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Production of eggs during [944 was 59 percent above the 1935-39 average. Civilian
consumption during 1944 totaled 35i eggs per capita, 18 percent more than the pre-war
average of 298 eggs per capita. Of the {944 total distribution, civilians absorbed 73
percent. Export and military takings were 23 percent of the total, and 4 percent was
utilized in hatchings.

Egg production during 1945 will probably be 8 to 10 percent below 944, But
civilians, primarily because of a decline in use of eggs for dehydrating, will probably
receive 5 percent more eggs than in I944. Per capita civilian consumption in 1945 is
expected to average about an egg a day, or 366 eggs for the year.



STATISTICAL SUMMARY

AVERAGE 1944 1945 CURRENT MONTH
. 5 PER
1T R UNIT
YEAR | AVER-
PERIOD | MARCH APRIL MARCH APRIL MARCH APRIL  |paprreel ack
Layars on fama, sember . . . . . . .[Nillion 1984-43 325.3 311.6 437.8 417.9 396.4 377.8 90 121
Namber of oggs 1214 per hen e o 0 o of Number 1984-48: 14,57 16.78 15. 58 16.83 16.54 17.66 105 105
Total fam ;,-'ud!cuo:i of eggs . . . .} Mil. doz. |1984-48 396.0 523.4 568, 4 586.2 546.5 555.8 95 106
Stocks, eggs, U, .
Sekl . . . . o s e s e o s« o} 1,000 casel1984-43} 1, 427 3,970 4, 453 6,963 1,784 3,828 55 96
Frozaen e e v b e v s a s s e o« o| 1,000 case| 1984-431 1,733 2, 660 3,962 5,814 3,062 4, 496 77 169
Total, shell asd frozen se + o+ +] 1,000 case|1984-43] 3,060 6, 630 8, 415 12,777 4,845 8,325 65 126
Dried whkole aggs . . s e e e e e ){tl ib. ——— -— —-—- -—= - 100.0 77.9 —— -—
lpparent egg dissppearuca, civilian: .
Total shell egg equivalemt . . . , .[Nil, doz, |1934-48 344.2 309.7 352.3 . 332.3 419.8
Dried egg production . . . -« « » » o« <§MEL. b, - -— ——= 32.0 32.1 17.8
Comsnarcial hntchery operations 4
Bggs set . C e e o e e e e e s o Nillion -——
Chicks ha.tched S L 3 9 270 ) 1984-48 167.2 230.6 293.6 317.6 268.8 346.6 109 150
Receipts:
Poultry, dressed, four markets . . .[Nil. lb, 1934-43 16.3 16.6 17.6 19.7 20.2 18.0 91 115
Poultry, live, Chicago e e e . o|NEL. 10. 1989-438 3.7 3.8 1.6, 2.2 .6 .7 32 C 18
Poultry, live, New York . . . . . .{Nil. ib, |1989-43 10.3 10.9 13,3 12.6 11.0 8.7 69 80
Pounltry, live, Hidwest, per plaat . 1,000 1b. |1934-48y 7.0 7.8 5.3 8.5 3.6 3.7 44 47
Fowl (hens), 1live, Midweat, per plant 1,000 1b, |1934-43 6.0 6.6 4.5 7.5 2,2 2.2 28 33
Yourg stock Iijve, Midwest, per plant| 1 000 Lb., |19384- 43: —— - 4 .2 1.2 1.3 65 —-—-
Stocks, pouliry:
Broilers . . + o o . . . o . . oo oiMil. Bb. 1934~ Aau 7.9 5.6 9.2 6.4 2.1 2.1 38
Pryers 6 e o s s s e s s e s s o o|NEL. b, 1934-43 8.0 5.2 12,9 9.1 8.9 5.5 60 106 '
Boasters . . , « » o « o « o o o o o ML, 1), 1934- 43 19.9 13.9 28.6 20.8 17.8 22.5 108 162 )
Fowle i{heas) P . LI 1934-43 14.7 10.6 45.8 35.0 33.2 23.8 63 225
Tarkeye e a e e s e w e e o o ol MLl BD. 1934-43 28.0 22.7 36.6 30.3 46.5 32.7 10+ 144
Ducks T . £ 2 P 7. 0 1934-43 1.3 1.0 1.1 1.2 .6 .3 25 30
Miscellaneous and umclassified . . .[N{l. lb. 1934-43. 14.9 11.3 34.2 27.2 32.7 30.8 114 273
Total posltry . W e e e e s o) MiLl. 1b. 1984438 95.8 70,2 168.5 130.0 141.7 117.7 91 168
Prices received by tamerx .
Bggs, per dozes N s s s o of Cent 19834-438 19. 4 19.6 30.1 27.1 33.1 33.0 12¢ 168
Bggs, parity price per dozen2 e+ . o Cent 1934-43 23.1 22,9 29.4 29.8 31,2 31,2 106 136
Rggs, percentage of parity . . . . .| Percent 1934-43 83 84 102 91 106 106 116 126
Chickens, pesr potad . o o« 4 o o » of Cent 1934~ 48] 15.5 16.1 23.8 23.7 25.0 25.7 108 | 160
Chickens, parity price per pouad ., .| Cent 19 34-48 16.1 15,2 19.3 19.3 19.7 19.7 102 130
Chicken: percentage of parity . ., .| Percent 1934-481 102 106 123 123 127 130 106 124
Turkeys, per powsd e v e e o s s of Cent 19389~ 43] 19.0 18.9 31.3 30.7 33.6 33.6 109 178 -
TarkeY¥s, parity price per pownd . .| Cent 1939438 19.6 19.7 24.3 24,3 24.9 24.9 102 126
Turkeys, percemtage of parity . . .| Percent 1932-43 97 96 129 126 135 135 107 141
A1 fams commodities {1980-14 = #0) | Index no, | 1934-43] 118 120 196 196 198 203 104 169
Chickens and eggs (1910-14 = 120) 2 Index no. | 1934-43 117 119 184 169 195 194 115 163
¥halesale prices, Chicsago: :
Bggs, standards, per dozen 3 .. Cent -— — 31,9 31.5 35.3 35.3 112 —
Live & 343, per pound . . « o] Cent 1939-43 19.6 19.7 25.4 25.9 26.9 27.8 105 139
Live b 5, per posed . . . . .| Cent 1989-43 22.1 22.5 28.9 29, 4 3 3 - —
Live fryers, per pound e v e o s o Cent 1989-43 23.0 23.3 28.9 29,4 30.4 30.8 105 132
Live roasters, heavy, per pound . .| Cent 19 39- 43/ 25,2 25.6 8.9 29.4 30.4 30.8 105 120
¥holesale prices, New York:
Dressed broilers, 25-80 ponads per i
dozen, per pound . . . . . . . . +| Cent 19834-48 23.7 24.2 . 37.5 38.4 38.9 39.3 102 162
Dressed roasters, 48-54 pounds per
dozea, per potnd . . . . . « » of Cent 1984-43 26.2 26.6 37.5 38.4 38.9 39.3 102 148
Dressed fowls, 48-54 pounds per
dozen, per pouBd . . .« + 4 o o . .| Cent 1934-43 23.5 24.7 33.5 34.4 34.9 85.3 108 143 ‘
Cash fam income :
Total marketings . . . . « o . . . JN{l, dol. }1889-4% 791 818 1, 433 1,402 1, 450 1, 420 101 174
Poultry and egg8 .« + o« o o o o » o o NEl. dol. |1989-43: 102 113 194 181 203 214 118 189
Price ratios:
Chicago, broiler-feed . . . . . . .|Lb. feed 198848 15.7 15,7 12,8 13.0 - ——- ——- ———
Chicago, light roaater-feed o a o o\Lb. feed 1939-43 17.0 16.5 12.8 13.0 13.4 13.7 105 83
Farm, egg-fead s e e s s o o v o o|Lb. feed |19834-43 10.3 10.2 10.2 9.1 11.5 11,5 126 113
Farm, chicken-feed e s s o s v s o|Db. fead 1934-43 8.3 8.5 8.1 8.0 8.7 9.0 112 106
Famm, turkey-feed . . . . . . . . o|Lb. feed |1934-43, 9.3 8.1 10.6 10.3 11.7 11.7 114 129
Parm, cgg-Loving mash o o s o« oibb, feed -— -—- ——= 8.4 7.5 9.3 9.3 124 -
Laying wmask, cost per cwi. o . . «f Dollar -—= - —-— . 3.60 3.61 3.55 3.54 98 -
Feed cost per cwt,, fam pounltry ration Dollar 1984~ 438 1.37 1. 42 228 2.28 —— _— -— -
Wholesale food prices (1985-39 = 100} Index no. |1934-48 102.3 102.9 132.9 132.6 132.2
Retail food prices {1985-39 = 10! Index no. |1984-43 103.8 104.5 134.1 134.6 135.9
Prices paid by fammere including inger-
eat Jand taxes (1®#D-1¢ = 10) e o o1 Index no. |1934-48 133 133 169 169 173 173 102
Retail prices (BLS: |
Roasters, dressed, per pound e s ol Cent 1934-43 33.1 33.7 44.9 45.0 46,2
Bggs, strictly fresh, per dozen , .| (Cgnt 1984-43 33,1 32.6 47.8 45.0 49.9
Nonagriceltoral anployeea compensa—
tion (1985-89 « 100} . . . . . . . .lIndex no. |19834-43 121.8 122.9 263.8 263.7 274.8

18nd of month. Frozen eggs converted to case equivalent,
2Adjusted for seasonal.

o quotation.



PES-101 r -3 -

"THE P OULTRY AND EGG SI,TUATION

23

s Contents \ )
. . Page
: Sumary ..... e eiieereat e . 3
: OULTOBK wevunevninrninnnnenenanas . b
Recent: Developments ............. 9
: g w2l " . —-=
SUMMARY

Demand for eggs for the remainder of 1945 will contine ungsually strong,
and prices received by farmers for eggs will be materially higher than in l9hh;
Civilian egg consumption during the latter half of 19;5~—restrained by the
limited supplies available--may be about the same as in the latter half of 1944.
But with a record consumption in the:! first half of tﬁe year, egg‘consuﬁption
for 1945 as alwhole will be about 4 percent greater than last year.

‘ Prices received by farmers for ‘eggs in early 19h6‘probably %ill be
égéut the.same as in early 1945, reflecting a continued strong d;mand. Demand

for eggs may weaken during 1946, howgver, and 5Tices may drop below 1945 levels

during the year. A decline in exports of eggs probably will occur in 1946, as

<~

feed supplies and egg :production are increased in- Europe.

Egg production for the remainder of 1945 will be moderately below that
of 1944. For 1945 as a whole, egg production probably will be about 8 percent
below that of last year. Egg output in 1946 probably will be about the same
as in 1945. Production of eggs in - the first quarter of 1946 probably will be
slightly smaller than in the first quarter of 1945." But in succeeding quarters
of 1946 egg production is likely to equal or excced production in corresponding
éeriods this year, reflecting a delayed hatch but an increase in the total num-
ber of chickens raised in 1945 compared with 1944. The number of chicks and

young chickens on farms May 1, 1945 was 2 percent below May 1, 1944. But a
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late hatch will probably resylt. in a larger number of pullets on farms January

.........

........
......

1946 than on January 1, 1945, slighyly.ppre‘ﬁh;n'offsettiné the prospective
reduction in the nuﬁbeg of hense ‘

Egg production during April was 5 ;éfceﬁg.:eiow Aprii 1944, but other-
wise was the highest on record for the month. An all-time high in the rate of
lay——l7{7'egg§ per average layer—-partly offset the 10 percent décrease in the
number of layers.  The average price received by farmers for eggs in mid-April
was 33 cents per ‘dozen; 6 cents above last year. Higher egg prices ana some—
what lower feed prices compared with last year resultec'i‘ .in a favorable egg— ‘
feed price ratio. a4t 11.5, the April egpg-feed price ratio Qas 13 percent above
the 1934~43 April average.

An unusual situation existed during early May, the fl&sh production
season., Up-—grading of eggs was taking plﬁce in many markets. This was a re-
flection or the record rate of civilian egg consumption (partly as a result of
the scarcity of meats), large army procurements, and a sfrong demand for storage
for later use,

Demand for poultry -continues to be unusually strong. The margin between
"demand and supply recently has widened. ‘WFA reports above—ceiling quotations .
"for live poultry in some wholesale markets, with prices ranging from 30 to 50
percent higher than ceilings. Per capita consumption of pouliry in 1945 will
be about 20 pounds, 2 pounds more than the 1935-39 average but 3 pounds below
.the 19AA'consumption, and 8 pounds less than the previous record in 1943.
Consumption of poultry in large northeastern metropolitan areas is running &
below the national average, as a result of heavy Government procufement in the

Del-Mar-Va Peninsula and the Shenandoah Vallsy, important sources of poultry

supplies for northeastern cities.

—— May 21, 1945
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OUTLOOK

BACKGROUND: Prior to thevwar the principal outlet for eggs
was the civilian market. Aboibt 4 percent of total produc—
tion was used for hatching. Wartime conditions brought
large exports and also large military requirements. In 1942,
1943, and 1944, exports, including lend-lease shipments,
accounted for 10 to 15 percent of total egg production.
Military takings accounted for 8 to 9 percent of produc-
tion in 1943 and 1944.

Table 1.- Eggs: Supply and disposition in the United Statzs,
1,35-39 average and 1940-LL
(Shell egg equivalent)

:Milita-: Civilian
: : . : : : Iry pro-: consumption__.
: Total : Stocks: : : Eggs 1, cure- :
Period : egg at : : used : Stocks: ment
and :produc—: begin-: . Com= . por : at  :and VFA: :
year : tion : ning :lmports.mercial.patch-tend of : lend—: Total : FeT
"1/ of 3y _exports_lng 4/: year : lease: ; capifa
: : year : . 3 : 2/ : ship-: :
: s 2/ : : : : : ments : -
Mil.  Mil, Mil. Mil. Mil, Mil.  Mil. Mil. No. of
3 doz doz. doz. doz., doz. doz ., doz. doz. eges
1935-39 av. 3 335 78 18 2 126 78 - 3,225 298
1940 ... 3,629 T4 7 5 125 77 - 3,503 316
1941 ...t : 3,828 77 15 12 147 12k 203 3,434 311
A942 ... h,430 124 3 13 168 310 634 3,&32 311
A943 ...t 4,972 310 1 19 203 308 1,021 3,732 345
A94L ... 5,305 308 1 19 176 heo 1,175 3,784 351

-

2/ Since 1941, includes cstimated WFA stocks of dried and shell eggs.
é/ Estimated from the total number of chickens ronised in the Unlted States snd
the avernge number of eggs reduired per bird raised.

;/ Includes nonfarm production estimated at 10 percent of farm production.

Strong Demand for Eggs in Prospect for
Remainder of 1945

For the rémainder of 1945, the demand for eggs probably will continue
strong, reflecting (1) continuation of a high level of consumer income,
(2) scarcity of red meat, (3) large military reguirements.

Civilian demand for eggs is closely associated with consumer incomes.
Some reduction in consumer incomes may occur during 1945, but the decline
probably will not change the demand for eggs meterially.
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The scarcity of meat has contributed to the current strong demand for-
eggs. For example, during the first aquarter of 1944 whén both mea® and egdg
supplies were large, egg consumptlon per person was only about. 90 eggs. In
the first quarter of 1945, when meat supplles were reduced and egg prices were
increased, consumption amounted to 100 to 105 eggs per capita.” Civilian con-—
sumption of meat during 1945 is expected to be in the neighborhood of 120 to
125 pounds per capita (wholesale dressed weight) compared with 150 pounds in
1944 and the 1935-39 average of 126 pounds. :

WFA procurement of dried.eggs thus far this year has been the smallest
sinte purchase.programs wsre. inaugdrated. ‘No dried eggs were purchased during
the 2 weeks ended May 19. This is the first time during the flush production
season in over 3 years that WFA made no burchdses of dried eggs.

Table ©2.- Purchases through May 19, 1945, of drled whole egg by the War Food

Administration, by months scheduled for delivery

Year f Jan.f Feb.f Mar.f Apr.f May fJune f JulyfAug. fSeptf: Oct.f Nov.f Dec-fTota;

: Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. M42. Mil. Mil. mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Milj
: 1b. lb. 1b, 1b. Lb. 1b. l1b. lb, 1lb. 1lb, 1lb. 1lb. 1b,

: 114 12,9 13.1 13.4 18.3 17.5 18.5 19.2 19.2 22.0 25.3 15.8 206,t
:° 7.2 20,1 12.6 21.4 17.2 10.9 19.6 19.9 16.1 16.4 20.1 28.1 209,
:"26.4 27.0 18.3 27.7 27.0 26.1 24.8 31.5 24.2 20.4 12.8 7.6 273.
T 6.2 5.0 9.8 10.6 3.6 0.5 ‘

In order to make eggs more freely available to civilians and the Armed
Forces, UFA further reduced the top paying price for dried eggs by 3 cents per
pound, effective May 14. This was in addition to the 3 cent reduttion effecx
tive April 1. The top paying price for the period May and“June delivered New
York City is $1.06 per pound compared with the $1.12 ceiling prlce, and the
$L.15 purchase price durlng the same months of 1943 and l9hh

Despite the reduction in WFA procurements, supplies @f eggs available
to civilians prooably will be far short of the demand at ceiling prices for
the remainder of 1945. The: decline in WFA purchase$ probably will about off-
set the moderaté reduction in egg production from 1944 and the smaller com-
mercial storage stocks. About as many eggs will bé available to civilians

and the military in the second half of 1945 as in the second half of 1944,

Prices of Eggs May Becllne
in 19;5

Civilian demand for eggs during the first quarter of 1946 may be nearly

‘as strong as in the first quarter of 1945. Production of eggs will be slightly

le$s than in the first quarter this year, reflecting a delayed hatch in 1945
and a smaller number of hens on farms Japuary 1 next year than this. Prices
received by farmers for eggs probablv will be about the same as in the first
quarten of 1945,
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i Demand and prices for eggs may decline after the first quarter of
1946, depending largely on the level of consumer income and thée avallablllty
of meats. Civilian meat Suppllus are likely to continue relatively small in
the first part of 1946, but the meat—supply position probably will improve
during the year. 4 ‘considerable increase in the fall pig crop is expected
in 1945, which would result in increased hog marketings, compared with those
of this year, beginning in the spring of 1946. With large numbers of men in
military service, military requirements for eggs probably will continue
 relatively large, during most of 1946. On the other hand, ezports of eggs
may decline as feed supplies and egg production are increased in Europe.
Reports from Britain indicate that egg producers during the coming months
w1ll recelve lurger allocations of feeds than heretofore.

Egg production for 1946 as a whole probubly will total about the same
as in 1945. First—quarter- output will be smaller, but in succeeding quarters
output will be erual to or greater than in- corresponding periods of 1945.
--Present indications are that the. number of chickens raised in 1914.5 will be .
sllghtly 1arger than 1nrl9hh.

-Januarv 1, 1946, -Laying Flocks Expected to be
- About the Same‘as on' January 1,.1945

Fron doiaory: 31,1945, through April 1945, the percentage decline in the
‘raverageé numbér of- layers and potential layers on farms was about average,

‘and the same-as in'the corresponding period of 1944. . The average number of
layers on farms during april was 378 million birds, 91 million less than the
- January.l number of hens and pullets, a.decline of 19 percent. In 1944,
during the same period, there was a reduction of 100 million layers and po-
“tential layers--19 percent——while in the 1940-4) period there was an average
»decrease of* 20 percent from January 1, through April. Reperts indicate
“however, that because of high prices obtained for poultry, there Has been
some’ llqulddtlon of laying flocks in the North .tlantic States 'where the

* poultry-meat shortage is acute. The nunber of layers and potential layers

in the North atlantic area decreased 27 percent from January 1- through .
April, compared with a usual decline of about 20 percent,

© Although laying flocks during 1945 may #iecline more than In 1944
‘because of high ‘poultry prices, a larger number of young.chickens for replace-
" ment purposes probably will be available. This will offset the decline in
the average number of layers, so that the number of hens und pullets on farms
 January 1, 1946, will probably be about the same as on January 1, 1945, or
slightly larger. On May 1, 1945, chicks and young chickens on farms from
this year's hatch numbered 457 million birds, 2 percent fewer than on May 1,
1944 . However, last year, from May 1 through June 30, the number of young
chickens on farms increased 118 million head, compured with the usual increase
of apbout200 million head. The number of eggs set in April was 15 percent
larger than in April 1944, and orders for baby chicks as of May.l were 131
percent above those of last yasar. This year, because of relatively high
egg prices and a favorable egg-feed price ratio, a late hatch probably will
occur,. similar to that in 1943. During June and July 1943, commercial hatch-
ing operations were 17 percent of the total for the year. Usually (1935-39
average) about 11 percent of the total hatch takes place during June and July.
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commercial hatchery operations’ durlng April were 9 perceu% abovz
aAprll.19Ah Hatchings this year wire eff to a late. ‘start . In February and
Mumch, commercial hatchings were 16-and- 8. percent. below the ‘same months of
the previous year. However, with the impreoved demand outlook and hlgher
prices -for eggs, hatching operations galned 1mpetus and are above last, year's
level, . . .-

Large 1ncrcase° in hatching this Aprll compared.with last occurred

in the.New Epgland and Atlanti¢ States, where a large proportion of chicks
hatched are used for commer01a1 broiler productlen* However, the East North
Central States in April, for the first time this year,.showed an increase in
hatchings (11 percent) compared with last year. Hatchings were about. the

same as last year in the llest North Central States, Hatching operations in
" the’ North Central area are primarily for flock replacemert purposes, and large
’1ncrease compared with last year probably w1ll occuri durlng the next 2 months.

Prbsent indications aré that feed supplles for the comlng feed year
will be ample. Based on farmers' intentions as of March 1, the output of
the 4 principal feed grains-—corn, ocats, barley, and sorghum grains—will
probably be at near record levels. The carry-over of feed grains will be
relatively large this year. Supplies of feed grain per graln—consumlng animal
unit for the 19A5—A6 feeding year, if average yields are obtained, will proba-
bly be near the .1942-43 record. %Tgg prices during the-latter half of 1945
.are expected to be above those of a sear eidriier, and - prices paid for feed
slightly lower, if grain crops are as largé as now seems likely, The egg-feed
price ratio thus would contlnue favorable to a high level of esgg production.

. ... _RECENT DEVELOPMENTS -

Rate of Lay at All-Time High

The April 1945 rate of ‘lay-—-17.7 egegs per average layer—was the
highest -ever reported for any month. The seasonal peak in the rate of lay
is usually reached in May, The April rate of lay this year was 5 percent
above a year earlier, and exceeded the previous record in April 1943 by
L, percent, ngh returns, ample feed supplies, and an oxtremely warm and
early spring were probdbly important factors in this record rate of  lay.

. Also this year, with 10 percent fewer layers on farms, there is less crowd-
ing in houses than thére was a year ago. There has probably been a steady
improvement. in.type of bird raised in recent ycars, primarily because of
the 1nfluenc¢ of the National Poultry Improvement Plan, introduced in 1935.
There. was a.steady increase in the rate of lay, from 121 eggs per average
layer in 1936 to 144 eggs in 1942. In 1943, the rate-declihed slightly, to
43 egps, but in 1944 it reached a record of 147 eggs per average layer,

There has also been a flattening out of the seasonalltv ‘of the rate of
lay. In.the late 1920's, the November rate was sbout l/u of the May peaks
In the 1940's, the Wovember rate has been cbout 2/5 of the peak Patd reached
in May,» Hens and pullets are laying a larger proportion of the eggs in the
fall than they did in the early 1920!s.
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Table 3.-Average number of eggs produced per layer, United States, 1935~45

t

Year iJan, *Feb. ‘Mar. ‘hpr. ! May édune ‘July ‘Aug. iSept.!Oct. ‘Nov, ‘Dec, ‘Total

; To. Tou Fou To. oo Moo Yo, TNo. No. No. HNo. TNo., DTo.
Areraget

P35-39: 6.6 &9 143 16,7 16.8 1hp 12,7 1l.2 8.9 6,8 5.0. 5.2 130.2
1941 : 8.7 10.3 15,0 16,9 17.4 15.1 13,8 12.2 10.0 8.2 6.5 7.5 1414
1942 : 9.2 10,6 15.5 17.5 17.6 15.2 13.8 12.3 10.0 8.1 6.9 7.4 1k

11943 : 9,0 11.0. 15.7 17.0 17.3 15,0 13,7 12.3 10.0 8.1 6.7 7.5 143}
1944 :10,0 12.1 15.6 16.8 17.2 15.0 13,8 12,4 10,3 8.8 7.4 g&,1 147.5
1845 : 9.9 11,7 16.5 - i

1707 <y {

Bgg production during April--556 million dozen--was 5 percent less than
April 19%», but otherwise the highest April on record. The number of layers ‘
on farms was 10 percent smaller than in April 194L, but the record rate of
lay was an offsetting factor.

1

Demand for Eges Strong

A very unusual situation has arisen with respect to the demand for eggs
for this time of the year--the flush production season. Indications are that
the supply available has not been sufficient to meet the demand at ceiling
prices. Recent reports indicate that upgrading is taking place at many narkets,
WFA has discontinued reporting quotations for current receipts, because trad- =
ing in that grade no longer is taking place, Many stores in large metropolitan
centers especially in the Northeast have not had sufficient egegs to satisfy
all customers, and have either sold out early in the day, or were rationing
sales,

Besides a strong civilian demand, Army requirements are large and thus
far have not been completely filled, Priorities on shell and frozen eggs g
were instituted during April to aid in satisfying the needs of the armed forc®®,

There has also been a very strong demand for ecgs for storing purposes,
since comuercial storage stocks are far below aversge. 4An indication- of the
present strong storage demand is the quotation for October egg futures, which,
as of May 21, was Ule85 cents, only 0435 cent below the ceiling price. ‘

Prices received by farmers for eggs in mid-&pril averaged 33 cents per
dozen, the same as.in the previous month Hut 6 cents above that of &pril 15,
1944, The April 15, 1945, price received by farmers was 106 percent of parity,
With egg prices significantly higher than last vear and feed prices slightly
lower, the egg-feed nrice ratio was very fovoreble for egg producers, At
11.5, the egg-feed vrice ratio wes 26 percent sbove a yeer earlier and 13 per—
went above the 1934.U3 average for mid-dnril, :

Commercial Stocks of Shell Eggs'
Far Below Average

Reflecting strong current demands for immediate consumptior, the total
into-storsge movement of shell and frozen eges of 3.3 million cases during
April was sbousg 40 vercent below April last year, Total stocks of shell and f
frozen. eggs on May 1 were the equivalent of 8.3 million cases, far below last
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year s rooord May 1 holdings of 12.8 mllllon cases, but slightly above the
5-yoar,(l937-kl) average for May 1,- However, a good nortion of .this year's
heldings--about 15 to P0 percent--were Govermment owned, Shell egg stocks

. totaled 3.8 million cases, of which one million cases were Government owned,

primarily by the armed forces.. In the 1937-U1 period, commerc1ally~owned

" stocks on May 1 averaged 9bout 3-1/2 million cases,

Since May 1, the rate of 1nto-storage movement has decllned significant-
ly. Irdto-storage movement of shell eggs in. the 35 markets during early May
was ,about 1/2 of the pre-war .average, and about L/5 of last year.. E&ozen—
eges inputs for the first-3 weeks in Yay were running behind last year's
levels, Stocks of dried eggs during April declined apnroximately 20 million
pounds, This was dus to large lend—lease shlpments of dried eggs.

aole M.q Eggs: Storage stocks in the United States, and net into-storage
T movement at 35 markets, selected dates

:United States stocks : Into-storage movement.in 35 markets
1/ s {week ended as of 1945)
:

.= e

Year April 1 ¢ May 1 May
e : : H : 12 : 19 : %6
: 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000
o : cases -. cases cases cases cases cases
" Shell: : : = T '
Av, 1937-41¢ 1,153 3,468 Lg3 Lg6 Lgo ¢« 399
1984 L..ie0r BUS3 6,963 299 . .37 347 225
1945 ...t 1,784 3,829 334 232 234
Frozen: :
Av, 1937-41: 1,694 © -~ 2,517 - . 132 o138 - 148 o 132
1944 Lo....r 3,962 5,814 T 287 296 290 -
T1945 see...r 33062 .- 0 b Mo6 Y303 - 180 - ; -=- 255

Dried: s : : |
1944 ,...ses 6,748 7,049 ‘ : : -
19)45 eveone 9,996 7 792 ' ;<-~‘:'~l..-.

3

1/ Government holdings included in 1944 and 19&5. Trozeh and dried eggs conw
verted to.shell~egg equivalent on basis of 37.5 pounds of frozen egg and 1O
pounds of drled egg to the case. \

....... 1

Above Ceilwng Prlces Quoted for Poultry

...... . .

......

"come very wide. . WFA market reporters are quoting above ceiling wholesale

prices for live poultry at New York City, Fovorable consumer income, large
militery requirements, and scarcity of meat are the important factors con-
tributing to the strong demend,

Although poultry meat supplies are far short of demand, civilians during
1945 probebly will receive an aversge of 20 pounds per capita, 2 pounds above
the 1935-39 average, but 3.5 pounds below the estimrted 19hh dlsappenrnnce
and about & nounds less than the record 1943 consumption, Civilians in the
large metropglitan areas, especially in the Northeast, will probably receive
significantly smaller quantities than the averase for the United States,
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Large sources of supplies for the northeastern metropolitan centers of
New.York, Philadelphia, and Boston are the commercial broiler producing areas
of the Del-Mar-Va Peninsula and the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia and West
Virginia, War Food Order 119 virtually prohibits “he sale of broilers produced
in those areas, except to governmental azdncies, In 1944, New York received
about 36 percent of live noultry receipts from the Del-Mar-Va Peninsula and
the Shenandoah Valley and Philadelphia received 79 percent of its receipts
from those areas. In addition to the above mentioned areas, Waf Food Order 119
has been applied to the important commercial broiler producing centers in
Georgia, Oklahoma, Missouri, Arkansas, The order was further extended,
effectiva May 14, to 10 important producing counties -in North Carolina. The
States in wrich the order is operative at present produced about 65 percent
of the total 1944 commercial broiler output.

Prices received by farmers for chickens in mid-April were 25.7 cents
per vound and were the second highests ever reported for that month, being
‘exceeded only in mid-April 1920, The supply of poultry meat, although now .
increasing seasonally, is below last year., ZReceipts frog the nidwest'primary
‘marKets-during May wére running a@bout 70 percent behind those of last year.

Commercial cold storage stocks of poultry on May 1, 1945, except for
May 1, 1943, were at the lowest levels reported since 1921. Total stocks of
.frozen poultry (excluding turkeys, ducks, geese and other: types of poultry)
were 118 million pounds., Of this quantity, 76 million potnds were Governmemt-
. owned, so that only 41 million pounds were commercial stocks.

Table 5e~ Poultry storage stocks: United States, April 1 and May 1,
193413 average, 194445 .

Month and P Dotal : Government : Non~zovernment
year : ! holdings ., ¢ :holdings

: 1,000 pounds 1,000 pounds .~ 1,000.pounds
Apr, 1, 1934-k3 : -
AVETALE eesecnast 95,764 — - .95,764
May 1, 1934-U43 : S :
AVETALE eeveens ot 70, 2l — s 70,244
Apr. 1, 1944 .....: 168,478 — 1/168,478
May 1, 1944 ,.....: 130,04 S 1/130,0uk
Apr, 1, 1945 .....: 1b1,708 82,671 39,037
May 1, 1945 ......: 117,668 76,217 1,451

1/ Includes Government holdings, for which data are not available,
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