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Reflecting the less favorable egg-feed price relationship of recent months, farmers indi-
cated as of February | that they intend to purchase 17 percent fewer baby chicks this year than
they purchased in 1943. The turkey-feed price relationship was less favorable than a year ear-
lier during the IY43 season, but farmers have indicated that they intend to start 2 percent more
poults in 1944 than they started last season. In 1943 the demand for poults at prevailing prices
greatly exceeded the supply.



STATISTICAL SUMMARY

AVERAGE 1942 1943 1944 PCJE-APC‘?
ITEM UNIT | ppr1ep |DECENBER | JANUARY {DECEMBER| JANUARY |DECEMBER | JANUARY |EARLIER
o farms, nomber . . . . . . . |Nillion 1983-42f 883.8 832.8 411.8 423.7 485.7 445.1 105

Laﬁzi gisappea;‘uce e e e s s« o|Index no. |1988-42 99.9 99.4 98.7 98.6 99.3 99.4 101

Number of eggs laid per hen o o o o | Fumber 1983-42 6.05 7.82 7.42 8.97 7.4% 9.97f 111

Total farm productiog of eggs .. o 1Mil. doz. ]1988-42]  169.6 208.6 254.2 316.7 271.9 869.7 117

g, 8.: o

Stgiﬁ’l ng?’. . e v e s & s s e o +|1,000 case|1988-42f 598 193 2738 214 875 751 83-.:
Frozell « « « « o o« o + o o o o » + 11,000 case|1838-43] 1, 921 1, 5568 2,212 1, 694 2,721 2,178 187
Total W e e e e e s 4 e s w s s 211,000 case}1983-42]2,519 1,749 2,485 1,808 8, 402 2,939 168

ent egg disappearance, civilianm:

Apxg):tc;rage ggell esgg i e s o s s oMLl doz. |1988-42 40.4 11.8 6.1 1.8 16.8 0 0
Frozen eggsS + « « + + « o o o« o « o|Mil. doz. [1938-42 18.4 10.9 19.7 14.4 | 15.1 0 ¢
Total shell egg equivaleat . . . .|Mil. doz, [1983-42] 251.4 288.1 274.8 803.8 290.4 818.2 104

Dried egg production . . . . . . . .{Nil. 1D, -~ - - 18.1 12.0 21.6 21.6 180

Commercial hatchery operatioms: )

Eggs set s e e a e s e e s e . oiMillion - -- -- 47.1 125.1 34.5 115.8 §
Chicks hatched, . . « « + « « « « |Million - - - 29.3 56.8 21.6 44.9 g6
Receipts:
Poultry, dressed, four markets . .|Nil. 1b. 1938-42| G6.9 24.8 64.5 25.6 59.4 27.5 167
Pouitry, live, Chicago . . . . . .|¥il. lb. |1938-42 5.9 3.9 5.1 2.0 4.7 3.4 176
Poultry, live, New York . . . . . .}NMil. Ib. 1988-42 12.1 9.4 12.4 8.9 14.0 10.0 112
Poultry, live, Midwest, per plamt .}1,000 lb. }1938-42 21.87 9.90 21.88 T7.97 25.26 16.681 195
Powl (hens}, live. Midwest, per plant|],000 1b. {1933-4 11.08 T.22 12.07 5.72 14.48 11,611 263
Young stock, live, Midwest, per plant|1,000 lb. |1933-4 10.87 2.9¢ .26 £.58] 10.82 $.54 187
Stocks, poultry: )
BroileTs + « « o o o o o o » « « o1Nil. b, |1988-4 4.4 12.8 9.2 7T.81 4.2 14.7 201
Fryers e e e e e e e e e s oiNMEL. 1D, ]1983-4 14.7 18.0 16.8 10.2 20.7 20.8 202
RoaSters . 4 o o o« o &« o & o » » o ML, Ib. |1888-4 85.1 82.2 48.8 28.6 42.0 41.7 141
Fowls (hems) . . « « + 4+ o« « « « INil. b, 19884 26.7 28.1 .3 80.8 88.7 69.6 227
Turkeys e e s e e s s e s s o« olMI. LD, 11988-4 81. 35.8 86.6 7.7 86.6 48.3 128
Ducks e e et a6 e e e e s e JiNEL. 1D, | 1990e4 5.3 8.8 8.4 2.1 - 2.4 2.1 100
Miscellaseows and unclassified . .[Nil. Ib. 1983-4 4.5 22.5 84.0 21.6 41.5 42.8 174
Total porltryY .« & + « « » o « « » oI NéLl. Bb. 11983-4 161, 144.3 187.9 2.0 226.2 239.8 169

Prices received by farmers: ]

Eggs, per dozen . . . . . .. . . . .]Cent ' 1988-42] 28.8 22.0 89.7 85.0 44.8 34.6 89
Eggs, parity price per dozer . . .|Cent 1988-42 37.1 28.5 41.2. 8$2.1 44.8 84.5 167
Eggs, percentage of parity . . . .|Fercemt §1938-4 76 kii 28 121 191 100 -
Chickens, per posnd . . . . . . . .|Cent 19834 14.0 18.4 20.5 22.1 24.4 28.9 108
Chickens, parity price per pound . .|Clent 1983-42 5.1 14.7 17.8 17.8 19.3 19.3 108
Chickens, percentage of parity . .|Percent 1938-4 92 81 115 128 - 128 124 -
Turkeys, per pound . . . . . . . .}|Cent 1988-4 26.1 17.2 29.7 23.2 32.8 82.4 i1
Turkeys, parity price per pound . .]Cenmt 1938-4 19.6 18.§ 22.5 22.6 24.3 24.83 108
A1l farm commodities (1910-14 = 100}| Index mo. | 1938~-4 114 104 177 181 196 196 108
Chickens and eggs (1910-14 = 100). .} Index no. | 1988-4¢ 120 107 188 188 212 177 85
¥holesale prices, Chicago: ) -
Eggs, standards, per dozen « + +|Cent “11933-4 2.0 2%.8 406.0 88.83 40.7 34.9 81
Live heavy hens, per pound . o o|Cent 1938-42 .9 18.68 28.5 26.0 23.6 24.0 . 92
Live broilers, per pound ., . . . .|Cent 1938-4 9.6 18.0 27.7 27.0 26.9 27.5 162
Live roasters, light, per pound . .{Cent 1938-42 19.2 18.6 28.0 81.5 26.9 27.5 8%
Live roasters, heavy, per pound . .|Cent 1938-42 18.9 20.3 28.5 38.5 26.9 27.5 82
Wholesale prices, New York:

Dressed broilers, 25-80 pounds per

dozen, per posad . . . . .+ . « .}{Cent 1933-42 28.9 23.8 88.5 338.5 87.5 87.5 112
Dressed roasters, 48-54 pounds per | -

dozen, per posnd . . . . . . . .|Cent 19338-4 2 22.8 28.1 34.9 38.0 87.5 37.5 39
Dressed fowls, 48-54 pounds per

dozen, per pound . . . . . . . o|Cent 1988-42 20.9 21.0 80.8 32.5 83.5 83.5 108

Cash farm income:

Total marketings e e s e s s . o|MiLl. dol. |1988-42] 922 716 1,499 1, 281 1,697 - 11%
Poultry and eggs C e e e s e . o|Mil. dol. |1988-423] 107 68 171 135 226 - 182
Price ratios: .
Chicago, broiler-feed . . . . . . .|Lb. feed |1988-42 14.1 14.1 14.9 18.9 12.1 12.1 87
Chicago, light roaster-feed . . . .|LbD. feed |1988-42 18.9 14.7 15.1 16.2 12.1 12.1 18
Farm, egg-feed e v s e o s o ofLb. feed [1938-42 22.6 20.2 28.5 21.4 20.1 15.8 71
Farm, chicken-feed e e e e e o s 1L, feed 1938-42 11.2 12.1 12.1 12. 10.9 10.6 88
Farm, turkey-feed « e o e o o o o|Lb. feed 1987-42 16.0 13. 17.8 16.0 14.% 14.8 29
Farm, egg-laying mash e e s o o o1Lb. fegd -— - -~ 13.5 12.23 12.7 .7 RE]

Laying mash, cost per cwt, « v o+ olDollar - - - .96 5.06 3.5¢ 3.88) i

Feed cost per cwt., farm poultry ration|Dollar 198342 1.28 1.21 1.69 1.82 2.28 2.28) 123

Wholesale food prices (1985-39 = 100} | Index no. |19833-42 101.4 95.8 131.82 188.8 133.5 132.6 139

Retail food prices (1985-39 = 100) . .|Index no. |1933-42 102.4 97.6 182.7 {. 183.0 187.1 136.1 102

Prices paid by farmers including im-
terest and taxes (1910-14 = 100) . .| Index no. | 1988-42 132 128 158 157 169 189 188

Retail prices (BLS):

Roasters, dressed, per pound . . .|Cent 1933-42 30.17 29.7 48.1 44.4 44.7 4.3 i3
Eggs, strictly fresb, per dozea . .|Cent 1933-42 42.2 36.4 58.3 5%8.0 82.9 54.3 52

Nomragricultural employees' compensa-

tion (1935-39 = 100) s e o o o« o« ofIndex no. [ 1933-42 120.0 102.1 217.9 218.4 2566.0 - 117

1Sce December 1943 Poultry and Egg Situation for definition of, and method of computing, “net disappearance.”

%End of month. Frozen eggs converted to case.equivalent,
d7resh firsts December and January 1933-42 average, Decenber, 1942 and Januzry 1843; standards, 44 pounds, Decezber
1943, January 1944,
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i Summary
‘ Less'favorébléiPOultry product-~feed price relationships now preveiling,
' compared with a yea® Agzd, have. resulted in a demand for both baby chicks and
turkey ponlté'somewhat below the unprecedented demgnd of last year. As of
'February 1 farmers indicated that they intend to purchase 17 percent fewer
baby chicks for flock-replacement purposes in 1944 than they purchased in 1943,
' This information on farmers' intentions was complled Jjust after one of the
sharpest declines in egg prices on record. Final plans for numbers of chicks
to be sterted will be made by farmers in-the main hatching\months March
éhrough May. At that time, price relationships may sppear more favorable to
'farmers than they did in late Jamisry. ©On the basis of average relationships
Cin past years, a:reduction of 5-t6 .10 percent in the number of chickens raiged
would be expecteﬁ tecause of prospective:less favoresbdle price relationships,
Primarily because of the weaker demand for chicks from commercial
broiler producers, the output. of chicks by hatcheries in Janua;ylwas 20
percert below a year esrlier, In the 4 manths ended January 31. the output
of chicks by commercial hatcheries -- mostly for 19uk broiler production --
was 1l percent below the hatch of a year earlier. . ..
The demand for turkey poults, though not as strong as at the

beginning of the 1943 season, i's such that if farmers' February 1 intentions
are carried out, 2 perceﬁt more turkey poults will be raised in 1944 than
in 1943, Wlth g percent more turkey breeder hens ‘on farms the potential

.supply of poults Should be ample to achieve a2 percent increase in

turkeys ratsed. "
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Weather so-€ar this winter-has been cotiducive to uhusually high
rates of egg produetion per layer. - In the North Central Stotes, rates of

production prevailed on February 1 which are not usually reached until

March 1. The average number of eggs laid per bird during January was 11
percent higher than a year ¢arlier. With the record number of layers on farms,
17 percent more eggs were produced than during January 1943 Although more
‘eggs were used for noncivilian purposes in Jaruary than in Januarj lést year,
civilian consumption apparently was considerably larger than in January 19&}.
Some retail egg prices in mid-February were a littlée higher than a year

earlier despite increased movement of eggs ihto civilian channels, indicatiz;gv.

a record strong demand for eggs for this season of the year.

Supplies of eggs-at prevailing prices have accumulated at some markets
during the last several weeks largely because production has been "timed"
with the weather while most seasonal uses —- storing; drying, and hatching —-
are "timed" with the calendar. From late Decembsr 1943 to February 19, 1944
- the War Food Administratien purchased 233,534 cases of shell eggs for price-
support purposes., Bgg production will increase less:than seasonally from the

relatively high level of January and edrly February to the annual seasonal

peak in April, while civilian demand méy strengthen further as a result of
seasonally reduced meat supplies. ’
~— ‘February 21, 1944
RECENT DEVELOPMENTS

Number of Chickens at All-Time
Record on January 1

Marketings of both young and mature chickens were unusually heavy
during the closing months of 1943. But because a record large nuiber of
chickens was raised last year the total number still on farms January 1
was the hiphest ever recorded -~ totaling 572 million head compared with 541
million a year earlier. The number of potential layers on farms at the
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beginning of 1944 totaled 515 million head, an increass of 6.0 percent over
the number a year esrlier. 3By regions, the numbers of potential layers
were: North Atlantic, 61,137,000; East North Central, 99,730,000; West
North Central, 152,990, OOO South Atlantic, 48,521, 000; South Central,
109,515,000 and Western, 1+3 138,000 head.

Although actual sales of fowls were the heaviest on record through
-mid-February, in proportion to. the prevailing high number on farms, the
culling rate appears to have besn below the 10-year average rate so far
this year, but considerably above that of a year earlier. During the month of
Januery the number of layers on farms in the United States was 5.0 percent

. lerger than in January- 19&}\ By regions, the increases over a year earlier
in the Janusry number of layers were as follows: North Atlantic, 4.3 percents
Bast North Central, 4.6 percent; West North Central, 5.8 percent; South
Atlantic, 5.7 percent; South Central, 5.9 percent; and Western, 1,5 percent,

In &11 parts of the Nation except in the Gulf States January average
weather was characterized by above~normsal temperatures and below-average
precipitation. In the sacond half of January, weekly temperatures in the
North Central Ststes averaged as much as 19” F. above normal., These
conditions were conducive to rapid increases in the average rate of lay per
bird. In the North Central States layers attained a rate of lay on -
February 1 not usually reached until March 1.

During January, layers on farms in the United States produced an
average of 10 eggs per bird, 11 percent more than in tie corresponding
month last year. By regions the number of eggs laid pér bird in January
as percentages of a year garlier were as follows: North Atlantic, 106
percent; East North Central, 113 percent; West North Ceritral, 125 percent;
South Atlantiec, 98 percentj South Central, 99 percent; and West 108 percent.

Egg production on farms in the United States during January totaled
12.%3 million cases (369.7 million dozens), or 17 percent more than the
previous reécord output for that month established in 1943. In the
first half of February, receipts of eggs at primary markets were continuing
larger than a year‘earlier by more than 20 percent, indicating a continued
record large output of eggs op-.farms. By the end of January receipts of
eggs at primary and terminal markets were at levels not reached last year
until March 1 or later.

The increase in egg supplies relative to demand at prevailing
prices during January was most noticeable in eastern terminal markets,
These are normally large consuming markets toward which supplies from
the Midwest usually move, In Jannary thié year much-graater—than-usual
quantities of eggs came from nearby produéing areas where Janusry pro-
duction was 11 percent larger than a.year earller. Receipts of eggs at
specified markets during January, by.region of orlgln are shown in
table 1.

In the 7 weeks ended February 19 the War Food Administration
purchased 233 534 cases of shell eggs for price-support purposes. Of this
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quantity 199;356}tases were purchased in the northesst drea. -The: remaining
purchases Were' 1 471 cas8s in the South under sthe small-lot purchase
program’ and 32,727 dases in the Midwest. . Purchases in the northeast by
grade were as follows: 139,705 casss Grade L larges, 40,748 gases Grade &
medium, 6,819 cases Grade B large, 4,264 cases:Orade B medium, .and 7,800
cases of procurement grades.
i ’ g { ,
Table 1.~ Receipts of ‘ghell eggs during January atrspecif1ed markets
‘by~reg10n of origin, 19&1-uu.1/ _

Geographic : " New York - Tt Boéton" '
- lel°lOn 1941 ¢+ 1942 » 1943 : 19Lh :-T9R1 : 19M2 : 1953 1944

: Cases Casds i Cases Cases Cases Cagses Casegs - Casag

e

w~

North Atlantic ....190 3h2 197, 675 2&7 313 288 603 ‘68; 3&3‘ 82;693~’76,827::97,Hh2
. Bast North Central: 83,483 51,796 93,995 69 262 9,135 ,936 5,848 2,388
West' North Céntral:l95,778" 130 L&g 194,746 ehs 229 - 26 578' 10,034 16,595 13,780

: o - "0 0

South Atlantic ...: 8,118 " 6,626 6,388 "8,529 :

South Central ...t W6 2,301 1.996 0 uuo' <120 01,7844
Western ,.....I...: 30,728 34,609 *° 600 S0t 0 o o 0
Miscellanedus ....: 151 93 T 1l4p i 1RV 2R 5. 25” 76

Total U. S. ...1509,046 423, 558 5&3 180 611 77& 16& 521 98 , 788 99 295 115 470

E Philadelphia : San Francisco and Los Angeles
““: 1941 i 1ghp 1943 ¢ 1QhHT. T 3oHYTIUIgL2T: 19Uz : 19L%

7: Cases Cases Cases Gases'f‘Céées Cases Casés: Cases

North Atlentic ot 4 ,360° 37,594 30,088 h6 367 ° 0

S0 0 + 0
East North Centrel: 29,862 15,002° 21,102 ‘16,781 ' 936 0 17,045 0
"West North Centralt 29,590 29,092 36~011 27, 260 21,446 . 0 87,358 39,180
South Atlantic ...: 7,075 6,826 &,360 10,733 0 0 0 0
South Central ....: = U422 231 -0 0 2,670 ©°36-19,135 1,110
Western ..........t . 680 1,754 o 0177, 3u9 193 172 152 733 203,877
Miscellaneous ....! 69 - 15

1 3
Total +...eeaes 109,058 ;gg;;Iu 95,568 101 Inh 202, u01 193; 208 276 27 Eﬁ 6

1/ Data from Office of Distribution, War Food Admlnlstrafionu =T

Egg Prices Declined Further
in Past Month N

Accompanylng the Further large increases in recelpts ef eZgs in late
January and early Februéry, egg prices declined somewhat furthér.. The
declines, however were not shared equaily by-all grades of eggs. Wholesale

_prices of better grades at New York, whith declined the least from mid-
December to early Jenuary, declined 3 to 7 cents'per dozen from:mid-January
to mid-February, a greater decline than for other’ grades. Wholesale prices
of most lower grades at New York were fairly steady in the month ended
February. 15 and prices for some grades increased sllghtly. Wholesale
prices. of .eggs at Chicago in mid-Februesry were 1 to 2 cents per dozen
lower than in mid-January but the average of all grédes was about- equal
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to the average in mid-February 1943. Wholesale prices of large eggs

st San Francisco were steady in the month endéd February 15, But prices
of smaller eggs declined somewhat further. Prices of all eggs at that
market d@cllned sharply in the first half of January. .

Retail prices of eggs at New York City declined about 3 cents
per dozen from mid-Januasry to mid-February and on February 15 prices at
retail were from 5 to 15 percent below prevailing ceilings, but
slightly higher than the retail prices of a year esrlier. By mid-January
fmost Office of Price Administration regional offices had suspended
community ceilings for eggs and ordered that each retail selling price
be ¢omputed on the basis of specified mark-up over costs, as provided
originally in MPR 422 and MPR Y423, .

Egg-Feed Price Ratio in January-
Below Average

The .average prics received by farmers for eggs in mid~Jsnuary
was 34,6 cents per dozen compared with 44.9 cents in December 1943
and 39,0 cents in January 1943, The egg-feed price tatio in January 1944
was 29 percent lower than in January last year and considerably below
the 1933~42 January average, but slightly above the average for the
spring months,

Wer Food Administration Announced .
FPurther Price Supports

On January 25, 1944, the WFA announced further details of plans for
carrying out the shellw~sgg price-support program which was extended on
January 26, 1944, through December 31, 19h4L4, It is planned to specify
periodically for all ‘areas of the Uhited States carlot support prices
for designated United States grades and sizes of eggs which will reflect
the announced average support prices to producers. The carlot prices 2re to
be supported- primarily through the purchase of dried eggs, and to the extent
necesssry, by the purchase of shell eggs at annocunced prices. With the
announcement of January 25 there were released specific prices for designated
grades and sizes for b4 markets, -applicable through March 4, 19&&

Subject to Congressional authorization, the War Food Admlnistr?tlon
announced on January 26, 19&& that it will support prices to producers
for egegs at 90 percent of "the parity price, but in no event less than a
United States average price received by farmers of 30 cents per dozen
in the spring and early summer, and an annual average United States farm
price of 34 cents per dozen. Likewise for turkeys and chickens (excluding
broilers and chickenes weighing less than 3 pounds live weight) it was
ennounced that prices to vproducers would be supported at 90 percent of
the parity prices but in no event less than specified prices which will
be announced at a later date together with methods to be employed in
supporting such prices,

Into Storage Movement of 'Shell Eggs in _

Janusry for First Time on Record

Net withdrawals of shell eggs from storage begam in July 1943 and
continued through the second week of January 1944, A moderate net
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into~storage movement began in the third week in January, the same week

of the year as the 19&3 into-storage movement began. During January this year
storage stocks of shell eggs in the Un1ted States increased a net amount

of 86,000 cases. Tnls was the first time on recdrd that for January as a
whole, a net 1nto-storage movement of ¥hell eggs hag occurred. The change

in holdlngs of shell eggs durlng January apparesntly was due almost entirely

to changes in nr1vately owned stocks; "the gquantity reported held by the WFA
decreased 2,000 cases. during the month. Total holdings of shell eggs in the
United States on February 1, though at a seasonally low-.level, were more

than 547, OOO ceges larger than a year”éarlipr ~~ about 3-1/2 times as great.

-{ 1

Storage stocks of frozen eggs began to show net. anreases in the

first week of February, or about 3 weeks emrlier than .in - 19b3 “Up to
mid-February, nowpver “the net into-storage :movement 2t 35 markgts averaged
the shell egg equlvalent of less than 10,000 .cases weekly- .During the month
of Januery storege stocks of frozen eggs were reduced the equivalent of K49, 0G

cases., OUn February 1, holdings of frozen eggs in the United States totaled
2.2 million cases, shell egg equivelent; compared with 1. 6,m11110n cases

a year esrlier, The February 1 holdings were the largest .ot record for

that date except for the 1938 stocks of 2.5 million cases.™" -

The shell egg equlvalent of shell and frozen eggs was reduced
463,000 cases during January For producing dried egg during January, drying
plants used the equlvalent off 602 000 cases of frozen egg, 254,000 cases of
storags shell eggs, in addition to 1,274,000 cases of fresh shell eggs. ©On
Februery 1 storage stocks of eggs totaled 2.9 million cases compared with
1.8 million camses on Februrry 1 last year,

Dried Egg Output Unchanged in Januery

- The War Food Administration snnounced on December 30, 1943, the
<resumption of dried egg purchases for the 1944 season. The maximum purchase

prices that have been announced so far this yesr -~ through March —= have

been the same as those of a year earlier, To date this year, however, the

maximum prices to be paid have been announced:from time to time rather

then for the entire season. Purchases have heen made on the offer and
-mcceptance basis at prices not exceeding the announced maximum levels, .
. Through the third week of Februsry the War Food -Administration hed purchased

a total of 32 million pounds of dried egg on the 1944 program -~ 26.5

million pounds for delivery in February and 5.1 m11110n -pounds for March.

Production of dried ezg in the United States during Jenusry toteled
21.6 million pounds compared with 21.5 million pounds in December 19“3 and
12.0 million pounds in January 194%3. -

Poultry Marketings Larger than a Yeer
Earlier but Declining Seasonally

Marketings of poultry, as indiceted by receipts of poultry av,
midwest primery markets, increased contra=-seasonally during the first helf
of January, and then declined seasonally through the first helf of Februory.
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Reported receipts at the midwest plants, however, were continuing much
‘greater than previous records for corresponding periods. In the second half
of Januery receipts of fowl at midwest markets were about 145 percent larger
then a year esrlier; in the first -half of February the percentage increase
over a year previous was about 40 percent

Receipts of freshly dressed and frozen poultry at principal
markets in the first 6 weeks of thls year were 9 percent larger than a year
earlier. These data, of course, are not necessarily indicative of the
rate of total civilian consumptlon compared with a year earlier, since they
include shipments for the armed forces and intermarket movements of frozen
poultry. Nevertheless for the Nation as.a whole, it appears that the increase
in marketings of poultry in January 194l compared with a year earlier sbout
offset the effects of the restriction order covering storage poultry on
civilisn supplies, - !

-

Prices of Poultry Continue Firm

Wholesale prices of most live and dressed poultry rose to-ceiling
levels in late December, following a period of seasonally heavy marketings
during which prices for several claggifications were a little below
ceilings. Since late December quotations for most items have been atb
ceiling levels, In the last several weeks demand for freshly dressed
birds st ceiling levelgs has grestly exceeded available supplies.

The average price received by farmers for chickens in mid-January
was 23.9 cents per pound compared with 24.4 in mid-December 1943 and 22.1
cents in January 1943,

Storage Stocks of Poultry Increased
Contra-Seasonally During .

January

Primarily because of the storage program for the armed forces and
FDO 91 restricting the sszle to civilians of storage poultry, there was a
net increase of 14 million pounds in storage stocks pf poultry during
Jenuary. The incrsase in holdings, of course, was made possible by continued
heavy farm salesof poultry. In every year from 1931 through 1943 stocks
of poultry declined during January. From 1917 through 1930, however,
stocks had increased during January in all but 3 years.

Stocks of turkeys increased more than usual during January =-
about 12 million pounds. Thus turkeys accounted for most of the increase
in total poultry stocks. Stocks of broilers, fowls, and miscellaneous
poultry increased slightly, but stocks of fryers and ducks were reduced,
Stocks of poultry in the United States on February 1 totaled 240 million
pounds, an all time record and 69 percent larger than a year earlier.

The stocks on February 1 this year, as indicated szbove, include some
guantities purchase as part of the poultry storage program for the
armed forces.,
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OUTLOOK

BACEKGROUND.~ The strong wartime demand for eggs has resulted
in steady increases in prices received by farmers for eggs
since early 1941 after allowing for normal seasonal variation.
The mid-month prices received by producers was higher than a
year earlier from mid~March 1941 through mid-December 1943.
The average price received by farmers for eggs in 1943 was
approximately 37.6 cents compared with 29.9 cents in 1942,
The 1943 price was the highest on record except for the 1919
and 1920 prices of 41,3 cents and 43.5 cents, respectively.

Movement of Feed Grains Improved
Somewhat Further

Supplies of feed grains for shipment to deficit areas and to industrial

users became more freely avallable after the turn of the year than they were

in the fall months of 1943. The national position on feed supplies, however,
T is essentially unchanged from what it was a few months ago. The supply of ‘.
feed grains per grain-consuming animal unit on January 1 was about a fifth
smaller this year than last, mainly as a result of the record number of live~
stock on hande Livestock numbers may be reduced to some extent during 19Ul
but the demand for livestock feeds probably will continue to exceed that of
1943, at least until summer. Beginning in early summer, feeds from 19hk
harvests will begin to become available. Heavy snows in early February
improved .the moisture situation, and crop prospects in northern sections of
the mid-west where precipitation had been below normal for several months.

Prices of feed grains probably will continue at or close to ceiling
levels during the rest of the 1943 marketing year.

Parmers Intend $o Purchase Fewer
Ohicks in 1940

The sharp drop in prices received by farmers for eggs, together with
considerably higher feed prices compared with a year earlier, has resulted
in a considerable drop in the prospective springtime demand for chicks relaw
tive to the demand that prevailed in the main hatching months of 1943,
The egg-feed price ratio in mid-February, based on changes from mid=January
in wholesale market quotatione for eggs and feed, apparently was around
20 percent below a year earlier, compared with 29 percent lower in January,
and 14 percent lower in December 1943. The ratio has been below average
since last October. If feed prices continue at present levels through the
spring period and prices received by farmers for eggs are about equal to
those of a year carlier, as now appears likely, the egg~feed price ratio
in the main hatching months would be around 15 percent bvelow the exceptionally
favorable ratio in the corresponding months of 1943 but slightly above average
for the spring periocd, Based on usual relations, a change in the egg~feed
price ratio of the extent indicated above would result in a drop of 5 to 10
percent in the number of chickens raised, or a total number raised of 830 to
€80 million head compared with 926 million raised in 1943. The national goal

for 1944 calls for the raising on farms of 897 million birds (excluding
commercial broilers),

-
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Crop correspondents indicated as of February 1 that they intend to
purchase for laying flock replacement purposes, 17 percent fewer baby chicks
(including custom-hatched chicks) this year than they bought in 19473,
Farmers purchased from commercial hatcheries in 1943 about 84 percent of
the total chicks started. A reduction in numbers of chickens raised in
line with a 17 percent decline in purchases would result in a total number
below the 1942 level of 795 million but well above the 717 million raised
in 1941. The intended decreases in chick purchases, by regions, ranged
from 12 percent in the South Atlantic and East South Central regions to
29 percent in the Pacific Coast States. Regional data are shown in the
following tables

Intended purchases of baby chicks in 194l

(Based upon February 1 reports from crop correspondents)

; Piﬁi;g::: ; Sexing classifications as percentages of total
Geographic f asi;eizl;it_: Baby chi fks bo ugh’: in 19’13: Int ended:purchase:s in 19’-!-1%
areas ¢ ages of :Straight: Pullet :Cockerel:Straight; Pullet :Cockerel
: 1943 pure § run : chicks ¢ chicks ¢ run : chicks ¢ chicks
H chases : H : : :
: Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent DPercent Percent
New England eesd 80 8 32 10 52 39 9
Middle Atlantics T4 73 18 9 70 23 7
E. N. Central .: 8y 76 20 4 T4 22 Y
W. N. Central . 87 80 15 5 79 17 Y
South Atlantic @ 88 83 13 L 83 1 L
E. S. Central .: 88 80 15 5 82 1 Y
W. S. Central .: 80 80 15 5 78 18 Y
Rocky Mountain 79 76 17 7 73 22 5
Pacific Coast o 71 70 26 i3 60 37 3
United States: &3,4 77,4 17.2 R 75.7 20.1 L,2

e

The information given above on farmers intentions was compiled
immediately after one of the sharpest declines in egg prices on record.
Farmers will make final plans for purchasing baby chicks in 1944 during
the main hatching season on the basis of price relationships and other
conditions then prevailing, or in prospect as farmers view them. A firm
egg market in the spring period at prices equal to those of a year earlier
would suggest to farmers that the underlying demand for eggs continues
strong, and thus would tend to result in a smaller reduction in numbers
ralsed than is indicated by February 1 intentions. This tendency would be
strengthened should the feed-distribution situation continue to improve as
it has in past weeks. Farmers' purchases of baby chicks exceeded their

Feﬁruary 1 intentions by 4 percent in 19&3 and 1942, and by 17 percent in
1941,
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January Hatchery Produetion gg Percent
Under a Year Barlier o e

The demand for hatchery chicks as indicated by vprevailing chick pur-
chases and prices, continued weaker than a year earlier through January.
The output of baby chicks by commercial hatcheries in January was 20 per-
cent smaller than in January 1943. Hatchery production”in the U4 menths
ended January 31, l9ﬂh,-was 14 percent smaller than a year earlier,. This
largely represents a decline in numbers of chicks purchased for commercial
broilers, since relatively few chicks for laying purposes are started at
that time of year. Most commercial broiler chicks started since October 1,
1943, will be included in the 1944 commercial broiler production, the
national goal for which is 201 million head or 81 percent of the tentative

indication of the 1943 -output.

The number of eggs set during January was 10 percent smaller than
a year earlier, The number of chicks on order February 1 for later delivery
was 26 percent larger than the number on order on the, corresponding date
last year. The increase in the number of chicks on order largely reflects
earlier placing of orders than last year. The prospective demand for chicks
for -the season as a whole is considerably below that of a year earlier, but
probably will be relatively strong in the main hatching months — March
through May. ’

Farmers Intend to Increase Turkey ‘ ’
Production in 194k

The turkey-feed price relationship like the egg- and chicken~feed
price relationship, has been less faworable than a year earlier in the last
several months, In 1943 turkeymen intended to raise an all-time record
crop -~ 12 percent over the 1942 number. Because of a shortage of ‘hatching
eggs, however, actual performance in 1943 fell far short of the early inten-
tions. While fhe demand for poults in prospect as of February 1 this year
is not as strong as that indicated a year earlier, farmers reported their
intentions, nevertheless, to raise 2 percent more birds than they actually
raised in 1943 —= a total of 33,767,000 birds — which would be only 1 per-
cent under the record crop of 1940. With an & percent increase in breeder
hens on January 1, 19, compared with a year earlier, the supply of hatch-
ing eggs should be ample to achieve a 2 percent increase in turkey production.
.In fact, should conditions continue more favorable than last with respect to

ege gﬁitility and brooding, a new record high number of turkeys may be raised
in 1 .

Over-all demand in prospect is sufficient to absorb the maximum
number of turkeys that.could be produced with present breeding stock,
Primarily because of the tight feed situation, the goal for turkeys raised
in 1944 was set at 97 percent of the 1943 number, .

Numbers of turkeys farmers intend to raise in 194Y as percentages of
the number raised in 1393, by regions, are as follows: North Atlantic, 108
percent; Bast North Central, 115 percent; West North Central, 102 percent:
South Atlantic, 103 percent; South Central and West, 99 percent.
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Many of the mid-western States*show considerably. more breeder burkeys

on hand this year than last, but the Western Stafes accsunt’ for about 55 per=

cent of the total naxlonal in"rease in ahtual numbers.

3 P
,.-\._’,‘ :

*QCivilian Demand for Eggs Continues  :;~
Verz Strong g v
E]

, + e "1V111an disappearance of shell eggs in rec ent weeKs apparently
has been running fully 10 percent larger than thﬁ record of a year earlier.

Many retail prices recently have been' hearly equal to those of a year earlier,

indicating a very ‘strong current':demand by civilians for eggse. Supplles of
. eggs have accumulafed in many markets in the lzst seversl weeks because ege
" production has reésponded to unususlly favorable weather, while many of the
seasonal operations pertaining to eggs such as egg storing for civilians and
armed services, hatchlng. and egg dryxng are “timed" with the calendar.

Purchases of - eggs for other than 1mned1a$e civilian uses have begun
to increase and will increase sharply. further ia coming weeks.- Egg pro-
"duction will increase less than seasonally from-the January and early
February level to the $pring péak in.Aprile. Any increase in the civilian
’supply of eggs fron the January-February level after meeting the necessary
non-civilian’ requirements probably will De considerabdbly less than the usual
seasonal amount. Civilian demand for eggs, however, may increase as a

result of seasonal reductions in supplies of meat and some other competlng
items, Ce e ¥

Present estimates of requirements of dried whole eggs for’ War uses
in 1944 total sbout 297 million pounds. This includes anti cipated needs
for lend-lease of 217 million pounds, 2.2 million pounds.for Red.Cross and
other frlendly ‘nations, and 78 million pounds for United States military
and war services.  The above over-all requirement figure is not-necessarily
synonymous with reoulred total production-of dried egg, .since gtacks from
the 1943 WFA purﬂhase program may bé drawh on to some extent. Qn the other
~ hand, the requirement figure of 297 million pdunds does not 1nﬂlude guanti-
ties to be used faor ﬂ1v111an purposes. ‘ .

Bag production prospects for the year as a whole have not ﬁhanged
materially during the past month. The larger proportion of pullets and
better average quality of laying stock will tend to offset the effects on
the rate of lay of less favorable feed supply and feed price relationships.

Hence, without’ allov1ng for the affects of weather on the rate of production,

a rate of monthly output per bird about equal to a year earlier appears
likely. The reévised estimate of the nunber of layers on farms January 1,
,19hh was 6 percent. larger than on Janua ry 1, 19H3, but relatlve to a year
earlier the number apparently has de"lined since January l. . . | .

The average inventory value of chlﬂkens on farms had reached a new
all-time high on January 1, 1944, The average value per bird was $1.17 on
January 1, 1944, compared with $1.04 on January 1, 1943, and $0,83.on
January.l, 1942, The estimated total value.of chickens on farms. January 1,
1944, was 671 million dollars compared with 561 million dollars a year earli

€T
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On January 1, 194k, there were 572 million chirkens on farms compared with
541 million a year ‘earlier. The average valte of turkeys increased from
- $4.46 per head Jamuary 1, 1943, to $5.29 on January 1, 1944. .The aggregate
valua of turkeys was 40 million dollars compared with 30 million dollars a
year .earlier, The aggregate value of all livestock on farms was 9.5 billion
dollars on both January 1, 1943, and Januarj 1, 19Mhe

The greater number of eggs produced per -layer;is reflected in rela~
tively higher values per head. As shown in figure 3; the value per bird on
farmg now exceeds levels reached in the previcus war and post-war period
even though the price of eggs is lower. In addition to egg producing capacity
the value per bird is influenced by the price.of chicken meat and egg~feed
price relationships. In table 2 and figure 3.the value of a hens annual egg
production = number of eggs laid- annually per bird on farms Januvary 1 multi-
plied by weighted annual average price received by farmers for eggs ~~ is
compared with price of eggs and value per bird of all chickens on farms,.
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Teble 24~ Chickens, number on farms January 1 and value per head;
number of ch;qkens and turkeys raised, .price reoceived by
farmers fbr eggs. and vaLuezof eges laid annually per

© hen, United States, 1910-&& Lo

. § -

R sl :
R Chickens, . & . =. .gNEggs : . Number raised
o ) ! Weighted : Value 6f °
Value ¢ annual : :

A

¢t Number on

Year : . ., eges lald ) . . :
: farms ¢ per, . ¢ price- 3 & ¢ 'Chickens ¢ Turkeys
: Jan. 1 ! head : received : annuilly : ' S '
: v ! by farmers. per. aen Ce
: Millions ~Cents Gents Dollars . Millions -Millions
1910 : 35640 47,3 20.9 . 148 - 586.0
1911 ; 381.5 . U5.6 ATe500 1 w1425 '563.0
1912 ¢+ 367.3 . be,e ~20s@ v 1l.Uf 55740
1913 : 364, 7 Lg. 5. 1908 1.39 558.0
1914 36645 Lg,1 20.5 1,45 575.0
1915 379.2 46.5 19.4 1.42 56040
1916 369.5 ug,1 22,1 1.60 545.0 @
1917 359.2 594 31.8 2.28 55240
1918 : 363, 775 3640 2458 587.0
1919 : 391.4 95.5 41,3 2.99 RT4.0
1920 : 381.1 97.2 43,5 3615 5600
1921 370.1 893 2843 2,19 £00.0
1922 95,0 80,8 25,0 1.94 632.0
1923 12.1 4.6 26.5 2.07 660.0
1924 9 7641 26e7 1.98 662.2
1925 435.0 793 304 2.28 678.7
1926 : 438.0 8845 28.9 2.29 718,3
1927 : 461,0 90.6 25.1 1.95 750,14
1928 475.0 8548 28,1 2.13 700,0
1929 : 49,0 91,1 29.8 2.33 751.1 18.5
1930 h68.5 92.8 2347 1.84 777+0 17.h‘
1931 uug 7 70.3 17.6 .41 709.4 18.2
1932 gh 6l.5 14,2 1411 7355 22.3
1933 L 4,9 13,8 1.05 7501 23.2
1934 433, 9 42,0 170 1.26 AnIwit 2l.7
1935 3 90,0 5l U 23.4 1.87 65843 20.8
1936 3 Tl 1545 21,8 1.73 71540 28.0
1937 u23,9 65.6 21.3 1.76 601.1 25.8
1938 389.6 7546 2043 1.79 650.7 2649
1939 418.6 70.0 17.4 1.49 696.7 33.6
1940 43g,3 6045 18,0 1,52 617.0 34,2
1941 422,9 6544 23.5 2.15 716.8 3342
1942 474,.9 8342 29.9 2.82 794.8 3342
1943 3 540, 8 103.7 1/37.6 1/3.48 925, 7 33,0
1944 ¢ 572.5 117.2 2/768.3 2/33.8

1/ Tentative estimates.
2/ Based on intentions as of February 1, 194k.
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NUMBER OF CHICKENS ON FARMS JANUARY 1 AND VALUE PER HEAD;
PRICE RECEIVED BY FARMERS FOR EGGS AND VALUE OF
EGGS LAID PER HEN. UNITED STATES, 1910-44.
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Hens and pullets usually account for about 90 percent of all chickens on farms January 1,
thg §nnual seasonal peak. Hence, the value per bird on that date tends to reflect the profit-
ability of producing eggs during the preceding year as well as the current value of the carcass.
The larger number of eggs laid per bird and the more favorable egg-feed price retationship so

far during this war largely account for the higher unit value of birds than in the previous war
or post-war period.
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