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Wholesale prices of I ive poultry during the sarly and late part of 1944 were at 
ceiling levels. During the summer months, however, prices werebelowceilings reflecting 
the larQe suppl ies of meat at that time. 

Poultry prices for 19~5 wil I probably be at or near ceil ings due to large army 
procurement and allecl ine in the over-all meat supply of about 8 percent. 



STATISTICAL SUMMARY 

AVERAGE 1943 1944 
IT E .. UNIT 

PERIOD NOVEMBER 

L ayers on f anna, D1Imber NHlion 1913-41 311. ! 
Nwnber of ",go I aid per heD '"",ber 1983-41 5.57 
Total tam prodacti0'i of eggs Ni!. doz. 1983-41 145.6 
Stocts, eggs, U. s..: 

Shell 1,000 case 1988-42 2,001 
Fro ••• 1,000 case 1988-42 2, 487 
Total, shell and fro zeD .. 1,000 case 1988-42 4,488 
Dri"" whole eggs •••• 1(>1. lb. -- --

Jppar8ll t 'en di sappearance, ci ,.ili an: 
Total ohell egg equiyal ... t Hi I. doz. 1983-42 226.3 

Dried egg production Nil. lb. -- --
COOIIlercial hatchery operations: 

Bus set - Ni!lion -- --
Chicts hatebed Hi !lion 1983-42 15.2 

Receipts: 
Poultry. dressed, fonr markets Hi I. lb. 1933-42 72.6 
Poultry. live, Chicago Ni !. lb. 1988-42 6.5 
Pod try. liTe, New York Nil". lb. 1988-(2 11. 5 
Poultry. liTe, Midwest, per plan t • 1,000 lb. 19t3-4Z 30.9 
Fowl (beDs). live, Midl'!est, per plant 1,000 lb. 1983-(2 11.8 
Touag stock, 1\ Ye, Midwest, per plant 1,000 lb. 1983-U 18.5 

Stocks, poultrY: 
Broilers Nil. lb. 1983-42 14.1 
Fryers . Nil. Lb. 1933-42 13.3 
Roasters Nil. lb. 1983-42 28.2 
Fowls (Ilens) Nil. lb. 1983-42 25.8 
TlIrkeys Nil. lb. 1918-42 18.8 
Ducks Hil. lb. 1938-42 6.8 
Miscellaneous and unclassified ... Hi I. lb. 1938-42 24.1 
Total paul try Ni!. lb. 1988-42 131. 2 

Prices received by tanners 
Kggs, per doz.. • •••••• Cent 1933-(2 29.9 
Bggs, parity price per dozen 2. Cent 1983-42 39.8 
Bggs, percen'tage of pari ty - Percent 1918-42 75 
Chickens, per pouud Cent 1933-42 14.1 
Chickens, pari ty price per pound Cent 1933-42 15.0 
Chickens, percentage of parity Percent 1933-42 94 
TlIrkeys, per pouDd Cent 1938-42 19.2 
TlIrkeys, parity price per pound Cent 1938-42 19.3 
TlIrkeys, percentage of pari ty Percent 1938-U 99 
All flLl1ll'coomodi ties (1910-14 = JlOI Inde" no. 1981-42 112 
Chickeu and eggs (1910-14 = 1001 Inde" no. 1988-42 107 

'AoJ..aa1e prices, Chicago: ;s 
Cent 1988- 42 BUs, standards, per dozeD 28.8 

Live heavy beDS, per pound Gent 1938-42 17.2 
Live broilers, per po.a.d Gent 1918-42 20.6 
Li ve fryers, per pound Gent 1988-42 18.3 
LITe roasters, beavy, per pound Gent 1988-U 17 . 0 

YlIolesat.e prices, New Yort: 
Dressed broilers, 25- 30 pounds per 

dozen, per pound ........ Gent 1983-42 22.7 
Dressed roasters, 48- 54 pouDds per 

dozen, per pcund Gent 1983-42 22.2 
Dressed fowl S, 48- 54 pounds per 

dozen, per pouDd . Gent 1983-42 20.6 
Cash farm income: 

Total marketings Hil. dol. 1988-42 1,096 
Poul try and eggs Nil. dol. 1988-42 

Price ratios: 
Chicago, broiler-feed Lb. feed 1988-42 
Chicaio, light roaster-teed Lb. feed. 1988-42 
Farm, eu-feed Lb. feed. 1933-42 
Fan1\, cbickea-feed Lb. feed 193.'1-42 
Farm, turkey-teed Lb. feed 1931- 42 
Farm, en-laying masb Lb. feed --

L ayilt g mull, cost per crt, Dollar --
Feed coat per cwt. J farm poultry ration Dollar 1933-42 
Wholesale lood prices (1916-89 = 100) Inde" no. 1938-42 
Retail tood prices (1985-89 = 1001 Inde" no. 1983-U 
Prices paid ty farmers inclnding inter-

est aad taxes ( 1J 11-14 = 1001 Inde" no. 1983-42 
Retail prices (8L8I: 

Roasters, dressed. per pound Gent 1983-42 
BU'" at rictly t resb, per dozeD Gent 1988-42 

NonagricDltural ""'ployees canpensa-
tion (1981-89 = 1001 Inde" no. 1983-42 

lEnd of month. Frozen esc- converted to case equi valent. 

2Adjusted for seasonal vs.riation. 

113 

16.0 
14.0 
24.5 
11.6 
15.9 
--
--

1. 25 
101.6 
102.6 

132 

30.6 
44.9 

116.8 

DECEMBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER NOVEMBER 

333.3 404.3 435.7 404.0 
6.05 6.74 7.49 7.42 

169.6 227 .0 271. 9 249.8 

610 1,780 675 I 1,045 
1,991 4,597 2, 727 5,871 
2,600 6, 277 3, 402 6,916 

-- 56.1 45.8 110.1 

231. 9 286.8 306.7 302.3 
-- 22.2 21. 1 15.6 

-- 51.6 46.3 45.0 
16.0 35.4 29.6 29 .0 

66.9 66.9 59.4 57.2 
5.9 7.2 4.7 6.4 

12.1 13.8 14.0 11.9 
21.7 46.5 25.3 28 .8 
11.0 22.6 14.5 17 . 4 
10.4 23.4 10.3 11.0 

14.2 13.6 14.2 8.9 
14.9 20.2 20.7 16.6 
35.7 38.8 42.0 36.4 
30.0 60.6 68.7 89.8 
33.3 24.8 36.6 67.5 

5.1 3.2 2.4 5.2 
26.3 36.7 41. 5 43.8 

159.6 197.9 226.2 268.1 

28.3 47.1 44.9 43.4 
36.9 46.8 44.2 47.1 
76 10 1 102 92 
14.0 24.3 24.4 24.0 
15.0 18.9 19.0 19.5 
93 129 128 123 
20.1 32.7 33.3 33.8 
19.3 23.9 24.0 24.6 

104 127 139 137 
114 194 196 196 
110 18 ~ 187 177 

27 .0 44.2 40.7 42.0 
17.9 22.5 23.6 425 . 5 
19.6 28.2 26.9 
19.2 26.2 26.9 26.9 
18.9 26.2 26.9 29.0 

23.9 37.5 27 . 5 37.5 

22.8 37.5 37.5 37.5 

21.0 33.5 33.5 33.5 

942 2,005 1,692 2, 190 
107 231 225 240 

14.1 12.1 12.1 4 

13.9 12.1 12.1 13.4 
22.6 22.0 20.1 20.3 
11.2 11. 4 10.9 11. 2 
16.0 13.8 15.3 14.3 
-- 13.5 12.7 12.2 
-- 3.50 3.54 3.55 

1.29 2.14 2.23 2.14 
101.4 133.8 138.5 132.9 
102.4 127.3 137. 1 136.5 

132 166 167 171 

30.7 44.0 44.7 45.0 
42.2 67.4 63.9 66.3 

119.9 249.5 254.1 270.6 

3Fresh Fi rsts November and December 1933-42 Av .• Standards 44~lDs. November Bnd December 1943 and 1944. 

"No quo t ati.ons. 

DECEMBER 

418.9 
8.09 

28 2.2 

416 
4,442 
4,858 

107. 1 

314.7 
10.2 

48.2 
34.2 

54.8 
3.8 
2.3 

19.4 
13.8 
5.2 

7.4 
15.4 
32.7 
88.4 
72.4 

4.3 
47.5 

268.2 

44.5 
44.2 

101 
24. I 
19.5 

124 
34.6 
24.6 

141 
200 
189 

41. 6 
425 . 6 

27.4 
29.0 

37.6 

37 . 6 

33.6 

--
--

4 

13.1 
20.7 
11.2 
15.8 
12.6 

3.54 
2.15 

--
--

171 

-
--

--

CURRENT YONTH 
lAS PERC lNT OF 

YEAR AVER-
EARLIER JOE 

96 126 
108 134 
104 166 

62 68 
163 223 
143 187 
234 --

.103 136 
48 --

104 --
116 214 

92 82 
81 64 
16 19 
77 89 
95 125 
50 50 

52 52 
74 103 
78 92 

129 295 • 198 217' 
179 84 
114 181 
119 168 

99 167 
100 120 
99 133 
99 172 

102 130 
97 133 

104 172 
192 127 
101 136 
102 175 
101 172 

102 154 
108 143 
-- --

102 143 
108 153 

100 157 

100 166 

100 160 

109 200 • 104 212 

-- --
108 94 
103 92 
103 100 
103 99 
99 --

100 --
96 167 
99 131 
99 133 

102 130 

10 2 147 
98 148 

108 232 
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SUMMARY 

3 
5 

10 .. 

. vlholesale and retail J)rices of poultry meat for the next 6 months 

will be at ceilings, reflecting a strong civilian demand and large military 

requirements. Supplies of chickens, excluding -oroilers, will be less tban a 

year e?rlier because of the 20 percent decline in the number o~ chickens, 

raised in 1944 from 1943. Broile.r production, however, is increasing as 

evidenced oy the record December hatch in the New England States, the nrimary 

source of chicks for the Del-:J4ar-Va Peninsula and the Shenandoah:Valley. 

Little, if any, of ,this increase will go to civiliAns, since WFO 119 

Ala ,virtually prohibits the ~ale o~ chicken meat in the Del-Mar-Va Peninsula and t 

the Shenandoah Valley except to the armed forces. Thlring January the order 

was extended to the important broiler-growing areas of Georgia, Missouri, 

Arkansas, and Oklahoma. 

Farm egg production for the first half of 1945 will be significantly 

less than in the first half of 1944, due to the 10 percent reduction in the 

number of potential layers on farms January 1 from a year earlier. Civilian 

p'er capita egg consUBption is expected to continue at a record annual rate 

because of smaller supplies of poultry and other proteins and favorable 

consumer incomes. Military procurement probably will be as large as last year. 
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Thus, eggs avail~ble for dehydrating puruoses may be less in the period .. -.'"., .~~. "~'~"~"~"--

January thro.ugh Jt?ne' 1945 than in the corresponding period of 1944. ... ............ . . '" ,. . 

Accordingly, prices received by egg pr0ducers in the first half of 1945 

probably will averaf-e at least as high and may be higher than'in the saw' 

period of 1944, depending upon War Food Administration price-support and dried-

egg-procureme~t policies;··" -., 
'" .. ~. .. \ .. 

-
Farm egg output'in'December was 282 million dozen, 4 percent above 

the December 1943 record output. The 1944 farm egg production is tentatively 

estimated at. approximately 4.8 billion dozen, 6 percent above the 1943 record • 

and 58 p~rcent higher than the pre-wa~ '(1935-39) average. This large 

production resu1 ted from. the r,ecord number of uotentia1 layers on farms 

.TElnUary.1, 1944 -- 515 million ,birdl:' -.- plUS a rate of lRY per hen 

eggs -- which was exceeded only in 194? 
~ 

11? 

P.rices of poultry products during December and early January \>Jere 

f~rm and at or near ceiling leve~s. The December 15 farm egg price of 44.5 

cents per dozen showed a contra-seasonal advance of 1.1 cents from November 15 

, 

I 

but ,"'as 0.4, .cents belO\>1 December 15. 19l13. Wholesale egf- quotations from • 

D.ecember 13 .to January 1,8 were declining 8eacon~,lly in accordance with OPA 

pri ce regul8;t .. i.ons, and demand and sup'Y)ly factors anpear to be fa irly ,"'ell 

equalized. Ma.rket receiuts of ef:{!S during la.te December and early <Tanuary 

1IJere below t:he urevious year, ,but bEccause of declines in egg drying" the 

quantity of eggs available for civUians appears to be at a high level. 

The supply. of poultry meat in early January was short of demand at 

ceiling prices by a wide margin. This was especially evident in the New 

England States which ordinarily obtain a large portion of their poultry mea.t 

supply from areas covered by WFO 119. 

-- January 22, 1945 
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OUTLOOK 

BACKGROUl{D._ The lQ4u developmentR in the po~ltry and egg 
industry indicate the sharp changes, especialJ.y in price, which 
may transpire in such a flexible industry. buring the first 
half of 1944, especially from March through June, a record egg 
production, accompanied by a "Teak demand for dried eggs and 
marketing diffieulties, resulted in a burdensome egg supply. 
At that time (the flush production season), it was necessary 
for the Government to take all possible actions in suuporting 

, egg prices at 90 percent of parity as rtquired by the Steagall 
'Amend..llent. "/FA insti tutf3d purchase programs a,r,d brought ap­

proximately 5-1/2 milUon cases of shell eggs plus 61 million 
pounds of dried egg above the original procurement schedule 
of 185 billion pounds of dr::'ed egg. '~rices received by egp; 
producers during the second quarter decl:'ned to an average of 
27.5 cents per d07en -- 90 percent of parity. 

Reflecting declines in the supply of other forms of 
proteins and continuation of higher consumer income, civilian 
egg consumption during the last q~~rter of 1944 was at a 
record annual rnte and was about 4 percent above that of the 
fourth quarter of 1943. The unusually strong dempnd for eggs 
resulted in an ir.1proved price situation. There Was a contra­
seasonal increase in price from mid-November to mid-December~ 
despite seasonally increasing nroduction. The average price 
received by farmers for eggs in mid-December was 44.5 cents 
per dozen, 101 percent of parity seasonally adjusted. 

A similar situation existed with respect to poultry 
prices. During the summ8r, demand was weak because of a 
fairly large met'tt supply and a relatively small procurement 
of poul tr;r b~r the armed forces. Smaller poultry marketings, 
reflecting the 20 percent decline in numbEr of chickens 
raised in, 1944 fro~ 191.:j, and large increases in army pro­
curement of meat and noultry, held wholesale poultry prices 
up to ceiling levels in the last quarter of 1944. 

Farm egg production for 1944 is estimated at 4,790,000,000 
dozen, 6 percent a.bove the previous record of 1943 and 51 
percent above the 1933-11 2 average. The number of potential 
layers on farms at the beginning of 1944 was 6 percent above 
that of 1943, a.nd dur~ng most of 1944 was larger than a year 
earlier. The rate of lay (on a hen house basis) during 
1944 , was 112 eggs p'3r hen, compared "Ti th III eggs per hen 

'in 1943 and a 1933-42 average of 100 eggs. The 1944 rate of 
lay was one egg less per hen than the 1942 record. 
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;For the first half of 1945', farm egg prod.uction may be g to 10 percent 
below that of the same period of 1944. This will result from declines in 
numbers of layers,' and D1so from an expected drop in the rate of lay for 
1945 comnared with 1944 as a result of a reduction in the ratio of pullEts 
to hens' on farms. 

In December 1944 the average nUmber of layers on farms'was 4 percent 
less than in December 1943. As oif January 1, 1945, potential layers on 
farms (including hens, pullets,and pUllets not of laying.age) was 463 million 
head, 10 perce,nt below that of January I, 1944. For the next few months, 
culling, because of the improved egg price situation, is not expected to 
be as heavy as in the first part of 1944. Accordingly, the number of l13.Yers 
on farms may average 7 to 9 percent less than a year 8a.rlier. 

• 
~'he rate of lay per average layer on hand in January..June 1944 was 

87 eggs, a record for that period and 10 percent above the 1933-42 a.verage. 
This record rate of lay "rns p reflection of a mild 1944 winter season and 
a larger-t~an-usual percentage of pullets to hens. On January 1, 1944 , the 
ratio of pullets to hens was 67 to 33 compared with the long 1933-42 average 
of 63 to 37. On January I, 1945, this rn. tio was the' same a.s the 10-yea.r 
average. Since pUllets hrtve a 11igher rate of lay than hens 1 year old and 
older, it is I'ikely that the rate of lay may show some decline in the 
coming year from that of 1941.~. HO\'Jever, the favorable feed supply situation 
is an offsetting factor._ ' 

Civ.ilian Consumption of Eggs to Reach 
Record Levels; P~ices May ]e 
Sllghtly Higher Than 'a Year Ago 

Per capita egg consumption for the next 6 months will probably ... 
average some".,hat higher than in the first part of 1944, rpflectin,.e; favorable 
consumer incomes apd declines in supplie~ of other forms of protein foods. 
Consumption of eggs is re'_ated· to national income. It appE'nrs that there 
will be little, i'f any, decline in national income during the next fe", months. 
Furthermore, civilian sU'Pplies of red meat during the first half of 1945 
may 'be about 15 per.cent lower than in the firf\t 6 months of 1944 and will 
f,al1 far short of demand at ceiling -pri'ces. Al though accurate data are 
not available as to the sUbstitution of eggs for meat, it is believed th?t, 
in view of wartime shorta-r-:es, some substitution does take place.. Fer capi ta 
consumption 4uring the first half of 1945 may be higher -- probably 5 --r. 

percent -- than in the same period of 1944. For the period January through 
June 1944, per capita civilian consumption is estimated at 172 eggs. 

The demand for eggs by the military forces for the first half of 
1945 will probably remain strong, and disappearance into military channels 
will' be at least as large as during the first half of 1944. However, lend­
lease demand for new supplies of dried egg in 1945 may not be so strong as in 
the 3 preceding years in view of the large stocks of 125 million pound'S of 
dried egg now on hand. Thus, dried ef!;g production for lend-lease is expected 
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to be smaller in 1945 than in 1~4. AIthough possible additional outlets 
have recently been indicated, as cof January 20-1{FA had purchased only 6.1 
million pounds of dried egg for d:elivery during January 1945. As of 
January 15, 1944, purchases amounting to 26.4 million pounds for JanuHry 

. delivery, and 13.1 million'pounds for February de~ivery hedl been made. 

Table .- Purchases of dried whole egg by the iVar Food Admhdstrfl.tion through 
January 20, 1945,. DiY' months scheduled for delivery 

--- ----- --- ---- --- ---~ --- --- ---- ---- --- ---- ---'--'-

Mil. Mi~. Mil. Mil. Mil. 
lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. 

1942: 11.4 
1943: 7.2 
1944: 26.4 
1945: 6.1 

13.1 
12.6 
115.3 

1~.4 13.3 
2i.4 17.2 
27.7 27.0 

Mil. 
it. 

17.5 
10.9 
26.1 

Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. 
1 b. ]. b • _1 b. 1 b. 

22.0 
16.4 
20.4 

Mil. Mil. 
lb. lb. 

25·3 
20.1 
12.15 

15.15 
215.1 
7.6 

Mil. 
lb. 

206.6 
209.6 
273.8 

----~ --- ---- ---- ---- ---- --- --- ---- ---- ---- --- ---- ----

Prices received by fDrmers for eggs durinfT, the first half of 1945 will 
probably at least equal those of 1944 and may possibly be higher. In view of 
the.prospective drop in egg '9roduction, accompanied by a strong civilian 
demand, and assumine at least as large a mili ta.ry procurement as in 1944 , it 
would appear that prices may be slightly higher. However, changes in 
Government dried egg and shell egg nrocurement nrograms from those in evidence 
at present could affect this outlook. 

Decembe~ Commercial Hatchings ~ 3Q 
Percent in New England States 

COlIlillsrcial hatching during December is carried on urimarily for 
chicken lIleat purposes. Under the impetus of a very s.trong civilian dem1'l.nd 
and large military requirements for chicken meat, hatchin~s in those 
territories'which provide chicks for'broiler growers were materially ebove 
those of December 1943. In the Ne\'r Enf-:land p.rea during December, 4,592,000 
chicks ".rere hatched compared wi th 2,422,000 in December 1943. an increase of 
90 percent. In the mid:oAtle.ntic and South Atlantic StE,tes, there "rere 
increases of 51 and 30 percent, respectively. These increRses were partly 
offset by decreases in other sections of the country, so t);1.at the toml 
outpu.t of chicks by commercit'l.l hatcheries in December \'!fl.S only 15 percent 
larger than in December 1943. 
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The into storage movement of poultry during 19q~ was earl ier and heavier than in 
any previous year. December I stocks, because of large mil itary holdJngs,'were at a 
record level. However, the out of storage movement came earl ier and for the first time 
a net out :novement was recorded in the last week of November. This early out movement 
was due to a strong hoI iday demand for poultry, and also large withdrawals of turkeys by 
the armed forces. 
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Table .- Hatchinga by commercial hatcherie~, by months, United States 
19,}-42 average, 1942-44 

--- --- - --- --- _. --- --- ---- -- --- --- ---
Year ~Jan.~Feb. : Mar.~ Apr.~ M~ ~ June:JulY~Aug.~SePti Oct.~ Novrnec.: Total 
--- -- - ---

Mil. MiL < --
193")-42 
:lverage 26.1 66., 150.4 21305 lS3.2· 7!h.S :25.1 ).~",O 14 .. 6 15.0 

47.3 101.4 234~4 291.9 252.3 121.6 56.7 39.1 34.1 33.2 
59·8 IV;.O 279.2 '3",;l+cG 323.7197.5 g3.1 51.642.0 ,9.5 
48.2 123.4 293.2 303.6 2")1.4 6e.7 ")2. '3 24.8 2L6 26.3 

1~~2 16.0 817.4 
32.9 3~.3 1,280.3 
")5.4 29.6 1,609.1 
29 • ° 3)+ • 2 I, 236. 7 

1.942 
l·943 
1944 . ---~ --- --- --- --- --- --- - -- --- --- ---

In the first quarter of 1944, hatchings were 2 percent below 
the record rate of 194,. Declines in egg prices during April and May 
resulted in a sharp cUrla11ment in hatching, so that output during ~ 

May 1944 was 29 percent below that of May 1943. In 1943 when a ,., 
record number of chicks were hatched, commercial hatcheries continued 
in operation well into July. By June 1944 curtailment of hatchery 
activities was in evidence. Preliminary estimates of the number of 
~hicks hatched by the commercial hatcheries during 1944 totaled 1,237 
mil110n chicks, compared with the record 1,60Q million hatched during 
1943. 

Reflecting the recent large increase in hatching in the New 
England area, brciler production in the Del-Mar-Va,Yeninsula and in 
the Shenandoah Valley probably will increase materially within the 
next '3 months. With Army requirements rema~ning large, it is unlikely 
that any of this increas~ ~ll go to civilians. 

RECENT DEv"'"ELO:r-MENTS 

Youltry Embar~o Extended to ~ ~tates 

War Food 8rder 119 virtually proh!~its the sale of puultry in 
designated areas to anyone except the armed forces. The order waD 
made effective December 11 in the Del-Mar-Va }eninsula and the 
Shenandoah Valley. On January 8 it was further extended to the im­
portant broiler-producing counties in Georgia and on January 15 to 
areas in-Missouri, Oklahoma, and Arkansas. In 194") approximately 
145.000,000 broilers were produced in the States now under the Order. 
This was 58 percent of last year's t~tal commercial broiler output. 

Supplies of ~oultry Meat Far 
Short ofDe;;rru;:d - ---- -- ..... --- " 

The demand for poultry meat during the past 2 months has been 
very strong, due to a combination of factors: (1) As income rises 
the demand for poult~ meat 'increases. Nonagricultural income pay­
ments in. November 1944 were about 8 percent above last year. 



• 

-. 

- '11 ._. 

(2) The armed forces are pr~curing 1arge'quant-1ties of poultry meat. (3) 
Sup~u1i.e~ of r.ed. meats are insufficient to me.t· the, demand'.' Hog slaughter is 
likely to be' 20 to 25 percent sm~1~er'in'1945 than in 1944) reflecting a 
sha~·drop in the'1944 pig crop.'· Futthermo~e. noneivllian takings of red 
meat,s ·may be nearly .as larg,e"in 1945 as in 1944. 

Recent reDorts tndicate. that civilian supp11ee of poultry meat are 
short of demand and that ceiling prices are being e~ceeded in some instances • 
T' is is especially t~ue of the large metropolitan aT€aS in the East which 
ordinarily receive a large portion of their poultry from the Del-Mar-Va 
Peninsula and the Shenandoah Valley~' 

Frozen }'oul try Stocks Show Lit tIt 
. -Chailge During j)ece~b~ . 

Stocks of fro~e~ ~oU1try during December showed little net change, 
primarily because increases in commercial 'holdings were about offset by 
withdrawals by the arm~d forces. The net input was only g6,OOO pound~. 
This was the smalles~ net input for any' 'Decemb~r except in December 1942!. 
In that month' 5 million pounds were withdrawn. 

Table .~'}oultry Stor~ge stocks: United States, December 1 
and January 1, 1935-39 average, 194·,-45 

--- -....,... - ----- --- - --~ -- ---
Mont~ and year . Total Government· Non-Government 

• • holdings holdings 
--- ----- --- .....---!- - - ---!.- ---- --- - -.,.-- - -1,600 EOun~ 

December I •. 19,5-)9 
average' 

January 1,'~9)5-~9 
avera.ge 

December 1, .194-) .. - . 
Janua:r;v I, 1944 
December 1, 1944 
January 1, 1945 

hOOO pounds 

117,994 

137,977 

1.9.1~ g80 
226',161 
268,12S 
~68,'214 

hQOO pounli:s 

-.-

105,900 
96,489 

117,994 

.137,977 

Y197. g80 
11226,161 

162,228 
17!b,725 

~cludes Government h;IdIngs, for which~rmation is not available.---

The into-storage movement of poultry in 1944 was earlier than c~y 
year theretofo~e. Net inputs were recorded during the first week in j'une. 
At that time, because. of an im~roved supply situation for meats, and 
declines in military procurein~nt o£ poultry, supplies of poultry wer'e 
in· excess of the demand at ~eiling prices. Accordingly prices went below 
ceilings, and po.ultry maat was &vailab1e for storita,g purposes. With a 
change in the situation during the past 2 months', the net into-storage 
movement haS been of negligible proportions. 
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~ !!~:!!!!:!~Goala.<;..Revise~ 

Tentative national goals, requesting farm' egg production totaling 
),920 million dozen were announced by wFA on November 15. In view of the '" . recommendation' of the States, and bacau~e of ad~itional needs which have 
developed since November, the· national goal for 1945 was revised upward' 
to 4,)50 milliOn dozen eggs. The new goal would provide for a ~ivilian 
consumption ~proximately the same as in 1944 and also would fulfill all 
military and lend-lease requirements. 

Supply and Demand for Eggs Fair;ry Well 
~qualized ~ ~iling Levels 

Supplies of eggs during the lattlJr part of December and early 
January were well behinfr last year. Receipts at 4 principal markets for 
the 4 weeks ended January 1'3,,1945, were 10 per~ent below the corresponding 
period of 194~~44, while receipts at the }ac1fic Coast markets and the ~ 
Central Midwestern marke:ts were 7 and' g percent less than a year ago, 
respectively. Furthermore, cold-storage sto'cks of shell eggs were far 
less tha~ the same time a year ago~ From December 16, 1944, through 
January 1), 1945, shell egg withdrawals at the '35 markets were 192,000· 
cases, of which the major part probably was Government owned. This 
compare~ with net withdrawals of 196,000 cases in the corresponding period 
of 194)-44. 

Although total supplies of shell eggs were less than at this time 
last year, civilian consumption was probably at a record annual rate, since 
more eggs were available for civilians than a year e~111ier" For:necember, 
194, and Januar;T 1944 delivery, WFA had purchased dried whole egg amounting 
to 54.--1/2 million pounds, or approximately the equivalent.of 5.4 ~illion 
cases of shell eggs. For' December 1944 and January 1945 deliveri'e§l, ' 
dried egg purchased by w1fA have totaled approximately 1).7 million PQl1nds, 
crr the vquivalent of 1.4 million cases. Accordingly, even with reduced: ... 
production, mare shell eggs were available for civilian uses. 

Although most wholesale and retEilil prices of shell ~ were at 
ceiling levels, supply and demand fR,ctors were fairly well equ Uzed. 
l'ressure on priceswas ~vident in certain large metropolitan market's, 
espeCially for white eggs and in the large weight category. 

Farm Egg Prices' Increase 
Contra;easonally 

The mid-December average far~ price received by far •• rs for eggs 
was 44.5 cents per dozen, ah incre~se of 1.1 cents frotl) the' previous month. 
The ") percent increase in pri:ce compares with a usual percent decline 
from mid-November to mid-December. Although egg production during December 
was 4 percent higher than in 'the previous year, the small December 1 
storage stocks of shell eggs,. a 'very strong civilian demand and probably 
larger Army procurement were responsible for this increase in price. In 
terms of parity, the mid-December farm eg~ price was 101 p~tcent. 
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Since mid-December, wholesale egg prices have been firm at ceiling 
lev61s. A~ of January 15 the average price ~f current receipts at Ohicago 
was ')8.9 cents compared with a pre'dous :nidmonth price of about 44 cents 
and a January 15. 1944 price of about ))-3/4 cents. 

ReversalG were sharp in 1944 as far aG wholesale egg prices were 
concerned. In the early part of the year, wholesale prices were at 
support levels, and in some localities with poor marketing facilities 
prices were below the supports. Beginning about July, wholesale prices 
for top-quality eggs were at ceilings, but lower cuali ty eggs for the 
period July through October were below ceilings. During the last quarter, 
because of the strong consumer demand and insufficient supplies of top­
quality eg?S, prices of lower grades also were at ceiling levels. 

Per capita consumption of shell and frozen egg showed little sea!Onal 
variation du~ing the year except during the month of'June, and averaged 
at the monthly rate of about 29 eggs per capita. For the year as a whole 
egg consumption iG estimated at 349 eggs per person. Thia is 7 eggs aboTe 
the pra~1ous record of 194) and 17 percent above the pre-war 1935-39 average 
consumption • 
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