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Because of large reserve stocks of feed concentrates and ceilings on prices of many feed
items, feed prices increased less than prices for chickens and eggs from 1940 well into (943.
This was in sharp contrast to movements in these prices during World War 1. In the last several
months, however , owing to increasing numbers of livestock and declining feed reserves, feed prices
have increased steadily. Poultry product-feed price relationships are likely to average less
favorable to farmers in 944 than they did in 1943.



STATISTICAL SUMMARY

NOVEMBER AVERAGE 1942 1943 PCT OF
ITEM UNIT YEAR
PERIOD | AVERAGE | NOVEMBER | DECEMBER | NOVEMBER | DECEMBER | EARLIER
layers on farms, Bumber .. . . .{Million 1982-41 825.7 378.8 410.3 402.4 +31.8 106
Net disappearance + + + + «|Index no. 11932-41 100.0 97 .4 98.7 §6.1 99.8 101
Number of eggs laid per hen « « « o+|Number 1932-41 5.72 6.86 7.40 6.78 7.49 101
Total farm productiog of eggs .« i{Mil. doz. {1982-41 155.6 216.8 253.2 225.6 269.3 106
Stocks, eggs, U. S.: ..
Shell . v « ¢ ¢ « o s 4« « o 4 & o «}1,000 case (1933-42 598 1, 17¢ 273 1,780 667 244
Frozek . . + + o » « « « » o o « +{1,000 case {1933-42 | 1,921 3,869 2,212 4,597 2,712 128
Total W e s e e e 4 4 s s e e e +|1.000 case |1933-42 ;2,513 4,5%¢ 5, 483 8,377 3,379 136
Apparent egg disappearance,civilian: !
Storage shell eggs . . . . . . . .|Mil. doxr. |1982-41 1.9 32.9 12 1.6 i5.8 98
Frozen eggs e s W4 e s« . o|Mil. dox. [1932-41 12.2 21.4 19,7 25.1 15.6 79
Total shell egg equ1va]ent v o+ W|Mil. doz 1982-41 220.2 256.1 274.3 | 2711 288.2 105
Dried egg production . o e . s IMil b, - - 19.5 i3.1 2z.1 21.5 164
Commercial hatchery operazzone
Eggs set . . . . 4 . 4 o o« . . JMiltlion -= -- 41.2 47.1 6.3 34.5 73
Chicks hatched v e e e e e e s Mitiion - - 25 .4 29.3 23.% 1.6 74
Receipts:
Poultry, drelsed, four markets .\ Mil. Ib. 1982-41 67.7 78.5 64.5 66.9 59.4 92
Poultry, live, Chicago v« 2 e« s sfCar 1937 -41 418 424 361 515 342 95
Poultry, live, New York v s e . o|Car 1937-41 772 T44 1 863 872 112
Poultry, live, Midwest, per plamt .|1,000 Ib. |1932-41 21.70 86.04 21.68 48,55 25.26 117
Fowl (hems}, live, Midwest, per plant!{ 1,000 Ib. |1982-41 10.65 16.71 12.07 22.62 14.49 120
Young stock, live, Midwest, per plant|7,000 Ib. }1932-41 10.79 18.90 9.28 28.44 10.32 111 g
Stocks, poultry: ? '
Broilers s e e e e e e e e e e s Wi Mil Ib. 1933-42 4.4 10.5 9.2 13.6 14.2 154
Fryers oo .. Mir. . |1933-42 14.7 17.3 15.8 20.2 20.7 131‘
Roasters e e e e e e .o« oI MEiI. b, 1988-42 35.1 45.0 £3.6 38.8 42.0 96
Fowls (heams) e v e e e e WIMEiLL Ib. 1933~-42 28.7 50.5 45.3 60.6 68.4 148
Turkeys s e s e s s e 4 s s o+ . o|Mil. Ib. 1983-42 81.2 26.9 36.6 24.8 368.6 103
Ducks P . . o MiL. 1B, 1483-42 §.3 5.9 3.4 3.2 2.4 71
Miscellaneous and unclassxf1ed . o Mil. Ib. 1983-42 24.5 87.0 34.0 36.7 41.5 122
_Total poultry . . « « « + « .« .« . o[Mil. Ib. 1983-42 151.9 193.3 187.9 197.8 225.8 120
Prices received by farmers:
Eggs, per dozex . . . . . . . . . .|Cent 1932-41 27.1 38.9 89.7 47.1 44.9 113
Bggs, parity price per dozen . . .|Cent 1932-41 36.5 47.0 41.2 49.5 44.0 107
Eggs, percentage of parity . . . .|Percent 1982-41 74 83 96 95 102
Chickens, per ponnd « + s a4« « ofCent 1932-41 12.9 19.6 20.5 24.3 24.4- 119
Chickens, parity price per pound ., .|{Cent 198241 14.7 17.7 17.8 19.0 19.2 108
Chickens, percentage of parity . o+ Percent 1932-41 87 111 115 128 127
Turkeys, per pound e+« ¢ « o« +|Cent 198741 17.8 27.0 29.7 32.7 33.8 112
Turkeys, parity price per pound . .|Cent 1937-41 18.9 22.3 22.5 © 24,0 24.2 108
Turkeys, percentage of parity . . .[|Percent 1987-41 94 121 182 186 138
A1l farm commodities {1910-14 = 100}| Index no. |1932-41 102 169 178 192 197 111
Chickens and eggs (1910-14 = 100). .| Index no. [1932-41 122 138 183 217 210 116
Wholesale prices, Chicago:
Eggs, standards, per dozesn .+ J|Cent 1932-41 25.9 40.0 40.0 44.2 40.7 102
Live heavy hems, per pound .+ ol Cent 1987-41 17.3 21.8 23.6 22,5 23.8 100
Live broilers, per pound . . .| Cent 1987-41 18.9 28.0 27.7 26.2 26.9 97
Live roasters, light, per pound « «|Cent 1987-41 18.8 26.5 28.0 26.2 26.9 96
Live roasters, heavy, per pound . .| Cent 1937-41 18.1 23.5 26.5 26.2 26.9 102
Wholesale prices, New York:
Dressed broilers, 25-30 pounds per °
dozen, per pound . . + + o+ o+ Cent 1932-41 22.6 80.0 33.5 37.6 37.5 112
Dressed roasters, 48-54 pounds per
dozen, per pound « v e s 4 o« o Cent 1932-41 20.9 30.9 34.0 37.5 87.5 110
Dressed fowls, 48-54 pounds per
dozen, per pound . . . . . . . «|Cent 1932-41 19.5 29.8 30.8 38.5 338.5 109
Cash farm income:
Total marketings . e e e« o« o Mil. dol. {1937-41 787 1,764 1,517 2,012 - 114 -
Poultry and eggs e e e s s o siMil. dol. [1987-41 88 179 171 281 -~ 129
Price ratios:
Chicago, broiler-~feed s v o o o LD, feed [1987-41 15.3 16.6 14.9 12.1 12.1 81
Chicago, light roaster-feed « + oI Lb. feed |1987-41 14.9 15.7 15.1 12.1 12.1 80
Farm, egg-feed e e e e .{1b. feed |1982-41 26.2 24.2 28.6 22.0 20.1 86
Farm, chicken-feed . . . . . . N Lb. feed [1982-41 12,0 12.2 12.1 11.4 10.9 90
Farm, turkey-feed i v e s s o o J|Lb. feed [1987-41 16.7 16.8 17.6 16.8 14.9 85
Farm, egg-laying mash . . . « « JiLb. feed - - 13.8 18.5 18.5 12.7 94
layieg mash, cost per cwt. « « + « «Dollar - - 2.92 2.9 8.50 8.54 120
Peed cost per cwt.,, farm pouliry ration|Dollar 1932-41 1.17 1.61 1.69 2.14 2.2J 132
Wholesale food prices (1935-39 = 100)| Index no. [1982-41 95.6 180.8 181.9 138.8 138.5 101
Retail food prices (1935-89 = 100) . .| Index no. |1982-41 97 .4 181.1 182.7 137.3 137.1 103
Prices paid by farmers includimg in-
terest and taxes (1910-14 = 100) . .} Index no. |1982-41 129 155 156 167 168 108
Retail prices {BLS):
Roasters, dressed, per pound « s .iCen* 193241 28.6 £2.7 438.1 44.90 44.7 104
Eggs, strictly fresh, per dozen . .{Cent 1982-41 40.5 59.0 59.8 67.4 63.9 108
Nonagricultueral employees' compensation
(1985-39 = 1000 . . . . . . « . . .| Index no. |1982-41 104.9 212.1 217.9 250.9 -- 118

1See December 1943 Poultry and Egg Situation for definition of, and method of computing, “net disappearance.”
2End of month. Frozen eggs converted to case equivalent.

3Car equivalent of receipts by freight, truck, and express.

4Fresh firsts December 1932-41 average, November, December 1942; standsrds, 43 pounds, November, December 1943.
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Summary..

The prospective demand for eggs for both civilian and war purposes
in 1944 is stronger tham the demand that prevailed during 1943, Hence, °
farmers probably will be able to sell increased quantities of eggs this. year
at approximately the same average prices as they received in 19H3. Lurrently
higher prices for feed will result this coming spring in an egg-feed price
ratio lower than the record ratio of a year earlier but somewhat above average
for the spring of the year.,” With larger laying flocks consisting of a record
high proportion of pullets and stock of improved laying qualities generally,
egg production in the first half of 1944 probably will be somewhat larger
than in the corresponding period last year: Depending largely upon the
volume of harvest of this year's feed crops, egg production in the second
half of 1944 may decline more than seasonally. Total egg production in 19ul
is likely to be larger than a year earlier by from 2 to Y4 percent and per
cépita civilian egg consumption is very likely to reach a new record high
levél. o

The greater than usual increase in egg marketings in Decemﬁey reflected
the effects on production of the generally mil@ weather. Egg prices, as a
result, declined more sharply and earlierx%han qual. The decline came sbout
3 weeks earlier this season than last and was only moderately larger than the
drop in the first half of January 19”3.' 01 January 21, 1944 the average of
wholesale prices was considerably below ce&iings but was.nearly equal to
prices ;f a year earlier despite continued much larger marketings.

The demand for baby chicks for commercial broilers has fallen off
considerably in the past 3 months, reflecting the less favorable broiler-feed

price relationships The number of chickens raised for flock replacement in
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1944, like the number of broilers, probably will he smaller than last yeer.

-

Marketings of fpﬁd wjiiﬂhe,heévleIJNhQWemer* and the total.suéply.of chicken
is likely to be about the same as the slaughter in 1943 «= 3,800 million
pounds, dressed weight. Some indications point to an increased supply of
turkey}hatching eggs for 1944, The slaughter of turkey in 194U is tentatively
egtimated.at 4go million pounds, the same as the preliminary estimate for.
1943, I

 Prices of practically all poultry items have been firm at cellings

for the past month. . Current marketings of chickens and fowl have declined
sharply from the seasonal peak in November 1943, but are running larger than ‘
a year ago. Stoyage stocks of poultry reached an all-time peak on-Jamuary 1,
194&. Sales of storage poultry have been restricted since the end of December,
in order to help_the~Armed forces procure 70 million pounds of frozen poﬁltry.
== January 21, 194k .
T - RECENT DEVELOPMENTS. T i

Number of Layers has Passed
Seasonal Peak

Marketings of mature hens were unusually heavy during the fourth
quarter of 1942, The preliminary estimate of the number of female birds -
1 year old or older on farms January 1, 1944 is 151 million head, or 1l per-
cent less than the record number a year earlier. From QOctober 1 to
‘December 31, 1943, the number of old hens decreased 33 percent, compared with
a decrease of 18 percent in the corresponding months of 1942 and the 1l0-year
average decrease of 20 percent. The number of pullets raised in 1943 was the
largest on record., The number of potential layers on farms January 1, 1944 -~
hens and pullets of layirng age plus pullets not of laying age -- has been
tentatively estimated at 508 million head, L percent larger than the previous
record reached on Januwary 1, 1943, All of the above data pertaining to
January 1, 1944, of course, are preliminary. These preliminary estimates are
based on reports from crop correspondentse The final estimates will ve deter-
mined on the basis of more complete data obtained in the year-end survey made
through Rural Mail Carriers and will be published in mid-February. Based on
the experience of the past few years the final estimate mcy be slightly larger
than the 4 percent increase indicated on Januery 1 by crop correspondentse
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The percentsage increase in numbers of layers from November to December
19#3 as from October to November,7Was much smaller than in the corresponding
period of 19h2, though above the 1932AM1 average for that period. During
December the average number of layers on farms in the United States, at Lz
million head, was 5 percent larger than in December 1942, The number on farms
in December 1943 was larger than a year éarlier in all except seven States.
By regions the percentage increases in numbers of layers over December 19&3
were as follows: North Atlantic, 2.9 percent; East North Central, 1.8 percent;
West North Central, 7.9 percent; South Atlantic, 4.5 percent; South Central,
H.} percent; and Western, 9.2 percent. The data for the late months of 19ﬂ3
and for January 1, 19Mh are subject to revision. :

Ege Production Increasing lore
Than Seasonally

. The number of eggs produced per layer in the United States apparently
increased much more than seasonally during December 19&3. The average number
of eggs produced per bird during the montih was 1 percent larger than in
December 1942 for the Nation as a whole, 1 percent lower in the North Atlantic
States, 2 vercent lower in the Southern States, 3 percent higher in the North
Central States, and 4 percent higher in the Western States. The rate of output
per bird has apparently increased much more than usual since mid~December,
particularly in the North Central States where the weather has been exception-
ally mild.

Total egg production in the United States during December 1943 was
: . 6 percent larger than a year earlier, with spparent relatively greater
increases shown for the second half of that month than for the first half,
Receipts of eggs at all primary markets for which data are available increased
sharply in late December and the first half of January, with gains for each
week over a year earlier ranging from 1l percent to as much'as 40 vercent.
Receipts at terminal markets also increased sharply. Civilian supplies of
eggs this winter, through the third wéek in January 194U, apparently were the
largest on record for the period.

Increases in Egg Receipts Followed by
Abrupt Pricé Declines

Ceiling prices for eggs began the seasonal decline during November 1943
as scheduled by Office of Price Administration to adjust price levels to the
upswing in production. During most of November the pressure on ceiling prices
of top-grade eggs tended to increase and actual prices of lower—-quality eggs
were below ceilings by lesser amounts than they had been in the previous
several weeks. Beginning in the "latter part of November and continuing into
December, market supplies of eggs increased moderately and actusl prices of
most grades declined slightly more rapidly than the ceiling prices. On
December 15, prices of top—grade eggs were the only quotations at wholesale
still at ceiling levels. Retail prices, however, were still at or close to
ceiling levels for most grades in the larger metropolitan areas.
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In the tuird week of December the volume of eggs moving from the farm
to wholesale increased shsarply, proportionately more than the movement through
retail channels. As a result, prices declined sharply at wholesale and at
earlier stages of distribution., Pricecs at retail were fairly well maintained
until existing stocks ~- which had been purchased at materially higher prices
than the prevalling wholesale and Jjobbing quotations -~— were sold. Hence,
there was a seasonally large accumulation of shell eggs at. the wholesale stage
of distribution in late December snd early January, because of a sharp incresse
in farm production and marketings. ‘

From December 16 to 22 wholesale prices of eggs declined 4 to 7 cents
per dozen at Chicago. The smallest declines were in prices of better grades
of eggs. In the remainder of December, prices at Chicago were stcady, but in
the first half of Jsnuary prices declined 2 to 3 cents more per dozen. At
Y¥ew York, prices declined 3 to 10 cents per dozen from December 16 to 22 and
continued to wealcen during the rest of that month. In the first half of
January pricés of lower grades at New York were steady, but prices of top
grades declined as much as 3 cents.per dozen., On January 2l wholesale price!l'
of eggs at Chicago were 4 to 7-1/2 cents per dozen lower than in mid-Decembe
but were about the same as-prices a ysar earlier., At New York vholesale prices
on January 21 were below the prices of December 15 by 5 to 15 cents per dczen
and averaged slightly lower than a year earlier: Prices of eggs in West Coast
cities d4id not begin to weaken until about the beginning of January and have
declined slightly less than at New York.

Zgg prices, of course, always decline between November and late winter
or early spring. The drop this season came early and was unusually sharp,
reflecting the effects of mild temperatures on production. Supplies of eggs
became large relative to current civilian consumption, before either the 194Y
egg-storing or egg~drying operations could be started. Three developments in
late December and in January contributed to stabilizing egg prices at slightly
above the equivalent wholesale support levels. These developments were:

(1) The lovering of retail prices in line with wholesale levels, thus encourag-
ing increased consumption, () the purchase by the War Food Administration of
dried egg for delivery in February, and (3) the purchase of shell eggs in
Eastern markets by the WFA for price support purposes., In the second week of
January wholesale prices at New York strengthened slightly, especially on
lower grades. -

In mid-January mest O0ffice of Price Administration regional offices
had suspended community ceilings for eggs and ordered that each retail sell-
ing price be computed on the basis of specified mark-ups over costs as pro-
vided originally in MPR 422 and MPR 423, The unusually sharp and early decline
in egg prices caused particularly diverse relationships between vholecale
prices 1A terminal markets and prices to producers, especially in the North
Central States. By mid~January, however, the stabilizing effects were becom-
ing fairly widespread and prices received by producers apparently were being
brought back into the normal relationships with terminal market prices.

Net Withdrawals of Shell ZEggs
Continued into January

Underlying strength in the egg market was indicated by some market
reports of a renewed demand for storage shell eggs. Net withdrawals of shell
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‘%he 1932-ul.average for that date,”

PES-85 =T RS

eggs, of course, were very small in early January. A, slight net @nto—storage
movement of shell ezgs dceurréd’ fn the third week of January. In 1943 the
into-storage mOVement\of‘sheIl eggs also began in the third week of January.

The het w1thdrazal :0ft shells eggs 1n'Deﬂember was much larger than a year

-earlier’ but somewhat below: average. Stocks on January 1 were about equal to

In the second half of 1943 about 3 3 mllllon cases’ of storage shell

eggs were used in the production of dried eggs. Net withdrawals in that
period —-= for civilian use; for: mllltary use, and for dyying == totaled 8.3

‘“mllixon casés. :In the secondb ménths of l9h2 net withdrawals of thell eggs

- dr"lng. T e TTES -

totaled T7 mllllon cases, ‘of Whlch about 2 9 mllllon cases were used for

4
toe

¢ ' B -

Stocks' of frozen eggs decllned from the seasonal pﬁak on Aug&st 1, 1943
:of the equivalent of 9.4 million- cases to 2.7 million cases on January 1, 194,

- :iIn that S-month period the equivalent of about 4,2 nillion cases wes used for

drying. The stocks on January 1, 1944 were the second largest” on- record for
that date, exceeded only on January 1, 1938. The shell-egg équivalent of all
ecgs in storage on January 1, 1944 was 36 percent larger than a year earlier
and the third largest on record for that Jdate, -

PR

- Dried Bgg Output Deqreased in

December A : ' " e ,
"In line with the dellvery shhedule of ‘dried egg to the Var Food

Admlhlstration, etg drylng operatlons 1n"reased contraseasonally in the’
second -half” of’ l9h3. Output .in.Decémber totaled 21.5 million pounds, com=
pared with 22.1 mlllloq pounds in Novémber and 13 1 million pounds.in December
1942; The preliminary estimate of dried egg production in 1943 is 262 million
pounds, compared with 236 million pounds in 19@2,rh5 million pounds in 19h1,
and a pre-var annual .average of about %~ million poqnds. Dried egg production
continued- at & relaulvely high rate in January‘19uu to fill the btalance of
contracts made in lﬂuj, and, to £ill new contracts ‘made, for delivery in
Eebruary 1944, Through the third week of Jamuary the War Food Administration
had purchssed about 15 million pounds of dried whole egg for delivery in

Tebruary 19i4, WL
Receipts of Poultry have Declined: ‘ C p@jf
bharpry T R -

Sales-by férmers of Dboth: ynnng -stock and mature hens,have apparently
continued a2t record levels into January 1944, In the flrst 3 weeks of January,
however, weekly reﬂelpts of fowl agiprimary markets were amerag;ng about 51
percent of ‘Feceipts in November 19¥3,7whlie receipts of young skock vere about
16 percent of the'Novemher volume. .AbiMidwest primary markets, receipts of
fowls in Decemb&r 1943 averaged 14;U86 pounds weekly, per plant, compared with

an all-time peaK of 22,62l pounds ln-HGvember.
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Relatively Heavy’culling of potential layers apparently was practiced

in all sections of the Natlon in November and December. Numbers of layers

increased less than a year earlier in all geographic divisions, and in

two regions, South Atlantic, and South Central the increase was proportionately

smaller than the 1l0-year average increase from October to December.,~

Prices of Poultry Firm at Ceilings' .

In mid~December wholesald prices of some live and dressed pdultry
were barely steady at ceiling prices. Because of declining receipts after
mid-December, however, prices of most classifications increased to ceiling
levels. Meanwhile, an increasing proportion of live pouliry receipts at
Few York City were going directly to final live poultry receivers. The
average price received by farmers for chitkens in mid-December 1943 was
244 cents per pound, compared with ok, 3 cents in November and 20.5 cents
in December 19h2,

Storage Stocks of Pc;ultl'.'ry Reached ' _ .
+ Record High on January 1

An into-storage movement of poultry began in June 1943 and continued
at record average levels until mid-December. Stocks increased from a near.
record low on June 1, 1943, to the largest on record for any date by
January 1, 1944, A slight net withdrawal of poultry occurred in the second
half of December but in early January stocks increased, apparently because
of DO 91. FDO 91 was issued on December 29, 19&3, "freezing" storage
stocks of chickens until about 70 million pounds have béen obtained for the
military forces. This action has tended to strengthen the demand for fresh
poultry, since sale of such stock is not restricted by the order,

Stocks of all classes of poultry except ducks and roasters were
larger than a year earlier. Larger holdings of fowl accounted for 22
million pounds of the 38 million pound increase in January 1, 19HU4 stocks
compared with a year earlier,

OUTLOOK

RBACKGROUND,~ The purchase of eggs and egg products for lend- -
lease account has contributed greatly to increased farm pro- -
duction of chickens and eggs. In shell egg equivalent, pur-
chases of eggs and egg products in the last 3 years were as
follows: 1941, 228 million dozens; l9h2 620 million dozens;
and 19h3, 724 million dozens. As percentages of total annual
United States egg production these purchases were: 1941, 6
percent; 1942, 14 percent; and 1943, 15 percent. In addition
to purchases for lend-lease, substantial Government purchases
were made for the Armed forces. Per capita production of
eggs, based on civilian and military population, has been

as follows in recent years: 32 -39, 310 eges; 1941, 345
eggs; 1942, 39U eggs; and 1943, L35 eggs. Per capita
(civilian) consumption in those years, respectively, was:

300, 314, 316, and 345 eges.
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National Feed Supply Situation
Becoming Tight

Total disappearance of corn, oats, and barley in the last guarter
of 1943 (first quarter of 1943-44 feeding year) emounted to 48 million
tons compared with M} million tons a year earlier -- an increase of 1l percent,
The supply of feed for the year beginning October 1, 1944 was slightly
smaller and the number of livestock units on farms was considerably larger
than a year earlier. It appears therefore that the rate of feeding per
livestock unit in the first quarter of the 1943-Ul4 year wag moderately smaller
than the record high rate maintained in 1942-43, The supply of corn, oats,
and barley remaining on January 1, 1944 was equivalent to about one-fifth
less per grain consuming animal unit than a year earlier. Disappearance
per animal unit in the rest of the crop year may be smaller than a year
earlier by only 10 to 15 percent, but this would result in a rather small
carry-over at the end of the crop year.

The adjustment of ceiling prices for corn, and the set-aside and .
allocation program for high-protein feeds, seem to heove improved the N
geographical distribvution of available supplics. 3But the national feed
supply situvation is tignt and may become siiil iignbter in comiug months.

Of course, total reguircments for concentrales will decrease seasonally when
pastures become available. Moreover, indications point to a 16 percent
decline from 1943 in the 19kl spriang pig crop.

The average price paid by farmers for laying mash in mid-December
was $3.54 per 100 pounls, an jucrease of 20 percent over a year earlier.
Prices recsived by farners for eggs, howaver, were also considerably higher
than a year eariler, so the egg laving mash price ratio was less favorable
than in December 1942 by only 6 percent. '

{

Hatchery Production Declined
Further ia Leceyber

The demend for baby chicks for immediate delivery weakened steadily ‘l’
from mid-October to the end of December, and this resulted in a contra-
seasonal decline in November and December. In Decembsr, 21.6 million chicks
were hatched compared with 29.3 millions in December last year -- a decreasse
of 26 percent. The number of eggs set during December was 27 percent
smaller than a year easrlier. DProduction of baby chicks during the year
1943 totaled 1,427 million chicks, an increase of 19 percent over the
previous record of 1,200 millions produced during 1942,

The less favorable relationship between feed prices and chicken
prices and uncertninties concerning feed supplies have been largely
responsible for the reduction in demand for baby chicks in receni months.

In the late fall and early winter, commercially hatched baby chicks are

used nrimarily to produce commercial broilers. The reduction in the
December chick output in most broiler arers is in line with reductions
needed if the 1944 output is to be held to the suggested goal l=vsls.
Broilers produced from chicks hatched in October, November, and Dacember 1943
will be included in the 1944 date of broilers produced. In these wonths
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the total United States output was 10 percent smaller than a year earlier.
The October-December output in 1943 as ‘percentages of 1942 productlbﬁ'ln the
fourth quarter were as follows, by regions: New England, 79 percent

Middle Atlantic, 92 percent; Fast North Central, 80 percent; Wegt North
Central, 84 percent; South Atlaiitic, 105 percent; South Central 86 percent'

Mountain, 96 _percent; and Pacific, 85 percent.,

Less Favorable Egg~Feed Prlce Relationship
in Prospect for Gomlng Hatching Season

Since early December, prlces of most ingredlents of mixed feeds have
been under celllngs, However, because of the customarv lag between“changes
the final product,. average prlces paid by poultrymen for poultry mash may
increase slightly from mld—December levels. In 'the mein’ hatchlng season .
this coming spring, prlces .0f laying mash probably will ‘be between 12 and 15
-percent higher ‘than: they»were in the spring of 1943, Hence. if_egg prices
should be about: the: same as a year earller, as now: appears llkely, the sge=-
feed price ratlo would be’loler than the record high ratio a year, earlier by
the same percentage‘as’ the incfease in feed prices, but somewhat above the
10-year average .for 'that: periods " ‘Uhcertainties arising from. the .tight. feed "~
supply ‘situation, together with less favorable price. relatlonshlps, will
tend to bring about a moderate reduction in the demand for baby chicks from
the unprecedented demand that existed through most of 1943 —- both for flock
replacement purposes and for commercial broilers.. In the main’ hatching
months for flock replaCement, of course, .the demand pwobably will be as:
strong as a year earlier: TIn’contrast, the 1943 hatching” seasén extended
over a 1onger—than—usual per1od because of a contlnued strong demand.. CELE
Chicken Slaughter . to be About as
Large as in 945 IR DU

The reduced commercial” hatchery output in the cloalng months of B
1943 suggesﬁs that marketings ‘of commercial . broilers and- fryers in the. ‘next - .
few months w111 be smaller -thHan a year earller -although prébably ‘about as
large as in recent months.« Farm marketings of fowl, culled from laylng .
flocks,; probably will be lédrger than a year earlier in:much: "ot 194k, with
the greatest gains over l9h3 ikely at the close of the spring perlod of .
flush egg production. The degree of culling in the last U4 months of l9hh
will be 1n£luenced primarily by the outcome of this year's feed“cfbps,
since thé carry-over of feeds into 194H-L5 will .be smaller than in most
recent yéars. .For 1944 as a whole, however, it is likely that: increased
marketings of fowl will about 6ffset decreased marketings of Foung chickens,..
.and total . elaughter of chicken W111 about equal the record of approximately

3,800 mllllon pounds dressed weight established in 19U3,

With increased requirements for chicken by the mllltary,Asupplles
for 01v111ans will be smaller, and on a per capita basis may be about 7 . ;o
percent below the all-time record supplies in 1943, Supplies’cf chlcken for
. civilians will bde gt a seasonally’ 1ow level in the period February through
April, then will increass seasonally to the annual peak in the last quarter
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of the year._ Demand for chlcken in 194h w111 be fully as" strong as in” 19&3 —
if not stronger. .In'the first 6 .moénths of 19h3, demand exceeded supply at ¢
ceiling prices by a sizable margin,.

Turkey Production May Increase ° i

Primarily because of limited-supplies of hatching eggs, production
of turkeys has been fairly stable during the war period. According to
some indications, the relatively high prices for eggs and poults in 1943
have encouraged farmers to keep more breeder hens for 19Ul egg production.
Even though the feed supply and price s1tuat10n is less favorable than
last spring, farmers may raise more turkeys in 194l than-they raised in 1943,
The slaughter supply of turkey for this year, however, has been tentatively
estimated at the same level as the’ prellmlnary estimate for 19U3, which is

480 million pounds, dressed weight.  The estimate for" 19hhacan be more . P
firmly established when data on number of breeder hens oh hand Jamuary 1, 19&&
and farmers‘ intentions to raise turkeys, becc>me available 1n February. .

Egg Production Likely to Reach New
Record 1n 19Eh

‘The over-all demand for egegs in 19MM is llkely to be stronger than
it was in 1943. Civilian consumer incomes are larger and requireménts for
the military, for lend-leas€ and other war uses are greater than the total
actual purchases for war uses in 19“3 These considerations indicate
that farmers probably will be able to 'sell somewhat ‘larger quantltles of
eggs in 19hh than they sold in 1943 at approximately the same average prices.

A record number of potential layers is now on farms, Laying flocks
are made up of a record large proportion of pullets, many of which are of
improved quality compared with past years. The average monthly rate of
production per layer in the United States probably will continue ‘close to
the level of 1943, and total ege .production in the first half of l9hh
probably will be somewhat larger than in the correspondlng pericd of 19&3.

In the second half.of 19&&, productlon may fall’ below the record omtput =
in July-December - 19h3. The volume of producticr‘in the second 6 months of
19Uk, of course, will be greatly influenced by the outcome of the feed”
crops, At the present time it appears likely that 19uu egg vrodustion in the
United States will be larger than 1943 production by from 2 to U percent.

In terms of dozens the estimate has been tentatively placed at 5,100 millions
compared with.},949 million dozens in 19&3, an 1ncrease of 3.1 percent.

With the 1ndicated level of production, and’ deductions for antlcla
pated war requirements, the per capita supply of eggs in 1944 would be 3U9 -
eggs compsred with the preliminary estimate of 3U5 in 1943, an increase of
1 percent. However, since eggs are produced in many sections; and there
are no restrictions on the cuantities civilian$ may use, the per capita
consumrtlon may increase more t“an 1nd1cated above.
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Tentative indications for 19U!' of production and per capita con-
sumption of eggs, chicken, and turkey are shown in the following table
together with comparable data for recent years:"

Production and per capita consumption of .chicken, turkey and eggs,
United States, 1935-39 average, annual 1941-43,
tentative indications for 19Ul

, : Production tPer capita consumption 1/
. Item 11935-39: 1942° 1943: 1944:1935-39: 9&2’ 1943 19Lk
1average: : 2/ + 3/ :average: 2/ :+ 3/

+ Mil, Mil. Mil., Mil,
1b, 1b. 1b. 1b. Lb. Lb. Ib. Lb.

p
Chickens, slaughter, dressed
veight
Farm and commercial broilers : 2,130 2,767 3,517 3,503
Yonfarm chickens eeeevescrenes 195 22% 283 297
TOLAL vaveseonenseraensast 2,325 2,990 3,800 3,800 180 21.8 28.F 26.0

“a #0 e ow

Turkeys, slaughter, dressed :
Weight 4 EP 00 TS B PO N CE St s

350 497 480  Lgo 2.66 3,75 3.45 3,07

Mil, rMile Mil.e Mil,
doz. doz. doz. dozZ. Ezgs Eges Eggs Eges

e oe we es oo

Eggs :
FATM sevesecanescsnsscasnancsd 3,032 U, 005 4,499 U 636
NONTATIM eeoessnesnrransececant 333 403 LUs0 LBk
TOtAL sevcenesesvanvaesnans 3,335 W, 428 4, ,QUG 57300 300 316 345 349

1/ Figures for war years apply to civilians population,
2/ Preliminary, probably will be revised in March 19Uk,
1, Tentative indications.
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