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Prices received by farmers in 19'6 for poultry products are expected to decline 
from the near-record levels achieved in 19'5, because of increased meat suppl ies. smaller 
non-civil ian takings of poultry products, and reduced consumer ·purchasing power. Price 
declines probably will be material for eggs but moderate for chickens. and turkeys. 

Under the Steagall amendmenttothe Price Stabilization Act, eggs, chickens (except 
broilers}t and turkeys must be supported at not less than 90 percent of parity during 
19~6 and 19~7. 
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The Poultr,y and ~ Situation at a GlaDDe 

Item Unit Month 

: 1-----------------------------------------
Farm production •••••••••••• M1ll.1nn dOllen Sept. 208.5 294.7 285.2· I Second highe.t on record. 

Average nu.'IIber of lqerl 
on farms •••••••••••••••• : 

Rat. of lq per hen ••••••• : 
I 

Apparent civUian !>Or I 
capita cODsum,tion •••••• : 

rUllion 

Nuber 

Farm price •••••••••••••••• IC6nts per dozen 

Farm price 8.S percentage 
of parity ••••••••••••••• : Percent 

I 

• 
It 

• 

• 
Retail price (B. A.";.) ••••• ICents per dOdn Av,g. 

Egg-feed ratio •••••••••••• 1 Pounds feed 

Stock.: !I 
Shell 1,000 ca ... • 

Frozen ........••...••••• : 1,000 Ca ... • 

Dried .................... : 1-11111011. pound. It 

Chick, hatched ..... e-a ......... : lUll ion " : 
PotenUal layerl on farm. !l Million II 

Hens 1 year old or older : Mlll1nn " 
I 

Pullet, ••••••••••••••••• : M1llion 

Farm price of lOVing _th •• :Dollar' per ovt. 
1 __ ----__ . 

Poultz,' 

Farm price, chicken ••••••• :Cent. per pound Sept. 

Farm price a8 pe reentage 

I 
I 

of par1t7 ••••••••••••••• : 
I 

PereGnt a 

5,915 

286.1 

2.66 

16.4 

106 

Retail pric~, chicken (!A»)ICent •. ~r ~ound A~. 3l.2 
I 

Farm price, turkeys ••••••• ICents per ~ound Sept. 1/19.6 
I 

Farm price a8 percentage 
of parity ••••••••••••••• 1 

I 

Stocke 11 I 
I 

'ereGnt 

Poultr.r. excludi~ turke7:Hlllion ~ounda 

Turkey •••••••••••••••••• aMl11ion pounds 

Chicken-feed ratio •••••••• 1 Pound. feed 
I 

Turkey-feed ratio ••••••••• : Pound. feed 

Receipts of poultr,y at 
Central We8tern Pri.ar,r 
Markets, per plant •••••• : 1'houlNld pounds 

• 97 

" 
" 
" 8.4 

• &.7 

• 

27 

35.5 

88 

572.7 

227.1$ 

344.9 

3.62 

122 

40.2 

31.1 

127 

8.1 

10.7 

I 
I Increale trom Augult equal to lalt 

322.1 year, but nbove averace. 

10.6 ,. record tor the Myenth COnMC,.. 
the IDOnth. 

29 Continue. at a high leYel. 

39.6 Contralea.onal decliD8 from 
Augult of 1.2 cent •. 

Lowelt ever reported. Co_rc1al 
.tock. only 2.8 m1l1ion aa .... 

Withdrawals are averag1Dg below 
norraal. 

47.0 I A recordl 

; :Based on pa.t relationships, hens' 532.9 !} 
213.1, I and pullet. on farm. Januar,y 1. 1946 

I vill be slight17 larger than on 
369.5 : JNluar,y 1, 1945. 

I 
3.621 

27.5 Declined 1.1 cents per p0UD4 trom 
Auguat; all-tilllll peak. 

134 

:1 Large portion Gonl'lUl8nt-0WD8d. 
Jcommercial stocks about anrage. 

I 

IJ -I ContinUi8s favorable to pJ'OCllJC8ra 
I of chicken and turkq. 

~------------~~----~I~---_----------------------------------~--------------------------1:.1 llnd of month. y Average 11 for 1939-43. 
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SUMMARY 

','. 
Over-all demand for 'poultry pr.oducts in 1946 will decline from ,the 

high levels reach~d in 1945. This ,will be due to increased supplies of 

,m~!'\.t for civilians, smener non-civilian takings of po~it'ry' produ'ct's', and 

reductions in consumer· income.. l'.rices received by farmers for eggs will 
t ... , 'I' 

.de~line me,terial'iy "arid may be near supp~rt levels du'~ing most of, the year: 

tI:~, .extent of the declIne will' .depend in large part on export demand'. Prices 
. ( 

, ,received for chi ckens and turkeys., on the other hand, probably ;",ill he only 
, . , 

~ _." moderately' below the all-time peaks reached in 1945. as - the supply of poul try 

, ' 

meat will be somewhat le'ss plentiful than eggs, in relation to demand. 

There will be at leas_t as me.ny hens and pullets 'on farms January 1, 

1946 as a year earlier, on the basis of past relationships between the 

number of potential layers'on hand in the early f~ll and the number on 

January 1 following. Fhrm egg prpduction during the first half of 1946 

-
~s likely to be D.ppr~ximr.tely the s-ame"ns in·the corresponding period of 

1945~. bu~' egg- production in the second hnlf of the year probnbly will be 

'smaller than 'a~year earlier" reflecting heavier oyl.ling of layers and a 

'" 
reduction in the number of chickens raised. 
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Vfi th lower egg prices in }jrqsp.ect next winter nnd spring, 10 to 20 
.~ .. ....... -. ~ .~ ... , -.~, .. , . 

percent "fev.rer chickens wiil·b~·rat:sed.·.in 1946tlian in 1945 •. However, a 
•.•• - " ........... ... - .... - ....... ''',:'"'< "', , ..,..". 

substantf"':l -reduction in the number of layers ~md potenti"l.l le.yers from 

farm flocks could-resu'.tt ih-·t6'taT-ye:rmcfifckgn·~:ii1eat·6iitp~t not much different 

from that in. 1945. Commercial "b·roile·j:. production probably will decline in 

1946, largely asa result of reduced military requirements'. On the other 

hAnd, turkey prices !'::.~~}<:~f.Y .. ~P.P9P.:tJ.P.~~",b),.gh,and the number of turkeys . .. ., . , 

raised in 1946 may be·'neD.rly··th~·~~.~~· as the record number raised in 1945. 
~, ....... ~ .... ~ ~:· ..... '~ ... -l·· . ", 

Incref1.sed consumption of poultry meat over prewar levels is in pros- • 

pect, so long as consumer income remRins substantiRlly f1.bove prewar. Other 

fnctors le?,ding to gf\i:ns in pou1t.::-y-meat consumption include imprQvement 

in packaging M,d other. marketing metho~s, and nore efficient techniques in 

broiler proquction. The long-time trend in. broiler outP1,lt is l1ke1y to , 

conti,nue '1pward.,elthough at a decreasing rHte. 

Sin~e. the end of the war in mid-August, egg' prices hA.ve fluotuated 

widely. Prices .. receiyed by farmers showed a contr.f1.sef',sonal decline of 1.2 

cents per dozen from mid-:-August to mid-September. S~ncemfd-September; 
': ' . I . 

however, under the impetus of a well-mnintnined civilian consumption, 

markets hnve strengthened and., .except for the lower gra-des, eggs arEr ,at, 

ceiling levels. Prices.of chickens, especially light weight f1,nd lower-

quality birds, have declined and are moderately below_ceilings • 

October 22, 1945 

·Outlook· for 19,46' ., 

, .:. 

Prices received by farmers for eggs will decline more than s81'l.sonally 
during the first part Qf 1946, ,and mR'Y- be, .Rt· 'G>'!'" ue~j"'support levels du'ring 
most of the year'.' Egg production is likely to be slightly smaller than in 
1945. But if nonci vilian takings.:a:r9' l"Eu-Jhl.e.~· by half. there will-b·,,' nenrly , 
as many eggs availnble to civilians, per capita, ns in 1945 when consumption 
has been at an all-time record rf',te. The ci vilinn demand for eggs per'capi ta 
will be mRterially less in 1946 than in 1945. vii th reduced incomes, consumer 
expendi tures for food may be 5 to 10 percent smaller. Moreover, supplies. of 

• 
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THE EGG SITUATION 

"~I NUMBER I CENTS 
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red meat will be ab()ut in bl\lance vri th demand next year. 
reduced civilian requirements for eggs. During the past 
been used fairly extensively to supplement other protein 
principally meat. 

This will result in 
2 yenrs, eggs have 
foods in short supply. 

The reduction in mili tnry procurement of eggs in 1946 will not result 
in an equiv~lent roduction in over-all demand, since demobilized military 
personnel will add to civilian requirements. Military procurement per capi te.,' 
however, has been more than a third greater thr'.n civilian consumption per 
capi ta., 

The major change in nonci vilian demnnd prob!',bly will occur in exports. 
Exports of eggs, mostly in the form o~ dried eggs, have averaged about 550 
million dozen annunlly (more than 10 percent of the total supply) in the 
pnst 4 years. Almost ell of these exports have gone out under lend-lense. 
Sane increasas in egg production nre now taking place in Europe, but it 
will be at 1e!".st a year before Europenn production will be resto!"ed to normal 
levelso, A substantial need fa!" imports of eggs into Europe will exist in .... 
1946.~ Howevor, the volune of imports from the United States will depend on ... 
the arrange~nt of satisfactory financing ~nd on the relative importance to 
Europeans of the various con~odities to be imported. The United States supply 
of and demand for eggs at support prices probe,bly would be about in balance 
in 1946 if 400 million to 600 million dozen eggs v,ere exported., 

Table 1 .... Eggs: Supply and disposition in the United States, 
1935-39 aver~ge, 1940-45 

(Shell e~~ esuivalent) 
: :Stocks~ 

= Eggs ~ s Civilian 
s Total . at : 1 Corn- s used :Stocks:Lend-tMUi-:consumption . 

Period : egg :begin-~Imports ~mercir,l ~ for t at ,lease'tnry : : 
and :produc-ming : sexports shatch- fend of: ship-t pro- ,Total: Per 
year : tion of ,~ ...... ing t year 'ments~cure-t ~capita 

y : : year y y t fment ~ 

~ y f 

• MiL. Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. :Mil. 'Mil. No. of · : doz. doz. doz. doz. doz. do z. doz. doz. doz. e~~s 

· :.; .:~. ~ · •• ! 

3:34 1925-29 aVe : ~4 69 48 23 144 72 3,313 
1930-34 I'\.v •. : 3-re&t' 33 'It' 84 1:9 2 136 86 3.248 311 
1935-39 ~v. 3,335 78 18 2 126 78 3,225 298 

r 
1940 : 3,629 74 7 5 125 77 3,503 316 
1941 ~ 3,828 77 15 12 147 124 141 62 3,434 311 
19·12 : 4,430 124 3 13 168 310 416 218 3,432 311 
1943 : 4,972 310 1 17 203 308 637 388 3,732 345 
1944 :- 5,305 308 1 19 176 460 674 497 3,784 351 

About About 
1945 if t 5,050 460 200 Less Less Same 390 

: 
,,9s>mp1ete dl'\.tFt for 1945 Mnnot be published. All data for 1942-45 f,.re preliminAry • 

.. 11 Includes nonfarm produc,tion estimated p,t 10 percent of farm production. 
~ Since 1941, includes estimated USDA stocks of dried, fro~en. and. shell eggs. 
~ Estimated from the'total number of chickens raised in the united States and 

_____ the averRge number of eggs required per bird raised. 
II Preliminar.y indications, October 15, 1945. 

... 
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In 1947, egg consumption, with prices at 90 percent of parity and 
assuming a fairly high level of ITati6nal income and sufficient meat sup­
plies, probAbly will be significantly below the 1945 level ,ot: 390 eggs per 
CRptt[;l, but matqrially p,bove the prewar average of about 300 eggs per 
cRpi ta. Production, wo'uld hav-e to be re'duced to about 360 eggs per cnpi tR 
in 194'7, if stlpply and ci vilia!1 de,mand at supPGrt prices are ,to' reJ:ich "a' 
'l"CPsonable bRhmce' in that' Ye~r. ' 

Price Supports for Eggs, , '. , 

~nder the Stea~all Amendment 

Since' prices received 'by farmers for eggs probably will be close to 
supno.rt levels next spring, price-supporti!.lg commi tr.l8nts undeI," :~he :Steagall 
Amendment will become increasingly important. Unde~ sections 8 anq 9 of the 
Stabilization :Act approved Odtober 2; 1942 J prices of so-call~d :Steaga11 

"". commodities ar:e to be supported at ridt less, thm 90 'percent ot: pari.ty ( :or in 
'., the case of fe.ed crops, .85 pO'rcent) until ,2 years [,f'ter the Jap,ll:Rry: 1 following 

the date upon which Con~ress or the President sh81~ proclaim hostil~ti~s. to 
hf've ,ended. A'!nong the S~eagRl+ commooities ~'-re egg's'", chickens: (exciluding 
broilers), and. turkeys. 

Parity prices for eggs nre computed n's follows: The averA.ge price 
received by farmers during t?O br,s.e perio,d. (Aug,. 19D9....,July 1914), '21'~'5' cents 

,per dozen, is multiplied'by the current mon~h1y ind~x number of prices'pAid 
by .. fftrmer-s including interest nnd tD.xes·, (1910-11, = 100); nnd di viaed by 100. 
For 1945-'16, the monthly indox numbers used in mnking- adjustments for seasonR.l 
vnrip,tion (',re those published in tho July issue of Agricultural Prices, Rnd 
nre FlS follows: 

June July !'l.ug .. ; Sept.: Oct.: Nov.: Dec. ~ Jan.~ Feb.: Mnr.t .Apr.~ May t 

--------------------~------~-----------
, 98 108 116 125 120 102 93 85 85 87 

The D~e~ent Rnnu~l parity price f~r eggs is 37.2 cents (21.5 x 173 = 37.2). 
The pRri ty' price in mid-September, with seasonnl 8.djustment, was 40.41QQnts 
per dozen~ This pari ty price npplies to th0 IWf;Jrage cof Hll ,grftde's and weights 
of eggs sold hy farmers in the Un1 ted StRtes. It ,sho~ld 'be noted, however, 
that differenti ::1.1s exist for the various gr.ndes fmd we'ights' of eggs I1.nd for 
mArkets. Prices in the surplus-producing ~rcas, of ·course, Hre lower thr.n 
'the nati.on"l p.verage. (See Table 2.) , 

Egg Production in 1946 to be 
Nenrly ~ Large ~. in 1945 

, , 

Assuming little change in the rate of lay, egg producti9n during the 
first hFllf:of 1946 would be about the'same ns in the first half of 1945. But 
wi th V[er,kening in demand nnd sh'1.rp'"deciines in pr-ices during the· f'irst half 
of the yeftr, he~vier-thfln-usual culling of f~ocks proba~ly vnll occur. Fo~ 
the second hrllf of 1946, egg production, 'p'ro~r1bly will be be1:ow the same 
pe~iod in 191;5. 

" , 

PreliminAry estimates of the numbtH'" of chi ckens rflised in .19.45. indicFlt~ 
fln output of 82~ million birds, 10 percent'above 1941, The number of potentifll 
lflyers on Tarms October 1, 1915 was 583 million, slightly above the previous 
October 1. Bf'.sed on pnst relA,tionships, the number of potentiAl If'yers on fArms 
at the beginning of 1946 Vlould be n.bout the SAllle as or slightly larger than on 
Jnnuflry 1, 1945. 
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Table 2. - EggS: Averp,ge prices rec~ived 1:>:,r farmer?,. pnrity price, 
~nd 'fi=-.rm priM' ~s 'percentage 9f par~ ty price, 1930-45 

'\.., . , . . . 

( t 
Farm : : Farm 

Farm 
priee 

: . 
:Pari·ty 
t ~ti.ce 

• f - .' 

Farm 
.pr~c~ , Yenr t 

· · 
· · 1930 : 

1931 : 
1932 : 
1933 : 
1934 : 
1935 ~ 

1936 : 
1937 'S 

1938 : 

: 

:price us ss' , 
:percentqge:: Yenr t 
~ .. of' ''': : t 

t 

Cents Cents P~rcent :: 

25.1 
18.6 
16.0 
15.3 
18.4" 
24.1 
23;..0 

"21"7 
21.3 

34.4 
30.3 
213.1 

"25.8 
e7.7 
?8.0 
~7.3 
'28.6 
27.1 

73 
61 
60 
59 
6'6 
86 
84 
76 
79 

: : 
" 1939 s 
:: 1940 = 
:: 19~n 
:: 1942 

' .. 
~ . 1943 t' 

:: 1944'· 
:: 194~ .. . . 
: : : 

Cents 

1:8.4, 
19.1 
25.0 

" :31, ~1: 
38.7 
33.4 
38.0 

: P~r~ty :price as 
: price t percent;ag.e 
: of 

·26.7 
~6.~ 
~8.4 
32.2 
34.8 
~6.5 

37.0 

, parity 

69 . ~. 

71 
88 
98 

111 
92 

103. 

" --------------------------------------~------~~----------~--~~~----~----- ' !/ Pre1imina~y indications • • 
~ Chicken-Meat Production Likely 

to be Littlechanr;ed from'~ 
Prices to ·Decline. ': 

. DemA.nd for chicken -meat i"s expe'cted to r~m8in fai r1y strol1g in the firs~ 
pnr:t"of 1946, in sp: te of some' improvement in the pver-all meat suPPJ;y a!).d 
substanti~l ,l:e.du~tion in pr.o..curement of chicken by the armen force.s. 1ilith 
consumer incomes remaini~g ~t ~ fairly hir,h level, though declining, civilian 
dem":~~d . fO.r po~~ try Meat t.s_,;J.Qt. exp~c:te.d. .. to, ,decline grBatly. Prices received . 
by fnr~ers will decline f~qm,the nll-time.perks reached in 1945, but such de­
clines probA.bly will· not b~:i· subst:1.nt~ft-l before the latte):' .. hnlf of 1946, when ,:. 
sharp declines may' occ\i"r' •... 

- .... ~- .. --... ~ ... ~. ~ 
The number of chickens rf'.ised in Rny year is deterrlined to a large .,.. 

~xtent by the 'prio'e 5i tu~.tion for eGgs and for feed, ~5 reflected in the egg-
feed price relRtionshlp, especially durirg the late winter nt;\d eA.r1y spring. 
Because of a weakening' in demfl.nd, prices received by fnrmers for eggs dUring 
the 19~-6 hPctching season will be bc1E)v! those of a year eo.rHer. {Ff?ed prices 
probf\biy- will not be p'e"l.tly ch1'.ngod. The egg-feed price rntiC'l. will be 
distinctly less favornble to egg producers thRn in 1945. Henc~ the number of 
chickens raised during 1946 mr.y b-a 10 to 20 percent smaller th~,n in 1945. 

For 1945, it is tentptively indicnted that nbout 2,500 million pounds of 
chic:k;en meat (drossed-weight bRsis) from farm flocks ~rill be flvnilp,ble. This 
would compnre with 2,589 million pounds in 1944 and the 1935-39 RverR[.e of 
1,952 'million pounds~ The qUf'.nti ty of chicken meat nvnilable from chickens 
rflised on.farms in 1946 will be sub5tantinlly 1ess thpn in 1945. Hovrever, 
during the lRtter prrt of 1946, hef\vy liquidntion of layers nnd potential 
l~yers 'from flocks probl'bly will oco'Ur. This mfly nenrly offs~t the decrease 
in the quantity of chicken Moat flvair',ble from tho' chickens raised. 
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CO:nJ1!.ercial. broiler 9roduction in 1946 probably 'Will decline from the 
unprecedented levels reached thts year. Tento:<tive indic;:,tions are that output 
in 1945,wi11 reach .825 million pounds (dressed weight):; about one-third' above 
1944, A large p<;>rtion, 25,to 35 percent, of this year" s commercial broiler 
pr9duction was used'by the,armed forces. 

Total output Df chicken meat .. in 1946 is expected to be moderately 
below 1945. Civilic:~ consu.":lptiol1 Qf 'chickol1 pOI' 'c:\pitn. in 1946 would bo 
SO;'181.lhat, sr:m.11,)r th~u1 i:1 1945, when close to 25 po.Q;1ds Nill be taken. but 
:lOt ,6.~C!l._t,~Y ,~,i.f:t'.~r.~:nt :(X:,?::1.!~!.C? S:oJ~~_~p~i~!'l., ,of. 23_,6, PQ1.l.l.').ds ,p.cr., capi.ta.-in 1944. 
Tho 1935,-39 I1.vcr'16c \'1,'1.8 '17.9 pounds per :capita. 

, ' , . . ~ ~ 

Demand for chicken neat ,af.ter 1946 is expected to ;be, c:o~sidera!?~y_" .. ,. , 
st'l:"O'nger" t'h?:rf:in I93 5-J9, 'as c.ons'umer 'in'-c'orne 'Drobab'ly will be substantially 
higher than pr'ewar. Be~ides the effect or- 'l'iifher . incomes;, changes in the 
marketing of chicken meat P1ay bring about higher 1)e I' capita conswnption. Per 
capita consumptio~ of chicken probably will remain well a~'o've' 'the 'pr'ewa'r level 
of about 18 poUJ.'1, ds. . .. , .. ~. , .. , . , . 

....... " .. " ..... ~~. 

Inc'!:'eased demand for poultry meat would bring about: an' i'ncre'a's'e' in 
production of poultry, mainly in commercial broilers. If: productio~ of eggs 
declines 10 to'20 Dercent from w~rtime levels by 1947, oU~P~~~?F:!~r~:~~icken 
meat also will- decline. This would make necessary futher, i:1creases in com­
mercial broiler production to pr.ovide the rest of the chicken' meat' demanded. 

• •• • ~ • • • .. I • ~ ... • . ' 

There were 3 developments 'in r.1arketing of chicken meat' ~Nhich we'r'e 
retarded by th'e war. These were 'increased sales of chic~n mea:t' 'in 'retail 
channels in cut,,,-up' form, in evisc'erated r-c5rm~ and a-s' canned "boned chi'ckeri~" 

,. 'Many objections' which consumers nave had to purchasin€" dressed chicken (New 
York style) ,are overcarre by marketing the ,poultry meat in cut~up or eviscerated 
fd~m. Improvements in the distribution of frozen foods a:1d further expansion 
in the use 0:;: freezE?rs by retail stores will undoubtedly give impetus to 
increased sales of eviscerated and cut~up poultry. Canned boned chicken, 
although set aside largely for army use during the, rest 2 years, will probably 
show further increases in consumption by ci VilianS~g --

, ' Ihl,'-VJ 7'V',; . 
Table 3.- ~uantities of canned and eviscerateM~' inspected by 

the United States Department of Agricultur , 1939-45 

Fiscal year ending 
June 30 

1939 
:),940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 

· " .......... " ..... " .. · . " . " .. " " " " ... " . , . " .. · . " " " '~ " ...... " ..... : · " .. " . " .. " " . " " .. " .. : ..... " ,. ...... " . " " " . " " : 
· · ... " " " . " . " " .. " . " " . " · · .. " , .............. . 

11 Not available. 

Certified 
for canning 

1fUllon pounds 

36.4· 
49.4 
50.3 
73.8 
89.4 • 
94.7 

163.0 

Other than 
canning 

Million pounas', 

10.6 ' 
23.0, 
27.8 
41.3 
79.4' 
83.9 
11 
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Commercial broilers have accounted for an increasing proportion of 
total chicken meat output in recent'years. In the early 1930'~ less than 
5 percent of the chick~n meat produce~ came from commercial broilers •. During 
the past decade, the percentage increase.d sharply. In 1945, commercial 
broilers will provide about 23 percent of the total chicken meat produced. 

Table 4.- Production of commercial broilers, tota~ chicken (farm and 
nonfarm) and production of co~wercial broilers as a percentage 

of total, 1934-45' 

Total chicken yCommercial broilers 
Year Commercial (farm and as a percentage 

broilers 1/ nonfarm) of total 

Million 120unds Million I20unds Percent 
· · 1934 · 85 2,392 3.6 · .............. 

1935 · 108 2,297 4.7 · .............. 
1936 · 134 2,392 5.6 · .............. 
1937 · 172 2,272 7.6 · .............. 
1938 · 211 2,214 9.5 · .............. 
1939 · 261 2,449 10.7 · .. ............. 
1940 · 337 2,422 13.9 · .............. 
1941 · 445 2,642 16.8 · .............. 
1942 · 534 2,988 17.9 · ... ............ 
i943 ' . 648 3,806 17.0 · .............. 
1944 · 610 3,460 17.6 · .............. 
1945 y . . , ..... " .... : 825 3,575 23.1 

1/' Commercial broilers include all young chickens of the heavy or crossbreeds 
2-4 pounds live weight raised for meat·, and from which pullets are sold 
for broilers as well as the cockerels. "Commercial broiler" productio~ is 
nQt included in farm production est'imates. 

~ Tentative indication, Qctober 1945. 

Record Civilian Turkey SUI2I21ies to be 
Available in 1946 

Production of turkey meat in 1946 is likely to be nearly as large as, 
the .. re.c9;rd output in 1945 •. Civilian demand probably: will -continue relatively 
strong, despite some declines in consumer purchasing: power. Prices may 
decline, but 'such de.clines: are not· expected to be material. For the past 2 
years ,. ci vil:j.an demand has exceeded supply by a wide. margin. Reductions in 
military procurement, which took about one-fifth of the total. output· in- 1944 
and about-one-tenth in 1945, w~ll close this gap in 1946 •.. Civilians· may re­
ceive 4;5·to 5'pounds of turkey aer' capita in 1946, a.new,reGorQ·supply~ For 
1945, turkey output is tentatively indicated at 650 million.poaRGs·(clressed­
weight ba5is), about 20 percent above the 1944 production a~Q.8S·~reent above 
the prewar (1935-39) average. The ·record 1945 output.is.a.reflection-of 
favorable'returns for the past 3 years, ample feed suppli@sJ'aad a strong 
demand from the armed forces. Turkey prod~ctipn has been.on a steady upward' 
trend, since .. the 1930 1"s. ' .," . 

A 
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Civilian consumotion of turkey has also shown an upward trend, although 
restrained in 1943 and 1944 by large army proc~efuertt. The record output in 
1945 probably w~ll provid.e._about 4.5 lJounds ,of tU:Fk€·y--mea..tr ):lep~-caDi ta- -feI'"- --­
civilians, comoared with 3.3 pounds iri-1943 and 1944, and:an average of 2.6 
pounds._.i_n the_ 'prewar pariod. 

Processlng of Eggs to Decline 

The war year~ ,witnessed.tremendous increases in the'free~~ng~nd'dehydrat­
ing of eggs. Under .~~e.impetus of lar.ge requirements for lend-lease, -dried 
egg production incre..a.s.ed mor.a .t.han 30-fold from prewar leve}..s'.' -In ·the -1'930' s 
dried egg production ,was .le,Ss. .than 10 million pounds annua:lly;' -in -1-94,4' ·ik. 
reached 320 million .~Qunds •. _Annual capacity ror -egg ~ryin~'ro~·~n~h~ ~ast 
5 years,. from 40 or 5.0 .m;Llli.on pounds to approxim9 tely 400 mil·l·ion ·pounds. . , , 

F,rozen egg or,o.duct.ioni.n 1944 was more tha·n double !the ·o-rewaT'·Cl.'IJ'8'I'age, 
with a s.ubsequent la.rge. ,use. ,of.Jrozen e:ggs.. ~0r. .~rY?:£liL?-.!il_!lloQ:tps_ of._~~?-.?()p'aJ,ly 
smalr-'egg production. ..' "111' 19"43' and 1944, almost .one-half of the frozen 
egg produced was used in drying. In addition, esnecially in 1944 and'1945, 
large quantities of frozen eggs wer€ utilized by the armed forces in many of 
their rations. In the years 1943-45, about 250 million pounds of frozen eggs 
were used annually by civilians. This high level of consumption was due· ,to 
large increases in use by the bakery industry, which' normally' ci'ccQunts for the 
major portion of the. frozen eggs used ~n this cDuntry. 

Dried ~gg production may continue large in· 1946 but will- decline sharply 
after 1946. Some'increases in thGl domestic consumption of dried r;;ggs ·'from pre­
war levels may Qccur in prepared foods like flour mixes and nancake mixtures. 
Consumer acceptance of dried >['Thole egg has not been favorable ~ and little, if 
any, direct consumptiori by housewives is .expected. qonsumntion of .dried eggs 
in the United States in 'the next few years may amount to 25 to 35 million pounds, 
mpst of which will be domestically produced-. In earlier years, imports from 
China amounted tc? about 10 million pounds 'annually. 

, Decreases in egg processing, which will take place in -coming years, 
will make it more difficult to find suitable .outlets for low-quality eggs. 
Most of the eggs utilized in freezing and drying have bee.n of lower grades, 
not greatly desired for consumption in shell form'. - . 

Year 

Table 5.- Frozen egg production, 1937-45 

Frozen egg 
production 

Million pounds 

· · · . · 
Total shell egg 

eguivalent 

Million cases 

, 1937 1/ ••..••••••••••••• : 200 5 3 =.; , 
1938 ••••••••••••.•.....• : 116 3 1 • 
1939 ............••••..•• : 177 4.7 
1940 •...•.••....••.••.•. : 190 5.1 
1941 ..••••.........•.... : 237 6.3 
1942 •••••••• ~ •••••• ; •••• : 258 6.9 
1943 ................... ".... 413 11.0 
1944 ••••••••.•••••••••••• : 512 13.7 
1945 g/ •...•.••..••••.•• : ~~ 10.0 

]j 1937 estimate from 'IProduction of Frozen Eggs in 1937," Poultry Section, 
AAA. Estimates since 1937 are from BAE. 
~ Tentative indication. 
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Table 6.-:,D:ried egg production, 192.7-4.5 

Dried egg · . · ' .. , · production : : ' : 

1 2000 20unds · . ~ · . · · . · . · · . · 

, 

Dri.ed .egg 
pro,duction 

1 2000 20unds 

1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 

· .................. .. 556 · . 1936 ...... '~.-'-!: .• "". 1 486 ' .' -" . .. ., - ,- --
• ,. •• 4. .......... : 

· · ............. . · ... . ' .......... : 
, . · ............... .. 
: . · ............... . 

· .................. 
................. : 

· · ............. . 
.. ": ~ · '-11 Tent~ti~e,indication. 

218 
202 .. 
489 
553 

2,286 
3,796 
4,300 
3,000 

: : 1937 · · ............ · . 1938 · , . · .............. · . 1939 · · . • ••••• .. ·a ••••• · . 1940 · · . • ..... to ........ 

: : 1941 · • • it ........... 

• • 1942 .-..... ' ....... : · . · . 1943 · · . · .. " ........... · . 1944· .............. : · . · . 1945 11 · · . ......... " ... 

RECE1m' DEVELOPMl1NTS 
, 

Egg Prices Fluctuate Widely 

2,391 
6,-002 

,10,039 
9,487 

45,280 
235,649 
261,972 
320,742 
115,000 

Prices received by farmers in mid-Sept'erner for eggs-39.6 cents oer 
dozen--showed a contraseasonal decline of 1.2 cents from mid-August. This 

a 

was l~rgely a reflection of. the cutbacks in, ArJIl.y procurement" e.specially dried 
eggs, at?-d 'prospective increq,ses in the civilian meat suooly Especially pro­
nounceq. l.i[ere declines in the T"Jest North Central States, where the mid-September 
av~rage ~arm price was 7,cents-below that of ~id-AufUst. In 9ther areas, 
however, prices inc~eased, thou?h much less than usual. 

From August 15 to SeDtember 15, prices of better grades increased very 
slight~y, but wholesale prices of lower gradas, especially currAnt receipts, 
declined contraseasonally about 2 cents per dozen. Since mid-Seotember, because 
of a we~l-maintained civilian consumption, wholesale quotations have increased 
sl1a:rply, especia lly on t.he lower grade. From Septemb.er 15 to Octooer1 20, ..."., 
current receipts at Chicago ,increased 10 cents per dozen and are now only 2 
cents below ceilings. Quotations on extra grades hava been at ce,n.ing levels 
all this time. 

Indications are that consumption of eggs,. es.~~ coi,al.1y, ;Ln"th ~_ 18:r"ge,r ma.r~~~s, 
is' 15i:ling well mainta'ined. _ RetaJ..l sales in Chica€,o during S~ptEl!Rber and October 
are .running. abo':l;t .. _<, I?~_rc,ent abo:v~. last ye~r:., Re~~~p~~ o(,~~e. four te:r:minaJ, _ 
markets qurlng tP8 flrst half of October were about 4 percent ahead of 
corresponding period last year. 

September '£J&'g Production Only 3 Percent 
Below La5~ Year1s Record 

Egg production on farms during September totaled '28'5.2' ndli"ion doze'n, 
3 percent bOelow the previous Seotember 1944 I'ecord, but' 37 pe'r'cerit ab'ove' 'the 
1934-43 average. Although the ;vera€:'" number of layer;s: '~n ,fa,rms 'yia:s, :~ p~r,cent 
below Ip,st., year, a record rate of lay ..Jf 3 percent abo:ve la,st year ;k,ep.t. egg 
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proquc.tiop at only 3 percent below re.cord. Fo-j. .. ·the..,:fir..s.t:.:.9 m9Q~}1$' ·~~,,:t-J1As>,; 
year , ... farm .egg production, totaled 3,8.09. J'llillion do.zen, 5 oercent bel'ow-·EFie·· .. 
1~,44 ,recot'd, but, 36 'percent :above the'.lO-year '(1934-43) 'average. 

Sheil Epi S~oc'ks Lowest "on Record 

The into-storage movement of shell eggs during the flush. producti;~ , 
season this year was far' below normal, reflecting the strong current demaDd 
which existed at, that time. Stocks reached a' peak on July 1 but were 46. 
percent below the previous July 1, th) lowost JUly 1 '0:1 r.1cO'!'d. Tho r;1te of 
withdrawals of shell eggs since July 1 has been above ~he prewar 'average, 
and stocks are well depleted. Comnercial stocks of shell eggs on October '1 
were only 2.8 mi1.lion g'9:~es, the, lowest for th[\t 'dn,to in 3' deCades. GovoraTIo:lt­
oi-ned stocks arc estiJ1'1.to.d n.t ['l,bout 1 nillion cases. 

, .. -, 

Frozen'egg holdings this year·were at the seasonal ,peak the earliest. 
ever reported--' July 1, ,in contrast ,to the usual seasonal peak on August 1. 
From July 1 through the middle of Au€ust ¥uthdrawals were very heavy. 
However, 'Ni th cancella Hon of dried egg contracts by the armed forces, 
wi thdrawals of st orage sheit-· e'€&S i~jhich' to" some extent wer.§. ~onverted into 
frozen form :and t:he freezing of ,lower frades of fresh eggs, the 'out-movement of 
;r,roz~n 'eggs in the last 2 months has beeD far below aver.ate. 'Total holdings 
on October 1 of aporoximately 203 million pounds are below October 1 in any of the 
previous 3 years, but 'above .prewar.' 

Table 7.- Eggs: Storape stocks in the United States and net storage 
movemenG at 35 markets, selected dates 

:United Statep stocks,lI : Net storage movemert in 35 markets 
Year ~ week ended 'a::>,_YL~ 9452 

September 1 October 1: October 6 : Oct'Ober ,t~) October 20 
1000 cases 1000 cases 1000 cases 1000 cases 1000 cases 

Shell 
Ave. 1937-41 6,860 5,747 - 233 - 258 - 287 
1944 7,653 5,427 - 386 - 352 323 
1945 4,771 3,763 - 296 - 323 - 398 

Frozen 
Ave. 1937-41 4,058 3,675 65 70 67 
1944 9,910 8,868 159 220 193 
1945 5,814 '5,416 22 44 ,77 

Dried 
1944 10,957 10,086 
1945 2,451 1,986 

1/ Government holdings included in 1944 and 1945. Frozen and dried eggs con­
verted to shell-egg equivalent on basis of 37.5 pounds of frozen egg and 10 
pounds of dried egg to the case. 
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Poultry Prices Decline Sharply 

The large decrease in army procurement of chicken meat-and, the increase 
in civilian meat supplies at a time when marketings of chickens increase 
seasonally resulted in chicken prices declining sharply from mid-August to 
mid-September. The average farm price in mid-Se'ptember -was i?'5'per pound, 
1.1 cent below that of the previous month. 'Declines were especially 
pronounced in the T~est North Central Area where farm chicken marketings 
were reaching a seasonal peak. In the West North. Central Area, prices 
received by f~rmers in mid-September averaged 3 cents below that in mid­
August. _ . 

Sinpe mid-September, wholesale price quotations' have become fairly well 
stabilized. Quotatibns on light weight" classifications (1-1/2 to 3-1/2 
pounds) are about 4 C'3nts below ceilings. However, birds weighing mot'e 
than 3-1/2 pounds, especially heavy fowl, are only about 2 cents below 
ceilings. -The gap between demand and supply for chicken meat, which was ... 
very wide during the summer because of large Army nrocurement, has vanished. 

Commercial Poultry Storage Holdings About Average 
i 

On October,l total cold storage holdings of poultry (excluding turkeys) 
were 130 million pounds. However, a large Dortion of the holdings, about 
one-half, was Government owned. Commercial holdings are about equal to the 
prewar (1937-41) average of 65 millio~ pounds. Stocks of fowl were about 
one-third of last year and twice the Drewa~ average. 

Turkey stocks on October 1 totaled 25 million pounds. A larg~ part ,_ 
of this was also held by the armed forces, so that commercial holdings on 
October 1 were probably not much ,different from the prewar average of about 
10 million·pounds. 
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Table 8.- Prices received by farmers for eggs, chickens, and turkeys, United Statea, 
1940-45, and prices at 85 percent and 90 percent of parity (for selected period.). 

~Da.ta for Cover Chart} 
l_r. : 

. . . . . 
Nov. ; Year Jan. Feb. ; Apr. ; l~ ; June ; Jul;y : Aug. : Sept. : Oct. : Dec. . . .' . . 

Cents Cents ~ ~ ~ Cents Cents Cents· Cents Cents ~ Cent. 

~s. Erice received bl farmers l ~r dozen 

1940 18~3· 20.2 15.4 15.0 15.1 14.4 16.4 17.2 2l.0 23.7 26.2 26.8 
1941 19.7 16.8 16.4 '19.7 20.1 23·2 25.6 26.8 30.3· 31.8 35.5 34.1 
1942 31.3 27.5 25.8 25.6 26.5 27.4 29.5 32.2 34.7 37.4 ;.,;3.9 ~.7 
1943 39.0 34.2 34.0 33.7 34.2 35.2 3h.3 38.8 41.6 )~5.2 47.1 .9 
1944 34.6 31.9 30.1 27.1 27.2 28.1 31.2 33.0 35·5 38.8 43.4 44.5 
1945 41.0 35.8 33·1 33.0 33.7 35.8 37.9 40.8 39.6 

.-
1941 28.3 32.3 '36.3 32.1 
1942 2,5.0 23·5 22.2 22.3 22.4 21.6 25.4 26.8 31.1 36.4 40.2 37.~ 
1943 29.9 26.9 24.9 25.4 25.6 26.5 29.5. 31.1 35.6 38.7 42.1 39.8 
1944 32.5 29.1 26.5 26.8 27.4 28.4 30.6 32.3 36.~ 39.2 42.4 39.8 
1945 33.7 30.6 28.1 28.1 28.4 28.8 31.5 32.8 36. 

Chickens. Erice received bz: farmers. per lloUDd 

19l1o 12.0 12.2 12.8 12.9 13.6 13.3 13.6 13.4 13.7 13.3 13·1 13.0 
1941 13.7 14.0 14.4 15.7 16.2 16.3 16.8 16.3 16.3 16.0 15.5 15.8 
1942 17.0 17.4 18.0 18.4 18.4 18.5 18.7 19.6 20.3 19~5 19.6 20.5 
19~ 22.1 22.8 23.5 24.6 24.7 25·1 25.3 25.6 25.2 24.6 24.3 24.4 
19 23.9 ~3.7 23.8 23.7 24.4 23.8 24.2 24.1 23·7 23.8 24.0 24.1 
1945 24.2 24.5 25.0 25.7 26.6 27.5 28.5 28.6 27.5 

Chicken. 

1941 13.3 13.4 13.7 13.8 
1942 13.9 14.1 14.4 14.4 14.5 14.5 14.6 14.6 14.7 15.7 15.8 15.9 
1943 16.0 16.2 16.3 16.4 16.6 16.7 16.8 16.8 16.8 16.9 17.0 17.1 
1944 17.3 17.4 17.4 17.4 17.4 17.5 17.5 17.5 17.5 17.5 17.6 17.6 
1945 17.6 17.6 17.7 17.7 17.7 17.7 17.7 17.7 17.8 

Turkezs l Erice received bl farmers a l2!r Eound 

19l1o 14.2 14.0 13·7 13.5 13.2 12.9 12.9 13.1~ 14.3 14.7 15·5 15.9 
1941 15·5 15.1 15·2 15.5 15.4 15.4 15.8 16.1 17.5 18.3 20.2 20.9 
1942 20.5 20.0 19·9 19.8 19.1 18.6 18.9 19.9 2l.7 23·9 27.0 29.7 
1943 29.2 28.7 28.7 28.8 28.6 28.6 28.5 28.8 29.0 29.9 32·7 33.3 
1944 32.4- 32.0 31.3 30.7 30.5 30.0 30.1 30.7 31.1 31.8 33.S 34.6 
1945 34.4 33.9 33.6 33.6 31.2 33.4 33.4 33.8 33.6 

Turkelsl ;grice at 90 12ercent of EaritZa December 1242-Se12tember 1245 

1942 20.1 
19~ 20.2 20.5 20.6 20.7 2l.0 21.2 2l.2 21.2 21.2 21.4 21.5 2l.6 
19 2l.8 21.9 21.9 2l.9 21.9 22.0 22.0 22.0 22.0 22.0 22.1 22.1 
1945 22·3 22.3 22.4 22.4 22.4 22.4 22.4 22.4 22.6 
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PER CAPITA PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION OF EGGS, 
CHICKEN. AND TURKEY, UNITED STATES, 1910-45 

NUMBER r---------.---------~--------~--------~----------~--------._--------~ 

EGGS 

450 

400 

350 

300 

250 
POUNDS ~==~~~~~~~~==~==~~~~~==~~~~==~==~~~==~ 

( DRESSED 
WEIGHT) 

25 

20 

CHICKEN 

15 

~ I I 
1----------l-----~ Con s umption * -------+---------j----------+-----------I 

10 

5 

o 
1910 1915 

TURKEY 

1920 1925 1930 1935 
* CONSUMPTION 1941·45 APPLIES TO CIVILIAN POPULATION ONLY 

DATA FOR 1945 ARE BASED ON PRELIMINARY INDICATIONS 

1940 1945 

U.S· OEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE NEG 43287 A BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS 

Large suppl ies of eggs and turkeys will be available for civilians in 19~6. But 
per capita consumption of eggs is expected to be below 19~5. The 19~6 per capita supply 
of chicken .eat may not be much different from that of 19~5. 

.. 
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Table 9.,- Total per capii'a :prod.~ct"i6n· and c'ivilian p8r capita consumption 
of eggsj' chicken, and tUTkey , United State!:!" ,1910-1945. 

- -:- 'Eggs ---- Chicken !o/ Turkey !of 
: ,Per ca~ita __ : , Per capita __ Per capita 

Year : Con:s~"':' Produc-: Con,sump- , :, ,Produc.,.. :, ,Consump- P,rodUC::-
____ :_tipn '2/ : tiOl1 ti$ 2/ : tion. : ti'on 2/ tion 

: Nu.)riber . .' Number Pounds P,ounds .: POWl.P:S Poun-d":""'s-
.., . · 1910 

1911 
1912 
1913 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1917 
1918 
1919 

1920 
1921 
1922 
1923 
1924 
1925 
19Z6 

, ~1927 ' 
'1928 
1929 

1930' 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
193B 
1939 

1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 3..1 

· 9 

· · 

299. . ... 
299 '" .1 

" 3,~6. " 
3?7-
324 
318 

·339 -342' ., 
,.3J

4
8 .:-

33 .. 

3Z9 
331 
311 
295 
2$7 
278 
287 
306 
308 
311 

316 
311 
311 
345 
351 
385-390 

321 
1l;\:5 
327 
31B 
ylf) 
327 
3,ll 
295 
~95 
319 

307 
312 
330' 
344 
333 
332/ 
349 
357 
353 
343 

'( 347 
340 
318 
309 '-
298-
2,89 
295 
319 
314 
324 

328 
343 
392 
434 
453 
431 

20.6 
20.8 
19.9 
19.4 
19.3 
19.2 
18.4 
17.7 

, 17.'8 
19.0 

18.3 
17.8 
18.9 
19.4 
19.'2 
19.8 
19.7 
21.0 
20.2 
19.8 

, '2I., 
19.4 
19.7 
20~3 . 
18.8 

·lS.l 
18.1 
18.0 
16.8 
18.6 

18.0 
19.4 
21.5 
28.0 
23.6 
24.5-25.0 

, , 20.6 ': 
20.8 
19.9 
19.4 
19.2" '. ---
19.2 

,- ;1'8.4.-
18.0 
18.1 
18.8 

18.1 
18';,0 
18.9 
19.4 ' 
19.5 
19.7 ,.' 
19.9 
20.8 
20.1 
20.1 

, -21.2 
19~4 
19.6, 
20.4 

.18.8 
17.9 
18.6 
17·5 
16.9 
18.6 

18.2 
19.7 
22.0 
27.7 
24.9 
25·3 

----

1.8 .. 
1.7 
2.1,. 
2.4 
2.2 
2.1 
2·7 
2.7 
2.7 
3·0 

3.6 
3.6 
3·7 
3.4 
3·3 
4.3-4.5 

1/ Dressed weight. --- -
. g/ Consumption 1941-45 applies to civilian population only. 
2/ Tentative, based on lJreliminarJr indications as of October 1945. 

1.7 

1.7 
1.7 
2.1 
2.4 
2.2 
2.1 
2.8 
2.7 
2.7 
3.2 

3.6 
3.5 
3·7 
3.4 
3.6 
4.6 
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BAE IfSlTUATIO}.T1I m::POR~.S· 

The Cotton Situation 

The Dairy S1 tU4.tion 

T·he Demand and Price Situation 

The Farm Income Situation 

The Fats and Oils Situation 

The Feed Situation 

The Fruit Situation 

The Livestock and Wool Situation 

The Marketing and Transpor~ation Situation 

The National Food.Situation 

The Poultry and Egg Situation. 

The Tobacco Situation 

The Vegetable Situation 

The Wheat Situation 

The W'orld Sugar Situation 

, . 
(~9P:~!J.ly). _._ 

.. ' \M~~th~~); 

(Month1:r). 
. . .~. 

(,Monthly) 

(Monthly). 

(Monthly). 

( Quart eriy) 

(Monthly) 

O~onthlY') , 

(Monthlyj 

(Monthly) 

( Quart er:J-y) 

( Qua'rt eriy) . 
(:Bi-~ont~lY, exc.ept 
mon~hly: for Ju;ty & Aug.' 

(Annually) 

The above reports are. available free upon request.; Ad.dress 

requests to: 
Bureau of Agricul tural Economic's 
U. S. Department of Agriculture 
i~ashing:ton 25, D. c. 
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