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From March 19~1 through June 19~3 farmers culled their flocks I ightly. But numbers of 
layers on farms have increased less thisfall than last even though the number of chickens raised 

\·1 as much larger in 194-3 than in 194-2. This reflects· the scarcity of feed in deficit f~ed areas 
and limited housing facilities in surplus feed areas. On December I, 19ij3 the number of poten
t ia,1 layers on farms was 9 percent larger than a year ear I ier compared with I·' percent on Novem
hp.r 1_ 



STATISTICAL SUMMARY 

I T 8 M 

Number of layers on farms 
Number of eggs laid per hen 
Total farm production of eggs 
Stocks, eggs, U. S.: 1 

Shell 
Frozen .. 
Total 

Apparent egg disappearance: 
St orage she 11 eggs 
Frozen eggs 
Total shell egg equivalent 

Dried egg production 
Commercial hatchery operations: 

Eggs set 
Chicks hatched 

Receipts: 
Poultry, dressed, four markets 
Poultry, live, Chicag02 ••• 
Poultry, live, New York 2 

Poultry, live, Midwest, per plant 
Fowl (hens), live, Midwest, per plant 
Young stoc-k, live, Midwest, per plant 

Stock", poultry: 1 
Broilers 
Fryers 
Roasters 
F'owls (hens) 
Turkeys 
Ducks 
Miscellaneous and unclassified 
Total poultry 

Prices receivAd by farmers: 
Eggs, per dozen 
Eggs, partty price per dozen 
Eggs, percentage of parity. 
Chickens, per pound 
Chickens, parity price per pound 
Chickens, percentage of parity 
Turkeys, per pound 
Turkeys, parity price per pound 
Turkeys, percentage of parity 
All farm commodities (1910-14 = 100) 
Chickens and eggs (1910-14 = 100). 

Wholesale prices, Chicago: 
Eggs, standards, per dozen 3 

Live heavy hens, per pound 
Live broilers, per pound 
Li~e roasters, light, per pound 
Live ro~sters, heavy, per pound 

Wholesale prices, New York: 
Dressed broilers, 25-30 pounds per 

dozen, per pound 
Dressed roasters, 48-54 pounds pe 

dozen, per pound 
Dressed fowls, 48-54 pounds per dozen, 

per pound 
Cash farm incane: 

Total marketings 
Pou ltry and eggs 

Price ratios: 
Chicago, broiler-feed 
Chicago, light roaster-feed 
Farm, egg-feed 
Farm, chicken-feed 
Farm, turkey-feed 
Farm, egg-laying mash 
Laying mash, cost per cwt. 

Feed cost per cwt., farm poultry ratio 
Wholesale food prices (1935-39 = 100) 
Retail food prices (1935-39 = 100) 
Prices paid by farmers including inter 

est and taxes (1910-14 = 100) 
Retail prices (BLS): 

Roasters, dressed, per pound 
Eggs, strictly fresh, per dozen 

Nonagricu1t ural employees' compensat io 
(1935-39 = 100) 

UNIT 

NOVEMBER AVERAGE 
r-

PERIOD AVERAGE 

Ni L Lion 
Number 
Hi L doz. 

1932-41 
1932-41 
1932-41 

1,000 case 1932-41 
1,000 case 1932-41 
1,000 case 1932-41 

MiL doz. 
MiL doz. 
NiL doz. 
Ni L Lb. 

Hi LHon 
Mi niDn 

MiL Lb. 
Car 
Car 
1,000 Lb. 
1,000 Lb. 
1,000 Lb. 

MiL Lb. 
Ni L Lb. 
Ni L Lb. 
MiL. Lb. 
Ni L Lb. 
MiL Lb. 
MiL Lb. 
Mi L Lb. 

Cent 
Cent 
Percent 
Cent 
Cent 
Percent 
Cent 
Cent 
Percent 
Index no. 
Index no. 

Cent 
Cent 
Cent 
Cent 
Cent 

Cent 

Cent 

Cent 

Ni L. doL 
MiL. doL 

Lb. feed 
Lb. feed 
Lb. feed 
Lb. feed 
Lb. feed 
Lb. feed 
DoL Lars 
DoLLar 
Index no. 
Index no. 

Index no. 

Cent 
Cent 

Index no. 

1932-41 
1932-41 
1932-41 

1932-41 
1937 -41 
1937 -41 
1932-41 
1932-41 
1932-41 

1932-41 
1932-41 
1932-41 
1932-41 
1932-41 
1932-41 
1932-41 
1932-41 

1932-41 
1932-41 
1932-41 
1932-41 
1932-41 
1932-41 
1937 -41 
1937-41 
1937 -41 
1932-41 
1932-41 

1932-41 
1937 -41 
1937 -41 
1937 -41 
1937 -41 

1932-41 

1932-41 

1932-41 

1937 -41 
1937 -41 

1937 -41 
1937 -41 
1932-41 
1932-41 
1937 -41 

1932-41 
1932-41 
1932-41 

1932-41 

1932-41 
1932-41 

1932-41 

304.3 
5.31 

134.9 

2, 004 
2,326 
4,330 

62.8 
11. 9 

219.0 

72.4 
459 
736 
30.12 
10.99 
18.55 

14.2 
12.8 
26.5 
21. 8 
17.3 
6.7 

28.5 
121. 0 

28.6 
39.2 
73 
13.1 
14.7 
89 
17.3 
18.9 
92 

100 
128 

27.8 
17.0 
20.2 
17.4 
16.5 

21.8 

20.7 

19.4 

925 
94 

17.3 
14.8 
27.4 
12.4 
15.7 

1.14 
96.1 
97.8 

129 

28.6 
43.1 

102.4 

lEnd of month. Frozen eggs converted to case equivalent. 

2ear equivalent of receipts by freight, truck, and express. 

19.2 19.3 PCT. OF 
YEAR 

OCTOBER NOVEMBER OCTOBER NOVEXBER EARLIER 

339.1 
8.12 

229.4 

3,117 
4,809 
7,926 

44 .2 
21.0 

273.3 
22.8 

35.2 
23.4 

57.1 
560 
714 

43.05 
18.88 
23.78 

10.8 
16.5 
36.2 
44 .1 
12.7 
8.0 

32.7 
161.0 

37.4 
42.0 
89 
19.5 
17.6 

111 
23.9 
22.2 

108 
169 
173 

39.7 
20.7 
28.0 
25.1 
22.7 

29.8 

30.4 

28.8 

1,962 
145 

17.2 
15.4 
23.1 
12.0 
14 .8 
12.8 

2.92 
1.62 

130.7 
129.6 

154 

42.4 
58.5 

206.7 

378.6 
6.86 

216.3 

1,170 
3, 369 
4,539 

32.9 
21.4 

256.1 
19.5 

41.2 
25.4 

73.5 
424 
744 

36.04 
16.71 
18.90 

10.6 
17.3 
45.0 
50.5 
26.9 
5.9 

37.0 
193.3 

38.9 
47.0 
83 
19.6 
17.7 

111 
27.0 
22.3 

121 
169 
178 

40.0 
21.8 
28.0 
26.5 
23.5 

30.0 

30 .. 9 

29.3 

1,765 
179. 

16.6 
15.7 
24.2 
12.2 
16.8 
13.3 
2.92 
1. 61 

130.8 
131.1 

155 

42.7 
59.0 

212.1 

366.4 
8.11 

247.7 

3,994 
6,460 

10,454 

31.0 
24.7 

283.3 
23.2 

40.2 
25.5 

51.0 
480 
822 

48.67 
21.20 
26.97 

12.4 
15.6 
28.5 
40.1 
14.6 
3.4 

25.7 
140.2 

45.2 
45.0 

100 
24. 6 
18.9 

130 
29.9 
23.9 

125 
192 
212 

43.7 
22.8 
25.6 
25.6 
25.6 

37.2 

37.2 

33.2 

2, 264 
194 

11.7 
11.7 
20.9 
11.4 
13.8 
13.1 
3.45 
2.16 

132.9 
138.2 

166 

44.1 
67.2 

248.7 

402.4 
6.73 

225.6 

1,762 
4,614 
6,376 

42.2 
25.6 

271. 7 
22.1 

36.3 
23.5 

66.9 
515 
863 

46.55 
22.62 
23.44 

13.6 
19.9 
38.9 
60.8 
24.3 
3.2 

36.7 
197.4 

47.1 
49.6 
95 
24.3 
19.0 

128 
82.7 
24.0 

136 
192 
217 

44.2 
22.5 
26.2 
26.2 
26.2 

37.5 

37.5 

33.5 

12.1 
12.1 
22.0 
11.4 
15.3 
13.5 
3.50 
2.14 

137.3 

167 

44.0 
67.4 

106 
98 

104 

151 
137 
140 

128 
120 
106 
113 

88 
93 

91 
121 
116 
129 
135 
124 

128 
115 
86 

120 
90 
54 
99 

102 

121 
105 

124 
107 

121 
108 

114 
122 

110 
103 

94 
99 

111 

125 

121 

114 

115 
134 

73 
77 
91 
93 
91 

102 
120 
133 

105 

108 

103 
114 

120 

3Fresh firsts November 1932-41 average, October, November 1942; standards, 43 pounds, October, November 1943. 
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~----~--------~---~--.~- . --~------------.~-~~~ 
THl- F ,0 lU ':4 TRY 'A 'N 'n EGG' S 1T U A. T ION 
_--_~_--~ _________ ... ___ ~ _____________ w~~ ___ ~~ 

Marketings of ehickens in recent weeks have,centinued much larger ,than 

a year ea,rlier, reflecting the reeord number of chickens raised in 1943 and the 

large numbers being culled frt'lm laying flocks. 01 vilian consumption has been 

at record levels, ~d storage stocks have been accumulating at a fasttJr rate 

'than a yea,r earli er; reflecting, in part, increased volumes apP<:tr,ently stored 
I 

by hQtel-s- and ,similar insti tutio~s. :By late November total storagE? stocks of 

,oultry were larger than a year earlier for the first time in nearly a ye8r. 
, . 

Reflecting seasenally smaller marketings, wholes8le prices.of live 

chickens at Chica.gI' increased in the first part of December and by mid-December 

were approximately equal to ceiling levels, which were ab~ut 2 to 4-1/2 cents 

higher than actual prices in mid-November. Quotations on most .dl~esse,d poultry 

have continued at ceilings. The avera,ge price received -by farmers for chicke~,s 

i~ mid ... Nov~mber ~as '24.3 c'ents :per ,pound., compared with 19. 6 ,cents in N(,)vember 

la.!?t year. Demand for turkey at ceiling prices continues to exceed$upplielll • 

. , ,Supplies o,f poultry"for civilians will decline sharply in coming. we~ks, 

as .'marketings drop off seaMnally. ;~n the first ha.lf of 1944, supplies ma.y be 

a li ttl,e larger than. a year earlier; out,., in all likelihoftd.'they will be' 

considere,bly short of prevailing demand ,at ,ceiling 1'l"ices" , The weakened demand 

for baby chicks, which fi"rst b'e.came generally rioticeable in mid-Oct<;>oe:r., con-

tinued through Uovemoer. Tot;p.lc~mmercial hatchery produ¢tion in lITovember was 

7 percent und~ that.of'the' corresp.ndin~"n:ont'h'in'1942. :'1ost chi'cks hatched 
""'{. . . 

at thi s time of they~'~'r- 'are; used :ror 'commercial :breiler produ6tion;' The 
',' . 

1944 go~l for broilers is l~ ~ercent below the preliminary indication of the 

1943 output. 



DECEMBER 1943 - 4 ... 

Egg production has begun to inc.rease seasonally and will continue to 

expand until the 1944 seasonal peak i srE3c.ched in April. Civilian supplies 
... . ' ........ :t~ ... ,. " 

of eggs this fall have been som'6what, larger 'than a year ago, aLA in the first 
• .. '1'11.-- .... 

half of 1944 they are likely to average C\.t least as large as in the 
, c.' 

corresponding period of 1943. c. 
" , Ceiling prices for eggs have been ,dropping, according to achee.ule, 

,for ~everal weeks. Butbecau'se of seasonal~y larger supplies, actual pri'ces 

are declining a,nd are continuing slightly under the ceilings for practically 

"all grades. In mid-December, prices of top grade eggs were the only quo-

tation~ at ceiling levels ~ The average 'price received by farmers for eggs 
, ~ 

... -'I ~. <-

was 47~1 cents per dozerl in mid-November" compared with 38.9 cents in November 

last year! 'I 

December 21, 1943 

RECENT, DEVELOPi,lENTS 

Numbers of Layers 'Increased ' ,-
Numbers of laye'rs "'on' farms declined more than seasonally from June to 

August 1943~ J;)uring that period large numb-ers of birds were sold, apparently 
to make room for pullets from the year I s record hatch. Pullet s of laying 
age were added to, laying flocks in record numbers during September and OctoQer, 
and total numbers of layers on farms increased more than seasonally in that 
period, though at :c:, ).i ttle slower rate the~n a year earlier. The percentage 
increase in numbers" from October to November """as much small'er than in the 
corresponding period. last year, though w~ll above the 1932-41 average for 
that period. During November the ,?verage number of 18.yers on farms in the 
United St$,tBs, at 402 million head,' was '6'percent larger than in November 1942~ 

Egg Production· Increasing Seasonally 

Thentimber of eggs produced per la,Yer in the United Sta,tes has been 
slightly lower since Harch than a year ,eax:lier. For the first 11 months of 
1943 output per layer totaled 135 eggs compered with 136 in the corresponding 
;period of 1942 and· the 1932-41 everage, of 122 eggs. Output 'Per . layer, in 
l\fovem-ber, =by regions,. as a pe~entage of a' yea.r earlier, was as follows; 
North Atlantic, 95 percent; East North Central. 96 percent; West Horth Central, 
101 percent; South At;Lantic, 99 percent: South Central. 102 percent; and West, 

, 98 percent,_ . . 
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Average production per layer reached the ·seasonal low point in November. 
Hence, with a further increase in· fiUmbers of. layers on fa.rms, total egg out
put has begun to increase seasonally.· .Receipts of eggs at primary markets 
turn·ed upward during November, and in the-midwest and :Pacific Coast areas 
receipts are averaging a little larger then a year earlier. Receipts of 
eggs at eastern egg auctions were moderately smaller during November than 
a year earlieT. The volume of eggs received at terminal markets has continued 
lerger than a year ago. 

Total egg production in the United States during November was 4 per
cent larger than in that month last year. By regions, the November output 
as a perc~ntage of production in November last year was as follows: North 
Atlantic and East North Central, 9? percent; West North Central, 110 percent; 
South Atla.ntic, 104 percent; South Central, 109 percent; and West, 108 
percent. 

~ Price Declinin~ .Seasonall~ 

Wholesale price ceilings for better grades of eg<;s bega.n to decli·ne 
seasonally in· early November. Ceilings for lower grades of eggs cegan to 
decline in early De·cember. From mid':'November to mid-December wholesale 
price ceilings declined from 0.5 cents per dozen for lower gre.des to 3.6 
cents per dozen for top grades. Actual prices have not changed significantly 
in rela.tion to the ceilings during the past month, as increases in receipts 
have corresponded closely to the scheduled declines in ceiling levels. In 
mid-December prices of top grade eggs continued close to ceiling levels, but 
prices of most other grades ranged 8. little below maximum levels. In mid
December wholesale pric.es averaged mostly from 5 to 10 percent higher than 
a year ago. 

In mid-November the average price received by farmers for eg~s in 
the Uni ted Sta.tes was 47.1 cents per dozen. This wa:s the highest for the 
month since 1921 1J'Then the price was 50.0 cents per dozen. In November 1942 
farmers received e,n s.vsra.ge of 38.9 cents per dozen. The weighted everage 
pri ce received by fa,rmers for eggs in 1943 will be approximately 37.5 cents 
par dozen compared with 29.9 cents .in 1942. The pri ce in 1943 will be the 
highest on record except for 1919 and 1920 when pri cel;i. were 41.3 cents and 
43.5 cents respectively. . 

fu:!. Wi thdrawal~ £f. ~ Continue Le,rge 

The eut-of-storage movement of shall eggs has ieclined from the 
seasons.l high rea,ched in mid-November but in the first half of December was 
a.veragi~g a li ttle heavier than a year ee,rlier. Part of the shell egg wi th
iil'"tiWYl-tn--the-lcrst- several weeks have·~n-used. in producing dried_ egg for 
Government account. Prices of storage eggs declined 2 to 7 cents during 
the past month Bnd in mid-December supplies of all grades of stora,ge stocks 
were ample to meet the d.emand at less than ceiling prices. On December 1, 
stocks of shell eggs in the Uni ted States totaled 1. 8 million Cel.ses compared 
with 4.0 million on November 1 and 1.2 million on December 1, 1942. 



DECEMBER 1943 - 6 -

Primarily because of large requitemehts fbI' drying, the out-of-stora.ge 
mov.ement of frozen eggs has averaged the largest on record throughout the 
current 'season. During November the net wi thdra.wa1 of frozen eggs '\'taS 15 
milli~n pounds larger than in that month last year, an increase of 28 per
cent. Stocks of frozen egg have declined Telatively more sharply than a 
yea.r ea.rHer, but on December 1 total United Sta.tes stock~ of this product 
were 37 percent' larger than on the corresponding date last. year. The shell 
egg equivalent of all '3ggs in storage on December 1 was 6.4 million C2.ses, 
compared with. 4.5 million cases on the correspond.ing date in 1942. 

Wholesale pric~s of frozen egg have been wi thin 2 cents of ceiling 
levels, depending on qua.li ty of product 2nd type of container •. 1.'.'holese.le 
prices of frozen whole egg at New York in, mid-December were 11 uercent higher , 
than a year earlier when the temporary freeze levels were in effect. 

Dried ~ Output Decreased Slightly 
in November 

The delivery schedule of dried egg te the War Food A,dmi~1stration, 
established through foreword contracts between that . agency .andGgg dr~ers, 
calls for the delivery in December and January of the l~.rgest 'quantities 
for the entire period that the lend-lease program has been in operation. 
In line with this schedule, dried egg output was increased considerably 
since August. Output in N('Ivember totaled 22.1 million pouncls, compared with 
23.2 million pourids in October and 19.5 million pounds in November 1942. 
Dried ~gg output in the first 11 months of 1943 was 240.9 million pounds 
compared with 222.5 million pounds in the corresponding period of 1942. 
Prices of dried egg have been firm ~t ceiling.levels. 

Marketings £! Poultry Declining Seasonally 
££1 ~ Larger .. than ~ ~ Earli:er 

Sales of both young stock end mature hens 1;ly farmers in November 
apparently were. th~' la.rgest on record for the month. At mid-west primary. 
markets receipts of fowls reached a new high monthly total, averaging 22,624 
pounds weekly pe:r plant compared wi th 16,707 pounds in November last year, 
the previous record high for that month. Ma.rketings of fowl ?ppa.rentl~r were 
heavy in all sections of the country during November. Despite tile le.rger 
number of Chickens raised in all geographic divisions this year than la.st 
the increase in numbers of layers on farms. from October to November 1"8.S 

smaller in 1943 than in 1942 in all'regions' except the Westerri' Sta.tes. Even 
in this area, hO\7ever, the percentage increase in numbers .. vras .·smaller than 
a year earlier. Receipts of fowl at mid-west primary ma.rket s were" .smaller 
in early December than in NovembtEtr but continued the largest Qn record for 
the perted. • 

Receipts of ~roung chickens at mid-west primary meIkets dUJ,'ing November, 
. also, were larger than in that month last year, but not by so grea.t (3, degree 

as fowl receints.· Neverthele.a, receipts of young stock at thes.e primary 
markets reach~d a new high record as· did fowl. Receipts of young stock as 
a percentage of total receipts at primary ma.rkets in late Novem"ber dropped 
below 50 percent, after having'avere€ed well above 50 percent in every week 
beginning in ea.rlY August. 

• 
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Receipts of dressed poultry at the four principal markets, ~n early 
December, were considerably larger than a year· earlier. These larger quan
tities, of course; reflect increased marketings from specialized producing 
areas as well as from general farming areas. 

In recent weeks, an increasing proportion of receipts of live poultry 
at New York have originated in mid-western States. Total receipts of live 
poultry at New York City have been la.rger than a: year earlier for every month 
of this year. At Chicag., on thel other hand, the volume was below a year 
earlier during all of 1943 except Novemoer. 

Prices of better quality live birds recently have been -barel;y steady 
at ceiling prices, and for lower quali ties prices have been moderately 'below 
ceilings. Compaxed with' a year earlier,' mid-December prices of 'broilers a.t 
New York were about the same, while pri ces bf fowls' were higher. For the 
first time in nearly a year prices of dressed. birds at New York have been 
barely stea.dy at ceiling prices for the past few weeks. Nevertheless, prices 
of dressed birds at that market-he.ve continued higher than a year earlier. 
The avera.ge price received by fa.rmers in the United States, in micl-:q-ovember, 
wa.s 24.3 cents per pound, compa.red with 24,6 cents in October and 19.6 cents 
in November last year. 

Into-Stor8.ge Hovement of Poultry Continuing 
.~ Record .~~ 

A record into-storage movement of poultry has occurred since last 
June. The net into-.storage movement during Novem-ber was 57 million pounds, 
compared with 32 million. pounds in that month la.st year, and the previous 
record high for November of 48 pounds, !'eached in 1939. On December 1 
holdings' of poultry in storage totaled_ 197 million pounds, a record high for 
that date. The 1932-41 average for December 1 is'121 million pounds. 

Stocks of all classes except ducks increased during November. The 
greatest relative increase over November 1 was shown for fowl. Holdings of 
this class were increased 52. percent. 

The poultry stora~e situation this fall apparently is characterized 
by heavier than usual holdings by hotels, restaurants and simila,r institutions 
and perhaps heavier holdings by the armed forces, than a year ago • 

The into-storage movement of poultry continued higher (luring the first 
half of December than a year earlier. In 1942, storage holdings of poultry 
reached the annu21 peak in mid-December; and, for the first time on record, 
net withdrawals occurred in the second half-of that month. 

Index Numbers of Seasonal Variation 
in Ep'.r, P',...i ,,~; fen' 1 c44 - ~~ ~~.~ -~:-. -~-~ 

Cha.nging ill0.eX numbers of seasona~ variation which are used in' adjust
ing egg prices '''ere presf:,uted in liThe Poultry and Egg Si tuationTl for May 1942. 
Growth,of ths dried egf; industry and. the it1position of price control regu
la.tions have tended to influence abnormally the usual seasonal pAttern ()f 
egg prices •• Eut underlying shifts in the egg price pattern due to further 
changes in the farm egg production pa.ttern and. other elements have continued. 



DECEMBER 1943 - 8 -" 

Index numbers of seasonal variation in egg prices that will be used in com
puting seasonally adjusted parity prices' for eggp.:in 1944, .are given below. 
Compared with the series' used in 1943 these figures :~q"e q.e,~:n~ased 1 point 
for February 8nd November and increased 1 point in Ju::},.y,:and A~gust. The 
indices for 1944 follow: 

January 95 
February 87 
March 82 

April 82 
May· 82 
June 82 

1944 Poultry Goals £l States 

July 92 
August ._' ,99 
September ,.J..14, 

O~tober.. ,l?6 
':November ,,,137 
Dec~mber 122 . , 

National proo,uc!tion goals' for most agricultural products for 1944 
were announced by the War Food Adrninistrationon November 11 followi,ng a 
series of State goals meetings. In most Ste..tes, the goals for tn'e .Sf8,te . 
were announced sO'on after the conclusion of these meetings. In table- ,It 
the States goals fo,r eggs, chickens, turkeys, and broilers are summarized 
to show the geographical pattern of the' national objectives for poultry and 
eggs. 

Attainment of e11 suggested individual livest,ock goals is contillgent 
upon substantial rec1.uctions in the amount of feed fed to hogs, and some 
reduction in amounts fed to cattle and to poultry other than laying birds. 
Any tendency of any species of livestock t~ increase beyond the goals jeopard
izes. of Course, the chances of achieving the goal for some other product. 
Based on United States average prices, the recent revision in the corn price 
ceiling resulted in a' less favorable hog-corn ratio. 

The 1944 agricultural production. goals express a national objective 
consistent with avC',ilable resources. In· the livestock production goals, 
the national objective is to obtain the-maximum possible amount of most 
urgently needed food from prospective sUl)plies of feed concentrates. To 
attain this objective it is·estimated to be necessary to produce each national 
livestock goal in a: specific geographic pattern. T]:),e State goals given in 
the table indice.te the patterns. 

'To meet the 1944 national goals' for chickens raised and broilers pro
duced, considerably fewer chicks from commercial hatcheries would be needed 
than we~e produced in 1943. The exact p~rcenta~e reduction can not be 

. determin~d, of course, until final data for 1943 are available, but an out
put below the 1943 level by wi thin 2' percentage points of 10 percent probably 

.. ' would be suffic~ent to reach the goa.ls. In 1943 farmers hatched on their 
'own farms ab>out 16 percent o.-f the' chicks they started. From October 1, 1942 
through Septem~er 30, 1943, the period in which chicks were hatched for pro
ducing commercial broilers and fa.rm raised chickens in 1943, the output of 
commercial hatcheries totaled 1,435 m~llion chicks. Compared with a year 
earlier, the October chick output was 9 percent larger, and the November 
production 7 percent smaller, making hatchings for the 2 months about the 
'same as a year ea.rlier. ·The November output of course. wa~ prime,rily for 
broilers ;'the goe.1 for which calls fo·r a. 19 uercent reduction compared with 
1943. 

To meet'the turkey goal, about the same number of hatc4ing eggs would 
. be needed in 1944 e.s was produced in 1943, 8,ssuming approximately the same 
fertili ty re.te C',S last season. 

• 

• 
• 
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, ~eb1e 1.- Egg. ~~d eo~m6rcinl brnilers produced and chickens and turkeys raised, by States, indicated for 1943, with goal. for 1944 

State 

E&~s producflIiQ 

I · 1944 
1943 1:. ; goals 

: -i9~:' 
: goal as : 
: percentage: 

of 1943 : 

Chickens raiMd 

1944 
goals 

19li4 
go ,,1 as 

percentage 
.of 1943 

Eroilers procraeed 

1944 
goalc 
g} 

1944 
goal 8S 

percentage 
of 1943 

~.lrkeys rai sed 

194~ 1944 
oa1s : goal as 

g'?'l :percentage 
- of 1943 

;':111ion Millioll 
~_ dozens Perce!!! Thousands Thousands Perce!!t Thousands Thousands ~ 'l'housandp Thou~ ~ 

M.iine ......... 31. 7 31.5 99 5,267 5,000 - 95 924 675 73 43 ~2 98 
4,425 4,200 • 95 1,610 1,180 :1':3 64 62 97 II. R ......... , 23.8 24.0 101 

v~ ........... : 13.3 12.0 91l 
:':a... .... ..... 61.8 62.0 100 

1,932 1,800 93 1.175 935'80 161 148 92 
10,687 10,000 94 2,925 2,327 gO 216 210 97 

R. 1. .... ..... 6.3 6.2 98 1,053 1,001) 95 :?12 169 80 26 24 92 
5,548 5.400 97 11,583 10,'1.93 g8 117 HI 95 Conn ••.••.••• : 35.8 37.0 103 

N. Y ......... : 169.6 175.0 103 26,686 25,000 94 5,851l 4,574 78 386 371 96 
N. J ......... : 76.~ 78.0·102 11.753 11,000 94 2,232 l,~08 81 166 J34 81 
P" ••••••••••• :~_~~.?l _ __ ~3q~I~37~6~ __ L37u,,~OOO~ __ ~9L4~ __ ~5~!0~7~0 ____ ~3~,9~6=4 __ ~1~8 ______ 1~,~0~71~ ___ ~~8~~ __ ~9~2 __ 

N. Atl. .... : 633.6 101 106,721 100.400 94 31,581 25,825 82 2,250 2,090 93 

38;631 38,000 98 4,125 3.281 
36.8l!2 36,000 98 6.3?5 5.031 

. 48.538 46,000 95 g.loo 6.000 

Ohio ......... : ?28.1 2~0.0 101 
Ind .......... : 165.8 165.0 100 
Ill. ......... : 223.4 232.0 104 
Mi~h ......... : 130.6 130.0 100 2li.gllO 21,114 8'5 682 ~17 
Wis. • ......... _-'1:.:::8.LI-'-.4'---_~~.!Q5 29.483 ~00,,-0 ___ .L95L _2.0oo, __ ..!:1.L.'iu91 

E. N. Cent.: 935.3 953.0 102 178.33~ 169,114 95 21,232 16.380 

so 
gf) 

14 
7° 
80 

17 

g~---gW---I02-

~53 ln2 91 
609 609- 100 
519 493 95 
554 ___ ~~ ___ ~ 

2,941 

Minn ......... : ;:>85.! 300.0---105 53.~--4"7,OOO (':8 --- -----==-------2~~r--<-,~-R~ 
Iow8 ............ : 326.8 340.0 lc4 69,926 69,000 99 1,867 1,811 97 
Mo ........... : <4<.0 237.0 98 43;241 43.000 99 2.~lg 2.000 71 1.332 1.300 ~H~ 
N. n.k ....... : 51.7 53.0 103 13,725 1?000 87 7$1,~ 906 115 
S. D.k •.••••• : 112.5 95.0 115 21.217 21.000 99 712 1.000 140 
Nebr ......... : 156.0 163.0 104 39.256 40,000 102 1.197 1.22? 102 
!Cans ......... :_-'1"'8.!.3!.'.1'--_--'1~~9 ____ .JQ9 ___ ._l2.,3~L___12,OOO ___ 9 ... '1'--_---'1'-',""03"'5'--_---'855 83 958 977 102 

W. N. Cent. : 1.327.8 1.312.0 103. 276.2411 3,85.3 2.855 

Del ........... -w.3----10.0---- , 97 - ---3. 2lib 3,200 99 58.320 50.000 
Md ........... : 34.6 34.0 
v ............ : 84.7 84.0 
W. Va ........ : 44.5 44.0 
1,. c ......... : 82.5 86;0 
S. C ......... : 27.0 3').0 
Ga ........... : 57.5 58.0 
Fla. • ..••.•.• : ---.l9_ • .Q.. _____ ~0 

• S. At1 ..... : 3110'.1 365.0, 

Ky ........... : 
Tenn ••.•••••• ! 
Ala .......... : 
Miss ............ : 
Ark .......... : 
La ........... : 
Okla ......... : 
Tex ......... .. 

107.1 
91.6 
63.7 
52.5 
64.0 
32.2 '!il 

129 .5 
271.8 

112.0 
97.) 
fl;~o 
52.0 
63 J) 
;2.5 

133·0 
?72.0 

98 9.465 8,500 90 21,Obo 18.000 
99 20, ~'59 18.000 ~~ 19.250 14.')00 
99 6.467 5.600 g7 g .120 6.063 

104 26.666 30.000 113 11.600 if 9.6?8 
11,650 102 3.738 2.600 III 1l.375 

101 lZ.5!':5 18,OOC 97 16,500 14.025 
100 5,816 ___ 2.]00 __ 9..=.1 __ --"'5-'-',6=-=""-8 ___ ~'-'--, 4l! 7 

101 l")1.819 100,250 98 . 144.276 

~g ~ 
100 
100 

, 99 
S;P. 

101 
103 
100 

27159? 28,000 102 
2.812 ~,975 21 nA0 100 

16,665 l~:OdO 06 
19,060 10,500 102 1.731 
17.00g 17.000 100 11, 5~0 
11.612 ~ ll,COO 95 1,320 
2~ 7~~ 26.0~o 101 3.125 
52:646 51,COO 98' ~ 

127,275 

1.144 
~.237 

1,377 
10,175 

4/ 1,069 
- 2.486 

'1,656 

74 

86 
85 
73 
75 
113 
70 
85 

__ 18 

88 

9. 831 

90 
405 
~57 
235 -
25~ 
115 
168 
120 

2,308 

;>,716 

BO 
380 
~05 
235 
240 
180 
1.46 
~1'j 

2.176 

99 

89 
94 
94 

100 
94 

101 
87 
92 

254 2-24-g-~ 

196 190 9; 
1~2 162 100 
124 126 102 
126 121 96 

67 '!il 65 97 
954 973 102 

~~_--1!836 100 

S. Cent. ••• : - 826.0 101 
\I~ 

190.683 189,500 99 34.326 28.144 e2 5.719 5.697 100 

Mont ......... :---2""1-,.1.-----"'2""1'.0'---1"00.----""5'.5'"7.,.6-----4".'76 .. 1"'9-------,8"'3.----------'---------..------:::::---~ 276 112 
-I,I ... '1o ........ : 24.p. 25.0 101 5.250 4.7')0 ;:t: 23? 246 106 
'1yo, ......... : 8.g fl.7 99· 2.7'73 2,200 97 158 250 158 
CoIo. '" ..... : 39.2 39.0 99 e,249 7,000 g5 861 1'18 102 
N. 'lex ....... : 12.2 12.0 ge 1.634 1,600 98 55 '50 91 
Ariz ......... :. 6.5 6.!! 105 1.2~,? 1.100 89 8211 634 77 93 90 91 
Utah ......... : 27.7 31.0 112 4.031 ".600 11). 1.341 1.234 92 
l!(>v .......... : ,2.9 2.~ 91 582 500 86 34 31 91 
Wash ......... : 78.3 16.0 97 10.892 9.500 f',7 1,4111 1,091 77 1.2Q6.:' 1.110 ,,2 
Oreg ......... : l~1.7 40.0 96 5,915 5,900 99 \;06 300 14 2,084" 1,911 92 
Callf. ....... : __ .=.17c6"".1"'--_-'1t.17:=.6~.7. __ --'::10::::0:..-__ ..!2~6~IO::::g:::::O,'_,__---!2""5..:,O::.:OO"'___~9~6 ____ .=.10~,""6::e;60::----L.L50"--'0'--__ IO ____ ~3~·,~70~4'__ __ ~3~144::::..:.<'5~_...l9L_ 

439.9 lf39.0 100 71.TSl' 66,119 93 1).3fJf! 72 10,014 9,521 95 

D. S ....... : 4,515.1 4,596.7 102 925,652. ,892,983 96 248.576 2O~,4;>2. '!il 33,069 32,041 97 
jJ hdict.ted. : . --: . , ----------- '-----
'£1 ReviRed figures hp.ve be .. " received from sqme State. _since November 11. thu. eh;'nginS the 11!lited Stptes total f:oom the figure announced 
on that dcte. 
'JJ An unofficial Stat .. aurve:- indicate. that .21,855,600 broilers -were r>rodu"ed in North Carolina in 1943. A goal fer i"t~ at 1'3 percent 
of that level would indicate a goal of 18,140,000 birds rather than the f!gure of 9,628,000 a. thown in the table. Final estimete. of 
1943 production of commercial broilers. a. \/ell as pr~ductl.ori of other poultry products, will ce puclished by the United Stat ... 
Department of Agriculhre for all States in Ma:och l~l14. 
~ ~~a1e 8uer,e~ted b1 National Goals Co~it.t,p.e: final ~oal. not yet r9ceived from the State Goals Oomm1ttee~ 
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Poul t rymen Urged to ~ Laying Flo cks 
Closely 

Efficiency in use of feed for producing eggs increases as the average 
number of' egf,s produced per bird incr,eases. In view of this consideration 
and the 1944 egg goal, which is 2 percent above 1943 production, it appears 
desirable that numbers of layers be r~duced somewhat from the present record 
high level. On December 8, through a sta.tement issued jointly by the War 
Food Administration and representetives of the poultry industry, poultrymen 
were urged to cull flocks closely in coming weeks_ It was suggested that 
poultrymen cull birds not in laying condition, especially older birds and 
undersized, slow-maturing pullets. 

OUTLOOK 

BAQKGRO-qNtl.- Ceilings were first placed on prices of some 'WO

tein feeds and mixed feeds in March 1942. In January 1943 
ceilings were placed on margins of feed mixers and dealers, 
over costs of ingredients actually used in the mixtures. 
Cei'lin:?;s were established for corn in March 1943- In past 
months prices of oats, barley, and grain sorghums e,dvanced 
sharply. Feeds that were relatively low in price under ceil
ings have not moved freely in commercial channels since last 
spring thus resulting in gradual increases in average prices 
of ingredients used by feed mixers. In the January-November 
period of 1943, the United Sta,tes price paid by farmers for 
laying mash increased on an avere',ge of about 4-1/2 cents per 
hundred pounds, per month. I 

~ Ceilin~ Re~~ !££ Corn, Established 
for Thre~ Other Grains 

Final estimates for 1942 and December 1 estimates for 1943 indicate a 
total output of feed grains for the yea.r of 115 million tons, only 8 million 

• 

tons under the record cutput of last year. The estimated supply of all high
protein feeds is now 11.0 million tons compared with 11.2 million tons la,st • 
season. Prospective supplies of all feed concentrates in 1943-44 including 
feed wheat and rye and byproduct feeds total 169 million tons, compared wi th 
the 1942-43 production of 172 million tons, the 1937-41 avera,ge of 136 million 
tons, and the 1935-39 average of 118 million tons. A larger number of animal " 
uni ts is on fa.rms than a year ago but b;)T drawing on reserve feed supplies I 
actual disappearance of concentra,tes per animal unit probably will be slightly 
larger than average, though about 7 percent below the 1942-43 level. ~ 

, The ceiling price for corn was raised 9 cents per bushel, Chicago 
basis, effective December 6. On the saine date prices of oats, barley, and 
grain sorghums were frozen for a 60 day period, pending the issuance of a 
permanent regulation for these feeds. Also the War Food Administration 
announced the following actions. 1. Elimination of the subsidy the Commodity 
Credit Corporation has been paying on corn moving from surplus to eastern 
and southern deficit areas. 2. An increase of 20 cents per bushel in the 
price of feed wheat. 3. An offer to buy corn throughout December at the old 
ceiling price in 150 counties on the fringe of the Corn Belt where the new 
ceilings on corn represent a reduction in prices. 
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Hatcherl P~oqucti~ Below .§. ~ 
~arl\et 

.. 12 'iA 

The weakness in demand for baby chicks for immediate delivery, which 
first developed in mid-October, continued through November. The output of 
chicks by commercial hatcheries declined from October to November. Only in 
1 other year on record -- 1939 -- has output declined behreen these 2 months. 
Although the November production was 7 percent below the record establishjd 
in November 1942, it was the second largest on record fer the.t month. As a 
percentage of a. year earlier, the output of ba.by chicks in November, by 
regio.ns, was as follows: New England, 79 percent; Middle Atlantic, 95 per
cent; East North Central, 92 percent; West North Central, 79 percent; South 
Atlantic, 110 percent; South Central, 85 percent; Mountain, 90 percent; and 
Pacific, 83 percent. 

The number of chicks booked on December 1 for later delivery was much 
greater than on November 1, 1942. Apparently, however, thi s number incl;.ldes 
a much greater than usual proportion of orders for delivery next spring. 
The inability of many farmers Ito get chicks at the desired time last spring 
has caused £1,11 early influx of orders for deli very in the usual reriod when • 
replacement stock is started. 

Outpu.t of chicks by c"mmercial ha,tcheries ha.s ebout reached the low 
point for the se1",son, and the output probably will begin to e:b.'Pand a.t an 
increasing rate in coming weeks. The demand for baby chicks in the coming 
season, however, is not likely to be so strong as in the 1943 season. Feed 
prices in the first ha.lf of 1944, if continued a.t present levels, would be 
approximately 10 percent higher than a year earlier. Ceiling prices now in 
effeet would permit slightly higher egg prices than actually prevailed in 
the flush season last year but no higher chicken prices. Consequently, both 
the egg- and chicken-feed price relationships are likely to be less favorable 
than a year earlier, during at least the first part of the coming hatching 
season. In addition, local feed shortages are likely to develop particularly 
within deficit feed areas. Uncertainties arising,from the tight feed supply 
situation, together with less favorable price relationships, are likely to • 
predominate in bringing about a weaker demand for chicks than prevailed last 
season. 

A part of the unprecedented chick demand in 1943 was unsatisfied. 
Nevertheless it is likely that the dem&nd in much of 1944 will be for fewer -
chicks the,n were actually purcha.sed a year previous.. Even at a lower level, 
the demand probably will not be so steady as it was in 1943. Thus hatchery-
men may be required to correlate hetching schedules with forward delivery 
schedules rather closely. 

Chicken Marketin~s !£ Decline eeasonally 

Marketings of commercial broilers end. fryers are likelY to continue 
larger than a year earlier through the first few weeks of 1944. Farm market
ings of Ie.te ha,tched chickens and of fowl culled from laying flocks probably 
will continue 19rger than a year earlier, at least for the next several 
months. The level of total chicken ma.rY::etings I however, will decline 
considerably from the record highs recently reached. Supplies of chicken for 
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ci vilians will -0e e..t a' seasonally low level in the period Februa:r-y throu/Sh 
April. Deri1and for chicken is likely to c.pntinu~ stronger than a ~Tear earlier, 
well into 1944 -- if not during the entire year. In the first 6 months of 
1944,' dema.nd at ceilin~ pri'ces is likely to exceed supplies by at least as 
great a degree [\s in the corresponaing' period of 1943-

Supplies of !~rkey. Continue Short 
of Demand . ----

Turkey i!1e.r~cetings h~ve been seasonally heavy since late October, -but 
the unprecedented consumer demand this fall has not been satisfied at any time. 
Mid-December inc1.ications point to a supply of turkey for the year-end holidays· 
no larger than at Thanksgiving. . In some IDa.rkets prospective supplies are even 
smaller. Stora.ge stocks of turkeys were increased during November but on 
December 1 they were 2.5 million pounds sma.ller than on December 1 last year. 
Supplies of tur~cey, ~f course, will decline sharp;Ly from the holiday levels . 
and quantities for civilians, in coming months, will continue to be 
substantiall;;;' smaller than a year earlier • 

Production of turkeys has been relatively stable during the war period, 
in contrast to sil8.rp increases registered for other poultry items. Turkey 
production has been limi ted by supplies of he.tching eggs. The s~lOrtaGe was 
especially Dronol:i.l1ced in 1943. Prices '7ere oid 'to reldti vely high levels. 
Accordins to SO .. le indications, farmers :12.ve been encouraged -by these nrices 
to keep larger breeding flocks for 1944 eg~ production. 

December 1 Pote;J.ti2.1 'Layers .2. P~rcent 
Over a-Yeai-E;iiier ' 

Consiclere.tions with respect to feed supplies and feed prices -- dis
cussed a.bove in co:mection with the prospective demand for chicks -- also 
will have 2 bearing on future changes in numbers of layers and in egg pro
duction per layer. In addi tion, lirni ta.tions of poultry housing fccili ties. 
espe~ially in surplus feed 2.reas, will pe Em influent~al factor • 

Wi th the record number of potentie.l 12yers now on farms, a.nd the 
larger than usual proportion of late hatched pullets in flocks, it is likely 
that the numoer of birds culled from potential'laying stock will continue 
much larger than usual .• well into the eC'.rly months of 1944. However, the 
favorable egg-feed price relationshin 'Jorhich is in prospect for the flush 
period of fgg production -- though less f~vorable than the record a year 
earlier -- v!ill e::lCourage farmers to ~{:eep as many hens as they can house and 
supply Vii th feed. A continued tight feed supply situation, no doubt, will 
resul t in very l'leC'.vy culling, -beginning tOTIard the close of the flush J,aying 
period. 

The numoer of eggs produced per -oird is increasing seasonally. Improved. 
quali ty of le.ying stock and the large proportion of pullets '."Till tend to offset 
the less favoraole effects of the feed sup~ly and price situation. The average 
rate of production in the United States, tilersfore, probably will continue 
close to the level of a year earlier. Total egg production in the first half 
of 1944 probE'.bly 'iTill be somewhat larger than in the corresponding period of 
1943. 
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With favorable weather in January and February supplies of eggs will 
increase rEl.ther sharply. This may cause prices to decline t.emporarilJ'. some
what llelow prevailing ceilings. Egg sto~ .. ing and drying usually does not 
start· in VOlUJile until. a little later. The extent· of ally decline below 'ceilings 
of course, would be limited'by the W.F.A. price support program in effect. 
This provides t~at prices will be supported at not less than 30 cents per 
dozen, in the spring, and an annual a,verags":'bf '34 ceI;lts per dozen, basis of 
the United Ste.tes average price received by farmers. The beginning of the 
usual flush season of egg production will be accompanied by the starting of 
heavy storing and drying operations. Hence, prices in the heaviest producing 
months, next year, are likely to be little different from a year Be.rlier. 

INDEX NUMBERS OF NET DI SAPP~lffiANCE OF 
EIRDS FROM LAYING FLOCKS-~/ 

For some purposes it is desirable to heNe a single series of figures 
to indicate generally whether, the net removals ,from, or eddi tions to, laying 
flocks are greater or less than av.erage in relation to the prevailing level 
of numbers. To supply this need, index numbers presented in ta~les 3 and 4 
were developed. 

Three factor.s account for month-to-month changes in numbers of layers 
o~ farms. They are: (1) Addition of pullets ~o laying flocks, (2) mort81ity, 
and (3) culling. For the nation as a whole, pullets are added to laying 
flocks in largest numbers in the last 4 months of each calendar year, result
ing in a seasonal increase in size of laying flocks. The sea.sonal peak in 
numbers usually is reached ~pproximately on Januaty 1. As a result of mor
tality and culling, numbers then decline s~asonally during the January-August 
period. 

The series of index numbers in ta~les 3 and 4 were developed from link 
relatives of numbers of layers. In teble 2 the link relatives are given of 
numbers of la;:,rers on farms from February 1925 through November 1943. (Link 
relati ves are computed by expressing each number in a serie's as a percentag.e 

• 

of the number im!llediately preceding. In this case the number of lcwers in _ 
each month was expressed as a percentage of the number in the previous month.) .. 
The 1932-41 average of monthly link relatives is given ~t the oottom of 
table 2. The index numbers I given in table 3, were computed 'by expressing 
the 1932-41 avere,ge of link relatives for each month ·as percentages of the 
link relatives for corresponding mO'nths in each yea.r. A similar 1)ro cedure -
was used .in developing index numbers for each of the six major €eographic 
divisions. Regional index numbers are given in table 4 for the last 3 yec>rs. 

In effect I an index number (in ta.ble 3 o,r 4) higher than 100 sug~ests 
that the IInet disaupe2rance" of birds from laying flocks is relativel·y greater 
than it was, on the average, in the corresponding period of 1932-41. An 
index number below 100 suggests that the "net disappearance" of birds from 

17 Index ;umb~l:; "i:e"present the ratio. botween the 1932-41 average percentage 
month-to-month ch,:mges in numbers of lcQrers and nercentage changes in 
prevailing mOl1thly- numbers of layers. 
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laying ·flocks is relatively smaller than it was, on the average, in the corre
sponding period of 1932-41. These index numbers are not indicative of net 
qisappearimee from.numb~~s 6f :potential lEwers, 'of co urs-e, ~ince the com
putations were based on actual numbers of laying birds. Similarly in the 
fall and early winter months the index numbers are not '1f.Tholly'indicati'lre of 
tbe net ,disappe;:;.ranGe from laying floeks unless considet'a,tion'is given to 
the number of .pullets available ·for addition to la.ying flocks~ 

In the ,Janua.:t'y-August pel\!iod relatively few pullets are added to 'lay
iIfg flocks. Thus variations in -the monthly ·index 'numbers fron\ January to 
A~gust are ro~ghly indicative of the rate oi culling. The mortality rate 
vq.ries only moderately from year; to year. I-n the ,fall gnd ear:).y wiriter months 
t1!8 eff~cts of aclding pul1~ts to laying flocks far more -than dffset 'mor'~ality 
aIfd culling. .But if. rough al:).owance is made for the chl:tnge iIi nu.mbElrs of 
PQtential layers .these index numbers also are indi'cativE) of tHe appl"oxi~ate 
r~lativ~ culling r8.te for ,that period.· 

£n the :yea.rs ~1932-4l ther.e was 'a net ,decrease of '2 perc-ent in: chi:ckens 
• ra,ised e,nd a net <'l.ecrease .in· hens Bnd ,pullets January 1 'of about 1 :P'ercont. 

• 
t 

_ ~ As lon;er sel:ies of. quarterly or monthly data on mortaH ty atld po'tential 
layers b,ecome .",vaila'ble, i.t will. be po-ssHla to co·nstruct a fairly ~'ccurate 
measure .of the 2.ctual culLing rate. 

The index n.umbers for the United Sta.tes have been less than 100 since 
August, indi ea.tin·g n.umbers. ,have .incr~asecl re-lati ve to the 10-ye2T a.verage 
and sug,:;esting, perhaps, a relatively light culling rate. But in view of 
the record increase in numbers of chickens raised this year the increase in 
numbers of Ifye:ts has been relatively SP18,11, indi eating a. heavi er than usual 
culling r2.te among potential laying stock. The index numbers hi table 4 

.... indicate that c;ulling of layers from flocks has been larger this fa.ll than 
last in all re.~ions after the large numbers of pullets· added to le.ying flocks 
i.s considered,. In .the South. Atlantic and is-'luth' C-ent-ral' regions, culling: 
apparently has oeen larger than average • 

. It is apparent from, table. 2 tha.t the percentage changes' in monthly 
figures yary slightly from. year to yea~. This accounts for thB relatively 
sm?-ll deyia.tion from. 100 in the index numbers. The ind8x numbers have : 
deYiated.from the 100-line.in·a fairly· consistent eyc;lical pattern during 
th!3 past. deca.c:l.\3. 
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Table 2. - Number of lRyers on fA.rms: Link ;r:elatives, United St::ltes, 1925-43 

Year : Jan.!...: F~b.: M~r .. : Apr.: M~y : Jun~: J~y: ·Aug.:Septi.: O~t.: Nov~: Dec~ 

1925 99.4 97.2 95·9 95.8 95. 6 : 95·7 97.~ 100.9 106.0 108.4 106.5 
1926 :103.0 99.2 97,3 96.1 95.4 9~.9 96.0 97.0 102.2 106.6 108.6 108.4 
1927 : lO3.8 99.4 97. 7. 96.0 94.8 9.9 95.6 98.~ 102.7 106.4 108.0 107. 2 
1928 :103.0 98.3 96.6 95.7 94.6 95. 2 95·3 96. 101.5 106.3 107.3 10h.4 
1929 :102.3 98.2 97.4 96.3 95.1 95·1 95. 8 97.2 102.0 108.0 109.1 10B.1 
1930 :103.1 98.1 97.0 95.6 9It.4 94.3 95.1 97.1 103.7 107.7 106.7 105.8 
1931 :101.6 97.1 95.8 95,3 94.6 94.5 94.8 97.2 103.9 107.9 107.4 106.8 
1932 : 97·5 97·9 96.2 95·9 95·1 ·94.5 95. 2 97.7 103.8 107.5 108.2 108.0 
1933 :102.8 97·9 96.9 95.8 94;6 93.8 93.8 97.4 103.3 108.2 109.0· 107.) 
1934 :102.4 98.0 97.0 95·7 94.1 93·5 94.0· 96.2 102.2 106.9 107.6 105. 8 
1935 :101.2 98.6 97.1 95.7 94.6- 94.3 95.1 97.3 104.9 109.9 108.6 106.9 
1936 :102.1 98.1 97.2 96.0 94.5 93·9 94.5 97.5 105.3 110.3 109.7 107.7 
1937 :102.6 97.6 96.8 95.6 94.2 93. 4 94.4 0,6.9 102.5 107.3 107.2 105. h 
1938 :101.6 98.1 96.9 95.3 94.3 94.5 95.1~ 9t.~_ 105.1 10g.8 1(19.2 107.3 
l.939 :102·7 98.2 96.8 95.4 94.5 94.3 94.7 98.0 104.9 110.0 109.6 107.2 
1940 t102•2 98.2 97.0 95.7 94.8 93.3 93.~ 97.8 104.0 108.3 108.8 106.4 
1941 :101.4 97.9 97.1 95.8 94.8 94.9 95·5 98.4 10b.4 111.4 110.3 107.8 
1942 :102.5 98·5 97.7 96.6 95.4 94.9 95·1 g7.7 105.0 111.9 111.7 108.4 
1943 :103.0 99.0 g8.3:.'\ 95.9 94.9 95. 0 93·1 95.6 105.0 110.4 109.8 

· · 1932-41: 
97.6 104;2 109.0 108.8 107.0 average: 101. 6 98.0 96.9 95·7 94.6 94~0 94,6 

· · -- -- --- --- -- --- ---- ---- -------
Table 3.- Net dis?·ppear~.nce of birds from laying f1oc\:s reh"tive to the 

prevailing lavel of numbers, United States, 1925-43 

Index numbers (1932-41 = 100) 
Year : Jan:-: Feb:-: Mar.:,A:9r~: ~y:June: July: Aug-.:-=--Se-pt.: Oct.: l~ov.: Dec-. 

\ 

• 

1925: 98.6 99.7 99.8 98~7 98.3 98.9 100.2 103.3 102.8100.4 100.5' • 
1926 : 98.6 98.8 99.6 99.6 99.2 98.0 98.5 100.6 102.0 102.3 100.2 98.7 
1927 : 97.9 98.6 99.2 99.7 99.8 99. 1 99.0 99.3 101.5 102.4 100.7 99.8 
1928 : 98.6 99,7 100.3 100.0 100:0 98.7 99.3 101.2 102.7 102.5 101.4 100.6 
1929 : 99.3 99.8 99.5 99.4 99.5 98.8 98.7 100.4 102.2 100.9 99.7 99.0 
1930 : 98.5 99.9 99.9 100.1 100.2 99.7 99.5 100~5 100.5 101.2 102.0 101.1 
1931 :100.0 100.9 101.1 100.4 100.0 99.5 99.8 100,4 100.3 101.0 101.3 100.2 ) 
1932 :104.2 100.1 100.7 99.8 99.5 99.5 99.4 99.9 100.4 101.4 100.6 99.1 
1933 : 98.8 100.1 100.0 99.9 100.0 100.2 100.9 100.2 100.9 100.7 99.8 99.4 
1934 ; 99.2 100.0 99.9 100.0 100.5 100.5 100.6 101.5 102.0 102.0 101.1 101.1 
1935 :100.4 99.4 99.8 100.0 100.0 99.7 9Q., 100.3 19.3 Q9. 2 100.2 100.1 
193~ : 99.5 99.9 °9.7 99.7 100.1 100.1 100.1 100.1 99.0 98.8 99·2 99.4 
1937 : 99.0 100.4 100,1 100.1 100.4 10n.6 100.2 100.7 101.7 101.6 101.5 101.3 
1938 :100.0 99.9 100.0 1~0.4 100.3 9q.5 99. 2 98. 8 99.1 99.3 99.6 99.7 
1939 : 98.9 99.8 100.1 100.3 100.1 99.7 99.9 99. 6 99·3 99.1 99·3 99.8 
1940 : 99.4 99.8 99.9 100.0 99.8 100.8 101.1 99.8 100.2 100.6 100.0 100.6 
1941 :100.2 100.1 99.8 99.9 Q9.8 99.1 99.1 q9. 2 97.9 97.8 98.6 99.3 
1942 ; 99.1 99.5 99.2 99.1 99.2 99.1 99.5 99.9 9Q.2 97.4 97.4 98.7 
1943, : 98.6 gg.o 98.8 99.8 99.7 98.9 lO1,6 102.1 99.2 98.7 99.1 

· · -------------
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T'Rble 4.- Np,t disFlppAp.rRnce of birds from 1f'1ying floc1<:s l':::llRtiv~ to the 
prevailing l~vel of numb~rs, by r~gions, 1941-43 

IndAx numb3rs (1932-41 = 100~) ____ _ 
YeAr: Jan.: ~ Mar.: Apr.} May : ~ July: Aug.:S~pt.: -Oc-t-.-: ~ D·:;c. 

-- - ---- -~ -:-=-~. ------ ------ - --North Atlantic ---------------------: 
1941:100.5 99.2 100.7 99.7 99,7 99.2 99.2 99.1 99.2 98.8 98.6 100.2 
1942:100.9 99.5 100.4 99.8 99.4 99.5 98.4 g7.7 99.0 98.2 98.0 99.5 
1943:100.9 99.3 100.2 101.1 100.7 q8.6 QQ.8 98.7 97.1 102.1 99.3 

------ ----:---------: Epst North C~ntrR1 - ------ -----
1941:101.2 101.1 100.6 99.6 99.S 9S.5 98.7 100.0 96.6 97.0 100.6 100.5 
1942:100.2 100.1 99.5 99.6 99.5 99.1 9q.3 98.9 qS.3 97.4 98.2 q9.3 
1943: 99.9 99.1 100.1 101.1 99.4 QS.2 100.6 100.S 98.8 100.3 99.0 

: 
1941 noo.9 
1942: 98.9 
~943: 98.6 

: 

" __ ~ .~,V"l'3t North C"lntr.;.,..p.1 ________________ _ 

98.8 99.0 100.3 99.5 99.6 99.2 qq.l 97.8 97.5 98.1 106.4 
98.3 99'.0 9g.5 99.4 98.7 99.1 100.0 100.3 97.0 96.4 97.4 
99,0 98.6 99.5 99.5 98.6 101.5 103.8 Qq.9 97.4 98.0 

SoUt"hAtlpntic"'" -- --- --- - -
---"-

1941:100.8 100.8 99.8 100.3 100.6 Q9.7 Q9.7 Q7.8 96.7 93.1 99.1 9Q.3 
1Q42: Q9.0 99.2 q9.1 98.5 99.8 q9.3 98.9 101.6 100.3 97.5 97.6 99.2 
1943: 99.7 98.4 98.1 99.8 99.6 99.1 102.0 100.1 9Q.2 100.4 100.2 

· • 

.......... - ------------ ---'-- --- ---.- - -_________ ~So~"'~ __________ _ 

1941:100.5'100.0 99.9 99.9 9q.3 9~.4 98.7 9Q.0 98.6 97.7 97.3 98.9 
1942:100.2 100.0 98.6 97.4 97.5 99.2 100.3 100.3 99.2 97.6 97.4 98.8 
lQ43: 99.0 99.6 g6.g 98.0 99,4 99.0 102.0 102.8 100.4 9q.l100.1 

• · 
--------,........-------------\V'9stern ------ ----------

, 1941: 99.9 100.5 99.2 99.8 100.0 99.6 gq.4 99.4 99.5 g8.7 g8.5 9S.Q 
1942: 98.8 99.5 99.2 99.1 g8.9 9g.4 100.9 101.6 98.6 96.8 98.6 99.0 
1943: g6.6 g6.g 100.1 100.6 98.9 98.7 101.5 101.9 98.2 98.3 99.1 

---'- --- - ------
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