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Accordi ng to the farmer&' intentions re!lorted about February I, 194-5 a decrease 
of 4- percent is indicated in purchases of baby chicks, co~pared with 1 941f.. Egg prices 
for the next few ~onths probably will continue above last year, and with ample feed 
suppl ies it is unl i~ely that the number of chickens raised in 19'5 will decrease more 
than' percent. Based on past relationships, this may result in a 51 ight decrease in 
the nu~ber of hens and pullets on farms at the end of 194-5, compared with December 31, 
19lf.1f.. 



STATISTICAL SUMMARY 

AVUAOB 1943 
I Tit .. UNIT 

PUIOD DECEMBER JANUARY DECEMBER 

Layers OD f &1111" umber 
Number of eu- I aid per ben 
Total tam prod.ctio, of en. 
Stock.. en.. U. S,: 

Ni Ilion 
IUllbsr 
NH. acz. 

1934-48 
1934-48, 
1934-48 

343.7 
6.34 

184.2 

Shell 
Proze. 

1,000 C(1Se 1934-48 610 
1,000 c(1Se 19U-U 1,991 
1,000 C(LSe 19~~=U 2. ~~~ 
/f~ I. lb. 

Total, ehell aDd fro zeD 
Dried wbole eus 

JppareDt eu disappear ... c .. chili an: 
Total .hell en equh'al_t 

Dried en prodDctioa 
CaIIIlercial ha'tcher:r operatioas: 

Bn. set •• , 
Chicks hatched 

Receipts: 

Nil. doz. 
NO. lb. 

Nil lion 
Nil lion 

POD lt ry, dressed, fODr markets Nil. lb. 
Poultry, live, CHcago Ni L lb. 
Poul try, lhe, HE'w Yort Ni L lb. 
Poultry, lhe, lIidwest, per plallt. 1,000 lb. 
1'0111 (loeDs), live, lIid"est, per plant 1,000 lb. 
JOUi stoct. l\v., lIidwest, per plct 1,000 lb. 

Stock .. poultry: 
Broilers 
Fryers 
Roasters 
Fowls (keDs) 
Turkeys 
Dacks •••••••• 
lIiscellaaeous and uclassified 
Total popl try 

Prices received by fanners: 
lIri,s, per doz,", ••• •••• 
Bil/s, parity price per doze. 2 • 
EUs, percentage of pari ty • 
CilicteDs, per pound ..... .. 
Chickens, pari ty llrice per po.ad 
Chick .. , percent"ie ot parity 
Turte1~, p,er poand 
Turkeys, parity pl'ice per pond 
Tarkeys, perceatage of pari ty 
All fatUI coomoditi es (1910-1' ~ IIGI 
ClickeDs and eggs (1910-14 = 100) 

Wh ,lesale prices, CHca,o: 
gUs, standards, per dozea 3 
Live heavy he.s, per pouDd 
Li Ye broilers, per pond 
LiTe fryers, per pound • 
tlTe routers, heaTY, per po.ad 

Wholesale prices, Hew Jork: 
Dressed broilers, 26- ao ponds per 

dozeJl, per poaad ........ . 
Dressed roasters, ,8-64 pounds per 

dozen, per pO~Dd .. .. ........ , 
Dressed fowls, '8- 54 pounds per 

dozen, per pound • 
Cash farm i Do conet 

Total lIlarltetin,s 
poul t ry and ere 8 

Price ratios: 

NiL 
Nil. 
NH. 
Nil. 
NO. 
NH. 
Nil. 
NH. 

Cent 

'b. 
lb. 
lb. 
lb 
lb. 
lb. 
lb. 
lb. 

Cent 
Percent 
Cent 
Cent 
Pe..-cent 
Cent 
Cent 
Percent 
Inde" 110. 
Inde" 110. 

Cent 
Cent 
Cent 
Cent 

• C.nt 

Cmt 

Cmt 

• C""t 

NH. dol. 
NH. dol. 

Chic8(o, broiler-toed '" Lb. feed 
Chica,o, li,lIt roallter-feed • .£11. f.84 
Fa .... eu-hed6 ••••• n. , •• 4 
Fart!\, chict_-feed" Lb. fsad 
Farm, turltey-feed 6 Lb. teed 
Fa .... en-layhi ... ",b Lb. feed 

Layh, ...... b, coat pu cn. Do Bar 
Feed coat per cwt" fa"" poultry ratioa Dollar 
Whol.sal. tood price. (1116-19 .. lOG) Inde" 110. 
Retail tood pric.s (1886-19 z 1001 Inde" no. 
Pric .. paid by fannere iAclu4h, ht.r-

eet ... d ta:lea (It 11-14 = 100' Inde" no. 
Retaii prices (BL8I: 

Roasters, dressed, per pouad 
BUB, strictly tresh, per dozes 

Noaarrlcultural ""Ploy.e. COlllp.Il .... 
tios (IIU-li. 100) •••••• 

193'-48 

19lU-U 

1934-43 
1989-43 
1939-43 
1934-43 
1934-43 
1934-43 

1934-43 
193'-43 
193'- 43, 
1934-43 
193'-48 
1934-43 
1934-48, 
1934-43 

1984-48 
1934-43 
1934- ;8 
193'- 43 
19H-48 

~::t!~ 
1939-43 
1939-48 
1934-43 
1934-43. 

1933-4 
1939-48 
1989-'8 
1989-43 
\.19-41: 

1914-'1 

1114-" 

l'U-'8 

242.0 

18.4 

66.0 
5.7 
9.0 

21. 6 
11. 4 
9.8 

14.2 
14.9 
35.7 
30.0 
33.3 
6. 1 

26.2 
159.6 

30.6 
37.6 
81 
14.7 
15.5 

100 
23.1 
20.6 
99 

126 
141 

27 .0 
19.2 
21.0 
21. 4 
20.9 

25.9 

25.0 

22.9 

1'19-'1 I, 157 
1119-48 137 

19.-41-
19.-41 
19"-'. 
19U-48 
111'-'8 

1934-41 
1934-41 
193'-.. 

1U4-48 

1814-48 
1184-" 

1,.,-U 

13.4 
13.2 
16.8 
8.1 

10.5 

1. 42 
106.8 
107.3 

136 

33.1 
38 .8 

137.6 

s""d 01 .... nth. F.,non 0,,1 converted to c .... quhalont. 

2Adj usted for seasonal. 

340.7 
7.66 

216.8 

207 
1,589 
1,795 

246.7 

31.0 

24.0 
3.7 

12.4 
9.6 
7.1 
2.8 

12.5 
12.8 
31. 6 
25.0 
38 .9 
3.7 

23.5 
148 .0 

23.7 
23 .8 
81 
15.6 
15.0 
98 
19.5 
19.4 

110 
116 
116 

22.6 
19.5 
19.1 
19.8 
22.2 

24.2 

25.2 

22.4 

839 
80 

13.5 
14.1 
12.7 
8.0 
9.6 

1. 35 
102.0 
103.0 

131 

31.9 
46.2 

117.5 

435.7 
7.49 

271. 9 

675 
2, 7 27 
3,402 

45.8 

306.7 
21. 1 

46.3 
29.6 

59.4 
4.7 

14.0 
25.3 
14.5 
10.3 

14.2 
20.7 
42.0 
68.7 
36.6 

2.4 
,U.5 

226.2 

44.9 
4'.2 

102 
24.4 
19.0 

123 
U.3 
24.0 

139 
196 
187 

40.7 
23.6 
26.9 
26.9 
26.9 

37.5 

37.5 

83.5 

1,692 
225 

12.0 
12.1 
15.5 
8.4 

11.5 
12.6 
3.64 
2.23 

133.5 
137 .1 

167 

44.7 
63.9 

264.,1 

1944 

JANUARY DECEMBER 

448.8 
9.98 

873.6 

765 
2. 179 
2,944 
, 42.6 

316.2 
21. 6 

115.8 
48.2 

27.5 
3.4 

10.0 
15.6 
11. 6 
3.5 

14.7 
20.7 
41.8 
69.7 
48.3 

2.2 
4%.6 

UIl.O 

84.6 
36.1 
96 
23.9 
19.2 

124 
32.4 
24.2 

134 
196 
178 

34.9 
24.0 
27.5 
27.5 
27 .5 

37.5 

37.5 

33.5 

1, 536 
147 

12.1 
12.1 
11.8 
8.2 

11.1 
9.7 
3.58 
2.26 

182.6 
136.1 

168 

44.9 
64.3 

253.5 

418.9 
8.09 

28 2. 2 

411 
4,425 
4,836 

107.6 

814.7 
10.2 

48.2 
34.2 

54.8 
3.8 
2.3 

19.4 
13.8 
5.2 

7.6 
15.5 
32.9 
89.3 
72.6 

8.6 
.7.5 

289.0 

44.5 
".2 

101 
24.1 
19.5 

124 
34.6 
24.6 

141 
200 
189 

41.6 
4 25 • 6 

27.4 
29.0 

87.6 

lIT. 6 

111.6 

1,704 
221 

13.1 
15.7 
8.5 

12.2 
12.6 
3.54 
2.16 

133.4 
137.4 

171 

45.0 
66.9 

276.4 

3Fresh fi !'sts November and December 1933-42 Average. Standards, 44 pounds. December 1944_ January 1945. 

4All varieties, welights not quoted. 

5No quotations. 

6Revi sed. 

417.9 
9.92 

845.6 

301 
2,658 
2. 969 

107.3 

350.2 

50.6 

29 .6 

8.3 
6.6 
1.4 

4.9 
11.5 
25.3 
58.7 
74.2 

1.7 
39.4 

215.7 

41.0 
37.4 

110 
24.2 
19.6 

123 
34.4 
24.8 

139 
201 
199 

88.7 
4 26 •0 

29.5 
29.5 

1, 660 
177 

13.1 
14.3 
8.5 

12.0 
11.5 
8.54 

172 

98 
99 
92 

89 
122 
101 
252 

111 

105 

108 

53 
57 
40 

33 
56 
61 
84 

154 
77 
92 
90 

118 
104 
115 
101 
102 
99 

106 
102 
104 
103 
112 

111 
108 

107 
107 

86 

86 

85 

102 
120 

108 
121 
104 
108 
120 
199 

102 

128 
131 
160 

145 
167 
165 

142 

163 

123 

86 
93 
50 

39 
90 
80 

235 
191 
459 
168 
146 

173 
130 

, 136 
155 
131 
126 
176 
128 
126 

i g; 
159 
133 

149 
133 

133 

1Z1 

128 

186 
221 

93 
113 
106 
125 

131 

• 
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SUMMARY 

Egg producers probably will receive higher prices for most months in 

1945 than they received in corresponding months of 1944. This will be due 

to a strong consumer demand with continuation of a high level of consumer 

income, and a reduction in egg productifm of about 10 percent compared \<Tith 

last year. Mili tary procurement probably wHl be some\\That larger in 1945 

than in 1944. The demand for new supplies of dried egg, because of current 

large stocks, is not expected to be as strong as in the previous year; but 

the supply of eggs available for dehydrating purposes prob?-bly will be less 

this year than last. 

Supplies of poultry meat declined seasonally during January and 

February.' Wholesale prices of chickens were at ceilings, and demand for 

chickens exceeded supply by a wide margin. Because of large military pro-

curement, high consumer income, and smaller supnlies of red meats than in 

191~4. no immediate change in thi s 8i tuation is in prospect. To aid. the 

military in obtaining needed supplies of canned poultry (turkey and chicken), 

WFO-125 was issued, effective February 14. This order sets aside all canned 

items for s-ale to designated governmental agencies, -and restricts use of 

eviscerating plants for other than canning 'Purposes. 
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Based 'on intentions as of Febru~y 1, farmers expeo~ to, p~rchase 
a ...... • ~ 

4 percent fewer baby chic1:s for farm flocks in 19'45 '"than in 19lt4 and al so 

intend to grow 8 percent more turkeys. Feed supplies at ~resent are ample, and 

for the current marke~t:q.g, s~ason feed prices probably will average sl:i~..,htly 

below thos~ of the 19~3-44 marketing year., 

. . .. , .. '. ~ 

Commercial hatchery 'output- in the areas ln and surrounding th~ le>rge 

broiler producing terri tories continued to increase over last year. ," In the 

New Eng18nd, Middle Atlantic, and South Atlantic States, increases in commer-

cial het chings of 43, 12, Md 34 ~ercent, respectively, 'were reppr:ted. Howevere. 

commercial hatching for f8rm flock replacement purposes was belqw that of last 

year, probaoly bec.<luse of the relatively low egg prices received during most of 

1944. 

For' tne fir:st time, in 5 years, the J1:>nuary farm egg production declined 

from that of the previous January. Accountin.c; for an S perc~nt, decr:ease in e~g 

production was a '7 percent smaller number of layers on farms. and 1 percent drop 

in the rate of lay. Prices received by farmers for eggs in ,mid-January 8ver-

aged 41.0' 

Wholesale 

cents per dozen, 110 perbent of parity, an~ 6.4 cents above Ipst year. 

and retail prices of mo~~ grade: of eggs since January 15 have been ~ 
firm at or near ceiling levels. Per capita egg consumption, has continued at a 

t, 

record rate. Dried egg purchases by WFA for January and lfebruary deliveries 

were smaller than in the corresponding months of the past 3 years. 

The' in:ventory value of poultry on farms January 1, 1945, was the second 

highest "on '-recor'd, being exceeded only by that of l'ast year. The number of 

chickens"on"farms,,511 million birds, was"89 percent of January 1, 1944. 

Turkey number S :,were slightly below the 7.6 million birds on Ja;nuary 1 last year, 

but the number of breeder hens on hpnd was at a record of 4.7 million birds, 

6 percent above January 1, 1944. 

February 21, 1945 
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~ ,.., ~ (MILLIONS) PER 
LAYERS ON HAND - DOZEN FARM PRICE OF EGGS ,'-
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( MILLIONS) 
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OUTLOOK 

EACKGROmm.- Egg prices during 19L~1, 1942, ~md 1943 
rose under the impetus of strong wartime demands. 
This was reflected in an increasing nmnber of chickens 
raised each year, and the 934 million chickens raised 
in 1943 was a record number. However, in 1944, be
cause of burdensome egg supplies and relatively low 
egg prices, the number of chickens raised "ras one
fifth less than in 1943. As R result the number of 
hens and pullet s on fRrms JRnuary 1, 1945 WRS 9 per
cent less than on January 1, 1944. 

Farmers Intend to PurchRse Fewer Eaby 
Chicks in 1945 Than in 1944 

Eased on reports from crop corres~ondents, farmers intend to purchase 
approximately 4 percent fewer bAby chicks in 1945 than in 1944. Especia.lly 
pronounced are the declines in tho West North Central and Rocky MountRin 
regions, 1I<Jhere n 10 percent decreRse in "Durch.<tses is indicated. The East 
North Centr~l Dre.<t rsports th~t ~ decline of g ~ercent in purchases of baby 
chicks ~rill t~e ~l8.ce. In t!.1ese three areas, extensive price support 
activi ties were in operation during 194h. 

On the other hand, fqrmers intend to increase baby chick purchases 
in those areas 1Nhere the dem[llld for eggs in 1944 ':7as relatively strong, 
and 1Nhere at present it appears th"lt requirements will be fRJrly large 
the Pacific Coast, the South Atlantic, nnd Middle AtlRntic regions. In 
those regions increases of 6, 7, and 10 percent, respectively, are indicated. 
The New EnglRnd area indicated a decrease of 6 percent in chicks to be 
boug..lLt, 1Nhile the East South CcntrRI and ivest South Centrpl regions 
showed_ a decline of 4 percent in intentions to purch['se. Since the in
tentions report is as of February I, actual Durchases will vary from the 
intentions depending on developments during the hatching season. 

Factors affecting actual lJurchl'ses I'lre the prices of egf'"s pnd feed 
as they affect the egb-fee~ price ratio, the chicken-feed price ratjo, 
and some psychologicRl fRctors ""Thich crmnot be measured. .Although the 
poul try products-feed pri ce rel<'1tionships will probably continue to be 
f:woTI'ble for increasing the number of chi ckens rai sed, offsetting fpctors 
will probably be the marketin£; difficulties, espcci311y transportation, 
and the relatively low Drices received by fRrmers for eggs durin~ the 
early part of 1944. Thus, it appears thRt the intentions mi!~ht be tru;;:en 
as a good indication of the number of chiCKS to be purchnsed in 1945. 

Eecause of farm h0tchings, yel'lrly chnnges in the number of chickens 
rctised vary from the numbsr of those p1.1rch9seo_. The proportion of chicks 
hatched by commercii'll hn.tcheries has been increasing. In 1943, 84 per
cent of the chicks hRtched CRme from commercial hptcheries. This compeTes 
with 34 percent in 1934. 

• 
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Comp'0~isons of intentions t9 purchp,se w,ith ~cturu. pe'rformFlnce ~e 
11S follows: 

, " ~ 

Table ;t. .• ;.. In~-endea:, purchB.se~ of baby. chicks 'compared l,ritn 
. estimat,ed number purchased as percen.t:-'J~·e of inte,ntions .• 

. and nUmber '0 f' chi·ckens r ai sed. 

Y 
--. -: • Intended y / EstimA~ Num~f' ! 

. ear·· 1· . ' ... 
~urchRses : purchRses -=-~_ chickens raised .. 

- --. -' 'Percen'tp,g~ ~ Percentage P.erce!).t,age o,f,' 
previous ye~ of intentions previous yeRr 

193B lOB 
1939 108 
1940 96 

.1941 109 
1942 : 112 
1943 116 
1944 B3 
1945 96 

105 
100 

93 
105 
105 
102 

99 

lOB 
107 -

B9 
116 
111 
118 

80 

J] Based upon reports from Crop Correspondents RS of FebruAry 1. 

Civili~n Demand ~ Eg~s 
!E. RemFlin. Strong 

Per capita egg consumption.in 1944 is estim~ted at 349 eggs per 
pel;'son,·.2 percent' a'bo;'e 1943 and 51 el;gs I'Ibove the pre-wAr (1935':"39) aver
ag~ •. For 1945 it is expected that egg consumption ",ill be moderRtely 
higher ~md probably will rel'1ch between 355 flnd 360 eggs per ci:rp,i tR. This 
record egg consumption will probably result from a combinRtion of factors: 

. (1) a continuRtion of- a high level of nationAl income, (2) reduction in 
civilian supplies of meat in 19h5 from 1944 ~ount ing to about 10 percent. 
Although accurate data are not· available RS to the substitution of eggs 
for meat. it is believed that, in viel" of shortages of meRt, some substitu
tion does take place. 

Mili tary procurement of eggs during the past few months, as indi cRted 
by market l;'epor,ts, has been rRther heRvy, probably ~ead of the previous 
y.ear .. .- Un1~·ss there is an abrupt end of 'liar in Europe, military procwe:
ment probably will· continue 1ro-ge. 

Although additional possible outlets h0-ye r.ecently 'been indicated 
for. dr~ed' egg, the demand for ne", supplies of dried esg has not been as 
strong AS in the previous yeAr. T!/FA top 'lurchase prioe for dried whole 
eggs for Febru~y delivery WRS 6.5 cents be101.<' the ceiling level, while 

.1ast year the ceiling price of $1.185 per pound, f.o.b. lJew York bp,sis, 
.was paier. As of February 17, 1945, purchases for FebruFlry 1945 de1iyery 
amounted to 4.4 million pounds compAred w~.:th 27 million pounds for 
February 19.44 deli very on the comparAbie dv.te in 191~4. 
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T;:"ble 2.- Purchases of dried whole egg by the WFII Food AdministrEttion 
, through Februe-.ry 17, 1945, b;; months scheduled for delivery 

--- ------ --- ---. . . . . . . . : 
JRn':Feb. :Mar. :Apr. MAY ~June : July : Aug. : Sept': Oct. ·Nov. ~ Dec. :TotRl . '. ! . . . . . --- ------ --- ---
Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. ~1il. Mil. ~Hl. Mil. Mil. Mil. 
lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. -- --

11.4 12·9 13·1 13·4 18·3_ 17.5 18·5 19.2 19·2 22.0 25·3 15·8 206.6 
7·2 20.1 12.6 21.4 17.:2 10.:9 19.6: 19·9 16.1 16.4 : 20.1. 2801 209·6 

26.4 27·0 18·3 - 27· T 27.:0 - 26.1 24.8' 31 .5 24.2 20.4 ,12.8 706 273.~ 
6.1 4.4 .2 

--- ----- ---- --- --- -------- --------- --- ---- ---- ---
Condi ti ons Flwor able For Egg 

Prices !..<?. be Above Last YeRr 

With R prospective reduction in egg production in 1945: of 8 to 12 
perce~t, Rnd with civiliRn conslwption ~veraging close to 5 ~Grcent above 
lRst yeRr, conditions pre f;:"vorRbie so thAt farmers will probably receive 
higher prices for eggs thF<!1 in 1944. However, i'!FA dried egg procurement 
['nd price-support policies mAy affect this situation. 

Since more than enough eggs will be pV('lilpcble to meet all demfJIlds for 
shell emd frozen eggs during the next 4 nonths, i~cludinf-: normRl str)rpge 
deml'md, prices paid for dried egg nnd the qupntities purchRsed will 1:e impor
tant factors effecting farm egg prices. Recently Amendment 2 to RMPR 333 
waS issued which revised dried 1AThole eg"; ceiling -,rices from those in effect 
last year. This revision resulted in 11 lowering of the ceiling prices by 
3 cents for March through June to $1.12 per pound, f.o.b. New York. On 
that basi s, it is estin:ated that dried egg manufacturers could pay Rbout 
$9.60 per CRse, or 32 cents a dozen, for egbs in the midwest. Past relRtion
ships :i:ndicate that this 'It!ould result in r-In §l.verage farm price of about 30 

,to 3.2 cents per dozen in the flush production seRson.· During the second • 
qUFlIter of 1944, farmers received an average of 27 cents for eggs 90 per-

'cent of parity. 

Poultry Supplies to Remain Fpr Short 
of Demand 

Marketings of poul tr;r meat will decline seasonally for the next few 
months and will be materiAlly less thAn last year, reflecting the 20 percent 
decline in number of chickens rai sed in 1941-!- compnred with 1943. Fu:r:ther
more, the rate of culling nrobably will not be as great in early 1945 
as in early 1944. Higher egg prices 1,rill tend to keep layers on f8rms. Also 
the number of pUllets aVRil;:"ble as repl~cement stock is very low. ~1e num-
ber of pullets not of lAying Age on fArms February 1 -- 28 million is 
26 percent less thpn a yeRr AgO And the smallest number in 6 years of record. 

The demand for poul trJ7 meRt will· continue strong. Military procure
ment CRlls for at lepst 200 to 250 mill ion pounds of dressed "Jeight equi VA.
lent for the canned poultry progrAm. Furt~er~ore, purch?ses of poultry by 
the Q,uartermastcr Corps under 1'1]'0 119 averaged l~ million pounds 
per week during January. In addi ti on, the mili tary hl1S been procuring 
chicken meat in territories not covered by i'1]'O 119. 
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The civilian demand. in view of smaller supplies of mea.t arid' fairor
able consumer income, i"rill be strong. Supnli es during 1945 will be less. 
th1m'in L944: by ebout 10 percent, ~o that demand 'wili exceed 
the sunplies. at ceiling prices ~y a "fide margin. ' 

During the summer of 1944, because of declines in military urocure
ment an'd large 'meat su-pnlies, poultry prices l.rere below' c~iling le~els. 
With the illTholesale and retail price~ of noultry exoected to be at' 
ceilings, fA.rm8rs 'urobably will receive sOmp1nlhAt higher prices for chickens 
in 1945 than in 1944. " 

Commercial Chick Outuut Increases in Areas 
In And SUrrounding Broiler Producing 
Territories 

Primarily i1ue to a strong demand'fo!' chicks by bl'oiler growers, 
commercial hatchery operations in arpas in and surrounding broiler
pro~ucin~ territo~i~s showed increasps in January 1945 from the previous 
J"lnuary. In tho NelAT 1lngland, Middle I\.tl;:mtic and South ~tlAntic 'StA:tes t , 

th~re ,·'prp incr~aqes in commercial hatchings of 4), 12, and '34. percent, res
uectivply. 

The ~emand for chicks for f!1rm flock rpulacempnt ljurposes during 
January WtS not so "ltrong as in the previous year.' This \-las !lrobably due to 
the relatively 10"" efS·s prices during mO"lt of 1944 and the unfavorable egg
feed price relationshiDs. The esg-feed price ratio (revised series) 
for the last 6 months of 1944 averaged 13.0 compA.r8d l,d th 15. 0 ' for the 
last 6 months of 1943 and a 10-year averA,;se (1934-43) for the ueriod of 14.2 

Decr~ases in commercial bPtchings in January from the previous year 
amounting to 26 percent were "eported in the East North Central States. 
The West North Central States and South Central States also reported de
clines in hatchings during January. The greatest decrease was in the 
Rocky I'4ountain Stat8s, where last year marketing problems made price
supnort activities difficult. In those States 288,000 commercial chicks 
were h~tched in JanuRry 1~45 compared with '1.1 million in Janupry 1944 and 
the 5-year (1939-43) January a.verAge of 848,000. For the United Stpt~s 
!'is a whole, commprcial hatchings' in January "rere 5 percent above lR!=:t year. 

Correction--Source of Baby Chicks fo'r 
CommerciRl Broiler PrOduction 

In the JanuA.ry issue of Thp Poultry And E,e;g Situation it ",rA,~ qtated 
th,"it the New EnfSlAnd Statos 1I'erp thp. primRry ~our'Ce of chicks for the 
~pl-MAr-VR Peninsula and the ShenRn~oAh VallAY. This should havp rp~d: 

The 1\Te1" 1!1no:l:md StatAs A.re the primpry ~ource of importAd chick", • 
I\.ccorcling t I) ~urveys made in 1)elAwAr~ And r.hrylancl, anA-fourth to on P -

thirn of thp l;FI"by chicks rHised in th'" T)pI-MA,r-Va PfminRulR Rre hAtched 
in th'" ]\18'" 1!1nelHn'l I\.reA.. The grp;:>t8r PRrt of' thA chi cks rai sed Arp h"ltched 
locally. 

qpcard 'T'urkAy CroD In Prospect 
For lq45 ---

1\.<; of FAhruA.ry 1, turkey g .... O'·7p rs intpnde~ to rr:ti se g percent more 
turk"'yq in 1945 than in 1944. In 1944 R record number of 36~4 million birds 
(r8viqion from th8 I\.u"?;ust estimptA of 35.7 mil lion bircis) "rere rAised. 
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Wi th the number of breeder ·hAns on farms Janu~ry I'; 1945 4.7 
million -- 6 pf'rcent "l.l>ove'that of JA.!').UAry 1,) 1944, a,n S p,ercent increase 
in th~ n~ber of turkeys raised over l~~t year is possible. Some differ
enoes exi st bet'"eAn the' intent'ions ansi the actual number raised because 

'of various fac.or~. Among these are th8 prices of poults, ~he prospective 
·d~~d. and feed' prices: In 1944, for the- fir"lt ti"ine in .7 year,s o'f record, 
, the number rai sed exceeded the in't~n ti ans hy g pe:r;-ceIf~. In jn::evious >ears 
the intentions exceeded the number raised. 

The requi t'ement s of the armad forces ,appear at ~east ,al:} large in 
1945 as in 1944. Civilian demand:'-probA,bly "rill remain' strOng 'a:u.ring' most 
of the year. During 1944, demand fo'r tu-..keys exceeded 'su-pnlY: by a wide 
margin at ceiling urices. The ~verAge price received by tUrkey' ~rowers 

'in 1944, WaS 31.6 cents'p'er' p'ound, the highest eVAr renortedj> FeAd supplies 
,''It . present are c::,om'ei",hat l~rger tl::an l~,st yAar and p.ric.e~ of '1ll9 st feed 
grains for thA current marketinr, yARr urobably will A,v.erage slightly below 
194')-44. Hence ft' is li'kely t'hflt thA number of turkeys 'raised 'will .q,gree a 

, faitly' clo "lely' wi th the i'ritentions. ' .. .. 

Inn PArcent' Spt-Asine Issued on 
Canned Poultry 

, War Fo~d ,Order 125, -effective Februa.ry 14, 1945. provi'd~s fo'r the 
set-aside of InC) uprcent of cannp'd poultry (chi cken and, t'llrkey) for, sale to 
I1 A signat pd,.<!overnmental agencies. Military requirements are set At approx
imAtely 70 million pounds of cannpd i tpms or the eq-q,i valent of 200 to 250 
millio~ pounds 'of dressed poultry. 

:geside~, reQuiring 100 perc,ent c::et-aside of the canned poultry, the 
order. Drevents the use of Doultry mp,at in prorlucts such as chickpn soup, 
chickpD or turkpY-R-la-kin~ ~nd chicken And noodle mixtures. The order 
further restricts the evisceration of chickens and turkp.ys' to hauthori zed 
l)oultry eviscpratorg" who are 'rpc:uired to process according to U. So Army • 
specificR-tions. Such eviscerR-ted:poultry must then be set aside for sale 
to "authorLzed poultry cannersll for fulfillment of Army contracts or else to 
be released by ,;overnmental ;.;gencies. 

The canning of poultry is a development 1,1fhich gained imPetus with 
the comin&, of the "'ar. Near the end of 1941 the Agricultural Marketing 
Administration, a predecessor of the War Food Administration, purchased 
canned boned chi'ckeu. and canned boned turkey for lend-lea~e purposes. Since 
that time, ine armed forces have been procuring )arge quantities. Available 
indic::J.tions show that prior to 1939 probably less than 40 million nounds 
9f dressed poultry "rere used for CAnning l)ut'uosps. 

An indicRtion of the quantities of chicken and turkey which h"l.ve 
gone into canning ol)erations Rre the Amounts certified for'canhinF by the 
U. S. DeDartmpnt of t\griculture Inspection Sprvice. Although this does 
not give complete coverage, since some procec;c;ors do not h.<de' inspection 
servi ce, it. does inc.i CR.,e the relRti ve Amount of 'l')oul try "Thich j,.rent into 
c!1,nnin.c; ol)prAtions. In 1943, it i c:: esti:n.-,tpd that R,bout 90 percAnt of the 
noultry cA,nnp,d 1,ras certified for c:'mnin'S Purno,</.es by the Inspection Service. 
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-Tabl'e 3.~' Poul t,ry certified for canning by the Ins')ection Servi ce 

(Dressed weight basis) 

Fiscal year ending Quantity 
_____ ~ __ Ju,;.;;ne}O -"-" ' ______________ _ 

1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 

Poultry Withdrawals from Storage Four 
Times Average 

Million pounds 

36•4 
49 .. 4 
50.3 
73.8 
89.4 
94.7 

Reflecting the strong demand for'chicken meat, withdrawais from 
cold storage during JanuRry were at a record level. A net out-movement of 
45 million pounds took'Dlace .. Most of the "dthdrm"a1s were" fowls, '"hieh 
decreased almost ,1 million 'Dounds from January 1 to February 1 .• ,The hec'wy 
withdrawal prob~bly ~as due in p~rt to the strong demand for this tyne 
of chickFm meA.t for canning purposes. Although stocks of poultry mpat 
1"erp the second l~,rge st ever re~orted for Febru;:l,ry 1 .. '1,vailable" coi~-storage 
stocks for ci viIi-an nur-poses "rere probably not much above avera,ge., Of 
the total 216 million 'Dounds. in cold storage, almost half'was Government 
owned" 

Table 4 .. - Poultry storage stocks: Uni ted States. J~y)uAry 1 
and February l~ 1935-39 average, 1944-45 

----
Month and year Total 

Government : Non-Government 
'- --- holdings holdings __ 

1.000 pounds l,oon nounds 1,000 p.ounds 

January 1,,1935-39 
average •....•. , .. : 137,977 137,977 

February 1. 1935-39 : 
average • _~ ........ : 130,612 130 1 612 

January 1. 1944 226,161 1/226,161 
February 1, 1944 239,993 1/239,993 
January I, 1945 269,021 93,774 - 175,247 
February I, 1945 215, 735 98,814 116,921 

17 InCludes Government ,holdings, for which information is not aVA~e. 

Egg Production Below Last Year; Prices 
--Firm at Ceilings --

For the first time in 5 year~, JanUA,ry fHrm eg8; procluction--346 million 
dozen--declined from the urevious year.. CGm'D:'lrpd 1,d th Janu;:rry .J 9~4, :'outnut 
in JA-nuA-ry 1045 1<laS 8 l')ercent 1e"ls. Accounting for this decline 1"RS a reduc
tion of 1 uprcent in the rate of lAY, Hnd R 7 n.>rcent smA-ller numbpr of lRyers 
on farmg. 
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, :.Suo'Pli~s ,of "e.g:~~. A-n .. ~~~r:~,-:l~e);e ·.b~lO'~ ',those ,?...f>J,ast ..;v:ear because of 
the B 'Oercent decline in production. This ',TAg nartially offset by wi thdr1'q~als 
of commercial shell and'~f~,O,7~~~.~~' ~:r,om ... ~~-l,d storae:e. The total net out
move~ent in January was the enuivalent oT 1,877,000 cases com'Oared with the 
eQl1ivaIeil-t 6f' tj.58.~ ODO""cases-':rn -·;Tanua_rY-l't)"4)+:-:-.--Abour;·~.ni3.lf--O.r.' the' olit-movement 
'in January this,;)':'eai- :was due to GoY~rnment "ri'th'dr8:1-mls:f ";rinCi'OallY by WFA for 
custom 'ai"Yi"ri&;. 'uti.r'Ooses.-:-, ·:1'n-J"'anuP'ry' r'i44:' for'the" rrr'st " t1.fue· on 'r"ecord, there 
"ras a ne~, in:::l'l)'6;j~;Yfet1t" o'r': 'shell egf!.S 'into cold storage. 

,A'; 

" .... 't. .... t 

Al though ~~~ . .'production decl lned ~ -percent fro~, .. t'bat of the nreviou~ 
year, more e""gs ,,,er.-?, available for civil tan consllmpt\.~!l-*·; nrinci.nally ::"fl ~ 
result of decline~~ in WFA's nurchase of dried ep-,g fci~.'J'~nuary. Dried ef"g 
'Ourchased for Ja:;p.iary 1945 delivery totaled only f; mi.~~i~on nounds comnared 
"~,ith 26 mUllon pounds in JanuAry lq44. The eQuivalent,,'of 2 milli.on more cases 
"ras available for ·Ci vi 1 ian consnm'Ot i,'Jn in Jf.muary th~'s 'year than last. 

With the strong civilian. dewm4 for..,.~n.ell ?ge:s ,q.~,d ... m\J,:l,t.ary prQcurement 
nrobably runni ng at least as large as 'la:';t 'y'eAr, the' :riiid:-J~n,?:~ry 'R,verage 
'Price received by farmers sho'-'Ted much less than the usual, Cfec-line 'from the 
-pr,evious mO,nth~" Tha Jpnupry 15, .. lQ45" .fprm n;r.~c.e fo.~ ~gg~--4l cents per 
d,p zen-:":-~as . ~ 'nerceiit below that of the nrevious month ci)mpared "~'i th a usu?l 
~3 'P..e~~~~~ .,deCl\n~er .. :~~pe Janp.a~y' - farm .·T).i-ice .wa~' 6'.)+ g-en~s'. ?~~ve ·.~?nua~y 1944. . ~ 

,", ; _, ~{nc'~ ::~1.d~Ja~~ary, \'lholes?l'~ "Q:rice .... qU:otR{i~.ns' 1-)ave:. deyl in!3d 'in ."'ccoro
'1'!I?-~e,',w~ith the OPA c,eiJ.Jng r.e~1F't;0!.ls •. .9u;,~er:t re.~e,i1?ts.~'t C~i,?a<;;6.on'J2nupry 
.15,~rE?r~' 3?"g,·cep.ts Der.do.zen,wttil;e.~'o~,.FebrD;~ry 17. th~y(hl1~, ~eclin~d to, 3u. 4 
c~nts n~:r dozen •. At .tpe :).,ptter le;trel the' nrice '-'TAS still ~:4 cents above that 

.• of. the ,n.reyio,us y~Ar..· Ef!1b~~~o~!?~ .. ·(m-, q.l;ri1)p~:: fre'ig~~ '~s~i~;;;ents ?:!:Cl tr8?Snortp
tion difficulties in the NortheAstern p'reas "resul ted' in some T)rp~Sure on ceil
ing 'Orices. In some cities mprk:et ren0rts indi..cFlted that sU1'\nlie~ were sh0rt 
of the demand·pt" the . .ceiltnes: by a. !"WplJ,. IT}:,,rf:;~ •. 

,~ .. ' 

Revised Poui"try' Produ~ts-FeecCPri.ce' 
, Rt=' t't,p's -+~ued:' 

'-:1. __ 

New ~erie~ (j.f eg.,~feed. DonI try-feed,· .I'lnd t~rk:ey-feeCl '01",1.ce r<cJti0s, 
have been comnuteCi 1'lnd nubl i shed in Aericu,l turAl P;'ices issuerl by the BureRu. 
of A~ricultural Economics JAnUary 20. lq4~. A fut~re issue of The Poultry 
and Egf: ~Htuation '''ill ca:r,-ry further details ?nd C?mn;;iiSons h'etween'the old 
and new 'Price rAtios. 

Because of higher -prices recei'lred for eg~s,: the' -e'gg-'f'eed nrice rRtio 
in mid~Janu8xy 1945 (revised series) was 21 ryercen~ above that of 1944 ~nd 13 
nercent kb;ve·the IO-year averpp-:e. The rr'ti.o sho,-,(ed ~ c'ontr:'l~~'eF'sonal increese 
of g -percent from December, 1,o,rhereFls theri:! is usually no chan'ge from December 
to J a-nuR·~y,. 

Invent.ory. VR,J,u,e"of: J?oul try ExceedEjd - . ' .. 
Only by Last' ,!ear 

The Age;re~ate value of chic~';ns' on fprrri's'"(pxclusive' ~f' 'broilers) 
Janul1ry 1, lq45 was .'ti616,ono,ono, g nercent below the record' of 1A~t January 
1 but 'othe:r:wi s.e the· hrghest on' t'eqor-d.. The aver-r·ee-. i nvento,ry. yalue nE~r 
chi.cken'· W1""S $1.11· .. ··6 cents be101,!.~the Jpnupry 1 0 44 'inventory val1.?-~' bu t a1mo~t 
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double the 1934-43 average value. T!~e decline in ave~age value from last 
year was primarily due tn the de~res'ses in eg{! prices during 'the early part 
of 1944 so that the value impute4 to chickens on t~e,first of January this 
yea,r was not so great as on Jan~ry I, 1944. The inveh.tory -value of cbj:ckena' 
tends 'to t.ef1ect the relative '·proli.tabili ty in egg urc;iduction.. .. . . - . 

\' . .. . . 
Eot~ the aggr·ega te and the 'Oer heEl d value of tui-keys on .far;m.s J?-IlUarY lo ' 

1945 "we!e the hig;hest on record. This reflected the ,pl.·ospect~ve' \ 
,\~trong- dem~nd for turkey meat; numbers on hand were slightly below: those' of : 
the previous year. iVhe average' inventory value ,·'a s $5'.75' p~r- head: more -than 
double the T934~43 'average and 9 percent above th8~ of J~:.t~ry 1, 1944. The 
aggreg~te value, ~3 million, donats, 1'Tas 3 million dollars' above that of- the 

• '. ... '1.,.. I 
'Prev~Ous year. - ' . .j\ __ \_~ , t,; 

Table 5.- Chickens and turkeys. number on farms Janu~'ry: l·p,nd 
va1ue.'l)er head, number of chickens and turkeys raised~' 

. United States. avera~e 19~4~43, 1940-45 

-- -Chick~ J.urk~ __ : Number raised 
t :_ 

Year 
Number on: Value Nllmber on : Value 

, . farms per f8rms , per Chickens' Turkeys ' . 
-.\ Jan'. 1 head Jan. 1 . head , , . 
" . , 

Millions Cents, Millions Cents Millions' Millions 
Average 
19.34-43 433.6 69.6 6 .. ; 255 702.9 29:0 

1940 438.3 60.5' 8.6 214 617 .0 34.2 
1941 422.9 65.4 7·3 226 716.8 33.2 
19h2 474.9 83.2 7.6 308 794 .8 33.1 
1943 540.8 103.7 6.7 446 934.0 33·0 
1944 576.4 117.2 7.6 529 745.8 36.4 
1945 511.1 111.0 7.5 575 1/716.0 1/39.5 

-17 Eased on intentions as of February 1, 1945. 

EGGS USED IN PROCESSING, 1942-44 

Prior to the last qU8rter of 1941. most eggs 'Orocessed were uut into 
frozen form. For the years 1935 thrf)11.e:h 1939 frozen egg production averageq. 
181 million pounds annually, the equivalent of 4.8 million cases, about 5 
percent of the farm egg 'Oroduction. Since 1941, large quantities of eggs 
have been frozen and dried at later dates. For the past 3 years (19U?, 1943, 
1944) between 20 and 25 percent of the total fa.rm egg production has been 
put into processed form and uti1i7ed in forms other than that of shell eggs. 



Year 

19h 2 

1943 . ~ 

1944 

Table 6~- Shell eggs used in processing, 1942-44 

------
Liquid 

produced . . 
for im- :Net frozen 

mediate : production 

con- 1/ 
::;umption : 

-.5 3.8 

.7 6.8 

.9 8.,9, 

(Hillions of cases) , 
Eg~~e~ in d!Xing ______ : Eggs 

:processed 
:as a per
:centag-6 of 

Shell 

Frozen 
Storage 

3.1 - 3.0 

4.2 3·3 

4.7 /2.9 

Fresh 

:.. 

16.5 

17.6 

24.-1-

Total 

. Eggs 
fTocessed fa.rm 

_---"31'''-0 a 1: 2 t i q n 

26.9 

32.6 

-41'.5 

20 .. 0 

- 21.7 

26.0 

--,-- --- --- --- ----. 1/ Total frozen egg production minus f~oz~n e~gs used in drying. 

Wi th a large eX'Pansion in ege:-drying acti v-i ties, mainly becausE; oi' 1 fmd
lease requirements, an increasin'g volume of ,eggs hp-s been utilized 'for de
hydrpting purposes. About ~8 percent of the f.8rm egr- uroduction in:, the 'P!tQ!t 
3 years waS dried. In 1944 the equivalent of Y' millio'n caSf8 of 'eggs, 18 
percent of the farm egg producti'on, was used for dryin~ 1)Urpo's,.,s~ Most of thir; 
was converted during the spring and came from fresh shell egi':S. Net frozen egg 
production (total frozen egg production minus quantities used for drying. hUG 
shown large increa.ses during the past 3 year.s. Probably accounting for ~his are 
the increased 'uses of frozen eggs by the bakery itldu~try. 

" 
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