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With ample supplies of feed and favorable egg·prlce~, prod·l,lction and sales 
of eggs increased greatly during 19~1 and 19~2. Further substanti~l increases are 
taking place this year. With prices recelvect by farmers averagi.ng ma,terially higher 
than in 1~2 cash farm income from eggs in 19~3 will be increased about 50 percent 
over 1~2_and will total close to 1.5 billion dollars. The favorable income situa
tion resulted in an unprecedented demand for baby cbicks this past spring. 



STATISTICAL SUMMARY 

I TEN UN IT 
NAY AVERAGE 19q2 19.3 PCT. OF 

t--E--r----I-----T-----1I-----T-'~--~ YEAR .' 
P RIOO AVERAGE APRil NAY APRil NAY EARLIER 

Number of layers on fanns NiLHon 
Number of eggs laid per hen • ••• ''!Jaber 
Total fann production of eggs • •• •• NiL. case 
Stocks. eggs U. -8.: I 

1932-41 
1932-41 
1932-41 

283.5 
16.75 
13. 19 

Shell •• • 1,000 case 193~-41 6, 297 
Frozen •• 
Total •• • 

• 1,000 case 1932-41 2.958 
1,000 case 1932-41 9. 266 

Purchases, eggs. USDk 
Dried2 •• • •• 
She11, direct •• 

Dried egg production. • 
CoDVIercial hatchery operations: 

Eggs set. • •• • •••• 
Chick~ hatched • • • • • • • • • 

Receipts: 

I{i L Lb. 
:r!OOO case 
I!f,L Lb. 

~~LLion 
• •• !lilLian 

Poultry, dressed. four markets •••• ~iL. Lb. 
Poultry, live, Chicag03 ••••• • (JCK 
Poultry, live. New York3 • • • •• • (JCK 
Poultry, live. Midwest, per plant ••• 1,000 Lb. 
Fo~l (hens), Ii ve, Midwest, per plaa-t • 1,000 Lb. 

Stocks, poultrr. 1 

Broilers. ••••• • • •• •• ~~ L 
Fryers. ••••• ••• • ••• ""i L. 
Roasters. ••• • • • • •• •• ~~L. 
FOWls (hens) • • •• ""H. 
Turkeys •••• •••• • • ~~ L. 
Ducks • • • • • • • • • • •• • fl"i L. 
Miscellaneous and unclassified. • • ~~L. 
Total poultry ••••••••••• fl"iL. 

Prices received by fanners: 
Eggs, per dozen •• •• ••• (Jent 

Lb. 
Lb. 
Lb. 
Lb. 
Lb. 
Lb. 
Lb. 
Lb. 

Eggs, parity price per dozen • •• • (Jent 
Eggs, percentage of parity. • • •• • ~~rcent 
Chickens, per pound • • • • • •• • (Jent 
Chickens, parity price per pound '. • (Jent 
Chickens, percentage of parity. • • Percent 
Tnrkeys, per pound. • • • • • • • • • • (Jent 
Turkeys, parity price per pound •• • (Jent 
A11 farm comnodities (1910-14~106)' • Inaex no. 
Chickens and eggs (1910-14 = 10C)) -. • Index no. 

Wholesale prices, Chicago: 
Eggs, current receipts, per dozen. Cent 
Live heavy hens, per ponnd • • • •• • (Jent 
Live broilers, per pound. •• (Jent 
Live roasters, light, per pound ••• Oent 
Live roasters, heavy, per. pound • • Oent 

Cash farm income: 
Total marketings. • • • • • • •• •• NiL doL. 
Poult ry and eggs •• •••••••• Ni L do L. 

Price ratios: 
Chicago, broiler-feed • • • • • •• • Lb. feed 
Chicago, light roaster-feed •• •• Lb. feed 
Farm, pgg-feed. ••••••• • • Lb. feed. 
Farm, chicken-feed'. • • • • • • • Lb. feed 
Farm, turkey-feed ••••••••••• Lb. feed. 

Feed cost per cwt., farm poultry ration •• DoHar 
Wholesale food prices (1936-89 = 100). • Inaex no. 
Retail food prices (1986-89 = 1001 • • Index no. 
Prices paid by farmers including interest 

and taxes 11910-14 = 1001 •• •• Index no. 
Retail prices (BLS): 

Roasters, dressed, per pound • • •• • Cent 
Eggs, strictly fresh, per dozen •• • Oent 

Nonagricultural employees' compensation 
(1936-89 = 1001. • • • • • •• • Inaex no. 

1982-41 
198'1-41 
198'1-41 
1932-41 
1982-41 

1932-41 
1982-41 
1982-41 
lU2-41 
1982-41 
1983-41 
1932-41 
1932-41 

1932-41 
1932-41 
1982-41 
1982-41 
1932-41 
1982-41 
193'1-41 
198'1-41 
1932-41 
1982-41 

1982-41 
198'1-41 
193'1-41 
1937-41 
1937-41 

1937-41 
198'1-41 

193'1-41 
1U'l-41 
1982-41 
1982-41 
1937-41 
1982-41 
1932-41 
1932-41 

1932-41 

1982-41 
1982-41 

1982-41 

lEnd of month. Frozen eggs converted to case eqnivalent. 

2Include~ purchases for future delivery. 
3Car equivalent of receipts by freight, truck and express. 

20.9 
898 
646 

120 31 
9.89 

408 
8. '1 

10.6 
8.5 

1'1.8 
2.0 

120 6 
6'1.8 

16.1 
21.8 
76 
14.1 
14.6 
9'1.0 
14.9 
18.,'1 
94 
88 

16.8 
16.9 
21.2 
2So 3 
24.4 

602 
'18 

-16.6 
1'1.4 
13. '1 
120 8 
14. '1 
1.22 

91.4 
95.4 

12'1 

80.9 
28.4 

9'1.6 

343.3 
17.49 
16.68 

4,638 
4,266 
8,894 

66.8 
21 
22.6 

429.6 
288.8 

220 4 
30'1 
6'18 

6.82 
4.84 

6.7 
60l 

16.8 
1'1.7 
35.6 

1.4 
15.6 
96.7 

26.6 
26.6 
96 
18.4 
17.2 

107 
19.8 
21.7 

150 
181 

27.9 
21. 1 
24.9 
25.8 
28·8 

982 
lU 

14.6 
14.8 
15.8 
11.1 
11.9 

1.6'1 
124.8 
119.6 

161 

16.'1 
89.4 

174.6 

827.9 
17.64 
16.06 

6,946 
5,969 

12,914 

27.4 
80 
22.2 

284.8 
244.2 

29.0 
868 
646 

10.81 
7.77 

3.8 
20'1 
8.7 

14.8 
81.4 

206 
16.3 
80.2 

26.5 
26.8 
99 
18.4 
1'1-.8 

106 
19.1 
21.9 

152 
184 

28.6 
20.6 
25.7 
2'1.1 
29.1 

998 
186 

14.8 
16.6 
15.7 
10.9 
11.8 
1.69 

126.0 
121.6 

162 

86.1 
46.9 

17!J.8 

393. 9 
17.08 
18.69 

6,227 
4,694 

10,821 

70.8 
8 

28.8 

4'18·7 
313. 6 

8.9 
66 

880 
8.14 
20 69 

1.7 
2.0 
4.7 
6.4 

11.4 
0.4 
6.0 

S20 6 

S8.7 
28.6 

118 
24.6 
18.5 

18S 
28.8 
28. II 

186 
173 

85.8 
26.5 
27.1 
80.4 
81.9 

1,284 
210 

13.0 
14.6 
16.8 
120 8 
14.4 
l.-tt 

137.0 
140.6 

-162 

46.4 
49.9 

227.2 

374.4 
17.38 
18.07 

8.260 
6.664 

14.924 

66.9 
67 
28.1 

383.8 
300.4 

8.7 
64 

6.10 
4.63 

1.2 
1.5 
Sol 
3.6 
7.6 
0.4 
8.6 

20.9 

84.2 
28.7 

119 
24.7 
18.6 

188 
28.6 
28.6 

187 
176 

S6.2 
24.0 
27.5 
27.6 
27.5 

13.2 
18.2 
16.8 
120 1 
14.11 
2. 04 

189. '1 
148.0 

168 

46.4 
60.2 

114 
99-

118 

119 
112 
116 

241 
190 
12'1 

185 
128 

80 
18 

146 
56 • 82 
56 
86 
24 
24 
16 
22 
26 

129 
107 

134 
107 

150 
107 
123 
131 

127 
117 
107 -181 
167 

89 
86 

107 
111 
124 
121 
112 
118 

107 

126 
128 

130 
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Summary 

Farm marketings of poultry in the United States will continue to 

incr~ase until the seasonal peak is reached next fall. Marketing~ in most 

of the r~maining months of 1943 will exceed the record movement of a year 

earlier. Laying flocks in May were 14 percent larger than in May 1942 and 

on June 1 the number of young chickens on farms was 15 percent larger than 

on June 1 last year. Poul~ry marketings have increased substantially in 

~ the last month as some Y01L~g chickens reached marketable ages an~ hens were 

culled from laying flocks in seasonally larger numbers. Receipts of live 

i 
i. 

" 

birds at Midwestern primary markets in early June were more than double those 

in early May but considerably smaller than in the corresponding period ~ 

year earlier. 

Sales of young chickens from speciali£ed producing areas probably 

have reached or passed the peak for: :this season. Output of baby chicks is 

continuing at an unprecedented high leyel in response to de.mands.Jrom both 

commercial broiler raisers and farmers raising late-season chicks. Commercial 

hatchery production in May was 23 percent l~ger than in May 1942. January-

May outpu~' ti'as, 15 .. 5' pe'rc;ent' above that in tho co'rresponding period of, 1942 • . '. 
Price 'qUotations on poultry in all markets continue at maXimum levels 

. ~ . \ 
permltt€d under·-pi'esent-,regulations. In recent weeks the shortage of supplies 

, . 

relative to'deman& has been greater for young chickens than for fowl. The 

average price received by farmers for chickens in mid-May was 24.7 cents per 

pound. compared"wi th ·lB.~ cents in May 1942. The War Food Administration 

has advised poultryoen not to expand further their broiler-raising facilities. 

The chicken slaughter gpal of 4 billion pounds dressed ~ei~t, however, 

remains unchanged. 
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Egg production during May "as 13 percent larger than in May 1942. 

Production per bird in May was only about 1 percent below the record high 

of l.~ay last year, a.espi te UI1..favorable weather and limitation of the protein 

content of layiLg ruashes. 

Egg production will decline unt~l; tDe seasonal low in November but 

during the sUIllL1e;r and fall 4lonths prob:ably will be above that of a year 

earlier. Civilian supplies of storage shell eggs in the coming out-of-storage 

season probably will be only moderately smaller than a year earlier. Hence, 

unless net wi thd.rawals of eggs are unusually large early in the out-of-storage 

season. supplies of eggs for civili~~s next fall may be larger than last , 

fall. Civilian egg supplies will c.eeline seasonally from relatively high • 

levels of recent months, however, and will be exceeded by demands. 

Wholesale prices of eggs advanced between 1 and 4 cents per dozen 

from mid-May to mid-June. The egg-feed. price ratto in this 'peri-od. has been 

the mo~t favorable on record for t~e season. 

-- June 24. 1943 . 

REVIEW OF RECmT DEVELOPHENTS 

~ iroduction Declines Seasonally 

Despite unfa~orable weather and the recent limitation o~ protein in ~ 
laying mashes, average egg prod.uction per layer in May was only 1 percent 
below the record rate of M~y 1942 and was about 4 percent above the 1932-41 
average for the month. The proportionate decline in numbers of layers from 
April to May was about the same as a year ee.rlier. During May the number 
of layers was 14 percent larger than in May 1942, with total egg production 
13 percent larger. In the January-May period, egg production on farms was 
14 percent (9.8 million cases) larger than in J&~uary-May 1942. Egg pro
duction for the first 5 months.of ~943 was of recorQ proportions in all 
regions except in the Western States, whore it was exceeded by that in the 
f~rst 5 months of 1931. 

Receipts of' eggs at Midues"t;ern primary me.rkets in May increased less 
than did production. Production of eggs in the West North Central States 
was 17 percent larger than .in May last. year, b'lJ.t receipts at primary .markets 



• 

• 

• 

PES-78 - 5 -

were only 7 percent larger. Thus, consumption of eggs in that' area probably 
continued about at the level reached in April, the se~sonal production peak. 
Similarly, receipts at primary markets in the Pacific Coast States averaged 
a little smaller than in May 1942 despite an 8.percent increase in production 
on farms. Receipts at Eastern egg auctions. on the other hand. have shown 
larger percentage increases than has farm production of eggs., The average 
volume of receipts per plrult for all three groups of markets in early June 
was 18 percent below the' seasonal peak reached several weeks earlier. 

~ Prices Advance From May to June 

Reflecting seasonal declines in receipts of eggs, wholesale egg price~ 
at New York and Chicago advanced between 1 and 4 cents from mid-May to mid
June. Ceiling prices to retailers and ceilings on retail prices advanced 
seasonally for Grade A and B eggs in early June. However" the spread betweert 
wholesale and retail prices at New York City has continued unusually narrow, 
especially for better quality egss. In the second week of July, the ceilings 
for Grade C and assorted eggs will increase seasonally for the first time • 

In Eastern and Hid',Yestern markets, prices generally have been firm 
at the bigher levels. In Pacific Coast cities, the markets in early June were 
steady for better quality large eggs and somewhat weak for smaller eggs. The 
United States average ~rice received by farmers for eggs in mid-May was 34.2 
cents per dozen compared with 26.5 cents in May last year •. Through Amendment 8 
to Maximum Price Ee~_uation 333. issued June 2. the Office of Price 
Administration increased ceiling prices on procurement grades about 2.3 cents 
per dozen for New York City. Maximum prices of consumer grade shell eggs sold 
and delivered to a Government agency are 1/2 cent less per dozen than ceilings 
covering sales anel. deliveries to retailers. or commercial, i,ndust rial , or 
institutional users. 

Storage Stocks Incr~ 4.1 Million 
Gases During M5Z 

Stors,ge st'ocks of shell eggs increase~ through May, although ~t a< 
seasonally declining rate. The' net .. movement' into storage was the smallest on 
record for the month except for 1938- ~~d 1921, despite record farm pr,oduction. 
This reduced mover,1ent reflected a. very strong consumer demand plus the effects 
of Food Distribution Order 40, as amended. FDa 40 provides that no shell 
eggs may be retained in storage aft~r June 15 except those stored before 
Marcp. 25, 1943. eggs for "working inventories, If shell eggs stored for future 
dr~~~g under Government contracts, and shell eggs owned by a Government Agency. 
Through June 15, the War Food Administration had purchased 88,284 cases of 
shell eggs in carrj~ng out the provisions of this order • 

.Amendment 2 to Fro 40, issued May 29, redefined the term nwork~ng 
inve~torylf to m.ean 8 percent of all shell eggs handled during ~he period 
June I-August 31, 1942. However, if any handler's working inventory were in 
excess of 300 cases:,' he' was required to report to the Di!ector of Food 
Distribution by June 1, 1943 the quantity of eggs he intended to use as a 
working inventory. Late in May it was further ordered that any person owning 
or operating refrigerated storage space on June 1 or July 1, 1943 shall report 
to the War Food AdEinistration the total number of cases o£ shell eggs in 
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~uch space. together with the names and addresses of each owner of eggs and 
quantity o;med. 

Amendment 3 to FDO 40, issued:J~e 10, provides that eggs stored p~ior 
to March 25 may be retained in storage after June 15 even' though such eggs 
\lere not. to be used by the Goyernment in dried or other form. .On April 1, 
the clo~est date to March 25 for which data on total stocks are available. 
there were 3.2 million cases of shell eggs in storage in the'~ country. The 
net movement into storage during March totaled 2.3 million cases of shell 
eggs. From March 25 to June 15 storage stocks probably increased between 
5 and 6 million CB.ses. . ... _:,. 

Frozen ~ Stocks Largest ~ Reeord 
for June 1 

- .... - ~ ~.. . 

Despi te rising p~ices of shell eggs tn early June. frozen-egg pro
duction apparer~tly was continuing to be 'the lq,rgest on record. In: the first 
5 months of 1943. 256 million pounds.of frozen egg were produced, compared 
with 175 million pounds in; the corresponding period last year and with 258 .~ 
million pounds in all of 1942. Total stocks of frozen egg in the United Sta'll 
on June 1 were 250 million pounds, about 12 percent larger than a year earlieF, 
The shell egg equivalent of all eggs in storage on June 1 was 14.9 million 
cases, compared with 12.9 million cases on June 1, 1942. Holdings of frozen 
egg on June 1 were the largest on record and stocks of sh~ll eggs were the 
largest since.+930. 

A substantial part of the shell and frozen eggs now in storage is 
earmarked for drying later in the year, although estimates of such holdings 
are not available. It is likely that earmarked holdings of eggs (shell or 
frozen) largely cover present commitments on dried eggs for delivery to the 
War Food Administration through January 31. 1944. 

Purchases of dried whole eggs by the Department of Agriculture, by 
delivery months, through June 15, ~943 

rear: Jan •• Feb .. : ;;1ar. : Apr.: May: June : July: Aug •. : Sept,,: Oct. : Nov.: Dee. ~ . . . o. . .. ... .. 
--:1,000 1,000' 1~000 'i,ooo 1,000 1,000 1,000 '1,06'0 1.tOOO 1,000 1,000 1,000 . 

:pounds pounds poundt:.:eo1mds pounds pounds pound~ Eounds ~~pounds pounds pounds . . 
~942;llt38912t920 13,06213,40218,323 17.49518,498l9.2291S,202 21.98525,277 15.768 .. 
L943: 7,15320,07312,59221,360'17,213 10,93214,858 3.950· 4,603 9,883 16.36732.455 
L944:3l,190 

: - --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- ---~------.... 
Production of dried egg in May totaled 28.1 million pounds, compared 

with 28.3 million pounds in. April and 22.2 million pounds in·Yay 1942. 
Output of dried egg in the first 5 months of 1943 was 113 mil~ion pounds. 
compared with 90 million pounds in that period I F.st yep;r. Rising prices of 
shell eggs in recent weeks have been disadvantageo~s to producers of both 
dried and frozen egg. 
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Substantially 

- 7 -

The reduction in numbers of laying stock on farms from April to May 
was seasonally larger than from March to April though on a percentage basis 
it was somewhat smaller than normal. The April-to-May reduction was moderately 
larger this year than last, indicating an increase in supplies of poultry for 
consumption. The rate of mortality has been larger tbm last year. Neverthe
less, receipts of fowl at Midwestern primary markets have continued con
siderably smaller than a year earlier, although they have increased a great 
deal in the last few weeks. In early June, average receipts of fowl per plant 
were nearly twice their volume in early May. 

Receipts of young stock at Midwestern markets in early June were nearly 
four times the volume of a month earlier. Although receipts of young stock 
were smaller than a year earlier, surplus sales from heavy producing areas 
he_ve begun partl~.r to relieve shortages of poultry in terminal markets. 
Supplies of both young stock and fowl in such markets continue short of 
demands at ceiling prices, with the shortages relatively more pronounced for 
young stock than for fowl. Marketings of young stock from specialized pro
ducing areas apparently have continued somewhat heavier than a year earlier 
but are still short bf market reqUirements. 

Receipts of dressed ducks at New York City have been considerably 
smaller than a year earlier and short of the market demand at ceiling prices. 

Poul try Pri ces ~ 

Price quotations of live and dressed birds have continued at ceiling 
levels. Up to roid-June market supplies of poultry from Midwest areas have 
consisted mostly of fowl. 

The increase in quoted prices this year over a year earlier has been 
reduced somewhat during the past several weeks, because of the price increasef 
in the April-June period last year. Wholesale prices of dressed young 
chickens at New York City in mid-June were 10 to 30 percent higher~han a 
year earlier, and prices of fowl uere up from 20 to 30 percent. The average 
price received by farmers for chickens in mid-May was 24.7 cents per pound' : 
compared Y1ith 18.4 cents in mid-May 1942. 

Storaee Holdin~s 2f Poultry Nearing 
Seasonal Low 

Wi thdrawals of poultry from storage continued during May. On June 1 
holdings totaled 21 million pounds compared with 80 million pounds on the 
corresponding day last year. The 10-year average holdings for June 1 are 
58 million pounds. As on May 1, holdings of poultry on June 1 were the' 
smallest since 1918. Stocks of all classes except ducks decreased during 
May and were at very low levels on June 1. Stocks of ducks in recent years 
have increased more than a million pounds during Mayas surplus marketings 
from commercial duck farms got under way. The increase in holdings of ducks 
this year, however, was only 16,000 pounds • . ~ 
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THE EGG SITUATION 
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Usually there is little net change in holdin.gs of poultry during the 
summer months. In most years, however, the ~.easonal low point for .the year 
has 0 ccurred on August 1. 

Hatchery Output Declinin~ Less 
Than Seasonally -- --

Because of an unfilled demand for chicks carried over from the main 
hatching season and an otherwise unusually strong demand for late-season 
chicks, hatchery output of baby chicks in declining··~less than seasonally .. 
From April to. May, ~utput decl.ined by 13 million· chicks. In the corresponding 
period last year, output declined 45 millions, and the 1938-42 average drop 
is nearly 40 millions. In 1941, when a strong late-season demand prevailed~ 
output also declined only 14 millions between April and May. 

The May output this year of 300 million chicks was 23 percent larger 
than the·recor.d total in May last year. The output of commercial hat'cheries 
in the first' 5 months of 1943 was 15.5 percent larger than in the co·rre- " , 
sponding months of 1942. Incr~ases over a year earlier in the January-May 
chick output, by regions, were as follows: New England, 23 percent; Middle 
Atlantic, 22 percent; East North Central, 9 percent; West North Central, 
12 percent;. South AtlantiC, 26 percent;. East South Central, 12 percent; West 
South Central, 24 percent; Mountain, 12 percent; Pacific, 23 percent. 

The number of eggs set during May was 35 percent larger than in May 
last year. On June It bookings of chicks for all future delivery dates were 
more than three times those of a year earlier. 

OUTLOOK 

With numbers of young chickens on farms June 1 about 15 percent larg8r 
than a year ago, and with the strong demand for baby chicks continuing 
unusually ~~rong, ~ecord marketings of young stock are in prospect for the 
second half of 1943. Sales of fowl during the remainder of the year also 
probably will be larger than a year earlier, because ample replacement stock 
will be available from this yearts crop of young pUllets. The demand for 
baby chicks from commercial broiler areas indicates that production of yo~ 
chickenE in such areas will not show as sharp a seasonal decline as·usual. 
The strong de~and for late chicks from all other areas reflects an unfilled 
demand for Qhicks for laying stock and a' considerable demand for c...1J.icks to 
be raised as a second brook primarily for meat. Hence, total maFketings of 
fowl and young chickens in the second half of 1943 promise to be by far the 
largest on record. 

Despite the prospective increase in marketings, prices received by 
farmers for chickens will continue close to maximum levels permitted by 
Office of Price Adm~nistration regulations. 'Except possibly for the relatively 
short periods of he~viest m~keting, supplies probably will·be short of demands 
at ceiJ..ing prices. In some l'ocati ties dressing and packing facilities may be 
overtaxed t~mporarily,. and"some depression of prices may result, espeCially 
if unfavorable weather o~ other conditions cause an abnormally heavy flow of 
poultr~. For the remainder of 194J~ however, prices received by farmers as a 
wilole will be considerably hi'gher than a year earlier and well above parity. 
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Food Administration ~ounces Desirability 
----of Stabilizing Chicken Production 

On M~r 29 t~e War Food Administration reminded farmers that 1943 goals • 
call for increases in chicken production over last year, but cautioned against 
an overexpansion that would put an additional burden on available feed 
supplies. Poultrymen were advised particularly against further expansion of 
f~},(;!ili ties for broHer production in commercialized areas. It was ;'!uggested 
that most of the o].:lt';of;;'season production on diversified farms shoul~ be 
produced by farmex~ with available,facilities, labor, and. feed. 

Further Inc~·ee"se·::j.n Layers in 
Pro spect !2!. ~ 

Dat~ up '~o June 1 indicate tPat about 15 percent more chickens have 
been started for flock replacement putposes this year than last., The total 
probably 'rill be increased further by a large lat~ hatch. Usually the cheng~ 
in number of laye~~ on January l~ of each year, as compared wiFh the precedin~ 
January 1, has been between, one-hplf and' t1~-thirds' as large as the change 
in number of 'ch.ickens raised the pr,ecedins seas~mt although the, change in' 
individual cases ya,ries a great, deal. The percentage increase in number of 
layers in 1942 exceeded the percentabe increase in number of chickens raised, 
Again in the second half of 1943. egg prices will tend to encourage farmers 
to save a."1 1lIlusually large proportion of potential layers for' next season ... 
This tendency ,Yill be offset in part at IGest by limitations of feed, supplies 
and lack qf space in poultry houses. 

Number of layers in remaining months of 1943 will continue much larger 
than in the corresponding months of last year but will decline seasonally 
until August. ,The rate of egg production per bird will decline until the 
seasonal ,low point is reached next November, but total output will be con
siderably larger than a year earlier, at least through early fall. Prices 
received by farmers for eggs in the rest of 1943 will continue at maximum ~ 
levels permitted in reflection of the ceilings on selling prices to retailers. 
Prevailing ceilings on selling prices to retailers will permit the ,prices to 
Jar~ers to increase seasonally at least 10 to 12 cents per dozen from June to 
November. This is about the same as the 10-year average seasonal increase in 
cents per dozen but is less than e,verage on a percentage basis. Prices of eggE! 

,in coming months will continue favorable. ,relative to feed prices, also covered 
by ceil,ings. ' . 

Civilian Supplies 2! ~ ~ 
Decline Seasanally 

At the end of the third week in June, commitments of dried egg for 
delivery to the War Food Administration between August 1,' 1943 'and January 31• 
1944 totaled 103.5 million pounds. This amount, however, will be incre~sed 
by additional purchases. Total production of ~ried egg 'in the August
January period a'year earlier was 111.7 million pounds. About 3.0 million 
cases of sto~age shell eggs &"1d the equivalent of 3.1 million cases of 
frozen eggs were used in production of this dried product last season. FreSh 
shell eggs were used to produce the remaining portion of the dried product. 
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Storage shell and frozen egg will be used to produce a larger proportion of • 
-dried egg in the coming out-of-storage season than a year earlier. On the 
basis of a larger frozen egg production this year than last and the distri
bution on June 19 of holdings of storage shell eggs among private and govern
mental agencies, it appears that supplies of storage shell eggs for civilian~ 
in the coming out-of-storage season will be only mode~ately smaller than a 
year earlier. Hence, unless an unusually large proportion of shell eggs is 
withdrawn from. storage early irr the out-of-storage seaspn, civilian supplies 
of eggs are likely to continue larger than a year earli'er through the coming 
fall. 

As indicated above, production"probably will continue the largest on 
record. 

Supplies of eggs next fall and winter will be down seasonally from the 
level of consumption of the last several months. Demand ,rill exceed supply 
by a considerable margin, especially in deficit winter egg-producing areas. 

4IJ Turkey Hatching Season Being Extended 

• 

The number of turkey breeder hens on farms at the beginning of 1943 
was slightly smaller th~~ a year earlier. To meet farmers' increased demands 
for poults, therefore, it is necessary that eggs be used more efficiently and 
that the hatching SORson be lengthened. Indications point to a longer 
hatching season for turkeys. The number of poults produced 'oy commercial 
hatcheries during May was 7 percent larger than in May last year. 

Wholesale prices of turkeys have continued at maximum levels permitted 
by price regulations. Ceiling prices for frozen turkeys advance 1/2 cent 
monthly during the out-of-stor~ge season to comp~nsate for added storage costs. 
Storage holdings of turkeys by June 1 had been reduced to the lowest level 
for that date since 1931. Demru1d for turkeys is likely to exceed available 
supply to a much greater degree than for chickens, as an unusually large 
increase in chicken production is taking place. Demand for turkeys was not 
satisfied in 1942. 

~ Supplies ~ Prices 

:geca.use of excessive rainfall, floods, and cool wea.ther over large 
areas of the Corn Belt, J~~e 1 crop conditions were not as favorable for 
foed grains as a ;;'ear earlier. Corn yields are oxpected to be somewhat below 
the ver;:t high yields of last year. The 1943-44 barley supply including indi
cated yroduction .snd June 1 carry-over is 6 percent smaller than last year, 
and tho oats supply inclaCiing expected carry-over July 1 is 10 percent smaller. 
With averago growing conditions during the remainder of the season, the 1943-44 
supply of feed grains including wheat and rye available for feed would total 
about 135 million tons, or 12 percent less than t~e 1942-43 supply. The surpl;: 
of byproduct feeds aV8~laqle for feeding, excluding-animal proteins, is likely 
to be slightly larger than the preliminary estimate of 13.3 million tons for 
1942-43. The number of grain-consuming anim8l units next January 1 is expected 
to be 5 to 10 percent greater than on January 1 this ;rear, and the 1943-44 
supply of feed per grain-consuming animal unit may be smaller than in any of 
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the past 5 years. However, by reducing !eserve supplies to lower levels, a 
c~>ntinued large disa:"ppearance of feeds <?ould take place. 

_ -Marketings of corn have de~lined ~n rec~nt weeks, reflecting the 
tendency of Corn :Selt farmers to hold corn for feeding in response to favor
able livestock product-feed price relationships. GoverP~ent sales of feed 
wheat from Juiy I, 1942 through May 1943 total'ed 225 million bushels and an 
addi tional 50 million bushels have been authorized for sale during June. In· 
the 6 .months, April-September, production of oilmeal will be about 45 percent 
greater tr~ a year earlier and about double the 1938-42 average for that 
period. 

Prices of all feeds for which ceilings have been established continue 
at ceiling levels.. The average price paid by farmers for laying mash has 
advanced; in mid-May it was $3.20 per 100 pounds compared w;i.th $2.90 a year 
ea1'lier. 

.. 
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