
• 

.. 

...,.. }:-- .-if-
,J / V( * ~. ./~>:-./ 11,'1 '., (';J"'-. C .. 
- . .-.;'-./ 

1944 OUT{60~ ISSUE 

TH E_Q~~anJ-----7' 
SITUATION 

BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

IJn~ SEPTEMBER 19~3 ----\)Hv----PES-8i 

DISAPPEARANCE OF FEED CONCENTRATES PER ANIMAL UNIT 
AND NUMBER OF LAYERS, 1929-43 

TONS 

90 

80 

70 

60 

50 

PERCENT 

130 

120 

110 

100 

.90 

Disappearance of feed concentrates per animal unit *~ 

• I I I 

• I 
• I 
• I I I 1-----: +----· · . I • 

• • 
• I 

. 
I • ---+--:-: 
I 
I 

• I 
I 

. 
I 
I 
I · 

---l---. 
• • • 

( Percentage of 1932-41 average _ 
for corresponding month) 

~ 

· 
· · • · 

· • · · • • • 
• I 
I 

I .. 
? 

• I I-----.~---I 

• I 

:4----~---~-- ---4---~ 

• I 

-f930 1932 1934 1936 

· · • • · 

1938 1940 1942 
*SUPPLIES ON AN OCT.-SEPT. BASIS ADJUSTED FOR CHANCES IN STOCKS AND NET IMPORTS 

DATA F01l184"-'oir<i BAS1!D ON CROP 'ROSP/sCTS AS OF S6PT. 1. IN. 

1944 

U. S. DEPARTIIENT OF AGRICULTURE ME&". ,(3276 BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOIlICS 

The reduction from a year earlier in the prospective 19~3-lj.lj. feed supply per animal unit 
is similar in magnitude to the d~cline from 1935-36 to 1936-37. But, if stqcks of feeds are re
duced to a minimum b) October I, I 9lj.lJ. , disappearance per animal unit in 19lJ.3-lj.lj. would be only 
moderately less than the unusually heavy disappearance in 194-2-4-3. On the basis of past rela
tionships, numbers of layers on December 31, would be 8 to 10 percent larger this year than last, 
but some reduction in numbers would occur in 19lj.~. Numbers of layers declined, relative to the 
io-year average, in July and August but probably will increase in the next few months as pullets 
from this yearls record hatch are added to laying flocks. 



STATISTICAL SUMMARY 

I T E M 

Number of layers on farms 
Number of eggs laid per hen 
Total farm production of eggs 
Stocks, eggs U. S.: I 

UNIT 

Mi Hi-on 
Number 
Mi~. case 

AUGUST AVERAGE 

PERIOD AVERAGE 

1932-41 
1932-41 
1932-41 

246. 1 
11. 19 
7.65 

Shell 
Frozen 
Total 

1,000 case 1932-41 7,152 
1,000 case 1932-41 3,465 
1,000 case 1932-41 10,617 

purchases, eggs, USDA: 
Dried 2 

Shell, direct 
Dried egg production • 
Commercial hatchery operations: 

Mi L ~b. 
1,000 case 
MiL ~b. 

MiLLion 
• Mi Hion 

Eggs set . •• 
Chicks hatched 

Receipts: 
Poultry, dressed, four markets 
Poultry, live Chicago3 

POultry, live, New York 3 

Poultry, live, Midwest, per plant 
Fowl (hens).,. live, Midwest, per plant 
Young stock, live, Midwest, per plant 

Stocks, poultry: I 
BrOilers 
Fryers 
Roasters 
Fowls .( hens) • 

MiL ~b. 
Car 
Car 
1,000 ~b. 
1,000 ~b. 
1,000 ~b. 

MiL ~b. 
MiL. ~b. 
MiL ~b. 
NiL ~b. 

Turkeys • 
Ducks • • 
Miscellaneous and unclassified 
Totai poultry 

• MiL lb.' 
MiL !b. 
MiL lb. 
Mi L ~b. 

Prices received by farmers: 
Eggs, per dozen 
Eggs, parity price per dozen 
Eggs, percentage of parity 
Chickens, per pound 
Chickens, parity price per pound 
Chickens, percentage of parity. 
Turkeys, per pound . 
Turkeys, parity price per pound 
All farm commodities (1910-14 = 100) 
Chickens and eggs (1910-14 = 100). 

Wholesale prices, Chicago: 
Eggs, standards, per dozen 4 

Live heavy hens, per pound 
Live broilers, per pound • 
Live roasters, light, per pound 
Live roasters, heavy, per pound ~ 

Wholesale prices, New York: 
Dr~ssed broilers, 25-30 pounds per 

dozen 

Cent 
Cent 
Percent 
Cent 
Cent 
Percent 
Cent 
Cent 
Index no. 
Index no. 

Cent 
Cent 
Cent 
Cent 
Cent 

Cent 
Dressed roasters, 48-54 pounds per 

dozen Cent 
Dressed fOWls, 48-54 pounds per dozen Cent 

Cash farm income: 
Total marketings 
Poul try and eggs 

Price ratios: 

Nil. doL 
NiL doL 

Chicago, broiler-feed Lb. feed 
Chicago, light roaster-feed Lb. feed 
Farm, egg-feed Lb. feed 
Farm, chicken-feed Lb. feed 
Farm, turkey-feed ..••• : •••• Lb. feed 

Feed cost· per cwt., farmpoultry ration DoBar 
Wholesale food prices (1935-39 = 100). Index no. 
Retail food prices (1935-39 = 100) Index no. 
Prices paid by farmers including inter-

est and tax.es (1910-U = 1001 
Ret ail pr ices (BLS): 

Roasters, dressed, per pound 
Eggs, strictly fresh, per dozen 

Nonagricultural employees l cOOlpensation 
( 1935-39 = 100) 

Index no. 

Cent 
Cent 

Index no. 

1932-41 
1937-41 
1937-41 
1932-41 
1932-41 
1932-41 

1932-41 
1932-41 
1932-41 
1932-41 
1932-41 
1932-41 
1982-41 
1932-41 

1932-41 
1932-41 
1932-41 
1932-41 
1932-41 
1932-41 
1937-41 
1937-41 
1932-41 
1932-41 

1932-41 
1937-41 
1937-41 
1937-41 
1937-41 

1932-41 

1932-4} 
1932-41 

1937-41 
1937-41 

1937-41 
1937-41 
1932-41 
1932-41 
1937-41 
1932-41 
1932-41 
1932-41 

1982-41 

1932-41 
1932-41 

1932-41 

lEnd of month. Frozen eggs converted to case equivalent. 

2Includes purchases for future delivery. 

24.3 
386 
631 

17.83 
7.93 
9.46 

8.8 
2.6 
4.7 

11.5 
9.2 
7.7 

20.7 
57.4 

19.3 
25.9 
74 
13.6 
14 .6 
92 
14.6 
18.8 

100 
98 

19.8 
17.6 
18.5 
18.3 
18.9 

20.7 

24.9 
19.4 

797 
75 

14.9 
14.9 
16.2 
11.5 
12.4 

1. 26 
95.2 
97.6 

U8 

30.3 
84.6 

96.5 

1942 

JULY AUGUST 

295.3 
13.85 
11. 36 

7,642 
7,747 

15, 501 

18.8 
0.5 

23.9 

41.7 
29.7 

32.0 
395 
562 

24.24 
12.42 
10.88 

5.5 
3.3 
4.9 

21.0 
18.9 
7.3 

18.4 
79.3 

29.5 
29.4 

100 
18.7. 
17.3 

108 
18.9 
21.9 

154 
145 

32.1 
20.0 
24.5 
28.7 
24.7 

27.7 

34.0 
26.5 

1, 219 
130 

14.4 
14.0 
17.7 
11.2 
11.3 
1.67 

125.4 
124.6 

152 

3g.8 
46.1 

187.3 

288.6 
12.31 
9.86 

6,761 
7,254 

14,005 

9.0 
12.0 
22.5 

36.S 
22.4 

36.8 
421 
564 

32.88 
12.88 
19.82 

7.9 
5.8 
1.1; 

22.7 
12.1 
9.2 

21. 2 
86.S 

32.2 
31.7 

102 
19.6 
17.3 

118 
19.9 
21. 9 

168 
156 

34.2 
22.5 
25.7 
24.8 
24.9 

29';5 

36.2 
28.7 

1,412 
125 

15.2 
14.6 
19.3 
11.7 
11.9 
1.67 

127.4 
126.1 

152 

42.0 
51.7 

1~1. 9 

1943 PCT. OF 
YEAR 

JULY AOOUST EARLIER 

330.8 
18.71 
12.59 

8,578 
9,365 

17,948 

15. ° 
27.1 
21. 2 

57.9 
44.8 

23.6 
314 
755 

23.87 
18.97 
9.07 

2.9 
3.3 
3.9 

11.0 
5.5 
2.2 

10.2 
38.9 

36.3 
32.3 

112 
25.3 
18.8 

185 
28.5 
23.8 

188 
183 

38.!! 
24.0 
27.5 
27.5 
27.5 

36.5 

36.5 
32.5 

1,549 
195 

12.9 
12.9 
17.1 
11.9 
13.4 
.2.12 

135.5 
139.0 

165 

44.5 
54.2 

236.5 

316.1 
12.22 
10.73 

7,529 
9, 106 

16,635 

8.4 
5.3 

16.0 

43.9 
29.1 

28.4 
375 
709 

31.63 
13.98 
16.96 

5.8 
5.4 
7.3 

15.6 
5.1 
3.2 

12.3 
54.7 

38.8 
34.8 

111 
25.6 
18.8 

136 
28.8 
23.8 

193 
193 

40.8 
24.0 
27.2 
27.2 
27.2 

36.5 

36.5 
32.5 

12.7 
12.7 
18.2 
12.0 
13.5 
2.13 

133.8 
137.2 

165 

44.3 
59.2 

110 
. 99 
109 

112 
126 
119 

93 
44 
71 

120 
130 

71 
89 

126 
96 

113 
86 

73. 93 
96 
69 
42 
36 
58 
63 

120 
110 

131 
109 

145 
109 
118 
124 

119 
107 
106 
110 

10" 

124 

104 
113 

127 
150 

84 
87 
94 

108 
113 
128 
105 
109 

109 

105 
116 

126 

3Car equivalent of receipts by freight, truck, and express. 
"Fresh firsts August 1932-41 average, July, August 1942; current receipts July 1-10, 1943; standards ,43 pounds, 

Ju ly 12-Augus t 31, 1943. 
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THE P 0 U L T'R Y AND E G ~ SIT U A T ION 
" C • • ~ ': --, J ,:" •• t 

--------------------------~--------------------------

Summary . 

Over-all production of poultry products'in'the United states in 1944 is 

likely to be about the same as the record output 'in 1943. Prices received by 

farmers for some items in 1944 as a whole probably will average higher than 

this year and cash farm income from poultry and eggs probablY'will reach a 

slightly higher level. Prices paid by farmers for laying mash now are about 

10 percent higher than in January 1943 and the average for 1944 is very 

likely to be above the average for this year • 

Based on past relat'ionships t the number of layers on farms at the 

beginning of '1944 would be between g and 10 'percent larger than a year 

~ , earlier. But because of the pro apecti ve tight feed supply ai tUation, -parti cu-

• 

f' 

larly in deficit-feed areas, some reduction in numbers is likely to take place 

during 1944. The rate of egg production,per hen next year may be a little 

below the 1943 average but, with more layers to start the year, totQl egg 

production in 1944 probably will be at least aS,large as in 1943, if not a 

little lavger. With a stronger all-around demand for eggs in prospect, egg 

prices to farmers may average higher in the first half of 1944 than in the 

first half of 1943 when prices were a little below ceiling levels. Civilian 

consumption of eggs in 1944 probably will be about the same as i'n 1943 and 

considerably above the pre-war average. 

The number of chickens raised in 1944 probably will be moderately 

. -
smaller than 1943 in view of the less favorable feeQ prospects. The number 

of layers for 1945, however, will be influen'ced to a: considerable 'extent by 

the outcome of 1944 feed crops and may be little different from the level at 

the beginning of 1943_ 
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Commercial aroiler production is concentrated in deficit feed areas, 

and the number of chickens" raised" fbrbr9ilers as well as farm chickens may 

be smaller in 1944 than in 1943. Total supplies of chi~ken meat in 1944 

nevertheless are likely to be about the same as the all-time high reached in 

1943, since slaughter from laying flocks is likely to be much larger than 

this year. Chicken prices to farmers in 1944 will average at least as high 

as in 1943. 

Civilian supplies of turkey this fall will be slightly smaller than a 

year earlier, since production apparently is slightly smaller and much greater 

quantities are to be taken for the military. Turkey production in 1944 may be 

about as large as this year. Unlike broilers, the heaviest turkey producin~ 

regions are located in feed-surplus sections of the Nation. 

-- September 21, 1943 

REVIEW OF 1943 

The number of layers on farms in January 1943, the seasonal high for 
the year, was 15 percent larger than in January 1942 and 28 percent larger 
than the lO-year average for that month. In the first 3 months of 1943 
numbers of layers declined proportionately less than a year earlier as some of 
the late pullets from the 1942 hatch were added to laying flocks. But from 
late March to July 1943, apparently because of slightly heavier mortality and 
somewhat heavier culling, numbers of layers declined relatively more sharply 
than a year earlier, though less proportionately than the lO"'year average 
decline during that period. From July to August the relative decline in si~ 
of flocks for the Nation as a whole was the largest ever to occur in that 
period. The sharp drop was largely due to unusually heavy culling in the West 
North "Central States. In this area heavy culling of old birds has been 
necessary to make housing room for the record number of pullets raised this 
year. 

With a much larger number, of layers on farms this year, the actual 
disappearance of birds from laying flocks has been larger in all months of 
1943 than ever before. The heavier mortality rate accounted for only a small 
part of the increased disappearance; most of the birds were sold for meat 
purposes. However, because of the heavy consumption of poultry near the 
sources of supply, these increased quantities did not show up in market 
receipts until the producing areas had shifted to a seasonal surplus basis. 
At Midwest primary markets receipts of fowl were considerably smaller for 
the first 6 months of 1943 than a year earlier, but so far in the second half 
of 1943 they have been much larger than any previously on record. 

The rate of lay per bird in 1943 has been"near the previous record 
set in 1942 despite some decrease in quality of feeds and difficulties in 
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actually obtaining supplies of feed in some lpcalities. The average number'et 
eggs laid per hen in the first g months of 1943 was 110.6 eggs, colhpared with 
111.3 in the corresponding months of 1942 and the lO-year average for the 
period of 100.9 eggs. 

Total egg production in the United States in the January-August period 
of 1943 was 13 percent larger than the previous record for those months set 
in 1942. Increases by regions in the January-August egg production were as 
follows: North Atlantic, 9.2 percent; East North Central, 11.1 percent; 
West North Central, 16.1 percent; South Atlantic, 10.4 percent; South Central, 
17.0 percent and West 10.3 percent. 

In August the number of layers on farms in the United states was 10 
percent larger than in August last year. The rate of lay averaged nearly 
1 percent below the rate a year earlier, however. Total egg output in August 
showed an increase of 9 percent over that of August 1942. 

Egg Prices Advance Seasonalll 

Prices of top grade eggs in most terminal markets have been at ceiling 
levels since early July. Prices of lower grade eggs, on the other hand, 
have been relatively more abundant to date and prices at times have been a 
little below ceiling levels. Compared with a year earlier, all egg prices 
have been higher by fairly substantial margins. In mid-August the average 
price received by farmers for eggs in the United States was 38.8 cents per 
dozen,,20 ;percent higher than a year earlier. The seasonal low point in 
egg prices to farmers this year was reached in April -- 33.7 cen~s per 
dozen. For the first g months of 1943 prices received by farmers for eggs 
averaged between 7 and 8 cents higher than in the corresponding lJ,eriod last 
year. The weighted average price received in 1942 was 29.9 cents per 
dOlen. 

Apparent disappearance of eggs into domestic consumption has been 
. much heavier than a year earlier since late July. But because of the 

unprecedented consumer demand, retail egg prices have continued well above 
those :of a year earlier • 

Stor~e,Stock~ ,£f Eggs Reduced bj'Millio'n 
Oases in :A.ugust 

The net into-storage movement of shell eggs in 1943 began in mid
January. the earliest date on record. This movement'':7as of comparatively 
~oderate proportions until the schedule of ceiling prices for eggs (MPR 333) 
was announced in late February. While the schedule of, ceiling prices pro
vided a seasonal pattern of egg prices not greatly different, from usual, a 
very strong demand for eggs for storing resulted because of the prospects 
that egg prices would sell at "'ceiling prices in the out-of-storage season 
during the fall and winter of 1943~44. ' With a strong storage demand 
supplement'ing an unprecedented consumer demancf, prioes of fresh ,shell ,eggs 
became high relat'i ve to ceiling ctnd Government purchase pri,ces of dried 
whol~egg. ' 

In an effort to alleviate this situation, the War Food Administration 
in late March issued Food Distribution Order 40, restri~ting the storage of 
shell'eggs for civilian use in late 1943 to moderate working inventories. 
In a, snhseq1.1f}l'lt Amendment 1 t ,"'aR provio_ed th~t all ep'p-:~ 'in storap'e prior to 
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March 23 were not subject to the set-aside prov1s10ns of the order. Hence, 
at the beginning of the current out-of-storage season, supplies of store~e 
shell eggs for civilian use could legally consist of eggs placed in storage 
prior to March 25, 1943, and an allowance for working inventories. All other 
shell eggs to have been legally held were to have been owned by Government 
agencies or specifically set aside for Government use eventually either in 
shell or dried form. Storage stocks of shell eggs in the United States on 
March 25 apparently were close to 3 million cases. The total quantity allow
able for working inventories has been estimated at about 1 million cases. 
Stocks of shell eggs on July 1 totaled nearly 9 million cases, the largest on 
record for that date since 1933. The actual Quantities of storage shell eggs 
for civilian use in the current out-of-storage season, however, cannot be 
determined with accuracy until data become available on actual quantities 
used for drying and other noncivilian uses. 

On September 1, 1943, stocks of shell eggs in the United States totaled 
7.5 million cases compared with 8.6 million cases on August 1, 1943, and 6.8 
million cases on Sept~mber 1, 1942. 

A limitation order, Fro 41, issued on March 2Zt provided that during 
the year beginning February 1, 1943, no person (or firm) was to produce liQ~ 
or frozen eggs, other than for use in meeting some governmental account, in 
excess of his total production a year earlier. Production of frozen egg for 
drying later in the year has been very heavy. Total production of frozen egg 
in the United States in the January-August period of 1943 was 405 million 
pounds compared with a total output in the 1942 calendar year of 258 million 
pounds. Stocks of frozen egg on September 1, 1943, totaled the equivalent of 
9·1 million cases. Thus. the equivalent of all eggs in storage on September 1 
was 16.6 million cases, about 1.3 million cases below the all-time peek of 
17.9 on August 1, 1943. 

Dried ~~ Productio~ in 1943 Will Require 
..§2.Q Million D~~~~ of ~ 

So far in 1943 production of dried egg in the United States has been 
larger than the record of a year earlier in all months except July and August. 
Egg-drying operations have been reduced since June in keeping with the sch~\ 
for delivery of spray-dried whole egg to Government agencies. Egg-drying 
operations will have to be resumed on a large scale in the near future to meet 
the existing schedule of deliveries to war agencies during the fall and winter 
months. Except for a limited quantity. all the dried egg produced for deliver; 
according to the following schedule of deliveries must,._be. processed within 40 
days of the delivery date. Purchases of dried egg hav:'been relatively small 
in recent weeks, averaging less the.n 1 million pounds weekly so fEr in 
September. 

Purchases of dried whole eggs by the War Food Admintstration 
~~u~~t. 18, 1942' by delivery months 

:T;tal 
Jan. : Feb. : Mar. : Apr. : May : June: July: Aug. : Sept. : Oct. : Nov. : Dec. : for . . . . __ : lear . . . . 
Mil. Mil. - Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. 
lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. - lb. lb. lb. lb. 
IT:4 12·9 13.1 13.4 18.3 17.5 18·5 19.2 19.2 2270 25·3 15.8 2C5b.b 

7.2 20.1 12.6 21.4 17.2 10.9 19.6 19·9 16.0 16.1 21.0 32.4 214.4 
:23.0 --- ---
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The delivery schedule given i.n the above table suggests that production 
of dried egg in the United ~tate~ in 1943 will be about 20 percent larger 
than in 1942 and more than giix times as large as the 191n output. In 1943 
more than 800 million dozens of eggs will be used for drying compared with 
about 721 million in 1942 and 139 million dozens in 1941. The shell-egg 
equivalent of quantities used for drying as a percentage of total United 
States production of shell eggs is 16 percent for both 1943 and 1942 and less 
than 4 percent in 1941. Prior to 1941, less than 1 percent of the annual egg 
output in the United States was used for drying. 

FDO 41, ;.ssued in March 1943, in addi tion to limiting production of 
liquid and frozen egg, provided that all spray-dried whole egg produced in 
1943 was to be exclusively for Government use. Dried egg other than ~pray
dried whole egg was not to be produced in larger quantities than in 1942* 

Receipts of Poultry Increasing Seasonally 

Although apparent sales of chickens by farmers have been h8avier than 
a year ee.rlier in every mOllth this year, the increases have not shown up in 
normal marketing channels. In the first 6 months of 19)+3. receipts of live 
poultry at Midwost primary markets were betweon 10 and 64 percent smeller 
than a year earlier. Receipts of both fowl and young stock have incroased 
greatly from the seasonally low lovel of last spring. Since July 1, receipts 
of fONl have be on the largest on record, but rooeipts of young stock have 
been a little below the previous high reachod in 1942. 

Smaller marketings of young stock in the Midwest to early September. 
despite the larger production on farms this year, indicate that farmers may 
be feeding their young birds to heavier weights this year than last. This 
tendency would be supported both by price relationships and local supplies 
of feeds, especially home-grown grains. Farm marketings of chickens in the 
United States as a whole in 1943 apparently will be larger than in 1942 by 
more than 25 percent. 

Increased farm marketings of chickens apparently have almo~t entirely 
relieved the tight supply situation that had prevail~d in most Mid\'I'estern 
and Eastern live poultry mark~ts in the first half of 1943. Supplies of 
live birds in many of these poultry markets are sufficient to meet demand 
at ceHing prices and prices of some classes are slightly below the estab
lished maximum levels. Compared with a year ago, however, prices of live 
birds at both New ,Iork and Chicago are considerably higher. ~upplie5 of . 
dressed poultry, on the other hand, have continued short of market demand 
at ceiling prices. The excess of demand over supply has been especially 
pronounced for heavy roasters and for fowl. 

Prices of dressed chickens at New York in mid-September ranged from 
14 percent higher than a year earlier for heavy roasters to 20 percent higher 
for broilers. Prices of dressed fo1tTl wero 10 to 21 percent higher than in 
the corresponding period last year. 

In Pacific Coast markets demand for both live and dressed poultry 
exceeds supply at ceiling prices. Q,uotations on prices of live birds at 
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San Francisco, reflecting present ccilings~' ;,angc' from 20 percent beloi" a 
year ago for'Leghorn chickens to 20 percent higher for fowl .. Thc,9-verc.ge 
price received by farmers for chickens in the United States in'mid':'August 
was 25.6 cents per pound compared "lith 25.3 cents in mid-July and

i

19.Gcents 
in August 1942. " , 

Iuto...;Storagc'Movement of Poultry in August 
~wice that of a Year-Earlier --

:Because of the strong consumer dema11,d, storage stocks of poultry "rere )' 
reduced to unusually low levels in the first half of this year. On Juno 1, 
1943. the seasonal low point for the year, stocks of\poultry in the United 
States totaled 21 million pounds, only 26 percent of a year earlier and tho 
smallest on record since 1918. :By September 1, stocks had increased to 55 
million pounds. This waS' 63 percent- of a yee:r earli,er but wp_s only 5 per-
cent below the 1932-41 average for that date. Fowls and young chi,ckens ci:tch 
accounted for about 40 percent of the not increase fn total stock,s from' 
June I to September 1. On September 1, stocks of each class were srJallcr • 
than a year earlier by from 4 percent for roasters to 65 percent f'or ducks'. 
Relatively larger amounts probably have 'be'on stored for eViscerating and 
canning this year than last. Larger amounts also arc being stored for 
future usc by the armed forces. 

Improved Chick ~ality Increases Rate 
of Egg Productil)U por Layer 

Substantial changes havo been made by farmers during tho last decade 
in methods and practices of poultry and egg production. Inpr0vod feeding 
and brooding have been largely responsible for tho increase in rate nf egg 
production per layer that has taken place. The sharp increase in the pro
portion of chicks obtained from commercial hatcheries provides a means of 
spreading desirable qualities of a single hatChery supply flock among many 
flocks producing eggs for the consumer market. In 1943 farmers obtained • 
from commercial hatcheries about 84 percent of the chickens raised compared 
with 82 percent in 1942, 79 percent in 1941, and 75 percent in 1940. 
Regionally, the preliminary'percentages for 1943 are as follows: North 
Atlantic,87 percent; East North Central. 93 percent; West North Central, 
90 percent; South Atlantic, 72 percent; South Central, 65 percent; and 
West, 64 percent. 

The National Poultry Improvement Plan, inaugurated in 1935 unc'l,er the 
sponsorship of the :Bureau of Animal Industry and cooperating agenciec in the 
States, has helped greatly to raise the' average 'quality of chicks hatched' 
in the Nation. Hatcheries and hatchery flock owners must attairl certain 
minimum standards of breeding, disease control, and management to becor.1e 
partiCipants in the Plan. Participation in this Plan has increased several 
fold since the original beginning in 1935, as shown in 'the following table: 
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!:,rtici~['tion in tho ~~ntionC',1 Poultry Improvement Pl~, 
United States, 1935-43 . 

- ': Average number:Tote.l nu.'Tlber -. -:-- --"-
Nv~ber Egg capacity 
~f of hens per: of birds of hatcheries 

floCks flock r:t begin-: Pot. 'beginning 
~ . f f p'?,rticip["ting _________ ----,,.,, _ ---1-n~n~ 0 se1",son 0 season 

lQm1ber Number Thousands Tho1,lsanc1.s 

1:35-36 23, 1513 148 
1936-37 30,558 214 
1937-38 23,820 206 
1333-39 42,591 203 
1939-40 50,559 212 
lC)4a-41 59,136 203 
191~1-42 69,681 223 
1342-43 69,569 238 

--- - .. - --- ----

3,522 
6,536 
5,943 
3,654 

10,714 
12,011 
15,519 
16,534 

38,066 
52,592 
60,523 
75.783 
90,579 

117.916 
135,742 
147,048 

--- --- --- ----
Dl,..'..rbgt:lis ')2St ser,son, t:1E: m1l'nber of flocks represented in the program 
(.8C1'<:''''SO(. sliE-htly frOG a year ecor1ier, but, ,d th a,Xl increase of 15 oirds 
"er 2.ve;:af-8 size flod:, the l11J..!ll'.:>er 'of oir('.s ,';&.8 L1Cre?sed about 1 million 
~leaC'.. The ct)c.ci t;r of ·~~artici1J2.ting hptcl1eries in 1942-43 atparently was 

,ecn.J.ivE',:.(3nt to about 30 'gerce!'lt of the toti.l CC")B.ci ty of hatcheries in the 
F:li tee: Ste,tes. Im~.)roveme:'lt in chick qU8,li ty. of course,· is not limi ted to 
'i2.Tt1.ci:::'2:lts in this ;?rogrem, but the ge:leral increase in this t~'Pe of "rork 
b(.iC8.tes t!oe trene~ of thought and effort Hi th res::;:ect to increasing quality 
C',:'lG. liV2bilHy of r:ro0.1.1.cing stock. Competition '!'rithin the he,tchery industry 
is ':l'o:10uace('c, so ~,n;;r o:cganizecc effoj,·t·~uch as th~,t embodied in the rTF D? '-'!ould 
be e:;:I~:ectecl to hEwe '\·:i0.es~read. results. 

In earI~T 19w-3 the 3ureau of AniJ;IlaI Inc.ustry anaoU>'1ced 1.rhat has come 
to be l:i::.o",n e,s t~:e "Victory Cockerel Frogram~ n T:lis program 1,ras designee!. to 
f.reatl~r L'lcrease tlle" number of im~rovect coc~ere1s in. hatchery flocks of the 
l;7e.tion. A recent survey by t~'lat Bureau covering 23 States indicates that 113.3 
~ercent of the llatcl:.ery flecks participating in the J:Tp,tional Foul try 
Im')Tovenent F Ian include iml)!"oveo. male birers. This probably is considerably 
above com;)are,ble fi~:L'.res for :previous ;;rears. A substantial increase probabl;)r 
hDS tBJcen ~~le.ce elso al11011g nonr;~rtici'!ants~ 

Consir,ere.tions \ii th respect to ouali t~r ifnrrove:nent of laying stock 
Qrc im:::'ortcmt in eppr"dsing the outlook for egg !?roduction in 1944 £'...'1d 

. t'1eree.fter. Reev.irements of feed' for n1abten2.~ace of laying birds is abo1.l.t 
:::onst2nt rega.l'dlGss of the re.te of production. Eence, the amount of feect 
req1.1ired to :proe.uce a c1.ozen eggs 0,00ressos as tho rate of lay is incroased 
t~1rough. betto;r laying sto~k,. . . 

Poultry FroG.uetion COn1':;2.rod 1"ith Goals for 1343 

Froc::'uction goals for 1943 for: -eg€.s, chickens, and turkeys ';mre 
£,lmouncc;c~ b:;r,:tho Sccrctc::.ry oJ Agricultur8 Fovembcr 30, 1942. A price-support 
proE:rI'JIl 1,'[['.8 announcG(1 siDult6.nc·ou~ly. TILe; goals ',·rcrc· 4,780 million dozGns 
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of egbs. 4,000 million po~~ds of chicken, and 560 million pounds of turkey, 
dressed weight. Those goals represented increasos over the preliminary 
estimates of 1942 production, availablo in late Novonber last yoar, of 3 per
cent, 23 percent, and 15 percent, respectively. The final estimates of pro
duction for 1942 i"!hich b~came available in March and April 1943 resulted in 
no significant change for eggs from the preliminary figure available last 
November. For chickens, hO\.;ever, largely because of a change in the method 
of computing the weight of birds consumed on farms, the total slaughter of 
chicken in 1942 on a dressed weight basis was about 4 percent below the 
estimate used in late November 1942. The 1943 chicken goal compared with 
the final esti~ate for 1942 is 34 percont larger. Inventories of turkeys 
on farms 1,-1Ore reduced slightly during 1942, increasing the' dressed i"Teight 
of the slaughter over expectations of November 1942 and redUCing the 1943 
goal as a percentage of production in 1942 from 15'percent; to 13 percent. 
The general policy of the War Food Aruninistration was to use as permanent 
goals the absolute levels announced for 1943 rather than tho percentage 
increases over the actual 1942 output. 

Total egg production in tho United States in 1943 (including the non- 4It 
farm output) l.<Till closely approach 5,000 million ctozens, or 4 to 5 percent 
above the goal of 4,730 million dozens. To reach the chicken goal of 4 
billion pounds in 1943 it was suggested that the slaughter of chickens from 
general farms ~~d from nonfarn sources be increased 10 percent for tho usual 
season, that broiler production be increased greatly over the 1942 output, 
and that 100 million birds, or more, be raised out of the usual season in 
general farming arena. Estimates of tho number of chickens raised on farms, 
based on roturns from crop correspondents, of cnurse, do nnt distinguish 
entirely betwGen early and late chicks. However, it appears that the number 
of chickens started between June 1 and September 1 this year wns gre,'1,tly in 
excoss of the nunber last ye~:r. On September lt the number of chickens on 
fl1rms under 3 months old i"!as 44 percent -- 69 million hoad -- larger than on 
the corresponding date last year. Hence, it appe~rs that the total nw~ber of 
chickens raised on faros in the United States w~ll be nearly 20 percent larger 
than in 1942. ~~ increase of about 150 million birds. Broiler production ~ 
this year will be considerably in excess of the 1942 output. The final 
aut cone of this year's chicken slaughter will depend on the weight tn which 
birds aro fed and the change that actually takes place in year-end nunbers. 
It now appears, however. that the dressed weight of chicken slaughtered in 
the United states in 1943 will be about 3.3 billion pounds or approxioately 
95 percent of the goal. 

Turkey raisers were handicapped as a result of a sh.,rtage of turkey 
hatching eggs in 1943 and the nunber raised apparently is about the SP1l1e as 
in 1942 instead of a 18Ige increase needed to reach the slaughter goal of 560 
millirm pounds, dr0ssed ,,,eight. The dressed weight fJf turkey slaughtered in 
1943 probably will be about 480 millil'll} pounds or ab(}ut 35 percent of the goal. 

H~tchory Output in January-August 233 Million 
Chicks L~rger Than ~ Year Earlier 

Output of chicks by con~ercia1 hatcheries in August was 30 percent 
larger than the record high n~tput of August 1942, making an increase of 21 
percent over a year earlier f"r the first 3 l7lonths of 1943 nr an absolute 
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increase of 233 million birdsi in the period October 1, 1942-September 30, 
1943, during which most etoHers and !liany farm-rFtised chickens would be 
hatched for slaughter in 1943, the total hatch of baby chicks by commercial 
hatcheries in the Uni ted States was about 1,440 million birds, an increase 
of 250 million birds or 21 percent over a yeer earlier. 

By regions, tho incree.ses over a year eFtrlier in numbers of chicks 
hatched during the first 8 months of 1943 wore as follows: New Enghmd, 26 
percent; Middle Atlantic, 31 percent; East North Central, 17 percent; West 
North Central, 17 porcent; South Atlantic, 29 percent; South Central, 22 per
cent; Mountain, 19 percent; P:=>.cific, 29 percent. 

In goneral the demand for chicks continuos very strong. Uncertainty 
about future feed supplies is causing some cancellE',tions of chick ordors, but 
tho supply of hatching eggs is tho limiting factor in hatchery op~rations. 
In parts of the country, orders for chicks cannot bo complotoly filled. The 
numbor of chicks booked on Sept~mber 1 for la.ter delivery WA,S 55 percent 
larger thM the number booked on September 1 [1, ;)Toar ago. The number of eggs 
set was 20 percent larger in August this YG?r thM last. 

OUTLOOK 

BACKGROUND. - In 1941 I'lnd 1942 increases in chickens r!"ised "Jere 
grJatest in tho IvIidt-rost A.nd South~rn p~rts of tho Uni ted States. 
Incre.qscs v!Gre p:=.rticulFtrly large in the secti ohs .qffectod most 
by the droughts of the middle 1930's. In the winter of 1942-43, 
poultry housing f~cilities Ftpparently woro moro fully utilized 
in the Midwest Ftnd South than in other pprts of the Nation. 
Incro~ses in chickens r.qisod in 1943 were large in pil regions, 
but the North Athmtic StA,tes A-PPA-ront1y increA-sod the gron.test, 
proportionately. 

Egg production in the West North Centr!",l Stftt8s ha.s incroAsed 
re1~tivoly more so fFtr during this WA-r thpn in other regions • 
This is shown by the following table: 

Egg production, by regions, P.S percentl'.gos of tho United StFttes totR,l 

--- --- ----- -- --- --- --- ~-- --- ----
Region : 1928-32; 1932-41~ 1_93_9_: _1_9_4-:-0 _: _1_94_1_:_1942 : _1_9_4_3._ 

North Atl[1,ntic · 12·5 14·9 15·5 15. 8 15·5 14.6 ........ 
Epst North Centr~l · 21.6 22.4 21.9 21. 7 21. 7 20·9 It ••• 

West North Centr~1 · 27.5 25. 4 26.0 26.3 27.0 28.8 ••• I 

South Ath"ntic · 8.6 8·7 8.6 8.7 8.3 8.2 ........ 
Sou th Cen trl'.l · 17.0 16.9 17.4 16.7 17.1 17.6 ....... , . 
1!lest · 12.8 11.7 10.6 10.8 10.4 9.9 .................. -------------United St~tos · 100.0 100.0 100.0 ...... ---- -----
Crop P)ospects Improved Furthor ~ 

a lie sul t of Favor.<>.ble WeFl,ther 

100.0 100.0 100.0 -

14.1 
20. 7 
29. 4 

8.0 
18.1 
9.7 

100.0 

The cost of poultry feed has incre.qsed steFtdily since Novomber 1942. 
In mid-August 1943 the ~werpge price paid by fn.rmers for In.ying m.".sh wns 10 



SEPTEMBER 1943 - 12 -

percent higher than in mid-January end 6 percent higher than the average for 
March-May, the main hatching months. However, egg prices continue very 
fe.vorable relative to feed and other production costs. The egg-feed price 
ratio may continue favorable but supplies of feed may not be sufficient to 
meet all livestock feeders I demands. Hence, feed supply prospects assume 
a dominant position for poultrymen and other livestock feeders for the 
coming season. 

The suppl~r of feed grains in 1943-44, including wheat and rye for 
feeding, based on September 1 prospects, is about 145.6 million tons. ~ percent 
larger than that indicated August 1 and 6 percent larger than the July 1 )-
indication but 5 percent smaller than the actual 1942-43 supply. Conditions 
on September 1 last year indicated a supply for the 1942-43 crop year of 144.2 
million tons, but considerable improvement occurred even after that date and 
a total supply of these grains of 153.0 million tons resulted. Since 
September 1 this year, conditions have been very favorable in the Corn Belt 
but have deterior0ted somewhat in the East and South in contrast to the 
generally good conditions that prevailed a year eerlier. 

Total supplies of the principal vegetable protein and byproduct feeds 
are likely to be slightly larger than in 1942-43; but supplies of enimal 
protein will be about as great. With the feed supplies now in prospect and 
about 10 percent more livestock animal units on farms, supplies of all feed 
concentrates per animal unit in 1943-44 will be about 12 percent smaller than 
last year. H017ever, if stocks of feed grains are reduced to a minimum by 
October 1944, total disappearance of feed in 1943-44 would be a trifle larger 
than in 1942-43 but about 7 percent smaller per animal unit. The average 
protein content of the national feed supply in 1943-44 probably will be 
slightly above the previous record of 1942-43. 

On the ,\7hole, relationships bet'.veen prices of livestock products and 
prices of feed prob8~ly ~ill not be quite so favorable as a year earlier durin~ 
the early months of 1944. Consequently, any increases in livestock numbers 
will tend to be small and numbers of some species may declino. In that ev~, 
total disappearrulce of feed concentrates in the first half of 1944 would be~ 
smaller than would be indicated by January I total numbers. Not allowed for 
in tho above estimate of supply and disappearance are any increased quantities 
of wheat that may result from the probable increased winter wheat acreage for 
the 1944 crop. Harvesting of winter wheat begins in June, so relatively 
larger qUffiltities may be used for poultry next summer, especially in the heavy 
wheat-producine: areas. 

The a-oove data CL'1d discussion apply almo st entirely to the national 
situation. The extent to which feed supplies are distributed in proportion 
to need among regions will depend greatly on Government action '"ri th respect 
to pricing of feeds, distrib~ting supplies, and allocating both land and water 
trcmsportation facili tiel!- . ., . 

Supplies of feed will be shortest for poultry in deficit feed areas, 
such as the North Atlentic region which sho'\7S the largest increase in chickens 
raised this year, end. in the South and West. Honever, bec[;use of the large 
proportion of poultrymen in all areas using commercially mixed feeds, con
tinued restricted sales of grain off farms would affect poultry and egg 
production generally. 
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Record Supplies of .Chicken in Prospect 
for ~ Fall ~nd Winter 

A large number of fowl still remain to be sold from laying flocks 
to make housing room for this year! s record number of pUllets. Ti1e number 
of chickens raised on farms this year e.p1)arently is nearly 20 percent larger 
than in 1942. The smaller receipts of young stock in the Midwest than a 
year earlier indicate that farmers in that area may be feeding their birds 
to a heavi er average weight. The unusually large number of chi oks started 
after June 1, of course. ·..,ill not approach the weif,hts farmers desire until 
late fall. The demand for broiler chicks to date elso indicates that sales 
of young chickens from commercial broiler establishments will be much heavier 
than a year earlier in the remainder of 1543. Thus,. e,ll indi cations suggest 
that the increase in suppli es of chi cken co,.1pared wi th a year earli er will be 
largest in the Iftst quarter of 1943. Supplies at that time also will be at 
a seasonal peak, resulting in the largest supply of the product for any 
3-month period in the hi story of the liJation. 

Unless the movement off farms seriously overtaxes transportation and 
processing facilities, prices of chid:ens at all stages of distri"Dution proba
bly will continue at or reasonably close to ceilinr. levels in most localities. 

Basis Established for 1~aterial Increase 
~2! Egg Q~ tj?Ut--.ill 1944 

Based on past relationships between the number of chickens raised in 
the usual season and the number of layers on December 31 each year, an increaSe 
over a year earlier of g to 10 percent in number of hens and pullets on farms 
at the end of 1943 would be expected. Favorable egg prices in prospect and 
the record number of late birds raised ':{ould tend to make the increase greater 
than 10 percent. On ,the otiler hand, the prospective ti~ht supply situation for 
poultry feeds, particularly in deficit feed areas, and the limited housing 
facilities in surplus feed areas, will be restra.ining factors. No data are 
available to indica,te the proportion of the late hatched chicks originally 
intended exclusively for meat purposes • 

A 10 percent increase over a year earlier in numbers of layers by 
January 1 would mean a total of 540 million birds compared with 381 million on 
January 1, 1941, and the 1935-39 average 9f 361t million head. It is likely 
that laying flocks at the beginning of 1544 will include a larger proportion of 
pUllets than ever before. On January 1, 1943, this proportion for the Uni ted 
states '!las 65 percent. The proportion ran,~ed from 56 percent in the Western 
States to 71 percent in the West North Central StRtes. Favorable factors 
affecting the rate of lay pe~bird on hand in 1944 are the prospective incrsase 
in proportion of uullets in laying flocks. probable further increase in egg 
laying- capacity of pUllets raised-'in 1943 ;ver that of 1942, and the relatively 
high average protein content of the national feed supply fol" the coming feeding 
year. In addition to tho above and other fe,ctors, the averagl3 number of eggs 
produced in 1944 PCI' hen a.nd tlullet housed on January 1 will be influenced by 
the extent and timing of culling next yeer. 

From tho standpoint of efficient utilization of feeds, it is desirable 
that the lowest producers be culled to bring numbers to a level in line with 
probable feed supplies. HO'."Iever, in any given season. as long as feed can 
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be obtained, a favorable relationship between egg prices and feed prices 
enables each individual poul trymall to maximize his net cash returns by feeding 
a high proportion of the low producers. The national average number of eggs 
produced in 1944 per hen and pullet housed on January 1 also will depend on 
the areas in which heavy or indiscriminate culling may take place, since the 
rate of production per bird varies materially among regions. The rate is 
highest in the North Atlp.ntic States and in the P[1,cific Coast States and 
lowest in the South. 

With 10 percent more layers to start the year, a considerable drop 
in the r?te of production per bird on JAllu?ry 1 could occur in 1944 "d thout 
resul ting in smp.ller egg production thA.n in 1943. A total output as great 
F\.S in 1943 or slightly greater appears most likely on the basis of present 
condi tions. 

Because of prospective stronger dem?nd from consumers ~d large direct 
war uses, egg pricos next spring may be slightly higher than they were last 
spring when prices generally wore a little below levels permitted by the 
eXisting ceiling schedule covering sales to retailers. Prices of eggs to 
farmers in the second half of 1944 probably will be little different from a 
yep"r o?xlier in view of the fact that prices of most eggs except those of • 
low grp,de and small sizes hl'l,ve been about at ceilings since July 1, 1943-
Ci vilian per cf1.pi ta consumption of eggs in 1944 probp.bly will be Ii ttle 
different from 1943 pnd will f\,gi'in be much above levols that pre~.iled in 
previous yeqrs. 

Moderqte Reduction in Chicken Production 
in Prospect !2E I944 

The conditions thp.t 'ITould cn.usc heFwy culling of laying flocks in 
1944, of course,' p.lso ,.,ill tond to bring 1'1,bout some reduction in numbers 
of chickens rp,ised for flock roplacomen t purposes. On the f1.ver?ge, over 
pP.st ye1'1.rs, tho ch~ge in number of chickens rp.isod on f1'1.rms h~.s been about 
40 percent Fl,S great (\s the change in tho opposite direction in feed prices, 
p.ssuming no change in egg prices. Either reduced tot1'1.1 feed supplies or less 
favorp..ble relations betwoen feed ·costs ?,nd egg and poultry prices would tend 
to cut poultry numbers in 1944. Tho reduction, however, would not be nearl. 
so evenly distributed among f3ed-defici t r:.nd foed-surplus I'l.rons if brought 
about by stoppRges in the flow of feed to some sections rather thrlll by general 
feed-price increases. 

The delIlPnd for chicks for broiler produation has continued very strong. 
Output in the early ::;>p.rt of 1943 1ArpS limi ted only. by supplies of chicks. In 
recent \-,eeks, uncertainties p"bout feed supplies have caused some cp.ncellation 
of chick ardors but supplies of chicks continue as the domin?nt limiting 
fn.ctor. Broiler-producing fpeili ties have been expanded grep.tly ir.. the last 
2 years. At present it p,ppen.rs thp.t broiler production in 1944 will depend 
primprily on governnontpl policy "ri th respect to distribution of feed to ?nd 
within broiler-producing areas, to pricing of foeds. and to enforcement of 
ceilings on prices of finished broilers. Broiler production is concentrated 
in deficit feed areas. 

Although tho number of chickens raised on farms and for broilers may 
be smaller next ¥ear than in 1943, total supplies of chicken meat may be about 

i 
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the same for the 2 yeers, since slaughter from lcWi:1g flocks may be much 
€,l'eater in 1944 then this year. The average .price :;"ecei vee. by farmers for 
chickens in 1944 T'robGbl~r will be ebout the same 'as in 1943. 

SOE1ewhat Fe'.ver Lay~ Ll ~ro spect for 1945 , 

If a reduction in nU!c:lo.er of chic':ens rcdsed rJ2terializes durinz 1941.!·, 
'G~le number of le,yers on f81';:lS probably will b.e. reduced to some extent, £1t 
le,'Ost, from the record high expected in early 1944, but probably not u:ltil 
in the second half of the ;;-e2r. The outcome of feed crops in 1944 will be 
important in determining the number of layers for 1945 8S ,Jell as the nu.TI).ber 
of chickens raised ne~;t spl'ing, since the culling r8.te of potentia.l layers 
'~3.ries consider"bl~r in the fall and eerly wtnter. 

The primary limiting factor in turkey production in 1943 was the 
supply of turkey poults. A transition is taking place in methods of 
red sing tu:;.'keys in that Pl'octucers are buying 811 incree.sing proportion of 
the paul ts the~r st9,rt, r2,ther then hatching them a,t home. Commercia,l pro
cluction of eggs pnC:. Doul ts B:pporently has not kept pe.ce, and the shortage 
of poults W2,S particul2.:d:' 2,cute in 1943. SOr:1e indicationg· point to an 
increase in the mmbel' of -breeder turkeys to be saved for next ye?r. :But 
,'fter ['llo~,r.ring for offsetting fS.ctors, such a.s feeosupplies and prices 
ene, lAbor, it e:ppecl's li~;:el~T that production of tur:~cey in the Nation as e, 
1;~101e mey be about the S2 . .me in 1944 2.S in .. 1943, ~ut considerably 8_bove the 
pre-war Hver2,ge. 

Income from chickens 2nd eggs in 1943 'rill tote.l over 2 billion 
clo11e!"s compared "rith 1.3 'oillion in 1942 and the previous peak of 1.1 
billion cloHars reac~1e(l_ iD 1929 2nct 3 other eerlier ;,"ea1'S. In ed.CLition, 
in lS43. income from -ol'oi1ers will be well ave:;.' 200 million dollars and 
inco!11e L'om tur!;:e::ys yrill -be c'Dout 150 Dillion ("0112rs. Cash :fe.rm L1col:le 
from }X:ultry anec et;ss in lS1.:·1;. is likely to be slishtl~- lerger than in 194 3, 
~~ut this ma.;}' be offset in J.2Ige pert b;T increased exnenses. 

Incr-eeses in il1COil1e ~leve resul tecl. from both s2_les and price incresses. 
Seles of eggs in 191.:-3 Ifill "oe about 60 percent lcn'ger t~12n in lS35-39 and 
prices ':-:rill be ,"-bout 75 'Jel'cent higher, tlaking tote1 cash income from egt?s 
~le2:i.'13T 3 tines 2S la,rse. 30th seles and prices of chickens in 1943 ',rill be 
;:bout 65 perc-ent 2.00ve 1935-39. resulting in an income 2-3/4 times as lc:,rge 
~'s in the pre-'.var :oe1'io(l. 

C2.sh in.cOJ:i8 from "»oultry end. egf:"s in 191.:3 apparently will be 8bout 
~2 .. 7 -percent of tot2~lc2Sil ferm income from 211 sources excluding Government 
payments compared '7itl1 10.6 percent in ~942 end 10.2 nercent in the 1935-39 
"8riod. production 0::: poultr;y- end eggs 8,lso has increased more than oV8r-all 
livest<Xlk or <3,gri_cUlturd p:i.'oduction. 
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Demand to Inc2:£ase Further 

The over-all demand for farm products is likely to average somewhat 
higher in 1944 than in 1943, but the rate of increase from now on will be 
slower than during the last 3 years. Domestic civilian demand, as measured 
by nonagricultural employees compensation, is expected to continue increasing 
for several ,months though probably at a decreasing rate. In July the index 
of nonagricultural empioyees compensation, at 236 percent of the 1935-39 
average, was 26 percent higher than in July 1942 and 64 percent higher than 
in July 1941. The rate of increase during 1942 was the highest on record. 
In the first half of 1943 the increase in this index was about three-fourths 
as great as the increase e year earlier. 

The over-8~1 demand for farm ~roducts for military, lend-lease and 
foreign relief uses will be substantially larger in 1944 than in 1943-
Among these uses poultry meat so far has been used almost exclusively for 
our armed forces. Dried egg on the other hand has been used extensively for 
lend-lease as well as for the military forces. Dried egg became important 
in the lend-lease program largely because of the extremely tight shipping ~ 
situation. Egg drying facilities in the United. States have been expanded 
several fold since early 1941. It is estimated that facilities in operating 
condi tion in mid-September could produce about l.j·20 million pounds an..'1.ually 
based on 300 days operation of 22 hO".lrs }Jer day. Additional facilities for 
processing 30 million pounds annually on the same basis were under con
struction in mid-September. Because of u11favorable relationships between 
prices of dried egg and prices of shell eggs, egg-drying facilities have 
not operated at capacity for several months. Total production of all dried 
egg products in the United States in 1943 apparently wHlbe a little over 
275 million pounds compa.red wi th 236 million pounds in 1942. 

The volume of egg-drying operations in 1944 and after will depend on 
developments in the ocean shipping 8i tuation and on prices and availability of 
satisfactory substitutes for dried egg in this Nation and in other countries. 
Moreover, the types of food that are supplied to liberated areas for relief 
purposes may be conditioned to some extent at least by past eating habi ts of" 
people in such areas. Egg-drying facilities can be used also for dr;Y'ing skim 
milk, the demand and noed for which is i~ some r~.!Ipects relatively much crea.ter 
than for dried egg. 

Because of the prospective stronger civilian demand in the United States 
in 1944, larger quantities of both eggs and poultry probably would bo taken at 
ceiling prices tha..'1. this year. Hence, demand fdr poultry next year is likely 
to exceed supplies by [' greater margin than in 194"). Demand for GGf;S at 
ceiling prices probabl~' will exceed supplie~ in at-least part of 1944, and con
sumption of eggs per capita is likely to be at least about a.s great as in 1943. 

Wholesale prices of all CODnodities except farm and food products have 
been virtually staDilized. Prices of farm and. food products, on the other 
hand, have continued to advance but at a sl~wer rate and with some indications 
that a plateau is beint; apprcac.hed. Except for increases in prices ·of SODe 
agricultural products, the general level of w·holesale prices in 1944 is not 
likely to change t1a.terially. 
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THE EGG SITUATION 
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Figure 1.- Farm production of eggs, chickens, turkeys, and commercial broilers, United states, 

1910-~2. 

Figur"e 2.- Cash farm income from eggs, chickens, turkeys, and commercial broilers, United 
states, 191 O-~2. 

:n response to favorable price relationships, production of both chickens and eggs have 
reached new record levels. Supplies of hatching eggs apparently limited production of both 
chickens and turkeys in 19~3. It is likely that feed supplies will be 3 limiting factor during 
the hatching seaso!) of 19~~ and that a moderate decline in chicke!) production will resL:lt. Tur
key production in I~~ maybe little different from the output in 19~3. The prospective increase 
in numbers of layers at the bE!ginning o~ the I~~ laying season provides a basis for a material 
increase in egg production in 19~~ over 19~3. But the tightening feed supply will be a limiting 
factor. ' 
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Figure 3.- Prices received by farmers for eggs, by months, United States, 1913-22 and 1938 to 
date. 

CASH FARM INCOME FROM EGGS. CHICKENS. TURKEYS. AND 
~OMMERCIAL BROILERS, UNITED STATES, 191'0-43 
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Figure q.- Prices received by farmers for chTci<"ens, by months, United Shtes, 191.3-22 and 
1938 to date. 

Prices received by farmers for eggs have risen somewhat more sharply so far in this war 
than in t~e corresponding period of World War I. The seasonal variation in egg prices, however, 
has been much smaller than it was in the previous war period largely because of relatively 
greater winter production of eggs. Pri<;eceilings also have contributed to the reduction in 
seasonal variation. Chicken prices in this war have reen higher than in corresponding months of 
World War I. 
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EGGS: PRICE RECEIVED BY FARMERS. 
UN ITED STATES, 1913-22 AND 1938-43 
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CHICKENS: PRICE RECEIVED BY FARMERS, 
UNITED STATES, 1913-22 AND 1938-43 
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