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Preliminary estimates of turkeys raised in 1945 indicate a record crop of 44.2 million birds,
22 percent above the previous record in 1944, This large output is a reflection of the strong demand,
ample feed supplies, and favorable returns for the past 3 years.

The greatest expansion in turkey production since 1938 has been in the Northeast, in Utah,
and in the Pacific Coast States, where large-scale commercial production hasbecome predominant,
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STATISTICAL SUMMARY

y o 1944 1945 ICURRENT MONTH
1ITRN uNIT : >
raroo| go | guuy | ogum | gor | gve | oqur bR YUR
Layers on farms, aember . . « « « + +|Nilléon 1934-€3) 371.9 200.5 $65.0 338.7 339.5 816.8 94 122
Nember of oggs 1aid per dsa . o , o o Jusber 198443 14.00 13.18 14.97 1871 15.60 14,48 105 110
Total famm pmdictlo‘ of #4g8 o+ . o o|Nil. dos. |1984-48] 8.6 8.1 485. 4 388.8 441.2 . 382.8 98 138
Stocks, eggs, U. 8: ]

Shell o . v o v v a8 s e s o | 1,000 case|1984-43] 7,614 7,704 11, 388 9,351 8, 120 5,921 83 77

Prose® .« « ¢ o o o o o oo o o o o] 1,000 case] 1984434 4, 874 4,781 9, 446 10, 861 6,888 6, 580 64 137

Total, shkell and frosem ve o o o o] 1,000 case] 198448113, 189 18, 495 0,781 19,712 13,946 12,501 [ 1] 100

Dried whole egge « o o « « + « « « «|H1. 10, —— -— — $5.2 96.3 .2 26.5 28 | ——-
dppareat egg dissppearaice, civiliaa:

Total shell egg equivalaat . , . . .[Nil. dos. |1984- 4B 280.4 272.6 244.6 827.8 376.4 378.8 115 188
Dried egg productios . . « « o« « o o+ JJN4L. 1D, — _— -— 2.7 831.3 9.0 7.9 25 ——
Comnercial katchery operatiosx

Chicks hatehed “ s i e s e e s oiNillion 1984-4 89.2 1 8.4 75.0 38.0 182.4 101.8 281 318
Receipts k :

Poultry, .dressed, fosr markets . . .|Nil. lb. ]1934-43 1.3 u.4 36.5 39.6 18. 26.7 67 109

Pocltry, live, Chicago o o s o0 o NiD. 1D, 192943 5.8 5.3 4.8 4.3 8. 3.1 74 80

Poultry, live, New York . .« . . « .iNil. 1, 1939-4 9.7 9.8 10.8 9.4 4.4 6.5 3] 67

Posltry, live, Midwest, por plaat . .| 1,000 1b. |1984-¢ 15.2 16.9 18.1 2.1 9.4 14.9 58 88

Powl (hens), live, Midwest, per plast! 1,000 1b. | 1984-48 10.8 9.7 19.4 1741 8.7 6.9 49 71

Yoeag stock, 1ive, Midwest, per plaat] 1,000 b, |1934-4 3.5 6.5 4.5 10.8 1.3 8.4 82 98
8tocks, poultry:

Broilers . . . « 4 o 2 o o o o s o o Mbl. D, 1984-4 4.8 6.2 4.3 6.0 2.0 2.0 38 32

Fryers e e s s s n s e o s oo ofNED, BD. 1934-43 1.5 2.4 8.8 7.2 7.1 10.9 149 454

RBoasters . . . . s o v o o oo oo o|Nil, 1D, |1934-43 8.9 5. 4 12.0 18.5 17.4 21.6 160 400

Powle {(hezs) e v s s e e e oo o|NLl. 1D, 1934-43 111 12.8 37.6 41.5 14.1 11.2 x 83

Turkeys N Y (117 1B 1934-43: 18.7 14.32 35.8 8.8 27.3 21.0. 73 148

Dacks c e e s s 0 s s s o s s« o| Nl 1D, 1984-43 4.0 6.4 5.0 7.7 .8 1.5 19 23

Miscellaseors and waclasaified . . .|NEl. lD. 193443 12.8 1.8 30.0 37.0 38.5 25.8 97 269

Total povltry . . . o ¢ o « + o » o|NéL. 2D, 1984-43 60.1 60.5 180.8 141.7 87.2 168.9 73 172
Prices received by famers I -

Bggs, per dosem . . . . o o 4 s o ofCont 1984-43 0.4 21.9 28.1 81.2 85.8 87.9 121 173

Bggs, parity price per doses . . . .| Cent 1934-43 22.7 2.8 81.5 34.0 32.0 35.0 103 122

Bgga, perceatage of parity . . . . .|Percent 1984-43 88 88 89 92 112 108 117 127

Chickess, perpossd . . . . « + « .| Cent 193443 18.0 18,0 23.8 24.2 21,6 28.5 118 178

Chickeas, parity price per pousd . .| Cent 1934-43 15.2 16.8 19.4 19.4 19.7 19.7 162 1ge

Chickes ., percemtage of parity . . .! Percent 1934-48 104 104 128 . 126 140 145 116 189

Terkeys, per pouad s e s s s s o o Cant 1939-434 18.0 18.1 30,0 80,1 33.4 38.4 11 186

Turkeys, parity price per possd . .| Cent 1939-43 19.9 20.0 24.5 24.5 24.9 24.9 10 184

Terkeys, perceatage of parity . . .|Percent 193943 90 90 122 128 184 184 109 149

All fam commodities {190-14 = 90) | Index no, |1934-43 118 119 198 192 208 206 107 178

Chickens and eggs {1910-14 = 3012 | Index no, |1934-431 123 121 169 173 207 205 118 169
Wholesale prices, Chicago:

fzgs, standards, per dozen .« o] Cont ; —— _— 33.6 5.4 4 ¥ U

Live heavy leas, per pourd e o o o] Cont 1939-43 18.1 18.6 28. 4 24.7 37.2 26.4 107 143

Live broilers, per possd . .. . .|Cent 1939- 43 21.2 2.5 29.6 2.8 2/ 8. - .

Live fryers, per pound e e o o s o Cont 193943 22.4 21.4 29.9 2.4 30.8 $1.0 118 148

Live roasters, heavy, per posad . .| Cent 1989-43 25.3 22.8 29.9 28.8 30.8 81.0 110 136
¥holesale prices, New York: ‘

Dressed broilers, 325-30 poeads per ' f ,

dozes, Per PoBRd . . . . . o s o o} Cont ‘1984-43 26.0 24.1. 38.5 87.5 89.5 $9.8 106 165

Dreased roasters, (8-54 pozads per . .

dosen, DOr DOBRA « . o+ o 4 o 4 4 of Cont 1984-48 7.9 .5 |- 8.5 37.6 39,5 89.8 | 106 | -148
Dressed fovls, 48-84 pounds per ’ : .
dosen, per POURd . . + + ¢ ¢+ o o o] Cont 1984-43 22.8 22.0 .84.5 88.5 85.5 34.8 108 157
1 Cask fam iscome -

Total marketings . . . o « « o « + +JNé}. do}. |1989-48] 871 992 - 1,508 1,602 1,526

Poultry and egge . . . + « - + » « JINEl. dol. |1908-48] ' 112 112 185 180 219
Price ratios: :

Chicago, broiler-feed . . . . . . .}Lb, feed |1930-4% 14.8 14.7 18.1 12,2 — — — f—

Qiicago, light roaster-teed . . . .|Lb. feed [1939-43 16.1 15.4 18.2 12.7 —— — — —

Fam, Oﬂ-f«d IV B L Pu-u 10.6 11.8 9.4 10,4 12.4 18. 1 126 116

Farm, chickes-feed . . . . . « . o1Lb. feed [1984-43 8.5 8.4 7.9 8.1 9.5 9.8 121 17

Parm, turkey-Zeed . . . . . . o o o|Lb. feed |1984-43 8.4 8.8 10.0 10.1 11.6 11.5 114 189

Farm, egg-layiag mash s o o oo ofbb. Teed Ll - 7.7 8.5 10.1 10.6 126 —
Layiag mash, cost per cwt. TSN ar ConliR _— —— 3.65 8.66 3.86 8.58 98 —
Feed cost per cwt., fam poultry ratios| Dollar 1984-48 ——- -— _— —— 2.88 2.90{ --- —
Wiclesals food prices {19836-39 = YO8 | Index no. |1934-43 108.7 104.1 184.6 188.8 186.9
Retail food prices (B35-39 = 100) Index no, |1934-43 106.2 106.2 186.7 187.4 141.1
Prices paid by fammers iacludiag jater- .

est aad tazxes (WDP-14= 00} . . .|Index no, |1934-43, 184 184 170 170 173 178 | 102 129
Retsil prices (BL8: ;

Roasters, dressed, per posad e o o Cont 1934~ 43 34.3 84.2 46.0 45.1 7.8 4.1 104 188

Eggs, strictly fresh, per dosea , .| Cent 1984-43 84.4 36.9 45.7 52.7 §1.0 56.3 105 160
Nosagricsltural employees compessa-

tion (85-88m WWO) . . . . . . . )Index mo. |1884-43 127.0 124.3 266.8 264.8 278.8 .

12nd of month. Frosen eggs converted ‘to case oqﬂu_hnt.
’Adjusted for seasonal.

o quotation.
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Egs prices are cxpected to decline more than szasona’ly after lpvember,
and to ve at or nezr support levels during ost of tho winter and spring.
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seagonally, ard because of roduced Arny procursment, supplies availahle to
civilions will be greater tﬁan‘last vear, Howcver, the demand-supply gap
for poultry ueat hnas wocn wide, and the decline in price %his rall probably
will not he nroncunced.

A record turliey crop is in prosyp3ct. Prices rcocoeived by farmers for
turkeys during this morketing scason (Sctober through Januerry) ar cxpected

to be somewhat lower thrn last season. 4rmed forco procurcment has heen
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reduced materially from last yoar., War Food Crisr 106 (turkey set-aside
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order) was terminatod September 2U. Supplies of turkey meat available for
civilians this year will be over 4 pounds per capita, compared with 3-1/U4 to

3-1/2 pounds durius the past 2 years and-a pre-war average of 2,5 pounds.

Civilian demand for turkey has not beenAfﬁlly net during the past 2 years.

The surrender of Japan affected the egg price situation more immedintely
than the chicken or turkey price situdtidon. Cancellation by the armed forces

.
N

of a large vart of the outstanding dried egg contracts, togethef with the

o ¢
.

progpect for increased civilian meat supplies, resulted in a decline Pelow

ceiling levels in wholesale price quotations for eggs, cspecially on lower

grades. ‘Reduction in poultry requirerents by the armed forces was followed
by termination or SuSpenSion of the thféo chicken sei-gside orders. Chicken.
prices chowed ioderate declines, and turkey prices remained the seme.

Bgz production for the lastAquartei of 1945 will probably continue
somewhat below that of the cerresponding éﬁarter of 19, Hoﬁever, in the
first few monthns of 1946 it nay run about the same as 1945, Tﬁe nﬁmber of

potentizl layers on farms Scptember 1 was 598 million head, slightly more

than on September 1, 194k,

-~ September 21, 1945,
OUTLOCK

dge Prices to Decline ilear Supports
Within Nexit Tow Moaths '

Prices received by farmers for eggs will increase less than scasonally
through Hovember, and by mid-December probably will be near support lcvels.
Rednced military requirenments for eggs following the surrender of Japan and
increases in the civilian meat supplizs have already adversely affected
demand for eggs. :

Civilian cgg supplies will be larger thig fall and winter then in the
fall and winter of 1943-UY%, and demend will be smaller, During Decenmber 19U3
cgz prices declined signirficantly, and in January 1944 Government price
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support activities were undertaken, Prices recceived by farmers for eggs in
the first quarter of 19Ul averaged 32.2 cents per dozen. In the first quarter |,
of 1945 prices averaged 36.6 cents per dozen.

The armed forces Hove cancelled most of their outstanding dried egg
contracts. This has made availsble more than K0 million pounds of frozen eggs
for civilian use, hithertc set aside for dehydrating. Stocks of frozen eggs
are not large, however. Such stocks on Sepiember 1 werc about 40 percent
below a year earlier, and only 15 percent above the 1937-lU1 average for
September. ‘

There will be larger civilian supplies of meat during the next few
monthks than in the first € months of the year. Use of eggzs to supplement meat
supplies will be materially reduced.

Foultry Prices to Decline ' . ‘
Modcrately This Fall :

Average prices received by farmers for chickens probably will decline
noderately this fall, from the all-time peak reached in mid-August. Such
declines are not expected to be significant, becausc the gap between demand
and supply has been wide. Hilitary procurement will be materially smaller
than in recent months. But the effect of increasing the civilian supply will
be reflected at first in increased consumption, without much decline in prices,.

The reduction in military procurecment of chicken will affect cspecially
prices of commercial broilers, Procurement of broilers by Government agencies
prior to mid-August had veon running about 5 to 7 million pounds weekly, in

addition to purchases of farm chicken meat. For thc past yesx, the armed
forces had been taking 30 to HC percent of the commercial broiler. output.

Prices received by farmers for chickens in nid-August -— 28.6 cents
per pound -~ werc at an all-time high. Siace V-J Day, War Food Orders relat-
ing to the set-aside of poulitry meat for armed forccs hnve been suspended - ‘.
indefinitecly or terminated. Civilian supplies of chicken meat, especially
in the Northeast, have increcased.

~Pressure on ceiling prices of chicken has alnost completely disappeared--
since mid-August. Wholesele prices of poultry ment at most markets in mid-
September were at or somewhat below ceiling levels; depending on grade and
weights, although above-celling sales of live poultry were reported in New York
Cit:}ro

Fairly Strong Demand for 1945 Turkey
Crop in Prospect ’

Prices feceived‘by turkey growers will tend to decline somewhat fronm
present levels during the next few months. Production probably will total
about 650 million pounds this year (dressed weight basis), 20 percent above
the previous record in 1944. Civilian demand probably will continue strong,
even thouzh consumer income is leclining.- Military procurement of turkey will
be below last year, but will still be a siguificant factor.
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Turkev meat consumntion was on an upward trend prior to 19M5. In
1943 and 1cll, eivilian consumption was Teslrained by large Army procurement, -
and per canlta consumption was about 2-1/4 to 3-1/2 pouads, compared with 2eb
- pounds prewar. Demand for turkey meat in 1943 and 19++ exceeded supply by
e wide margin, This year, with larger supplies : dnd =maller ‘Army procurement -
this gap may Vanish.~ Per capita consumption w111 ‘be atove U noundse

In the past 2 vears, the armed forces nurchasod nearly one-fifth of
the totul turkeJ erops <+this year militvary purnha e"‘nrobaoly will be smaller,
both in absolute quantity and in proportion of the crep.  War Food Order 106,
provwdlnp for thlq geu~ahlde of turkeys, was ternlratpd Sentember ol

Commercial Hatcherv Onerationq at Record o
»+ Levels for July and August ST

e

s Y. v : .

Commeréial hatchery operations carrisd on aftér-Junefdsually are to a
large extert for the production of chichen meat, This year, however; bocause
of favorable egg priees; a larger-than-usual numbe: of baby chicks was pro-
duced for revlacement purposes. Output of chicks by commercial hatecheries dur-
ing uuly ani August was at a record level for those months, Avgust production
of 60 million chicks was 130 percent above the perIOV° bugust,” From Jaruary
throvgh August the number of chicks hasched Ty commer01°l hatcheries totzled
1.4 nillion birds, 23 percent above lant year , @nd exceeded only by the 19L3
rocord O“tput of 1.5 million birds, I

&g a Lecu1+ of the larz*p late batch, the number o young chickens on
farms (under 3 months o0ld) on September 1 mn: L€ percent abvove Seyptember 1,
1944, and was exceeded only by the number or farms “September’ 1, 1983, The
totﬁl number: of not ntlal la"er° on farms September -l .wasz. 598 mllllon birds,
81 1"h+10 alegd of last year. 3Based on past v?‘\tioﬁshipﬁ the number of hens
‘and pullets on farms next Januvary 1 wi 1 be ot least as large as on January
1, lyPE ROvaer prospective declines in egp nrices may result in & heovier
than usual culllng for the eza;nder of the year.--EBggz production during the
first guarter of 1946, assuming little chonge in the rate of lay, may not be
much different than in the first querter of 19U5; :

RECENT DE SLOPHENTS -

“E”g Productlon per LaVer Cont1rues ‘ )
at Rcecord Levels

b N ezl e - .
Z& production per averaze layer on farme during August wag 13,0 egge,
“L-pnrc:n+ atove the provious year, and 13 percent above the 10-yemr average
(103L~ ). ‘Farm: egg production during Au st tptaled 329 million dozen,
-2 *o:cent below August 194k, Thc.aVQra ge runber. of l:v:rs on fﬂrm‘, however,
we »w-rﬂrccnt ‘below that of the'previous nuﬂuqt.

A r{v“ﬂkable *cbmevement has been obtﬂlnod thue” far durlnf 10 4% in the
high rate of egg productior wir layer, Fer the first 8 months of IOUS the
averac. laver produced 116 eggs, compared with 113 egss for the 8-month per—
iod in she previous year, For 1645, ege rroduction per aversse laver will
excecd 150 eggs compared with 147 egis per layer in lqtr11 sr.d 123 eggs in 1935,
Accounting for this increase during the Jl”t decede has besn 1mprovenent in
type of bird nartly because of the Notional Poultry Immrovement Pla an, better
feeds, and an increased proportion of egew hatched by commercial hatcheries,
This year, amole feed supplies and favarable veather also have been factors,
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Wholeéaié_gpotatibns for Shell Eees
© Below Ceilings o

The average price received by farmers for eggs in mideAuzust —— 10,8
"cents per dozen and 112 percent of parity -« was T.8 cents above mid-August
1944, and wes the second highest for any August on records. This high level
of returns reflected reducsd production, compared with 1944, large army pro-
curement, a high level of consumer ingcome, and the replacement of eggs for
" limited supplies of meate )

Since mid-August, . demand for eggs has weakened, However, quotations
in wholesale markets on top—grade eggs have not declined and still are at
ceiling levels, which rise seasonally from Auguct to November. The gap be~
tween the demand for and supply of eggs has asrrowed, and in many cases, even
on top qualities, has prectically vanished, ©Sales of lower-grade ezgs, es—
pecially checks and dirties, have been reported below ceilings, This has rce
sulted in sharp dcclines in i‘)roducer‘price_s in many points in the Midwest and ‘
Southwest where straight run eggs are commonly sold, :

Because of the uncertainties as to egg prices in the future, storage
holdings are being withdrawn at a rscord rate, The out-movement of both chell
and frozen eges during August was the highest ever reporteds Shell egg hold-
ings were at the lowest level for Septomber 1 on record, Cold storsge hold-
ings of frozen egss are below the largw holdings of September 1, 194U, but are
above thosc for any September 1 prior to 1gk2.

Table le~ Storage holdings of ezgs and egs products, specified dates
(Shell Egs Bquivalent) '

Yeor H Shell , : Frozen : Dried .
Tt duly 1 3 Aug, 1:Sept,l :duly 1 s Aug. l:Septe. 13 July 1:AugldsSeptgl
¢ 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,060 1,000 1,000 1,000
;‘ CReEs cases . CE3€8 cages C.ees cases cases CABSS cages
Averape 1 7,144 7,316 6,860 k4,127 k4,249 L 058 9
1937-41 3 o ' |
194k : 11,335 9,31 7,653 9,4M6 10,361 9,910 §,518 9,633 10,957
1945 &+ 6,120 5,926 4,791 6,825 6,631 5,772 M4,102 2,713 o,Lff

Set-aside Orders on Chickens Suspended
or Terminated

Changes in wartime conditions resulted in the reduction in'procnrement
‘policy of the armed forces relating to chicken meat, Threce War Food Orders
hac bcen in operation to aid Government agencies in procuring chicken ment,
A1l of these were either suspended or terminated on August 27,

ot
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WFO 119 rethred the set-aside of all commercial-broilers in . important

produelng areas-'in 10 States. The.order was suspended ﬁemporarlly in all
=States. except. North Car¢lina, where it was terminated. 'If hss been in‘effect
since December 1944 when it was originally instituted in the Del-Mar-Va Penin-
sula and the Shenandoah Valley. Later, in January and February, 1945, and
egain in June, it-was expanded to include counties in Georgia, North Carolina,
Miscouri, Oklahoma, and Kansas, In recent months the order was relaxed in the
Del-Mar-Va Peninsula and the. Shenandoah Valley, requiring the sbt-a31do of
only 70 percent’ of the brollers processeds

- WFO 1lup became effective August 13, one day after the surrender of -
Japan,’ and was rescinded in its entirety August 27, This order provided for
the set-aside of 50 percent.of chicken meat processed by "authorlzod Process~—
ors" in 12 midwestern Stut@q' Procurement of dressed chicken under this order
was to fulfill armed forces’ requirements for canned boned dhlcken., Reports
1nd101te that the army procured 5 million pounds of Chlck€n meat under this
- order 1n the two .weeks it was in operation,

- WFO 125 (canned boned chicken and turkey order) prbVIded for the set—
aside 6f all canned boned chicken and turkey for salp to the armed forces,
This erder becams effective March 1 and was suspended temporarily August le
It waz to have been relnstated on Octobpr 1, However, the armed forces have
indicated that there are available sufficient Qtocks 09 canned boned chicken
and dressed chicken to meet requ;renentu.

Termination or suspension of these orders does not necessarily mean the
withdrawl of the military from all procurement cetivities related to poultry,
It is indicated that tke armed forces will continue making some purchaces on
the Open narket. o . ! :

Record Turkey Cron Raised in 19&6

A nrellmlnary renort on the number of turkeys raised in 1945 indicotes
a crop of 44,2 million birds, 22 percent above 194l and exceeding the pre=
vious 1942 record by 33 percent. The number raised is far above the intentione
of farmers-as of February 15. At that time, formers indicated that they would
raise 8§ percent more turkevs in 1945 than in 1944, Operations, however, are
influenced by developments during the hatching seeson, This year many favor-
able factors were responsible for the large increases.over the intentions and
over'last yéar's production, & liveral supply of feed, o strong demand be-
cause -of large Army procurementy profitable operations during the last 3 years,
and good weather accounted to a large extent for the tremendous increase Ol
pared w1th 194l,

Regionally, shifts in production have occurred, In the eorly 1G30's,
the greqtest portion of turkeys raised was in States west of the Mississippi
“Rivery " In recent years turkey production has shown a steecdy unward trend in
antern Stﬁtes, especially Vlrglnla, uonnectlcut M"lne, and Tew Hampshire,

.



AUGUST! SEPTEMBER 1945 | -~ 10 -

Table 2.~Turkeys raised on farms, United States and:fegions, 1929-45

' Worth ¢ ZFast i Vest : : ‘  United
Year :Atlantic ¢ North : North ¢ South : Western States

: : Central : Central _: : L -

(Millions Millions Millions Millions Millions Millions :
1929 : 0.6 8.9 4,6 7.6 4.8 i8.5
1930 3 7 1.0 4.3 7.3 4.1 17.4
1931 ¢ 0.8 1.2 4.4 7.4 4.5 18.2
19%2 & 1.0 1.5. 5.9 9.1 4.9 22.3
1933 @ 1.1 1.9 7.0 8.6 b7 23,2
1934 ¢ 1.2 . 2.0 . 5.8 7.9 4.8 21.7
1935 &+ 1.3 1.8 5.8 7.1 4.8 20.8

193 ¢, 1.5 2.3 8.5 8.8 6.8 - 28.0

1937+ 1.5 2.1 7.3 8.7 6.2 25.8
1938 : 1.6 2.2 8.5 g.1 R 26.9
19%9 : 1.9 2.5 11.4 9.1 8.6 33.6
1940 1.9 2.9 11.8 . 9.0 8.6 3,2
1941 2.1 2.7 11.4 8.1 8.3 33,2
1942 : 2.2 2.9. 10.7 . 8.2 9.0 33.1
1943 2.2 3.0 9.8 8.0 10.0 33.0
98 ¢ 2.6 2.7 10.6 g.2 11.2 6.3
19451/ 34 4.3 12.7 10.2 13.1 Lh.2

1/ Ppeliminary. -

Turkeys are still a minor element in the cash receipts from moultry.
products and from all farm marketings. However, in the past 5 years they have
gained.ground., In the ‘early 1930's, cash receints from turkeys accounted for
7 to & percent of total cash receipts from woultry vroducts, but much less than
1 percent of cash receipts.from all farm products. In the past few years,
turkeys have become of increasing importence as a source of farmers' income. In
194k receipts from turkeys amounted to 198 million dollars, almost 10 percent
of the total receipts from sales of poultry and ~oultry products, and about ’
1 percent of-the total cash receipts from all farm-marketing. '

NEW SERIES. OF FARM-RETAIL FRICE SPREADS FOR CHICKENS AND EGuS
by Carl €. Curtis

Beginning with the next issue, The Poultry and. Egg Situation will carry
new retsil price series for chickens and eggs in place of retail prices as
reported by the Bureau of labor Statistics, The new series represent average

. prices at retail for all clagses and grades of chickens and eggs, and are used
in récently reévised estimates of the famm-retail.price spreads l/ The new re—
tail prices beginning 19173, together with nrice spread vomnarlsons for chickens
and eggs, are shown in- tables 3't0.6 of this report.
1/ The new retail price series were developed in "Price Svreads between Farmers
and Consumers for Food Products;" Burcau of Agricultural Economics, iiiscellameous
Publication Né. 576, scheduled for early release, This report presents revised
estimates of charges for marketing all farm food products calculated from
spreads on retail prices paid by consumers and payments to farmers for equiva-
lent quantities of wnroduce. Fu'l details on procedure are included in the report
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Comparison of New Retail Price Serics forw
Chickens and Zegs with BLS Series

Retall prices of chickené and egéd reported by the Bureau of Labor
Statistics represent average prices of a single grade or a single class of
these products in 55 cities. Egg prices are for strictly fresh eggs of the
highest grade handled in volume in each store where price quotations are ob-
tained. Chicken prices for ‘the past several years have he¢ n for good quality
roasting chlckens., At other periods, the Bureau of Labor Statistlcs' chicken
quotations have had varying V“ec1f1catlons in regard to age, weight, etc.

The new retail price series for' chickens and eggs are based on a con—
version of the Sureau of Labor Statistics series from prices of one class of
chickens and one grade of eggs to orices of all chickens and all eggs. Ad=
Justment factors by which this conversion was effected, in the case of chickens,
were obtained from analysis of nrice relationships between various classes of
shickens in the New York market. For esgs, the adjustment was mades on the
asis of data on grade price differentials obtained from one of the Jargest
chalp store systems.

A further adjustment in the BLS prices for 56 cities was mzde to convert
the series to the basis of over-all cornsumer purchases of chickens and eggs in
the United Stafcs including rural arsas and towns and cities not covered in
the BLY seribs. Factors for effecting this adjustment were based on the natior
consumer—purchase surveys of 1935-%6 and 1942,

Conversion of the Bureau of Labor S,atistics series to wrices more nearly
representative of all sales of chickens and eggs at retail in the United States
resulted in prices comparable to the Bureau of Agricultural Economics series of
average prices received by farmers for these vnroducts. Thus the new retail
price series provide the basis Jor more nearly accurate measurement of farm
retail wrice spreads,

.Price Syread Comparisons for Chickens and Egszs

Revigsed estimmtes of farm-to-retail price spreads on chickens and eggs
from 1913 to date show eggs usually leading all foods in tinc size of the far-
mer's share of the consumer's dollar, the percentage averaging 72 percent dur-
ing 194k, TFor the same year, the farmer's share of the retail value of chicgens
averaged 64 percent. For chickens and egzgs together, during 1944, the farmer

- received 69 percent of the consumer's dollar.

The average farm-to-retail price margin per pound during 194l for chickers
was 15.2 cents., For ezgs, the average margin was 13%.5 cents per dozen.

The relativ-ly large size of the farmer's share of the consumer's egg
dollar can be attributed partially to the comparative simplicity of the egg-
marketing orocess. An egg is a finished product when it is produced at the
farm. Little processing is neecded except packsaging. Direct sales of eggs
from the farm also account in part for the relstively large share of the con-
sumer's ege dollar. Analysis of the farm-rotail price spread as here estimated
take into account the farm-retail sales factor, The farm~to-retail »rice margir
on eggs sold through major commercial channcls is no doubt aporeciably larger
than the average estimated in this study, which was computed for all eegs.
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The relatively large size of the farmer's: share o; the retail value
of chicken, in comparison with most other farm products also reflects a
significah} volume of direct farm sales. This is true to a lesser extent
than in the case of eggs, but is more marked than for hogs and other farm
products that are more difficult to process. Relatively shorter distances
from consuming centers, generally characteristic of chicken production,
result .in lower transportation costs than for meat animals, and increase
the relative size of the farmer's share in the retail value. .

For both chickens and eggs the vrice trends from 1913 to date show
a marked reduction in seasonal price fluctuations beginning in 1930, with
a consequent narrowing in fluctuations:of the farm-retail price spread.
This reduction in seasonal price fluctuations reflects changes in the pattern
of poultry-and-egg vroduction, marketing, and consumption. Increased
winter egg production and the year—around marketing of freshly dressed
chicken have brought a lessened seasonal variation in supplies. Iy the
war period, price comtrols have further reduced vnrice fluctuations. . ‘

’
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Table 3.~ Bggs: Retail price pew dosen, 1913-L5
[} : : : B ) s 5 : B s 3 P vere
Yeur : Jan. ; Feb, : Mar. : Apr. : May 3 June ¢ July : Aug. ¢ Sept. : Oct. : Nov. : Dec, ¢

$ $ H 3 3 3 3 $ 3 3 H H H age

't Cents GCents (Gents (Cents (Cents Centy m Centa Cents (Cents (Cents (Cents Cents

)
1913 ¢ 33.2  27.5 22,5 20.9 22.1 'zg,»'( 240 26.8 . 367 W5 436 29,8
;. 9.8 32.8 27.3 2.2 2.5 %0 243 2.1 W.2 3.0 Uo.3 3.8 30.6
1915+ %.9 3.0 2.6 2.9 229 225 2.9 241 281 354 4.3 24 29,3
1916 : 38.8 3.0 246 23.2 2k 260 26,2 R zu.e 1.0 47,2 U9.5 R'l
1917 52.0 48,2 - 3.4 35,6 368 38,0 37,3 W.0 7.2  S51.5 54U 60.9 5.
1918 :  65.9 61.3 .9 39.7 395 39-5 B, 9.2 53.8 61.2 1.7 79.8 4.0
1919 ;T3 ME1 M6,2 Wl Rl Sl 53.0 56,3 5B.7 63.7 79.2  #9.6 .
1920 @ 82.4  67.5 541  50.9 50.9 S.5 - 53,7 60.0 67.3 79.2 848 92.2  66.2
1921 78.5 45.3  39.0 3.8 29,8 RN. 37,2 W27 W48 55,5 66.8 68.3 7.5
1922 ¢ ¥6.9 45.8 26,3 28,0 29.9 30,4 . 30, n.3 8.8 5.5 6.4 640 L0.5
1923 :  52.3  L2.g8 359 R.1 3.6 32.x 324 - 36,3 2.8 50.7 64,0 6l.2  ko.g
192 ¢ m0.9 W3 3.5  28%.6 26,2 323 W)  39.2° 5.8 55,7 4.4 6.1 3.8
1925 67.8 Eg.s 36.5 350 36,0 39,0 la.b u3u  U56 56,9 65.8 62,1  hgM
1926 : 49,8 o7 359 35.4  35.8 37.7 36,9 39.5 b5.9  Bu.7 63.5 62,1  Uk.§
1927 1 52,5 Ml.5 32,5 30.8 30.7 30,6 3.7 6.5 U2,8 53.6 58.9 57,9 Ml.7
1928 53.4 41,0 34,9  33.1 35.1  36.3  36.9 1 Us5.3 51.0 5644 55,1 43,2
1929 1 u48.0 k6.5 39.8 339 359 38.% 39,7  43.4 u7.5 55.0 59.6 59.6 k5.6
1930 & 51.8 M) 32,7 3.4 30.7 30,6 30,2 33.8 380 M. U53  31.5  37.3
1931 : 32.3 21,1 25.6 242 2.7 224 23.6 265 283 M6 355 W2 27.5
1932 : 25.% 20,5 18,3 16,8 16,9 17.2 17,5 20,8 23,1 30.2 327 344 22,8
1933 28,0 17.1 163 151 16,6 16,3 . 187 13.0 2.8 27.8 30.9 26,6 2.2
1934 1 25,0 2Ll 2.9 2.7 199 a,2 20,8 242 27.2  P.6 k7 NI 25)
1935 :+  33.4 3,1 26,6 258 28.2 28,3 - 27,7 2.8 324 T 3h6 351 331 30.8
1936 1 30.8  29.5 27.6 2&.3 25.2 26,8 27,9 30.9 32,4 37,3 W.3 3B 31,0
1937 1 33.5 28,3 28.0 27, 26.2 26,4 26,5 28,2 31.0 33.2 347 311 29.5
1938 :  28.8 24,2 23,3  23.3 2u,8 - 263  26.7 28.3 32,6 35.7 36.2  35.3 28.8
1939 1 26,7 23.8 23.0 A0 20.9 Aa,1 22,4 :ﬁ 27. 30,9 32,2 28,2 25.1
19 1 25 28.7 zz.a A 2.7 2.7 %3 242 g8, 1.8 .2 32.5 2643
194 28,6 2w.1 240 27,0 27.7 - M.3  33.2 39 384 1.7, b7 .3 33.2
1942 3 ho.k 6.6 32.6 &.1 5.5 ?.2'9 38,9 1 46,9  S51.7  52.0 52.8 k2o
1943 Eg.n 6 .5 8 5.1 5 W#,2  5LE M6 £0.6  60.6 ° 57.6 5Ll
Y11 Y .5 .9 429 39.8 39,6 W,3 M7 W9, Sl.4 '56.3 59,5 60.6 18,3
1945 1 M6 2 W51 Wk M5 58 W3 533 S7,2 4.0 b2 é2o 2
1A% w3 d4q ¥34 S—

Table 4.~ Farwer's share of the consumer's 4ollar spent for eggs, 1913-45

3 3 [ [ [ ) ] 3 [ : } aver-
Year : Jan. : Feb. i Mar. s Apr. ¢ May i Juoe 3 July 3 Aug. ! Sept. : Oct. i Nov. i Dec, s

H 3 $ 3 1 3 3 3 ] 3 3 3 2

it Cents Cents Cents Cents Cents Cents’ QOents GConts Conts Cents Cents Cents Cents

;. T ——
1913 77 79 82 78 75 3 70 68 10 73 71 78 ™
91 77 80 8l 80 I T ™ T 77 12 72 75 76
1915 : & 8l 79 18 78 T n T 75 n 13 75 76
1916 77 80 76 78 79 5 8 73 13 76 76 80 7
1917 7% 76 83 83 g% 8 50 77 78 77 78 18 79
1918 : 76 17 76 79 80 n 76 ™ 75 75 T4 17 76
1919 s 171 T4 76 7 78 72 L Th 76 75 17 20 76
1920 76 ™ 7 1 % 12 12 73 L n 16 15 T
192 : N 70 n 69 61 66 67 70 n 13 77 11 12
1922 : 70 n n T 72 (] 68 12 70 73 76 n
1923 ¢ 7% 72 13 7 n 67 68 67 72 70 73 m 72
1924 1+ 72 173 67 65 70 67 72 n 3 7 n
1925 : T 72 61 n n 69 69 g 10 68 13 g0 12
1926 1 75 73 69 12 13 70 12 n 69 13 19. 12
1927 : T 72 68 66 €0 67 66 71 68 13 17 70
s i h BB P PP R ORBE R OE BB
1923 3 TN 71
190 1 76 L] 67 10 67 63 ) 63 65 12 7 ]
19 3 N 68 63 65 64 67 70 68 7 1§ &
1932 1+ 70 6l 58 62 63 23 n 3 7 7 82 gl 72
1933 : 19 66 o 70 13 712 12 ki 77 80 83 15
193 1 72 68 68 61 64 70 73 83 80 85 89 1%
1935 : 71 7 72 80 78 76 8 179 sk 83 8 . 8 81
193 3 76 83 65 n Th 73 T 75 18 76 83 82 76
1937 + T 73 73 76 70 =) 15 ™ 76 78 83 86 76
1938 s 77 70 72 70 73 72 76 79 78 €3 8l 76
1939 : 73 12 T2 76 75 73 15 Fed I 76 83 15 76.
19 1 15 12 62 13 3] 16 o { gL 84 7
19 Tt N 72 70 5 15 7 50 79 79 82 83 78
1942 1 & 77 1 1 n 16 78 5 16 7h 19 17 11
943 75 n 77 7 78 78 19 I 78 17 ‘80 -80 78
wh B oF R OB E2 R 3R BB ET
19 7 75 . ) 7
/ : 77 g S 76 ! 77
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Table 5.- Chickens: :Retw#il’ 6¥ice her pound, 191 3-1945

Year : Jan; : Ted, ::Mer. ¢t Apr. : May: Lt Juné :July ¢ Aug. ¢ Sept, : Oct. : Nov. : Dec. : Average

. . PN . . . . 3 .
: H s (1 3 : H :

: Cents Cents Cents Cents - Cents -.Gents 'Cm't's '~Cents> Cente Cents Cents Cents Cents

—_— S e e e ———

: N .
191 1 19.9 20.4 2.1 2.8 2Aa.9 2.6 24,1 23,9 239 23,6 22,8 231 22,4
19 t 22,0 2.8 22,1 22.8 22,k - 21,7 - 2Wh 24,5 24,2 23.8 22,8 22.0 22.8
1915 @ 19.9 20.6 20, 2.0 @.1 2.6 22,8 22,8 231 22,8 22,5 22,5 21.7
1616 T 2,3 2.8 22,6 23,4 23,8 23.9 .. ?6.6 26,4 26.8 26,9 26,5 26.5 24,7
1917+ 5.0 26,3 27.2 28.7 .28:9 2B,5 %.o . 30,9 33.6 345 32,5 33,7 3.1
1918 t 32,5 35.8 3(6).3 36.8 7.5 LY 0 qheg 43y 1&.2 3.5 k2.6 39.5
1919 t 39.5 39.1 .6 A b0 k20 46,6 ue.h 4.9 .6 W34 N33 43.1
1920 : g5 b 45,1 47.2 W66 5.4 49,4 4.0 50,6 LU8.6 k47,5 uks U6, 7
1921 ¢ ¥,2 W2 2.6 4,5 k.8 381 3.0 43 k2,3 W.3 39.7 39.7 4.5
1922 ¢ 364 36.L 37.3  37.3 3.2 . 3b.h 9.5 387 8,7 %6 37.5 3.2 37.6
1923 @ 3W,3 35.2 35.3  35.7 3.7 3541 32.6 38,3 318.8 386 37.3 36.8 36.6
1924 ;33,8 347 355 359 3.5 36.0 39.3 8.9 39.5 39.4% 38,8 38,6 37.2
1925, 1 34,8 35.1 35.8 36,6 %] - 36.0 38.3  37.6 38,1 32.0 37.3 37.9 36.8
1926 ¢ 37.0 37.b 37,7 38.9 335 - 39.0 a,8 4.4 0.5  bo.3  39.8 bo.0 39.4
192y : 3.0 35.0 35.1  35.4 3/ 335 37.1 37.1 37.1 3.5 31.3  31.1 36.0
1928 :+ 35.1  35.5 5.4 35.8 36.1 35.6 ., 40.8 .o 42.1 2,0 k.0 n.s 38,€
1929 bo,3 .1 h,9 43,7 a1 4.9 46,6 6.2 45,9 8 43,5 N30 43,7
1930 8.5 3.9 38.8 32,9 B2 6,7 .6 40,1 %0.3 4.0 38.7 8.2 39.0
1911 ¢ 35.6 345 3.7 35.1 3.0 335 - 3.3 364 36,3 39 w3 33N 34.9
1932 t 28.8 27.8 28,3 27,4 26,7  25.0 27.0 26.4 27,0 26,2° 252 242 26.7
1933 22.6 22.4 22,k 22,9 22,7 22.6 25,1 24,9 24,5 244 23,5 236 23,5
1934 24,5 25.8 26,3 21.2 28,3 21.2 3.2 .6 32,8 32,0 30.8 30.9 29.0
1935 2.8 28,7 288 23k 3.9 257  28.6 297 W8 32 3RLE 3.7 29.9
1936 :+ 32,0 33.0 32.8 3.9 34,7 3043 28.8 .1 29.9 30,2 30.0 27.8 .1
1937 t 29.% 30,5 29,3 30.5  21.7  30.7 29.2 3.0 329 3h9 W3 338 3.3
1938 : R.8 0.7 30.9 3.2 1.3 29,6 28.8  28.0 29.1 2.6 29,7 29,9 10.1
1939 : 28.5 27.6 29,0 27,9 28.9 2.3 27.0 26,0 27.7 27.7. 21.9 5.7 21.6
1950 ¢+ 25.9 26,2 26,7 21.5 . 2.8 29.8 28,5 28,0 28,2 28,8 28,9 26,5 = 28.1
1941 : 29.4 29,9 29,8 30,5 n.2 30.2 28.8 29,1 30.0 n.2 1n.3 30.5 30.2
1942 : 32,2 33,0 33.1 3.8 - 33.3 351 34,3 37.1 38.6 4,9 L1 na 36.1
1943 s 2.8 k2.9 ¥2.6 -ln.g 39.6 38,3 39.2 bo,5 y2.4  u3.h u2,6 n.s
194k ¥3.1 426 b2 %3 436 W 395 Lo,z m,3 o 15,2  L3.E uz, b
194 s 43,7 43.5 43,6 435 ML2 430 .2 9 425 452 473 455 439
1946 44,5 $¥37 42.9

Tadle 6.~ Farmer's ghare of the oonsumer's dollar spent .for chickens, 1913-45
s H H . 2 H 2 ) Ty i H B | H H H H
Year :Jan. t Feb, : Mar., : Apr. : Xay : Jume ': July : Aug. : Seot. : Oct. t Nov, : Dec. : hverage

3 b H H H H H H H H : ) : H

T cents Cents (ents Cents Cents  Cents -~ Cents Cents Cents Cents Cents Cente Cente

H . :
19 : 62 61 62 61 62 63 61 61 60 63 57 55 60
191 : 62 62 64 65 64 69, 62 61 60 57 55 55 61
1915 ¢ 62 62 64 64 64. 67 61 61 59 59 58 56 €1
1916 62 63 63 68 65 67 60 61 60 61 60 58 62
1917 + 6% 65 55 69 &9 6l 61 62 6 5 59 64 .
1918 s 64 63 64 63 65 63 62 61 8 57 62
1919 t 64 63 66 69 7 71 65 64 62 59 5% 58 64
1920 64 66 68 68 68 69 65 61 60 57 55 53 63
1926+ 59 60 a1 59 61 o 57 56 54 53 53 52 57
1922 ¢ 59 59 59 61 62 b4 59 56 55 53 52 52 57
1923 : 57 61 62 6k 66 61 59 58 56 54 51 59
1924 59 60 61 61 63 65 58 o8 57 56 54 53 59
1925 60 62 63 66 £8 68 6 63 61 60 58 59 63
1926 64 65 €6 61 68 70 6 62 60 59 57 56 63
1927 : 65 69 69 70 170 68 61 60 59 60 59 59 6l
1928 :  6b 6l 64 66 68 69 61 50 60 58 58 62 -
1929 [ § 61 62 62 63 65 58 Eg 56 54 53 50 58
1930 58 60 60 62 60 59 L) - Eg 50 ky 73 54
193 t 50 50 53 54 53 55 Ly 51 iy Lg 34 50
1932 52 51 2 52 52 52 k9 50 kg 47 16 L3 49
1933 47 k6 4g 52 50 Ly L5 by 43 43 L2 u6
1934 us5 u6 b6 ks 47 L3 s 4y %2 43 43 113
1935 £2 53 56 f 58 3 54 55 58, 56 0. gg,
1936 + 58 58 58 58 54 61 6u 55 51 55 50 51 ;
1937 52 50 56 57 61 55 60 50 60 57 56 55 57
1938 ¢ 58 59 59 57 58 60 59 58 56 5k 52 52 57
1939 : 56 58 56 59 55 5 58 57 56 52 51 52 55
9% 53 53 54 53 52 Sk o4 55 52 52 52 53
19l 53 53 55 58 59 61 €6 6k 62 58 56 59 59
1942 : 60 62 64 63 60 62 60 60 54 53 51 59
1943 : 60 9 62 65 67 72 75 74 n 66 64 65 67
19kb : 63 63 6l 64 6k 65 170 68 [3 6 60 63 64
1945 63 64 65 67 68 73 73 76 7% &) 5% 59 67
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