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Farm marketings of chickens in the U. S. probably will be larger in 19ij3 than 
in 19ij2 by at least 25 percent or by more than 100 mill ion birds. Unless acute feed 
shortages develop in some sections the percentage increases will be fairly uniform 
among regions. On the basis of numbers, however, increases in sales in the North 
Central states will account for about ~ of the increase for the entire Nation. 
Marketings of chickens have increased considerably from the seasonally low spring 
levels. In mid-August, supplies in most markets were sufficient to meet demand at 
ceiling prices. 



STATISTICAL SUMMARY 

1 T E M UN IT 
r-_J~U~l~Y-rA~VE~R~A~G~E __ +-____ ~1~9~~~2 ______ ~ ____ -=1~9~~f1L-__ ~ PCT. OF 

PERIOD AVERAGE JUNE JULY JUNE .JULY YEAR 

Number of layers on fanns 
Number of eggs laid per hen • 
Total fann production of eggs 
Stocks, eggs U. s.: 1 

NiLHon 
I_be.,. 

• NiL case 

1932-41 
1932-H 
1932-H 

2620 3 
120 7t 
8.96 

Shell.. • ••• 1,000 case 1932-41 7,676 
Frozen. •• 
Total. • •••• 

• 1,000 case 1982-41 3, UII 
1,000 case 1982-41 11,822 

Purchases, eggs, USDk 
Dried2 • • • • • • • 
Shell, direct • •• • 

Dried egg production • 
Commercial hatchery operations: 

Eggs set • ••• 
Chicks hatched •• • • 

Receipts: 
Poultry, dressed, four markets. • • 
Poultry, live Chicago' •• • •• 
Poultry, live, New York3 • • • • 
poultry, live, Midwest, per plant. 
Fowl (hens), live, Midwest, 'per plant. 
Young: stock, lile, Midwest, pe'r plant. 

Stocks, poultry: 

• NiL. Lb. 
1,000 case 
NiL Lb. 

• Ninion 
Ni.Hi-on 

• Ni L Lb. 
• Car 
• Ca.,. 
• 1,000 
• 1,000 
• 1,000 

Lb. 
Lb. 
Lb. 

Broilers •• •• • • • • • • • Ni L. Lb. 
Fryers •••• • •• ••• Ni L. Lb. 
Roasters •• •••••• Ni L Lb. 
Fowls (hens) •• • • •• NiL Lb. 
Turkeys. •• • ••• •• NH. Lb. 
Ducks. • • • • • • • •• ••••• Ni L. Lb. 
Miscellaneous and unclassified •• Ni L. Lb. 
Total poultry. • • • • • •• •• -. NiL Lb. 

Prices received by fanners: 
Eggs, per dozen • • • • •• • •• Cent 
Eggs, pari ty price per dozen • • • • Cent 
Eggs, percentage of parity. •• Percent 
Chickens, per pound. •• ••••• Cent 
Chickens, parity price per pound • • Cent 
Chickens, percentage of parity •• Percent 
Turkeys, per pound ••• • • • Cent 
Turkeys, parity price per pound. • Cent 
All fann commodities (1910-14= 100) •• Index no. 
Chickens and eggs (1910-14= 100) • Index no. 

Wholesale prices, Chicago: 
Eggs, standards, per dozen 4 • • •• Cent 
Live heavy hens, per pound. ••• Cent 
Live broilers, per pound • ,. • • Cent 
Live roasters, light, per pound.. Cent 
Live roasters, heavy, per pound. • • Cent 

Cash fa:rm income: 
Total marketings •••••••• NiL doL. 
Poultry and eggs •• , ••••• NiL doL. 

Price ratios: 
Chicago, broiler-feed. •••••• Lb. feed 
Chicago, light roaster-feed. • • • • Lb. feed 
Farm. egg-feed • • • • • • • • • Lb. feed 
Farm. chicken-feed • • • • • • •• Lb. teed 
Farm, turkey-feed. • • • • • • • • • Lb. feed 

1932-41 
1987-41 
1987-41 
1932-41 
1982-41 
1932-41 

1982-41 
1932-41 
1982-41 
1932-4J 
1932-41 
1982-41 
1932-41 
1982-41 

1932-41 
1932-41 
1932-41 
1982-41 
1932-41 
1932-41 
1937-41 
1937-41 
1982-41 
1932-41 

1932-41 
1937-41 
1937-41 
1937-4i 
1987-41 

1937-41 
1987-41 

1937-41 
1987-41 
1912-41 
1982-41 
1987-41 
i982-41 
1932-41 
1932-41 

Feed cost per cW!., fann poultry ration DoHa.,. 
Wholesale food prices (1986-39 == 100) • • Index no. 
Ret ail food prices (19S1i-39 = 100) •• Index no. 
Prices paid by farmers inclnding interest 

and taxes. (1910-U=100) •••••• Index no., 1932-41 
Retail price!' (BLS): 

1982-41 
1982-41 

Roasters, dressed, per pound • • • • Cent 
Eggs, strictly fresh, per dozen • Cent 

Nonagricnltural employeest compensatitln 
(1936-39 = !Oll) ••• • • • •• Index no. 1932-41 

lEnd of month. Frozen eggs converted to case equivalent. 

IInclndes purchases for future delivery. 

220 8 
3n 
627 

14.76 
8· 72 
6.40 

6.3 
201 
6.6 

18. 8 
17.9 
6.2 

18.6 
66.3 

17.9 
2S. 6 
76 
18. 8 
14.6 
96 
14.6 
18.7 
98 
94 

18.5 
17.0 
18.2 
19.2 
21. 0 

734 
79 

14·6 
16. II 
1'-8 
11. '1 
11·7 

1.26 
U.O 
97ol, 

128 

30.5 
820 2 

96.0 

311.2 
·15.25 
IS. 18 

7,936 
7,427 

15,862 

220 2 
18 
220 8 

100.6 
121.8 

81.0 
401 
676 

19.69 
18.89 
4.89 

8.6 
201 
5. 1 

18. 1 
28.2 
4.6 

17.6 
79.2 

27.4 
260 8 

106 
18.6 
17.3 

107 
18.6 
21.9 

161 
187 

80.4 
19.2 
26.2 
26.9 
29.4 

1,070 
182 

14.8 
11.8 
111.4 
11.1 
11-1 
1.67 

125.6 
n8.2 

151 

89.8 
420 4 

184.9 

296.8 
18.87 
11.38 

7,U2 
7,747 

15,501 

18.8 
0.6 

28. 9 

41.7 
$.4 

320 0 
895 
662 

24.24 
120 42 
10.88 

6·5 
8.8 
4·9 

21.0 
18 •. 9 
7.3 

18.4 
79.3 

29.6 
29.4 

100 
18.7 
1'1.8 

108 
18.9 
21.9 

164 
14S' 

820 1 
20.0 
U.5 
28.7 
24.'1 

1,219 
180 

14.4 
14.0 
17.7 
11.2 
11;8 
1.67 

126.4 
124.6· 

162 

89.8 
46.1 

18'1.8 

856.2 
16.08 
14.88 

8,966 
8,617 

17,683 

88.6 
184 

26.9 

181.1 
188· 7 

14.2 
226 
682 

16.68 
10.66 
S. 68 

1·6 
1.7 
206 
4.6 
8.1 
I.! 
6.9 

26.4 

86.2 
28·9 

122 
26.! 
18.7 

184 
28·6 
28. 6 

190 
1'19 

87.9 
24.0 
27.6 
27.6 
27.5 

1,407 
206 

18. 0 
18.0 
111.9 
120 1 
13.8 

20 08 
i88.11 
141. ? 

164 

U.4 
61.7 

2811.8 

380.2 
18. 78 
120 59 

8,670 
9,808 

18, U8 

16.0 
27.1 
21.2 

67.9 
U.8 

28.6 
814 
766 

28.87 
18. 97 
9.07 

208 
8.8 
8.8 

11.1 
6.5 
202 
9.9 

38.6 

36.8 
820 8 

112 
26.3 
18·8 

136 
28·6 
2S. 8 

188 
183 

88.8 
24.0 
27.6 
27.5 
2'1.6 

120 9 
120 9 
1'1.t 
11.9 
18. 4 

20 12 
186· 6 
139.0 

166 

U.6 
5'- 2 

EAR 1I ER 

112 
99 

111 

113 
121 
116 

109 

89 

139 
162 

74 
79 

184 
98 

112 
88 

51 
100 
78 
63 
29 
30 
54 
49 

123 
110 

186 
109 

151 
109 
122 
126 

119 
120 
112 
116 
111 

131 
166 

90 
92 
97 

106 
'U9 
127 
108 
112 

109 

112 
118 

128 

ICar equivalent of receipts by freight. trnck, and express • 
• Fresh firsts July '19-32-41 average, JUlie, July lUll; current receipts June I-July JIO, 1941, staadards July 11-81, 

1948. 

,. 

• 
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SummaI'l 

farm mark~tings'of chickens in the United States have increased 
! 1 '. \ " •• ~. ,~ '. ... 

greatly in recent weeks, relieving the tight supply situation that had 
': " . '",. , 

prevailed in many poultry markets for several months. In most markets '-
r ~ 4 • " in mid-August sUpplies of both live and dressed birds generally were about 

sufficient to meet demand at ceiling prices. Prices of live young Chickens 

of light breeds and some inferior quality live birds of heavy breeds were 
. . 

a little below the maximum levels established by the Office of Price 
.' 

Administration. Receipts of dressed Chickens are much larger than they 

were a few weeks ago 'but are somewhat smaller than a year ago. The reduc-

tion from a year earlier in dressed stock: has been most pronounced in 

Eaptern cities but in some markets this has been offset in large part at 

least by greater receipts of live birds. 

As a result of the record number of chickens raised on farms this 

year, sales of chickens by farmers probably will be from 25 to 30 percent 

larger than a year earlier. Much of the increased volume will come in the 
, 

remainder of 1943. In some localities, because of shortages of labor for 
. , 

processing plants and the tightening storage situation, the record supplies 

may'temporarily depress prices belo' .. maximum levels obtainable under the 

ceilings. The extent of reduction could be limited if farmers would 

distribute their marketings over a longer-than-usual period this fall. 

Supplies of turkey for civilians this y~ 17111 be slightly smaller 

than a year earlier. since producti~n is about the same as in 1942 and 

increased quanti ties are to be taken for the military. Hence, demand. for 
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turkey this season probably will exceed s~pplies at ceiling prices by a 

greater margin than last season. Supplies per capita will be some~hat 

above average. however. 

Egg production will decline until November. as the average rate of 

production per bird declines seasonally, but is very likely to continue 

larger than a year earlier throu~h the remainder of 1943. Storage stocks 

of shell and frozen eggs on August l~ the annual seasonal peak, were the 

largest on record for any date~ The quantity of eggs used for drying and 

other noncivilian uses in the coming fall and winter will be considerably 

larger than a year earlier. But supplies for civilians are likely to be 

larger than the relXlrd quantity in the corresponding period of 1942-43, 

though probably short of demand at ceiling prices. Demand is most likely 

to exceed supplies in areas that are deficient in fall and winter egg 

production. 

In mid-August. demand for top-grade eggs exceeded market supplies at 

highest permissable levels. But eggs of lower grades were relatively more 

abunde.nt. and in several instances prices of such eggs were slightly below 

the ceilings established for ~holesale grades. In mid-July the average 

price received by farmers for eggs was 36.3 cents per dozen compared ryith 

29.5 cents a year earlier. 

-- August 21, 1943 

REVIEW OF RECENT DEV'ELOPMENTS 

The seasonal reduction in numbers of layers on farms from June 
to July this year was proportionately a. little larger than average and 

• 

great er than last year. The reduction from January to July this year also 
was la.rger than in 1942 b~t slightly less than the lO-year average (1932-41) 
drop during that period. The greater drop from June to July in ,1943 probably 
reflects some delayed culling and perhaps adjustments to meet the prospective 
feed situation. .~though the feed situation has been difficult, no statistical 
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evidence is yet 'available to indlcat.e,.that"i t~ is causing heavy liquidation 
of layers. Irl'many sections, sales ~f. fowl probablY,!ll':e heavy to make room 
for: an increased:num~er of this year,s pullets. 

During July about 13.7 eggs wer~ produced per layer compared with 13.9 
eggs in July last year and the 1932-41 average of 12.8 eggs. I~.~he North 
Central States the \butput was the highest ,on record in July.. "~Q. ~ll other 
regions. however. this year's output: for·July was not of· record_~91~e. With 
a 12 percent increas'.e in numbers of layers, ;tot4l, egg production in July was 
11 percent larger thalL,the record output- in· July 1942. Producti-oll of eggs 
during the first 7 months of 1943 was -:14 percent larger .,than the previous 
record output for that period in 1942. 

Receipts of ~ ~ Primarl Markets 
Decl'iniI)-~ Seasonally 

, ~. , 

Receipts of eggs at most primary'markets are declining as production 
"drops off seasonally. Receipts at terminal markets, however, have declined 

less in recent 'weeks than they did a year earlier. In the first 2 weeks of 
August, total receipts of shell eggs at the four principal markets were 10 
percent larger than in the corresponding period of 1942. 

Despi te the increase in receipts, supplies' of' ':~ggs in ter:m1ilal markets 
were insufficient to fully meet demand at ceiling' pricei.·' Cefling prices for 
wholesale grades of eggs in mid-Au~st were 15 to' 20 pe~c~nt, hig4er than 
actual prices.of apprOximately equivalent grades that prevailed in August las~ 
year., Maximum'·Price'RegUlation 333 provid~s for an increase in ceiling prices 
for, eggs through O·ctober. It also provides that, beginning ,in Novembor, pricf3s 
will be reduced to coincide with seasonal increases in egg production. . 

The average price received by farmers fQr. eggs in mig...July was 36.3 
cents per' dozen, 23 percent higher than in July last ye~~ and the highest on 
record for that month except fkr ~919 and 1920. 

Grade ~ab.eling- Reauirements 
Removed by 2!:! 

I ,. _ 

, ,. 
" 

,-- : .', 

. . 
< In.line ~~th the provisio~s of th~ Taft Amendment to the. ~ergency 

Price-Control Act of 1942, the Office of Price Administration ar~ounce~, 
August 14 that sellers, ot~er than retailers, were np longer requir~d ~o show 
the grades on the egg containers. Instead, sellers are reqUired to. give the 
purchaser a statement setting forth the grades and sizes, or ueights,.of the 
eggs sold. The €rading standards originally reqUired by MPR 333, however, 
nill continue to be the bas.is for pricing. ~he statement also must contain 

. tha n~ue and adcress of qoth s~ller and buyer, the date of delivery or 
acceptance, .'a..'rJ.d the prices. This action v7as taken through Amencirnont 12 to 
MPR 33)~ .. 

storage 'Stocks ~ Eggs Declining SeasoI18lly 
# .-

Net TIithdrawals of shell eggs from storage dur~ng July of this year 
"."rere about the same as in July last year. On Augu.st 1, houever, stocks TIere 
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the largest for that date since 1937. Net withdrawals of shell eggs at 35 
markets were begun in early July and for the ~ast several weeks ~he out­
movement has been much larger than a year earlier. Withdrawals have been 
made for noncivilian as well as civilian uses. 

Product~on of frozen eggs continued at ~ relatively high level during 
July. On A~gufllt 1 stocks of such eggs in the United -States were equivalent 
to 9.4 million. cas~s of shell eggs compared ,vitl:l the prev~ous record fC;>T . 

that date last .. year of 7.7 million cases. Production of frozelll. egg in ~ the 
United States in. the, first 7 months this year totaled 390 million pounds 
compared with 258:million pounds produced in all of 1942. 

The greatly expanded dried-egg program is responsible in large part 
for the increased storage holdings of both frozen and shell eggs. According 
to specification of Food Distribution Order 40,shell eggs for civilian use 
now in storage should consist of eggs placed in storage prior to March 25 and 
of eggs used for working inventory. The balance is to be used for producing 

'. dried eggs or, for supplying other war needs. Fro 41 provided that production. 
of frozen egg for civilian use in 1943 was not to exceed total production in 
1942. . . ~ . 

12 Million Pounds 2! Dried ~ Purchased 
in Month Ended ~st l:!± 

Production'of dried egg in July totaled .21.2 million pounds, compared 
with 25.9 million' pounds in June and 23.9 million.PQunds in July last year. 
In the first 7 months of 1943, 160 million pounds of dried egg were produced 
compared with 136 million pounds in the corresponding period of 1942. , . . 

Weekly purchases of dried egg by the War Food Administration in the 
month ended August 14 fluctuated between 2 and 4 million pounds. Through 
August 14 the WFA h~ purchased 208 million pounds .for delivery in 1943 a,nd 
33 million pounds for deliv~ry in 1944. About 207 million pounds were pur. 
chased for delivery in 1942~ ~he quantity scheduled for delivery to the WFA e 
in the August 1943.January 1944 period totaled 132 million pounds. as of 
August 14. compared with total deliveries in the 'co:r'responding period a year 
earlier of 109 million pounds. The increase over a year earlier in the shell­
egg equivalent of dried egg, for delivery in the August-January period, is 
about equal to thei~crease in shell egg equivalent of August 1 storage stocks 
this year OVer last. It is pTobable, however, that a larger proportiQn of 
dried eggs \nllbe produced from storage shell and frozen eggs thi$ fall and 
winter than was ~~6 cc~se· last year. 

Because of the tightening. storage situation, the WFA has announced that 
it will consider requests frpm vendors ~or amending existing contracts for 
future deli very Qf po.wder so' that eggs may be dri ed up to 120 daYS prior to the 
delivery date at a reduction trom the origine~ contract price. This reductio~ 
would inclttde savings due to smaller carrY1n~ charges on frozen and shell ~ggs 
and the lessened quality deterioration.. Purchases by the WFA of dl'~ ed egg by 
months of delivery through August 14, 1943. c;re'given in the follow:\n~ t~ble. 
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Purchases of dried ';thole eggs by the War Food Administration, 
by delivery months tl'lrough August 14, 1943 

-• • · · · • · . · • • • • .. • • • . · .. 
Feb.: Mar.: Apr.: May : Junef July: AJ;.g.: Sept. : Oct.: Nov.: 

· · · · .' · · : · • • • • · · • · • • 
Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. 

-: Total 
Dec.: for . ;zear . 
Mil. Mil •. ... lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. - - - - - - - - - - - - -• · 1942 : 11.4 12.9 13.1 13.4 18·3 17.5 18.5 19.2 19.2 22.0 25·3 15.8 206.6 

1943 : 7.2 20.1 12.6 21.4 17·2 10·9 19.6 18.7 13·7 13·0 20·3 33.7 208.4 
1944 : 32·9 .. • I -

Poult~ Marketin~s Increasin~ Seasonalll 

Farm marketings of Ii ve chi ckens apparently increa.sed considerably in 
all sections during the past month. In the Midwest, receipts of young stock 
at primary markets in early August were about twice those of a month earlier 
but somewhat smaller than the record receipts a. year earlier. Receipts of 
fowl in August were somewhat targer than last year and more than 44 percent 
greater than in the corresponding period of 1941. Young stock as a percentage 
of total receipts increased from 29 percent in early July to 47 percent in 
early August. Leghorns and other light breeds apparently made up most of the 
receipts of young stock up to mid-August. 

Increases in farm marketings of chickens greatly relieved the short 
supply situation that had prevailed in poultry markets for many months. Prices 
for live Leghorns and some other light breed chickens, old roosters, old geese, 
and old ducks were a little below ceiling levels in mid-August. Prices for 
good quality live heavy chickens. and all live fowl were steady to firm at 
ceiling levels. Prices of dressed chickens at New York in mid-August ranged 
from 3 percent lower than a year earlier for heavy roasters to 22 percent 
higher for broilers. Prices of dressed fowl were 112 to 123 percent higher 
than in the corresponding period last year. The average price received by 
farmers for all classes of chickens in mid-July was 25.3 cents peT pound 
compared with 25.1 cents in mid.June and 18.9 cents in mid-July 1942. 

Storage Stoc~s 2! Poultry Increased 
..2. Percent During July 

Stocks of all classes 0& poultry except turkeys increased during July. 
The increase in holdings of fowl was particularly large. amounting to 6~5 
million pounds out of a total for all poultry of 13.2 million pounds. The net 
into-storage movement from July 1 to August 1 was the largest ever to occur 
during that period. Holdings on July 1 were nearly the lowest on record, how­
ever, so that despite the record into-storage movement during July, holdings 
on August 1 were only about 50 percent of t:b...ose a year earlier and the smallest 
for that date since 1932. 



THE POULTRY SITUATION 

POUNDS 
(MILLIONS) ',_'U.S. STOCKS OF POULTRY'" 

CENTS PER I 

POUND 
FARM PRICE OF 

CHICKENS 
200 

150 

100 

50 

o 
POUNDS 

( THOUSANDS) 

24 

18 

12 

6 

. , . 
1942~ .. 

I 1-,.: 

CHICKENS. YOUNG: .. 

. ., 
f 

AVERAGE r. 
RECEIPTS PER -1\ 

PLANTtl ! \ 
1942 : ... 

I---+---~! ,,'" , , , 
I---+-----rl :--• • 

25 

20 

15 

10 
POUNDS 

.-' 

I 

, .... ,. --., I I ,41" ~---
... --"'r---~i942 

~ 
A v'er~ge 1931-41 / 

(THOUSANDS)I FOWLS: AVERAGE RECEIPT.S 
PER PLANTt 

24 

18 

12 

6 

.. 
o -,-...... 1 MILL~ONS ~,~~~==::;====::====~ MILLIONS 

200 

o 
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1 
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THE EGG S,ITUATION 

EGG-FEED PRICE 
RATIO* 

/~ ro,),L, 
.,-C . ., .. 7-.-.... 1/( I I 

'...Average 
1932-41 

CASES 
(MILLIONS) 

16 

12 

8 

4 

I 2 Lt:::t::: l L I L L:l:::t=:t::: o I, I J 
CENTS PER I 

DOZEN 

40 

35 

30 
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15 

CASES 
( MILLIONS) 
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6 

3 

o 

FARM PRICE OF EGGS 

\-ro~3 1_ I" .......... 
-~~/'r-----1 

:
8942~,' 

• " I I ~- , . ,. 
\. ,-'I 

",-... <111'-
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FROZEN EGGSt 

'* BASED ON FARM PR1CES 
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Hatchery Output ~ First I Months 21 Percent, 
Above Previous Record 

" ' 

Hatchery production of baby chic~ in July'totai~d 44.8 million chicks. 
52 percent larger than July 1942. and 51 percent larger,than the previous 
record for July reached in 1941. In the first 7 months of :1943 the comrnercial 
hatch of baby chicks was larger than the record of a' yea:r' 'earlier by 226 
million head or 21 percent. ~y regions, the increases over a year earlier in 
numbers of chicks hatched ~urlng the first 7 months of'l943 were as follows~ 
New England, 15.4 mill~oJ;l; Middle Atlantic, 25.1 mi'llion,; E;lst North CentraI~ 
48,6 million; West North, Ce,ntral, 58.9 million; South Atl~tic, 3'3.5 million; , 
South Central, 2S.8 million; UOWltain. 3.0' million; aid'P~ifid, 15.'6 mfllion.' 
The number of eggs set during July was 39 percent larger than the number ~et in 
July las t year. 

OUTlOOK 

~ACXGROUND.- American farmers are obtaining from commercial , 
hat,eheries an increasing proportion of the chioks they raise 
,rathe.r then hatching the birds on their own f~ms., In 1943. 
84 percent of the chic~s raised on farms came f~om commercial 
hatcheries. compared with 82 percent in 1942, ,79 percent in 
1~1. and 75 p~rcent in 1940.' Reg1onal~y. ~he 1943 percentages 
are as follows: North Atlantic, 87 percent: East North Central. 
93, percent. West North Central, 90 percent; So~th A~lantic, 
72 percent, South Cent~al, 65 percent: and Western States, 
84 perc~nt. 

., , 

The proportion of light breeds hatched by commercial 
hatch~ries in the f\rst 1 months of 1943 was the ~ame as a 
year earlier. 30 percent compared with 33 percent in '1941. 
Relatively more birds were s~xed before being sold this year 
and the" slaughter Of day old cockerels apparently was smaller 
this year than last. The average price paid by farmers for 
baby chicks in the 1943 spri,ng season was $13.00 per 100 head 
compared ,.0. th $11.33 in 1942 and $9 .. 01 in 1941. 

. . 
Favorable Weather ~ Inmroved Crop Prospects 

The supply of feed grains in 194}-44, including wheat and rye f~r 
feeding. based on August 1 prospects, is about 143 million tons, 4 percent 
larger than tpat indioated July ,1 but 7 percent smaller than the 194~.43 
supply. Prospects for pro~uctlon of the four principal o11eakes and meals 
improved during Jul¥ and suppl;'es of, these feeds available for li vestook are 
now expected to total abo~t 6 mfllion tons or slightly smaller than in 1942-1+3-
Total supplies of the ,principal vegetable byproduct feeds, are likely to be 
aoout the s~ as i1l 1940.43. W1th about 10 percent more livestock animal' , 
units and smaller suppiies 'ot feed grains. suppliea of all feed concentrates 
per animal unit in 1943-44 will be about 15 percent smaller than last year, 
although about the same as the 1935~39 aVerage, If stocks ot feed ~rains 
carried over tfitQ 1944-45 are reduced to a minimum, disappearance of feed 
would be about as large as in 1942 .. 43 bllt smaller per animal ~t as a result 
of the 1nere~e in livestock on farms. 
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Ceiling prices of oilmeals and cakes produced from the 1943 oilseed . 
crops were raised on July 31 to ,t>,~ttJ.g,];i. .Illpr~, nearly no..rM.l::~.re1atio.nshi:p ,b.etween 
prices of oilmeals and prices of other feeds and 11 vestock pr.o.ducts •. ,'In:· 
response to increased ceilings, prices of soybean and cottonseed meal increased 
between 25 and ~O';percel'lt in early August. Prices of nearly all feeds with 
ceilings remained at the top permissao1e levels. The relatlonsh~p betw~~n egg 
prices and feed prices 'in mid-July, despite some increase in feed pr~ce~1 ~~s 
very, favorable for farmers. ' .{' .. , I, " 

t. :- • .....~ ., ).. --' .~ , 

:,;' :, ',Demand for, feed wheat has cont'inu.ed:s'tro±lgt wi tli sales approximating' 
a rate'/oi 15',million bushels ller we~lC",sin6e"saJ:ea: were resumed July 13- Ori' 
July 31, '1943. wheat·owned. by;the COlfimdd.it'y.Oredif:CdrPoration totaled 176 

. million "~1Jshels. Receipts of corn'!at l'~fma:rY' maiR:ets have' continued relatively 
small~ :~~ ,-.~ . 

Record Sales £! Ohickel'\s ~ Prospec~ " 

The preliminary estimate of the number of chickens raised on farms in 
1943 is 926,mi:klion head, 16 .percent la.r~er .. tha.ni:tli~·previous .reCa~d:.~number • 
raised in'1942, and 50 percent greater;:t'han the 'nuni5er raised in 1940. 
Increases over last year range from 13 p(}rcent in the South Central States to 
21 percent in the North At1a.nti'c S.t(£t.es. Fo'r the other regions the increases 
were as follows: East No.r,th.Centra:1 ... ·u:9: pe~cent; West Nort-h Cent~alt 15 per-
cent; south Atlantic and Wes.t,1 .18 p'er.cent~ , The increases over 19lf2 are rela.­
tivel;tI ;sma11er in Burp'lus :.fI'~roctuc:i..n¥} ;a:rea,s, than ·in ~ther region's~, Compared 
wi th the 1932-41 averagar. ho\q.e'V'..er, the tiLn6reas-e in ,'nUmbers raised tliis year was 
greatest in ,the West Nor.tl"f O:entr.al', S~te:i.; -Baited· o'n a 16 percent increase in 
numbers of chickens raised on farms, a 10 percent increase in numbers on hand 
during the year, and about the same farm consumption as in 1942, sales of 
chickens by farmers ':in. the'!Uttirted States in 1943 wo·uld be between 25 and 30 
percent larger than in,1942~: Any deviations from these indications would be 
due mostly to a larger' number>of birds started' after July 1 and any change in 
January 1 number.s frOlIr',that" u~ed in the . 'above calculations. Probable increases 
in sales of chickens ',py::regions are indicated on the cover page. / A.'new record 
high probably will. 'o-e, e-stai>Ushed in al:J>'regions I3?Ccept the West,ern states. _ 

.:' .. ~ ~ ~I. '" i~ 

Marketings of chdckens ana fowl already have increased greatly from the 
seasonally low spring level. But much of the increased volume of , ¢hip ken 
marketings indicated for 1943 w11}_Q!lln.&, .. dlJd.n'g ~thB-.,t.emai'nder· of .. the .;r-ea.~. ' In 
1942 receipts of chickens a.t Midwest p;,imary markets rea.ched the se~,~,onal peak 
about October' 1. 'The peak usuallolf ·comes· la:ter til the fa.ll. . 

. ~.... .,' .. ~,~ . 
• "i'l r' • 

.consumer demand in prospect foi the b~lahc'e 'of' 1943 probably is 'iJtrong 
enough to "t'ake :the record supply of chicken at or 'close' to 'retail c~i.11ng , 
prices,.:· :But' because of limited suppli,e's of labor lor poultry pa.cking 'plants 
and the' tightening over-ail storage si,tuation. prices received by farmers in 
some surplus chi-cken market'ing areas maY''be temper'ari).y depressed below levels 
obtainable under the ceilings. The ch1bkefi'marketing problem could be greatly 
,relieved by lengthening the marketing season. In 1942, prices received by 
i~rc~rs increased from 18.5 cents in June to .. 20.5 cents in December-', With only 

.. "'.... .~~ .. 'l(jll':J:; .. ',' 
..... 4 ... ::. 
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slight interr1.~.ptions in October a,nd Novelnb.erb-,eC?au~ of hea.Ty ma.rketings and 
some uncertainties about ~uture ceilings on p.~i~es • 

. • "1-

Demand for ChiCks Continues at --- ..... Unprecedented L~, 

Purchases of baby chicks by farmers in ,general fa~ing areas for flock 
replacement and e~clusi~ely for meat production purposes co~tinued much later 
than usual this year. :But beginning in July, most of th~ o:utputof chicks by 
commercial hatcheries has bee,n used for commer~ial broiler 'production,! :Thi's, 
will be the primary use of commercial hatchery chic~s in the, remainder 'of 1943'. 
On August 1 the number of chicks booked for later delivery was 2-1/2 times as 
large as a year ago, indicating that, unless acute feed shortages interfere, 
both hatcqery production and commercial broiler production will continue at 
unprecedented levels during the remainder of 1943_. So far .. despite the pro': 
spectlve tight feed situation, relatively few orqers for baby chicks have been 
cancelled .. 

• Number 2! Turkeys Raised ~!!.!a 1942 

The demand for turkey poults exceeded the supply during the entire 
~43 poult-starting season"but turkey production in 1943 apparently will, be 
about the same as it was in 1942. Early in the year farmers indicated that 
they intended to raise 12 percent more turkeys this year than last. 

Civilian supplies of turkey this season will be smaller than last, 
since the ~antities used for the military will be larger and turkey pro­
duction is abo~tthe same. With even more purchasing power this year than 
last, the ,consumer demand will exceed supplies to even a greater degree than 
last year. The ceiJ~ing price for turkeys is scheduled to decline 3-1/2 cents 
per pound from the end of August to November 1, returning to the level 
a]>plicable to the November I-January 31 period. 

__ As a means of assuring, enough turkey for the holiday needs of the 
armed forces located over seas, FDO 71 was issued on July 31. This order 
as originally issued prohibited sales and deliveries of live and fresh dressed 
turkeys to other ,than designated governmental agencies. Turkeys stored prior 
to the date of issuance were not immediately affected. But in mid-August the 
order was amended to provide that after August 21 no storage turkeys could be 
sold as long as FDO 71 remained in effect. This action was taken because some 
fresh dressed turkeys otherwise may be sold as lI,torageU birds on hand before 
the issue date of the order. FIlO 71 became e-'ffective on August 2 and will 
remain in effect until the emergency purchase program has been completed. 
About 10 million po~ds of turkey will be needed for shipment to overseas 
forces. 

Number 2! Layers Likely !2.. Oontil\ue 
Larger ~ ~ Earlier 

In Ju~y the average number of layers on farms was 12 percent larger 
than in July 1942. The size of laying flocks reache. the seasonal low level 
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in August. then inere,;tses" until· early January., ,W~ th at least 16.5. percent more 
chickE'lns rai sed on farms thi~.,year than last. numbers of layers: ~in farms prob­
ably will continue materially larger than a year 'earlier in th~.:J remainder of 
1943 and into 1944. Supplies of feed and laying-~o~s~ jacilities. apparently 
will be the limiting factors determining the act~i·'in-cre~~e:{h·la,yersthat 
takes place for 1944. As indica.ted last month, average re-latiohships point 
to an increase of 8 to. 10 p.e.r4,ent ,in the nu:nber,.of l:~y~rs on farms ~anuary 1 
over a year eal~lier following the prelimill~y .est.irrlat,e of 16. 5 perc~p:~ larger 
number of chickens rai.sed on farms this year .•. ·,' On 4~u~t 1 t~e, number. of 
pUllets not yet of l~i,:g age on farms in .t~(Vrij,t,~?-~.~a,t~s~ ';~s .~' p~rce!lt'J" 
,l~rger than a year ear1:l.er. >"!~-;::: :.; "l~' .~'G:'~: .... ;';,'" ,. ... . ~:\. 

" .... : .' . 'r, ~;. ... ·f ... ~4:'t'l ".. .J ./,0-

, The seasonal ':'l:ecline in egg produc~ion ,un'de,r ·,.V;lB:Y ,~hlg.~ 'April will , 
cont.inue until l1o,!ember ~sthe :rate of pro~uc~i.on 1?,er. "oi:rq :a:rops off. Comp~red 
with a year. ei2Tlier~ ,h<:l;wever •• egg production is':\verY..likel~:to continue la~g~r 
th:r:ough·the .. remainder of 1943_ With some s.tor~e'eg~s·.{1{<?tb. shell and f~ozen)_ 
to supplement 'larger current production, supplies of'egg~';'for civilians in the 
remainder of the year probably will be larger than the apparent previous reci6'i'd. 
of a year earlier. But in the balance of ,IQ~3t .supplies will be~:~easonal1:r " 
smaller than in the first part of 1943 and pi-obably short of dem'l:ind at -ceiling 
prices. The excess of nemand over supplies, already no~iceable for better 
qUa4,ity eggs in some markets, is,likely to become much'more general til-is fall~ 

, . -.~;.:: . , , .. 

North Atlantic States Reavir Users of Feed i1b.eat 
,. . 

.In,the 1942-43 ~rop year .ended September 3D, it i,sest:i.mat·ed that tl~arly 
500 million bushels of w~eat wilt havebe,en' fed in the United states. Much, o'f 
this has s.o far been feed whe'at distribut:e'd. in the North Atlantic. ·States.~; Th~s 
has made' p~ssib:J..e a considerabi~ e;cpansio~ in livestock ;~u:inb~rs in the area. 
even though locally-grown feed. ,supplies have not changed1,11uch in recent' years. 
The number of chickens raised on farms in the Eastern area iIi 1943 was 21 .... 
percent ~arger than in 1942 anQ.35 percent above aVerage. By the end of the ... 
year .. lay;i.ng floc~s in this area may average ,about 10 .percep.t larger than a 
year earlier. tfith, :smaller feed ,supplies Ln. progpec,t:,_ how~vert re1ati.ve1..Y . 
heavy culling of laying flocks is likely in the cpmi:X).g season. Except' for" 
1941, the ·r-ate of laY pe,r bird in this area in Julywa~ th,e highest on record 
for the month. . . ': 

'i 

North Q.entral St9-tes -- 2.2 Ml,Hion .~ 
Chi ckans Raj" sed ~ Year.; 

" 

, " 
The·egg-feed p~ige r~iat'ionships in the North Central States has ''been'·; 

very favorable this year. causing a strong demand 'for bEiby chicks for flock:" 
replacement and expansion purposes. The preliminary estimate of the number of 
chickens raised in this region shows an increase of 63 million _head, 16 perce~t 
over a year earlier. Relative to livestock numbers. feed supplies in U..is ,~ 
area will be smaller than last year. The situation will· 'not be as tight as 
in defiei t feed areas, so .. .a.;material increase in layers is likely. Sales of 

., .. : 

, 
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chickens in the North Oentral area will be much heavier than the previous 
record of last year and,may cause temporary price declines by overtaxing 
processing facilities.' The rate of lay in this area in July was the highest 
on record for the month. In the first 7 mo~ths of 1943. egg production in 
the North Central States was 14 percent larger than in the corresponding 
period of 1942. 

South -- Poultry ~ Egg Production ~ 
Above Aver~e t 

\.~ . ,., 

., 
" . 

Production of feed has been increased in most Southe~n States in the 
past several years ana relatively large supplfes' of feed whea~have been used. 
Prices have encouraged increases' in production of poultry and.eggs that com­
pare favorably with increases that have taken place in sUNpl~s feed-prod.cing 
sections of the Nation. The number of. chickens raised on fa~ms in 1943 is 15 
percent larger than in 1942 and 36 percent above the 10-year average~ Laying 
flocks in this section at the beginning of 1944 probably vdll be nearly 10 
percent larger thar a year earlier. The rate of lay in Southern Ste.tes has 
declined more than seasonally in recent months and in July. was 2 percent 
below the rate of a year earlier. Production of eggs in the first 7 months 
of 1943 was 16 percent larger than in the corresponding period of 1942. 

Production of broilers in the eastern and southeastern parts of this 
area has increased sharply in the past year or so. To fill the demand for 
baby chicks, both eggs and baby chicks have been shipped from the Miduest 
and from New England~ 

~ --~ 2! La~ D§clining 

The number of layers on farms in the Western States in July uas 12 
percent larger than a year earlier, the same increase as was shown for 
January 1943- In the first quarter of 1943 the rate of lay per bird in this 
area was at near record levels, but in recent months, apparently because of 
the deteriorating feed situation, the rate has dropped off much more than 
seasonally. In July the average number of eggs laid per bird was 4 percent 
smaller than in July 1942 and the smallest for that month since 1933. In the 
first 7 months of 1943 egg production in this area was 10 percent larger than 
in the corresponding period last year. 

By raising 10 percent more chic~ens than in 1942. a basis has been 
established for a further i~crease in~n~&ers of layers, as is the case for 
all States of the Nation. Supplies of feeds will be even shorter in the 
coming season, however, than they have been this past season. This area 
depended heavily on the feed-wheat pro,~r~~ in 1942-43 just as the North 
Atlan:'tic States did. Considerably ,sm~ler quanti tres of feed vlheat will be 
avai~able.in the 1943-44 season. • . . 

, In the July Poultry and Egg Situation a chronological list of price and 
supply controls for poultry and eggs was given, together \nth the p~incipal 
provisions of each order or announcement. That summary covered the :'pe;-r;iod 
through July 15. 1943_ Additional orders issued through August 20, .19l.f3. are 
gi ven in the' accompanying table. " 

.. 



Maximum price and supply controls Tor specified poultry and egg products' 
issued from July 15 through August' 20, 1943 ' 

Title of order, issue date, :----- ... · effective date, reference in: Commodity: Principal pro~isions of orders 
~ral Register and ag~ncy : • : 

Amendment 12 to RMPR 269 
Issued ~st 4. 1943 
Effective August 4. 1943 . 
8FR-10940 .. Augt1st 6, 1943 
O.P • .A. 

Correction of Amendment 9 
to MP.R 333 ' 
I ssued August 6,. 194} ... 
Effective AUgUst 12, 19~3 
O .. P.A., 

Amendment 1~ to MPR 333 
Issued August 14. 1943 
Effective August 13. 1943 
O.P.A. 

FIX) 71 
Issued July 31, 1943 
Effective' August: 2. 1943 
8FR-I0703·August 3. 1943 
W.F.A. 

Amendment.l 'to FIO 71 
Issued August 17, 1943 
Effective August 21" 1943 

: 
: Poultry 
: 
• • 
• • 
: 
• • 
:Frozen and dried eggs 
· · • • 
• • • • 
• .. 
: Eggs 
• • 
• • 
• • · · • • 
: Turkeys .. • 
• • 
• • 
• • 
: 
: Turkeys 
• • 
• • 

· • 
:Provides that for each locality involved the 
: Government may.paY 1 cent above ~mum price 
: when it ~equisitions.poultry. The Government 
: may sell, poultry at same price as purchased. 
· • 
• 
• , I ' 
:Maximum price of -4, percent yolks for month of 
: October is 45.4 cents and for spray dried powdered' 
: albumen for month of'August is $1.87 instead of 
: 45.1 cents and $1.67. respectively. 
1 · · · · ~Grade labeling requirements for all sellers other 
: than retadlers in the regulation controlling prices 

.: of eggs were relOOved, Provides that a full st~te­
: ment will ~e giv~n to each purchaser describing 
: products '-as to ',grade. etc. 
· .... 
:Restricts sales of live or dressed turkeys to 
: :Government agencies until 10 million pounds are 
: ;obtained fot' Arm'! and Navy.. Order does not affect 
: :'\iurk~ys in storage b~fore August 2,' 1943-
• • · • 

·:Turkeys in storage on or after August 21, 1943. shall' 
: he set "aside for deli very to a Government agency 
: except~those now held for production of canned 
'~ .turkey. · . · ~ • -------- ----~ ... -------.. --------

:. 
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