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Reflecting the less favorable egg-feed price relationship of recent months, farmers indi­
cated as of February I that they intend to purchase 17 percent fewer baby ch icks th is year than 
they purchased in 19~3. The turkey-feed price relationship was less favorable than a year ear­
lier during the 1~~3 season, but farmers have indicated that they intend to start 2 percent more 
poults in 19~~ than they started last season. In 1~3 the demand for poults at prevai ling pr ices 
greatly exceeded the supply. 



STATISTICAL SUMMARY 

AVERAGE 1942 1943 1944 PCT. Of." 
YEAR 

I'T E II UNIT PERI(J) DECEllBElit JANUARY DECEIIBER JANUARY DECEIOBER JANUARY EARLIER 

Layer on farms, number 
Net disappearance 1 

~umber of eggs laid per ben 
Total farm productioi of eggs 

Ni LHon 
Index no. 
Ju,sber 
Nil.. doe. 

1938-42 
1933-42 
1938-42 
1938-42 

888.1 
99.9 
6.05 

169.6 
Stocks, eggs, U. S.: 

Shell •• 
Frozen •• • 
Total • • • 

1,000 case 1938-4g 598 
1,000 case 1933-42 1.921 
1,000 case 1983-42 2.519 

Apparent egg disappearance, civilian: 
Storage shell eggs •• 
Frozen eggs • • • 
Total shell egg equivalent 

Dried egg production ••••• 
Commercial hatchery operations: 

Eggs set •• • 
Chicks hatched. 

NiL doe. 
NiL doe. 
NiL doe. 
Ni L Lb. 

NHBon 
Ni l /.ion 

Receipts: 
Poultry, dressed, fOllr markets • Ni L lb. 
Poultry, live, Chicago • NiL /.b. 
Poultry, liTe, New York.. NH. /.b. 
Ponltry, live, Midwest, per plant 1,000 Lb. 
Fowl (hens), live. Midwest, per piant 1,000 /.b. 
Young stock, liTe, Mid_st, per plant I 1,000 Lb. 

Stock~l you1try: 2 
Broilers • Nt. L /.b. 
Fryers • Ni L /.b. 
Roasters • • • • Ni /.. Lb. 
Fowls (heul • • Ni /.. U. 
Turkeys • • NH. Lb. 
Ducks •• • • • NH. /.b. 
Miscellaaeou and UIIclassifieci NH. /.b. 
Tout poultry •• • •• Nt. /.. lb. 

Prices received by farmers: 
Eggs, per dozen ••.• 
Eggs, parity price per dozen 
Eggs, percentage of parity 
Chickens, per pound. • 
Chickens, parity price per ponnd 
Chickens, percentage of parit.y 
Turkeys, per pound.. • 
Turkeys, parity price per pound 

Cent 
Cent 
l'ercSflt 
Cent 
Cellt 

• Percent 
• Cent 

All farm camlodities \1910-U = 100) 
Chickens and eggs (1910-U = 100). 

Ce," 
I1Id.ex M. 
I1Id.ex no. 

Wholesale prices, Ch icago: 
Eggs, standards, per dozen' 
Live heavy hens, per pound 
Live broilers, per pound 
Live roasters, light, per pound 
Live roasters, heavy, per pound 

Wholesale prices, New York: 
Dressed broilers, 25-80 pOllnds per 

dozen, per pound • 
Dressed roasters, 48-54 pOllnds per 

dozen, per pound • 
Dressed fowls, 48-54 pounds per 

dozen, per pound • • 
Cash farm incane: 

Total marketings 
Poultry and eggs 

Pr ice r a.t ios: 
Chicago, broiler-feed •• 
Chicago, light roaster-feed 
Farm, egg-feed 
Farm, chicken·-feed 
Farm, turkey-feed ., 
Farm, egg-laying mash •• • 

Cent 
Cent 
Cent 
Cent 
Cent 

Cent 

• Cent 

Cent 

Ni/.. ,doL 
Ni L dol. 

Laying mash, cost per cwt. ••••• 

Lb. feed 
Lb. feed 
Lb. feed 
Lb. feed 
Lb. feed 
Lb. tetLd 
Do Bar 
Dollar 
11Id.ex no. 
Index no. 

1988-~2 
1988-42 
1933-42 

1931,.42 
1988-U 
1938-42 
1938-42 
1933-42 
1933-42 

198'8-42 
1933-42 
1933-42 
1"8~: 
1938-~~ 1".1 
11188 .... 2 
1983-4: 

1981-'2 
1988-42 
1911-42 
1981-4~ 
1988-42 
1938-42 
1988-U 
1938-42 
198a-.~ 
1988-U 

1988-U 
1938-42 
1988-42 
1938-42 
1938-42 

1938-U 

1938-42 

11988-42 

1988-42 
1938-42 
1933-42 
1938-42 
1937 -42 

1933-(2 
1933-U 
1933-42 

Feed costpercwt., farm poultry ration 
Wholesale food prices (1935-39 = 100) 
Retail food prices (1935-39 = 100) 
Prices paid by farmers including in-

terest and taxes (1910-14 = 100) Index no. 11988-42 
Retail prices (BLS); 

Roasters, dressed, per poulld 
Eggs, strictly fresb, per dozen 

Nonagricultural employee.' compensa-
t ion (1935-39 = 1001 • 

Cent 
Cent 

Index no. 

1933-42 
1933-42 

1933-42 

46 •• 
5.e 

12.1 
21.61 
H.OS 
H.M 

U.4 
14.1 
15.1 
16.7 
81.2 
5.8 

8'.5 
IIi!. 9 

28.3 
37.1 
16 
14.0 
15.1 
t2 
ZO.l 
19.5 

114 
118 

1'1.0 
!'f. 8 
t,J.6 
19.2 
18.9 

23.9 

22.8 

20.9 

912 
101 

14.1 
13.9 
22.6 
11.2 
16.0 

1. 29 
101.4 
102. , 

132 

30.7 
42.2 

120.0 

332.8 
99.' 
1.32 

203.6 

193 
1.556 
1,749 

11.8 
10.9 

238.1 

U.3 
3.9 
9.4 
9.90 
7.22 
2.94 

12.8 
13.0 
82.2 
11.1 
1i.8 

8.8 
22.5 

144.3 

21.0 
28.5 
77 
18.4 
14.7 
81 
1'1.2 
18·.9 

10, 
101 

U.S 
18.6 
18.0 
18.6 
.0.1 

22.8 

28.1 

U.O 

71S 
6S 

14.1 
14.7 
20.2 
12.1 
13.3 

1. 21 
95.8 
97.6 

128 

29.1 
36.4 

102.1 

H1.8 
98.7 
7.42 

2U.2 

273 
2.212 
2.485 

16.1 
19.7 

274.8 
18.1 

47.1 
29.3 

64.5 
Ii. 1 

12.4 
21. 68 
a.01 
9.26 

9.a 
15.8 
'u.s .... 
I6.S 
1.4 

14.0 
J8'f.9 

89.7 
41.2 
96 
20.5 
17.8 

116 
29.7 
12.5 

ITT 
186 

40.0 
23.5 
'I.f .7 
28.0 
26.5 

83.5 

84.0 

30.8 

1,499 
171 

14.9 
15.1 
28.5 
12.1 
17.6 
13.5 
ll.l!b 
1. 69 

131. 9 
132.7 

156 

48.1 
59.8 

217.9 

428.7 
98.6 

8.97 
316.7 

214 
1,694 
1,808 

1.8 
U.4 

8..03.8 
12.0 

12S.1 
5Ii.8 

25.6 
2.0 
S.!! 
1.91 
5.'12 
1.68 

'1.8 
10.2 
29.6 
80.6 
.-!.7 
.. 1 
~.6 

MS.t 

89.0 
12.1 

lin 
22.1 
17.9 

lZS 
29.2 
U.& 

181 
186 

8$.8 
26.0 
27.0 
31.5 
38.5 

13.5 

38.0 

82.5 

I,ZU 
185 

13.9 
16.2 
21.4 
12. i 
IS.\) 
1200 
8.06 
}.82 

lSS.v I 133.0 

157 

4'- 4 
59.0 

218.4 

486.'1 
99.3 
7.49 

271. 9 

675 
2,'12'1 
3,402 

16.6 
15.1 

290.4 
!l.5 

14.5 
21.6 

59.4 
4.7 

14.0 
26.26 
14.49 
10.82 

14.2 
20.7 
41.0 
68.7 
86.S 

2.4 
41.5 

216.2 

44.9 
44 •• 

101 
24.4 
19.8 

·126 
31.8 
U.II 

196 
212 

40.7 
23.6 
26.9 
26.9 
2&:9 

3'1.5 

87.5 

33.1i 

1,697 
226 

12.1 
12.1 
2{Ll 
10.9 
14.9 
12.7 
3.54 
2.28 

133.6 
137.1 

169 

44.7 
63.9 

256.0 

445.1 
99.' 

9.97 
869.7 

Ul 
2,178 i 
2,939 

o 
() 

816.2 
21.6 

115.3 
H.9 

2~:: II 
10.0 
15.63 
11.61 
3.64 

14.7 
20.6 
41.7 
69.6 
48.3 
2.1 

42.8 
239.8 

14.6 
114.5 

100 
28.9 
19.3 

134 
82.4 
24.1 

!!I6 
177 

14.9 
24.0 
27.5 
27.5 
27'.5 

81.1i 

87.5 

83.5 

lZ.1 

12.1 I 
15.3 I 10.6 
14.3 
9.7 
3. 581 2.26 

132.6 I 

136.1 I 
169 

44.9 I 
64.3 

105 
101 
111 
117 

S60 
137 
153 

() 

o 
104 
180 

~o 
[lO 

107 
170 
11Z 
195 
203 
1117 

201 
202 
HI 
227 
128 
100 
174 
169 

89 
107 

lOS 
108 

III 
HIS 
108 

95 

91 
92 

:>-102 
8'1' 
82 

112 

9S 

lca 

111l 
182 

87 
76 
71 
88 
39 
Hi 
lii 
lZ~1 
10Q 
102 

lC3 

10 ! 
92 

1l.1 

lSee December 1943 Poultry and Egg Situation for def init ion of, and method of computing. "net disappearance." 

2End of month. Fro%en eggs converted to case,equivalent. 

aFresh firsts December and January 193.3-42 average. Deceai>er,. 194~ and January 1943; standards, 44 pounds, Deceo:ber 
1943, January 1944. 

• 
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----------~~~~~-----~---~-~~~---------------------
T!iE, POULTRY AND EGG SITUATION 
----~--~~--~-~-----~-~~--~~-----.---~--------~----

Less fHvorable ;poul try ~roduct-feed price relationshi-ps now -preV'Piling, 

compared ~ith a year ~gOf haV'e,tesulted in a demand for both baby chicks and 

'turkey po~lts somewhat below the unprecedented, de~~nd of last year. As of 

February 1 fA.rmers'iridioat'ed that they intend to purchase 17 percent fe,,,er 

baby chicks for flock-replacement purposes in 1944 than they nurchased in 1943. 

This information on farmers' intentions was compiled just after on~ of the 

• sharpest declines in egg pricea on record. Final plans for numbers of chicks 

to be started will be made by"ffl,rlners in' the mAin ~,atching month!? MArch 

• 

,0 

through May,. At that time, pri'ce relationships .m,ay' FlpT;lear more f;worable to 

'fprmers than they did in'late Jp~u~ry. On the bASis of A.V'er~ge relA.tionships 

in past years, a· reduction' of 5,'U ,10 pSl"cent in the number of chickens rai~ed 

would be expected becA.use of prospectiV'~;less f?vorp-ble price. r~lationsh1ps, 

Primarily because' of the weaker d,emand for c.h~ck;,s from ,90mmerciel 

broiler ~roducerst the outpu~ of chicks 'QY hatcheries in ~anuarJ was 20 
, . t 

percent below a year el'lrl1er. In the .4 -month,S ended Januf.\ry 3.1. th,e output 

of chicks by commercial hatcheries, -- mostly for 1844 broiler production --. ' . 

~,ras 14 ~ercent below the hA.tch of a ,year et;-1.rlier. '. _ .. , 

The demand for turkey poults, though not A.S strong as at the 

beginning of the 1943 season. i's such that if farmers' February \' intentions 

are carried out. 2 pere~nt more turkey,poult~:will, be raised i~ 1944 than ... -'. ~, 

in 1943. With g percent more turkey breeder hens 'on'~arms th~ potential 
" -

"t supply 'of poul h should be ample to e.chieve a 2 p~~c~~t; incr~Fl.Se in 
\. . . ! .~ .: ,; \~. 

turkeys ra.i,,ged.. 1 
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WeFlther so,fe.r'this winter-hEl-s been cOlrduci'V"e' to u:il1fsuAlly high .,. 
. " 

r?tes of egg produetion'per layer.' In the North Cehtral'Stptes. rAtes of 

production prevailed on February 1 which are not usually r8Ached until 

MFlrch 1. The average number of eggs lAid per bird during January was 11 

percent higher than a year e,arlier. With the 'record number of iayers on farms, 

17 percent more eggs' were produced than during January 194}: Althouth more 

'eggs were used for noncivilian purposes in January than i~' January la.st year, 

ci vilian consumption apparently was considerabry lflrger t'han in ~January 1943. 

Some retail egg prices in mid-February were a little higher than a year 

earlier despite increased movement of eggs'tnto cYvtlian ch~els, indicatin~ 

a record strong demand for eggs for this season of the year. 

SUiPplies of eggs' at prevailing prices have accumulated at some marke'ts 

during the last several weeks largely because 'Production' has been IItimed" 

wi th the wp,ather 1~hile most seasonal uses -- storing; drying, and hatching ~-

are 1Itimed l' '.rith the calendar. From late December 1943 to February'lg, 1'144 

the War Food AdministratiQn purchased 233,534 cases of shell eggs for 'Pric~-

support purposes. Egg production will increase less·than ~easonally from the 

relatively high level of January and· e'~ly February to the annual seasonal 

peak in April, .while civilian demand m~ strengthen further as a result of 

seasonally r8duced m~at supplies. 

'REOENT DEVELOpr>1ENTS 

Number of Ohickens at All-~ime 
Record ~ JanuarY'l--- ----

--'February 21, 1944 

Marketings of both young and mature chickens were unusually heavy 
during the closing months of 1943. But because a record large number of 
chickens was raised last year the total number st~11 on farms January 1 
was the hig-hest ever recorded -- totaling 572 million head compared ',ri th 541 
million a year earlier. The number of ~otential layers on farms at the 

• 
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beginning of. 1944 totale~ 515 million head, an increase of 6.0 percent over 
the number a year ,eAr-lier. By regi-ons, the numb&l'~' of potential layers 
",ere: North Atlantic, 61 ,137,000; East North CAntral, 99,730,000: West 
North Oentrel, 152, 9~9Q, 000; South Atlantic, 48,·521,000; South. Central, 
10g,5l5,000; and Western, 43,138,000 he~d. 

Al though actual sales of fewls ~liere the heaviest on record through 
·mid-February, in proporti.on to, the prevailing high number on farms, the 
culling rAte l'l.ppears to ;hl'l.ve been belo1." the 10-year average rAte so fFlr 
this year, but considerably above that of a year earlier. During the month of 
J8nu~ry the number of layers on farms in the United States was 5.0 percent 
lFlrger than in January,'1943-.· By regions, the increases over a year earlier 
in the JanuFlry number of layers were as fOllows: Nor-th Atlantic, 4.3 percent; 
East North Central, 4.6 percent; West North Central, 5.8 percent; South ' 
Atlantic, 5.7 percent; South Central. 5.9 percent; and Western, 1.5 percent. . , . 

In all parts of the Nl'l.tion except in the Gulf States January average 
~N'eather ~"'as characterized by above"':normal temperatures and below-average 
precipitation. In the second half of January, weekly temperatures in the 
North Central St~tes averaged as much as 19 0 F. above normal. These 
conditions were conducive to rapid increases in the ave~age rate of lay per 

, bird. In the North Central States layers attained a rate of lay on 
February 1 not usuaily reached untIl March 1. 

During ~anuarYt la,e~s on farms in the United States produced an 
average of 10 eggs per bird, 11 percent more than in t4e corresponding 
month last year. By regions the number of eggs laid per bird in January 
as percentages of a year ~arlier were as follows: Nor~h Atl~tic, 106 
percent; East North Centra!. 113 percent; West North Centrql, 125 percent; 
South Atlantic. 98 percent~ South Central, 99 percent;~and ~est 108 percenF. 

E'gg production on f~irms in the Uni ted States du~ing January totaled 
12.3 mil110~ cases (369.7 million dozens). or 17 perce*t more than the 
nrevious record output for that month established in 1943. In the 

.. first half of Febru8ry, receipts of eggs at primarY,markets were continUing 
larger than a year "earlier by more than 20 percent, indicating a continued 
record large output of eggs op.~farms. :6y the end of January receipts of 
eggs at primary and terminal markets were at levels not reached last year 
until M~rch 1 or later. 

The increase in egg supplies relative to demand at prevailing 
prices during Ja~uAry was most noticeable in eastern terminal markets. 
These are normally large consuming markets ~ow~riwhich supplies from 
the Midwest usul'l.lly move. In .JamJ.ary ~~iS .Year ~uch-gr"lflter-than-usual 
quantities of eggs crone from nearby.pl'od\+6i'ng areas where January pro­
duction ~"'as 11 percent Ip,rger than ~ .year earlier.. Receipts of eggs at 
specified m8rkets during January. by.reg~o~ of origin, are spown in 
table 1. . '." 

In the 7 weeks ended February 19 the lvar Food Administration 
purchased 233.534 Cases of shell eggs for price-support purposes. Of this 
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quan ti ty i-9iJ ,'33 6 'b'asa s ·were ;Purchased ·in the no.r:thes;st,· are a • '~he: :rlemeini ng 
purchases: -\.rer.e-' 1,471 cas~s in the South unde~ ':the' small-lot p.'ll.rc;h.a13e . 
progrAm' and '}2. 727' '<::~ses tn-'the Midwest. ' ~Mas.9'.gin the ncn"theast by 
~I"de' ,,,,ere as follows'=- .139,705 cases Grade 'A'U\I·ge·,. 40, 7.48 n-ases.-Gr~de A 
medium, 6,819 cases Grade B large, 4.264.cases:~ade B medium~ .and.7,800 
C8ses of procurement grades. 

" I f ~ ... 

T~b1e 1.- Receipts of :Shel'l eggs during Januar,y:· at "'specified mArkets 
. 'iby':re-gion of origin, 1941-4411 '. . 

" . }}eogrAphic 
'. '. "di.vi ~ion =--. ~ .. , . ~ 

: • ;' '<~' 

-. Nevi York - .: . Boston· 
-19"""41 tl9If2'7 1943 :--=1-:::-9T:"144 

Cases 'Cas~s' l Cases' Cases 
";;";"';~ .... --' : ' 1~ 1942: 1"9~f71'944 

'C'as~s Cases Cas~s :'. CASQS' 
to .. . '. f .... 

No'rth At1~~tic .•• :190,342 )197;;6l5'247,'3'13 288,603' '6S;J4J· 83,\693 .·..,.6.82T·· 97,442 
East North CentrAl: 83,483 51,796 93,995 69,262 9,135 4,936 5,848 2.388 

. West; North: C'ehtral :195,7'78 '130,4;8 i94,746 245,229 "':'26'; 5113' 10,'034 :16,595 13.760 
South -Atiantic ..• : 8 t 1:U5 ': 6~626' .6 • .38~ ~ "'S,529 ;, .... ::! '0: 0 ' 0 ·0 
SouthC·~~~ra1·.~ ..• : 446 2,3"0~" 1:996: ."'0" ',440' ':'120 . 0 1,78. 
'~estern ~: ...• : ... : 30,728 34 ,609 '.' 600 - '0': ';": .' 0 0 ·"0 : 0 
!>1iScellarleous ...• :' 151' ~_ "!" 142 ',;''1 151 ,.; ; .. 25 5 '. ': 25' ~ 

Total U. S: ... !509.046 423,~5,180'611,774 10ij~521' 98.7g8 '99;295 lI5,~ 
: .: .... '. ; . '. ~ '". :~ ; .',: . ~. ~ '. :~ ~ r ' .. 

: PhiI;deIphia : San Franci;COl'lnd Los-A':'"""n-g-e'les-
:~:; ... "::.,'~' "':'i~1""'Tl942: 1943 : 1944 '",:.'. 19'ijJJ{"~1942:'{ 1943 : 19~ 

. t 'Cases Cases Cases Cases': Ci\ses Cases' Cases' Cases 
'. ' ',- ~ \. ; . -. -,,--

North Atll"'ntlc ..• ; 41.360' 37:59:4 30,Og8 ',46,.367 "- 0 .- 0 0 10 
E~~t i~orth Central: '29,862 15.002:, '21,192 'i6.,781"' 936 0 17,045 0 

"West North CentrAt-: '29,590 29,092 36.{)1l '27.260· "21,446 "0-' 87.358 39,180 
South,Atlantic .•• : 7,075 6,826 ~,360 10,733 0 0 0 0 
South'dentral .•.• : 422 23i "-0' 0 2,670 '36'< 19.135 1,110 
Western·' .••••••••• : ": 680 1,754 ." 0 0 177,349 193.172:152.733 203,877 
Miscellaneous •.•.• ': 69 '~ . 7 L----"-"" -'. , s .. ~', " . 

'Tot~ ....... to ~109·~6~~ .,,~9·'~95,568 10l,14~,40; 193~2~S::21~;27"""1-~2"T"'44""',~67. 

1/ Data from Office of Distribution, War Food AWninist'i-ahon'~ '~.",~ -- . ' 

~ Prices Declined Further 
.!.!! Past Month 

'.' 

A~compailying· the' 'further large' increas'es'" in receipts' 'bf egg's: in late 
Janu?ry and early' Februa:ry~ egg prices' d:a"elined 'somewhat f,urther.' The 
declines,' hot.jever'; were' not shared eq'\l.ailt~bY~ft1l" grl'l.des of' egg'S~ Who1e~ale 

. pri.ces· of bet~~"t'- gr~.des at New York, which'declined the least . from mid­
December to' eiu'1y Jphuflry, declined 3 to 7 c'entsl per dozen frOnt:inia-JanuFlry 
to mid-February.' a greA.ter decline than for oth'e·tl gr8des. Wholesele prices 
of most lo'"er grpdes at New York '"ere fa.irly steady in the month endea 
FebruarY.,15 and prices for some grades increased slight)..y. Wh91esale 
price~~ of. eggs at Chicago in mid-Februpry were 1 to ~." c~nts' per dozen 
lower" than in mid-January but the aver~ge of'all gr~des'was about·equp.l 
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to the average in mid-Febru~ry 1943. Wholesale prices of larg~ eggs 
st S~n Francisco were steady<in the month ended February 15, but prices 
of smAller eggs declined somewhat further. Prices of all eggs at that 
market d8clined sharply in t·he first' half of Janua.ry. 

Retail prices of eggs at New York Cny declined about 3 cents 
per dozen from mid-January. to mid-February and on February 15 prices at 
retail llTere from 5 to 15 percent below prevailing ceilings. but 
slightly higher than the retail prices of a year" ep'rlier. By mid-January 
most Office of Price Administr~tion regional offices had suspended 
communi ty ceilings for eggs and ordered that ea.ch retail selling price 
be computed on the oasis of specified mark-up over costs, as provided 
originally in MPR 422 and MPR 423. 

~-Feed Price Ratio .!;! January­
Below Average 

The .average price received by f~rmers for eggs in mid.J~nu~ry 
'''AS 34.6 cents per, dozen compl'lred with 44.9 cents in December 1943 
and 39.0 cents in January 1943. The egg-feed price ratio in January 1944 
was 29 percent lower than in January last year and considerably below 
the 1933-42 Jpnuary average, but slightly above the average for the 
spring months • 

W~r Food Administration Announced • 
Further Price Supports 

On Jpnuary 25. 1944, the '¥.FA announced further details of plans for 
carrying out the shell-egg price-s~pport program which was extended on 
Jnnuary 26, 1944, through December 31. 1944. It is planned to specify 
p8riodic;::.~ly. for all 'poreas of the ·Uhi ted States carlot support prices 
for designated Uni·ted States grades and si zes of eggs which will reflect 
the AnnoUnced average support prices to producers. The carlot prices pre to 
be supported-priml'lrily through the purchase of dried eggs, pnd to the extent 
necesspry. by the 'Purchase of shell eggs at announced prices. With the 
announcement of JanUAry 25 there l~ere releRsed specific prices £or designated 
grades Rnd sizes for 64 markets,' :Rpplicable through March 4, 1944. 

Subject to Congressional authorization, the War Food Administrp-tion 
announced on January 26, 1944, that it will support prices to producer's 
for eggs at 90 percent of~he pArity price. but in no event less than a 
United St~tes averAge price ~eceived by farmers of 30 cents per doze~ 
in the spring and eArly summer, :md an annual A.verage United States f-arm 
price of-34 cents per ~ozen. Likewise for turkeys and chickens (excluding 
broilers and chickens weighing less than 3 pounds live weight) it was 
pnnounced that prices to nroducers ',rould be supported at 90 percent of 
the parity prices but in no event less- than specified prices which will 
be announced a~ a later date together with methods to be employed in 
supporting such prices. 

~ Storage Movement of 'Shell ~ in 
JRnupry for First Time On Record 

Net withdrRwRls of shell eggs from storage begau in July 1943 and 
continued through the second week of January 1944. A moderate net 
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into-storage movement began in the third week in Jpnu~ry. the same week 
of the yeR-r as the 1943 into-stor'age movement began. During Janmtr.y this year 
stor~ge ~tocks of .s4~l~ eggs in the Un~ted States increRsed a net amount 
of 86,000 CRses. ,·Th.;fs WR-S the first' 'ttine'on recO';d .thR-t for January: R-S a 
whole, R- net into-~torage movement of ~nell eggs ha~ occurred. The ehange I 
in holdings of shell,eggs duri~~ JanuRry apparently was due p-lmost,entirely 
to changes in privat'e1y owned stocks; 'the quantity reported held 'Qy the wtA 
decreased 2,000 ca.s~s_~~ri~~ ~he m~nth. Total holdings of shell eggs in the 
Uni ted StFltes on Febru~!y: 1, . though at a seasonally lo,:,,->·ley~lt were more 
than 54J. 000 cpses l!U',g~r: than a year-~fl,I'1ier -- about J-l!?· times as grea.t. 

. .. " ':f ,i .. ... 

Stor~ge stocks: p:r.- fr~ze~ eg;g'S'~eg;M to sh<?w n~-~. in~.!~~;~es,"n the 
first '"eek of Febr~.8:;rY • .' or about 3 wE!lek-S"earlier than, ,i~ .194,3~ .... yP to 
mid-February, ho''''~v:~t: .. ··,~he net into-storage ~Q,vemen.t .. ~t 35 ~ar.1r~:~,~ averaged 
the shell egg equivalent of less thp..n lO,OO(»,..cas:e-s '''eekly.+. l>uifrig the month 
of J anupry storege stocks of frozen sggs were 'r:e-duced th~' :.e.<iui:v;al¢:~t; ,,of 548. Ou 
Cases. On February 1, holdings of frozen eggs in the United States ·t'otAlad 
2.2 million cases. shell egg equi velent~ compared wi th 1.6 (!l).il~ion c~~es 
a ye/'lr e8rli er. The February 1 holdings 1.rere the l~rgest, qn ;-r~,90rd for 
that date,except f~~ t~;.Tl938 stocks of 2.5 million cases."""'::' " • 

The shell egg equivalent of shell and frozen eggs 1..ras reduced 
463.000 c~ses during JRn~ary. For producing dried egg during January, drring 
p1?nts used the equiv~leht 01 602,000 Cases of frozen egg, 254,000 cases pf 
storage shell eggs, 'in 8d.dition to 1,274,000 cases of fresh shell eggs. On 
Februpry 1 storage stocks of eggs tot~led 2.9 million cases comp~red with 
1,.8 :nillion cP,ses on Febru;'ry 1 last yeFtr. 

Dried Egg Output Unchanged in Janu?ry 

~- The War Food Administr?tion Announced on December 30, 1943. the 
'resumption of dried egg purchases for the 1944 season. The mFtximum purch~se 
prices thFtt have been announced so fR,I' this ye?r -- through M~rch -- h~ve 
been the same as those of a ye~r eRrlier. To date this yep-r, however. the 
mFlxim1l.Tll prices to be paid hRve been announced;,from time to time rRther 
~hpn, for the entire season. Purchases hAve b.e-en.mPl.de on the offer FInd 

, ~cceptance 'oR-sis at -prices not exceeding the ann.q~ced mro::imum levels. • 
Thr.ough 'the third '"eek of Febru?ry the WFtr Food"J).dlnini strAtion hpd nurchased 
a ~otR1 of 32 million pounds of dried egg on the 19~4 ~rogram -- 26.5 
million pounds for deli very in February R-nd 5.1 milli.9,n :pounds for Ml'lrch. 

Production of dried egg in the United states duri,ng J't;>nupry totple.d 
21.6 million pounds compR-red with 21.5.mi1lion pounds in Decemb~r 1943 And 
12.0 milli'On nounds in JR-nuA.r~ 194)~ .. ' ., 

Poultry Marketings Larger than a Yepr 
Earlier but Declining SeasonRlly 
- " 

.. ~ .... ': 

.~'.. ,~ .. ~ ., 

.... r . 

Marketings of poultry. as indicpted by receipts of poultry /'It , 

midwest primary mFtrkets, increRsed contrR-~eA.sonFtlly during the first hplf 
of January. and then declined seasonRlly through the first hl".lf of Febru?ry., 
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Reported receipts at the mid,,,est plants, however. 1,rere continuing much 
'grepter than previous records for corl;'el';ponding periods. In the se'cond hRlf 
of Janm"ry receipts of fowl at midwest m'::lrkets 1t1ere about 145 percent larger 
thpn a Y8ar earlier; in the first'half of ·Feb~uary the perce~tage increase 
over a year previous was about 40 percent.' 

Receipts of fre~hly dres~ed and frozen ,poultry at principal 
m~rkets in the first 6 weeks of·this,year were 9 percent larger than a year 
et'lrlier. These data, of course~ 'are n9t' necessarily indicative of the 
rate of total civilian consumption compared with a year earlier, since they 
include shipments for the armed forces and intermarket movements of frozen 
poultry. Nevertheless for the Nation ~as. a ·"hole, it appears t,hat the increase 
in marketings of poultry in J~~ary 1944 compared '~ith a year earlier about 
off~et the effects of the restriction. order covering stor,age' poul tryon 
civilian. supplies • 

• 
Prices of Poultry Continue Firm 

Wholesale prices of most live and dressed poultry rose to' c'eiling 
levels in late December, following a period of seasonally heavy ~arketings 
during 1t1hich prices for sev~ral classifications were a little below 
ceilings. Since late December quotations for most items have been at 
ceiling levels. In the last several weeks demand for freshly dressed 
birds at ceiling levels has gre~tly exceeded available supplies. 

The average price received by farmers for chickens in mid-January 
was 23.9 cents per pound compared with 24.4 in mid-December 1943 and 22.1 
cents in January 1943. 

Storage Stocks of Poultry Increased 
Contra-Seaso~lly During 
January 

Primarily because of the storage program for the armed forces and 
FDO 91 restricting the sale to civilians of storage poultry, there was a 
net increa.se of 14 million pounds in storage stocks pf poultry during 
January. The increase in hOldings, of course, 1"as made possible by continued 
heavy farm sale~of poultry. In every year from 1931 through 1943 stocks 
of poultry declined during January. From 1917 through 1930, however, 
stocks had increased during January in all but 3 years. 

Stocks of turkeys increased more thAn usual during January -­
about 12 million pounds. Thus turkeys accounted for most of the increase 
in total poultry stocks. Stocks of brOilers, fowls, and miscellaneous 
poultry increased slightly. but, stocks of fryers and ducks were reduced. 
Stocks of poultry in the United St8tes on February I totaled 240 million 
pounds, a~ ?ll time record and 69 percent larger than a year e~rlier. 
The stocks on February l this year, as indicated above, include some 
quantities purchase as part of the poultry stor~ge progrAm for the 
armed forces. 
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OUTLOOK 

BACKGBOUND.- The strong wartime demand for eggs has resulted 
in steady increases in prices received by farm~rs for eggs 
since early 1941 after allowing for normal seasOnal variation. 
The mid-month pri~es received by producers was higher than a 
year earlier from mid-March 1941 through mid-December 1943. 
The average price received by farmers for eggs in 1943 was 
approximately 37.6 cents compared ,nth 29.9 cents in 1942. 
The 1943 price uas the highest on record except for the 1919 
and 1920 prices of 41.3 cents and 43.5 cents, respectively. 

MoveI!lent of Feed Grains Improved 
Somewhat FUrther 

Supplies of feed grains for shipment to deficit areas ~d to industrial 
users became more freely available after the turn of the year than they were 
in the fall months of 1943. The national position on feed supplies, however. 
is essentially unchanged from what it was a few months ago. The supply of 
feed grains per grain-consuming animal unit on January 1 was about a fifth 
smaller this year than last, mainly as a result of the record number of live­
stock on hand. Livestock numbers may be reduced to some extent during 1944 
but the demand for livestock feeds probably ni11 continue to exceed that of 
1943, at least until summer. Beginning in early summer. feeds from 1944 
harvests will begin to become available. Heavy snows in early February 
improved. the moisture situation, and crop prospects in northern sections of 
the mid-west where precipitation had been belo~ normal for several months. 

Prices of feed grains probably will continue at or close to ceiling 
~evels during the rest of the 1943 marketing year. 

Farmers Intend to PurChase Fewer 
Chi cks in 19!ilj: --

The sharp drop in prices received by farmers for eggs, together vrith 
considerably higher feed prices compared with a year earlier. has resulted 4It 
in a considerable tlrop in the prospective springtime demand for chicks rela­
tive to the demand that prevailed in the main hatching months of 1943. 
The egg-feed price ratio in mid-February, based on changes from mid-January 
in wholesale narket quotations for eggs and feed, apparently was around 
20 percent belou a year earlier, compared with 29 percent lower in January, 
and 14 percent lower in December 1943. The ratio has been below average 
since last October. If feed prices continue at present levels through the 
spring period and prices received by farmers for eggs are about equal to 
those of a year earlier, as now appears likely, the egg-feed price ratio 
in the main hatching months would be around 15 percent below the exceptionally 
favorab1e ratio in the corresponding months of 1943 but slightly above average 
for the spring period. Based on usual relations, a change in the egg-feed 
price ratio of the extent in~icated above would result in a drop of 5 to 10 
percent in the nunber of chickens raised, or a total number raised of 830 to 
g80 million head compared with 926 million raised in 1943. The national goal 
for 1944 calls for the raising on farms of 893 million birds (excluding 
commercial broilers). 

~ 
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Crop correspondents indicated as of February 1 that they intend to 
purchase for laying flock replacement purposes, 17 percent fewer baby chicks 
(including custom-hatched chicks) this year than they bought in 1943. 
Farmers purchased from commercial hatcheries in 1943 about 84 percent of 
the total chicks started. A reduction in numbers of chickens raised in 
line with a 17 percent decline in purchases would result in a total number 
below the 1942 level of 795 million but well above the 717 million raised 
in 1941. The intended decreases in chick purchases. by regions, ranged 
from 12 percent in the South Atlantic and East South Central regions to 
29 percent in the Pacific Coast States. Regional data are shown in the 
following table. 

Intended purchases of baby chicks in 1944 

(Based upon February 1 reports from crop correspondents) 
; Intended: S· 1 'f' t· t f t tal • h eX1ng c aSS1 1ca 10ns as percen ages 0 0 
• purc ases : ~~~ 
: in 1944 :Baby chicks b'O'Ugiit in 1943: Intended purchases in 19~ 
:as percent-: : : : : : Geographic 

areas : ages of :Straight: Pullet :Cockerel:Straight: Pullet :Cockerel 
: i943 pur-: run chicks: chicks: run chicks: chicks 

_______ ....;.,_ chases :: _! __ 

: Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 

· • 
New England ... : 80 58 32 10 52 39 9 
Middle Atlantic: 74 73 18 9 70 23 7 
E. N. Central.: 84 76 20 4 74 22 4 
W. N. Central.: 87 80 15 5 79 17 4 
South Atlantic : 88 83 13 4 83 ia 4 
E. S. Central.: 88 80 15 5 82 4 
w. S. Central.: 80 80 15 5 78 18 4 
Rocky Mountain : 79 76 17 7 73 22 5 
Pacific Coast .: 71 --fu+ 26 4 60 ~7 tr:r United States: 83.4 17.2 5.4 75·7 20.1 _. 

c 

The information given above on farmers intentions was compiled 
immediately after one of the sharpest declines in egg prices on record. 
Farmers will make final plans for purchasing baby chicks in 1944 during 
the main hatching season on the basis of price relationships and otner 
conditions then prevailing, or in prospect as farmers view them. A firm 
egg market in the spring period at prices equal to those of a year earlier 
would suggest to fa.rmers that the underlying demand for eggs continues 
strong, and thus would tend to result in a smaller reduction in numbers 
raised than is indicated by February 1 intentions. This tendenGY would be 
strengthened should the feed-distribution situation continue to improve as 
it has in past weeks. Farmers' purchases of baby chicks exceeded their 
February 1 intentiohs by 4 percent in 1943 and 1942. and by 17 percent in 
1941. 
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January Hatchery ,Production 20 Percent 
Under" ~ Year Earlier - - -, 

-
The demand for hatchery chicks as indicated'by prevailing chick pur-

chases and prices, continued weaker than a year earlier through January. 
The output of baby chicks by commercial hatch~~ies ,in January was 20 per­
cent smaller than in January 1943- Hatchery produc'ti6n" in' the 4 menths. 
ended January 31:, 19447' wa~ 14 percent smaller than a year earlieT ... ' Thi~ 
largely represents a decline in numbers of chicks'purchased for commerdal 
broilers, since relative1y few chicks for laying 'purposes are started at 
that time of yea-r.. Most cOIl\lIlercial broile-r chicks ~tarted since October 1, 
1943, will be included in -th~ 1944 commercial broiler production, the 
national goal for whic~ is 2P~ million head or g1,percent of th~ tentative 
indication of the 1943' o<+tpu~.~ 

The number of eggs set during January was '10 pe'rcent smaller than 
a year earlier. The number of chicks on order February 1 for later delivery. 
was 26 percent large~ 'than the' number on order on the:, corresponding date 
last year. The increase in the number of chicks on order largely reflects 
earlier placing of 'orders than last year. The prospective demand for Chicks 
for· the season as a whQ1e, is. considerably below that of a year earlier, but 
probably will be relati:vely strong in the main hatching months - Harch 
through May. ' 

Farmers Intend to Increase Turkey 
Production in-1944 

The turkey-feed price relationship like the egg- and chicken-feed 
price relationship, has been less £av~rable than a year earlier in the last 
several months. In 1943 turkeymen intended to r.aise an all-time record 
crop -- 12 percent over 'th~ -1942 number. Because 'of a shortage of 'hatching 
eggs, however, actual performance in 1943 fell far short of the early inten­
tions. While the demand for'poults in prospect as of February 1 this year 
is not as strong as that indicated a year earlier, farmers reported their 
intentions, nevertheless, to raise 2 percent more birds than they actually 
raised in 19L~3 -- a total of 33,767,000 birds - which would be only 1- per­
cent under the record crop of 1940. With an 8 percent increase in breeder 
hens on January 1, 1944, compared with a year earlier, the supply of hatch­
ing eggs should be ample to achieve a 2 p~rcent increase in turkey production • 

. In fact, should conditions continue more favorable than last with respect to 
egg fertility and brooding. a new recoru high. number of turkeys may be raised 
in 1944~ 

Over-all demand in prospect is sufficient to absorb the maximum 
number of turkeys that ,could be produced \nth present breeding stock. 
Primarily because of the tight feed situation, the goal for turkeys raised 
in 1944 was set at 97 percent of the 1943 number. ' 

Numbers of turkeys farmers intend to raise in 1944 as percentages of 
the numb~r raised in l~43, by regions, a~e as follows: North Atlantic, 108 
percent; East North Central, 115 percent; ~est North Central, 102 percent; 
South Atlantic, 103 ,percent; South Central and West, 99 percent. 
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Many of the mid-western States'~show' co:n.sj;i~~ab3:y .. more .bteeder turkeys 
on hand this year than last t but th'e ·W'est·ern"·:'Sta.tes'''a:~~oUnt·''fQ·i< .a"-bQu:t~·55 per ... 
c,ent of the total national increase in actual nunioer~r:" . ~ 

. " , ~: ~ ! ,'~ .". ,,.... .. 
, ........ . 

. Civilian Demand. !.!~i:: ~''Continues ':". 
Vert Strong" . '.' ..... ; 

'. " 
.... 

I ' . • 

•. -The civilian disappearance' ofsh!3U. eggs in recent w.Eieks .app-?-rently 
has been: running ''fully ,10· percent· larger .. than: :th~ reco(rd .of '80. ye~. e~rlier. 
Many 'retail prices' recent-ly have' been':nearly e.qu,a..1, to .tho~~ of 8.;,JI'e;ar. earlier, 
indicating a 'Very 'strong Current' :demand: 'by ci viliaps jor eggs. Suppli.es of 

. eggs have accuiriulat'ed in many'markets don the l-a;st sev.eral weeks -beca,.u·se egg 
. production has '!'e'sponded to unusus:lly. 'favorable::weather, while maPY of the 

seasonal operations pertaining to eggs such 'as 'egg storing fo!' ci~~li~s and 
arm~d servit?es, hatching, and'eg~ drying are "timed" with the calendar • 

• " • ..., ~ f'!, 

Purchases' of '~ggs"for other' than imr,lediate civilian uses have begun 
to increasA and will increase sharply.further·jdl, coming,weeks.'. l!lgg pro- • 

. duction will ·inci·ea-se less than seasortally from' the January and early 
February level to the' spring peak in· April. Any increase'in the ci·vilian 

. ,supply of eggs from' the January-Febru~ry level after meeting the nepessary 
non-cfvilian'rellui'r'ements probably wi·ll· be considerably less than'the usual 
seasonal amount. Civilian demand for eggs, however, may i~crease as a 
result of seasonal reductions in supplies of meat and some other competing 
items. 

" . ' .... ". .... ,' - ... .... , . 
Present estimates of requirements of dried whole eggs' fo'r' war uses 

in 19.44 total about 297 millio'n: pourids. This includ:e's anticipated needs 
fo'r lend-lease' of 217 million poUnds. 2.2 million pounds .for Red. Cross and 
other friendly·na~ions. and 78 million pounds for Unit.d Sta~es military 
and war services •. The above over'-all .requirement figure is not· necessarily 
synonymous with required total production-of' dried egg, ,since'stocks,from 
the 1943 WFA purchase program may be drawn on to some extent~' Qn·the other 
hand, the requirement figure'of 297 million pdunds does not include quanti­
ties to,.be used. for civilian purpos~s •. • Egg produ~tion prospects.for the year as a whole have not changed 
materially durip.g the past month~' The'· larger' propo~tion of pullet·s a...,.d 
better average, quality .~f laying stock will'tend to offset the effects on 
the rate of lay: of less favorabl,e feed' supply and feed price relationships. 
Hence, without "'allowing for the affects of' weather on the rate' of production, 
a rate of monthly output per bird about equal to a year earli~r appears 
likely. The revis~d estimate ~f the nunber of layers on ~ar~$ January 1, 

.1944, was 6 percent: larger than on Janue,ry 1, 1943, but relat~ ~,t?, tp a year 
earlier the number appa,rently: ha.s dec';lined .sinc.e ~anuary 1. , . ~. " 

, . 
The average inventory value of chi ckens on farms had reached a new 

all-time high on January 1, 1944. _ The a.verage value per bird was $1.17 on 
January·}. 1.944, contpared with $~.04 on J:'al1-uary 1. 1943, an<L$O.83·o.n 
January.l, 1942. f]he estbnated total value. of chickens o.n fa:t:ms,January 1, 
1944~ ~as 671 million dollars compared·,rith 561 milliqn doila~s a year earlier. 
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On January 1. 1944, th~re_ were 57.2 million chi'ckans on ft:trms compared with 

.... ' • I"" 
541 million a year earlier. The average v'alile of turkeys increased from 
$4.46 per head 'J~u~ry 1. 1943. to $5.29 on'~anuary 1, ~944 •. The aggregate 
value of turkeys :was 40 million dollars compared with 3d million dollars a 
year :earlier. The ~ggregate ~alue of all livestock on farms was 9.5 billion 
dollars on .both Janua'1lY 1. 1943, and January 1, 1944..: 

The greater number of eggs produced per.l~yer;is reflected in rela~ 
tively higher values per head_ As shown in figu~e 3; the value per bird on 
farm~ now exceeds levels reached in the previous" war and post-vTar period 
even though the price of eggs is lower. In addition to egg producing capacity 
the value per bird is influenced by the price .• of chicken. meat and egg-feed 
price relationships. In table 2 and figure 3.the value Of a hens annual egg 
production - number of eggs laid· annually pel' bird on farms January 1 multi­
plied by weighted annual average price receiv~d by farmers for eggs -- is 
compared with price of eggs and value per bird of all chickens on farms • 
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T~ble 2.~ Chickens. number on farms January 1 and'va1ue per head, 
numbeF of _Ch~(}ke;ns and turkey.s "r,aised, ,pri,ce reoei ve(i b:r . 

:".'- ' :t~*m~'~.s 'jo:r,.'eggs. and ~~al,ue ;~of: eggs laid· annually pBr' -- . 
. : , ' . _ - .hen, Uni,ted $ta.tes,. 1.910-44' " r .-; . " - ' . 

-:-:-...-- _ _ .... 11.,;.:.: •• ' :.: ' 

:__ Chicken,s! __ --=-~.~; .. '., Eggs -: --.'NUr.iber ra~sed __ 
. : : Wel."'hted ': ~n'l" "f' : : 

.t:::I, ' • ,a ue 0 
: Number on:· Value annual: 1 'd : : 

Year: farms :.. per,. price;"",,: ,e€?g~ . a
1l

1, '; . Chickens: Turkeys 
annua y , Jan. 1 head. received:,": : . 

, • , ' . • per. hen . . ' , 
__ .;..' --:'II":" ":",,.--___ -= .• by f armel' s • . ...• ' : . 

Millions ~ Cents -.-Cents Dollars ~llions ---,"""'M"""il·lions 

· • 
1910 : 
1911 ': 
1912 : 
1913 : 

-1914· ': 
1915 : 
1916 
1917 
1913 
1919 

1920 
1921 
1922 : 
1923 : 
1924 : 
1925 : 
1926 : 
1927 : 
1923 
1929 : 

· • 
1930 : 
1931 : 
1932 : 
1933 : 
1934 : 
1935 : 
1936 : 
1937 : 
1933 : 
1939 

1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 : 
1944 : 

· 

356.0 
3~1~5 

. 367. 3 
'364.7 
366.5 
379.2 
369.5 
359·5 
363.4 
391.4 

381.1 
370.1 
395·0 
415. 1 
434.9 
435.0 
433.0 
461.0 
475. 0 
449.0 

468.5 
449.7 
436.8 
444.5 
433.9 
390.0 
403. 4 
423.9 
339.6 
418.6 

438.3 
422.9 
474.9 
540•3 
572·5 

'47.3 
45.6 
42.2 
46.5' 
49.1 
46.5 
49.1 
59.4 
77·5 
95·5 

97.2 
39·3 
30,8 
74.6 
76.1 
79·3 
33·5 
90.6 
35.8 
91~1 

92.8 
70·3 
61.5 
44.9 
42.0 
54•4 
75·5 
65.6 
75.6 
70.0 

60.5 
65. 4 
33.2 

103.7 
117.2 

20.9 1.48 
,.17.5~··:·r :.,' '1.25 
",20 .. 2 ,', '. 1.45 
19;4" 1.39 
20.5 1.45 
19.4 1.42 
22.1 1.60 
31.8 2.28 
36.0 2.53 
41.3 2.99 

43.5 
23·3 
25. 0 
26·5 
26.7 
30•4 
23.9 
25. 1 
23.1 
29.3 

23.7 
17.6 
14.2 
13.8 
17.0 
23. 4 
21.3 
21·3 
20.3 
17.4 

18.0 
23·5 
29.9 

~.137 .6 

3.15 
2.19 
1.94 
2.07 
1.98 
2.23 
2.29 
1.95 
2.13 
2·33 

1.34 
1.41 
1.11 
1.05 
1.26 
1.87 
1·.73 
1.76 . 
1.79 
1.49 

1.52 
2.15 
2.82 

1;./3. 48 

586•0 , 
, 563.0 
557. 0 
553•0 
575. 0 
560•0 
545. 0 
552• 0 
587.0 
574•0 

560•0 
600.0 
632.0 
660.0 
662.2 
678.7 
713·3 
750• 4 
700.0 
751 • 1 

777.0 
709.4 
735·5 
750.1 
644.4 
658.3 
7~5.0 
601.1 
650.7 
696.7 

617.0 
716.8 
794.8 
925·7 

'E,/768 .3 

• 

18·5 

17.4. 
18.2 
22.j 
23. 2 
21.7 
20.8 
28.0 
25. 3 
26.9 
33.6 

34•2 
33.2 
33. 2 
33·0 

2;-"3. 8 - -. --------------"""'l/"""""'T-entative estimates. --
gl Based on intentione as of February 1, 1944. 
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NUMBER OF CHICKENS ON FARMS JANUARY 1 AND VALUE PER HEAD; 
PRICE RECEIVED BY FARMERS FOR EGGS AND VALUE OF 

EGGS LAID PER HEN. UNITED STATES, 1910-44. 
MILLIONSr--------.-------.--------r-------.--------.-------,-------. DOLLARS 
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U. s. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE NEG. 43496 BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS 

FIGURE 3 
Hens and pullets usually account for about 90 percent of all chickens on farms January I, 

the annual seasonal peak. Hence, the value per bird on that date tends to reflect the profit­
abtlityof producing eggs during the preceding year as well as the current value of the carcass. 
The larger number of egg~ laid per bird and the more favorable egg-feed price relationship so 
far during this war largely account for the higher unit value of birds than in the previous war 
or post-war period. 

/ 
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