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Because of large reserve stocks of feed concentrates and ce iIi ngs on pr ices of many feed 
items, feed prices increased less than prices for chickens and eggs from 19ijO well into 19ij3. 
This was in sharp contrast to movements in these prices during World War I. In the last several 
months,however, owing to increasing numbers of livestock and declining feed reserves, feed prices 
have increased steadily. Poultry product-feed price relationships are likely to average less 
favorable to farmers in 19ijij than they did in 19ij3. 



STATISTICAL SUMMARY 

NOVEMBER AVERAGE 19"2 1943 PCT e.-
IT E N UNIT YEAR 

PERIOD AVERAGE NOVEMBER DECEMBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER EARLIER 

Layers on ! arms, numbE'r Mjlljon 1932-H 325.7 378.6 410.3 I 402.' ! .81.8 105 
Net disappearance 1 Index no. 1982-41 100.0 97.4 98.7 I 99.1 99.8 101 

Number of eggs laid per hen Nurmer 1932-41 6.72 6.86 7.40 6.7S 7.49 101 
Total farm production of eggs MjJ. doz. 1932-41 166.6 216.S I ~53.2 I 225.6 269.3 106 
Stocks, eggs, U. S.: 2 I 

I Shell '11,000 case 1933-.&! 698 1, 170 ! 273 1,780 667 244 
Frozen • 1.000 case 1933-42 1,921 3,369 ! 21212 4,597 2,712 123 
Total • 1.000 csse 1933-.(2 2,51:1 4, 5~e I ~, 4h5 I 6.377 3,379 136 

Apparent egg disappearance,civilian: 
St orage she 11 eggs ••••••• 

·IMil. 
doz. 1932-41 H.9 32.9 1: I 41.6 15.8 98 

Frozen eggs • MH. doz. 1932-41 12.2 21.4 IS.1 ~5 .1 16.6 79 
Total shell egg equivalent • Mil. do% 1932-41 220.2 256.1 274.3 I 271.1 288.2 105 

Dried egg product i on • ,Mil lb. --" -- 19.6 13.1 ZZ.l I 21.5 164 
Conrnercial hatchery oper"tions: I I I Eggs set Millioo -- -- 41.2 I 47.1 as.~ 34.5 73 

Cb ic ks hatched MIllion -- -- 25.4 I 29.3 23.5 i 21.6 74 
Receipts: 

I 

I I 66.9 59.4 Poultry, dressed, four markets Mil. lb. 1982-41 67.7 73.5 64.5 I 92 
Poultry, live, Cbicago3 ..• Csr 1937 -41 418 H-' 361 ! 515 342 95 
Poultry, live, New York3 •• Car 1937-41 772 744 777 863 872 112 
Poultry, live, Midwest, per plant 1,000 lb. 1932-41 21. 70 36.04 21.G8 46.66 25.26 117 
Fowl (hens), live, Midwest, per plant 1,000 lb. 19112-41 10.65 16.71 12.07 22.62 14.49 120 
Young stock, live, Midwest, per. plant 1,000 lb. 1932-41 10.79 18.90 9.26 23.44. 10.32 111 

Stocks, poultry: 2 
BroiJ.ers Mil. lb. 1933-42 1~. 4 Hi. 5 9.2 13.6 14.2 154 
Fryers MH. lb. 1933-42 14.7 17. :I 15.8 20.2 20.7 131 
Roasters Mi!. lb. 1983-.2 35.1 46.0 

I 
'3.t! I 38.8 42.0 96 

Fowls (hens) Mil. lb. 1933-42 26.7 50.6 46.3 I 60.6 6S.4 US J 

Turkeys Mil. lb. 1983-(2 31. 2 25.9 3{i.6 

I 
24.8 86.6 103 

Ducks Mil. lb. 1983-42 0.3 5.9 3.4. 3.2 2.4 71 
Miscellaneous and unc lass If ied Mil. lb. 1983-42 24.6 37.0 S4.0 36.7 41.5 122 
Total poultry •.••• Mil. lb. 1983-42 151.9 193.3 187.9 197.9 225.8 120 

PrIces received by farmers: 
Eggs, per dozen Cent 1932-41 27.1 38.9 39.7 47.1 44.9 113 
Eggs, parity price per dozen Cent 1932-41 36.6 H.O 41.2 4.9.6 44.0 107 
Eggs, percentage of parity Percent 1932-41 74 83 96 95 102 
Chickens, per pound . Cent 1932-41 12.9 19.6 20.5 24.3 24.4" 119 
Chickens, parity price per pound Cent 1982-41 14.7 17.7 17.8 19.0 19.2 lOS 
Chickens, percentage of parity Percent 19U-U 87 111 116 128 127 
Turkeys, per pound Cent 1937 -41 17.S 27.0 29.7 32.7 33.3 112 
Turkeys, parity price per pound Cent 1937-41 18.9 22.3 22.6 24.0 24.2 lOS 
Turkeys, percentage o.f parity Percent 1937 -41 94 121 182 186 138 
All farm commodities t1910-14 = 100) Index no. 1932-41 102 169 178 192 197 111 
Chickens and eggs (1910-14 = 100) • Index no. 1932-41 122 178 183 217 210 116 

Wbolesale prices, Chicago: 
Eggs, standards, per dozen4 Cent 1982-U 26.9 40.0 40.0 44.2 40.7 102 
Live heavy hens, per pound Cent 1937-41 17 .3 21.8 23.6 22.6 23.6 100 
Live broilers, per pound Cent 1937-41 18.9 2&.0 27.7 26.2 26.9 97 
Live roasters, light, per pound C~nt 1937 -41 18.8 11.5 28.0 26.2 26.9 96 
Live roasters, heavy, per pound Cent 1987-U 18.1 23.6 26.6 26.2 26.9 102 

Wholesale prices, New York: 
DreS'sed broilers, 25-80 pounds per 

dozen, per pound Cent 1932-U 22.6 30.0 33.6 37.6 37.5 112 
Dressed roasters, 48-04 pounds per 

dozen, per pound . Cent 1932-41 20.9 80.9 34.0 37.0 37.5 110 
Dressed fowls, 48-64 pounds per 

dozen, per pound Cent 1932-41 19.6 29.8 80.8 38.6 33.5 109 
Cash farm incane: 

Total market ings Mil. dol. 1937-41 787 1,764 1,517 2,012 -- 114 
Poultry and eggs Mil. dol. 1987-41 88 179 171 231 -- 129 

Pr ~ce rat ios: 
Chicago, broiler-feed Lb. feed 1987-41 16.3 16.6 14.9 12.1 12.1 81 
Chicago, light roaster-feed Lb. feed 1937-41 14.9 15.7 15.1 12.1 12.1 80 
Farm, egg-feed Lb. feed 1982-41 26.2 24.2 23.6 22.0 20.1 86 
Farm, chicken-feed Lb. feed 1982-41 12.0 12.2 12.1 11.4 10.9 90 
Farm, tu'rkey-feed Lb. feed 1937-41 15.7 16.8 17.6 U.S 14.9 86 
Farm, egg-laying mash Lb. feed -- -- 13.8 13.6 13.1i 12.7 94 

Laying mash, cost per cwt. • Dollar -- -- 2.92 2.95 3.1i0 3.64 120 
Feed cost per cwt., farm poultry ration Dollar 1932-41 1.17 1.61 1.69 2.14 2.2! 132 
W!lOlesale food prices (1936-39 = 1001 Index no. 1982-41 96.6 180.8 181.9 138.8 133.5 101 
Retail food prices (1935-39 = 1001 .• Index no. 1982-41 97.4 181.1 132.7 137.3 137.1 103 
Prices paid by farmers including iu-

t.:rest and taxes (1910-14 = 100) Index no. 1932-41 U9 156 156 167 168 108 
Retail prices (BLS): 

Roasters, dressed, per pound Cen' 1932-41 28.6 402.7 43.1 44.0 44.7 104 
Eggs, strictly fresh, per dozen Cent 1932-41 40.1i 69.0 69.8 67.4 63'.9 108 

Nonagricultural employees' canpens'at i0n 
(1936-39 = 1001 Index no. 1982-41 104.9 212.1 217.9 260.9 -- 118 

lsee December 1943 poultry and Egg Situation for definition of, and method of computing, "net disappearance." 

~nd of month. Frozen eggs converted to case equivalent. 

:lear equivalent of receipts by freight, trl!ck, and express. 

~resh firsts December 1932-41 average, November, December 1942; standards, 43 pounds, November, December 1943. 

• 
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THE P 0 U t TRY AND EGG SIT U-A T ION 
~--~~~--~--~~~-~-----~~~~----'--~-----~-----~ 

Summary., 

The prospective demand for eggs for both civilian and war p.urposes 

in 1944 is stronger than 'the demand that prevailed during 1943- Hence',' 

farmers probably will be able to sell increased quantities of eggs this. year 

at approximately the same average prices as they received in 1943- puriently 

higher prices for feed Will result this, coming spring in an egg-feed price 

ratio lower than the record ratio of a year earlier b~t somewhat above average 

~ for the spring' of the 'year; With larger laying flocks consisting of a record 

high proportion of ' pullets and stock of improved laying quali~ies generally. 

egg production in the first half of 1944 pTobably will be somewhat larger 

than 'in the corresponding period last year'. Depending largely upon ·the 

volume of harvest of this year 1 s feed crops, egg production in the second 

half of 1944 may decline more than'seasonally. Total egg production in 1944 

is likely to be larger than a year earlier by from 2 to 4 p~rcent ~d per 

capita civilian egg consumption is very likely to reach a new record high 

level. 

The greater than usual increase in egg marketings in Decembe~ refJected 

the effects on production of the generally mild weather. Egg prices, as a 

res,ult, declined more sharply and earlie'r than usual. 'l'he decline came about 

3 weeks earlier this season than last and was only moderately larger than the 

drop in the first half of January 1943. On January 21, 1944 th~ average of 

wholesale prices was considerably below ceilings but was nearly equal to 

prices of a year earlier despite continued much larger marketings. 

The demand for baby chicks for comm~cia1 broilers has fallen off 

considerably in the past 3 months, reflecting the less favorable broiler-feed 

price relationship. The number of chickens raised for flock replacement in 
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Marketings of %.9.\11 wj.;L;l_,Qe. hQaVi,er., . .ho.we~e.r ... and. .t.he total. supply .of chicken 

is likely to be about the same as the sla~ghter in 1943 -- 3,800 million 

pounds, dressed weight. Some indications po~nt .to an increased supply of 

turkey hatching eggsjp,t' 1944w The slaught~r of turkey in 1944 is tentativel¥ , . 
estimated. at 480 milHoll. ;pounds. the .same as the preLiminary esti~1e.te for .. 

. Prices_ of prq.ctically all POl.;lt~y items have been firm at ceilings 

for the past month •. Curre.nt marketin~s of chickens and fowl he,ve declined 

sharply from the s~asona1 peak in November 1943, b~t ~re running larger than ~ 

a year ?go. StQrag~ stocks of poultry reachad an all-time peak on· January 1, . . 

1944. Sales of E1torage poultry have been restricted since the end of December, 

in order to help th~.Armed forces ~rocure 70 million pounds of frozen poultry. 

,RECElifT DEVELOPMENTS. 

Number of Layers has Passed 
Seasonal Peak'--- . -

January 21, 1944 

Marketings of mature hens were unusually heavy during the fourth 
quarter of 1943- The preliminary estimate of the number of female birds: 
1 year old or older on farms January 1, 1944 is 151 million head, or 11 per
cent less than the record number a year ear.lier. From October 1 to 

'December 31. 1943, the num"oer of old hens' decreased 33 percent. compared with 
a decrease of 18 percent in the corresponding months of 1942 and the 10-year 
average decrease of 20 percent. The number of pUllets raised in 1943 was the 
largest on record. The number of potential layers on ferms January 1, ,1944 -r

hens' and pullets of layirrg age plus pullets not of laying age -- has been " 
tentatively estim2,ted at 508 million hea.d., 4 percent larger than the previous 
record reached on January 1, 1943. All of tne above data pertaining to 
January 1, 1944, of C9urse, are preliminary. These preliminary estimates are 
based on reports' from' c'rop correspondents. The final estimates v:rill 'oe deter
mined on the basis of more complete data obtained in the year-end s~rvey made 
through Rural Mail Carriers and will be published in mid-February. Based on 
the experience of the past few years the final estimate rn~y be slightly larger 
than the 4 percent i'ncrease indicated on Janue.ry 1 by crop correspondents. 
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The percentage increase in numbers of layers from· November to December 
1943 as from October to November, ~was 'much smaller than in the corresponding 
period of 1942, though above the 1932~41 average for that period. During 
December the average number of layer~ on farms in the United States, at 431 
million head, was 5 percent larger than in December 1942& The number on farms 
in December 19L~3 ":as larger than a year earlier in all except seven States. 
By regions the percentage increases in numbers of layers over December 1943 
were as follows: North Atlantic, 2.9 percent; East North Central, 1.8 percent~ 
West North Central, 7.9 perc·ent; South Atlantic, 4.5 percent; South Central, 
4.3 percent; and Western, 9.2 percent. The data for the late months of 1943 
and for January 1, ·1944 are subject to revision. 

Egg !:!.£.ductipn Increasing ~ 
Than SeEl,s(;mally 

The number of eggs produced per layer in the United States apparently 
increased much more than seasonally during December 1943. The average number 
of eggs produced per bird during the month was 1 percent larger than in 
December 1942 for the Nation as a whole, 1 percent lower in the North Atlantic 
States, 2 percent 10Vier in the Southern St8,tes, 3 percent higher in the North 
Central States, and 4 percent higher in the Western States. The rate of output 
per bird has apparently increased much more than usual since mid-December, 
particularly in the North Central States where the weather has been exception
ally mild. 

Total egg production in the United States during December 1943 was 
6 percent larger than a year earlier, with apparent relatively greater 
increases shown for the second half of that month than for the first half. 
Receipts of eggs at all primary markets for which data are available increased 
sharply in late December and the first half of January, with gains for each 
week over a year earli-er ranging from 11 percent to as much' as 40 percent. 
Receipts at terminal markets also increased sharply. Civilian supplies of 
eggs this 1~inter, through the third week in January 1944, apparently were the 
largest on record for the period. 

Increases in Egg ~eceipts Followed by 
Abrupt Pri~Declines 

Ceiling prices for eggs began the seasonal decline during November 1943 
as scheduled by Office of Price Administration to adjust price levels to the 
upswing in produ~tiono During·most of November the pressure on ceiling prices 
of top-grade eggs tended to increase and actual prices of lower-quality eggs 
were below ceilings by lesser amounts than they had been in the previous 
several weeks. Beginning in the "latter part of November and continuing into 
December, market supplies of eggs increased mod-erately and actu8,1 prices of 
most grades declined slightly more rapidly than the ceiling prices. On 
December 15, prices of top-grade eggs were the only quotations at wholesale 
still at ceiling levels. Retail prices, however, were still at or close to 
ceiling levels for most grades in the lar.ger metropolitan areas. 
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In the t:lird. ~"leek of Dec~mber the voJume of eggs moving from the farm 
to wholesa.le increased sharply, proportionately more than the movement -th,rough 
retail c~rulnels. As a result, prices declined·sharply at wholesale and at 
earlier stages of distl'ibution. ,Pr~cc-s at retail were fairly well mab.tained 
until existing stocks -- which ha~ been purchased at materia.llY higher prices 
than the prevailing wholesale and jqbbing quotations -- were sold. Hence, 
there was a seasonally large accumulation of shell eggs ~t, the wholesale stage 
of distribution in late December ·~d early January, because of a shaTp increa.se 
in farm production and ~arketings. 

From December 16 to 22 wholesale prices of eggs declined 4 to 7 cents 
per dozen at Chicago. The smallest declines were in prices of better grades 
of eggs. In the remainder of December, prices at Chicago were stoa,dy, but in 
the first half of Janua.ry prices declined 2 to 3 cents more per dozen. At 
New York, prices declined 3 to 10 cents per dozen from December 16 to 22 and 
continued to ~e~cen during the rest of that month. In the first half of 
January 1:)"d cos of lower grades at li!ew York \{E)re steady, but p!'i ces of top 
grades dec~ined as much as 3 cents.per dozen. On January 21·wholesale price~ 
of eggs at Chi cago were 4 to 7-1/2 cents per dozen lower than in .mid-Decem"bel""'" 
but were about the same as· prices a year ea'rl1·er. At New York v.'holesale prices 
on January 21 ,'fere below thE; prices pf Decer,lber 15 by 5 to 15 cents per dc-zen 
and averaged. slightly 10t7er than a year earli'er. Pri ces of eggs in West Coast 
cities did not begin to Yleaken until about the beginning of January ~md have 
declined slightly less than at li!ew York. 

Egg prices, of CO'ilrse, always decline between li!ove!Ilber and late winter 
or early spring. The drop this season came early and was unusually sharp, 
reflecting the effects of mild temperatures on production. Supplies of eggs 
became large relative to current civilian consumption, before either the 1944 
egg-storing or egg-drying operations could be started. Three developments in 
late December ~nd in January c~ntributed to stabilizing egg prices at slightly 
above the equivalent wholesale support levels. These developments were: 
(1) The lOFering of reta.il priyes in line with wholesale levels, thus encourag
ing increased consumption. (2) .the purchase by the War Food Administration of 
dried egg for d.elivery in February, and (3) the purchase of shell eggs in 
Eastern markets by the wrA for price support purposes. In the second week 0 

January r~holesale prices at New York strengthened slightly, especially on 
lower grades~ 

In mid-January most Office of Price Ad.ministration regional offices 
had suspended con~unity ceilings for eggs and ordered that each retail sell
ing price be computed on the basis ,of specified mark-ups over costs as pro
vided originally in MPR 422 and 1cr>R 423. The unusually sharp and early decline 
in egg prices caused particularly diverse relationships between '7holeeale 
prices in terminal markets and prices to producers, especiallY in the North 
Central States. By mid-January, however, t:'le stabilizing effects Ylere becom
ing fairly widespread and prices received by producers apparently "rere being 
brought back in~o the normal relationships \lith terminal market prices. 

Net Withdrawals of Shell Eggs 
---Continued into-Jenuary----...... ~-----.; - . 

Underlying strength in the egg market VIas indicated by some market 
reports of a renewed demand for storage shell eggs. Net vnthdrawals of shell 
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eggs, of course, were very small in early,January. A,slight 'net into-storage 
moveme,nt of shell eggs"oceul're~ !h1: i,hE<third. week ,of January. In'1943 the 
into-stQ.rage mO\Tement-, ·o:f ;~sheIl' 'eggs also, ',began in t.he third week of January. 

;ThE;l het v~i thd~~v;al ;of; :shel1', ~~gs ~In "Pecember. \vas 'l!:luch larger thari: a year 
'earlier but somewhat b>elow.'av.e:rage>.'~ Stod~a' on. J.anu~ry 1 were' aoO'ut equal to 
. 'the' ,'i9.3.2~4i. av.er~e f.o'r ,that dat,e:."": " "' > 

'" t .\ " t.! "., .... 
. ~ -', 

In the second half of 1943 about 'J.3" million" cases' ~f storage shell 
eg~s were used in the production of dried eggs. Net.~i~~drawals in that 
ne~iod - fo;r civilian use:; 'fer':lnii'it~ry use, afld,for 9.ryin€/-~'·'tota.led 8.3 
'~Hlion:cas~~'- :In the second',6 months 'of 1942

l

net",withdl'awals of":shell eggs 
total~d 7 ~ 7 );nii~io;n cases,.' of wEich about 2.9 'miiiio,n cas-e.s were' ?-sed 'for 
dr~-ing. . ' .: ;,,; ;,', - ",c;" :.' ' '" :. ,'~. " 

, i ~ . • . ~ : S ". " 

Stocks'of ~fr.o~~~ e~~B,"d~'c{ined '{rom ~h,(rs.ea!s,~.naJ '·p.f3pk on Au~~rt: 1, 1943 
;-of the eq\li valent of 9~.4 -million- cases to' 2'. r million ~ases 'on January 1, 1944 • 

!iIn that 5--month period the equivalent of about 4.2 million cases was u~ed for 
drying. The stocks on January 1,1944 were the second largest' .. on-record for 
that date, exceeded only on January 1, 1938.' The ~hell-egg equi v~lent of all 
e~gs in storage on January 1, 1944 was 36 percent larger than a year earlier 
and the third, largest on record for that date • 

. Dried: Egg Output ,Decreas'ed in 
'," Deceiii"ber . , ' .1 

, 1n line v;i th the ,de;Li·yery schedule' 0/ 'dried ei;g to' t:t).e War Food 
;Admiflistra~ioJ?," et;g, dry:i:ng ?:perq),tions Increased con~raseasonally in' the' 
se.cond ,halr'of' 1943", 'Ou~put .. in"Decelt1ber\ tota1e~ ,21.5 million pounds, com
pared wi th 22.1 r~illiQn p01fnds in .. :·November al"ld, 13.1 million pounqs:.in December 
,1942. The p:reli'minary est.imate (jf dried 'egg pi-oduction in 1943 is 262 million 
pounds, .comp·ared VIi th 236 million pounds ~_n 1942,." <45 ~i~lion pounds in 1941~ 
and a pre-I'lar annual,a'l[e;rage of about 5·'lnfllion pottnds. Dried egg 'pro,duction 
con:b-inued- at 1EI:''re1att~\31y''high r,ate in January 1:94.4' t9 fill the balance of 
,cont1'acts made in 1,9.l+3,"and. to Htll new c0nt'r'a:cts 'm,ad~,for delivery in 
F-ebruary 1944. Through the third week of Jariuary 'the'War Food Admjnistration 
had purchased about 15 million pounds of dried whole egg for delivery in 
February 1944. ':,: ' .:i 

~-. '~' .. 
Receipts of Poultry have ~eclin~d= 

Sharply , y: 

" \ 

SalBS' 'fbi 'f~,rniers of -both.'Y~;mg ,stock and mature .¥ns~pav~ apparently 
continued a't" record' ;Levels into J:an1.l'ar.y 19411-. In the ti,rst~:3 1l1e'eks of January. 
however, weekly receipts of fowl'.att-.prilnary markets were q.'{~rag,ing about 51 
percent of ;receipts in November i94l;Jyrhil.e receipts of YQUng' ~tQck; ':Jere about 
16 percent of thE? 'November volUltle." ~At,~Midwest· primary markets, receipts of 
fowls in December 1943 averaged 14~4g-6 pounds -weekly" 'per plant, compared with 
an all-time peak ,of 22,624 pound,s In .N~ember.· > 

: -, • J : .. ,. • • 

'I' 

t ' 
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RelativeIy hea~y' culling of potential layers apparently was practiced 
in all sections of the Nation in November and December. Numbers of layers 
increased'less than a year earlier in all geographic diVisions, and in 
two regions, South Atlantic, and South Central the. increase was proportionately 
smaller than the 10-year average increase from October to December."· 

Prices of Poultry Firm at Ceilfngs' ---- ---. • 

In mid-December wholesale prices of so'me live and dressed poultry 
were barely steady at ceiling prices. Because of declining receipts after 
mid-December, however, prices of'most classifications increa~ed to ceiling 
levels. Meanwhile, an increasing proportion of live poultry receipts' at 
17e", York Oi ty were going directly to final live poultry receivers. The 
average price receive.d by farmers for chiCkens in mid-December 1943 was 
24.4 cents per pound, compared w~th 24.3' cents in November and 20.5 cents 
in December 1942. • 

Stora(2:e Stocks of P~ul t'ry Reached 
• Record High on January ! 

An into-storage movement of poultry began in June 1943 and continued 
B.t record average levels until mid-December. Stocks increased from a near. 
record low on June 1, 1943, to the largest on record for any date by 
January 1, 1944. A slight net withdrawal of poultry occurred in the second 
half of December but in early January stocks incre~sed. apparently because 
of FDO 91. FDO 91 was issued on December 29, 1943~ "freezing" storage 
stocks of chickens until about 70 million pounds "have been obtained for the 
military forces. This action has tended to strengthen the demand for fresh 
poultry, since sale of such stock is not ,restricted by the order. 

Stocks of all classes of poultry except ducks and ro.asters were 
larger than a year earlier. Larger holdings of fowl accounted for 22 
million pounds of the 38 million pound increase in January 1, 1944 stocks 
compared with a year earlier. 

OUTLOOK 

BAPKGROUND.- The purchase of eggs and'egg products for lend-.- ' 
lease account has contributed greatly to increased farm pro--
duction of chick~ns and eggs. In shell egg equivalent, pur~ 
chases of eggs and egg ~roducts in the last 3 years were as 
follows: 1941, 228 million dozens; 1942, 620 million ~ozens; 
and 1943, 724 mil.lion dozens. As percentages of total annual 
United States egg production these purchases were: 1941, 6 
percent; 1942, 14 percent; and 1943, 15 percent. In addit.ion ' 
to purchases for lend~lease, subatantial Government purchases 
were made for the Armed forces. Per capita production of 
eggs, based on civilian and military popUlation, has been 
as follows in recent years: 1935-39, 310 eggs; 1941, 345 
eggs; 1942, 394 eggs; and 1943, 435 eggs. Per capita 
(civilian) consumption in those years, respectively, was: 
300,314, 316, and 345 eggs~ 

• 
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Becoming Tight 
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Total disappearance of corn, oats, and bRrley in the last quarter 
of 1943 (first quarter of 1943-44 feeding year) amounted to 48 million 
tons compared with 43 million tons a year earlier -- an increase of 11 percent. 
The supply of feed for the year beginning October 1, 1944 was slightly 
smaller and the number of live~tock units on farms was considerably larger 
than a year earlier. It appears therefore that the rate of feeding per 
livestock unit in the first quarter of the 1943-44 year was moderately smaller 
than the record high rate maintained in 1942-43. The supply of corn, oats, 
and barley remaining on January I, 1944 was equivalent to about one-fifth 
less per grain consuming animal unit than a year earlier. Disappearance 
per animal unit in the rest of the crop year may be smaller than a year 
earlier by only 10 to 15 percent, but this would result in a rather small 
carry-over at the end of the crop year. 

The adjustment of ceiling prices for corn, and the set-aside and ~ 
allocation pro&,rem for high-protein feeds, seem to h""ve im-;Jroveo. the 
geogrF'ph'~ca~ eli st:::-i"trl.ltion of available sup~lids. But the n&ti onal feed 
supply si t1..1,atiun :1. S 'i:,i.g!'.t and may become tr~:.\: '\.i :,r.te:..~ in comLlg months. 
Of course, total !'6(ll.li:"omer.ts for cor..centraJ';6s ~lill decre,ase seasonally l,rhen 
past'lres become a'liaila".:lle. Mo! eove:..~. indic&tio~1.s point to a 16 percent 
decline from 1943 in the 19~,4 sprbg pig crop. 

Th3 average prj,c6 'Paid bl fa!'m~rs for laying mash in mid-December 
was $3 .51;, peJ.~ 100 po'cm-il:l, "ill iri.creasc.' vi' 20 perc.:ent over a yea,r earlier. 
Prices :,,~ec:-:" v0(l 'by faTi1e;~S f?! eggs, ho~,,:wer, 1,,,ere also considerably higher 
than a year earJ.:'er', so the 8gg1"q.i..:-.g mash price ratio 1"as less fr-worRble 
than in Decem'ber 1.942 'by only 6 percent. 

The demand for baby chicks for immediate delivery 1.reakened steadily 
from mid,-Octo-oer to the end of December, and thi s resulted in a contra
seasonal decline in November FInd December. In Dec emb'3r • 21.6 million chicks 
were hatcheci compl'lred ,,,i th 29.3 millions in December last year -- a decrease 
of 26 percent _ 'rhe number of eggs set during December ',ras 27 percent 
smaller than a year earlier. Producti on of beby chicks during the year 
1943 totaled 1,427 million Chicks, an increase of 19 percent over the 
previous record of 1,200 millions produced during Fl42. 

The less fl'lvorable relAtionship bet10Jeen feed prices and chicken 
prices Rnd uncertainties concerning feed !'lUP'lJlies hElve been lr'rgely 
res'Ponsi ble for the reduction in demrmd. for baby chicks in recent months. 
In the l;:)te fall and e?,rly ,,,inter t commercially hatched baby chicks are 
used urimarily to produce commercial broilers. The reduction in the 
December chick O:.ltput in most broiler areps is in line 1,ri th l'educ i;ions 
needed if the 1944 output is to be held to the suggested goal lsvels. 
Broilers produced from chicks hatched in Oc tober, November, m:1 :U,:,c6mber 1943 
1"ill be inclu1ed in the 1944 dp~t?, of broilers produced. In these ,;)onths 
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th~ total United State;s. output was 10 percent smaller than a "le,ar. ea~li:~r. 
The October-December output in 1943, as percentages of 1942 pro-duction' in the 
fourth quarter were as follows, bY' r"egi'ons: New England, 79 percent;. " 
Middle Atlantic, 92 percent; Ea,st Nor,th Central,· 80 ·per.cen·t; w~'st North 
Central, 84: .. p~rcent; South Atlaiiti'c,·.).05 percent; South Ceritra~~j6peI'cent; 
Mountain, 9~,.percent; and Pacific, 85 per~n~. ." . :' .. 

• r ' • O! • '" • 

Less Favorable Egg-Feed ~rice Relationship 
in Prospect ~ Coming Hatching Season 

" .
.' 

.:::: .;. 

Since early <Pac-amber,' prices' of mos~ ingred7ient'so'f'mixed,/eeds have 
been under ceq .. i;ngs... However, because of the customary lagbet1:'leen, ,changes 
in prices of ingredients and changes in average'prices paid by.far!Q.;i:rs for' 
the final product,·average prices paid by poul, trymen for poultry mash' may· 
increase sligh~:)..Yfro:m1n~d"':December levels. In't'he main"hatchinet' season 
this coming sprip.g, pric~s ··of laying mash probably-will'be betw'e.~~:l.?ancl 15 

. perceIit higher,t.han.-th.ey!were in the spring of 194}. Reheat if'~gi prices: 
should be. about: the: same'as a 'y¢ar ea.r1ier. as now' appears' likely, . tl:le, <egg;-:: 
feed prJ.Ce~~t,ip. woUld ·be:16-{.j~r· }l,laP,:the. record h1ghl'at'io: a ·~ea:T" .. earli~rl>Y 
the s~~' p!;lreen~age'as;.th.e 1nc:te~l?e" .in.fe~d prices,' bil·t some~'hat 'above the 
10-yeat.)lvera,ge ·,for that ·peri6d~' 'Uilcertainties arising from .th,E? . Hght',:feed' 
supply 'situation, together with less favorabl~ pr~ce,'relationships,"r1p . 
tend to bring about a moderate reduction iIi the demand for baby chick'S from 
the unprecedented demand that existed through most of 1943,:-- ,both fo.l' flock 
replacement purposes and for com!l1ercial broilers .. '. In the m.afn patching 
months. for flock replabement·~: o:f course,'. the demand :p1'obably w,il\.:P~' ·as. 
strong as a year earlier.. In: con"~r~st,the 1943 hatching'seAs6~' ejCtend~d.:· 
ove~ a.l0nger-than-usual"peri'od bec.ause at: a continued strong deman,d., .'. 

'"'1 . . , :-: r:.": .~, ~ ' .. ;1,'" • . ". -

Chicken Slaughterto;oe About' as 
Large .'!:! in 1943 -" .j ,-, -. " 

.' '", ~ -". ":.. ." 

Th~ .!,,~\ill~ed commereial"'hatchery output in the closing'manths'of' 
1943 sU6g~f1l'~" that marketings of comme rcial. brC!ilers and: f:ryei~" in"thenext 
few months wUl be smaller . than a year 'earlier. :althoughprebablyaboutas 
large as in ;:ecent months~ ,': Farm marketings of :f'o}'ll, culled f,rom laying' 
flocks ~ p'ro bablY will be ti:rger than a ye ar earlier in' much' of 1944, '. with 
the gre~t.est, ga~·ns. over 194JUkely at the close 9f ,the sprin-g pe~iod of . 
flush"egg p;roQ..uc:tion. The degree of culling in the last 4 months of 1944 
will .befPfluenc~d primarily by the outcome of this year's feed·'c'f.:6ps, 
since: the.car·ry-aver of feeds into 1944-45 will·be smaller th~n in most 
recent years ... For 1944 as' a ';fhoJ,e~however, it is likely that increased 
marketings of .fow1 will about offset decreased marketings of young ,chickens" 
and tota1.s1au&hter of chicken \oii1\~ about equal the record of apprO"ximate1y , 
3.800 milli6~ .. pound.s dressed weigh't e'stab1ished in 1943. 

I . " . , • 

Wi.th increased requirements for chicken by the mill tary', supplies, ," 
for civi1!ians'w111 be sma:l1er, and on a per capita basis may be'a~out 7 . "':' 
percenf below the all~time record supplies in 1943. Supplies'idr ch:icken fo'F 

, civilians \-rill be 9-t a seasona11y::lowlevel in 1{heperiod February through 
April, thEm \-Till in.creas~ seasonally .'to .. tlleannua1 peak in the 'last quarter 

;;; -.. - . :~ . . . 
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of the year •. Demand for chicken i\1"1944 ·will. be fully as' strong as iri: 1943 
if not stronger,. . In I the first 6. ,months. of 1943. demand exceeded ',supply at ~ 
ceiling price~ by a sizabl~ ·~g~n., 

Turkey Production May Increase . 

Primarily because of limited' suppUe's of hatching eggs. production 
of turkeys has been fairly stable during the war period. According to 
some in~ications, the relat.ively high prices for eggs and poults in 1943 
have encouraged fanpers to keep" more breeder hens for 1944 egg produc t ion. 
Even though the fee'd supply and price sitUation is less favorable than 
las·t. spr'ing~ farmers may raise m'ore' turkeys in 1944 than'they raised in 1943. 
The slaughter supply of turkey' for' this' year, however, has been tentatively 
estimated at the same level as the~prelimini:iry estimateIor 1943, which is 
480 million pounds, dressed weight •. Thee'stimate for' 19'44- carl' be mo_'r~ _ _. 
firmly established ,when dataon'numbe'~. of breeder hezisonhanli January 1. 1944 
and farmers' intentions to raise turkey:s, become available in February • . . . ~ 

Efag Production LikE%.ly 'to Reach 'l'Jew 
Recqrd in 1944 . ,-'--, 

" , 

The over-all demand for eggs in 1944 'is likely to be stronger than 
it wa~ in19~3. Civilian con~umer incomes are larger and reqtiirements for. 
the military, for lend-lease' and other war uses are greater than tbetotal 
actual purchases for war uses in 1943. These considerations indi'c~te 
that farmers prOQab1y will be able to 'sell somewhat -larger quantities of 
eggs in'1944 than they sold in 1943 at approximately the same average prices. 

A record number of potential layers is now on' farm's~. ' La;y:ing flocks 
are made up of a record large proportion of pullets. many of wh~ch are of 
improv~d quality compared with past years. The average monthly rate of 
production per. layer in tne United St~tes probably'will continue close to 
the level of,1943, and tot~l .. egg.p:r:oduction in tl}e first half of 1944 . 
probably will be somewhat la,r'ger t!1an in the c'drresponding period of 1943-
In the second half.,of 1944, pI.'oduction may fall ~'be1ow the record o.,utput 
in July-December: 191:1-3. The vqiume of productiolf"in tho second 6 months bf 
1944, of course~ will be greatly influ~nced by the outcome ofthefeed'~ 
crops~ At the ,present time it appears likely that ,1944 'pgg urod:u.oti'orl in the 
United States will be larger than 194, production by from 2 to 4 pe~c~nt. 
In terms of dozens the estimate has beeri tentatively placed at 5,100 mii1:ions 
yompared with 4,949 million dozens in 19~)t an increas¥:,of 3.1 percent. 

~li til the indicated level of production, an'd' deduct1.ons for antici~ 
pated war reqUirements, the per cap~ta supply of eggs in 1944 would be 349 
eggs compa.red with the preliminary estimate of 345 in 1943, an increase of 
1 percent. Hen·rever. since eggs are proe.uced in many sect ion's, and there 
are no res,trictions on the. auan ti ties civilians may use, the per capita 
consumption may increase more t'han indica,ted above. 

• 

, 



, 
)' 

PES- 85 - 13 -

Tentative indications for 19411 of production and ~er ca.pi ta con
sumption of eggs, chicken, and turkey are shown in the following table 
together with comparable data for recent years;'l 

Production and per capita consumption e,f., ,chicken. turkey and eggs, 
United States, 1935-39 average, annual 1941-43, 

tentative indications for 1944 

-:-- Production ___ -..... -..... -:-Per capita consumption t( 
:1935-39: 1942= 1943: 1944:1935-39: 1942: 1943: 19 
: average: : 2/: 2/ :average: : 2/:--2L-

Item 

Mi1~ Mil. Mil. Mil. 
1b., lb. lb. Lb. Lb~ Lbo Lb. 

Chickens, slaughter, dressed 
.~ight 

Farm and commercial broilers 2.130 2,767 3.517 3.503 
It onfarm chickens •••••••••••• : -2:25 223 283 29_7 ______ --.::---::-

Total •• 4 •••••••••••••••• e: 2,325 2,990 3.800 3,800 18.0 21.8 28~6~ 

Turkeys, slaughter, dressed 
we igh t ....................... I) : 

· · 

---------~-------

350 497 480 480 

- --------: Mil.' Nil. Mil. Mil. 
doz~ doz. doz. doz. Eggs 

Eggs 
~rm •••••••••••••••••••••••• : 3,032 4.025 4,499 4,636 

Nonfarm •••••••••.• ~ .•••.••.• :_ 333 403 450 464 
Total •••.••••..••.••••••• : 3,335 4,428 4,949 5,10~00 

· 

1-17 Figures for war years apply ~o civilians population-~---'-
2/ Prelimina,ry, pl"obably ,,,ill be revised in March 1944. 
}/ Tentative indications. 
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