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Production of eggs during 19Lj.4- waS 59 percent above the 1935-39 average. Civil ian 
consumption during 19Lj.4- totaled 351 eggs per capita, 18 percent more than the pre-war 
average of 298 eggs per capita. Of the 194-4 total distribution, civil ians absorbed 73 
percent. Export and mil itary takings were 23 percent of the total, and ~ percent was 
utilized in hatchings. 

Egg production during 194-5 will probably be 8 to 10 percent below I 94-Lj.. But 
civilians, primarily because of a decl ine in use of eggs for dehydrating, will probab~ 
receive 5 percent 'TIore eggs than in 194-4-. Per capita civilian consumption in 191t5 is 
expected to average about an egg a day, or 366 eggs for the year. 
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LS,j6TB OD f annll, ~Bmber 
Nnrnbe,' of "figs .I aid l"" he. 
Tot~l flt.Wl p!'Odl!!!ctio\ of eggs 
Stock", "ill'" U. s.: 

SbeH 
Forozaa 
Total, shell .... d t roz ... 
Dried whol~ eggs 

./pp"reIlt ee~ disappearll!lc .... ,chili ... : 
Total sbell egg equivaleat 

Dried "gg pr"ducHo. 
COTnlTH.';rcial n;;,tchct'j 0piH'oCI.tioIl8: 

Ens set 
Chicks hatched 

Receipts: 
Pool t ry~ d ressoo, fou r ma.rket s 
Poultry, liv", Chicago • 
Poultry. liTe. New Yorll: 
Poultry, live, Midwest. per pl .... t 
Pawl (llensl, li ve, Mid"est, per plant 
Toumg stoc~ 1\"e. Midwest, per plant 

Stocks, roul ay: 
Broilers 
Fryers 
Roasters 
Fotils ~!i! B-Cl n;, 
r.. ,.keys 
Duck. 
Miscellaaeous &Jld nacl .. s8ified 
Total pOQl t'I'J 

Prices received by tanners: 

UNIT 

NO lion 
,uaber 
Ni.l. dcz. 

1,000 case 
1,000 case 
1,000 case 
/f~l. lb. 

Ni.!. doz. 
Ni l. lb. 

Nil lion 
Ni.lLion 

Ni/" n,. 
Ni l. 10. 
Ni.!. lb. 
1,000 lb. 
1,000 lb. 
1.000 lb. 

Mil. 
Nil. 
Ni.!. 
Nil. 
Mi L. 
I!fil. 
Nil. 
Mi.l. 

lb. 
lb. 
lb. 
lb. 
Lb. 
lb. 
lb. 
lb. 

Keis, p .. r doz. ••••••• Cent 
RUs, parity price per dozea 2 • Cent 
BUs, p .... centOll& ot pari ty Percent 
Cbi('..t.011~., pi.:1?" p(':~~~d Cent 
Chickens, pari ty price p .. r ponad Cent 
Cbick",,", percentaie of parity Pe.,.-cent 
·1'1Irll:e1., I'er polllld ••••• Cent 
Turkeys, parity !"ice per pouDd Cent 
Tu~k .. )I'", pc,'c""t •• e of parity • Percent 
All t "170" ccmllodi t.t "" 119 Jj)-14'~ JlOI Index no. 
Cllcl:er.B rule "jigs (1~ 10-14 = laO, 2 Index no. 

Wh'11esale !,)rices, Chic&£o: 
gUs, standards, per dozen 3 
1.i <~e lr~';:'tl'i':" ?;"J-I%~., ver ponnd 
Lt"i0 b.;."oLLc)~c, pcr pOCllid 
LiTe fryers, per pound 

Cent 
Cent 
Cent 
Cent 

LiTe rOMte .. .., beaTY. per pound 
Wholesale prices~ New Yort: 

• Cent 

~e .... ed broi 1 ero, 26- 80 pon.de per 
dozen~ per pouDd .... e •••• 

Dressed rO'-5t"TS, 48-64 pounds per 
dozen, per pctind •••••• 

~e8sed fowls, 48- 54 pounds per 
dozen, per pound • • 

Cash farm incom« 
Total mad:etin2s 
Poultry and ergs 

Price ratios: 

Cent 

Cent 

Cent 

NO. dol. 
Nil. dol. 

Lb. feed Cbic"llO, broiler-reed • 
ChicAgo. liiht roaster-feed 
Fam, en-fe<>d " 
Fan1\, cUcJtGll-feed 

• Lb. feed n. ' __ 4 
Lb. fead. 
Lb. feed Fa!ll!, tu!"l<ey-[""d 

Pa.!"i'ft, (~2'!5-L\vlng ma,~b 
Layhe .. "",I>, cost per crt. ••••• 
r .... d ooat per cwt., tanft poultry ration 
"Aolual. food prices (]9I6-89 = 1001 
R .. tail food pric.s (1186-19 z 100) 
Price" paid by tannere iIlcludin. inter-

eet ..ad taxes (1t 11- U = JlOI 
Retail prices (BLSI: 

Router.., dressed, per pound 
B"e, strictly treah, per dozen 

Noa"llricultural employ ..... compensa
tion (]U5-88 D 100) 

Lb. feed. 
Dollar 
Dollar 
Index no. 
Index no. 

Index no. 

Cent 
Cen; 

Index no. 

PUroD 

1934-48 
1934-4S' 
19U-U 

AVUAIlI 

MARCH 

325.3 
14.57 

396.0 

I,9U-43 1,427 
1984-43 1,733 
1984-48 3,060 

193 ... 43, 

1934-U 
1939-U, 
1939- 481 

1934-4$ 
1934-43\ 
1934-43> 

193'-4~ 
193 ... 43 
193"'43, 
1934-43 
193""3 
1934-43 
1934-43 
1934-43 

1984-48 
1934-43 
1934-48 
191 ... 48 
1934-48 
193'-~! 
1939-4. 
1939-43, 
1939-43 
1934-'3. 
1934-43 

1939-48 
1989-43 
19<19-43 
\919-41 

1934-41 

1984-43 

1914-48 

lU9-43 i 

lU9-'I~ 

1989-43 
1989-43 
191'-41 
1934-43 
1984-'8, 

19U4-43 
1934-48 
11134-41 

183'-43 

181'-41 
lU4-4' 

1914-41 

344.2 

167.2 

16.3 
3.7 

10.3 
7.0 
6.0 

7.9 
8.0 

19.9 
14.7 
29.0 
1.3 

14.9 
95.8 

19.4 
23.1 
83 
15.5 
16.1 

102 
19.0 
19.6 
97 

118 
117 

19.6 
22.1 
23.0 
25.2 

23.7 

26.2 

23.5 

791 
102 

15.7 
17.0 
10.3 
8.3 
9.3 

1.37 
102.3 
103.8 

133 

33. 1 
33. 1 

121. 8 

~d of month. 'rolen .'C. converted to ca ••• quivalent. 
2Adjusted for seasona14 

~o quotation. 

APRIL 

311. 6 
16.78 

523.4 

3.970 
2. 660 
6,630 

309.7 

230.6 

15.6 
3.8 

10.9 
7.8 
6.6 

5.6 
5.2 

13.9 
10.6 
22.7 

1.0 
11. 3 
70.2 

19.6 
2a.9 
84 
16.1 
15.2 

105 
18.9 
19.7 
96 

120 
119 

19.7 
22.5 
23.3 
25.6 

24.2 

26.6 

24.7 

816 
113 

15.7 
16.5 
10.2 
8.5 
9.1 

1.42 
102.9 
104.6 

133 

33.7 
32.6 

122.9 

19H 

MARCH APRIL 

437.8 
15.58 

568.4 

4. 453 
3.962 
8, 415 

352.3 
32.0 

293.6 

17.6 
1. 6 • 

13.3 
5.3 
4.5 
.4 

9.2 
12.9 
28.6 
46.8 
36.6 

1.1 
34.2 

168.5 

30.1 
29.4 

102 
23.8 
19.3 

123 
31. 3 
24.3 

129 
196 
184 

31.9 
25.4 
28.9 
28.9 
28.9 

37.5 

37.5 

33.5 

I, 433 
194 

12.8 
12.8 
10.2 
8. 1 

10.6 
8.4 
3.60 

228 
132.9 
134. 1 

169 

H.9 
47.8 

263.8 

417.9 
16.83 

586. & 

6,963 
5,814 

12.777 

332.3 
32.1 

317.6 

19.7 
2.2 

12.6 
8.5 
7.5 
.2 

6.4 
9.1 

20.8 
35.0 
30.3 

1.2 
27.2 

130.0 

27.1 
29.8 
91 
23.7 
19.3 

123 
30.7 
24.3 

126 
196 
169 

31.5 
25.9 
29.4 
29.4 
29.4 

38.4 

38.4 

34.4 

1. 402 
181 

13.0 
13.0 
9.1 
8.0 

10.3 
7.5 
3.61 
2.28 

132.6 
134.6 

169 

45.0 
45.0 

263.7 

1945 

MARCH APRIL 

396.4 
16.54 

546.5 

1.784 
3. 062 
4,841) 

100.0 

419.8 
17.8 

268.8 

20.2 
.6 

11.0 
3.6 
2.2 
1.2 

2.1 
8.9 

17 .8 
33.2 
46.5 

.6 
32.7 

141. 7 

33.1 
31. 2 

106 
25.0 
19.7 

127 
33.6 
24.9 

135 
198 
195 

35.3 
3 26 • 9 

30.4 
30.4 

38.9 

38 .9 

34.9 

I, 450 
203 

13.4 
11. 5 
8.7 

11.7 
9.3 
3.55 

132.2 
135.9 

173 

46.2 
49.9 

274.8 

377.8 
17.66 

555.8 

3.829 
4.496 
8.325 

77.9 

346.6 

18.0 
.7 

8.7 
3.7 
2.2 
1.3 

2.1 
5.5 

22.5 
23.8 
32.7 

. 3 
30.8 

117.7 

33.0 
31. 2 

106 
25.7 
19.7 

130 
33.6 
24.9 

135 
203 
194 

35.3 
3 27 . 3 

30.8 
30.8 

39.3 

39.3 

85.3 

1.420 
214 

13.7 
11. 5 
9.0 

11.7 
9.3 
3.54 

173 

CURRENT 1I0NTH 
lAS PERCENT OF 

YUR AVO
ItARLIU AIlI 

90 
105 
95 

55 
77 
65 

109 

91 
32 
69 
i4 
29 
(:5 

~3 
60 

108 
68 

108 
2.5 

11:1 
9:1 

122 
105 
116 
108 
102 
106 
109 
102 
107 
104 
115 

112 
105 

105 
105 

102 

102 

103 

101 
118 

105 
126 
112 
114 
124 
98 

102 

121 
105 
106 

96 
169 
126 

150 

115 
18 
80 
47 
33 

38 
106 
162 
225 
144 

30 
273 
168 

168 
136 
126 
160 
130 
124 
178 
126 
141 
169 
163 

139 

132 
120 

IG 2 

148 

143 

IH 
189 

83 
113 
106 
129 

• 

• 
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SUMMARY 

Demand for eggs for the remainder of 1945 will contine unusually strong, 

and prices received by farmers for eggs will be materially highdr than in 1944. 

Civilian egg consumption"during the latter half of 1945-restrained by the 

limited supplies available--may be about the same as in the) latter half of 1944. 

But with a record consumption in the: first half of the year, egg'consumption 

for 1945 as a whole Hill be about 4 percent greater than last year. 

Prices received by farmers for 'eggs 'in early 1946 probably will be 

about the same as in early 1945, reflecting a continued strong demand. Demand 

for eggs may weaken during 191~6, however, and Pric(~s may drop below 1945 levels 

during the year. A decline in exports of eggs probably will occur in 1946, as 

ffJed supplies an? egg ,production are increased in Europe. 

, " 
; 

Egg production for the remainder of 1945 will be moderat~ly below that 

of 1944. For 1945 a.s a whole, egg production probably vvill be about 8 percent 

below that Clf last y.~ar. Egg output in 1946 probably will he about the same 

as in 1945. Production of eggs in "the first quarter of 1946 "proba:b1y will be 

slight1y smaller than in the first quarter of 1945." But in succeeding quarters 

of 1946 egg production is likely to e~al or eXC0ed production in corresponding 

periods this year, reflecting a delayed hatch 'but an increase in the total num-

ber of chickens raised in 1945 compared with 1944. The number of chicks and 

young chickens on farms May 1, 1945 was 2 p0rcent below 1fay 1, 1944. But a 
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late hatch will probably res~+t.~~,~.~~~ger number of pullets on farms Jan~ary 

1946 t~nn on Janu~ry 1, 1945~'~~ightiy'more, than' offsetting the prospective . -. .... '. 

reduction in the number of hens. 
. ,... ...~. . 

Egg production during April was 5 percent Jelow April 1944, but other

wise was the highest on 'record for th,e month. An all-time high in the rate of 

lay--17:7' eggs per av~rage layer--par~ly offset the 10 percent decrease in the 
, , 

number of layers.' The averq.ge price received by farmers for eggs in mid-April 

was 33 cents per'dozen; 6 cents above last ,year. Higher egg prices and some-

what lower feed prices compared with last year resulted in a favorable egg-
" 

feed price ratio. At 11.'5, ,the A.pril egg-feed price ratio was 13 percent above 

the 1934-43 April average. 

An unusual situation existed during early May, the flush product~on 

season. Up-grading of eggs was takin,g pl~ce in many markets. This was a re

flection 01 the record rate ,of civilian egg consumption (partly as a result of 

the scarcity of meats), large army procurements, and a strong demand for storage 

for later use. 

Demand for poultry ,continues to be unusually strong. The margin between 

dt:Jmand and supply recently has widened. '. vVFA reports above-ceiling quotations -

for live: poult'ry 'in some wholesale markets, with prices ranging from 30 to 50 

percent higher than ceilings. Per capita consumption of poultry in 1945 will 

be about 20 pounds, 2 pounds more than the 1935-39 aVerage but 3 pounds below 

the 1944 consumption, and 8 pounds less than the previous record in 1943. 

Consumption of poultry in large northeastern metropolitan areas is running ~ 

below the'national average, as a result of heavy Government procurement in the 

Del-Mar-Va Peninsula and the Shenandoah Valley, important sources of poultry 

supplies for northeastern cities. 

-- May 21, 1945 



THE EGG SITUATION :. 
NUMBER ,'------,,------,-------,------, 

(MILLIONS) 

450 

400 

350 

300 

250 

CASES 
(MILLIONS) 

12 

9 

6 

3 

LAYERS ON HAND 

.... 1 1;44 I 1 1 

~J 
~~\'t--b ", I~ \ . " 
1945 I "'\ __ / 

... J4' .. ,' (- . Avera~ . '/ 
1934·43 

U.!t. STOCKS SttELL ~GS· 

" 
19, . /t' '\ 1 

1--: "'-.- I \ 

. " ~, 
I , 

I
I 

1 
I 

1 , __ -
,ll , .. 

o -;-'" I 

CASES 
(MILLIONS) 

20 

16 

12 

8 

4 

FARM EGG PRODUCTION 

1 , J ~ -, .\~C-
.--!E' ....... \~ 11944 

1 .. 

l_ l-' f" I J 
)

\iz.f.,1945 ...... . 

- I I j ...... ,' I 
AVerage /' 
1934.·43 

JAN APR. JULY OCT. 
* 1ST OF THE MONTH 

U S OEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

CENTS 
PER 

DOZEN 

42 

36 

30 

24 

18 

CASES 
'MJLlIONS I 

12 

• 9 

6 

3 

FARM 

U.5. STOCKS FROZEN ~'GS· 

POU~DS~~====~======~==::==~::==~ 
EGG-FEED PRICE RATIO'" 

• 16 

14 

12 

'10 

8 

JAN. APR. ~ULY OCT 
ABASED ON FARM PRICES' 

NEG 415112 auRE .... u OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS 

FIGURE 1 • 

CENTS PER 
.POUNlJ 

28 

24 

20 

16 

12 

POUNDS 
CM.lLLlONSI 

" 

.10;0 

75. 

!l0 

.11. 

25 

6IIf 
n4tpouLTRY SITUATION 

, CENTS PER r, --~--~-'----r---' 

FARM PRICE OF CHJCKENS 

'1945 '1 I .: 

..!-<-~--~--d.·--"l ---T. j'-19r' 
Average 
1934·43 

1\ 

POUND 

35 

30 

25 

20 

15 

POUNDS 
(TH~051 

24 

18 

12 

~ 

FARM PRICE OF TURKEYS 

~t51 I 1 
~ 

~ .. , , 
I, 

......... I I .......... 1 .. ....... _- ....... _--" I . 

1944 

~,.,.g. I I 1 1939-43 

~ 
~I-' 

f'OWl~: AV£IIA'GE 

~ TIPTS 1'· PLi~T" 
. 1944~ : '\ . 'j''- ~ ,I \ .. , " , 

'. 1.- ,--, \ 
t: ., ..... ' \ . 

·UPELYf:/~ ~ 
, "... I . , t-----~t"'~ -1- Average l'-...:l. 1934-43 

o ,-, o 
POUNDS 

(THOUSANDS) 

,,1945 
I 

POUNDS r , 

I MILLIONS) 

80 

60 

40 

20 

o. 

U. S. STOCKS OF CHICKENS * 

~J-1944 -+1'--+---1 
-.... :11 ., 

\ 
\--'--+-1 ---I--

1\, 
I~\'I~~/D ~~~~jl'--

Average ~ 
1934-43 

JAN. APR. JULY OCT. 

20 

15 

10 

5 

o 

CHICKENS. YOUNG: AVERAGE 
:RECEIPTS PER PLANTA 

1945 

"\ . 
~ 

JAN. APR. J U L Y. OCT. 
* 1ST OF THE MONTH b RECEIPTS AT CENTRAL WESTERN PRIMARY MARKETS 

U S DEPARTMENT OJ" Aaft'CULTUI'tE NEG 4e1l3 BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS 

FIGURE 2 

UI 



MAY 1945 - 6 -

OUTLOOK 

BACKGROUND: Prior to the-,war the principal outlet for eggs 
was the civilian market. About 4 percent of total produc
tion was used for hatching. vJartime conditions brought 
large exports and also large military requirements. In 1942, 
1943, and 1944, exports, including lend-lease shipments, 
accounted for 10 to 15 percent of total egg production. 
Military takings accounted for 8 to 9 percent of produc
tion in 1943 and 1944. 

Table 1.- Eggs: Supply and disposition in the United Stat8s, 
1}35-39 average and 1940-44 

_______________ (Shell egg equivalent) 
:1-Il-'1-i-ta---: - Civilian- -

:ry pro-: consuln.ptio~ 
Stocks: Eggs:, cure- : 

at : used Stocks: ment Period 
and 
year 

Total 
egg 

:produc-: 
tion 

11 

begin-: : Com- : for : at :and ~lFA: 
ning :I~ports:mercia1:hatch_:end of lend-: Total 
of 21 :exports:ing b}: year lease: 

Per 
capita 

year : '2./: : y ship-: 
2/ _-=- ments_: __ -"-- __ _ 

Mil. 
doz. 

Mil. 
doz. 

Mil. 
doz. 

Mil. 
doz. 

Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. 
doz.. doz. doz. ~ 

No. of 
egps 

: . 
1935-39 av.: 

1940 ..... : 
1941 ..... : 
/1942 ...•. : 
,1943 ••••• : 
,1944 ...... . 

3,335 
3,629 
3,828 
4,430 
4,972 
5,3G5 

78 
74 
77 

12)-\-

310 
306 

18 2 
7 5 

15 12 
3 13 
1 19 
1 19 

126 
125 
147 
168 
203 
176 

78 
77 

124 
310 
306 
460 

203 
634 

1,021 
1,175 

3,225 
3,503 
3,434 
3,432 
3,732 
3,784 

298 
316 
311 
311 
,)45 
351 

17 Includes ~onfarm prodUC'tIOn estiElated atJ:()pel'cent of farm }Jroductiou.-:-
y Since 1941, includes 8stimated WFA stocks of dried and shell eggs. 
¥I. EstiBn.ted from the total llwaner of chi ckens rni sed in the United States flnd. 
t~e n.vor~ge nUmber of eggs required ~er bird rAised. 

Strong Demand for ~ in Prospect for 
Remainder of ~ 

e .. 

For the remainder of 1945, the demand for eggs probably will continue 
strong, reflecting (1) continuation of a high level of consumer income, 
(2) scarcity of red meat, (3) large military requirements. 

Civilian demand for eggs is closely associated with consumer incomes. 
Some reduction in consumer inCOII18S may occur during 1945, but the decline 
probably Viill not change the demand for eggs mc..terially. 

... 
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The scarcity of meat has contributed to the current strong demand for' 
eggs. For example, during the first qu"}-rter of 1944 when both mea:. and egg 
supplies were large, egg consumption p~r person was only about, 90 eggs. In 
the'first quarter of 1945, when:meat supplies were reduced, and egg prices were 
increased, consumption amounted.to 100 to' 105 eggs per capita:'" Civilian con
sumption of meat during 1945 is !3xpected to be in the neighb?rhdOd of 120 to 
125 pounds per capita. (wholesale dr'essed weight) compared wtth 150 pounds in 
194~ and the 1935-39 average of 126 pound~. 

WFA procurement of dried.eggs th~s far this year has been tt~ smallest 
since purchase. p'r'ograms were, inaugtirated~ 'No dried eggs were purchased duri.ng 
the 2 weeks end.cd May 19. This, is the .first time during the' flush production 
,season in over 3 years that' viJFA made' nci 'ptirchases of dried eggs. 

Table '2.- Purchases thI"ough May 19, 1945, of dried whole egg by the W.lr Food 
Administration, by Dont~s scheduled for delivery 

-- --. 
Year Jan. : Feb. : Mar. : Apr. : MaJr . June July:Aug. : Sept,: : Oct. : Nov. : Dec. . Tota~ 

J-942 
1943 
i944 
1945 

: : : . '. . . . ---
Illil. Mil. Mil. lvI,il, . Mil. lvIil. Mil. uil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. 

I 

lb. ~ lb. ~ 1b. lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. ~ lb. Ib t 

,11.4 12.9 13.1 13.4 18:3 17.5 18.5 19.2 19.2 22.0 25·3 15.8 206.1. 
:, ',7.2 20.1 12.6 21.4 17.2 10.9 19'.6 19',9 16.1 16.4 20.1 28.1 209.( 
: "26.4 27.0 18.3 27.7 27.0 26.1 24.8 31.5 24.2 20.4 12.8 7.6 273~( 

l 6.2 5.0 9.8 10.6 3.6 0.5 ' . . - -----
In order to make eggs ~ore ~reely available to civilians and the Armed 

Forces, 1WA further reduced the top paying price for dried eggs by 3 cents per 
pourtd, effective May 14. This was in addition to the 3 cent red1il:ttion effec"!.. 
tive April 1. The top paying price' for the period M~y b.nd':June delivered New 
York City is $1-.06 per pound compaJ:'ed with the ;i~;t..12 ceiling price, and the 
$1.15 purchase' price during the same months of 1943 and 1944. ',' 

f. ' • 

Despite the reduction in HFA procuremehts, supplies 0f' eggs av~dlable 
to civilians prouably will be far short of ~he demand at ceiling prices for 
the remainder of 1945., The· decline in T'lFA. purchase,'s' pr,obably will about off
set the moderate reductipn,in egg production from 19#4 and the' smaller com
mercial storage stocks, About as many eggs will b~ available to civilians 
and the military in the sec'ond half of 1945 as in the second half of 1944. 

~ ,,~. 

Pric~s of ~ May Beeline 
in~ , ',"<, 

Civilian dem~nd for eggs durfng the first quarter of 1946 may be nearly 
'as ,strong as in the first quarter of 1945. Production of eggs will be slightly 
~egs than in the first ~uartclr ~his year, r0flecting a del~yed hatch in 1945 
and a smaller number of hens on farms Ja~uary 1 next year than this. Prices 
received by farmers for eggs;probably wiil be about the same as in the first 
quarte:c: of 1945. 

'! '.~ 
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Demand and,prices for egg9 may decline after the first quarter of 
• '1946, depending largely on the level of consuntt:lr income anq the availability 

of meats. Civilian meat supplies 'are likely to continue relatively small in 
'the first' part of 1946, but the meat-supply position probably will improve 
during the Ye,ar. - .A 'considerable in,crt:lase in the fall pig crop is expectt:ld 
in 1945, which would result in inc,reased hog'marktltings, compared with those 
of this 'year, beginriing in the spring of 1946. With large numbers of men in 
military service, military requirements for eggs probably will continue 
relatively la:rge, during most of 1946. On the other hand, exports of eggs 

'may declin~ a's fe'ed supplies and egg production are increased in E1lrope. 
Report~ from Brita'in indicate that egg producers during the coming months 
will receive larg~r ~llocations of feeds than heretofo~e. " ., .. 

Egg production for 1946 as a whole probubly will total abou.t the same 
as in 1945. Firs,t-quarter', out put will be smaller, but in succeeding quarters 
output will be e'lual to or gre~ter than in· corresponding periods of 1945. 

, .. Present indications.a~e tha~ the.. number of chickens raised in 1945 will be • 
',' slightly ~arger tpan, i~i 194~. 
" , 

·-janu~ry 1,'1946,'Laying Flocks Expected to be 
~.. About the Same'.~ ~' Januax.y 1, .1945 

Fren :5"'1 ,U['.T;)7' 1, 1945, through April 1945, the percentage decline in the 
"average nurnb-er of' layers and potential layers on farms was about average, 
'and the same"as in'the corrt:lsponding period of 1944. ,The average number of 
layers on farms during npril was 378 million birds, 91 million less than the 

. Janudry .. l number of ht:lnB "ind pullets, a. decline of 19 percent. In 1944, 
during th~ same period, there was a reduction of 100 million layers and po-

, tential layers--19 percent--while in the 1940-44 period there w~s ~n average 
decrease 61': 20 percent from January 1, through April. Rep0rts indicate 

"'howev~~,' that because of high prices obtained for poultry, there H8.s been 
some'liquiddtion of laying flocks in the North Iltlantic St3,tes :where the 
poultry~meat shortagt:l is acute. The nllinber of layers and potential layers 
in th~ North Atlantic area decrc:!ased 27 p:3rcent from January 1· through • 
~pri~, compared with a usual decline of ~bout 20 percent. 

Although laying flocks during 1945 may fit:lcline more than in 1944 
'because of' high 'poultry prices, .:i larger number of young,chickens for replace-
ment purposes' probably will be available. This will offset the decline in 
the average number of layers, so that the number of hens and pullets on farms 
January 1, 1946, will probably be about the same as on Jdnuary 1, 1945, or 
slightly larger. On May 1, 1945, chicks 3.nd young chickens on farms from 
this year's hatch numbered 457 million birds, 2 percent fewer than on May 1; 
1944. However, lust year, from May 1 through June 30, the number of young 
chickens on farms increased 118 million head, comp __ J.red with the usual incrt:::ase 
of about2ooffiillion head. The number of eggs set in April was 15 percent 
larger than in April,1944, and orders for baby chic'ks as of May.l were 131 
percent above those of last y~ar. Th~s year, because of rel~t.ively high 
egg prlces and a favorable egg-feed price ratio, a late hatch probably will 
occur,. similar to that in 1943. During June and July 1943, commercial hatch
ing operations Wt:lre 17 percent of the total for the year. UBually (1935-39 
average) about 11 percent of the total hatch takes place during June and ,TulY. 
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.: ~00mr,lercial hatchery operations ·q.uring April were{p~~~e~ 1~boV8 . . . . ~ ... . ....~.., 

····~ri:l ~944. Hdtchings this year w.jJ"'e _f1' to a' l.ate.;st.a.!t.~: In ,F€bruar~ and 
Mt:i-F-~ li, c·omr.1ercial ha tching's . were l6' anq. ·8 'p6)~cent . be-lo.w J:h:e .'!3am.e month;s of 
the previous year. However, with the' improved demand ol.J.tlook and .. hig~er 
prices .for ~gs, hatchin~ oper~tions ga.ined .j,mpetu~ and are above ias~ yeB:r ',f! 
level~ , 

,Large.incr~ases in ha.tching this April compared. with last occurred 
in the.New E~gland and Atlantic States, where a large proportion of chicks 
hatcheQ' are.vsed for commercial broiler producti0n~ However, the East North 
Central States in' April,' for the first time' this JTear" showesi an 'il!crease in 
b.atchA,11g~ (ll percent) compared w~th last year. Hatchings w~re about. the 
same as last 'yeal~ in the ;;est North Central Eitates. Hatching operations in 

. the: North Centra;!. area: are. primarily for flock replace mert 'purposes, and large 
. iricr~ase compared. with 1,lSt year p.r'.cibably wi:il. occun during the next 2 months • 

Present indic'ations are' that' feed supplies for the ca"ming feed year 
will be ample. Based on farmers' intentions as of Marah 1, the output of 
the 4 principal feed grains--corn, oats, barley, nnd sorghum grains-will 
probably be at near record level~. The carry-over o~ feed gr.'lins ;Will be 
relatively large this ye.~r. Supplies of feed grain per grain-consuming anima:!. 
unit for the 19'15-46 feedll1g year, if average yields a;re obt.aiI~ed, will probCj.
bly be near the :1942-43"J;'ecord.. "Sgg prices during the"latter half of 1945 

·,.are expected to be aDove those of a ~rear eir lier, arid 'prices paid for feed 
slightly lower',: if .grain· crops are as large as now seems likely. The egg-feed 
price ratio thus wouic:i continue favorable to a high 'level .of egg production. 

fiEC:2:NT DEVELO?MENTS 

Rate of Lay at All-Time High 

The. Ap~il 1945 ~ate of 'lay-' -17.7 eggs per average l~y.er--was the 
highest· ever reported for. aClY' mont-h. The s·3a:sonal peak 'in the rate of lay 
is usually reached in May •. The April rate of lay this ~rear was 5 percent 
abolle a ye,ar. earlier,. and exceeded the previous record in April 1943 by 
4 percent. High re,turns, ample feed' supplies, and an 0xtr~me~y warm and 
earlT spring were probably important factors in this record rate' of.lay • 

. Also this Y8ar, with. 10 percent fewer layers on farms, tl!.e;re is 19s5 crowd
ing in houses than there was a year ago. There has probabiy been a steady 
,:il'ijProvement .. in. type of bird raised in recent years, primarily because of 
the influ~ncE?, of the National Poultry Improveme.nt Plan., introduced in 1935. 
There. was 9-,: ste~dy incr8ase in'the rate' of lay, from 121 eggs per average 
layer in 1936 to 144 eggs in 1942. In 1943., the .rate· declihed slightly, to 
)..43 eggs, but in 1944 it reached a record of 147 eggs par·cJ.verage layer. 

Ther8 has also been a flattening out of the sea~.onalit~T 'of the rate of 
lay. In,the late 1920's', the NovcJ:loer rRte WA.S (''bout 1/4 of tUG May peak. 
In tho 19140 I s, the Uovom'bor l'[tte hl:'.s 'been o'bout 2/5 of the peak rA.t~ reA.ched 
in May. Hens and pullets nro laying a hU"gel' proportion of the eggs in the 
fall than they did in the early 1920's. 
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Table 3.-Average number of eggs produced per 1~yer, United States, 1935-45 
--- --- --- - - ----.;.- - --- --- --- ---

Year :Jan. , , 

; No. 

:Mar. :Apr. : May ~June :July :Aug. :Sept.':Oct. : Nov. 

'No. 'No. 'No. ·No. ''No. 'No." No. 'ito. 

:Dec. :Tota.3: 
: ... ...:;:"I('!"""-
No. No. 

If"erage: 
1)35-39: 6.6 
, 

1941 
1942 

',1943 
1944 
1945 

8.7 
9.2 
9.0 

:10.0 
9.9 

10.3 
10.,6 
11.0. 
12.1 
11.7 

15.0 
15.5 
15.7 
15.6 
J.6.5 

16.9 
17.5 
17.0 
16.8 
17.7 

17 .4 
17.6 
17·3 
17.2 

15.1 
15.2 
15.0 
15.0 
1\ 

13.8 
13.8 
13.7 
13.8 

12.~ 
12.3 
12.3 
12.4 

10.0 
10.0 
10.0 
10.3 

8.2 
8.1 
8.1 
8.8 

--- --- --- - --'--- --- --- ----- --- --- --- ---
Egg production during April--556 million d07.en--was 5 percent less than 

April 1944, but otherwise the highest April on record. The number of layers • 
on farms was 10 percent smaller than in April 194u, but the record rate of 
lay was an offsetting factor. 

Demand i£! ~ Strong 

A very unusual situation hfl.s arisen with respect to the denand for eggs 
for this time of the yea~--the flush production season. Indi·cations are that 
the supply available has not been s.ufficient to meet the dem~lnd at ceiling 
prices. Recent reports indicate that upgrading is taking place at ma~l mark&t,. 
WFA has discontinued reporting quotations for current receipts, because trad- -
in~ in that grade no longer is taking place. Many stores in large metropolitan 
centers especially in the Northeast have not had sufficient eggs to sa.tisfy 
all customers, and have either sold out early in the day, or were rationing 
sale$. 

Besides a strong civilian demand, Army requirements are large and thus 
far have not been completely filled. Priorities on shell and frozen eggs ~ 
were instituted during April to aid in satisfying the needs of the armed forc~: 

There has also been a very strong demand for e~gs for storing purposes, 
since comJllE'rcial storage stocks are far below flverRge. An indicntio:o:· of the 
present strong storago derJand is the QUotati01i. for Octob0r egg futures, 1t!~i ch, 
D,S of Vtoy 21, was 1+t!·.85 cents. only 0 .. 35 cent beT.o"" the ceiling price. 

Prices received by farmers for eggs in mid-Kpri1 aver?ged '33 cents per 
dozen, the same as.:im the previous month !but 6 cents above that of April 15, 
1944• The April 15, 1945, price receive"d by fflrmers WflS 106 percent of parity, 
With egg prices significantly higher than last yeAr and feed prices slightly 
lower t the egg-feed price ratio ",as very fC'vor1'ble for egg producers. At 
11.5, the E'gg-feed l)rice rFl,tio ,,,['s 26 percent ['bove a yepr eRrlier and 13 per
~ent above the 1934-43 pverAge for mid-hnril. 

Commercial Stocks of Shell Eggs' 
Far Below Avera/!.-;--

Reflecting strong current demands for immediRte consumntio~', the total 
into-stor~ge movement of shell and frozen eg~s of 3.3 million cases during 
April was flbout 40 percent below April last year. Total stocks of shell and 
frozen,eggs on May 1 were the eqUivalent of 8.3 million cases, far below last 
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year ':$ :.rocord .~4AY 1 holdings of 12.-8 mil:J.ion Cf) pes, but slip:htly ~bove the 
5-yea~. (1937-41) averAge for May I.' However, 8 good nortion of .this yeAr's 
he.ld~~g~~-about 15 to ?O percent--wcre Government owned. Shell e~g stoqks 
tot~1E¥d:;3.8 million cf'.ses, of which one million ceses w'el:e ~overnment owned, 
.pr.imar~ly by the armed force~.. In the 1937-41 period, com~ercip,lly-owned 

/ stocks on iJlay 1 ?-veraged pbout 3-1/2 rpillion cpses. 

'J! 

f . 
Since 1Viay 1, the rate of into-stol!'age movement hRs dec+ined significant-

ly. lrito-storage movement o~ shell ~ggs in· th~ 35 marke~s duri~g 1arly May ~ 
was ,f).bout 1/2 o~ the pre-war· _8,verege, and about 4/5 of lfH~t yeRr •. Fro zen-
eggs inputs for the first -3 weeks in ~Viay were running behind J.p,st yep.r IS, 

levels. Stocks of dried eggs c?-uring April declined aplJroximately 20 million 
pounds. This was due to large lend-leasa shipments of dried eggs. . ,'; 

,i'able 4~ ... Eggs: Stor£l.ge stocks in the United St[\tes" ond net into-storage 
lnolVement at 35 markets, selected ~Rtes 

---- ~ 
Into~8ge movement ,in 35 markets . - :U.nited Stp.tes stocks: 

' __ hreek ended as of -1945) -1l~_: 
Year ,: _April 1 May 1 MP.;y ----,: 5 . 12 19 2L-

. - . --
1,000 1,000 l,OOQ 1,000 1,000 1,000 
CRses cases cases CAses CRses cases 

Shell: ! 

Av. 1937-41:' 1,153 3,468 493 486 h62 399 
1944 ••••••. : 4,453 6,963 299 . ,327 347 225 
1945 .• : ... ~: 1,7g4 3;?29 334 '232 234 

... 
Frozen: 

Av~ 1937-41: . 1,694 -- 2,517 132 : .. 13g '14g 132 
1944 .•••..• :. 3,~62 5,814 2g7 296 '29Q 262 

.. -1945 . ''3~'tJ62 '.4,496 " -303 130 . - -.- - 255' · ...... : 
Dried: 

1944 . , 6,748 7 .9~9 · ... : ... 
1945 . 9,996 7,792 

.. 4 .......... · ....... 
( .. -. ; -

1/ Gov~nt holdings included in 1944 and 1945~~~F=r-ozJ~'anQ'dtied eggs con
verted to, shell-egg equivalent on bRsis of 37.5 pounds of frozen egg and 10 
pounds of dri ed ~gg to the CR..se. ~ , ., ~ 

Abo1Ta Caili)ng Pri ce s Q,uo t ed for Poul try .. ~ 

R~ce~tly. the margin bet~Teen demand and supply 'f~r'noultry meat h:=ts be
come ver'y "ride.' . ~VlFA mArket reporters are quoting ElbCWe' ceiling wholesale 
prices for live poultry fit Ne", York Ci.ty. FI'1.vorFible consumer income, large 
mili te.ry requirements, and Rcarci ty of me8.t are the importAnt factors con
tributing to the strong deop.nd. 

Although poultry meat supplies are far short of deoand, civiliRns during 
1945 probC"bly will receive an averpge of 20 pounds per capita, 2 pounds above 
the 1935-39 average, but 3.5 pounds below the estimpted 1944 disappearance 
and about 8 Dounds less thRn the record 1943 consumption. Civilians in the 
large metroPQlitan areas, especially in the NortheRst, will pr9bRbly receive 
significantly smaller quantities than the aver:'l.''!:e for the United States. 
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Large sources of supplies for the northeastern metropolitan centers of 
New,York, Philadelphia, and Boston ~re the commercial broiler producing areas 
of the Del~Ma~-Va Peninsula and the. Shenandoah Valley of Virginia and West 
Virginia. War FOQd OXder'1l9 Virtually p:r:ohibi ts :he' sale of broilers produced 
in those area~; except to governmental a'£:~ncies. In 1944, New York received 
about 36.percent of live D0ultry receipts from the ~el-Mar-Va Peninsula and 
the Shenandoah Valley and Philadelphia received 79 per'cent of its receipts 
from those areas. tn addition to the above mentioned areas, War Food Order 119 
has been applied to the importan~ commercial broil~r producing c~ters in 
Georgia~.Oklahoma,.Missouri, A~kansas. The order was further e~(ended, 
effecti va filay 14, tc? 10 important producing counties 'in North Carolina. The 
States' .in wr'ich the order is operative at present produced about 65 percent 
of the to.ta,l, 1944 commercial broiler output. 

, Prices received by farmers for chickens in mid-April were 25.7 cents 
per Dound and were the second highes~ ever reported for tha~ month, being 
'exceeded only in mid-April 1920. The supply of poultry meat, although now _ 
increasing seasonally, is below last yee.r. Receipts fro~ the',m:idwestJprimary 

'ma:tkets"during May were running abo1lt 70 percent behind those of last year. 

~.- Commercial cold storage stocks of poultry on May l~ 1945, except for 
May'l, 1943. were at the lowest levels reported since 1921. Total stocks of 

. frozen poultry (excluding turkeys, ducks, geese and other: types of poultry) 
were 118 million pounds. Of this quantity, 76 million poilnds were Governme"t

.. owned, so that only 41 million pounds were commercial stocks. 

Table 5.-Poultry storage stocks: United Stetes, April 1 and May I, 
1934-43 average, 1944-45 

--- --- --- - --- --- --- --- --- ----,- --- --- -
Month and Total : Government Non~eovernment 

year holdings __ .:. ..:. __ .,...:~holdings __ _ 
1,000 pounds 1,000 pounds 1,OOQ,~ounds 

Apr. 1, 1934-u-J 
average •••••••• ; 

May 1, 1934-43 
average •••••••• : 

: 
Apr. 1, 1944 ••.•• : 
May 1, 1944 •••••• : 
Apr. ~, 1945 ••••• : 
May 1, 1945 •••••• : 

95,764 

70,244 

i68,478 
130.044 
141, 708 
117,668 

70.244 

1./168,478 
1/130 ,044 

,9'°437 
41, 51 

1/ Includes Government holdin~s, for which data are not available. 
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