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According to the farmers' intentions reoorted about February I, 1945 a decrease
of 4 percent is indicated in purchases of baby chicks, compared with [944. Egg prices
for the next few months probably will continue above last year, and with ample feed
supplies it is unlikely that the number of chickens raised in 1945 will decrease more
than U percent. Based on past relationships, this may result in a slight decrease in
the number of hens and pullets on farms at the end of 1945, compared with December 31,
1944, :



STATISTICAL SUMMARY

AVERAGE ) 1943 1944 1945 cm:r MONTE

ITEN UNIT L FERCRNT L
PERIOD | DECEMBER | JANUARY | DECEMBER | JANUARY | DECEMBER [ JANUARY [p WRAR | AVFE

Layers on farms, nomber ., . . . . . .|Nillion 1984-43 343.7 340.7 485.7 449.8 418.9 417.9 938 128
Number of eggs laid per her ., ., . . .| Fumber 19 84-48 6.34 7.86 7,49 9,98 8.09 9.92 29 181
Total fams prodlctioxl of eggs . , . . 1.9 378.8 282.2 845.5 92 160

Nil, doz, [1984-48] 184.2 216.8 27
Stocks, eggs, U. S
7

Shell . . . . . . v o ¢ . o« . . o] 1,000 case|1984-43 610 207 875 765 411 301 39 145

ProzeZ . . ¢ 4 o « o o s o o« o o 1,000 case| 1984-42{ 1,991 1, 589 2,727 2 179 4, 425 2, 658 122 167

Total, shell ard frozem e o o o o] 1,000 case|1934-487 2 600 1,795 3,402 2,944 4,836 2,959 101 165

Dried whole eggs o » » « « « « + « «|Nil. 1b. —- - - 45.8 | 42.8 107.6 107.3 | 262 | ---
Mpparent egg disappearance, civiliaa:

Total shell egg equivalest . . . . .|Nil. doz. |1984-48 242,0 246.7 306.7 316.2 814.7 350.2 111 142
Dried egg productiom . . . . . . . . .|NEL. lb. -— -== - 21.1 21.6 10.2 - ——— ——=
Cammercial hatchery operationx 1

£ 88T . . . .. s e s e s o . o|Million - -—- - 46.3 115.8 8.2 . SRR

Chicks hatched s e v e e e s e . ofNillion 193448 18.4 31.0 29.6 48.2 34.2 50.6 105 163
Receipts

Poaltry, dressed, foar markets . . .|Nil. lb. 1934-43 66.0 24.0 59.4 2.5 54.8 29.6 108 123

Poultry, live, Chicago s v e s e o|Nil. LD, 1939-438 5.7 3.7 4.7 3.4 3.8 ——— -— —-

Poultry, live, New York ., . . . . .|Nil. lb, 1939-438 9.0 12.4 14.0 10.0 2.3 ——— - ——

Poultry, live, Midwest, per plaat . .| 1,000 lb, |1934-43 21.56 9.6 25.3 15.6 19.4 8.3 53 86

Fowl {hens), live, Midwest, per plant| 1,000 lb. |1934-43 11. 4 7.1 14.5 11.6 13.8 6.6 57 93

Youag stock, Iilva, Midwest, per plant| 1,000 1lb, |1934-48 9.8 2.8 10.3 3.5 5.2 1.4 40 50
Stocks, poultry

Brodlers . . . o 4 « o o v o o o o o N4L. }b. 1934-43 14. 2 12.5 14. 2 14.7 7.6 4.9 33 39

Pryers F e 1. L1 1934-43 14,9 12.8 2.7 20.7 15.5 11.56 55 90

ROASLErs . 4 v v o o » o o « o+ o | Mi}, 1D, 198443, 35.7 31.6 42.0 41,8 32.9 25.3 61 80

Powls (hens) P F (2 e 7 1934-43 30.0 25.0 68.7 69,7 89.3 b8.7 84 235

Turkeys P e . L1 ¢ 8 1934-43 33.3 8.9 36.6 48.3 72.6 T4.2 154 191

Ducks T e b £ 1 7 2. 8 1934~ 438 5.1 3.7 2.4 2.2 8.6 1.7 77 459

Miacellameous and umclassified . . .|Nil. 1. 1934-48 26.2 23.5 41.5 42.6 47.5 39.4 92 168

Total popltry . . . ¢ « « « « « . «|Nil, 1D, 1984-43 159.6 148.0 226.2 240.0 289.0 216.7 90 146
Prices received by famerx

Bggs, per dozea i s e s e o2 s s ofCent 1984-48 30.6 23.7 44.9 84.6 44,5 41,0 118 173

Bggs, parity price per dozem? . . . .| Cent 1934-43 37.6 2.8 44.2 3.1 44.2 37.4 104 130

Bggs, percentage of parity , . . . .|Percent 1934-.8 81 81 102 96 101 110 115 136

Chickens, per pound . . . . . « « .| Cent 1934-43 14.7 15.6 24.4 23.9 24.1 24.2 101 155

Chickens, parity price per pouwnad , .| Cent 19 34-48 15.5 15.0 19.¢ 19.2 1.5 19.6 102 131

Chicker , percentage of parity . . .{Percent '|1934-431 100 98 128 124 124 123 99 126

Tarkeys, per pouad W s e s e s o o Cent 1939-43) 23.1 19.5 33.3 32.4 34.8 34.4 106 176

Turkeys, parity price per pound . .| Cent 1939-48 20.6 19.4 24.0 24.2 24.6 24.8 102 128

Turkeys, percemtage of parity . . .| Percent 1939-438) 99 110 139 184 141 139 104 126

ALl fam commodities {193-14 = WO} | Index no, |1934-43 126 116 196 196 200 201 103 173

Chickens and eggs {1910-14 = 100} Index no. | 1934-43: 141 116 187 178 189 199 112 172
¥Whilesale prices, Chicaga:

Rggs, standards, per dozen e o o] Cent 1933-42 27.0 22.6 40.7 34.9 41.6 38.7 111 159

Live heavy heas, per pound v o s o] Cent 1939-43 19.2 19.5 23.6 24,0 25.6 26.0 108 133

Live broilers, per posad . . . . .| Cent 1989-48) 210 9.1 26.9 2.5 * * — | -

Live fryers, per pound « e o e+ of Cent 1939-438 21.4 19.8 26.9 2.5 27T.4 29.5 107 149

Live roasters, heavy, per posad . .| Cent 19 39- 48/ 20.9 22.2 26.9 21.5 29.0 28.5 107 133

Wholesale prices, New York: .
Dressed broilers, 25-80 pouads per . |

dozen, per poond . . . . . . . . o] Cont 1934-43 25.9 24.2 37.5 37.5 87.6 432.1 86 133

Dressed roasters, {(8-54 poucds per

dozen, per pouBd .+ . . . .+ . , . o+ Cent 1984-43 25.0 25.2 37.5 37.8 8.6 %32.1 86 1z
Dressed fowls, 48-54 pounds per . "
dozen, per pouRd . . « + + + . o+ o Cent 19834-48 22.9 22.4 83.5 33.5 33.6 2.6 85 128

Cash famm income

Total marketings . . +« + « . » « . o|Nél, dol. |1989-438] 1, 157 839 1,692 1, 536 1,704 1, 560 102 186

Poultry and eggs .+ « « o« o o + » » | Nil. dol. |1989-48 137 80 225 147 . 221 177 120 221
Price ratios:

Chicago, broiler—feed . . . . . . .|Lb. feed |1980-43%| 13.4 18.5 12,0 121 | ° s ol

Chicago, light roaster-feed . . . .|.Lb. feed 1989-43 13.2 14.1 12.1 12,1 13.1 13.1 108 93

Parm, egg-feed® . . . . . . ... . Lb. Jeed 1984-43 15.8 12.7 15.5 11.8 15,7 14.3 121 113

Farm, chickes-feed® . . . . . . . .|Lb, Feed |1934-48 8.1 8.0 8.4 8.2 8.5 8.6 104 106

Parm, turkey-feed® . . . . .. .. .|Lb. feed 1984-43 10.5 9.6 11.5 11.1 12.2 12.0 108 125

Fam, egg-layiag mash e s o s o o] Db, feed - - -—- 12.6 9.7 12.6 11.5 120 -
Laying masb, cost per cwt. « + s« o] Dollar - -~ - 3.54 3.58 3.54 8.64 | 199 -—
Peed cost per cwt., tamm poultry ration Dollar 19384-43 1,42 1.35 2,28 2. 26 2.16 — — ——-
Wholesale food pricea (1935-39 = 300) Index no, |1934-43 106.8 102.0 133.5 182.6 133. -—= -— -
Retail food prices { 935-39 = 100) Index no. |1984-43 107.3 108.0 137.1 136.1 137.4 -— -—- -—
Prices paid by farmers including inter-

est and taxea (ISP-14 = W0} . , .|Index no. |1984-43 136 131 167 168 17T 172 102 181
Retail prices {(BL&):

Boasters, dressed, per pouad ¢ o o] Cent 1984~ 43 33.1 31.9 44,7 44.9 45.0 —— - —-—

Bgge, strictly fresh, per dozes . .| Cent 1984-43 8.8 45,2 63.9 54.3 66.9 - —_— e
Nonagricultural employees compensa-

tion (1985-83% = 100} . . . . . . . .| Index no. |1984-43 137.6 117.5 254.1 258.5 276.4 —-— ——— -

Y¥nd of month. Frosen eggs converted to case equivalent.

2Axdjusted for seasonal. .

3Fresh firsts November and December 1933-42 Average. Standards, 44 pounds, December 1944, January 1945.
4All varieties, weights not quoted.

SNo gquotations.

SRevised.
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SUMMARY

Ege producers probably will receive higher prices for most months in
1945 than they received in corresponding months of 1944, This will be due
to 2 strong consumer demand with continuation of a high level of consumer
income, and a reduction in egg production of about 10 percent compared with
last year. Military procurement probably will be somewhat larger in 19L5
than in 1944, The demand for new supplies of dried egg, because of current
large stocks, is not expected to be as strong as in the previous year; but
the supply of eggs available for dehydrating purposes probably will be less
this year than last. ,

Supplies of poultry meat declined seasonally during January and
February. Wholesale prices of chickens were at ceilings, and demand for
chickens exceeded supply by a wide margin. Because of large milifary pro-
curement, high consumer income, and smaller supplies of red meats than in
1944, no immediate change in this situation is in prospect. To aid the
military in obtaining needed supplies of canned poultry (turkey and chicken),
WFO~125 was issued, effective February 14. This order sets aside all canned
- items for sale to designated governmental agencies, and restricts use of

eviscerating plants for other than canning purposes.
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Based on intéﬂfions ag.of February 1, farmers expect to_ppyphg§e
4 percent fewer baby chicks for farm flocks in 1945 than in 194k an@_élso
intend to grow & percent more turkeys. TFeed supplies at present are ample, an@

for the current marketing season feed prices probably will average sliehtly

below thosé of the 19ﬁ3—uﬁ marketiné year.:'

Commercial hatéhéfy‘output in the aiéaS'in and surrounding the large
broiler producing territories continued to increase over last yeéf.j In the
Neﬁ England, Middle Atlantic, and South Atlantic States, increases in commer-
cial hetchings of 43, 12, and 3U percent, respectively, were reported. However".
commercial hatchiing for farm flock replacemenﬁ purposes was below that of last
year, probably because of the relatively low egg prices received during most of
1oLk, |

For "the first time in 5 years, the Jenuery farm egg produption declined
from that of theé previous January. Accounting for an 8 percent decrease in egg
production was a |7 percent smallgr number 6f layers on farms and 1 ngcent dr op
in the rate of lay. Prices received by farmers for eggs in-mid—Jangary aver-
aged U1.0' cents per dogzen, 110 percent of parity, and 6.4 cents above lest year.
Wh@lesale and retail prices of moé% grades of eggs since January 15 have been
firm at or near ceiling levels. Per capita egg donsumption-ha§ continued at a

L2

récord rate. Dried egg purchases by WFA for January and February deliveries
Qere:smaller than in the corresponding monthsg of the past 3 yearse.

The- inventory value of poultry on farms January 1, 1645, was the second
hlghest ‘on'record, being exceeded only by that of last year. The number of
chickens on-farms, 511 million blrds, was 89 percent of January l 19MH.

Turkey numbers:were slightly below the 7.6 million birds on Japuary 1 last year,
but the nmumber of breeder hens onsland Qas at a record of 4,7 million birds,

6 percent above January 1, 19Uk,

-~ February 21, 1945
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OUTLOOK ’

' BACKGROUID.- Egg prices during 1941, 1942, and 1943
rose under the impetus of strong wartime demands.
This was reflected in an increasing numnber of chickens
raised each year, and the 934 million chickens raised
in 1943 was a record number. However, in 194L, be-
cause of burdensome egg supplies and relatively low
egg prices, the number of chickens raised was one-
fifth less than in 1943. As a result the number of
hens and pullets on farms January 1, 1945 was 9 per-
cent less then on Jarumary 1, 194k,

Farmers Intend to Purchase Fewer Baby
Chicks in 1945 Than in 19uk

Based on reports from crop correspondents, farmers intend to purchase
approximately 4 percent fewer bady chicks in 1945 than in 1944, Especially
pronounced are the declines in the West NWorth Central and Rocky Mountain
regions, where a 10 percent decrease in purchases is indicated. The East
North Centr~l area reports that a decline of 8 percent in purchases of baby
chicks will take place. In these three sreas, extensive price support
activities were in operation during 194,

On the other hand, farmers intend to increase baby chick purchases
in those areas where the demsnd for eggs in 194U was relatively strong,
and where at present it appears that requirements will be fairly large --
the Pacific Coast, the South Atlantic, and Middle Atlantic regions. In
those regions increases of 6, 7, and 10 percent, respectively, are indicated.
The New England area indicated a decrease of 6 percent in chicks to be
bought, while the East South Central and West South Central regions
showed a decline of 4 percent in intentions to purchose. Since the in-
tentions report is as of February 1, actual purchases will vary from the .
intentions depending on developments during the hatching séason.

Factors affecting actusl murchoses are the prices of eggs and feed
as they affect the egg-feed price ratio, the chicken-feed price ratio,
and some psychological factors which camnot be measured. Although the
poultry products~feed price relationships will probably continue to be
favorsble for increasing the number of chickens raised, offsetting factors
will probably be the marketing difficulties, especially transportation,
and the relatively low prices received by farmers for eggs during the
early part of 1944. Thus, it appears that the intentions might be taken
as a good indication of the number of chicks to be purchased in 1945,

Becsuse of farm hatchings, yearly changes in the number of chickens
raised vary from the number of those purchased. The proportion of chicks
hatched by commercial hatcheries has been increasing. In 1943, &4 per-
cent of the chicks hatched came from commercial hetcheries. This compares
with 34 percent in 1934,
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Comperlsons of intentions to purchase with actual performance are
as follows:

. Table L= Intended purchases of baby chicks compared w1th
'estlmatgd number purchased as percentnze of 1ntentlons
and number of chlckens ra;sed

‘Year " ¢ " Intended ~; .+ ' Estimated i Mumber of
o purchases ' purchases s chickens raised
"t Percentage of ) Percentage Percentage of, "
¢ previous year of intentions previous year
1938 : 108 105 108
1939 H 108 100 . 107~
1940 : 96 93 &9
1941 : 109 105 116
1942 : 112 105 111
1943 : 116 102 118
1944 : &3 . 99 g0
1945 : 96 '

l/ Based upon reports from Crop Correspondents as of February 1.

Civilian Demand fbr Egeos
gg_Remain,Strong ‘

Per caplta egg consumption in 19MM is estimated at 349 eggs per
person, 2 percent above 1943 and 51 eggs 2bove the pre-war (1935-39) aver-
age. . For 19U5 it is expected that egg consumption will be moderately
higher and probably will reach between 355 and 360 eggs per capita. This
record egg consumption will probably result from a combination of factors:
(1) a continuation of a high level of national income, (2) reduction in
civilian supplies of meat in 1915 from 19UY amounting to about 10 percent.
Although accurate data are not available as to the substitution of eggs
for meat, it is believed that, in view of shortages of meat, some substitu-
tion does take place.

Military procurement of eggs during the past few months, as indicated
. by market reports, has been rather heavy, probably ahead of the previous
year,. Unless there is an abrupt end of war in Europe, military procure-
ment probably will. continue large.

Although additional possible outlets haye recently been indicated
for.dried egg, the demand for new supplies of dried egg has not been as
strong as in the previous year. WFA top ~urchase price for dried whole
eggs for February delivery was 6. 5 cents below the ceiling level, while

.last year the ceiling price of $1.185 per pound, f.o.b. New York basis,
was paid., As of February 17, 1945, purchases for February 1945 delivery
amounted to 4.4 million pounds compared with 27 million pounds for
February 1944 delivery on the comparable date in 19U, o
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Table 2.- Purchases of dried whole egg by the War Food Administration
"through February 17, 1945, by months scheduled for delivery

Year | Jan.fFeb. fMar. prr. f May iJune EJuly fAug. fSept.f Oct.fNov. fDec. fTotal

. .

Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil.
1b. 1b. 1b. 1Db. 1b. 1b. 1b. 1lbe. 1b. 1b. 1be. 1b. 1b.

1942 : 11,4 12.9 13.1 13.4 18.3. 17.5 18.5 19.2 19.2 22.0 25.3 15.8 206.6
1943 ¢ 7.2 20.1 12.6 2l.4 17.2 10.9 19.6 19.9 16.1 16.4:20.1 28.1 209.5
194k ¢ 26.4 27.0 18,37 27.7 27.0 26.1 24,8 31.5 2U.2 20,4 - 12.8 7.6 273.%
1945 ¢ 6.1 L.h .2 :

Conditions Favorable For Egg
Prices to be Above Last Year

With a prospective reduction in egg production in 19U5 of & to 12
percent, and with civilian consumption averaging close to 5 percent above
last year, cornditions rre favorable so that farmers will probably receive
higher prices for eggs then in 1944, However, WFA dried egg procurement
#nd price-support policies may affect this situation.

Since more than enough eggs will be available to meet all demands for
shell and frozen eggs during the next 4 months, including normal storage
demand, prices paid for dried egg and the quentities purchased will te impor-
tant factors effecting farm egg prices. Recently Amendment 2 to RMPR 333
was issued which revised dried whole egs ceiling -rices from those in effect
last year. This revision resulted in a lowering of the celling prices by
3 cents for March through June to $1.12 per pound, f.o.b. New York. On
that basis, it is estimated that dried egg manufacturers could pay about
$9.60 per case, or 32 cents a dozen, for eggs in the midwest. Past relation-
ships indicate that this would result in »n average farm price of about 30
‘to 32 cents per dozen in the flush production season.  During the second
quarter of 1944, farmers received an average of 27 cents for eggs -- 90 per-
cent of paritye

v

Poultry Supplies to Remain Fer Short
of Demand

Marketings of poultry meat will decline seasonally for the next few
months and will be materially less than last year, reflecting the 20 percent
decline in number of chickens raised in 194l compared with 1943. Further-
more, the rate of culling nrobably will not be as great in early 1945
as in early 1944, Higher egg prices will tend to keep layers on farms. Also
the number of pullets available as replacement stock is very low. he num-—
ber of pullets not of laving age on farms February 1 -- 28 million - is
26 percent less than a year ago and the smallest number in 6 years of record.

The demand for poultry meat will.continue strong. Military procure-
ment calls for at leest 200 to 250 million pounds of dressed weight equiva-
lent for the canned poultry program. Furthermore, purchases of poultry by
the Quartermaster Corps under WFO 119 averaged Yt million pounds
per week during January. In addition, the military has been procuring
chicken meat in territories not covered by WFO 119.
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The civilian demand, in view of smaller supplies of meat and‘favépﬂ
able consumer income, will be strong, Supvlies during 19M5 will be less.
than in 1944, by sbout 10 vercent, so that demand w111 exceed
the supplies at celllng prices by a wide margin,

During the summer of 1944, because of declines in mllltary procure~
ment and 1arge meat supvlies, poultry prices were below celllnv levels
With the wholesale and retail prices of noultry expected to be at'
ceilings, farmers-probably will receive somewhat hlgher prices for chickens
in 1945 than in 1944,

Commercial Chick Outout Increases in Areas
In and Surrounding Broiler Producing
Territories

Primarily due to a strong demand 'for chicks by broiler growers,
commercial hatchery operations in areas in and surrounding broiler-
producing territoriss showed increases in Janusry 1945 from the previous
Januatry, In the New @ngland, Middle Atlantic and South Atlantic *States,
there were increases in commercial hatchings of U3, 12,and'33'percent, res-
vectively,

The demand for chicks for farm flock replacement murposes during
January was not so strong as in the previous year. This was probably due to
the relatively low ezz prices during most of 1944 and the unfavorable ege-~
feed price relationshlos. The egg-feed price ratio (revised series)
for the last 6 months of 1944 averaged 13,0 comparsd with 15,0 for the
last 6 months of 1943 and a 1l0-year averaze (1934-U3) for the veriod of 14,2

Decr=ases in commercial hstchings in January from the previous year
amounting to 26 percent were —eported in the Tast North Central States,
The West North Central States and South Central States also reported de—
clines in hatchings during January, The greatest decrease was in the
Rocky Mountain States, where last year marketing problems made price-
supnort activities difficult, In those States 288,000 commercial chicks
were hatched in January 1045 compared with 1,1 million in Janusry 1944 and
the S5-year (1939-43) January average of 848,000. For the United Stat=s
as a whole, commercial hatchings in January were 5§ percent above last year,

Correction-~Source of Baby Chicks for
Commercial Brniler Production

In the January issue of The Poultry and Egg Situation it was stated
that the New Zngland Stat=s were the primary =ource of chicks for the
Del-Mar-Va Peninsula and the Shenandoah Valley, This should have read:

The Vew Wnzlsnd States are the primary source of imported chicks ,
According tn surveys made in Delawar~ and Msryland, one-fourth to one-
third of the hahy chicks raised in the Mel-Mar-Va Peninsula are hatched
in the New Tngland Area, The greater nart of the chicks raised are hatched
loecally.

Record Turkey Cron In Prospect :
For 19U5 ‘

4¢ of Fehruary 1, turkey growers intended to raise 8 percent more
turkeys in 19U5 than in 1944, In 194U A record number of 36,4 million birds
(revision from the %ugust estimste of 35,7 million birds) were raised,
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With the number of bréeder: henq on farmq January 1 1945 — %, 7
million —- 6 percent above that of January 1, 194U, an 8 percent increase
in the number of turkeys raised over last year is possible, Some differ-
ences exist between the intentions and the actual number raised because

"of various facwors, Among these are the prices of poults, the prospective
‘demand, and feed prices., In 194k, for the first time in 7 years of record,
. the number raised exceeded the intentions by 8 percent., In previous years
the intentions exceeded the number raised, © '

1

The requirements of the armed forces apoear at least .as large in

1945 as in 1944, Civilian demand probably will remain’ strong ‘Quring most

of the year, During 194li, demand for tur~keys exceeded supnly by a wide

margin at ceiling nrlces. The average price received by turkey growers

“in 19@& was 31.6 cents per pound, the highest ever renorted, Feed supplies

at present are <omewhat larger tkan last year and prlces of most feed

grains for the current marketing year mrobably will average sllght]y below
191+3~uu. Hence 1t is 1ikely that the number of turkeys ralsed w111 agree ‘
" faifly closely with the intentions. .

RE(ENT DEVILOPMENTS

100 Percent Set- As1de Issvued on
Canned Poultry -

War Food .Order 1P5,.effective February 14, 1945, provides for the
set~aside of 100 varcent of canned poultry (chicken and turkey) for sale to
degignated zovernmental agencies, Military requirements are set at approx-
imately 70 millioﬁ pounds of canned items or the equivalent of 200 to 250
million pounds of dressed poultry,

?Pq1des requiring 100 percent set-aside of the canned poultry, the
order nrevents the use of voultry meat in products such as chicken soup,
chicken or turkey-a-la-~kine and chicken and noodle mixtures, The order
further restricts the evisceration of chickens and turkeys to "authorized
. poultry eviscerators" who are recuired to process according to U, S, Army ‘
specifications, Such eviscerated poultry must then be set aside for sale
to "authorigzed poultry canners" for fulfillment of Army tontracts or else to
be released by zovernmental sgencies,

The canning of poultry is a development which gained impetus with
the coming of the war, Near the end of 1941 the Agricultural Marketing
Admlnlstratlon, a predecessor of the War Food Administration, purchased
canned boned chicken and canned boned turkey for lend-lease purposes, Since
that time, the armed forces have been procurlng.large quantities, Available
indications show that prior to 1939 probably less than 40 million nounds
of dressed poultry were used for canning nurnoses,

An indication of the quantities of chicken and turkey which have
gone into canning overations sre the amounts certified for:canhing by the
U, S, Denmartment of Agriculture Inspection Service, Although this does
not give complete coverage, since some processors do not have inspection
service, it does indicake the relative amount of moultry which went into
canning onerations, In 1943, it is estim~ted that adbout 90 percent of the
voultry canned was certified for canning purpoges by the Inspection Service.
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. Table 3,=-Poultry certified for canning by the Insnection Service

(Dressed weight basis)

Figeal year ending

June 30 : _ Quantity
'\ ' Million pounds

1939 36,4
1940 g L
1941 £0.3
19u2 73,8
- 1943 g9. k4
, 1944 ’ ) 9L, 7

Poultry Withdrawals from Storage Four
Times Average

e

Reflecting the strong demand for chicken meat, withdrawals from
cold storage during January were at a record level, A net out-movement of
U5 million pounds took place, Most of the withdrawals were fowls, which
decreased almost 31 million pounds from January 1 to February 1. . The heavy
withdrawal probably was due in part to the strong demand for this fyvne
of chicken meat for canning purposes, Although stocks of poultry meat
were the second largest ever reported for February 1, available cold-storage
stocks for civilian nurposes were probably not much above average,. Of
the total 216 million vounds in cold storage, almost half was Government
owned,

Table U4 .- Poultry storage stocks: United States, January 1
and February 1, 1935-39 average, 19ul-Us

: : - e

Month and year : Total Gﬁgig?izzt :Nonhgzzizzz nt

9 : 1,000 pounds 1,000 mounds 1,000 pounds
January 1, 1935-39 :

aveTage ..........% 137,977 - 137,977
February 1, 1935-39 : '

AVETAZE murnn.... : 130,612 J— 130,612
January 1, 194k : 226,161 — 1/226,161
February 1, 1944 ¢ 239,993 -— 1/239,993
January 1, 1945 : 269,021 93,774 175, 247
February 1, 1945 : 215,735 08,814 116,921

l/ Includes Government holdings, for which information is not available,

Igg Production Below Last Year; Prices
Firm at Ceilings

For the first time in 5 years, January farm egg production--346 million
dozen--declined from the previous year. Comvared with January }9Ul, “outvnut
in January 1045 was & nercent less, Accounting for this decline was a reduc-
tion of 1 percent in the rate of lay, and a 7 mercent smaller number of layers
on farms,
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.Supplies .of eges in. Jenuary. -were -below -those om-iast;year because of
the 8 vercent decline in production. This was partially offset by withdreawals
of commercial shell and -firozen -wggs- from.cold storaze. The total net out-
movement in January was the ecuivalent of 1,877,000 cases commared with the
equivalent of UA8,0N0" casés Tn Jentary” 1oLk TABGUETRAL T O the out-movement
. in January this‘year ‘was due to Government w1ﬁhdramals, princinally by WFA for
custom dTyifig virvoses. T Terurry SUNT PEF The” Fitst timé on Fecord, there
was a net {n=mévehent” of shell eggs into cold storage.

et ¢

Although egg production declined % percent from ﬁhat of the vrevious
year, more evgs weére available for civilian consumntlon, nrincinally =g »
result of declines in WFA's nurchase of dried ege £or January, Dried ere
nurchesed for Jamdary 1945 delivery totaled only 6 mllllon vounds commared
with 26 million pounds in Janusry 1944, The eoquivalent of 2 million more cases
was available for c1v111an conqumntwon in January thws Vear then laqt

S - P RO ~ - .

With the strong civilian demand for_shell eges.and. m11itary procurement
nrobadbly running at least as large as la<t year, the- mld—January average
price received by farmers showed much less than the usual- decline 'from the ‘
previous month.. The Jenusry 15, 10U5, ferm price for esgs--41 cents per
dozen—~was 8 nercent below that of the nrev1ous month chimpared wlth a usuel
23 percqnt decllne,

-

-

, Slnce mld—January, wholesalg nrlce quotatlons heve decl1ned in =ccord-
.ange w1nh the OPA ceiling reguletions. Current receints at Chicago on Jenuery
15, werg 38 9'cents mer, dozen. whileon Febru“rv 17 they haﬁ decl1ned to 3Lk
cents ner dozen.. At the letter 1eve1 the nrice was stlll 2 4 cents above that
of thé nrevious year, Embargoes nn in1119n frelght shipments end tranqnorta—
‘tion difficulties in the Northeaqtern Areas Tesulted in somé mressure on ceil-
ing orices. In some cities market revwnrts indicated that surnlies weré short
of the demand.»t the.ceilings by a spell margin, )

Revised Poultry Products—Feed Price’
.Retyos-Issued - L o I -

~

New series of egg%feed, noultryv-feed,- and turkey-feed nrice ratins,

have been comhuted snd mublished in Agricultursl Prices issued by the Buresu’.
of Agricultural Economics January 29. 1945, A future issue of The Poultry

and Egg Situation will carry further details and compArisons hetween the old
and new price retios. o

‘ Because of higher prices received for eses, the ‘ege—feed wrice ratio
in mid-Jenuery 1945 (revised series) was 21 wercent sbove that of 1944 and 13
percent sbove the 10-year sversee. The retio qhowed a contrawesasonal increase
of 9 percent from December, whereas ther¥ is usually no change from December
to Januery. ' ) ‘

~ LA t

Invéntory Value-of: Poultry Exceeded - - - - 0 2T e e
Only by Last Year ) '

The sgerezate value of chickens on fArms” (exclusive of broilers)

January 1, 19U5 was 316,000,000, 9 percent below the reéord of last Januery
1 but otherwise the highest on- reqppd The aver-ece.inventory value ver

' chicken'wes $1.11,-6 cents below-the Jenuary 104U inventory velue, but almost

-
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double the 1934-L3 average value. Tkre decline in average value from last
year was primarily due to the decreases in egg prices during ‘the early part
of 194k so that the value imputed to chickens on the first of January this
year was not so great as on Januéry 1, 19ul. Tie 1nvehtory~value of chickens’
tends to reflect the relative _profitability in egg nroductlon.

Both the aggregate and the ver head value of turkeys on farms January]1
194 were the highest on record. This reflected the . plospectlve \
~Strong demand for turkey meat; numbers on hand were slightly below, those of
the preVlous year. The average inventory value wes $5. 75 per head, more “than
double the T93U-U3 average and 9 percent above tha: of Jaruary 1, 1944. The
ageregate value, 43 million doljars, was 3 mlllion dollars abhove that of- the
previous year. ° x “i . ﬂ} ) ( '
- Table 5.~ Chickens and turkeys, number on farms January l.and

value .per head, number of chickens and turkeys raised,’
’ Unlted States, average 193u~u3, 1940-45

Chickens : __luzkevs : Number raised _
¥ ; Number on; Value ; Number on ; Value ; | . t

ear .- farms . : per ¢+ farms . : per : Chickens ' : Turkeys
" Jan, 1 : head : Jan. 1 : head : :

‘ Millions ~ Cents- Millions | Cents “ Millions -  Millions
Average ° . . o
193443 P L33.6 69.6 . 6.7 255 702.9 29,0
1940 P U383 60.5 8.6 214 617.0 3.2
1941 Poheoug 65.4 7.3 226 716.8 33.2
192 P Lkg 83.2 7.6 308 T94.8 33.1
1943 ¢ 540.8 103,7 6.7 U6 934.0 33.0
194 ¢ 576.4 117.2 7.6 529 745.8 36.4
1945 o511,1 111.0 7.5 515 1/716.0 1/329.5

1/ Based on intentions as of February 1, 1945,

EGGS USED IN PROCESSING, 19ua.Lh

Prior to the last quarter of 19&1‘ most eggs processed were out into
frozen form, For the years 1935 through 1939 frozen egg production averaged
181 million pounds annually, the equivalent of 4.8 million cases, about 5
percent of the farm egg ovroduction. Since 1941, large quantities of eggs
have been frozen and dried at later dates. For the past 3 years (19kp, 1943,
1944) between 20 and 25 percent of the total farm egg production has been
put into processed form and utilired in forms other than that of shell eggs.

-
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Table 6.~ Shell eggs used in processing, 19kp-LlL

(Millions of cases) . . .
+ Liquid : : Eggs used in drying : 1 Eggs

: produced : : : Shell : . iprocessed

: for im- :Net frozen , : : : Total a5 a per-
Year'? mediate :production . Frogen : : BgEs  centage of

. cOn- ! 1/ . . Storage . TFresh Processed :  farm

: sumption : : : . : woduction
19Lo . .5 3,8 3,1. . 3.0 6.5  26.9 . 20.0
1943 ¢ .7 6.8 h.o 3.3 17.6 - 32.6 - " 21.7
194k -9 8.9, 4.7 2.9 ek 11,5 25.0
1/ Total frozen egg production minus frozen eggs used in drying. .

With a large expansion in ege-drying activities, mainly because of lend-
lease reduirements, an increasing volume of eggs has been utilized for de-
hydrsting purposes. About 18 percent of the farm egg oroduction in the paest
3 years was dried, In 19&4 the equivalent of 3”2 million cases of eggs, 18
percent of the farm egg productlon was used for drying vurpos~s. Most of this
was converted during the spring and came from fresh shell egms. Net frozen ege
production (total frozen egg production minus quantities used for dryirgs huc
shown large increases during the past 3 years, Probably accounting for this are
the increased uses of frozen eggs by the bakery iddustry.
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