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Reflecting strong wartime demands for eggs, farm egg production per capita in the 
West Horth Central, East North Central, and South Central States increased greatly over 
pre-war. The North Atlantic States have been showing a steady upward trend in per 
capita production, probably as a result of the expansion in commercial egg production. 
Production per capita in the Western States has been declining over a period of years, 
partly becauseofa rapid increase in population in that area. Per capita production in 
the South Atlantic States has remained relatively stable. 
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• Demand for' eggs will remain stront; well into 1946, and "rill continue to 

exceed supplies at least until egg production increases seasonally beginning 

next December. Civilian pe~ capita consumption of eGgs in the second haif'~f 

1945 'wi1l be about the same A.S in the seC"ond he.lf of 1944, but will be modet'ately 

less than in the first half of 1945, reflecting the seasonal decrease in output. 

Egg produ0tion has risen to high levels during the '\,"[1'1.1'. D'lring the past 

three years, one-fourth to one-third of the fa.m egg production in the Yiest North 

Central States and about one-fifth of the production. in the East North Central 

and South Central States have been utilized in dr~.'ing, to m.eet lend-leA.se and 'li tA.ry needs. i:Ihen the strong wartime derr,ana for eggs' weakens because of 

larger civilian supplies of meats and as a result of reductions in dried-egg 

requirements, dovmward A.djustments in e£;g output me.y occur in those areas. ~:-ii th 

increasing competition from s~J.pplies il'l the Hidwest, egg production in the -1'Jorth 

Atlantic Stntes also may decline. Little chanr;e from present p1"'oduction levels 

is likely in the South Atlantic and rIestern rogions. In the South Atle.ntic 

Stetes, rroc1uction is below consumption and in the ".Jest, where population has 

increased rnpidly in recent years, production is likely to continue belovr consunip-

tion levels. 

The average price rec-ei ved by famer's for egGS rose contra-seas'onally from 

mid-May to mid-June, when a.t 35.8 cents per dozen the IWGrElc;e prico was 2.1 cents 
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per dozen highAl' than (\ month; earli"Jr. T'1e 9.verp.1:e price for chi chms in mirl-

.. . " -, 

June, at 27.5 cents per pound, vms 0.9 ce:1t hig:lOr thml in mic-Hf>.y. SirlCE) 

JnnuR.ry, the farm price of chickens has incrtwsed 3.3 cents ?er pO'.md. USD'llly, 

little or no chante takesrlnce in that pIJ1'il)d. 

'2'.'hus far this yonr, the· outsta:H~inr,· dev;31~pment in 8g;g I'roduction hns b· .. :;,>, 

a record rate of lay. For the first six montJ-o.s; ·la~rer8 p:!"oducer1 an ~vcr'l.g:e of 

89 eggs It :3 percent more thl'.n If'st ye9.r. '!'he nu:rnh~r of' l~yers on farms 8.ver'1.r:;ed 

9 percent less thc.n a year enrlier, but €lee; projuction wR.s only 6 percent Sl'!lrcllc:' 

than in the first half of 1944. . . - ..,., .. ~. • Stocks of shell and fr'oz')n ogg~ wnre G.t their seA.sonf'l pe0k e~rJ,y;in Jul'". 
, 

This is the earliest thr.t :"rozen egs stoci:s hf'v:':) ren.chod their ~e["SOl1q~ high 

point. However, with Inrz;e Gov'3rnment hol<lincs,. c0I!1.!Tl0rcifl.l shell en; stoGks of 

4.7, million ca~es were the loyrest on rocord f·or July 1. Dried oe;g stocks on 

July 1 totf1.1ed 41 million pounds, 113 nil1.::'on pounds li3ssthnn n month (;,l'trli0r 

nnd 40 rctillion pounds less than f1. ycrer c<J.rlier. 

Chi~ken mORt supplies will inc!"ensc r."~~sonr.ll:r during the second hRlf of 

1945, when mf\:rketin~s of chickens probnb1y '."rill he somcwhf'.t IfLl'r,or them tho~e in 

the second half of 1941, nnblydue to D. lr:er;~E'T' production of commcrc1.n.1 broilers-. 

The militp..ry will contirue to to.k0 r'. lr.rt';t' p['.rt of th!) total supply. 

Corrrrnerci~l h!"tcher7~· oper,~.tions dUl'int~ JUT'e l'~erc oyc·Jcdcn only.:1.n June 

1943. Output of b(t~y chicks fO,r the rerr;0.ind·Jr of 194·5 ~ CAp,Jctor! to renA-in 

!\t leveh unpf1.r'!'.lle1ed in th'3 history nf the hH~chrJry industry, r::;.flecti.ng the 

strong dempnd for' chickens, 0sp,eci ,\lbr broiltil's. The number of chicks Rnd young. 

chickons on fr.rms July 1, i:ncluding A. 1e.rf,e p0rcontr-go of coekerels, vms 656. 

million, 11 percent c.bove las+. ynnr. IigsnC on rf1:S":: rclf'.tionships, t·his 'Nould 

indi~A.te that laying flocks on Jrnut'.ry 1, 19'.i:6 v!ill b;3 Slig!ltly b.rgor .thnn. on 

Jrnun.ry l~ 1945. 

July 21, 1945. 
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EGGS: REGIOFAL DEVELOPHENTS AND OUTLOOK 

BACKGROUND: Periods of shortages focus attention on local problems. 
This brief survey is presented to indicate past trends end possible \ 
future developments in the production of eggs by regions. 

Egg Production in 1944 in ';Test North Central 
~States Almost Double Pre-war 

Farm egg production during the war has made unusual gains. In 1944. United 
States farm egg production, totaling 4.8 billion dozen, was 59 percent above the 
19q5-39 average. About one-fifth of the increase vras due to the hepvier rete 
of :lay, and the rest was a result of an increased nUr.1ber of hens • 

• 
Changes were even more strikinc; on a resional basi s. In the -."Jest North 

Cen,t:r?t1 States, production in 1944 was almost double pre-war. The Horth AtJe nttc .-
anq South Central Stn.tes also showed remarkable gains, of 50 to 65 percent over . 
pr~-war production. Output in the 7iestern and South ;~t1antic States, however, 
in~reased only about 40 percent. 

Regional ege production has not followed the regional chrmges in human 
population in rEJcent years. During 1944, farm egg output in the ',jest North 
Centrftl States, per capita, was TIore the.n double the pre-war average. The North 
Atlantic States, on a per capita basis, showed increases of about 50 percent 
over pre-vrar, while tho South .;"tlantic and East North Central States changed 
much less. Per capita production in the 'jiestern States in 1944 was belovr pre­
'VTe.r~ There has been a slight dovmvrard trend in per capita egg production in the 
Trest since 1930, in part due to increasing industria1izo.tion, accompanied by 
net immigration into that region. 

Tpble l.-Per capita farm egg production, U. S. 
(Data for cover chart) 

and by regions, 1930-44 

north ~ East ~ VIe st : South : South t 

Yenr : Atlanti.c: North: N orth:Atlen ti c: Central: ';iestern Uni ted States 
:Central:Centrnl: : 

1930 : 141 329 836 208 289 423 317 
1~31 : 136" 331 796 201 283 425 311 
1932 : 136 316 700 199 280 372 291 
1933 137 308 700 190 266 340 2e2 
1934 : 138 304 656 179 245 345 262 
19:35 : 140 302 609 176 242 318 264 
1.936 147 30~ 595 182 250 340 270 
10937 164 329 649 195 273 354 292 
1938 : 159 315 680 191 283 318 288 
1939 167 322 749 189 285 301 297 
1940 173 322 771 192 277 307 300 
1941 : 179 334 837 186 292 303 312 
19 11_2 199 368 1,051 205 344 318 357 
1943 223 408 1,223 219 390 319 395 
1944 : 235 429 1,308 225 409 335 416 
1945 y~ 210 103 1,261 212 373 294 387 

: 
11 Tentative indication ns of July 1 

" 
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"Egg SUpplies for Roml'1,inder of. 1945 to be 
Shortest in CoastRl Region.s, 

For the r&st of 1915, united StRtes fRrm egg production will be moderntely 
below 1944. Over-nll dem~nd Rt prevRi1ing prices will exceod ·supplies. The 
situation will become increasingly tight until December, when supplies will begin 
to incre~se seRsonally • 

. Reg5.onA.lly, supplies this fA.ll will be shortest in the New England A.nd 
~;.jostern Stp,tes. "[i th a generRlly tight si tuntion, supplies will tend to stay 
close to the source of produ.otion. The Midv-rest is the ml'l.in surplus-producing 
Rren. Tho Now Englan'd St!",tes ordinfl,rily ship in r;.bout one-thi rd of the eggs 
required for consumption. Shipments into tho Hestorn States in recent yenrs n.re 
equivn.lent to about one-sixth of consumption. 

Cold stornge holdings of shell eggs in the North Atln.ntic StRtes on July 1, 
.oIIIIIi..otf'.ling'l.S million cA.ses, were about hf\lf of ll1.st yenr's holdings, and ftbout 
~ree-fourths of the 1937-41 n.verpge holdings on July 1. Production in the North 

Atlftntic States hp.s been run1".ing about 9 percent below last year. Cold stornge 
holdings in the ;7estern States vrere slightly above pre-war on July 1 ~ but productio 
is much lower thp,n last year. From January through June, fn.rm egg output in the 
':leste,rn States vms 12 percent below Inst yen.r. The nverage nUMber of lRyers 
during June WRS 1S percent below· Inst yenr. Production in th~t aren. for the 
~emninder of the year will be significnntly less thn.n lnst yenr. 

HeRt supplies nppear to be shorter in both coastnl regions than in other 
f.reD.s. Demand for eggs probn.b1y is rolntively stronger in both ~rens th(',n in the 
Midwest. 

~ 
l'nying Flocks next January to be 
, Ll'1rger Thnn in Provious Y enr in North Centrnl n.nd 

North Atlrntic Regions 

Tho totnl number of chicks n.nd young chickens on farms July 1, 1945 was 
,.,56 million birds, 11 percent above lnst yenr. Bnsed on past relationships, 

the number of hens p.nd 'pullets on .fnrms J"lUu f1.ry 1, 1946 "rill be 2 to 6 percent 
In.~ger thRn on Jnnun.ry 1, 1945. This would result in n. somewhnt lnrger egg 
production in 1946 thnn in 1945 if tho high rate of 1ny prevni1ing'in 1945 
continuos. 

Regionally, the nUMber of young 'chickens on fnrns July 1 showed the Inrgest 
percentnge incroesos, comp~,red with In.st year, in tho North Jl.tlantic nnd North 
Centrnl nrens. In the "'[estern nnd $outh il.tlt.ntic rogion.s, the number of young 
chickens on hr.nd July 1 wns only 6 porcent ",bove last yeqr. In the South Centrl'.l 
St!'ttes, the number vms 9 percent abovo Inst yoar. In the North lJ.tlnntic nnd 
North Centrnl -arons, there were 13 percent more young chickens. Lnying flocks 
on tho first of next ,yenr probA.bly will show somowhnt granter incroD.:5cs, over 
this year in the North h.tlnntic and North Centrq1 StRtcs thrm in othor rogions. 
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Tn.ble 2.- Chick'S ':tnd young chickens on f?:"rms' July I, 1945' ns 0. 

porcontage of July 1, 19,14 by 'regions' 

North :EA.st NQrths'ihst North: South s South , 
~'lestern 

: 
Atlpntic .. Centr?l . Ccntrnl . ~'..tlftntic Cun trnl . .. .. 

PI'recnt Porc'Jnt Percent Perc·.mt PercGnt Pnrcent --
113 113 112 106 109 106 

Unit0d 
Stntos 

Percont 

111 

Dom?nd for eggs in 19'16 vti11 prob n.b1y renA.j.n unusu~.lly strong, A.t loftst 
for the first part of the yp~r. Durin~ tho l~tter pnrt of 1946, dom~nd for . 
Clf!.CS !'1."'y vTe".ken somowhA.t, nne prices mny docline from the 'high levels of 1945. 

Post-vmr reGionn1 prospects 

In tho post-vr",r p',Jriocl, vrhan snpplies of mGnt becomo nbundnnt Hnd mili tnry • 
nnd export demand for er,gs declinns, re[.;io~nl ndjustments lin egg output probA.bly 
~'ill occur. In thnt peri'on, egg consumpti.on ':ril1 probnb1y decline to somowhoro 
be+;vro0.n tho pro-wnr f'l.verf'.gc of: 298 cg{;S per porson Md tho 19·14 nverngo consump­
tion of 351 'ogGs per pe:·son. 

FroIn 1942' throueh 1941'1:, r.bout 20 poreent of the ()ges produced on f!'l.rms 
v"ere used for dchydrnting. This yen!", only 6 to 8 percent of the eggs produced 
will be so utilized. ,The end of the war vril.l probr.bly be followed by substnnti nl 
roCluctions in shipments of dried egss for lend-Iof'1so 9.nd in militnry procurement 
of dried egGS. This will nean thnt nO'." outlets will hnvc to be found for eggs 
or thf'.t some: dovmvmrd o.djustnants in 0bf, production v;ill tc.ke pIneo. 

Approxim8tely 25 to 35" -porc0nt of tho egg production in the U{}·st N'orth 
ContrA.l region in 1942-14 went into dohydrn.ting operntions. i'pproximr.te1y one­
fifth of the production in tho Enst North Centrnl nnd South CcntrRl Stf'1tcs was 
usod for thnt purposo. Hence, (my reduction in the oemc.nd for dried e€;[';s vrould 
r0su1t in sizea.ble ndjustmcnts in tho Horth Centrnl nnd South Centrn1 regions. 
Tho '{[estern p,nd itt1f'.ntic a.r()'lS vlOtl1d be nff'cctnd thrOUGh increns:ed pressure of • 
supplies shipped in from thp surplus rer;io!1s. 

Any burdnnsome supply which might dove1op in the ContrA.l regions would 
rnsul t in incr()f'.s()d comr:>eti tion to ~Torth :.tlr.ntic producers. In the Western 
Stf~tes, there hf'.vc buen, Inrr,e incrcnses in popu1n..tion during tho vmr, rmd pros­
P()cts nro ronsonnb1y copel for mnintnininc tho pr0 sent loval of egg production. 
In the South lltlnntie Str.tes, tho:oo hl'l..s ber:n very little 0xpr(nsion in egg produc-
tion during tho y\r';,r, o~ a per canitl'! basis. '. • 
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'a111. 3.- J'l'OtUUOIl 01 ..... 'T repo ... 1925-1gi15 

Tear B • .ltl. I. B. Cellt. : V. B. Cellt. S. Atl. S. Cent. V •• t. U. I. 

~ ~ !!!!lli.! ~ MUl10e !!!!lli!. MiUiO! 

1925 ••• 1 4.504 7.898 9.794 3.2~ 5.863 3.672 34.969 
1926 ••• 1 4.545 8.~6 10.446 3.3 6.486 4.120 31.21iS 
1927 ... 1 4.634 8.416 10.566 3.606 7.080 4.325 38;627 
1928 ••• 1 4.657 8.210 10.595 3.525 6.882 4.710 31.659 
1929 ... 1 4.681 8.05!: 10.509 3.256 6.556 4.855 31.~21 1930 ••• 1 4.864 8.~ 11.154 3.286 6.386 5.052 39. 1 
1931 ... 1 4.752 8. 10.708 ~ 3.205 6.289 5.150 31.532 
1932 ... 1 4.168 8.058 9.456 3.197 6.275 4.544 36.298 
193~ ••• 1 4.837 7.190 9.1195 3.102 5.999 4.191 35.514 
193 ••• 1 4.816 7.820 8.914 2.935 5.515 4.309 34.1i29 
1935 ••• 1 4.999 1.805 8.295 2.918 5.563 4.~ 33·m 1936 ... 1 5.250 1.989 8.081 3.039 5.765 4.lIO ,4.5' 
19'7 ... 1 5.879 8.575 8.192 3.,02 6.321 4.695 31.564 
1938 ••• 1 5.714 8.274 9.117 3.290 6.619 4.282 31.J~ 
19~ ••• 1 6.025 8.514 10.118 3.~6 6.146 4.114 '8.13 
19 ••• 1 6.229 8.593 10.415 3. 3 6.618 4.287 ~.585 1941 ... 1 6.417 9.059 11.21~ 3.460 7.1,1 4.J65 1.165 
1942 ... 1 7.145 10.~ 13.90 ~.938 8.414 4.m 1iS.3~ 
19:2 ... 1 1.829 11.0 16.016 .328 9.150 5.283 54.2 
19 ••• 1 1.461 11.863 11,065 4,559 10.178 5.11iS 51,814 
1945 !I.I 1.6l1O 11.258 16.621 4.3119 9.374 5.010 54.312 

I 

Y. PreliillIll&Z7 illAlicaUoll. 

'abl. 4 •• lien. u4 pul1ehl JUlINI' on fan. J_rt 1. 111' reciona. 1925-1gi15 

T.ar I B.Atl. I. B. Oent. : V. JI. Cent. : 8. At1. 8. Oent. Weet. U. 8. 
I 
I Killion Klllion ~ ~ ~ !!!!lli.! ~ 
I 

1925 ... 1 42 87 U7 :59 74 ~~ 391 
1926 ... 1 42 87 118 38 15 ~94 1927 ••• 1 42 90 122 lIO 113 38 15 
1928 ••• 1 4, 119 122 43 88 43 427 
1929 ... 1 41 13 119 39 81 41 lI04 
1930 ... 1 43 s6 126 39 113 43 420 
1931 ... 1 41 ~ 119 31 78 4, lI02 
1932 ••• 1 41 Ie 112 37 76 39 316 
193~ ... 1 112 83 112 38 80 36 391 
193 ... 1 lie 85 112 35 75 36 '15 
1935 ... 1 41 77 96 34 69 33 :550 
1936 ... 1 42 III 98 35 71 35 363 
1937 ... 1 47 84 98 31 11 31 380 
1938 ... 1 43 16 91 35 13 ~, 353 
19~ ... 1 iI6 711 103 31 78 316 
19 ... 1 ~ .80 108 38 81 36 :593 
19iU ••• 1 19 101 ~I 17 35 ~ 19112 ... 1 51 85 122 119 311 
1943 ... : 51 94 1115 45 104 41 1iS8 
19114 ... 1 ~ 100 1" ~ 

110 44 519 
1945 !I.I 59 91 1:59 97 38 469 

I 

Y Pr.liiill&Z7. 

'faille 5 •• ADnIl&l rete of lq per ben and pullet on fara. JanuaZ'J' 1. 111' recion •• 1925-1945 

Tear ·1 JI. At1. I. B. Cent. V. N. Cent. : s. A.t1. S. Cent. We.t. U. 8. 
I ~ ~ ~ ~ Bwaber !'!!l!!!: !!!e!: 
I 

1925 ••• 1 1011 91 84 84 79 113 90 
1926 ... 1 109 ~~ 88 88 81 121 95 
1921 ... 1 110 87 90 85 115 93 
1928 ... 1 108 93 87 83 78 111 91 
1929 ... 1 114 91 118 85 81 118 94 
1930 ... 1 112 91 88 84 77 111 9' 1931 ... 1 111 100 90 117 81 119 96 
1932 ... 1 117 98 85 81 82 111 94 
193a ... 1 116 95 85 83 15 116 91 
193 ... 1 116 92 79 84 75 111 119 
1935 ... 1 12~ 101 81 85 80 121 96 
1936 ... 1 12 98 83 87 81 126 95 
1931 ... 1 125 103 90 89 82 127 ~ 19311 ... 1 132 109 101 95 90 l23 
19~ ... 1 130 109 98 91 86 l23 103 
1, ••• 1 127 107 96 92 82 119 101 
1941 ... : 1~1 115 106 94 93 l25 110 
1942 ••• 1 11 119 113 97 95 126 113 
1943 ... 1 135 117 110 96 94 128 111 
1944 ... 1 136 ~~ 112 92 93 131 112 
1945 !I.I 129 120 91 97 133 116 

I 

!J Pre1imill&Z7 indication. 
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'l'ab1e 6._ Pro4uctio" of eul b7 reslo"l 1925-44 
(In4ex nueberll 1935-39 = 100) 

Year I 
II. AU, ; •• II. Cent. : r. II. Cent. 8. AU. S. Cut. l'e8t U. 8. 

I 

19~ .......... 1 81 96 110 102 95 85 96 
192 •••••••••• 1 82 101 117 10~ ~, 96 102 
1927 .......... 1 2 102 119 11 100 106 
1928 •••••••••• 1 100 119 111 111 111 106 
1929 .......... 1 84 98 118 103 106 113 104 
1930 •••••••••• , 87 101 125 103 103 117 107 
1931 .......... 1 :~ 102 120 101 101 120 106 
1932 .......... 1 98 106 101 101 106 100 
193, .......... 1 87 96 107 98 97 91 98 
193 ......... 01 87 95 100 92 90 100 95 
1932 .......... 1 ; 95 93 92 90 94 92 
193 .......... 1 1~ 91 96 93 102 95 
~937 •••••••••• 1 105 99 104 102 109 103 
1938 •••••••••• 1 103 101 ~~ 

104 107 ~g 103 
19~ .......... 1 108 ~ 105 109 107 
19 .......... 1 112 111 108 107 100 109 
1941 .......... ~ 116 110 12l ~ 115 101 115 
1942 .......... 1 128 12~ 15 137 111 

N~ 19~ .......... 1 ll1a ~~ 180 ~~ ~& ~, 19 .......... 1 152 192 159 
1 

y 'l'able 7.- B."I azul pallet. 0& fanl Jan. I, b7 rec10ne 1925-45 
(1,,'ex auaberll 1935-39 : 100) 

Year II. AU. 
I I I ----1---- . 
: L II. eeat. : 1'. II. C~t. 8. AU. S. Ceat. re.t u. s. 

1 
1925 •••••••••• ~ 95 110 121 108 100 . 94 107 
1926 ••••••.••• 1 95 110 122 106 101 97 108 
1927 •••••••••• 1 95 114 1.20 111 112 109 114 
1928 .......... 1 98 113 126 119 119 123 117 
1929 .......... 1 93 105 123 108 109 111 111 
1930 .......... : 98 109 130 108 112 123 115 
1931 .......... 1 93 106 123 103 105 123 110 
1932 .......... 1 93 104 U5 103 103 111 106 
193, •••••••••• 1 95 105 115 106 108 103 101 
193 .......... 1 95 108 115 97 101 ~~ 106 
1935· .. • .. • .. ·1 93 97 99 94 ~~ 96 
1936 •••••••••• 1 95 103 101 97 100 100 
1931 •••••••••• 1 107 106 101 103 104 106 104 
1938 .......... 1 98 96 94 97 99 100 97 
19~ .......... 1 105 99 106 10~ 105 91 103 
19 .......... 1 111 101 111 10 ~~ 103 108 
1941 .......... 1 l°l 100 110 ~~ 100 105 
1942 .. : ....... 1 11 108 126 120 109 117 
19~ .......... 1 1,2 119 149 125 141 11,7 1,4 
19 .......... 1 1 1 127 i~ 139 149 126 1 3 
19115 11 ....... 1 134 115 125 131 109 129 • I 

JJ Pull11'1>2" . 

'l'able 8.- Annual. rate of 1&7 per hen ... 4 pallet on farms. Jan. 
(Iad.e,. nllllberel 1935-39 • 100) 

1. "7 rec10al, 1925-44 

Year /lI • .AU. I 1 

1 
I •• II. Ceat. 1 1'. I. Cut. I 8. AU. S. Ceat. I'eat U. S. 

f 
1925 .......... 1 ~ S8 91 94 94 91 90 
1926 .......... 1 91 96 99 104 98 95 
1927 .......... ~ 87 90 95 101 101 93· 93 
1928 •••••. .••• 1 85 89 ~2 ~~ §~ 90 91 
1929 .......... 1 90 93 ~~ 94 
1930 .......... 1 88 U 96 94 92 ~l 1931 .......... 1 92 98 91 96 96 
1932 .......... 1. 92 94 92 98 98 ~, 94 
193, .......... 1 91 91 92 ~, 89 91 
193 .......... 1 91 S8 86 89 95 ;! 1935 .......... 1 97 97 95 96 95 98 
1936 .......... 1 98 94 90 98 96 102 95 
1937 .......... 1 98 99 98 100 98 102 ~ 1938 .......... 1 104 105 110 . 107 107 99 
19~ .......... 1 102 105 107 102 102 ~~ 103 
19 .......... 1 100 103 104 103 98 101 
1941 .......... 1 108 III 115 106 111 101 110 
1942 .......... 1 III 114 123 109 113 102 11, 
19~ .......... 1 106 112 120 108 112 103 ll1 
19 ......... ,..: 107 114 122 103 III 106 112 



11 

HENS AND PULLETS ON FARM-S JANUARY 1, AND ANNUAL 
RATE OF LAY, BY REGIONSd925 M 45 
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Recent Dovotop~onts 

:::ommorcinl H1'1.tchory operntions durinG June 
Mpre thnn Double Lp.st Yep.r 

The number of chicks hntched in June by commercinl hatcheries wns 182 
million, 107 million !<bovo Inst ye<1.r. Hntching op'.;rntions during tho !!lonth might 
hn.vQ boen grenter, hf,d there boon an ndoqupto supply of hntching eggs. On 8. 

rcgion A.1 b".sis. h~.tching opcrn.tions wore especi'llly lArgo complJ.rod vri th lr.st yorer 
in the -.7')st north CentrRl Stntes for flock roplncoment purposos. Porcentr.gn 
incronsos b:, regions wero res follows: 

Y·iost North Centr"l 
Hestorn 
Ep.st North Contrd 

241 
lSS 
131 

Middlo j..tlantic 
New EnglAnd 
South i.thmtic 

125 
121 

92 

From JnnuP.ry through June. cornmercinl hntcheries producod 1.3 billion chicks, 
15 percont r.bovo 1r.st yop.r, nnd 0xceedod only in 1913 when output VTI'S 55 nillion 
more. Hatchery oporr.tions for flock r8plo.cemont purposes got off to a 1f1.tc stnrt . 
thi:s yon.r. Farmers usunlly mn.ke their plans for purchf1.sing bnby chicks onrly in 
the spring. Such plr'.ns p.rc Inrgcly dependent upon tho profi tnbi.li ty of the previoos 
ye I'.r , S oporp,tions. Low pricos in 19 .. 14 "[orc di scournging fp.ctors to l3.ny oxpn.nsion 
in 1915. On 1~l".rch 1, fnrm';rs intonded to purchnso 1 porcont fower chicks thr\.TI in 
1944. Prior to Mf'.rch, the dC)l'!land outlook for eggs in 1915 Wf'.S uncort·\irt.. Howover, 
thf' intentions W3rc !!lodifiod by df)volopm'?nts during the hntching scr.son. 

:,'[ith the demand situl'1.tion chAnging r~.pidly during tho {)P..rly part'of 1915, 
fnr.mers qui. ckly ch!'ngod thoir pl':tns as to tho raising of chicks for flook roplf'1.co­
~ent'" purposos. ;i.ccordinr:ly, demnnd for b~.bJ-· chicks bccnme very strong f,ftcr l!Iarch, 
hnq c~e:rcif11 hntchory oporr.tions wore stopped up sharply. In Fobrun.ry., commercial 
hf'ttohery oper~tions wcrfl 14 poro"mt bolo'"" 1914 but by June this vrp.s shnrpl:r 
reversed, and Juno output wr.s 14~ p8rcent <tbove 19~'1. 

Demrmd for bnby chicks will romfl.in strong for tho next few months. CommerCial. 
hatchory operntions c'l.rried on~.ftcr June nro prir:1f1.rily for mO['.t purposos. Such 
operntions arc c.arriod on to fL lnrge extent in pnd r.round f.rR'ts surrounding 
cO~(lrciG.l broiler produ~tion. ';"lith tho pr'.:v".l lin~ d'3mp.nd for chicken !!lefCt, 
brqilor product~.0'1 during thn n()xt fri1!T months 'will bn f'0.r f1.hefl.d of 1nst yen.r ['.nd 
i:-tt record levols. Honco, output of brby chicks this SUP1fficr will bo very high, 
ospocially in tIL:: l'[iddlo 11.tlp.ntic Str.tos 0.nd other arcrts close to cOIn..morcif'.l 
broil~r-producing conters. 

Fe~d Prospects not So F0.vorablo 
:f'k Lr s t y.'J 0.1' 

Indications ".s of July 1 f.re thn.t supplies of iMportant feed grains vrill 
not be P.s In.rgo in 1915-16 ".s in 1911-15, primf-\rily becn,use of f'. sm".ller corn 
crop. The first offici0.l csti!!l".to indic",t,.;s a corn crop of 2.7 billion bushels, 
about 500 !!lillion bushels below thn.t of 191'±. Part of tho dccre".se :::1.8Y bo offset 
by n lr.rgor c!'.rry-ovcr. Prospects indic<>.tn lnrger supplies of oats nnd smf1.l1ur 
suppUos of bnrley thrm f'. ye(~r ".go. 

Tho total number of grain consmning 'l.nimal units on fnrms on Jnnunry 1, 
1916 mf'.y not be grontly different from tho numbc.;r on J8.nunr:r 1, 1945. Supplies 
of fuod grrins on a grrin consu!!ling animn.l unit br>.sis mny not be qui to so largo 
n.s in tho 1911-45 feeding yef'.r. Howevor, the cr.rry-ovor of feed grf'.ins eRn 
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bo reducod somcwhnt, rnd !'lore v:hor..t is likely to be fed thl3.n 'in ';the 1944-45 
sonson. Shortor suprlies of +.11;; importnnt £'(:('rl Grp,ins vrill limit cOIll..rnorci2,1 
broil€,r outp~t. Evidently durinG 10<1,5 the :"',to of fClJdiY>{(, por lr.yor hf's beon 
at a "hir;h lC1l,cl 'lS ir..dicatod ty the r8corj 11rtttJ of In;". 

Frozon Egg Stocks RSftch Pe1\k 
EnTly in July 

Stocks of sholl nnd frozon egGs on July 1 totnlad 13 million cases, shcll­
ee;g cqui v~lent, 7.7 million cr~sos b·,,1o't'r lrst yc~'1.r. Of th1.s qunnti ty, p.pproximntel~ 
2 million cns(:s wcro GOVClMlffiont oV'ncd. Shell ogG storr.go holdinf,s nmounted to 
6.1 million c~ses, of which 1.4 r'lillion cases wore Government ovmed. Tho 4,.7 
million cnsoa owned by tho trndo on July 1 vtcre tht; lowest for that date. Frozon 
egg stocks of 261 million pounds on July 1 '1:'foro nh'Jf'd of f'.ny y'2f'.r prior to 1942. 
Reflecting the strong current donnnd for shell (If,es, the into-storage movement of 
shell Rnd frozen ogt:,s during .Tun(: ,,;o.S fr.r bf;low thnt of [my recont y(J~:r. 

-. Bf'.sOQ on w80kly reports for the 35 T.'wrkots, both shell nnd frozen '){!:c hold-
ings rer,ch;')d rl sc~\sonal pCflk (!I1rly in July. '1'h1s is the cl'.rlicst thnt frozen ogg 
holdings h!',ve bOtm !:l.t t~oir ponk. 'This o~.rly pup.k roflects the continued strong 
demand for shell oggs which b,.s limited t~lO supplies ~~vp,il8.blc for brcf'.king 
operr.tions since tho first pnrt of July. ~~lso, t.h'.!rc is little nlJ'Jd for frozen 
egg SUpp1iDS for Inter dobydrr.tinr. DiJ.ring th'~l pr.st tr'rof' yCP.rs, 90 tc 150 mi llion 
pounds of frozon egGs '.'Toro used Itnnurlly in tlriod-(~[;[. production. l'his y(··nr, 
probn,bly luss thn,n ,10 million pounds ,:dll b<.) so utilized. 

Shell ogg holdine;s, howevc;', hf'.vu b·:Jc.n r<;flcM.ng r. po('\k eftrly in July for the 
p~st th!"oc yo'ws. Prior to thnt timo, th0 usu!'.l purk wrs durin.::: the first or 
second week in ilUgust. Tho chpn[·;c in sr:'nson!:.l p';!\k holdings of shr:'ll eggs is due 
in pn,rt to thc; chanGing Bonsonrl p"tt(!rn in elf)?; rro~uct.ior .• 

Tr,blo \) .-Eggs: Storngn s+,oc1:s in tho l..'hitcd Stntcs !',nd notstorngo 
movor:J.C;nt Ht 35 TIl.ft!"kets, solcctcd dntt:s 

Yoar 

Sholl 
Ave. 1937-41 
19'~4 
19~5 

Frozen 
Ave. 1937-41 
19'~4 
1915 

Driod 
194'1 
1945 

:United St".tos stocks 

Jun':) 1 
: 

July 1 . . : 

1000 0<\808 1000 C '1,s () s 

5,927 7,1411 
9,632 11,335 
5, ,132 6,lZ5 

'3,'15.5 4,127 
7,799 \l, ,1-16 
6,185 6,948 

7,718 8,128 
5,734 4,10'1 

: 

. . 
Net storr-Gte movomont in 35 !!mrkots 

(wGok endod ns of 1945) 
July 7 : July 111: ~ Jul~r 21 s July 28 

1000 C~30S 1000 c~sos 1000 CAses 1000 CRSOE 

67 42 

- 60 - 83 
:'11 19 

61 59 
15·1. 206 

23 - ,n 

24 
- 79 

- 29 

20 
167 - 8 

31 
176 

o 
89 

y Govermnent h;oldings includod in 19·H nnd 19'15. io'rozen nnd dri3d GeeS con­
vert()d to r,hell-ogg eq'li v".le"lt on 1-)e.sis of 37.5 poun ds of frozen egg rmd 10 pounds 
of driod ecr to the CAse. 
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Norm~ll:r op.;g prices recoi vcd by fnrners rCI'.ch 9. 10"1'; point in" J;I",rchnnd 
~(lmfd.n r,bout uncrnneod throu~h June. This YCfl:r', however'; with thi,) s";;:ronr, domfl.nd 
whicl~ develop'Jd during tho p".st fe~'T '!flocks, pricos incro~.s(·r'l (,Ol.t'!"':\.nsfl.soll1'lly in 
Junc. The fl.verl'.ge price received by farmers for of,gs,i!".':.1ic-:Ju-1f) vr.".e :~['.B.conts 
p8r dozon., 2.1 cnnts <l.bove mi.d-~/k.y rnd 7.7 conts nhove Juno 15, 19'.~L,::..T}-.G ',.I.yorngo 
price roc,')i ved. by fn.:nners for eggs on June 15 this yer-.r i"!n.s tn!: h~£;h(Jst OV:Jr 
rvporteo for, thr>:.+' d(1.te. 

Feed prices in June v,e-:-o :?bont unchf'.n::;ed frl)m the provious month,but wore 
rbout 10 ~(;nts' pur hundred pounds below lftst yopr. The ef,g-fond '!I)"ice r .... +.io·. 

, pontinued very ffl.;vornble for t~gb production. ':~t 12.4, thr:· I'ri~c r<1tio ,·u'.s·17 
percent f'.1.:l0~r·3 t!'l.8. ID~4-43 rvernee for June • 

. EGg Production Below Lr.st Yet'.r;-
.. Supplies in T8rminnl Mn.rkets About the Snme 

Egg production during June of lJ.·n million dozen w<\s 3 pe:'cent beloy: June 
194·1, but ·30 percent ".bove the 1934-1'.3 Il:v(;rD,;;o for June. The "'.vcrr.t':;) numbor of 
leyers on fp.,rrr.s WI'l.S 7 percont less thnn 1n:st y~3'·.r~ but ~ reco't"d r"tc of 1".:{ 
pprtly offset this reduction. The nvorp.::;e numbr;!, of er.:gs produced per'lr·Y8r 
dt,ring .Junc Wf.S 15.6 eGgs, comp~.rcd with 15.0 ogg~ in June 1044. 

.-
Thus fnr this yop.r, q;f; production h«s f1.v';rll:csd 6 p8rC(';!lt bo10w 19,~4. On 

Jnnur..ry 1,. 191'<5 tho number of hons end pullets on farms wrs 9 percent 10138 th~n 
the rrcvious yen.r, but the reco:rd rf\to of lrt'Y h~.·.s l:ept e~;r ;;roduction at com-
pHrA.tivc·ly hir;h levols. For th') first h~(lf of 1915, th-:-' rl:!teof l r .y por r.ver!'1.ge 
It:yor wns 89 Ogt;3, compp.rod with 87 eggs during 19~c1. r.nd 197..5-39 ~v'~rr'bo for that 
period of 78 eggs. 'Better foods, furthur improvement in tho types of birds, nn.d 
fnvorr.ble wO'J.th·3r hn.ve ceel" lrrGoly responsibli:l for the high r'1.to of If'.y. . 

Supplior- of eGgs in the lnrgo torminnl r.'.!\rkets ;'rer.) not much di.fforen t 
during .runo !l.r.d ()~rly tTuly f:'om th'3 previous ~rerr. Receipts n.t the four princip~.J, 
mr.rkcts fo.r the ,1:wueks onded J'.lly 14 totf'.lGd 1,114,000 cn.scs, conpn.rod ynth .., 
1,.037,000 Cf'SOS in the 8'lrac:period of 19£'1,11. BGcf.uSO of lnrr:;;,; army procurement in 
the r.1ftrkets, strict cOI'lpnrr'.bilit~r ftr: to supplies nvdlf'.blr; for civilic'.ns dous not 
uxist. 

R0ceip:t;s at other pl"im'\ry mr.rkots in JUl"'.e r:1nd er.rly July ",jere' fn.r below 
1f-.st yer.r. At midwest primary m(1.rkots receipts ..... ;ern bg'ginC nbout 15 percent 
behind, p'1.rtly bocf',use of the 1f'.:rgo reduction in e~f, procossine. E".stern er;g 
auction receipt,s were 50 p~rcent less th('\..n a YO"r 'Jp.rlicc- f:"1r1 the VTestem mnrkets 
Wore 35 p~roent behind. Bccnuse of stronr. 10.cl".1 dom~nds, doorenses in ~he cot>.stn1 
regions Dr') due chiefly to the fact th,~t w:my. eggs ftro' n()t follovring usu~.l ml"rket 
chrmnels. -

Ff'trm Prices of Paul try I":t ;.11-time 
High for June 

The -;',ver-n.ge pric'crecoivedby f!,,-'rmers for chickens in M.id-June vlT'.s,27.5 
cents pE:!r pound, (.1n inerense' of 0.9 cent from mic1.-Mry. Except for' the prices 
received by f~rmers in LprH, 1ib.y, p.nd July of' 1919, this is the hir;host price 
ever recei vod by farmers for chickens. Tho' incrol!se' from L'ly to Juno was in 
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oontre.st totha decline ,;rhich took pIp.cel in OPA bnsic ceiling; prices. The 
seasor..al base price in the r:lflXiMUI:l price refulntion indicates n decline of 1.2 
cents per pound in wholesale ceiling prices. 

FroM Jecnuary through .Jun'), the D.verage farm price of chi ckens increased 
3.3 cents per pound. Usually little or no change occurs during tha.t period. 
On n regionnl bnsis, the changes were more striking. In the Middle Atlantic 
States, the increase from January 15 to June 15 wes 5.2 cent5 per pound. In the 
VTest North Central Stntes J a.n inersnse of only 2.5 cen:t;s per pound occurred 
in the snrte period. Evidently above-ceiling sdes in the Middle Atlantic States 
were being; reflected in the farm price. Incroases from January to JunEJ in other 
regions wore AS follows: South Atlantic, 4.6 cents;' East North Centrel, 2.9 
conts r rmd ':lestern, 4.3 cents. 

Supplies of poultry ment passing thrOUGh uSU<1.l chrmnf'Jls are fnr below 
1 nst yenr. Receipts of dre.ssed poultry in the four mnrkets during June were 
only ebl''lUt half of those durinG June 1944. Receipts in the midwestern primury 
markets were showing l!1.!"ger declines, about 60 percent below ll),st yenr. 

Marketings of poultry will increr,se seasonally from now through DeceMber. 
Tote.l marketings of chicken meat, including cOnI'lercial broilers, -probably will 
be' somewhat 1arher dU'!"in;:,; the second half of 1945 th~!ll the s€)cond ha-lf of 
1944. Some dec:::-cases from lest yeDr in marketings of farm chickens nny tfJ.].::e 
plnce, but this 'Nill be mor'3 than offset by the If1.rge increnses in broiler 
production.. Indice.tions flre thr.t broiler prC'duction at present is at lenst 20 
percent nbove l<1.st yenr. Durin€; the summer of 1944, broil'3r production declined 
sharply, becnuse of poor returns. At thnt time, the Army stopped out. of the 
mr;,rket for la few months, and broiler prices declined. However J there apparently 
is 1i ttle lotup in the demnnd for broilers !1t 'l'rr)sent, so thD.t incre~,ses over 
last yenr probnbly 1"ril1 continue. 

OPA Issues Revisions of Poultry Price 
Ceiling Regul<>.tions 

The second revision to tho !:iPR 269 vms issued June 27, effective July 1. 
'MHjor chflnt;es from the pr8vious pri0e-cet1inc roguln.tion vrere ?s follows: 
(1) Ceiling prices on ~hickens nnd turb)~rs hre set up on ('. zone bQsis instend 
of on the basis of f~ b(csing point plus transportation chargtjs. (2) The base 
price on young chickens WC:.S raised on tho avera.Ge 1 1/4 cBnts, in line with I'l 

directive issued S.t the end of MRrch bv the Office ·of Economic Stabilization. 
(3) Overriding ceilinG prices were set on suineRs in order to halt the uVJImrd 
spiraling of Guinea prices. 
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