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Prices for all live poultry were firm at ceiling levels during most of the first 8 months
of 1943. But during the fall veriod of record high seasonal marketings prices of live chickens

and fowl fell slightly below these levels.

Limited supplies of labor have tended to hamper dressing operattons in some markets so

that the storage situation has become very tight.

Marketings of turkeys have been about the same this season as last and turkey prices have

continued firm at ceilings.



STATISTICAL SUMMARY

OCTOBER AVERAGE 1942 1943 PCT. OF

ITEM UNIT YEAR
PERIOD { AVERAGE |[SEPTEMBER | OCTOBER [SEPTEMBER | OCTOBER { EARLIER

n farms | Mitlion 1932-41 279.6 303.0 839.1 332.0 366.4 108

gﬁﬁﬁii gg igggrian per hen | Number 1932-41 7.08 10.00 8.12 9.95 8.11} 100

Total farm productan of eggs JMil. doz. | 1982-41 163.9 252.6 229.4 275.8 247.7 108

Stgckey cees U i | 1,000 case| 1932-41 | 4, 189 5, 421 3,117 6,018 3, 992 128
FrOZED  « o o + o s o « « « o « & | 1,000 case| 1932-411 2,728 6, 263 4,809 8, 165 6,306 131
Total . . . . v+« « « «f 1,000 casef 1932-41]86,862 11, 6884 7,926 14,183 10, 298 130

isappearance:

Apgggi:;eegieil e§§s A Mil. doz. | 1932-41 58.6 21.5 44.2 30.2 36.6 83
Prozen eggs . . . J Mil. doz. | 1932-41 12.0 6.4 21.0 7.4 32.3 154
Total shell egg equlvalent A ail. doz. | 1982-41 248.1 262.2 278.3 288.1 286.7 105

Dried egg production . | Mil. 1b. -- -- 21.7 22.8 19.9 23.2 102

omme b o erat1ons

O aay | rchery oper J mittion - - 84.5 35.2 37.9 4.2 | 114
Chicks hatched A Million -- -- 22.2 23.4 24.5 25.5 109

Receipts:

ssed, four markets dmMil. 1b. 1932-41 85.2 £3.2 57.1 41.1 51.0 89
523%:55: gi:e Chicagog .| car 1987-41 | 411 518 560 446 480 86
Poultry, live, New York .+« 4| Car 1987-41 681 820 714 858 822 115
Poultry, live, Midwest, per plant .| 1,000 Ib. | 1982-41 28.58 44.59 43.05 42.80 48.67 118
Fowl (heas), live, Midwest, per plant| 1,000 Ib. | 1932-41 16.57 16.73 18.88 15.76 21.20) 112
Young stock, live, Midwest, per plant] 1,000 Ib. | 1982-41 17.67 27.84 28.78 26.30 26.97| 1138

S‘§25§15321‘”¥ C ' Amir. . |1982-41] 13.0 9.3 10.8 9.5 12.4 | 115
Pryers D e SMiL Ib 1982-41 8. 11.3 16.5 9.5 15.4 93
Roasters . . . . . . Jumil. 1b. {1932-41 14.8 20.1 36.2 14.8 28.5 79
Fowls (hens) Jmir, . | 1932-41 16.4 29.8 44.1 23.8 40.0 91
Turkeys JAMil, Ib. 1932-41 4.9 8.0 12.7 9.8 14.4 118
Ducks . . . G Mil. Ib. 1932-41 7.4 9.4 8.0 3.6 3.4 42
Mlscellaneous and nnclass1f1ed JMil. Ib. 1982-41 24.1 27.1 32.7 15.4 25.7 79
Total poultry . . e o o JMil. Ib. 1932-41 82.1 116.5 161.0 86.3 139.7 87

Prices received by farmers
Eggs, per dozen . . . JCent 1982-41 25.3 34.7 37.4 41.6 45.2 121
Eggs, parity price per dozen «tCent 1932-41 34.8 87.8 42.0 . 40.5 45.0 107
Eggs, percentage of parity .} Percent 1932-41 78 93 89 103 100
Chickens, per pound ., . . « +|Cent 1932-41 18.5 20.3 19.5 25.2 24.6 126
Chickens, parity price per pound . .| Cent 1932-41 14.7 17.4 17.6 18.8 18.9 107
Chickens, percentage of parity .| Percent 1932-41 91 117 111 134 130
Turkeys, per pound . , . . « «|Cent 1987-41 16.4 21.17 23.9 29.0 29.9 125
Turkeys, parity price per pound + | Cent 1987-41 18.9 22.0 22.2 28.8 28.9 108
Turkeys, percentage of parity . . .| Percent 1987-41 87 93 125
All farm commodities (1910-14 = 100)| Index no. | 1882-41 102 188 169 198 192 114
Chickens and eggs (1810-14 = 100 . .| Index no. | 1982-41 118 186 178 201 212 128

Wholesale prices, Chicago: g
BEggs, standards, per dozen® . . . .|Cent 1983-41 28.9 85.8 88.17 42.9 43.17 110
Live heavy hens, per pouad . . . .JCent 1887-41 7.7 22.6 20.7 28,9 22.8 110
Live broilers, tar pouad - . ., . . ,|Cent 1987-41 20.1 27.3 28.0 25.8 25.8 81
Live roasters, light, per pousd . .|Cent 1987-41 17.8 5.2 25.1 25.8 25.48 102
Live roasters, heavy, per pousd . ,[Cent 1887=41 16.8 2¢.3 22.17 25.8 25.4 118‘

Wh@lenle rices, New bark:

Dressed broilers, 25-80 pounda per

dogen, per pouad , , ., ., o | Cent 1982-41 20,8 80.8 20.8 88.5 87.2 125
Dressed rossters, {8-54 poundl per|{ -

dozen, per pound ., , , , . +|Cent 1932-41 20,8 32.8 80.4 38.5 87,2 122
Dressed fowls, 48-54 pounds per dozen,

per pound . . . . v . v v 4 4 4 s|Cent 1882-41 19,8 28.5 28.8 32,5 88.2 117

Cash farm income:

Total marketings . ., . . . . . . .|Mil. dol. |1887-41 |1, 082 1,728 1,988 1,943 - 118
Poultry and eggs . . . . . . . . .|Mil. dol. |1887-41 75 119 145 188 -~ 158
Price ratios:
Chicago, broiler-feed . . oo« L. feed |1887-41 17.0 15.8 17.2 11.9 11.7 68
Chicago, light rosster-feed . + s o |Lb. feed [1887-41 14.4 14.7 15.4 11.9 117 76
Farm, ogg-fokd . . . . . . . . . .|Lb. feed [1882-41 23.4 20.17 28.1 19,8 20.9 90
Farm, chickén-feed . . . . . . . .|Lb. feed |1882-41 12.8 12.1 12.0 11.7 11.4 95
Farm, tnrkey-feed s s s 4 s+ 4 o|Lb. feed [1937-41 14.8 12.9 14.8 18.5 18.8 98
Farm, egg-laying magh v v oooe o |Lb. feed -- -- 11.9 12.8 12.2 13.1 102
Laying mash, cost per cwt. . . . Dollars -- -- 2.91 2.92 3.41 3.45| 118

Feed cost per cwt., farm poultry ratlon Dollar 1932-41 1.18 1.68 1.62 2.15 2.13| 133

Wholesale food prxces (1935~39 = 100} |Index no. [1932-41 96.0 129.5 130.7 132.7 132.9 102

Retail food prices (1935-39 = 100) . .|Index no. }1932-41 98.38 126.6 129.6 187.4 138.2 107

Prices paid by farmers including iuter-
est and taxes (1910-14 = 100) . . .|Index no. }1932-41 129 158 154 165 166 108

Retail prices (BLS):

Roasters, dressed, per pound . . . [Cent 1932-41 29.4 42.5 42.4 44.5 44.1 104
Eggs, strictly fresh, per dozen . . |Cent 1932-41 40.8 66.2 68.5 62.7 87.2 116

Nomagriculturalemployees' compensation :

(1985-89 = 100) ., . . . . . . . .|Index no. |1882-41 | 108.2 198.2 206.7 244.1 - 123

1End of month, Frozen eggs converted to case equivalent,
Car equivalent of receipts by freight, truck, snd express.

SFresh first October 1932-41 average, September, October 1942; standards, 43 pounds, September,

October 1943,
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A record quantity}of chicken will be available for civilian consumption
this holid%y seasons. Supplies of turkey, on the other hand, will be moder-
ately smalle: tﬁan a year é;rlier.-since slanghter will be a little lesé
than last fall and'incrgased quantities will be taken for the military for"es,
For 1943 as a whole, per capita consumption of chicken and turkey will be »
nearly 33 pounds compared with less than 26 pounds in 1gh2. Marketings of
vboth chickens and turkeys, as usual, will be seasonally heavy in the last
quarter.

Even at the record high suﬁply_levels, however, the unprecedented
consumer demand for poultry at ceiling prices is not likely toibe fully
satisfied. Demand fér turikey, particularly} will exceed supplies by a wide
ﬁargin.

In recent weeks, under pressure of seasongily heavy férm marketings
of chickens and old ?ens, and sh§rtages of lgﬁof and'storage space, prices
~of live birds in‘somé markets have been somewhat below me ximum levels per-
mitted by Office of Price Administration fegulatibns. Practically all ~
qubtétionsvdn'dressed~poultry, on thée other hénd,~have geen firm at ceilings.
The average price received by farmers for'gh?qkens in mid-October was 24,6
tents per pound compared with 1G.5 Cents iﬁ‘Optober last year.

Demand for baby chicks spparensly hag sLackened»éomewhat in'recent
weeks following continﬁed tightening in the feeé—dupply>situation. but it
is relatively'strong fo¥ this secson of tho;yé;r;

With more layers on farms, pryspectife supplies of eggs for civilians
in the last 3 months_ofll9h3 are slightif'ié;éer‘than a year earliér and the

‘-
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largest ohjrebo;dAfo; thg period. Egg prpducéion, per layer, duriné?d!ﬁa@g;;_.wi
was lower than a year earlier in the North Atlantic States and in the
Western States, but this was almost entirely offset b& a higher éverage rate
in the West North Central States. The decline in egg consumption from the
spring pesk to the fall low was unususlly small during 19”3.'k

Ceiling prices for shell eggs have started to decline as prices
usuallyldo this time of year. Reflecting the record purchasing ﬁower and
quality preference, demand for top-grade eges has exceeded supplies at{
celling prices by an increésing margih in recent weeks. Prices of’loﬁer
grades have'strengthened. ‘but supplies of most egegs of such gré.des have '
been sufficient to meet demand at top levels. Egg production on férms has
begun to increase’ééasonally, but demand'probabiy will continue to exceed
available supplies of befter eggs during the balance of 19&3.

- November 22, 1943
RECENT DEVEIOPMENTS

Numbers g{ Layérs Increasing Seasoﬁélly

The number of layers on farms began to increase seasonally in August
as poultrymen started to add pullets in substantial numbers from this year‘
record hatch to laying flocks. The increase that has taken place in the
United States as a whole so far this fsll, however, has been slightly less
than last fall, both in percentage and in actual numbers. The increase this
. Tall, nevertheless, has been relatively larger than the l0-year average change
for the corresponding period,

Receipts of fowl at Midwest prima}y markets were the heaviest on record
during October, This suggests that farmers in that area are culling their
potential laying flocks relatively heavier thig fall than last, but the actual
increase in number of layers from September to October in the North Central
‘States was slightly larger than a year previous.

" During October the number of layers on farms was larger than a year
earlier in all except fiwe States snd the United Statss totml was & percent
larger than in October 1942.

Egz Production Continues gg High Level

The rate of lay per bird in the United States declined less than
seasonally from September to Qctober., In the latter month the rate was
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pqual to the record of a year earlier. In some sections of the Nation, par-

ticularly in the Northeast, the rate of lay was slightly below that of a year
earlier, indicating that. the tightening feed situation probably has begun to
affect the rate of production per bird adversely. In the North Central States,
where 48 percent of the October eggs were produced and where feed is relatively
abundant, the rate of output per bird averaged 2 percent higher than for that
month in 1942 and about the same as the record set in 1G41.

Total egg production in the United States during October was 8 percent
larger than in the corresponding month of 1942, ., October production was the
same as a year earlier in the North Atlantic area but exceeded the output of
October 1942 in other regions by from 3 to 16 percent.

In the January-October period, total production of eggs in the United
States was 13 percent larger than in the corresponding period of 1942, By
Tegions the increases over the 1942 output were as follows: North Atlantic,
8 percent; East North Central, 10 percent; West North-Central, 16 percent;
South Atlantic, 10 percent; South Central, 16vpercent; and West, 10 percent.

Receipts of eggs at Midwest primary markets during the first 3 weeks of
October were larger than a year earlier, but similar data for the Northeast and
Pacific Coast indicate smaller receipts than last year, even though produﬂt1on
apparently was at least as large. This apparently reflects a continuation of
the shift away from usual marketing channels that began earlier in the fall.

Receipts of eggs at the four terminal markets averaged larger than a year
earlier during October and the first half of November.

Based on highly tentative data for October, the apparent disappearance
of shell and frozen eggs for civilians is indicated to have been slightly
larger than the previous record set in October 1942,

_ Beginning with this issue, preliminary data on monthly .
disappearance of -eggs will be included in the Statistical
Summary which regularly appears on page 2 of The Poultry and
Egg Situation. These data will be comparable to the series
presented in the October issue for the period 1925 to date.

Wholesale Egg Prices Firﬁ at
Declining Ceilings

On October 30 the Office of Price Administration announced a continu-
ation of maximum prices for wholesale grades of shell eggs. This action,
taken through Amendment 17 to Maximum Price Regulation 333, prov1ded separate
ceiling prices for .five groups of grades instead of only four, as was in
effect through October 30 under Amendment 1%. A single maximum price applies
to Standards and current receipts. The grades Extras and Specials, each, are
divided into two groups of grades -~ numbers 1 and 2 for the upper grades,
numbers 3 and 4 for the lower grades within each de51gnatlon. The maximum
price schedule for all wholesale grades provides for price decline during.
November, with the higher grades declining the most and lower grades the
least. The ceiling price for consumer Grade A began to decline in the
second week of November, Grade B the last week of November; for Grade C,

‘the maximum price was unchanged.
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Seasonally declining receipts of eggs, especially of top-grade sbiggi oo
in the face of apparent strengthening consumer demand and reduced ceiling "'
prices =~ resulted in increased pressure on established maximum levels for
top-grade eggs and increases in prices for those of lower quality toward the
ceilings. A qualitative analysis, based on the limited informetion availsble,
suggests: that in mid-November demand for eggs éxceeded supplies by about the

same degree as a year earlier when maximum prices at the temporary freeze

levels were moderately lower than the ceilings now in effect,

The average price received by farmers for ‘egegs in mid~October was 45,2
cents per dozen compared with 37.U cents a year earlier, an increase of 7.8
cents per dozen. The average retail price of eggs in mid-~September in 51
cities, at 62.7 cents per dozen, was 7.5 cents higher than in September last
year.

Net Withdrawals of all Bggs from Sterage in
October Largest on Record but Storage
Stocks Show Inorease Over Last Year

| ‘ L 2
Because receipts of fresh eggs have been larger than a year agoe, and
because prices of most fresh eggs of lower grades have been a little Dbelow
ceilings, withdrawals of shell ezgs from storage during October were a little
smaller this year than last. The higher ceiling prices for November also may
have helped encourage storage operators to hold their eggs for later sale.
Total net withdrawals of shell eggs from storage during October were 2 million
cases compared with 2.3 million cases in October 1942, Prices of oil-treated
storage eggs have been firm at ceiling prices. Other storage eggs have been
selling a little below ceiling levels. ‘ :

Although withdrawals of frozen eggs in QOctober were 28 percent larger
than in that month last year, stocks of such eggs remaining in storage on
November 1 were 31 percent larger —— 1.5 million cases equivalent <= than on
November 1, 1942. The shell egg equivalent of all eggs in storage on
November 1 totaled 10.3 million cases compared with 7.9 million cases on
November 1, 1942. The 1light withdrawal of shell eggs in October was offset
by the heav1er withdrawal of frozen eggs, so that the net out-movement was
3.9 million cases compared with the previous reﬁord a year earller of 3.8
million cases. :

A larger pr0portion of the November 1 egg holdings will be used for
drying this year than last, since commitments outstanding call for the delivery
of 55 million pounds of dried egg te War Food Administration in December and
January., Contracts outstanding on November 1 called for the delivery of 21
million pounds to WFA during November, but a large part of that amount no doubt
had been produced prior to November 1. Through mid-November 1942 commitments
had been made only through Decemher - the tetel amount for December was less
than 16 million pounds.

Up to mid-November, requests from egg dryers for canﬂellatlon of
forward contracts for delivery of dried egg to WFA had been granted by the
Government agency for about 13,4 million pounds. 4 substantial part of this
gquantity, however, will be delivered to the military forces, Hence, the
over-all cancellation program has added relatively few eggs to civilian

supplies over those in prespect earlier in the fall. The data of purchases
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in the following table have been adjusted for cancellations made through
November 15. In early October the War Food Administration discontinued
purchasing dried egg for delivery this season.

Purchases of dried whole eggs by the’War-Food Administration
through November 15, 1943, by delivery months - '

=y

Oct.

. »
*

Aug. tSept.

»
3
L3 L3
’ »

» »
. .

Apr.: May

.
.

.o
H

Junet July Dec.iTotal

.
»

Mil. Mil. Mil., Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil, .Mil. Mil. "Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil,
1b. 1b. 1b. 1b. lb. "1b. 1b. 1b. 1b. 1b. 1o, 1b. 1b.

Year: Jan.: Feb.: Mar.

e o= ee
. *4 an
"o % ew
“e we e
av ee ae
e - e
ee we e
*ea =e qe :

-Nov.

‘egp oo oa lae

194%2: 11.4 12.9 13.1 '13.4% 18.3 17.5 18.5 19.2 19.2 22.0 25.3 - 15.
1943: 7.2 20.1 1l2.6 21.4 17.2 10.9 19.6 19.9 16.1 16.5 20.8 28.5 210,8
94k 26,1 ' : ' :

(3
.

. Dried E Egg Production Larger in
October than in September

Production of dried egg in the United States increased moderately
during October in line with the increased deliveries called for by forward
contracts with the WFA. Total output in October was 23.2 million pounds
compared with 19.9 million pounds in September and 22.8 million pounds in
October 1942, Dried egg output in the first 10 months of 1943 was 219
mllllzn pounds compared with 203 mllllon pounds in the corresponding period
of 1942

In early November the Qffice of Price Administration restored price
differentials for the delivery to civilisns of small quantities of dried
albumen. The differentials which were restored had been in effect prior to
Sevtember 14, 1943, . An increase over base orices, because of relatively

" small amounts, is now allowed on weekly purchases which average less than
‘ 3,000 pounds. Since the termination of Food Distribution Order 41 in
early October, unlimited sale of dried egg products for sivilian use has
been permitted,

Marketings of Chickens Continuing
Relat1v51y Heavv

B Sales of both young stock and mature heng by farmers continued at
record levels into November. . In the first half of the month receipts of
young stock at Midwest nrimary markets averaged 19 percent larger than a

year earlier and were only moderately below the sessonal peak rasched in

sarly October of this year. Receipts of fowl resched a new all-time pesk

in the third weak of November, with an average for about 200 Midwest plents

of over 25,000 pounds per plant, 69 percent larger than in tha corresponding
period of 1942. The smaller average receipts of young stock in the Midwest

up to October 1 compared with a yesar earlier -- despite the much largar number
of birds raised, especially in the late season -- would be reason for expecting
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relatively much greater marketings of young birds for the baiance of the;
season than prevailed a year earlier. :

Receipts of dressed poultry at New York since mid-September have been
larger than a year earlier. In the period of October 23-November 6, receipts
at the four largest dressed poultry markets, also, were a little larger than
a year earlier ~= an increase which has occurred for the first time since
last February. These receipts include any inter-market, shipments of storage
poultry and any turkeys or other poultry passing through these cities hound
for overseas military forces,

- Prices of live chlckens at Chicago increased somewhat in early -
November. In the first part of that month, prices of such live birds were
slightly higher than in mid-October, and were the highest for this season
since the last week in August. Compared with a year earlier, mid-Novembder
prices of young chiclkens ranged from 6 percent less for broilers to 9 per—
cent higher for fryers. Prices of live fowl at Chicago also strengthened
slightly in early November, but in the middle of that month were a little
less than a month earlier and ranged from 98.%0 105 percent of a year earlie
For dressed young birds at New York, prices have been firm at ceiling levels,
14 to 32 percent higher than a year ago. DPrices of dressed fowl at that
eastern market, also firm at ceiling levels, were higher than prices a year
earlier by 14 to 3U4 percent. The average price received by farmers in the
United States for all classes of chickens in mid-October, at 2&.6 cents per
pound, was 1 cent below the high reached in August for this war period.

This mid-October average, however, was about 5 cents, or 26 percent, higher
than in mid-October last year, and the highest for October since 1920.

October Into-Storage Movement of Poultry
Largest on: Rocord for Month

The into-~storage movement of ‘poultry which began on a moderate scale
in late June continued at record levels through October. On November 1,
holdings of poultry in storage totaled 140 million pounds; a year earlier
holdings were 261.million pounds; but the 1932-Ul average holdings were ‘
only 82 million poundse Stocks of all classes except ducks increased during
October. The greatest relative increase was shown for roasters. Holdings
of this elass were about doubled, but the increase did not quite eqpal that
of October 1942,

The freezer storage space situation eased up moderately during
October, Freezer space occupancy on November 1 was reported at 89 percent
of capacity, compared with 90 percent on October 1 and 79 percent on
November 1, l9u2.

Goals Established for 1944

_ Following a éerieé o}/State goals meetings, the War Food Administration
announced on November 11 national production goals for most agricultural
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products for 19Mh Achievement of the acreage goals will requlre using about
380 million acres for crops in 1944, compared with about 364 million acres in
1943, Among the livestock and livestock products, -decreases in farm produc-
tion are suggested for all items except’eges and milk., Most of the livestock
goals were announced in terms of numbers to be raised or in terms of numbers
on farms at the end of 1944, Slaughter would be large in proportion to numbers
produced on farms and the dressed weight of the slaughter of red meats in 19&&
if the goals are attained, would be about the same as in 1943, If the goals
for numbers of chickens and turkeys to be ralsed are attained, the slaughter
of chicken would be about the same as in 1943 —-— about 3, 800 million pounds -
while the slaughter of turkey would be slightly smaller -- totaling perhaps
460 million pounds.

The goals for poultry and eggs, as announced on November 11, are given
in the following table:

Poultry goals for 1944 with comparable data for specified earlier years

11944 goal

Commercial broilers
produced l/ ietaqenean

Turkeys raised on ' .
farms l/ trivecerasvans h

»
.

n

110,927 204,060 2u8,K76 208,805 gh
30,723 33,157 33,069 32, ok 97

1/ On the basis of recent returns from a few States, the United States totals ~°
for broilers and turkeys were revised slightly from the figures released on
November 11l.

: : f Pogu3 -

It t ynit ¢ Average: PNy : : centage

en : : 1937-41: 1942 : :;Z;_ i goal i of 1943

. . v ‘. Ca‘blons ) » : lnd..i“?

: : : H : H catlogs

Eggs produced on farme :Mil. doz.: 3,252 4,018 4,516 4,597 102
Chickens raised on : : ' o ' ' .

faIms weservcasnssneseil, 000 hdes 656,&6& 794,787 925,652 892,983 96~ -

Since the data given for 1943 are highly tentative, the percentage
changes shown may change as later information becomes available. The data-
given comes from production only. Nonfarm production of eggs is estimated at
10 percent of the farm output and the ‘nonfarm slaughter of chickens is esti-
mated at 10 percent of the slaughter of chickens consumed on farms plus those
sold from farms. It is estimated that there is only a negligible amount of
nonfarm turkey production in the United States. Relatively heavy orderly
culling of laying flocks in early 1944 -~ which is desirable from the stand-
point of efficient feed utilization of feed -- would add to the available meat
supply. Steady culling would tend to reduce the rate of mortality.

Attainment of all suggested individual livestock goals 1s contingent
upon substantial reduction in the amount of feed fed to hogs, and some reduc~
tion in amounts fed to cattle and to poultry other than laying birds. Hog
production and surplus feed production are both centered in the North Central

States, and any tendency of hog production to exceed the goals in that area



KOVEMBER 19&3 - 10 - ' o .

will interfere with the shipment’ ‘of adequate amounts of feed to deficit areas.
Under current ceiling prices on_hogs and corn, it is generally more profitable
to feed corn to hogs than to sell it in the cash markets.

Feeds which may be distributed to the deficit arezs in lieu of the-
desired corn are barley, oats, and feed wheat.' Oats and barley are without
"ceiling prices. Control of a large part of the domestic supply of feed wheat
by the Commodity Credit Corporation will favor shipments to deficit areas,
as will also the circumstances surrounding imports., . Since poultrymen use
relatively large amounts of commercially mixed feeds, continued light sales
of grains by farmers affect poultrymen in all parts of the Nation. Adverse
effects on production, of course, would be much less in surplus feed areas
than in deficit areas, -

~

OUTLOCK

BACKGROUND.~ The surplus of feed grains, over & normal carry-
over, -was reduced to very low levels in the middle 1930's because .
of severe drought in 1934 and 1936. Beginning in 1937, however,
with increased yields through favorable weather and increased.
use of hybrid corn, and a Government loan program in effect,
reserve stocks 6f corn and some other grains increazed. An all-
time high in the total carry-over of feed concentrates was
reached at the beginning of the 1940-Ul feeding year. FProduction
of feed concentrates increased for 7 years ended in 1942; but
with the maintenance of unusually favorable livestock product-
feed price relationships since 19H0-h1, production of livestock
products has increased even more rapidly than production of
feed concentrates. Consequently the carry-over of feed con-
centrates (excluding potential supplies of fé&ed wheat) has

. declined steadily from the record level reached at the beglnnlng
of the 19HO-H1 season.

Total productz.on of livestock and livestock products in ‘
1943 will be about 138 percent of the 1935-39 average output,
By groups of commodities the percentage will be about as follows:
Meat animals (slaughter) 151 percent; poultry (slaughter) and.
poultry products, 153 percent; and dairy products, 112 percent.

- Supplies of Feed Concentrates Slightly ‘
_ Less Than in l9u2~_2

The November 1 estimate of corn production -~ 3,086 million bushels —-
was 30 million bushels above the estimate of October 1 and only 90 million
bushels under the all-time record crop in 1942, Altogether, indications
now point to a total output of feed grains this year of nearly 116 million
tons, 1 million tons more than was indicated in October and only & million
tons under the record output of last year.

The estimated supply of all high-protein feeds is now 11,3 million tons
~eompared with 11.2 million tons last season. Prospective supplies of all
feed concentrates in 19434l total 169 million ‘tons, compared with the 1942-L3
production of 173 million tons, the 1937-41 average of 136 million tons, and
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the 1935-39 average of 118 million tons. Numbers of animal units on farms
January 1, 194k, are likely to be about 10 percent larger than a year earlier,
Hence the supply of feed concentrates per grain-consuming animal unit probably
will be approximately 12 percent smaller this season than last, But by draw-

ing on reserve supplies of feed grains that are availzble as a result of the
accumulation during the 1937-39 period, actual disappearance of concentrates

per animal unit may be slightly larger than average, though about 10 percent
below the 1942-L3 record level, ‘

With disszppearance of feed grains running at a very high level through
Septenmber this year, it is likely that a larger~than-usual proportion of the
total supply will be consumed during the first half of the present October-
September marketing year. Relatively heavy marketings of livestock may
occur during the first quarter of 1944, Nevertheless, the pinch in feed
supolies probably will become most acute in the spring and early summer of
next year.

The average price paid by farmers for laying mash has increased .
steadily during the past year, In mid-October the U, S. Average was $3..45 .
per 100 pounds, compared with $2.92 a year carlier and $2,63 in October 1941,
The relationship between egeg prices and feed prices based on these prices of’
laying mash continues somewhat more favorable than a ysar ago,

Hatchery Output Ihpreasing Seasonally

Commercial hatchery production of baby chicks establighed new high
records in all months so far in 1943, The late season output, particularly
the June production; exceeded the output of a year earlier by a greater degree
than any other part of the year. Production has declined more than seasonally
since June dut has continued larger than the record a year earlier, The
October production of 25.5 million chicks was 9 percent larger than the out- -
put a year previous, and seasonally larger than the September production.

The number of eggs set increased more than seasonally from September to '
October and in the latter month was 14 percent larger than in the correspond—
ing month of 1942, Hatchery output usually reaches the seasonal low for th
year in August or September and then increases until the April peak the
following spring. Usually, of course, about three-fourths of the number of
chicks hatched annually is produced in the 3 months March-May, the period
when chicks are hatched for laying flock replacements,

The number of chicks booked on November 1 for later delivery was 61
percent larger than on November 1, 1942. This number, of course, includes
some orders for delivery through the main hatching season of next spring.
Some reports have indicated a moderate slackening in demand for chicks
beginning in mid-October. Nevertheless the over-all demand for chicks, as
gauged by available information of eges set and advanced bookings, is at a
record level for this season of the year,

Supplies of poultry to Decline Seasonally

Farm marketings, of both fowl and young stock, are likely to continue
of record proportions for several months; but the total movement will decline
sharply from present levels, as happens every yeax. However, with present
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hatchings indicating more commercial broilers for the early months of 1944 and
probably continued heavy culling of laying flocks, total supplies of chicken
meat in the early part of 1944 may be slightly larger than a year earlier:
Demand, however, probably will be even stronger than it was in the first half
of 1943 and may exceed supplles by about the same degree as in the first 6
months of this year, if not by a greater degree,

Civilian Supplies of Turkey Smaller
~ Than a Year Rarlier -

Turkey marketings have been seasonally heavy for several weeks. But
with substantial quantities being used to fill forward commitments with the
armed forces, and an unprecedented consumer demand in and near producing
areas, relatively few turkeys have been received at terminal market centers.
Demand at ceiling prices exceeds available civilian suppliés by a considerable
degree -~ apparently even larger than a year ago, This, of course, would be -
expected in view of a stronger consumer demand and slightly smaller civilian
supplies.

Total slaughter of turkey in the calendar year 19U3 will be about L8O -
million pounds. About 10 percent of this was slaughtered prior to October 1
and about 10 percent of the slaughter in the last quarter of 1943 will be
used by the armed forces. Nevertheless, total supplies available for civilians
in the last quarter will still be moderately larger ‘than the pre-war average =
for the correspondlng period. :

Egg Production to Increase Seasonally A

With limited feed supplies in deficit feed areas and poultry hous1ng
limitations in surplus feed areas it is likely that the number of layers will
continue to increase at a less rapid rate than a year earlier until the annual
peak is reached about January l. The record number of pullets not of laying ’
age still on farms November 1 would permit continued Heavy culling of laying
flocks without interfering with the seasonal increase in numbers of potential
" laying stock. On November 1 the number of pullets not then of laying age was
21 percent larger than on November 1, 1942, The number of potential layers —-
all hens and pullets -- on that date was 11 percent larger than a year
previous. - Data showing heavy receipts of fowl at Midwest primary markets
indicate slightly smaller additions to laying flocks, compared with a year
earlier, This decrease in additions to laying flocks, now continuing, first
-occurred from September to October.

The rate of lay per bird normally reaches the seasonal low point in
November and then becomes greater. Hence total egg output in the United States
will increase each month until the seasonal peak for 1944 is reached next
4pril. Unless the rate of lay is sharply reduced by severe weather, supplies
of eggs for civilians will be at a record high for the next few months so that
the over-all demand for eggs at ceiling prices will be closely filled in most
consuming centers, The demand for top-grade eggs at ceiling prices has been
excecding supplies by an increasing degree in the last few weeks and probably
will continue above supplies throughout the fall and first part of the winter
periods Ceiling prices for all eggs have started to decline seasonally, But
with much stronger consumer purchasing power than prevailed a year ago the
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demand at ceilings exceeds the increased supplies by a sizable margin in most
teminal markets. So far this fall, however,'acute shortages in some cities é
,have not developed as occurred a year ago. when temporary ceiling prices were -
in effect from October 5 onward. . :

EGG-I AYING MASH PRICE RATIOS BY REGIONS, 1941-143

The egg-feed price ratio most generally used 15 based on a flxed mixture
of ingredients. This procedurs, of courge, does not meke allowance for
instances of some ingredients being unobtainable or high in price relative to
‘substitutable ingredients. . In January 19&3, there were published in
Agricultural Prices estimated monthly prices paid by farmers for laying mash
by States. for the period since January 1941. Comparable data have been
published monthly sinoce January 1943. These data are based on quotations
obtained from country merchants, feed dealers, produce dealers, and farmers,
The price is obtained for 100 pounds of laying mash regardless of the com-
position. And since commercially mixed laying mash is so generally used, this
series closely approximates prices paid by farmers for feed actually purch
for producing eggs, The series is comparable to the estimates of prices
~received by farmers for eggs in that both prices if multiplied by the quantity
transacted would give the actual total value of the exchange for any given
period. Regional and national weighted averages for laying mash are obtained
by weighting the State prices according to the estimated volume of purchases.

In table 1 egg~laying mash price ratios are given by months from
Jamuary 1941 to date. These are computed on the basis of welghted average
prices received and paid for eggs and mash, respectively. Since June the egg-
laying mash price ratio for the United States and the egg-feed ratio, as
published currently in Department releases, have shown somewhat diverse
tendencies. During that period the United States average egg~-feed ratio has
been a little less favorable than a year earlier while the egg-laying mash
price ratio has been more favorable consistently since November 1942. This
divergence is partly due to a lag in the price of mash behind the price of
ingredients which are purchased by feed mixers sometimes several menths be
the product is. finally sold to farmers. JFor many months there have been
ceilings on the margins of feed mixers and dealers. In mid=October the price
paid for laying mash in the United States was 18 percent. higher than in
October last year while the price of the mixture of farm grains was 33 percent

" higher. The United States average price received by farmers for eggs was up
21 percent over a year previous. The mixture of feeds used in computing the
egg-feed ratio consisted of corn 62 percent, wheat 14 percent, vats & percent,
barley 2 percent, bran 9 percent, and tankage 5 percent, by welght.

The data on egg-laying mash price ratlos do: not permit comparisons
prior to 1941, since data have not been published for earlier years. This
series may be used to supplement the series used heretofore. United States
averages for both series will be published currently in.the statistical
sumnary of The Poultry and Egg Situation. : '

In mld—October the eggwlaying mash price reflo vas more favorable than
~& year earlier in all regions except in the ¥aw inginid and Middle Atlantie
States. The United States average was 2 percent higner than in Octover 1942,
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v Table 1l.- Egg-laying mash: Price ratios, by months, Unlted States
‘ _ and regions, 194l-43 2

Year' Jansi Feb.: Mar.: Apr.t May : June: July: Aug.:Sept.: Oct.} Nov.!: Dec.tAverage
$ 15 : 15: 153 15 s 15: 15: 15 : 1§ : 15: 1573 15 : 15 1/ °
H " N - ‘ United States

1941:778,G 7 7.6 7 7.4 8.8 8.8 10.1 10.7 10.9 11.8 12,1 13.5 12.7 10.3

194%2: 11,3 9.6 9.0 8.9 9.1 9,5 10,2 11.0 11,9 12,8 13.3 13,5 10.8

1943: 12,8 1l.1 "10.9 10e7 10.7 10,9 11,1 11,5 12,2 13.1 ,
: : New England ~

1941:711,6 "10.7 1045 1049 11e5 1342 15,2 160 15.0 15,5 16,3 1G5 13.4°

19%2: 13,0 11,7 11,3 10.8 11.0 11.6 1ilk.e 15.0 13.5 16.6 16.8 16.8 . 13,7

1943: 15,5 13.6 13.1 12,6 12.9 13,3 1b,u k.5 10,8 15.9 -
: : ‘ Middle Atlantic :

1941:710.8 ~ 9.4.7 8,9 10.0 10,0 11.2 12.8 13.0 13,8 1L, 15.5 14.5 12.1

1942: 12,5 11,3 9,9 9.8 9.9 10.4% 11,9 13.0 1h.7 15,9 16.2 16.2 12.6

xih;: 14,8 12,1 11.7 11.6 11l.7 12.0 12,9 13.7 14,2 15,0

a ' _ Fast North Central ' B

1941:7 7.8 T BaG 740  Be7  Be3 945 10,0 10.0 J0.8 11.5 138 12.2 . 9.7°

1942: 10,8 9.2 87 &7 89 9.1 9,8 10.1 11.6 12,2 12,7 12.7 10.3

1943: 11,9 10.8 10,7 10.5 10.5 10.7 10,7 1l.2 11,7 12.7 '

ol E West North Central . B
9UL: " 7.3 7 6.5 Bel Be7] 8.5 10.0 9.8 9,7 10.6 10.5 - 12.2 11.5 9.3
1942: 10,8 9.0 8.8 8.8 9,1 9,5 9.8 10.4 10.8 11,4 11.7 11.7 10.2
1943: 11,7 10,8 10,8 10,6 10,6 10,8 10,7 10.9 1l.4 11.9 5

: ' South Atlantice ‘ -
9417 9,7 T B T 7.2 T 746 7.9 9.1 10.0 10,7 11.5 12+2 13.% 13.3 10,1
1942: 11,2 9.5 749 7.5 8,0 B.6 9.2 10,3 12,1 12.9 13.7 143 10,4
1943: 13,2 10.1 9.8 9.6 9.8 10,0 10,4 1l.1 12,1 13.0 B

: o - . - TEast Seuth Central . . _
1981t 7.9 7 Be7  BeG B9  B.9 7.8 B.3 8,2 10.1 10.3 11.9 12.5 2.6
1942: 9.9 8,0 7.3 7.1 7.3 7.6 8.1 &L 10,0 10,6 11.3 12.0 9.0
1‘3: 113 9.4 9.1 8.7 8.9 8.9 9.0 9,2 10,1 11.4 -

: 4 West South Central L
1941: 7 8.4 T 6T T 6.4 T 8.3 8.1 9.8 9,6 10,0 11.3 10.9 12,6 12.7 9.5
1942: 11,4 9,06 8.6 8.5 &9 9.3 9.4 9,5 10.4 11,3 11.9 12,5 10.1
1943: 11,7 10.8 10.3 10,1 9.9 9.8 9,6 9.6 10.5 1l.7 _

: - . . Mountain ‘ _
1942:7 G057 7.0 T B8 B0  Be3 9.3 5,0 "10.3 11.6 '12.6 1345 -12.2 10.0-
1942: 11.0 9.4 8.6 8.6 8.5 8.7 9.2 10.0 11.3 12.7 13.8 13.9 10.5
19“3- 12,8 11,0 10.3 10,2 10,1 10.2 10,4 11,1 11.9 13,1 i

' ‘ Pacific .
l%hkf'll. 8.9 BB 0.5 1045 11,0 11.8 12.8 13.7 1&.6 10,3 "13.0  11¢b
1942: 12.2 9.9 9.7 9¢7 9.9 10,5 11.2 12,7 13.9 14,5 15,2 15.3 12.1
19&3 15,0 12,6 11.9 11,7 11.7 14,9

12,4 12,2 13,1 14,0

’jfslmple average of 12 months.



Table 2.- Maximum price and supply controls for spacified noultry and
. ezg products iqsued from October 21, 1qu3,_throuyh November 21,.1943

Title of order, issue date, !
affactive dat», paference in: Comaodity
Fadersl Register 9nd agancy ¢

*s 5 oo

‘Principal provisions of orders

FDO 71 Terminated - as of
October 25, 1943
Tarmination order issued
October 23, 1943
8TR-14508, October 27, 19&3
W.F.a.

Turkeys

Y

Amandment 17 to MPR 333 Shell eggs
Issued October 29, 1943
Effective Novembar 1, 1943
8FR-14855, November 2, 19U3
O.P.A.

Amendment 19 to RMFR 269
Issusd October 30, 1943 .
Bffective October 30, 1943
8FR-14854, Novamber 2, 1943
Q.P.A.

Turkeys

Ameandment 8 to MPR 423
(Applias to ratail stores
groups 1 snd 2)'

Issu~d October 30, 19&3
Effactive November U, 19U3
8FR-1485U, Novsmber 2, 1943

g -

oultry

6 26 00 PR B w8 wE e S8 26 Ee SR 4 oa Je S8 eF ST gm 4B 48 wF S8 *0 ¢b ¢ e v s ie
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Lifted the smbargo on saless of turkey to civilians. But far
sustaining proper legzal procsedings with resmect to
violations, rightg, or lisbilities which occurred during
‘the =ffective pariod of the ordar, the appropriate pro~
‘visions shall remain in force, - S

Batablished maximun pricas of wholssale eszs by weaks at
basing point citi=s November 1 through week beginning

December 27, 1943. Chenzed tha grade classifications as
A bagis for the axtended price schadulas. o

Increased wholesale prices of dressed turkeys from 1/2
cent to 3 cents por pound, depending on w2ight of bird.

-

/ . . .

As smended this order, which was originally issued on
July &, providss indapandant reteilers' merk-ups over
net c0§ts with ragpect 4o poultry as folluws! Poultry
(other than turksy) sold as purchased, 21%; poultry
(including turkey) bought live and sold drogsed, 38%;
turkay bourht -live and =old live, 21%; turkey other
than live sold as purchased, 17%. Prior to Amendment
g this order wrovidad that all turkay items sold as
purchased wera allowed » merk-up of 21%.

~

Continued -
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Table 2.- Maximum pm. and dupply controls for spac‘ad poultry and
egg products issued from October 21, 1943, through November 21, 1343
- Contlnued

Title of prder, issue date, ! :
effective date, reference in: Commodity : Principal provisions of orders
Faderal Reg 1qt@r and agency ! !
Amendment 7 to MPR U422 tPoultry tAs amended this order.provides retailers in groups 3 and
(Applies to ratail storss, : U mark-ups over net costs with ressect to poultry as’
groups 3 and 4) : t follows: Poultry (except turkeys) sold as purchased,
Issued Octobsr 30, 1943 : i 20%; poultry (including turkey) bought live and sold
Effective November 11, 1943 : dressed, 36%; turkeys bouzht live and sold live, 20%;
8FR-14853, November 2, 1943 : ! turkeys, othsr than live, sold as purchased, 17% for
0.P.A, ! ¢ group 3 and 15% for group 4. Prior to imendament 7 this

: ¢t «order provided that all turkey items sold as purchased

: ¢ were allowed a mark-up of 20%.
Amendment 18 to RMPR #£69 tPoultry :Changed designation of' "quick-frozen sviscerated poultry"
Issued November 3, 19h3 : ¢ to "frozen eviscerated poultry."
Effective October 11, 19U3

8FR-15258, November 5, 1943

O .PQAC

Amendment 20 to RMPR 269 :Poultry
Issued November 2, 19U3

Effective October 11, 1943
8FR-15190, November U4, 1943

O'P'A'

Amendment 18 to MPR 333
Issued November 9, 1943
Effective November 15, 1943
8¥R-15459, November 11, 19L3

0O.P.A.

o we es we

1943 in all respects except the portion pertaining to

*e we 26 em v e b

194k,

Dried eggs Increased the nrices of all dried egg products sold in lots
of 3,000 pounds or less to users oth3r than Government

agencies.

48 om ¢W % ws eu *e +p ué
e wm a8 sé eo e

e *o e

. oo

Provided that Amendment 16 shall become effective October 11,

prices for drawn poultry, which becomes effective January 1,

(Q-88d
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	00000171
	00000172
	00000173
	00000174
	00000175
	00000176
	00000177
	00000178
	00000179
	00000180
	00000181
	00000182
	00000183
	00000184
	00000185
	00000186
	00000187

