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Reflecting strong wartime demands for eggs, farm egg production per capita in the
West North Central, East North Central, and South Central States increased greatly over
pre-war, The North Atlantic States have been showing a steady upward trend in per
capita production, probably as a result of the expansion in commercial egg production,
Production per capita in the Western States has been declining over a period of years,
partly becauseofa rapid increase in population in that area. Per capita production in
the South Atlantic States has remained relatively stable.




STATISTICAL SUMMARY

AVERAGE 1944 1945 CURRENT MONTH
AS PERCENT OF
ITEN UNIT ViR AVER-
PERIOD MAY JUNE MAY JUNE MAY JUNE  |garLizR| Aok
Layers oo farma, nsmber . . . . . . .|Nillion 1884-43, 294.9 217.8 891.8 366.0 358.6 389.5 98 122
Nomber of eggs laid per Ren . . ., . .| Number 19 34-48. 16.98 14.60 17.19 14,97 17.587 15,60 104 107
Total fam prodlctioxi of eggs . . . .|Nil. doz. [1984-48 417.9 833.6 561,2 455.4 525.0 441.2 97 130
Stocks, eggs, U. S: .
Shell . . . . . . ¢ s o . s o o« o] 1,000 case|1934-43] 6, 484 7,614 9,632 11, 335 5,482 6, 125 b4 80
Prozea . . . . o v v o« o s o o o | 1,000 case| 1984-434 3,732 4,674 7,799 9, 446 6, 185 6, 948 74 162
Total, shell and frozen ee o o o of 1,000 case| 1984-48{10, 196 12, 189 17,431 20,781 11,617 18,078 68 107
Dried whole oggs o o » « » - « « « .|Nbl. 1b. - — - 7.2 81.8 |  57.3 41.0 50 | -—
Apparent egg disappearance, civilian:
Total shell egg egquivalemt . . . . . Nil. doz. [1934-43 301.1 280.4 300.0 244.6 882.8
Dried egg production . . . . . . . . |N{D. 1B, -—= ——- —— 84.6 82.7 12.5
Commercial hatchery operationx
Chicks bhatched e s s s e e s o s ol Nillion 1934-48 199.6 89.2 239.0 75.0 311.2 182.4 2438 204
Recelpts
Poultry, dressed, four markets . . .|Nil. lb. 1934-43 20.6 28.3 26.3 86.5 16.2 18.8 52 81
Poultry, live, Chicago e oo . o NiL. 1D 1989-48 4.8 5.8 4.8 4.8 1.5 2.2 46 42
Poultry, live, New York . . . . . .{Nil. 1b., |1989-43 9.7 9,7 18.0 10.8 3.9 4.4 41 46
Poultry, live, Midwest, per plaat . .| 1 000 1b. |1934-48 11.3 16,2 15.4 26.1 6.1 9.4 87 62
Fowl (hens), live, Midwest, per plant| 7,000 lb. |1984-48 8.9 10.8 12.6 19.4 3.7 6.4 33 59
Youag stock, lave, Midwest, per plant| 1,000 1b. |1984-43 — 3.5 1.0 4.5 1.8 2.8 51 66
Stocks, poultry.
Broilers . . . . . v v ¢ o ¢ o o . oML, 0. 1984-43 4.4 4.6 4.8 4.8 1.8 1.9 44 41 ‘
Pryers © . v v v 4 o v e e o . . o ML, Ib. [1934-43 3.4 2.6 7.1 6.6 6.9 7.8 111 292
Boasters . . . ¢ « ¢ « s o ¢ o+ o o| M3l L), 1934-438 9.6 6.9 15.2 12,9 19,8 17.4 185 252
Fowls (hens) e e s s e s e o s o ofMil, Ib, {1984-43 9.3 11,1 80.4 37.6 18.9 14.1 38 127
Turkeys s e s 6 s s s e s s o s oI Nl b, 193448 20,1 18.7 35.7 35.3 28.8 27.6 78 148
Dacks e ¥ L Y 7 1. 9 1934-48 2.0 4.0 2.4 5.0 4 .8 16 20
Miacellaneous and uaclassified . . .|Nil. lb. 1984-423 12,9 12,8 28.6 35.0 29.8 30.0 86 244
Total poultry . 4 o o « « o o o » o Nil. 1b., |1984-48 59.7 60.1 122.7 130.8 102.2 98.2 75 163
Prices received by famers
Bggs, per dozea . . . . . « .« . . .| Cent 1984-48 19.9 20.4 27.2 28.1 88.7 35.8 127 176
Bggs, parity price per dozes . . . .| Cent 1934-43 22,7 22.7 30.5 81.5 31.6 82.0 102 141
Bggs, perceatage of parity . . . . .| Percent 1984-48 86 88 89 89 107 112 126 127
Chickens, per pouzd . . . . . . . .| Cent 1984~ 43 16,1 16.0 24.4 23.8 26.6 27.5 118 172
Chickens, parity price per pound . .| Cent 1934-48 15.2 16.2 19.3 19.4 19.7 19,7 102 180
Chicker ., percentage of parity . . .| Percent 1934-43 105 104 126 123 185 140 114 185
Torkeys, per posnd s v e s o s o o Cent 1939-48, 18.4 18.0 80.5 30.0 81.2 83.4 111 186
Turkeys, parity price per pomsd . .| Cent 188948/ 19.8 19.9 24,3 24,5 24.9 24.9 102 125
Turkeys, percemtage of parity . . .| Percent 1989-43 93 90 126 122 125 184 110 149
A1l farm commodities (1910-14 = M0) | Index no. |1934-43 118 118 194 198 200 208 107 175
Chickens and eggs (1910-14 = 10012 Index no, | 1984-431 121 123 168 169 196 209 122 168
¥hilesale prices, Chicago: :
Rggs, standards, per dozen s+ o Cent : —— -— 30.8 33.6 36.8 K74 —— ———
Live heavy bess, per pound e o s of Cent 183943 18.7 18.1 26.2 28.4 28.1 27.2 116 150
Live broilers, per pownd e o » o« of Cent 193948 22.6 21.2 81.1 29.6 3/ s/ —_— —-—
Live fryers, per pound s e s s o ] Cent 198943 28.5 22.4 81.1 29.9 si.s 30.8 103 138
Live rossters, beavy, per posad . .| Cent 19 39-43, 25.8 25.3 81.1 29.9 31.6 30.8 108 122
Wholessale prices, New York:
Dressed broilers, 25-30 pouads per f
dozen, per povdd . ., .+ + 4+ + « . «| Cent '1934-48 25.68 26.0 89,7 38.5 40.2 89.5 108 152
Dressed roasters, {8-54 pounds per
dozen, perpound . . . « o+ o 5 + o Cant 1884-43 27.8 27.9 39.7 88.5 40,2 89.5 108 142
Dressed fowls, 48-54 pounds per : (
dogen, per POURA . . + .« s o . . .| Cent 1984-48] 24,4 22.8 34.2 35.7 36.3 85.56 | 99 | 156 .
Cash fam income : .
Total marketings . . . . . . . . . .|Nél. dol. |1989-48] 854 871 1, 452 1, 505 1,451
Poultry and eggs . . . . . . . + . . Mil. dol. |1989-48] 115 112 203 185 226
Price ratios
Chicago, broiler-feed . . . . . . .{Lb. feed 198943 15.8 14.8 18.7 18.1 -— -— - -—
Chicago, light roaster-feed . . . .|Lb. feed [1989-43 16,3 16.1 13.7 13.2 14.1 —_— — ———
Farm, egg-feed e e o o o o oo+ o|Lbe fead |1934-43 10.4 10.6 9.1 9.4 11.7 12.4 132 117
Farm, chickes-feed e o o o o oo oJbb, fead 1984-48 8.8 8.5 8.1 7.9 9.8 9.6 120 112
Farm, torkey-feed . . . . . . . . .lLb. feed 1984-43, 8.7 8.4 10.2 10.0 10.9 11.6 116 138
Farm, egg-laying mash « v o o o o|Lb. feed -—— --- —_— 7.5 7.7 9.5 10.1 181 ——
Laying mash, cost per cwt. e o o o o| Dollor - —-- —— 3.65 8.65 8.54 8.55 97 —_—
Feed cost per cwt,, fam pomltry ration| Dollar 198443 ——— - - - 2.87 2.88 1 -— -
Wholesale food prices {19835-839 = 100) Index no. |1984-43 102.9 104.1 182.7 134.6 185.8
Retail food prices (1B9385-39 = 100) Index no. |1934-48 105.8 106.2 185.5 185.7 188.8
Prices paid by famers including inter-]
est and taxes (19P-14 = W0) . . .| Index no. |1984-438 134 134 169 170 178 173 102 129
Retail prices (BL&: !
Roasters, dressed, per pound « « o Cont 1984~ 43 84.2 84.3 46.5 46.0 47.1
Bggs, strictly fresh, per dozes , .| Cent 1984-43 83.2 84.4 44.9 45.7 49.7
Nomagricultural employees compensa—
tion (1935-39 = 100) . . . . . . . .| Index no. |1984-43 124.3 126.8 264.2 266.4 272.8

3gnd of month. Frosen eggs converted to case equivalent.
2, : - .
Adjusted for seasonal.

3No quotation.
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THE POULTRY AND EGG SITUATION
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SUMMARY
‘ Demand for eggs will remain strong well into 1946, and will continue to

exceed supplies at least until egg production increases seasonally beginning
next December, Civilian per capita consumption of eggs in the second half of
1945 will be about the same as in the second helf of 1944, but will be moderately
less than in the first half of 1945, reflecting the‘seasonal‘decrease in outputs,
Egg production has risen\to high levsls during the war. Dﬁring'the past
three years, one-fourth to one-third of the farm egg production in the West‘North
Central States and about one-fifth of the production,in the East North Central
\and South Central States have been utilized in drying, to meet lend-lease and
!litary needs. ‘hen the strong wartime demend for eggs weakens because ‘of‘
larger civilian supplies of meats and as = result of reductions in dried-egg
requirements,.downward adjustmentes in eég output may occur in those areas. 'ith
inereasing competition from supplies in the Mid&eét, egg production in the Horth
Atlantic States also may decline, Little éhangé froﬁ present produétion levels
is likely in the South Atlantic and Viestern regions. In the South &tlantic
States, production is below consumption and in the iest, where populetion has
increased repidly in recent years, production is likely to continue below consurip-
tion levels. ' .
The average price received by farmers for eggs rose contfa-seasonally'from

mid-May to mid-June, when et 35.8 cents per dozen the average price was 2.1 cents
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per dozen higﬁéfuﬁﬁ%ﬁ é—ﬁéﬁ%ﬁ;éa;liér;"nfhé é%é;nge‘ﬁfiééhfér éhiﬁkon; in mid-
June, at 27.5-ééhté'pér 56&5&;'ﬁés'0.9 céﬁt.ﬁigﬁef then in ﬁié-Hay. Since
January, the farm pride'of chickens has incronsed 3.3 cents ééf ﬁound. Usunlly,
little or no change takes rlace in that pofib&.
Thus far thié yoar, the-outstanéing»devslopment in egg production has buw
a record rate of lay., For the first six months; -layers produced an average of
89.eggs, 3 percent more then ié;é &ear. .The numbsr of layers on farms aversaged
9 percent less then a year earlicr, but epg production was only 6 percent smaller
than in the first half of 1944. : ’ el ' ‘
Stocks of shell and frozen oggs were at their seasonsl penk enrly d4n Julw.

. []
This is the earliest thaot frozen egr stoclis hrve ronched their seasonal high
¢ g

(22
point, However, with large Government holdings, commercial shell cgg stocks of
4,7 million cases were the lowest on record for July 1. Dried cge stocks on
July 1 totaled 41 million pounds, 18 million pounds less-than a month carlier
and 40 million pounds less than a year earlier.

Chiecken ment sup?lies will incrense seasonnlly during the second half of

1945, when marketings of chickens probably will be somewhat larger than those in

the second half of 1944, mainly dve to o lerser production of commercial broilors'

The militery will contirue to teke o lnrge prrt of ths total supply. '
Commereial hatchery operations during Jure verc cxczeded only in June

1943, Output. of badby chicks for the remnindsr of 1945 ¥s expocted to remain

at levels wnparnlleled in the history of the hatchory industry, roflecting the - f

strong demend for chickens, eséeciqllv broilerse The number of .chicks and young .

chiqkons on frrms: July 1, ineluding a large percentege of c0ckerels; vrns 656 .

million, 11 percent ebove last ycar. Based on hasﬁ relationships, this would

indieate that laving flocks on Jenucry 1, 1946 will ba slightly larger than on

Jenuary 1, 1948,

-~ July 21, 1945,



THE EGG SITUATION

NUMBER T I !
(MILLIONS) | LAYERS ON HAND —
P 450 Fag - 1944 — -
: il ‘
\
. 400
350
.:300
) 1934-43 | l
250 e e o B
CASES T I .
(MILLIONS " ) o oroCKS SHELL EGGS™ ]
o -
. N X .
9
6
:;) Ty Avé!‘q"gé o\ —
'I 1934-43
. L | .
o : (N R L
CASES ] I ]
(MILLIONS) | FARM EGG PRODUCTION  _}
20
16~
12
o B Average . -
LT - 1934-43 ~~
L s P o o s s s i i
“i JAN. - ARR.~ JULY " dcT.”
*1sr OF THE MONTH

U. 5. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

CENTS ] | I
PER : -
DOZEN FARM PRICE OF EG6S |
s
42 1944 1+ —
\ 1945 O
36  |—
s _
30
24
- Average
L I 1934-43 -
18 R ] ot e
CASES . . T
. i
(MILLIONS) |-y 5, STOCKS FROZEN EGGS*
12 | i
T jo4d | s 7
. - +
I~ "... LN 7
N Y 4 N
9 5 g T \
B ! 7 - . -
4 ,’ : .
L ' \ -
A
6 *174,5— -
R ~{————~7 - S
~ VAverage/ N
- [ . 1934-43 .
0 T I S N I B B
POUNDS [= 7. T T
"~ |5 EGG-FEED PRICE RATIO®
’ SN
1945 "ﬂvémée:1 e
1 193¢-431 [ &
14 | e —_— I_',_._
YA
v
4
l__l’_

1944 3
| [ N
— ettt N
JAN, APR. @ JULY oCT.

ABASED ON FARM P}lCES ;

NEG 45112

- FIGURE 1

BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS

H

CENTS PER

®

THE POULTRY SITUATION

#* 1sr OF THE MONTH'

U 8. DEPARTMENTY OF AGRICULTURE

i |
FOUND | " FARM PRICE OF CHICKENS _|
28 -
‘ 1945 |
24 el ..«ﬂ%—’.#\a.—_---#
o
- ~'1944 -
20 |« Average .
1934-43
* 16 )\ —
'2 4 3 4 e I .l
POUNDS T
AMILLONS) | 4y 5. STOCKS OF FOWLS * _|
100 : 1944
L L1945 .-
75
50
25
0
POUNDS T ; |
(MILLIONSY | 43, 5. STOCKS OF CHICKENS * |
80 l1944
-t\/
- \ P
) Y
v,
60 \
. \
\
I~ A Y
A Y
40—
1945
20
| _Average _7| 4
1934-43 ~
o Lol 1y ltilil
. JAN. - APR, JULY OCT.

CENTS PER T ] |
FOUND |  FARM PRICE OF TURKEYS |
1945 |
35 e T -
P | . P
30’ F==—ae ™ {
. F 1944
25 | Average
1939-43
T s0 U
.15 SR I T N O A S S50 N B B
POUNDS T T ]
c'n«?usmos) i FOWLS: AVERAGE
; RECEIPTS PER PLANT#
: | |
24 1 i
L 1944 | A
5 N AN
18 'l_\\_~"~—-— ‘——J
l' d \\ -
|- ' |
.- : ~
12 3 H
L ‘ ’ -
o A /2, \
6 PN\ '
‘v| Average
LN 1934-43
PSR N T B O O O
POUNDS ° l ]
(THOUSANDS) | .CHICKENS. YOUNG: AVERAGE |
RECEIPTS PER PLANT2
20
15
10
5
o S~ LT

JAN.

APR. JULY. OCT

- A RECEIPTS AT CENTRAL WESTERN PRIMARY MARKETS

]
NEG. 45113

FIGURE 2

BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS



JULY 1945 . -6 -
EGGS: REGIONAL DEVELOFMENTS AND OUTLOOK

BACKGROWND: Periods of shortages focus attention on local problems,
This brief survey is presented to indicate past trends and possible .,
future developments in the production of eggs by regions.

Bgg Production in 1944 in “lest North Central
"States Almost Double Pre-war

Farm egg production during the war has made unusual gains. In 1944, United
States farm egg production, totaling 4.8 billion dozen, was 59 percent above the
1935-39 average. About one-fifth of the increase was due to the hesvier rste
of ‘lay, and the rest was a result of zn increased number of hens.

®

Changes were even more striking on a regional basise. In the “lest North
Central States, production in 1944 was almost double pre-ver, The Vorth aAtlentic ‘
end South Central States also showed remarksble gains, of 50 to 65 percent over
pre-war production., Output in the Tlestern and South nAtlentic States, however,
indreased only about 40 percent.

Regional egg production has not followed the regional changes in human
population in recent years. During 1944, farm egg output in the ‘Jest North
Central States, per capita, was more than double the pre-war average. The North
Atlgntic States, on a per capita basis, showed inecreases of about 50 percent
over pre-war, while the South stlantic and East North Central States changed
much less. Per capita production in the Viestern States in 1944 was below pre-
viar, There has been a slight dovmward trend in per capita egg production in the
Vlest since 1930, in part due to increasing industrialization, accompanied by
net immigration into that region.

Teble l.-Per capita farm egg production, U. S and by regions, 1930-44
(Data for cover chart)

North ¢ East 2 Vilest ¢ South § South @

Year s Atlentic: North: Norththtlentic: Central: Viestern : United States
3 sCentral:Central: s 1 :
1930 @ 141 329 836 208 289 423 317
1831 ] 136 331 796 201 283 425 311
1932 : 136 316 700 199 280 372 291
1933 H 137 308 700 190 266 340 282
1?34 H] 138 304 656 179 245 345 262
1935 H 140 302 609 1786 242 318 264 »
1836 H 147 308 596 182 250 340 270
1537 H 164 329 649 195 273 354 . 292
1928 3 159 315 680 191 283 318 288
1939 H] 167 322 749 189 285 301 297
1940 : 173 322 771 192 277 307 300
1941 ] 179 334 837 186 292 303 312
1942 s 199 368 1,051 2056 344 218 357
1943 H 223 408 1,223 219 390 319 2956
1944 2 235 429 1,308 225 409 335 416
1945 1/: 210 403 1,261 212 373 294 387

1/ Tentative indication as of July 1
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‘Egg Supplies for Remainder of 1945 to be
Shortest in Coastal Regions.

For the rest of 1945, United States farm egg production will be moderately
below 1944, Over-all demend at prevailing prices will exceed ‘supplies. The

situation will become increasingly tight wntil December, when supplies will begin
to incrense seasonally. )

. .Regionally, supplies this fall will be shortest in the New England and
“estern States. TIith a generally tight situation, supplies will tend to stay
close to the source of production, The Midwest is the main surplus-producing
aren, The New England States ordinarily ship in about one-third of the eggs
required for consumption. Shipments into the Vlestcrn States in recent years arc
equivalent to about one-sixth of consumption.

Cold storage holdings of shell eggs in the North atlantic States on July 1,

oteling 1.5 million cases, werc about half of last year's holdings, and about
ree-fourths of the 1937-41 averege holdings on July 1. Production in the North
Atlentic States hes been running sbout 9 percent below last year. Cold storage
holdings in the Tlestern States were slightly above pre-war on July 1, but productic
is much lower than last ycar. From January through June, farm egg output in the
iestern States wes 12 percent below last year., The average number of layers
during Junc was 15 percent below last year, Production in that area for the
;emainder of the year will be significently less than last year.

lleat supplies appear to be shorter in both coastal regions than in other

freas. Demand for eggs probably is rclatively stronger in both nreas then in the
Midweste

Leying Flocks next January to be
Larper Than in Provious Y err in North Central and
North Atlentic Regions

. The totnl number of chicks and young chickens on farms July 1, 1945 was

'56 million birds, 11 percent above last year. Based on past relotionships,
the number of hens and pullets on.farms Jenunry 1, 1946 vill be 2 to 6 percent
larger than on January 1, 1945, This would rcsult in a somewhat larger egg

production in 1946 than in 1945 if the high rate of lay prevailing-in 1945
continucs, :

Regionally, the number of young chickens on farms July 1 showed the largest
percentage incresscs, compared with last year, in the North #tlantic and North
Central areas. In the "lestern and South ftlentic regions, the number of young
chickens on hend July 1 was only 6 pcrcent rbove last year. In the South Central
Stetes, the number was 9 percont above last year. In the North Atlantic and
North Central "arcas, there were 13 percent more young chickens, Laying flocks
on the first of next year probably will show somcwhat greater incroases over
this year in the North Atlantic ond North Central States than in othor regions,



JULY 1945 - 8 -

Table 2,- Chicks and young chickens on fﬁrms~3u1y 1, 1945 =s a
percentage of July 1, 1944 by regions-

North :East NorthfWost Norths South ¢ South ¢ . .o . 3 United

Atlsntic 2  Contral ¢+ Central 2 Atlantic : Contral western Stntos

Poreent Percont Porecont . Porcont Poreont Porcent Percont
113 113 112 106 109 106 111

Demend for eggs in 1946 will probnrbly remain unusually strong, at least
for the first part of the yenr. During the lntter nart of 1946, demrnd for
ngps may werken somcwhat, and priccs may docline from the 'high levels of 1945.

Post-war regionnl prospects

In the post-war puriod, vhen supplies of ment become abundant snd military ‘
~nd export demand for eggs declincs, regional adjustments An egg output probably
vill occur. In thot period, egg consumption will probably deeline to somcwhere
between the pro-war aversge of 298 cgps per porson and the 1944 average consump-
tion of 351 eggs per persone ’

From 1942 through 1944, rbout 20 perecnt of the eggs produced on farms
were uscd for dehydrating. This yesr, only 6 to 8 percent of the eggs produccd
will be so utilized. The end of the war will probsbly be followcd by substantirl
roductions in shipments of dried cggs for lend-leasc and ir military procurcment
of dried cggs. This will mean thot now outlets will have to be found for eggs

-

or that some downward adjustments in egzp production will teke place, -

Approximately 25 to 35: percent of the cgg production in the West North
Contral region in 1942-44 went into dehydrnting operntions. sapproximetecly onc-
fifth of the production in the East North Central and South Centrrl Stetcs was
uscd for that purposc, Hence, sny reduction in the demend for dried eggs vould
result in sizeable adjustments in the Horth Contral and South Centrnl regions.

The Ylestern and fLtlentic arcas would be affected through increased pressure of ‘.'
supplies shipped in from the surplus regionse.

Any burdensome supply which might develop in the Contral regions would
result in incronascd competition to North -itlontic producers. In the YWdstern
Stnrtes, there hove buen larpe incercases in population during the war, snd pros-
pects arc reasonably éooa'for maintaining the prosent level of cgg production.

In the South atlantic States, there has been very little oxp-nsion in egg produc-
" tion during thc war, on b per capita basis. st
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Tadle 3.~ Produstion of sgge, by regloms, 1925-1945

Y
1

Year , ¥. Atl, E. N. Cent. , ¥, N, Cent. , 8.At1. | 8, Cemt. | Vest. u. 8.
i Killlen Million Milllon Millfon Milliop Nillion ¥illion
1925 ... 4,504 7,898 9,94 3,238 5,863 3,672 34,969
1926 ..ot Y55 &,306 10,446 3,3?5 6,ug6 4,120 37,248
1927 oeet L, 634 8,116 10,566 3,606 7,080 4,325 621
1928 ...t 4,657 8,230 10,595 3,525 6,882 4,170 38,65
1929 <eet L,687 8,056 10,509 3,256 6,556 4,855 31,921
1930 eeol 4,864 8,325 11,154 3,286 6,386 5,052 39,667
1931 ...t L,752 8, 10,708 ~ 3,205 6,289 5,150 38,532
1932 oe02 4,768 8,058 9,U56 3,197 6,275 L, sun 36,298
1933 eeol L, 837 7,890 9,495 3,202 5,999 4,191 35,514
1934 .08 4,876 7,820 8,914 2,935 5,575 k4,309 34,429
1935 oot k4,995 7,805 8,295 2,918 5,563 ’*.023 33,
1936 veut 5,250 7,989 8,087 3,039 5,765 L, Lol 34,53
1937 eeet 5,879 8,575 8,792 3,302 6,321 4,695 3.
1938 vees 5,71k 8,274 9,177 +290 6,619 L, 282 31,3
1839 eeet 6,025 8,514 10,118 3.&6 6,746 411k 38,843
1940 ...2 6,229 §,593 10,415 3.3 6,618 U, 287 39.585
1941 4.0t 6,477 9,059 1,27 3,460 7,131 1,365 1,765
1942 L.08 7,145 10,093 13,90 4938 8,474 L, 177 4g,331
1943 .. 1,829 11,0! 16,016 328 9,750 5,283 54,2
19U o0t 8,461 11,863 17,065 Y4, 558 10,178 5,748 57,874
1945 1/.¢ 1,6L0 1,258 16,621 L, 349 9,374 5,070 54,312
3 .
1/ Preliminary indication.
Table 4.. Hens and pulletst Number on farms January 1, by regions, 1925.1945
Yesr | H. Atl, B. ¥, Oent. | ¥, X, Cent. . & At 8. Cent. |  West. . 8,
T Willign Willion Miliion Million Milllon Hillion Willien
H
1925 ...t L2 87 117 bi] TH 3 391
1926 ..ot Y2 87 118 38 15 3 9k
1927 ...t 42 90 122 ko &3 38 15
1628 ... 3 89 122 43 8 43 421
1929 o..t k1 83 119 39 81 n oy
1930 40t b3 86 126 39 83 y3 L2o
1931 ...t n ) 118 37 78 u3 Yo2
1932 seet n se 112 37 76 39 386
1933 ...t b2 £3 112 38 80 36 391
1934 4eat b 85 112 35 75 36 385
1935 .40t ] I 96 3h 69 33 350
1936 .ot 42 8l 98 35 7n 35 363
1937 eoot 47 sk 98 31 7 31 3g0
1938 o000t b3 16 91 35 13 3 353
1939 eest ] 78 303 3 78 3 376
1940 .40t ] 80 108 38 81 36 193
19U et 14 19 107 7 m 35 ag
1942 Lot 5L 85 122 1 89 38
1943 ... 58 9k 145 5 104 I 4eg
194k ... 62 100 15% Eg 110 4y 519
1945 1/ 5 91 139 97 38 ]
1
1/ Preliminary.
Table 5.. Annual rate of lay per hen and pullet on farms January 1, by regions, 1925.1945%
Yosr .} W.atl. | E.N.Cemt, | W.N. Cont., S.Atl. . 8. Cemt.  Vest. T, 8.
t Fumber Fumber Fumber Number Fumber Fuzmber Fumber
3
1925 ...t 108 91 & a4 79 113 90
1926 ...t 109 9 88 £8 87 121 95
1927 oot 110 9 87 90 85 115 93
1928 ,..8 108 93 87 83 18 11 91
1929 seet 114 97 g8 85 81 118 94
1930 oot 112 97 sg gk 77 u7 93
1931 ...t 117 100 90 87 g1 119 96
1932 4e0t 117 98 85 87 g2 118 9y
1933 ...t 116 95 85 83 75 116 91
1934 L. 116 92 19 gk b nsg £9
1935 eest 12 101 87 a5 80 121 96
1936 ouat 12| 98 £3 87 81 126 85
1937 eeot - 125 103 90 g9 g2 127 99
1938 ...t 132 109 101 95 90 123 106
19%9 4ot 130 109 98 91 86 123 103
1340 ... 127 107 96 92 82 19 101
1941 ,..¢ 137 115 106 gl 93 125 110
1942 ...8 141 119 113 97 95 126 13
1943 L.0t 135 17 110 96 94 128 11
1944 ..t 136 11 112 92 93 131 1z
1945 1/.¢ 129 12l 120 97 97 133 16

3
1/ Preliminary indication.
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Table 6.- Production of eggs by reglons 1925.hk
(Index numbers: 1935.39 = 100)

Yoor Po¥ oA, 2 N Cent. [ W N CGemt. | 8 Atl, ! S Cemt. | West U. S.
:
1925 ceverncans : 81 96 110 102 95 85 96
1926 cascvasrcoel 82 101 117 10 10 96 102
1927 tevencanset :a 102 119 11 11 100 106
1928 evveicnneed 100 119 R 11 11 106
1929 eernsncront 84 98 118 103 106 113 04
1930 seecoreased 87 101 125 103 103 1y 107
1931 veeennnes o8 8 102 120 101 101 120 106
1932 cueccocnnet 8 98 106 101 101 106 100
1933 seciinenned 87 96 107 98 97 97 98
1934 ciieienans 87 95 100 92 90 100 95
1935 sevevessent 90 95 93 92 90 94 92
1936 seveenoventd 9% 97 91 96 93 102 95
1937 cevvnennasd 105 104 99 wh 102 109 103
1938 civeevnccal 103 101 10 04 107 99 103
1939 cesereaceat 108 gi 1nl 105 109 96 107
1980 ..vaeinene 112 17 108 107 100 109
b1 SR | 116 110 12 1 115 101 1us
U - R 128 12 15 12 137 m 133
1943 eeeencrenns 1o 1 180 136 12;(‘ 12 1
T 1T (R 152 1 192 1 1 13 159
N 3
- Table 7. Hens and pullets on farme Jan. 1, by regions 1925.4
(Index aumbers: 1935.39 = 103) € 923-43
Year ! B Atl. | B N Cont. W N Ceat. ; B8 Atl. . 5. Cemt. . West U. B
H
3925 cecernecessd 95 110 121 108 100 * 94 107
1926 eceeescsvet 95 110 122 106 101 97 108
1927 secerrorent 95 114 126 m 112 109 11k
192% ...... vened g8 13 126 119 119 123 117
93 105 123 108 109 17 1ni
98 109 130 108 112 123 115
93 106 123 103 105 123 110
93 104 15 103 103 m 106
95 105 115 106 108 103 107
95 108 115 97 101 10 106
93 97 9 9k 93 9 96
95 103 101 97 96 100 100
107 106 101 103 104 106 104
98 96 94 97 99 100 97
105 99 106 10, 105 97 103
11 101 m 10 mg 103 108
10 100 110 10 10 100 105
11 108 126 11 120 109 117
132 119 149 125 g 117 134
. . 1k 127 b 139 149 126 143
1945 1/ eeeernet 134 115 13 125 131 109 129
3
1/ Prelis‘uary. °
Tsble S.- Annual rate of lay per hen and pullet on farme, Jan. 1, by regions, 1925.LM
(Index numbers: 1935-39 = 100)
Year ! M atl, | R K CGent. | W N. Cemt, ; B Atl. | 5. Cemt. ; West T. 8.
'
1925 sivnsann eet 8 88 91 9% 9% 91 90
2926 cocevcaacet 52 91 96 99 104 98 95
1927 voerrecened 87 90 95 101 101 93 . 93
1928 seecrvavest 8 g9 9 93 9 90 91
21929 civieanared 90 93 3 95 9 g 9k
1930 covreinonn s 88 g% 96 94 92 gl 9
1930 ..evnnen wel 92 98 98 96 96 9
1932 civvrvnaent. 92 g4 g2 98 98 9 94
1933 csevencrned 91 91 92 9 £9 9 9l
1934 ......... ot 9 88 8 9 89 95 ]
1935 erereneonnt 97 97 95 96 95 98 96
1936 ...... veest 98 94 90 98 g6 102 95
1937 coeenen veet 98 9 98 100 98 102 99
1938 ...ees vesel 104 105 110 107 107 106
1939 ceivrenenet 102 105 107 102 102 99 103
1980 ........ vt 100 103 104 103 98 96 101
g ...... veent 108 m 115 106 111 101 110
1942 venrianne ot 111 14 123 109 113 102 113
1943 cievoenan ot 106 12 120 108 12 10 111
98k ........ el 107 ph1N 122 103 11 106 112
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HENS AND PULLETS ON FARMS JANUARY 1, AND ANNUAL
RATE OF LAY, BY REGIONS;1925-45
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Recont Developments

Sommercial Hatchery opcrations during Junc
Mpre than Double Last Year

The number of chicks hatched in Junc by commercial hatcheries was 182
million, 107 .million rbove last yonr. Hnatching operations during the month might
have been greater, had there been an adequato supply of hntching cggs. On =
rcgional basis, h-tching operations were espeeinlly large comparcd viith last yenr
in the "Inst North Contral States for flock replacement purposes. Perconteage -
increascs by regions were ns follows:

Yiest North Central 241 Middle stlantic 125

Ylestern 138 : Now England 121
Erst Yorth Contral ¢+ 131 South Atlantic 92 ‘

~ From Jonuary through June, cormercial hatcherics produced 1.3 billion chicks,
15 perecont ebove lnst yoer, and oxcceded only in 1943 when output wrs 55 million
morc. Hatchery operations for flock replacement purposes got off to a late start '
this year, Parmers usually mnke their plans for purchasing baby chicks early in
the spring. Such plans arc largely dependont upon the profitebility of the previous
year's operations. Low prices in 1944 werc discoursnging frctors to any oxpnnsion .
in 1945, On March 1, farmers intended to purchase 4 percent fewer chicks than in -
1944. Prior to March, the demend outlook for eggs in 1945 was uncertain, Howevor,
the intentions ware modlplﬁd by devclopments during the hatching senson.

With the demend situation chenging rapidly during the early part of 1945,
farmers quickly chenged their plans as to the raising of chicks for flock roplace-
ment purposcs. accordingly, demsmnd for bsby chicks becamc very strong after March,
and commercisl hatchery operations werc stepped up sharply. In February, commercﬁﬂ
hatehery operations were 14 perewnt below 1944 but by June this wes shﬂrplv
reversed, and June output was 148 percent above 1944,

, Demond for baby chicks will remein strong for the next fow months. Commercial '
hatchery opcrations carricd on aftor Junc are primarily for mect purposcs. Such
operations are carried on to a large cxtent in and rround areas surrounding i
commercinal broiler produstion. Vith the pravailing demend for chicken ment,
broiler production during the noxt fow months will be far shead of last yonr end
At record lovels. Henco, output of beby chicks this surmmer will be very high,
cspecially in the Middle 4Atlentic States and othor areans closc to commercinl
broiler-producing conters.,

Feed Prospects Not So Favorable
" pg Lest Yoar

Indications ns of July 1 rre that supplics of important fecd grains will
fiot be as large in 1945-46 ns in 1944-~45, primarily beenusc of a smrller com
crop. The first officinl cstimato indicemtos a corn crop of 2.7 billion bushels,
gbout 500 million bushels below that of 1944, Part of the dccrease may be offset
by a larger corry-over. Prospects indicets larger supplies of oats and smallor
supplies of barley than ~ year ago. '

The total number of grain consuming animal units on farms on January 1,
1946 mny not be greatly difforent from the numbor on January 1, 1945, Supplics
of feod greins on a groin consuming animal unit basis may not bs quite so large
as in tho 1944-45 fcceding yeor. Howevor, the crarry-over of fecd grains cean
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be reduced somcwhat, end more wheat is likely to be fed than in the 1944-45
‘scasons Shortor supplies of the importent feed grains vwill limit commercial
broiler output. Evidently during 1946 the rate of fesdirp per lch hes bLecon
at a high level as indieated Ly the record rate of lav.

Frozen Egg Stocks Reach Penk
Enrly in July

- Stocks of shell and frozen eggs on July 1 totaled 13 nmillion eases, shell-
egg cquivalent, 7.7 million cnses baslow last year. Of this quantity, epproximatel;
2 million casus were Government ovned. Shell egp storege holdings amounted to
6.1 million cases, of which 1.4 nillion cases were Govermment owned., The 4,7
million cnscs owncd by the trade on July 1 were the lowest for that ddte. Frozon
egg stocks of 261 millien pounds on July 1 were shord of ~ny veer prior to 1942,
Reflecting the strong curront demand for shell eggs, the into-storage movement of
shell and frozen cges during June: wos far below thnt of sny recont yenr,

‘ ' Brsed on woekly reports for the 35 merkets, both sholl and frozen ogg hold-
ings reachod a seasonal pesk early in July. This is the wnrliest that frozon cgg
holdings have besn at their peak., This oaorly purk refleets the continued strong
demend for shcll eggs which hns limited the suprlics ovaileblc for brecking
operations since the first part of July, 4&lso, thure is little neod for frozen
egg supplios for later dehydrating. During $he prst three yeers, 90 tc 150 million
pounds of frozen eggs werc used anmurlly in driede-egq production. This yrar,
probnbly less than 40 million pounds will bo so utilized,

Shcll egg holdings, howcver, heve bacn renching o peak early in July for the
pest throe yerrs.  Prior to that time, the usurl perk was durine the first or
second week in fugust. Tho chenge in seasonsl ponk holdings of shell eges is due
in part to tho changing seasonel prttern in org production.

Teble D.-Lggser Stornge stocks in the Thited Statcs and net storage
movenent at 35 Wﬂrkcts, selected dates
sUnited Strtes sfoc»ggé

Junz 1 i July 1

s Net storezc movoment in 35 markots

3 (veek ended ns of 1945)

¢ July 7 s July 14 ¢ July 21 ¢ July 28
1000 eesas 1000 cascs 1000 eracs 1000 ensus 1000 cases 1000 casas

. Year

Shell

hve, 1937-41 5,927 7,144 67 42 24 21
1944 9,832 11,335 - 60 - 83 - 79 - 176
1915 5,432 6,125 21 19 - 29

Frozen _ _ .
hve, 1937-41 "%,455 4,127 61 59 20 0
194 7,799 9,446 154 - 206 167 89
1945 6,185 6,948 23 - 4 -8

Dricd
1944 7,718 8,128
1945 5,734 4,104

l/ Government holcdings inecluded in 1944 and 1945. Frozen snd dried eres con-
verted to shell-sgg equivalent on besis of 37.5 pounds offrozen egg nnd 10 pounds
of dried egg to the casec,. ‘
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Bgp Prices Inerease Contrasensonally

-

Normrlly opg prices reccived by farmers rcach a low point linreh "and
rnmﬂvn rtout unckanpcd throurh June, This ycnr, however, with tho s4rong demend
whicl developod during the past fewr woeks, prices inerecscd contrssensonclly in
June, The svernge price received by farmers for eggs. in'micd=Jwic wne 35,8 cents
per dozen, 2.1 conts above mid-liny ond 7.7 cents nbove June 15, 194i. The nyerage
prics recaived by farmers for eggs on Junc 15 this yerr wns +nf hirhest over
*yonortpd for . thnt dete, , C

. Feed prices in June were sbout unchensed from the provious month, but were
rbout 1C cents per hundred pounds below last yosr. The egg-fond nrice ratio - -
. eontinued very. favorsble for egg production, -t 12,4, the nrisc ratio wes 17
percent abowve the 1934-43 rverage for Junc.

_Egp Production Below Lost Yenrs _
- Supplics in Terminal Mnrkets about the Seme .

Egg production during June of 441 million dozen was 3 percent belovw June
1944, but .30 percent ~bove the 1934-43 average for Junee. The ~verrgs number of
leyers on ferms was 7 percent less than least yerr, but 2 record rote of lny
pertly affset this reduction, The averane numbnr of eggs produced per 1?yer
during Junc was 1545 epgs, compared with 15,0 oggs in June 1944,

Thus far this yerr, egg production hes averaged 6 percent balow 1944, On
Januery 1, 1945 the number of hons rnd pullets on farms wrs 9 vercent less than
the previous vear, but the record rate of lay his lLept egr production at com-
‘paratively high levvls. For ths first h«lf of 1945, ths rete of lny per aversge
layer vins 89 cges, compercd with 87 eggs during 19::, tnd 1%25-39 rvsrego for that
period of 78 vggs. Better foeds, further improvement in the types of birds, ﬂnd
favoreble weather have beern lergely responsible for the high rate of ley,

Supplics of ergs in the large terminal markets were not much different
during Junc ard carly July from the previous yerr. Receipts at the four principel
markcts for the & woueks ended July 14 totaled 1,114,000 cnses, comparcd with ‘
1,037,000 ensus in the same period of 1944, Bseccuse of larme army procurement in
the markets, striet comparcsbility as to supplies nveileble for civilisns does not
existe ‘

Receipts at other primary nerkets in Jure ond enrly July were far below
lest yerre At midwest primary markets receipts vere logging about 15 percent
behind, pnrtly because of the large reduction in egg vnrocessing . Bastern egg
muctlon recoipts were 50 pereont less than a yenr orrlier rmd the western markocts
were 35 percent bechind. Becnuse of strong lecrl demnnds, doorenses in the coestal
regions ars. due chiefly to the faect thnt many eggs are mot following usunl mrrket,
chennels,

Farm Prices of Poultry nt All-time
High for June

The avernge price received by frrmers for chickens in mid-June vwns. 2745
cents per pound, sn inerease of 0.9 cent from mid-Mry. Except for the prices
received by farmers in Lpril, Moy, end July of 1919, this is the highest price
ever received by farmers for chickens, The increase from liay to June was in-
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ocontrest to the decline which took place in OPA basic ceiling prices. The
seasonal base price in the maximum price regulation indicates a decline of 1.2
cents per pound in wholesale ceiling prices.

From January through June:, the averege farm price of chickens increased
343 cents per pound. Usually little or no change occurs during that period.
On e regional basis, the changes were more striking. In the Middle Atlantic
States, the inerease from Jenuary 15 to June 15 was 5.2 cents per pound. In the
West North Central States, an increase of only 2.5 cents per pound occurred
in the same period., Evidently sbove-ceiling sales in the Middle Atlantic Stotes
were being reflected in the farm price. Increeses from January to June in other
regions were as followss: South Atlentic, 4.6 centsy East North Centrel, 2,9
centsy and Ylestern, 4.3 cents,

Supplies of poultry ment passing through usual chemnels are far below
last year. Receipts of dressed poultry in the four markets during June were
only cboaut hslf of those during June 1944, Reccipts in the midwestern primary
merkets were showing larger declines, ebout 60 percent below lest yesr.

Merketings of poultry will increase seasonally from now through Decermber.,
Totel marketings of chicken meat, including cormercial broilers, -probably will
be' somewhat larger during the second half of 1945 tham the second half of
1944, Some decreases from last yeor in marketings of farm chickens nay take
place, but this will be mors than offset by the large increcses in broiler
production, Indicetions ers thet broiler production at present is at least 20
percent sbove last yenr, During ths summer of 1944, broiler production declined
sharply, because of poor returns. £t that time, the Army stepped out of the
market for 'a few months, and broiler prices declinecd. However, there apparéntly
is little 1letup in the demand for broilers st prosent, so thet increases over
lest year probably will continue,

OPA Issues Revisions of Poultry Price
Ceiling Rerulations

_ The second revision to the NPR 269 was issued Jume 27, effective July 1.
Mejor chenges from the previous price=~ceiling rcgulation were 2s follows:

(13 Ceiling priccs on chickens ond turkeys are set up on o zone basis instead
of on the basis of 2 basing point plus transportation charggse. (2) The base
price on young chickens wrs raised on the average 1 1/4 cents, in line with &
directive issued et the end of llarch by the Office .of Economic Stebilization.
(3) Overriding ceiling prices were set on guineas in order to halt the upward
spiraling of guinea prices.
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