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Much of the increase over a year earlier in egg production during the first 2 months of 
this year was th~ resultofurusually favorable weather. Civilian demand for eggs apparently has 
been stronger than a year ago but because of much larger suppl ies, pr ices have been lower. A 
record into-storage movement has occurred, but even more eggs would be moving into storage, and 
supplies would be better distributed over the year, if more storage space were available for 
handling this past year's record food production. The over-all demand for eggs for both civilian 
and war purposes in 19~~ as a whole is likely to be stronger than the demand that prevailed dur
ing 19~3. 



STATISTICAL SUMMARY 

A'fERAGE 1943 1944 !'CT. OF 
UNIT YEAR I T E !of 

PER 100 JANUARY FEBRUARY JANUARY FEBRUARY JANUARY FEBRUAJtY EARLIER 

Layers on farms, number 
lfet disappearance 1 

Number of eggs laid per hen 
Total farm production of eggs 
Stocks, eggs, U. S.: 2 

Shell 
Frozen 
Total 

Apparent egg disappearance, civilian: 
Storage shell eggs ••• 
Frozen eggs 
Total shell egg equivalent 

Dried egg production 
Commercial hatchery operations: 

Eggs set 
Chicks hatched 

Receipts: 
Poultry, dressed,_ four markets 
Poultry, live, Chicago 
Poultry, live, New York 
Poultry, live, Midwest, per plant 
Fowl (hens), live, Midwest, per plan 
Young stock, live, Midwest, per plan 

Stocks, pou1try:2 
Broilers 
Fryers 
Roasters 
Fowls (hensl 
Turkeys 
Ducks • ••• 
Misce11aneons and unclassified 
Total poaltry 

Prices received by farmers: 
Eggs, per -dozen . 
Eggs, parity price per dozen 
Eggs, perc~ntage of parity 
Chickens, per poune! • •• •. 
Chickens, parity price per pound 
Chickens, percentage of parity 
Turkeys, per pound 
All farm conmodities (1910-14 = 100) 
Chickens and eggs (1910-14 = 100). 

Wholesale prices, Chicago: 
Eggs, standards, per dozen 3 
Live heavy hens, per pound 
Live broilers, per pound 
Live roasters, light, per pound 
Live roasters, heavy, per pound 

Wholesale prices, New- York: 
Dressed broilers, 25-30 pounds per 

dozen, per pound 
Dressed roasters, 48-54 pounds per 

dozen, per pound 

Nil Zion 
,!,ndex no. 
K'U1R.ber 
NiL doz 

1933-42 
1833-42 
1933-42 
11l33-42 

332.8 
99.4 
7.32 

203.6 

1,000 case' 1933-42 193 
1,000 case 1933-42 1,556 
1,000 case 1933-42 1,749 

Nil. doz. 
NiL doz. 
NiL doz. 
Ni L Lb. 

NiL lion 
NiL Zion 

NiL Lb. 
NiL Lb. 
Ni L Lb, 
1,000 Lb. 
1,000 Lb. 
1,000 Lb. 

NiL 
NiL 
NiL 
NiL 
NiL 
NiL 
NiL 
NiL 

Cent 

Lb. 
Lb. 
Lb. 
Lb. 
n. 
Lb. 
Lb. 
Lb. 

Cent 
Percent 
Cent 
Cent 
Percent 
Cent 
Index no. 
Index no. 

Cent 
Cent 
Cent 
Ce"t 
Cent 

Cent 

Cent 

1933-42 
1933-42 
1933-42 

1933-42 
1938-42 
1938-42 
1938-42 
1933-42 
1938-42 

1933-42 
1S33-42 
1933-42 
1933-42 
1933-42 
1983-42 
1938-42 
1933-42 

1933-42 
1983-42 
1933-42 
1933-42 
1933-42 
1933-42 
1938-42 
1933-42 
1933-42 

1933-42 
1938-42 
1938-42 

, 1938-42 
. 1938-42 

11.8 
10.9 

238.1 

24.3 
3.9 
9.4 
9.90 
7.22 
2.94 

12.8 
13.0 
32.2 
23.l 
36.8 
3.8 

22.5 
144.3 

22.0 
28.5 
77 
13.4 
14.7 
91 
17.2 

104 
106 

22.6 
18.6 
18.0 
18.6 
20.2 

Dressed fowls, 48-54 pounds per 
dozen, per pound 

Cash farm inccrne: 
Total marketings 
Poultry and eggs 

Pr ice rat ios: 

• Cent 

./NiL. doL 

. Ni L doL. 

1933-42 

1933-42 

'1933-42 

1938-42 
1938-42 

22.8 

23.1 

21.0 

716 
63 

Chicago, broi1er-feep 
Ch icago, light roaster -feed 
Farm, agg-teed 
Farm, chicken-feed 
Farm, turkey-feed 
Farm, egg-laying mash • 

Laying mash, cost per cwt. ••••• 
Feed cost per cwt., farm poultry ration 
Wholesale food prices (1935-39 = 1001 
Retail food prices (1935-39 = 100) • 
Prices paid by farmers including in-

terest and taxes (1910-14 = 100) 
Retail prices (BLS): 

Roasters, dressed, per pound •• 
_ Eggs, strictly fresh, per dozen • • 

Nonagricultural employees' compensa-
t ion (1935-39 = 100) 

Lb. feo-d 
Lb. feed 
Lb. feed 
Lb. feed 
Lb. feed 
Lb. feed 
Dvnar 
Doll.ar 
Index no. 
Index no. 

Index no. 

Cent 
Cent 

Index no. 

1938-42 
l:l38-42 
1933-42 
1933-42 
1937-42 

1983-42 
1933-42 
1933-42 

1933-42 

1933-42 
1933-42 

1933-42 

14.1 
14.7 
20.2 
12.1 
13.'3 

1. 21 
95.8 
97.6 

128 

29.7 
36.4 

102.1 

326.5 
99.9 

9.14 
249.1 

198 
1,314 
1,513 

o 
7.3 

259.7 

16.9 
3.8 
8.5 
8.66 
7.38 

10.7 
10.9 
27.3 
19.5 
34.5 

2.5 
19.0 

124.5 

19.4 
25.2 
76 
13.7 
14.7 
93 
16.9 

105 
98 

20.7 
18.0 
19.0 
19.8 
£1.8 

22.3 

23.4 

21.0 

586 
59 

15.2 
16.5 
16.6 
12.1 
13.0 

1.23 
95.8 
97.6 

129 

30.3 
32.9 

102.7 

423.7 I 
98.6 
8.:17 

316.7 

214 
1,594 
1,808 

1.8 
14.4 

303.8 
12.0 

129.1 
55.8 

25.6 
2.0 
8.9 
7.97 
5.72 
2.58 

7.3 
10.2 
29.6 
30.6 
37.7 
2.1 

24.6 
14lLO 

39.0 
32.1 

121 
22.1 
17.9 

123 
29.2 

181 
186 

38.3 
26.0 
27.0 
31.5 
33.5 

33.5 

38.0 

32.5 

1,261 
135 

13.9 
16.2 
21.4 
12.1 
16.0 
12.8 
3.05 
1.82 

133.0 
133.0 

157 

44.4 
59.0 

218.4 

419.6 
99.0 
10.97 

383.7 

974 
1,507 
2.481 

o 
1.6 

277.4 
20.9 

263.6 
129.0 

16.3 
1.9 
9.4 
5.81 
4.48 
1.07 

5.81 
7.2 

21.2 
20.1 
30.0 

1.3 
16.1 

101.7 

34.2 
30.3 

114 
22.8 
18.2 

125 
28.7 

184 
172 

34.9 
26.0 
27.0 
31.5 
33.5 

33.5 

38.0 

32.5 

1,126 
139 

13.8 
16.1 
18.4 
12.3 
15.4 
11.1 
3.07 
1.86 

133.8 
138.6 

159 

45.7 
60.9 

221. 7 

445.1 
99.4 

9.97 
369.7 

765 
2,179 
2.944 

o 
o 

316.2 
21.6 

115.8 
44.9 

27.5 
3:4 

10.0 
15.58 
11.61 
3.54 

14.7 
20.7 
41.8 
69.7 
48.3 

2.2 
42.6 
40.0 

34.6 
34.5 

100 
23.9 
19.3 

124 

440.9 
98.9 
12.13 

445.5 

1,976 
2,652 
4,628 

o 
o 

307.9 
26.2 

283.6 
124.1 

20.4 
1.8 

11.8 
7.56 
5.92 
1. 25 

13.5 
17.6 
36.8 
59.6 
47.1 
1.6 

44.2 
220.4 

31.9 
31.8 

100 
23.7 
19.4 

122 
3'L4 _ 32.0 

196 
168 

196 
177 

34.9 
24.0 
27.5 
27.5 
27.5 

37.5 

37.5 

33.5 

1,545 
147 

12.1 
12.1 
15.3 
10.6 
14.3 
9.7 
3.68 
2.26 

132.6 
136.1 

169 

44.9 
54.3 

254.4 

33.5 
24.0 
27.5 
27.5 
27.5 

37.5 

37.5 

33. [; 

12.2 
12.2 
14.1 
10.4 
14 .1 
8.9 
3.60 
2.27 

132.1 
13(.5 

170 

44.7 
50.3 

lSee December 1943 Poultry and Egg Sl'tuatl'on for defl'nl'tl'on of, nd a method of computing, "bet disapt>earance." 

105 
100 
111 
116 

203 
176 
187 

o 
o 

III 
125 

108 
96 

125 
95 

126 
130 
134 
117 

233 
244 
174 
297 
157 
123 
275 
217 

93 
105 

104 
107 

111 
106 
98 

96 
92 

102 
87 
82 

112 

99 

103 

123 
i09 

88 
76 
7'1" 
85 
92 
80 

117 
122 

99 
101 

107 

98 
99 

116 

~d of month. Frozen eggs converted to case equivalent. 

3Fresh firsts January and February 1933-42 average and January 1943; current Receipts, February 194a; standards, 44 
pouuds, January and February 1944. 
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THE P 0" U L TRY AND E G- G- SIT U A T ION 
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Summary 

Egg production on farms in the first 2 months of 1944 was 14 p~rcent 

great.er than -a year earlier after adjustment for the' e'xtra'd.ay in February 

this year. Much of··this increase has been dUA .to a higher 'average rate of 

production per bird~ stimulated by unusually favorable weather. The number 

of,layers on farm~ has been about 5 percent larger~than in the corresponding 

p~riod of 194~. ':'C-he increase over: a year earlier in total egg production was 

• much smaller in early- March than in January and Fe'bruary. :But egg production 

is expected to exceed that of a year earlier well into the third quarter 

of 1944. Part of the current increase in output is being absorbed by a large 

into-storage mov'emant and by a large volume of'dri'ed 'egg production. The 
r 

tight situation c'encerning egg cases ~md storage faeili ties 'l1ill tend to 

hamper both the geographical and seasonal distribution of available Rupplies 

, and may result in temporary local surpluses and deficits. 
\ 

Wholesale egg prices strengthened somp 1pThAt itl the first half of l>1::-rch 

but in the third week of that month prices declined 1/2 to 2 cents uer dozen 

to lAvels about~O percent below a year earlier. The averAge price received 

by farmers for eggs in mid-Februpry was 31.9 cents per dozen compared with 

34.6 cents in Janupry and 34.2 cents in February 1943. Civilian cons~~ption 

in January And February I h01.orever, apparently had increased over a year earlier 

more than would normally be Accounted for by the slightly lower retail prices, 

reflecting a record high civilian demand for eggs. 
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The demand for baby chlcks seems to have strengthened ~ome',rhat in 
........ 

:Fe'bfu"8:ry 'and '9aTJiy Mar9h· . .But"·the over-a.l..l chick demand, as' indicf'ted by the 
- - ~ 1 ~ '. • 

, ..... 
volume purchased and Dr~vailing chiak px~ces, continues below that of 

I.., . 

~·year'8go. Hatchery ptbduction in February was 7 ~ercent under 
, , . .. '. . . ~: ,~"~ 

.':! Y~ar. e.s.l"l ier; after adjustment for the :e7tr~· ftay- thi s year . 
• .,-'" ',~'- .. ,. ~ • ..J -~ • ~ ---.:: ,,'! . I :" 

thpt of a 

'. ~ .. ~ I 

I'''' 1 

'. '.-,:: l= .. : .. Current marketings 'or"chicke:ns :;'y fEU.:mers apparently are continuing 
", \ ",.: '_f .,. ~ " !~ ;1" • '" . 

... I ; .~.r .. f.,,' • • ' • ~ ~ 

. "':'l-al'1g-er. 1(han a year earlier about in' propor'W..on to the larger number now on 
.f ~. J <? 1> V.:-- v." J ~i'" :-:;::... r r . J" ;., ... "/. ... 

farm.~ GP~p'ared wi th last year. J3ut at. ··oeil ~ng prices consUmers proba.bly 
J A : ~-) .J . f ... . ! '"\'.~" ~., '. 

~ .' .... '1 ........ 

wou,l~.b.e .~ii~~i.ng to purchase':;consi:d-el"ably':m9r~."poultry than is aV8.il?-bl'3. 
''-' .." I :. - • ~ , ':' '\ • • '. ' ' '\ " -. • ~ . - _. ! " \ • ~ 

" The United States Army iuartermast~r Cor]?s has lJurchased pbout all 
• 1; .r-·r ,'" ,.":- 11,'r' \.11" .~,. . ". • ,r"~ ~ "I ~ 

,; ~. ' 

st.~rag.e.J>ou;L try needed for' t11e :prmed :;f'orce~ out of the total quantity set 

: , 
, •• "~ '"'t - ,. 

• 
. . .... ! ¥~ • 

. ;."as~~~. ~.o:r ,s~ch p~rp~'s~s ~~. Deceinbe'l' 29, 1943 ur~d~r F:rjO··9{.' 
~ ~ • " ...... <.' 

. ,,:, ": . '.' ~ha.$e,d by the. t.(,uart~rmaster Corps has been ... ;re~~a~ed ~or s~le in ci v?-lian 
t • , : ~ ~'''' '. .Y',",.:' ... . ..: .. ,'; " 

Poultry ~ot pur-

... ":.. ::!f" l,clfl;lnn~:J..s. A net out-of-storage lno'vem~\t of -poultry began in early February, 
., "',': ~~""!'f~ .~~ , _,r' ~,."".~._.~.~ 

.' .. '., i r. . but Ot;l, Mar~h 1 ~otai holdings in~j}iUd~ng q.1.l~tit~es owned by militpry and other 
., ". -", ,"'~~: ,." l,:_-•. ,.~, ' .. ,( ',J. :. "],".-' ,:' 

'r.rar· s~rvicest were more than doub.le th!3- .!:i.tocks of a year earlier and '''ere the 

1.' .. 
; "~ ~. ... • • , " r, .. • J', ~":"; oJ • ';' ... ' :> .~,' ;':', . 

'larges~ ~ver recorded' for tha.t ',date-.... " ' 

i""'''' 

...•. 

1 .. ~ '" 

" .~ . ~ . . , 

,''l.; : 

\, ", ~ 

RE CEl~ :D.EVEL<J;?I'ilENT S 
. , . ..{~. !J: ~ "',,·7.t 

.' ·Numbers of LAyers De~iined. Le-fis.; ',. ~'" 
·Than·:''g~·aaori811.Y -::frOJ1l J'c3flu;Ty .. ': :- ;'., ':' ; . .' 

" :~. J 

1-1arch 21, 1944 

-. -.,. .' 

. t.o February .' , '. I. "'.' • 

. -f ,;';,. ',. 'f':'" 'c' • J ' • '." -r:'": • ':" ", .. ~' •. '; 
... .... ::> - ", ~. • 

.''" .. ". Farmers culled th'eir: po.tenH~l..l.:-tyi~g flocks heavily in the closing 
weeK~' o'f "19~1(>;.{and:-in. t~e first part o"f J·81'1l'aty:·lg44·., .. Most birds retR.ined 

" .. ?-t:ter Januery alJpar"lnt1;;··~i~re< Qf·,;a:q.u.a.l.,i~'y that would ''''''''rr~mt· their being 
kept tlirougn th~ mail). period of flush spr"i'ng pI'od.uction. Des~i te the l01'Ter 
egg p.!ices than a 'year" ~arUer,;u.d: a .lolATer than average egg-feed price rat io, 
the Culnri~. ra;t:e i~~ l.at~. ~a~uary and' Febini.ery· apP$rently 'ATas slightly belo~ 
the lq33-42 average.' The-'nU.'!lb'$z::.9t·,;Lay~.rson farms during February - ... 4l.,n 
million head -~ was 5 percent larger than in'February 1943 and 35 percent above 
the lq33-42 average for that month. 

The ra.te of ~roduction per bird was fa.vorAbly affected by mild 
weather through the month of Febru~rYt lJ?rticulArly in the North Atl~ntic and 
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North 'e'en trai ' Sfates. :J;'he tlverage nurriber of egg~' 1 irld: 'daily -per bird in 
the tIni ted' -St~:;tes during Feb-runry was 7 perce!lt larger than during F8bruary 
1943. 

" With 5 percent ";no're hens on farms -than a year earlier, daily -production 
0"£ 8ggS during February "ras about 12 -percent gr"!f'ter than in Februflry last 
year. "But total output for the month l~as 16 percent greater than a year 

-earlier, as there '.ras 1 more day in February this yf3ar. In the first 2 '1lonths 
of lB44 , prod~dtion was greater than in the corre's1)onding months o"f lq43 by 
1.15 million dozens or 16 percent;' adjusted to a dai ly basis, it '''as 14 
percent higher. ' 

Tot~l egg production very likely continued larger than a :,rear e:.>rlier 
into March. But storms in some sections, particularly in the Midwest, tended 
to disrupt the flow of eggs to terminal merkets. Seasonal uses of eggs for 
storing and drying in recent l~eeks have continued a little 'greater than a ye?r 
ea,rlier, increasing seasonally along "~i th '-iuanti ties used for hp..tching; The 
combination of these circ\llll~ta,nces wi th a continued strong demand for curremt 
civilian uses resulted in some strengthening in wholesale egg markets in e?rly 
March. In the third week of MarCh, ho,.Tever, market sUDPlies of eggs again 
exceeded current outlets and prices declined from 1/2 to 2 cents per dozen. 
After that decline wholesale prices '·rere around 20 percent below ~ year 
earlier. ','The tight storage situation et major storing -points apparently 
contributed indirectly to the decline in egg prices. 

" The average price received by fprmers for eggs in mid-February was 
31.9 cents per dozen compared wit,h 34.6 in January and 34.2 in FAbruary 194-3. 
Prices paid by farmers for poultry feed increased very slightly from J~nuary 
to February, SO the egg-feed price ratio declined betl~een mid, -JanuRry 
'and mid-February about ,in -proportion to the seasonal decline in egg prices. 
In mid-February the ratio was 23 perc~nt below a yaer earlier~and 15 percent 
below the 1933-42 average for thRt month. 

v1ar Food Administration Continues 
Purchases for Price SUpl)Ort 

In early March egg supplies did not acc\llllu1ate in large tAr'1linal 
markets at as rapid a rate as in JanuRry B,nd F7lbruRry. In smaller markets of 
the country, however. particularly near mid-1'restern producing areas, supnlies 
acc\llllulated to some extent and eggs were purchased for -price support pur~oses. 
In the 4 If/eeks ended March 18 the \'TFA purchasad 146,593 cases of shell eggs. 
The total quantity of shell eggs ~urchased for price support purposes from 
the beginning of the l)urchasing -I)rogram in la.te December 1943 through 
March 18, 1944, was 385,354 cases. . ' 

~TFA Now Purchasing Dried Egg for 
, Delivery Through January 1945 

In early 'March 1944 the WFA announced maxim\llll 1)rices at ·"hich the 
Office of Distribution will consider offers of dried "rhole eggs for delivery 
in the April-August period. The price schedule for dried egg in lq44 provides 
that premiums will be paid for product '"i th a higher palatHbi li ty score and 
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containing solids in excess of certain suecified lev~ls. No offars for 
deliv8ry of dried whole egg beyond August 31, 1944, will be considered urttil 
such ,time ,as the,'<!~Ter ,has J,n~e co~t~.aete, with p go~erIU!lenta.l p..,geney for 
deliv~ry' of~at l~a~t ~O,pare~nt Qf'the capacit¥ of his plant for the peif6d 
F~bruary-August 1944." , , ' 

, , On January ,1-. 1944, the 'lFA l?egan tc? 1)urchase dried egg for, the 1944 
dried egg procurem.ent p.;'qgram.. ,No addi tioI).al dried ~gg "TaS, -pUrchased for 
delivery in January. $i~ce Durchas~s for delivery in that month were made 

. during 1943. Purcha~es through ijar~h ~g under'the 1944'program~ according to 
the months in·,.,hioh deUv91;'y .. is s~he9.uled., were as follows: Feb-ruAry, 27' 
millhln pOlm~S;, Mar·ch. 19 million pounds; ~n·r'ii. nearly 11' inil Uon ~ounds; 
MaY,3 million pounds; June, Juli~ end AugUst about '2 miliion -po,~ds each,' 
September, October. November. December, and January 1945. 300';000 1)o-und's' eech. 
In~ a.dditio~ t.o, lend-lease re,qu'-r.e..rn~n~s. it is estimated tha.t about 78 million 
"ppunds- o€ ,dT'~ed~ egg, 111111 be n'eeded lor JIlili tary ~nd- war services. 

• ~J • • 

, Produc,tion' o.f dried egg in the 
26.2 million pounds compared with 21,.6 
m'illion pounds in February 1943.. ~ 

Record Into-Storage Movement of ~ggs 
in February , 

Uni ted St~.tes dur'ing February' tota.led 
million pounds in JanuAry ·and 20.g: • 

-":' 

Large marketings of eggs and nrevai\ing low sh811 egg n~ices rel~tive 
to prices in prospect to'''9-rd the end of the yef'r "rere conducive to heavy , 
storing operations during February.' -PA,rticulflrly at pofnts outside the 35 
m~rket cities~c-The into-§tQrage mo~em.ent for both shell ~~d frozen eggs was 
by flilr"the large~t!, on rec~!d for the month of February: On March'~l. storage 
stocks:Qf shell eggs totaled nee.rly 2 million cases comppred with'less than 
1 mill%on.-',eases on ~rch 1,·1943. ~~lje shell egg equiv~lent of frozen eggs 

_in' ~tor-age on March,l. 1944. '<I'ac; 2:7'iYd,ll.ion cases comparad witll--l'.5 million 
. ;cases on March 1., 1943. T~e shell-egg:eq~iv~lent of'shell Rnd fr~zen Pggs 

in ~torage March 1 was 4.6 million cas'es comnAred with 2.5 million 'c~ses a 
yea.r p.Arlier. 

Mal'ket reports indicate that since ,early, M~~h-fairly 18.rge qUl'l.nti tie'" 
of shell eggs have been purchased by the armed for'ce'i -nnd stor.ed ,for._.-~se 
lAter in the ,year. 

Poultry Marketings Now at 
Seaspnally Low Level-.- -- . 

Farm ~arketings of chickens have declined eon~iderably'from the 
season"l peak .of l::lst fA-II. In ,el'rly 1-4?rch, pverage weekly ·'recei-pt s per -plAnt 
in the Midwest were about 6,000 pounds, com-o'?red wi th a pe~ of "52,.000 pounds 
in 1 week of November 1943. Receipts in recent 'deeks. though much :'l1'lrger 
than a year earlier. have been about the same as in corr~sponding weeks of 
1942. Since lC)42 relatively large ?Jnounts cif r~id'..i~,S~, p~)Ultry hav.e, 'be-en , . 
marketed directly into local consuming ch~nnels. Hence, ' current dRtR,for 
Midwest primA-ry m0rkets,are not fully comp~r~ble ~ith d::lta for eArlier ye::lrs, 
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so far as indications of ch~ges in volume of m~rketings are concerned. The 
difference in comuarRbility ~ppnrently is most pronounced in the lptA ~inter 
and early spring when p, r"'l~ti vely large proportion of current marketings 
is consumed locally. 

The smaller volume of commercial h~tchings in the late months of 1943 
comp~red with a year pr~vious suggests that current marketings of commercial 
broilers probably are smaller than a yeAr RgO. But 'oTith larger marketings 
of all chickens from general farms and l~rger currAnt net withdrawals of 
chicken from storage, compared ",i th a yenr earlier .. supplies of poultry 
availnble for civilians probably are about equal to the record supplies for 
this season of a yeAr ago. 

Prices of Poultry Continue at 
Cei ling Levels 

Demand for freshly dressed birds at ceiling price levels has continued 
to exceed flvailable supplies. Ho'"ever, the excess of demand over supply at 
ceiling prices apparently is not ~lite as large as it was a year ago, probably 
beceuse civiliAn supplies of red meat -have been some,,,,hat le.rger. 

The average price received by farmers for chickens in mid-February was 
23.7 cents per pound compared with 23.9 cents in Janu?ry and 22.8 cents in 
February 1943. 

Storage Stocks of Poultry Decreasing 
Seasonally 

- In the early part of the current out-of-storage 'Season, withdrawals 
of poultry from storage were restricted through FDO 91. This order was issued 
on December 29, 1943, and ~rovfded that all poultry in storage on December 30 
was to be set aside and offered for sale to the armed forces. By mid-March -
Virtually all poultry that was in storage at the end of December and subject 
to FD09l had been offered to the ar~ed forces. The ~rmed forces nccepted 
slightly more than the 70 million pounds thpt were scheduled to be uurchased 
while that order was in effect. 

Poultry not accepted by the armed forces was putomatically released for 
sale in normal civilian ch~els. Storage holdings of poultry increased 
contraseasonally during January but h~ve been declining weekly since the 
beginning of February. On Maroh 1 stocks of poultry totaled 220 million 
pounds compared ,Nt th 240 million ··)ounds a month earlier. 102 million a yeFiX 
earlier, and the previous record for March 1 of 179 million pounds in 1942. 
Stocks of all major calsses of poultry decreased during FebruBry. but on 
March 1 stocks of each class were lrrger than a yeAr ea1I'lier 4 • 

~;1~i~~ 

OUTLOOK 

BACKGROUND.- In 1943 farmers raised pbout 934 million chieksDs, 
on f~rms, exclusive of commercial broilers -- 18 per~ent more 
than in 1942. This large number of chickens r~ised enabled 
farmers to sell a record voluTne of birds, ,·,hile incr8f-lsing the 
average 'Jize of flocks to ? new record. Sales of chickens by 
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f'armers'by"qua.rter'S in 1,943,' ns, perc ent i3-ges of the yel'lrly total 
were"asfollows; J anuary-March~ 10.5' pel':ee{lt ; April-June. 
19.8 percent; July-September, 36.9 pe~cent: and October-
December. 32. 8 percen~\ ' " 

Demand For Hatchery Chicks Continues Below 
The ReCord of ~ Year' Ago' 

Compared ~~ri th a year eArlier the demand for,baby chicks as indiCAted 
by purchases and prices vf1ries greatly among are,as of the NatA,on. But for 
the country as a whole the average demand appea:t's relRt i vely .,&, little stronger 
than in late January though moderately weeke~ than :the recQrd demand of a 
year ago. 

. " '.':.I 

The estimated output of chicks by commercinl hatcheries in February 
was 124 million chicks compared with 129 millili>n ',8 year 8nrlier -- a decrease 
of 4 percent or of 7 percent adjusted to a, daily basis. Ho,.,ever, the number 
of eggs set ,.,as 8 percent larger than in February 1943, or 4 porcent larger 
adjusted to a daily rate. On March 1 the numb8r of chicks booked for l",ter 
delivery was 2 percent larger'thlUl a year earlier. 

On the basis of average rel~,tionships in past years. 1'\. reduction of 
5 to'lO per-cent in the number of chickens raised would be exPected this year' 
because of less faborable price relf'tionships than a yep"r eRrlier. 1. As of 
February 1 farmers indicated ,tp,at they intended to nurchase 1.1- percent fewer 
baby chicks for flock-replacement Durposes'"in 1944 than th~Y""l:>urchased in 1943. 
But, as indicated above, the demand for chicks appears to have increased some
what in recent weeks from thatl,rhich prevailed in late January. Farmers 
usually decide jllst ho'" many chickens they will rai,9;6 by the end of Mayor 
early June~ 

- .' ... . " ... ;., 

:aeca1ise of. less 'favorable feed "supply and 'price relationships, compared 
wiht a ye'ar ago, fa:rni-ers ,are buying anj:n~rFlased proportion of sexed pullets, 
and large numbers of Leghorn cockerels are being destroyed in some areas, 
particularTlVon the 'Vlest Coast. A year ago very fe~., cockerels 1,,,9re destroyed. 

, .. l I : •. ~ . ~',' . . ~ , 

The"Rat~ll:in~season for turkey poults sta,1;'t~d unusuallY' early this 
year and a l~rgei" 'rl.umber of poults has be€Jrl. hatch~d. Hatcheries reporting 
',~urkey eggs. set in'Februarysho~'ea 1 .248, 000 egg~ l}~~ compared with 774,000 
in ~ebruary last year. The same hatcheries reported.' an increase of 18 percent 

,in,', the number of -poults on order March 1 for later' delivery. 
. ':. .' '" 

SUI?plie'~ sf, Paul tr~ 12. be Seasonally 
Small 'for' Several Weeks 

Poul trY' ·m~rke·tfngs reached a seasonally low level in february t but 
have been rUnning a little larger than a year earlier. Total sales of 
chick;ens by fa.rmers wi'll begin to increase seasonally ,d thin a few 1,reeks as 
mot.~" hens are culled from la.ying flocks, Marketings of old hens usually 
reach a secondary seasonal peak in June. 1"i th the primary seasonal -pAak in 
the fall. Marketings of young birds aiso will be seasonally heavy in the 
second half of the YAar, but probably not as large as a year eprlier "'hen 
more chickens "rer9 raised than is likely this yAar~ 'Phe su-p-ply of young 
chickens 1ITill depend in part on the volume of commercial broilers that is 
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ul timately produced. So 'fei-' t~is~'-;~~/.c~mm~rC-i~l broiler production for the 
Nation has been mOderatel;f'smal1er than a .;v:ear;"earUer. 

Egg Productio.!! to be Lar~er Thap., ~ Yea;; 
Earlier For Next Few MonthS'-' .-" ' -- --- -- - ,--

Egg production has increql,sedless thanseasona~ly from the record high 
level attained in Ja.nuary an~' r~'b~ary. ' Production in recent',f€eks probably 
ha.s been running larger than aye?r: earlier, about in proportion to the larger 
number of birds in flocks. The, rate of lay-per' bird vru·ies Ii ttle fro~ yec.r
to-year in the spring seasbn" 1~hen hens naturally lay heavily.. Total egg 
production will reach a seasonal peak in late Ap1'i 1 o,r eC':.:l.y May, 8,ld then 1,ri 11 
decline seasonally until ,November. Compared 'wi:ch a Y.~a.:r' ,0Br1i8,L') j): oduction 1"-_ 
probably will be ,l'arget du,ring 1944 ~"'''llil:'into the 'thi.cd, ,:)<:a'(,<;6;'-, >'f C!lo YAaI'. 

Laying flocks fo.,: the 1944:..-45 laying season probal:iJ.y wiL be> SIDc-L"l e.c :chan a 
year earlier becauss .of, the' pr',o.s-peotiv,e r--:duC't'ioni:r>:"chi~k'3ns raiS0<.!.' 0.1 farms 
for flock replaceme7;lt'/ 'This' ,wp,l begin to shOw up iI)., l'er1U.~ed egg j:.roouction 
by the end of the third qua~ter' of' 1944, -' 

• "j .• 

The prospective tota1,d~JD.and,for eggs for' the r~"'t of 1914,4 Is strong. 
than a year. earl;i.er. ' For 1944a6' a ,whole supplies of ,eggs A.:'" 30 1'[ni. be 
la,rger.lnsufficient egg cases and storing faclli ties" h9weve::', ',15,:,1 tand to 
hamper bo~h the geographi~a1 ~nq seasonal distribution 6f Available :;up-plies. 

Farmers I~tend To Cultivate' i Record,' " 
Acreage in 1944 ' - rj ,j , , 

The 1944 crop ,season to M~r'cih 1 was less favorFtble for fiAld crops 
, than the corresponding period last yePt.r and much less favoTE1'ole thr>n 2 Y8A.rS 

ago. It probably has not been fPt.!': from: average .. "however , Becent rAins !lave 
improved prospects ratMr"gerierally but ther.,e' has 'been' too much rain in most 
of the Southern State13'from Arkansas east'''Pt.rd and not enou.gh in pA.rts of the 
northern GrePt.t Plains, Mountain States,- and PacifiC' North'.lrest. 

As of March 1 farmers indicated tha.t they 'intend to plBnt and cuI ti VFltfJ 
a recoX'd acreage qf crops in '1944 - ... about 374 million acres compBreg. "ri th 3~\ 
million acres in' 1943.' For some of. the; ,m~",jor f'eed crops the prospective or • 
intended. acreage in 1944 a:e a perce,n:tage of 1943 are as +9110,..,.&..: ,porn, 102.5 
percent; oats. 108 percen.t; barley t ~7 ,percent; nnd grA,in sorghums, 103 
percent. Wi th yie~ds equal to average for 'recent typi,cal years the total 
production of feed grains in 1944 would be ~l~,~htly larger tb,A,n th8 total 
production in 1943. :But with a reduced carry-over of, feed grains in prospect 
a,t the end of the current feeding year, the total supply for the 1944 ... 45 
feeding year may be nearly the, srun~! ,~~ ,the, supply of\ aY8F,1r eprlier. 

The carrY-OVel", of feed grains--qor~. oata. b~,riey, and ,grain ,sorghums-
at the beginning of ;I!,l1e next, feedi)1g year is ;likely' to' be the smallest since 
1937. During recent weelCs there has ~beJn a marked decrease in receiuts of 
feed grains for shipment-to deficit 8.'reas and industrial users:'-a reversal of 
the tendency during yhe first weeks ~f ':],944,. ,and a return to, the trend that 
prevailed in the fall months of 1943. ' ,Wholesale feed'prices '~ere stea,dy 
during the past month. _ ".: C',' , ";', ' 

~ . ,- . . 
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Table 1.- Maximum price and supply controls for specified poultry and egg products, 

issued from November ~l, 1943-March 21, 1944 

------ ----- ----- ----- ---- ----- ---- ----- ~ ----- -----Title of order, issue date, : : 
effective date, reference in: Commodity Principal provisions of orders 
Federal Register ~nd agency: __ _ ________ _ 

: : . -------- -------
Amendment 19 to MPR 333 
Issued December 17, 1943 : 
Effective Decf')mber 17. 1943 : 
8FR-16999.· December 21-, 191+3; 
O.P.A. . '_.__' ': . .. 

Shell eg~.'s :Provided that consumer grade shell eggs obtained through 
War Shipping Administration and sold to operators of 
ships shall be 2-1/2 cents per dozen more than maximum 
base price. Procurement grades shall be 3 cents per 

: dozen more than such maximum price • 

Amendment 20 to MPR 333 'Shell eggs :Established maximum wholesale prices of shell eggs at 
basing point cities by weeks, December 27, 1943 through 
~eek beginning February 28, 1944., 

Issrrefr·December 28, 1943 
Effecti,veDecember 28, 1943 : 
8F.R-174$5. December 30. 1943: 
O.P.A.· 

· , 
Dried eggs ~Established maximum prices for dried egg products, purchased ,Amendment 21 to MPR 333 

18suea-February 16. 1944 
Et'fect-ive· r.!arch 1, 1944 
O .. P.A. 

: . : ' by Government agencies due to new specifications as to 
: : : ;·pala'tability scor-e and solid content set up by W.F.A. 
:~ :~ Allows an increase up tol-1/~ cents per pound for 
:; :: palat~bility score and up to,3 cents per pO'QIld f9r 

:. solid content above certain specified levels • 

Amendnient 22, to MPR 333 ~: 
Issued February 16, 1944 

. Effective March I, 1944 : 
9FR-18S5. February 17, 1944:: 
O.P.A. 

Amendment 23 to MPR 333 
Issued February 28, 1944 
Effective February 28, 1944 
9FR-2406, March I, 1944 
O.P.A. 

· " 

· .. 

.. , 
Frozen eggs !Allowed manufacturers an inCrease of 0.7 cents per pound. 

': for allfro'zen egg products for the month of March • 

Dried eggs 

, , . .. 
. , 

:Exempted from price control dried egg products manufac
:' tured under certain experimental 'specifications and 

aold to United States Army procurement agencies. .. . 
----- ----- ----- ----- -----. ----- ----- ----- --continued 
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Table 1.- Maximum price and supply controls for specified poultry and egg products, 
issued from November 21, 1943-March 21. 1944 - Oontinued 

, . 
intle 'O'f"'O'rder, issue date, ! ~ . ----: -- -- -- -- -- -
effective date, reference in: Oommodity Principal provisions of orders 
.Feder~l Register and agency ~ ~ -7--. . .;__ .,' . .'c;,·,:··:' __ 

.l\mendment 24,to MPR 333 
l'SSu:ed'March 4; 1944 
Effective March 4. 1944 
9FR-2557. March 7. 1944 

: , .,.' ~: .' '. .~. ",'.< ~ . -:.'~' 
:Esta:blished ma:x:~rilum bas.e prices for frote'Ii :a.:1d drieq.."e,.ggs 
i, thrOugh February of-'l945. Increased ceilirig price 1 

O .. ~P:. A. . • :~ ":. ;. . ' 

Amendment 25,t6 MPR 333 
Issued March 6, 1944. i.: 
Effective March 6. 1944 
9F.R-2612, March 8, 1944 
O.P.A. 

: 
• o 

· · :-
:
~ 

o· · 
.o .· · , · Amendment 21 to MPR269 :' 

Issued. December .13/ 19#.3 :; 
EtfectiveDecember 1.8.;: . .1943 :: 
8FR-l6793, December 15, 1943:: 
O~-P:.~A.·~ : ' 

· .. 
Amendment 22 toMPR 269 ,. 
Issued December~3l, 1943 
Effective December 31, 1943 
9F.R-95 , January 4, 1944 
0 .. P .. A. 

,-, 

Amendment 23 to MFR 269 · .. 
Issued December 31" '1943 : ' 

Effective October 11, 1943 : .. 
9F.R-96 •. January 4, 1944 
O,.P.A. · · · .. 

Frozen ~ggs 

Shell eg{<:s 

Poultry 

Poultry 

Poultry 

i cent per pound on dried whole eggs and 2 cants a pound 
:' on dried albumen and yolk. 

o' 
o 

:1:stablished Illaxiinum prices ·fQJ:.whoi~~ale grades .';i.. ·5;11e11· eggs 
:~ . for the' period from March 6 to May 27 inclusive. 
,.
o .' o 
t· 
o · . · 

... .. 

' .. ":;'''' 

..... 
.< ',. 

". 

:Fermitted an increase. of 1 'cen~ a .PRu,ud. over flla.ximUIn base 
:: pj;;i~e, at·sollers.shipping po'int for anydJ;'e~,$~4 poultry: 
;' item sold to United States Government agency. 

· ' · 
-:~ernii~t~d."ai;.' i1).crease overiiiax~ril1.rin~r.i~e!} (gr po~;tt:ry). items 

set as~'de fqrand purchased by. ·theUn~ t~d States. Government 
:; of 1;;'1/2 cents pe:i.' pound on sales amounting" tc less~han 

10,000 p01.J.nds" and 1 cunta pound~on'quantities of 10,000 
po.:md.s or "o'll;er, :. 

· · . " ~ 

:x:roi::i:ded" thE!.'t ':!dravn i-:ou1:t;ry in whole·, :qUEl.rters or halves 
: : cahnq'r cost i!I01:f: v1.1&1~ whale bird"" will not be effective 

~ .. 

: UIl'ti'l Febr~&I.Y l~', :!.544 although originallY' intended 
;"to becomE! E-ff8Ctj.V:; October 11, ·i943. Drawn poultry 
. rust be SGld. 8.l~d. L~.'..J livered to retail'ers and. 'ul timate 
: cOnSUtl1'JC8 1pJi thin a 30 nile radiu~ of the _point of 
. slau:ght€;!'~ 

---- :'-O'<:~nfinued--Ill, .......... 'e -;, 
, 
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Table 1.- Maximum price and.,supply controlsior. .~pecified"".pDultr.or'and •. e.g.g·:-"Pl'od."J.et'S', 
issued from November 21, 1943-March 21, 1944 - Continued 

'. , •. , ., ... '.. ItJ 

Title of order, issue date, : ----- ------
effective date, reference in: Commodity Principal provisions ofordars 
Federal Register and agency 

Amendment 24 to BM;llR 269 
Issued January 26, 1944 
Effective January 26. 1944 
9FR-I036, January 28, 1944 
O.P.A. 

Amendment 25 to RMPR 269 
Issued February 15. 1944 
Effective February 15, 1944: 
9FR-1941, February 19, 1944 
O.P.A. 

FD0-91 
. • 

Issued December 29. 1943 
Effective December·30t 1943 : 
BF.R-17502, December 31, 1943: 
W.F.A. 

- -- - --.--- -----r -

Poultry 

Poultry 

Poultry 

:Granted increase of 1 cent per pound over maximum ceilir-g 
prices for kosher-killed poultry in New York for a period 
of 60 days from January 26. 1944. Any person transport
ing live poultry to New York Metropolitan area for con
sumption may add from 1 to 3 cents depending on di~tance 
transferred. 

:Grade A broilers or fryers 2-1/2 pounds and under drawn 
weight may be used by the trade to be sold in parts as leg, 
back and neck, wings, breast, liver, gizzard and heart. 
Eliminated the provision limiting the sale of drawn poultry 
to a radius of 50 miles from point of slaughter. 
Established maximum prices for both raw an~ rendered 
poultry fat. 

:Set aside storage stocks of poultry until Government could 
obtain at least 70 million pounds for armea forces. Covers 

: dressed chickens 2 months old or more when slaughtered, and 
weighing 2 pounds or more, also all dressed and drawn 
chickens weighing 1-1/2 pounds or more and all fowls. 

- ----- --
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