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" Prices received by farmers in 1946 for poultry products are expected to decline
from the near-record levels achieved in [945, because of increased meat supplies, smaller
non-civilian takings of poultry products, and reduced consumer purchasing power, Price
declines probably will be material for eggs but moderate for chickens and turkeys.

Under the Steagall amendment to.the Price Stabilization Act, eggs, chickens (except
broilers), and turkeys must be supported at not less than 90 percent of parity during
1946 and 1947, '
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The Poultry and Xgg Situation at a Glance
3 H H H H H
H : 3 Aver, H H H
Iten : Untt ; ¥onth , 193;:1‘;; 198 19k5 Comments adout 1945
3 : : : H :
s s
s Eggs :
: 3
t 3
Farm production seeessesss.: Million dozen Sept.  208,5  294,7 285.2. 1 Second highest on record.
: ]
Average nuwber of layers . @ ! Increase from August equal to last
On FAYME cu.oenssnsvsnsest  Milllon . 267.4  342,2 322,1 t year, but above average.
: t
Rate of lay por hen eeecvess? Number " 9.3 10.3 10.6 : A record for the seventh consecu-
] H tive month.
: t
Apparent civilian ner H H
capita consumtion seeseel Yumber " 24 27 23 : Continuss at a high level.
: :
Farm Pricé s.eeces.cssessesiConts por dogen L 26.9 35.5 39.6 : Contraseasonal declins from
s $  August of 1.2 cents. A
s [
Farn price as percentage t H
of pATItY sivessevcnnsssst Percent . 82 3 98
[ :
Betail price (B.i.Z.) .....3iConts psr dozen Aug. 32.0 h9,1 53,3 ¢
s H
Egg-feed ratio seessssveses’ Pounds feed Sept. 13.7 12,2 13,5 ¢
: H
Stocke: 1/ 1 :
: :
Shell ceveassancessesssses 1,000 canes " 5,915 5,427 3,763 : Lowest ever reported. Commercial
H H stocks only 2.8 million cases.
: H
FrOZON vseeeescesccnsaasst 1,000 cases " 4,078 8,868 5,416 : Withdrawals are averaging below
H H nornal.,
: :
Dried scecesecssesscnsssei Million pounds " —-——- 100,93 19.9 :
s -
Chicks hatchdd .eeseesscesstl Million " 18.5 2t u7,0 1 A record!
Potential layers on farms 1/  Million " 467.5 5727 532.9 : ,
: t|Based on past relationships, hens
Hens 1 year old or older : Million " 181.5 227.8 213.,4 :jand pullets on farms January 1, 1946 '
: tiwill de slightly larger than on
POL1OtS cevenocnescrasnsed  Million L] 286,1 3449  369.5 :|January 1, 19h5. r
: :
Farm price of laying mash..:Dollars per owt., * 2.66 3.52  3.62:
: : s
H :
H Poultry H
: :
1 H
Farm price, chicken .......:Cents per pound Sept. 16,4 23.7 2745 : Declinad 1.1 cents per pound from
s i August all-time peak,
: :
Farm price as nercentage H
of PAPILY .vevevecssesnnatl Percont L 106 122 139
: H
Retail price, chaicken (BAB):Cents ver pound Aug. 31.2 ko,2 42,9 :
t H
Farm price, turkeys .......iCents per pound Sept. 2/19.5 3.1 33.6 1
H : :
Farwu price as percentage H H
Of PATLLY ceacovsossecesat Percont » 97 127 13
: :
Stoclks: 1/ : s
[ :
o ] 5
Poultry, excluding turkoy:l-lullon nounds 75.1 165.6 130.7 : Large portion Government-owned.
TUPKYS <veveeesseonserosthillion pounds " 1.6 22,3 25,7 i Comercial stocks about average.
: H
Chicken-feed ratio ........: Pounds feed " 8.4 8.1 9.l ¢ -
: . 1| Continues favorable to producers
Turkey-£eed ratio .-.......: Pounds feed . &7 10,7 11,5 ) Of chicken and turiey.
Receipts of poultry at $ !
Central Western Primary ¢ . H
Markets, per plant e.....: Thousand pounde * 21.4 38.6 38,9
[

1/ End of month. 2/ Average is for 1933-43.
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..  Over-ell ééﬁéﬁd for poultry produc£s in 1946 Qillldecline from the
high 1evels\ reached in 1945, This will be due to increased supplies of
-meat for civilians, smaller non-civilien tekings of ﬁoﬁii}y’producté; and
. reductions in consﬁmerlincomaa Prices received by farmérs for eggs will
’decllne ﬁaterlally end may be near support levels dﬁrlng most of the years

the extent of the decline will depend in 1arge part on export demends Prices
L 4 . I

-

'}hreqqived for chickens and turkeys, on the other hand, procbably will be only
> _quderately'beléw the ell-time peaks reached in 1945, as the supply of poultry
meat will be.sgmeWhﬁt less plentiful th;n eggs, in relation to demand,

'There will be at least as meny hens and pullets ‘on farms Jenuary 1,
1946 ag a jéér earlier, on the basis of past relationships between the
number of potential layers-on hand in the early fall and the number on
January 1 following. Farm égg production during the first half of 1946
is likely to be approximetely the samé”és in -the correspaonding period of
1945, but‘egg-produbtion in the second half of the year p;obnbly will be
'émélle; then a_year earlier, reflecting heavier culling of layers and a

' reduction in the number of chickens raised.
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Wiith lower egg prices in prospect next winter and sprlng, 10 to 20

percent fewer chlckens Wlll'bé.ramsed in 1946 than in 1Q45. -However, a

e b e e S St s -

substantial reduction in the number of layers and potential lavers from
farm flocks could result in total Tarm ohicken meat output not much different

from that in:1945' Commercial bréilss production probably will decline in

19486, largeIQ as ‘a result of reduced military requirements. On the cher

-hand turkev prices are 11kely to. coqtlnue hlwh, end the number of turkeys

v e n e

(SN NN

raised in 1946 may be neaer the'seme as the record number raised in 1945,

Increased consumption o.proultrylmgat over prewar le.vels is in pros- .
pect, so 1ongias consuﬁer iﬁcome remains éubstantially above prewar, Other
factqrs'lqading to gains in poultﬁy-meat consumption include improvement
in packaging amd other marketing methods, and more efficient technigues in
broiler,productipnf» The long-time trend in broiler §utput is likely to
cont;mue’gpward,,although at a decreasing rate,

Sinpe‘the end §f the war in mid-August, egg prices have fluctuated
widely. Priceqﬁreceiyed by farmers showed a contraseasonal decline of 1.2
cents per QOZen from miquugust to mid-September. Since mid-September,
Ahowever, under the impetus of a well-maintained civilian consumption, . L o
markets have strengthened anq,,except for the lower grades, eggs aréuat,
ceiliné.levels. Ppices_of‘chickené,.especially-light weight and lowere—
quaiity birds, have.declined end are moderately below ceilings.

~- October 22, 1945
Outlook for 1946 - = % .

Demand for Eggs to Weaken in 19463
Prices Probably Near Support Levels

LRI

Prices recelved bv farmers for evgs W111 aecllne more than seasonally
during the first. part of 1946, . and may-bhe.ator peari‘support levels during
most of the year.' Egg production is likely to be slightly smaller than in
1945. But if nonecivilian takings, are reduced by half, there will be nearly’
as meny eggs available to civilians, per capita, as in 1945 when consumption
has been at an all-time record rate, The civilian demand for eggs per ‘capita
will be materially less in 1946 than in 1945, VWith reduced incomes, consumer
expenditures for food may be 5 to 10 percent smeller. Moreover, supplies of
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THE EGG SITUATION
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red meat will be about in balance with demand next year., This will result in
reduced civilian requirements for eggs. During the past 2 years, eggs have
been used fairly extensively to supplement other protein foods in short supply,
principally meat,.

The reduction in military procurement of eggs in 1946 will not result
in an equivalent reduction in over-all demeand, since demobilized military
personnel will add to civilian requirements., Military procurement per capita,
however, has been more than a third greater thmn civilian consumption per
caplta.,

The major chenge in noncivilian demand probesbly will occur in exports.
Exports of eggs, mostly in the form o dried eggs, have averaged about 550
million dozen annually (more than 10 percent of the total supply) in the
past 4 years. Almost 21l of these exports have gone out under lend-lense.
Some increases in egg production are now taking place in Europe, but it
will be @t least a year before Europemn production will be restored to normal
levels. A substantial need for imports of eggs into Europe will exist in

1946, However, the volume of imports from ths United States will depend on ‘

the arrangement of satisfactory financing and on the reletive importence to
Buropeans of the various commodities to be imported. The United States supply
of end demand for eggs at support prices probably would be about in balance

in 1946 if 400 million to 600 million dozen eggs were exported..

Table 1. = Bggs: Supply and disposition in the United States,
1935-39 everage, 1940-45

(Shell egg equivalent)

t Egps 1 : : ¢+ Civilisan

: sStockss s
t Total ¢+ at ¢+ Com~ ¢ used :Stocks:lend-sMili-:consumption
Period ¢ egg tbegin-sImportsimercials for t at sleasettary @ B ‘
and sproduc-2ning texportsthatch-~tend ofsship-tpro- tTotals Per
year : tion ¢ of A 2 $ ing ¢ year tmentstcure-t scapita
: 1/ :yi;rs : + 3/ o2/ o« tment ¢ : \
: 2 : $ g ¢ e H : *

Mil. Mil. Mil, Mil,  Mil, Mil, Mil, Mil, Mil. No. of

¢+ doz,. doz, doze doze doz. doza doz. doz. doze eges
g xS
1925-29 av. : 3y 69 48 23 144 72 3,313 334
1930-34 av,.: 33064 3384 16 2 136 86 3,248 311
193539 av, : 3,335 78 18 2 126 78 3,225 298
1940 : 3,629 74 7 5 125 77 3,503 316
1941 + 3,828 77 15 12 147 124 141 62 3,434 311
1942 : 4,430 124 3 13 168 310 416 218 3,432 311
1943 : 4,972 210 1 17 203 308 637 288 3,732 845
1944 + 5,305 308 1 19 176 460 674 497 3,784 351
: About About
1945 4/ + 5,050 460 200  Less Less Same 390 °

v

Complete data for 1945 connot be published.

——

, A1l data for 1942-45 are prelimineary.
- l/ Includes nonfarm production estimated et 10 percent of farm production,
2/ Since 1941, includes estimated USDA stocks of dried, frozen, and.shell eggs.
g/ Estimated from the total number of chickens raised in the United States and

_ the average number of eggs required per bird raised.
3/*Preliminany indieations, October 15, 1945,
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In 1947, egg consumption, with prices at 90 percent of parity end
assuming a fairly high level of natiénal income and sufficient meat sup-
plies, probably will be significantly below the 1945 level of 390 eggs per
capita, but materially ebove the prewar average of about 300 eggs per
cepita. Production would have to be reduced to about 360 eggs per capita
in 1947, if supply end civilian demand at support prices are 'to reach a
ressonable balance in that year,

Price Supports for Bges - . i . ‘
Under the Steagall Amendment ' . \ ‘

Since prices received by farmérs for eggs probably will be close to
support levels next spring, price-supporting commitments under -the .Steagall
Amendment will become increasingly 1mportant. Under sections 8 ‘and 9 of the
Stahilization Act approved Ostober 2, 1942, prices of so—called Steagall
commodities are to be supported at ndt less then 90 percent of parity ( or in
the case of feed crops, 85 porcent) until 2 years affter the January 1 following
the date upon whlch Contgress or the President shalL‘prOCIQ1m hostilities. to
heve ended, Among the Sgteagall commodltles are evgs, chlckens (excludlng
broilers), and_ turkeys. . .

v A

Parity prices for eggs are computed as follows: The ave}age price
received by farmers during the base périod. (Aug. 1009=July 1914), 2I.5 cents
. per dozen, is multiplied by the current monthly index number of prices paid
by farmers including interest ond t'uces,(lc’lo—]./1 = 100) and d1v1ded'by 100,
For 1945-46, the monthly index nutbers used in meking-adjustments for seasonal
varietion are those published in the July issue of Agricultural Prices, and
are as followss:

1946

. 1945 . : . '
July ¢ Augs? Septes Octe: Nove: Dec, ¢ Jan.t Feb.: Mar,: Apr.: lMay ¢ June
‘94" 98 108 . 116 125 123 : 102 93 85.."54 . 85 87

The breqent snnunl parity prlce for eg ggs is 37 2 cents (21 5 x lZé = 37.2).
The parlty price in mid-September, with seasonal adjustment, was 40,4188nts
per dozen, This parity price applies to the average of all grades and weights
of eggs sold by farmers in the United States. It .should be noted, however,
that differentials exist for the various grades and weights of eggs and for
markets., Prices in the surplus-produ31ng areas, of course, are lower then
‘the nation~l average. (See Table 2.) .. : ’

Ege Production in 1946 %o be -
Nearly ns Large =s.in 1946

-

Assuming little change in the rate of lay, egg production during the
first half:of 1946 would be about the same as in the first half of 1945, But
with weekening in demand and shﬂrp“deciines in prices during the: first half
of the year, heavier-than-usual culling of flocks probably will occur. For
the second h»alf of 1946, egg production probﬂbly will be below the seame
perlod in 1945,

Preliminary estimates of the numbeyr of chlckens raised in 1945 indicats
an output of 821 million birds, 10 percent é&bove 1944, The number of potential
layers on farms October 1, 1945 was 583 million, slightly above the previous
October 1, Besed on past relationships, the number of potentisl leyers on farms
at the beginning of 1946 would be about the same as or sllghtly larger than on
January 1, 1945.

7
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Table 2. - Eggs: Averrge prices received br farmers, parity price,
and fsrm prioe as percentage of par&ty price, 1930-45

L

s 0 1 Farm S j % t Farm

1+ Farm :Parity :price as *t° ¢ Farm Parity sprice as
Yenr s price ¢ priece ipercentagest Year ¢ price, ¢ price 1percentage

s e t ' of 2 ] . : :  of

.3 : :  parity s t ) s ¢ parity

t Cents Cents Percent 33 : Cents Cents, Percent .

b $3 : . Tt T
1930 ¢+ 25.1 34.4 73 12 1939 3 1844 - - 26.7 69 - -
1931 2 18.6 3043 _ 61 1 1940 ¢ 19.1 2649 71
1932 ¢ 16,0 " 2B.7 60 111941 ¢ 25,0 2844 88"
1933 : 15,3 25,8 59 13 1942 ¢+ "31,4 32,2 98
1934 = 18.4 7 B7.7 66 '#3 1943 ¢ 38,7 34.8 111
1935 1 24.1 - 8.9 88 22 1944 ¢ 33.4 36.5 . 92
1936 23.0 £7+3 84 $3 194542 3840 3740 103,
1937 + 21.7 2846 76 2e s ’ )
1938 ¢ st : ‘

$

21.3 27.1 79

. 1/ Preliminary indications.
1946 Chicken-Meat Production Likely .

to be Little Changed from 1945

Prices +to -Decline. o

- Demand for chicken meat 1s expected to renﬂ1n fairly strong in the first
pert of 1946, in spite of some improvement in the over-all meat supply and
substantial_neduct*oq in rocurement of chicken bJ the armed forces. With
consumer incomes remaining at a fairly high level, though declining, civilian
demsnd for poultry meat is not expected to dccllne greatly. Prices received -
by fqrmers will decline from the all-time.perks reached in 1945, but such de-
clines probably will-not be: substantinl before the latter' half of 1946, when ..
sharp declines may occur. :

i

The number of ohickens raised in any year is determlned to a 1arge L
extent by the price situation for eggs and for feed, ns reflected in the egg-
feed price relationship, especially durirg the late winter and early spring.
Because of a weakening in demand, prices received by farmers for eggs during
the 1946 hatching season will be belew those of a year esrlier, Feed prices
probably will not be greatly chenged. The egg-feed price ratio will be
distinctly less favorable to egg producers than in 1945, Hence the numbetr of
chickens raised during 1946 may be 10 to 20 percent smaller thnn in 1945,

For 1945, it is tentetively indicated that about 2,500 million pounds of
chicken meat (dressed—welght bq51s) from farm flocks w111 be availeble, This
would compnre with 2,589 million pounds in 1944 end the 1935-39 average of
1,952 -million poundsi The quentity of chicken meat aveilsable from chickens
reised on.farms in 1946 will be substentinlly Tess then in 1945, However,
during the latter pert of 1946, heavy liquidation of layers nnd potential
layers from flocks probebly will ocour. This moy nearly offset the decrease
in the quantity of chicken meat avail~ble from the chickens raised.
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Commercial broiler oroduction in 1946 probably will deé¢line from the
anprncedented levels reached this year. Tentative indications are that output
in 1945 will reach 825 million pounds (dressed weight) , about one-third above
1944 A large portion, 25 to 35 percent, of this year's commercial broiler
production was used by the armed forces.

Total output of chicken meat-in 1946 is expected to be moderately
below 1945, Civilin consumption of -chicken por capita in 1946 would bo
sorevhat - smallor than in L9%r, when close to 25 pounds will be taken, but
10t greatly difforeat fron the conswaption of 23.6. pQunds per capita-in 19ult,
The 1035 39 averqeo wng l( 9 pourds per Cﬂplta.

Demand for ch;cken rneat after 1946 is expecfed to be considerably
stronger”than in 1935-39, as conSufier income brobably will be substantlally
higher than prewar. Besides the effect o&f Highér incomes, changes in the
markntlng of chlcken meat may bring about hlghe” ner capita bonsumptlon. Per

.........

..............

...............
...........
.............
............
.............

44444444

.......

retarded by the war, These ware 1nc"eased sales of chlcken meat in retail
channels in cut=up form, in eviscerated form, and &% “gahhed boried chickén.
“Many objections which consumers have had to purchasing dressed chicken (New
York style) .are overcome by marketing the poultry meat in cut-up or eviscerated
form. Improvements in the distribution of frozen foods and further expansion
in the use of freezers by retail stores will undoubtedly give impetus to
increased sales of eviscerated and cut-up poultry. UCanned boned chicken,
although set aside largely for army use during the vast 2 years, will probably
show further increases in consunptlon by civilians, /ﬂ7 -
Table 3.~ Quantities of uanled and ev1sceratedﬁ3£§¥£21? inspected by

the United States Department of Agriculture, 1939-45

Fiscal year ending : Certified H Other than

June 30 : for canning : canning
: Millon pounds Million pounds"

1939 ceviercennerencoanet 36.4. i 10.6°
1940 wuvinvieenenvnnnyanad L9.4 23.0,
S o 50.3 27.8
1942 eienitonennsononanet 73.8 . 41.3
1943 s ieeniveennsnescanssl 89.4 » , 794
B S I 947 \ 83.9
1945 weuvnennnvnnannnnnst 72 163.0 Y

1/ Not available.
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Commercial broilers have accounted for an increasing proportion of
total chicken meat output in recent’ years. In the early 1930's, less than
5 percent of the chicken meat produced came from commercial broilers.. During

the past decade, the percentage increased sharply. In 1945, commercial
broilers will provide about 23 percent of the total chicken meat produced.

Table L.~ Production of commercial broilers, total, chicken (farm and
nonfarm) and production of commercial broilers as a percentage
of total, 1934-45

: Total chicken s Commercial broilers

Year . Commercial {farm and as a percentage
o . Dbroilers 1/ nonfarm) of total
¢ Million pounds Million pounds - Percent

1934 virernrreeinadt 85 2,392 3.6 )
1935 seerenscceanset 108 2,297 L.7
1936 terveerencnrsnnt 134 2,392 5.6
1937 ceevennecsansat 172 2,272 7.6
1938 tienvenncnnanat 211 2,214 9.5
1939 tevinnrnancenst 261 2,449 10.7
1940 cvevennnonnaast 337 2,422 13.9
1941 tireennnvonanet L45 2,612 16.8
1942 eiiisnrnaonset 534 2,988 17.9
1943 teieiienananeant 648 3,806 17.0
19hL evennnerenanst 610 3,460 17.6
1945 2/eieiiniennant 825 . 3,575 23.1

-
»

1/° Commercial broilers include all young chickens of the heavy or crossbreeds
2-4 pounds live weight raised for meat, and from which pullets are sold
for broilers as well as the cockerels. '"Commercial broiler" productiop is
not included in farm production estimates.

2/ Tentative indication, October 1945.

Record Civilian Turkey Supplies to be
Available in 1946

Production of turkey meat in 1946 is likely to be nearly as large as.
the record output in 1945. . Civilian demand probably will continue relatively
strong, despite some declines in consumer purchasing power. Prices may )
decline, but ‘such declines’ are not- expected to be material. For the past 2
years, civiljan demand has exceeded supply by a wide margin. Reductions in
military procurement, which took about one-fifth of the total. output: in 1944
and about:one-tenth in 1945, will close this gap in 1946...Civilians may re-
ceive 4:5°to 5 pounds of turkey oer capita in 1946, a.new.record supply. For
1945, turkey output is tentatively indicated at 650 million.pounds: (dressed—
weight basis), about 20 percent above the 1944 production and.85 pereent above
the prewar (1935-39) average. The record 1945 output.is.a.reflection-of
favorable ‘returns for the past 3 years, ample feed supplies,-amd a strong
demand from the armed forces. Turkey production has been.on a steady upward -
trend: since -the 1930%s. -
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Civilian consumotion of turkey has also shown an upward trend, although
restrained in 1943 and 1944 by large army procuremert. The record output in
1945 probably will provide.about 4.5 nounds .of turkey-meat per~capite for- -
civilians, comoared with 3.3 pounds in 1943 and 194L, and ‘an average of 2.6
pounds in the prewar peried. ' e . .~

Processing of Eggs to Decline

AAAAA
,,,,,,,

The war years witnessed.tremendous increases in the -freezing end ‘dehydrat-
ing of eggs. Under the.impetus of large requirements for lend-lease, -dried
egg production increased more .than 30-fold from prewar levels. -‘In the 1930's
dried egg production was less than 10 million pounds annuallys in 1944 it
reached 320 million pounds.. . Annual capacity for egg drying rose in the past
5 years, from 40 or 50 million pounds o approximetely LOC million pounds.

Frozen egg oroduction in 1944 was more than double %he orewar awverage,
with a subsequent large use of frozen eggs for dryigg;;prbqtps‘ofM§Q§§Qpally
smallegg produétion. UfA 1943 and 1944, almost one-~half of the frozen
egg produced was used in drying. In addition, especially in 1944 and "1945,
largé quantities of frogen eggs were utilized by the armed forces in many of
their rations. In the years 1943-45, about 250 million pounds of frozen eggs
were used annually by civilians. This high level of consumption was due to
large increases in use by the bakery industry, which normally accounts for the
major portion of the frozen eggs used in this country.

Driéd egg production may continue large in- 1946 but will-decline sharply
after 1946, Some increases in the domestic consumption of dried eggs-from pre-
war levels may gqccur in prepared foods like flour mixes and pancake mixtures.
Consumer acceptance of dried whole egg has not been favorable, and little, if
any, direct consumotion by housewives 1s .expected. GConsumption of dried eggs
in the United States in ‘the next few years may amount to 25 to 35 million pounds,
most of which will be domestically produced. In earlisr years, imports from
China amounted to about 10 million pounds annually.

_ Decreases in egg processing, which will take place in coming years,
will make it more difficult to find suitable .outlets for low-quality eggs.
Most of the eggs utilized in freezing and drying have been of lower grades,
not greatly desired for consumption in shell form. ’

Table 5.— Frozen egg production, 1937-45

Total shell egg

Year : Frozen egg :
: production : equivalent
Million pounds Million cases
':{3;;_1_/ 202 5,3
tsresesssus eesesenas : 11 3.1
1939 0.-....-0.'.0..'.-..: 177 l‘r'?
1914,0 On-.ool...........'.: 190 5'1
lgb.l oocaootoo.nooucoooon: 237 6‘3
191\}2 o.‘.a.‘q,poo-cttt.otoo: 258 6!9
1943 veeevecomscsnanansast 413 11.0
191414. Qto.a..‘~0....0|c.¢¢¢: 512 1307
1945 2/ tiiiavonrasacnened 3%5 10.0

;/ 1937 estimate from "Production of Frozen Eggs in 1937," Poultry Section,
AAA, Estimates since 1937 are from BAE.
2/ Tentative indication.
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Table 6.- Dried egg oroduction, 1927-45

Dried sgg

: Dried egg &3 s
-, . production :: : production
: 1,000 pounds :: : 1,000 pounds
1927 evrennennennss 556 22 1938 vevnnensneeet 1,486 -
1928 civessennnccest 218 $2 1937 teiireennnned 2,391
1929 tiieieenccnanat 202 - 12 1938 sveveensenenet - 6,002
1930 eeevevceonennet L8G 22 1939 teiieecnanesnt 10,039
1931 tieeeennoneenes 553 t2 1940 teviineanaant 7,487
1932 eeeorssccnrarel 2,286 - 191.[,1 Y Z&»5)280
1933 terecescocseosnt 3,796 38 1942 veeeeencenant 235,649
1934 vevecneciacens ¢ 4,300 N 7 A O 261,972
1935 voeverneneenest 3,000 22 194k veennraeoonat 320,742
. s, : 22 1945 1/ weiiediant . 115,000

1/ Tentative indication. ' ' , ‘

" RECENT DEVELOPMENTS

'

Egé Prices Fiuctuate Widely

Prices received by farmers in mid-September for eggs—39.6 cents ver
dozen-—showed a contraseasonal decline of 1.2 cents from mid-August. This
was largely a reflection of the cutbacks in Army procurement, especially dried
eggs, and prospective increases in the civilian meat suvoly Especially pro-
nounced were declines in the West North Central States, where the mid-Sevtember
average farm price was 7 ¢ents-below that of mid-August. In other areas,
however, prices 1ncreased though much less than usual.

From August 15 to Seutember 15, prices of better gradss increased very
slightly, but wholesale prices of ldower gradzs, especially current receipts,
declined contraseasonally about 2 cents per dozen. Since mid-Seotember, because
of a well-maintained civilian consumption, wholesale quotations have increased
starply, especially on the lower grade. From September 15 to October 20,
current. receipts at Chicago increased 10 cents ver dozen and are now only 2
cents below ceilings. Quotations on extra grades havs been at celling levels
all this time, ’

Indications are that consumptlon of eggs, esoec1ally in the larger markets,
is Being well maintained. . Retail salss in Chicago during prtember and Qctober
are running about 5 percent above last year. Receipts of the four terminal
markéts during the first half of October were about 4 percent ahead of '
corresponding period last year,
September Egg Production Only 3 Percent o
Below Ldé% Year's Record

.....

.....
«««««

3 percent below the previous September l9hh record, bui 37 percent above the
1934~43 average. Although the average number of laver on farms was 6 percent

below lastAyear, a record rate of lay .f 3 percent above last year kept egg

i
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. productlcn at only 3 percent below record. For 'the. firat. 2 months pf.-this.

year, farm egg production totaled 3,809 million dogzen, 5 vercent below the ™
1944 record but 36 pﬂrcent :above the _10-year (193A—h)) average.

Shel; Egg Stocks Lowest‘on Record

The into-storage movement of shell eggs during the flush productlon )
season this .year was far below normal, reflecting the strong current demand
which existed at that time., Stocks reached a'peak on July 1 but were 46
percent below the previous July 1, th: lowost July 1 -on rocord. The rate of
withdrawals of shell eggs since July 1 has been above the prewar ‘average,
and stotks are well depleted. Commercial stocks of shell eggs on October 1
were only 2.8 million cases, the lowest for that 'datec in ¥ decades., Goverament-
owacd stocks arc estinated at obout 1 million cases. '

Ffdzen*égg holdings this yeér.were at the seasonal -peak the earliest.

'Ieﬁer reported—dJuly 1, ‘in contrast to the usual seasonal peak on August 1.

From July 1 through the middle of August withdrawals were very heavy.

However, with cancellation of dried egg contracts by the armed forces,
withdrawals of storage shell éggswhich to some extent werg converted into

frozen form ‘and the freezing of lower grades of fresh eggs, the out-movement of
frozen ‘eggs in the last 2 months has been far below avenage. 'Total holdings

on October 1 of aporoximately 203 mllllon pounds are below Cetobor 1 in any of the
prev1ous 3 years, but ‘above prewar.

Table 7.- Eggs: Storage stocks in the United States and net storage
, movemenh at 35 markets, selected dates

tUnited States stocks ;[_ Net storage movemert in 35 markets
Year : : (week ended as cf 1945)
: September 1 ¢ October l: October 6 : October 13 : October 20

¢+ 1000 cases 1000 cases 1000 cases 1000 cases 1000 cases

Shell

Ave. 1937-41 : 6,860 5,747 - 233 -~ 258 - 287

1944 s 7,653 5,427 - 386 - 352 - 323

1945 T 4,771 3,763 - 296 - 323 - 398
Frozen :

Ave. 1937-41 s 4,058 3,675 - 65 - 70 - 67

1944 : 9,910 8,868 - 159 - 220 - =193

1945 : 5,814 ‘5,416 - 22 - Li - .77
Dried :

1944 : 10,957 10,086

1945 s 2,451 1,986

1/ Government holdings included in 194Y4 and 1945. Frozen and dried eggs con-
verted to shell-egg equivalent on basis of 37.5 pounds of frozen egg and 10
pounds of dried egg to the case.
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Poultry Prices Decline Sharply

The large decrease in army procurement of chicken meat-and, the increase
in civilian meat supplies at a time when marketings of chickens increase
seasonally resulted in chicken prices declining sharply from mid-August to
mid-September. The average farm price in mid-September was 27.5 per pound,
1.1 cent below that of the previous month. 'Declines were especially
pronounced in the West North Central Area where farm chicken marketings
were reaching a seasonal peak. In the West North.Central Area, prices
received by farmers in mid-September averaged 3 cents below that in mid-
August., . - ‘

Singe mid-September, wholesale price guotations have become fairly well
stabilized. Quotatisns on light welght classifications (1—1/2 to 3—1/2
pounds) are about 4 cents below ceilings. However, birds weighing more
than 3-1/2 pounds, especially heavy fowl, are only about 2 cents below
ceilings. "The gap between demand and supply for chicken meat, which was i.L
very wide during the summer because of large Army vrocurement, has vanished.

Commercial Poultry Storage Holdings About Average

On October. 1l total cold storage holdings of poultry (excluding turkeys)
were 130 million pounds. However, a large vortion of the holdings, about
one-half, was Government owned. Commercial holdings are about equal to the
prewar (1937-41) average of 65 millior pounds. Stocks of fowl were about
one-third of last year and twice the nrewar average. '

Turkey stocks on October 1 totaled 25 million pounds. A large part
of this was also held by the armed forces, so that commercisl holdings on
October 1 were probably not much different from the prewar average of about
10 million ‘pounds, ‘
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Table 8.- Prices received by farmers for eggs, chickens, and turkeys, United States,
1940-15, and prices at 85 percent and 90 percent of parity (for selected periods).

(Data for Cover Chart) .

Ju.no . July

Year ‘ Jan. , Feb, , Mar, ' Apre , May Avg, Sept. . Oct. Nov. Dec.

¢+ Cents Cents Cents Cents Cents Cents Cents Cents. Cents Cents Cents Cents

Eeggs, price receiyed by farmers, per dozen
1940 ; 18,3 20.2 15.4 15.0 15.1 1l.b 16,4 17.2 21.0 23.7 26.2 26.8
194 ¢ 19.7  16.8  16.4 19,7  20.1  23.2  25.6 26,8  30.3  3l.8  35.5 341
1942 : 31.3 271.5 25.8 25.6 26.5 27.4 29.5 32.2 34,7 374 3.9 9.7
1943 39,0 34,2 340 33,7 w2 35.2 36,3 388 1.6 W52 U7, .9
194% : 34.6  31.9 30.1 27.1 27.2 28.1 31.2 33,0 35.5 38.8 Y34 Wy s
19“’5 H )41.0 35;8 33.1 33.0 33.7 3508 37.9 ’40.8 39.6

H

t Bggs, price at 85 percent of parity, September 1941-September 1342 and

B G0 percent of parity October 1942-September 1945

H
19l : 28,3 32.3  ‘36.3 32.1
1942 1 25.0 23.5 22,2 22.3 22.4 21.6 25.4 26.8 31.1 36.4 4o,2 37.4
1943 T 29.9 26.9 2k.9 25.4 25.6 26.5 29.5. 3.1 35.6 38.7 42,1 39.8
104k t 32.5  29.1 26.5 26.8 21.4 28,4 30.6 32,2 36.3 39,2 bo, 4 39.8
1945 : 33,7 30.6 28.1 28.1 28,4 28.8 .5 32.8 36.

Chickens, price received by farmers, per vound
1940 ; 12.0 12.2 12.8 12.9 13.6 13.3 13,6 13.4  13.7 13.3 13.1 13.0
I 3 13.7 14.0 b 15.7 16,2  16.3 16.8 16.3 16.3 16.0 15.5 15.8
1942 + 17.0 17.4 18.0  18.4 18,4 18.5 18.7 19.6 20.3 19,5 19.6 20.5
194 1 22.1 22.8 23.5 24,6 ou,7 25.1 25.3 25.6 25.2 24,6 24,3 4.4
19 . 23.9 23.7 23.8  23.7 24k 23.8 2u,2 24,1 23.7 23.8 24,0 24,1
1945. ¢ 24,2 24§ 25.0 25.7 26.6 27.5 28.5 28.6 21.5

: Chickens, price at 85 percent of parity September 194l-September 192 and

H 90 nercent of parity October 1342-September 1945 -
1941 ; : ' . 13.3 13,4 13.7 13.8
1942 :t  13.9 14,1 5 RTUSTRRE RT9 )1 k4.5 14,5 14,5 14,6 14,7 15.7 15.8 15.9
1943 3 1640 16.2 16.3 lo.4 16.6 16.7 16.8 16.8 16.8 16.9 17.0 17.1
194k t 17e3 17,4 17.4 17.4 17.4 17.5 17.5 17.5 17.5 17.5 17.6 17.6
1945 1 17.6 17.6 17.7 17.7 17.7 17.7 17.7 17.7 17.8

H

: Turkeys, price received by farmers, per pound
1940 ; 1b,2 14,0 13.7  13.5 13.2 ° 12.9 12.9 13.4 14,3 k.7 15.5 15.9
1341 : 15.5 15.1 15.2° 15.5 15.4  15.%  15.8 16.1 17.5 18,3 20.2 20.9
1942 : 20.5 20.0 19.9 19.8 19.1 18.6 18.9 19,9 21.7 23.9 27.0 29.7
1943 : 292 28.7 28,7 28.8 28.6 28.6 28.5 28.8 29.0 29.9 32.7 33.3
1944 324 32,0 31.3 0.7 30.5 30,9 30.1 30.7 31.1 31.8 33.8 3u.6
1945, 3 34.b 0 33,9 33.5  33.6 3.2 33.4 334 33.8 33.6

; Turkeys, price at ercont of parity, December 1942-September 1
1942 20.1
194 t 2042 20.5 20.6 20.7 2.0 21.2 21.2 21,2 21.2 214 21.5 21.6
19 : 21.8 21.9 21.9 21.9 21.9 22.0 22.0 22.0 22.0 22,0 22,1 22.1
1945 1 22,3 22,3 22,4 22,4 22,4 22,4 22,4 22,4 22,6




PER CAPITA PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION OF EGGS,
CHICKEN, AND TURKEY, UNITED STATES, 1910-45
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U.S. DOEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE NEG 43287 A BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS

Large supplies of eggs and turkeys will be available for civilians in i946. But
per capita consumption of eggs is expected to be below 1945, The [946 per capita supply
of chicken meat may not be much different from that of 1945,
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Table 9.- Total per canlta productlon and civilian por capita consumption
of eggs; chicken, and turkey, United States, 1910-1945.

“Bggs : Chicken 1/ : . Turkey 1/

: . Per capits : . Per capita : Per capita
Year ;™ Congump= ' Produc— : Cmmmm—.‘Pm&m—:_Ommm@—: Produc-

t tion 2/ :  tion i tiop 2/ tion : tion 2/ ; tion

s Number - - Humber Pounds Pounds -: Poungds Pounds
1910 s 306 0 321 20.6 20,6 0 e —
1911 : 329 . 35 20,8 20.8 —— ——
1912 P31y 327 19.9 19.9 .. ——m L e
1913 : . 303 . 318 19.4 - 19.4 —— —
1914 ¢ 295 ¢ 310 19.3 19.2 . - mmm e
1915 ¢ 313 .37 19.2 19.2 — ——
1916 : 299 311 18,4 . - 184 S . —
1917 : 281 L 295 17.7 18.0 —— C———
1918 : 284 - 295 © . - 17.8 - - 181 0 eem —
1919 : 303 . 39 19.0 18.8 _— ——
1920 ¢ 299, .. 307 18,3 18.1 —-— -
1921 : 299 312 17.8 . 18,0 - eem —
1922 ;. 0316 . 330 18.9 18,9 —— —
1923 ¢ 327 3l 19.4 9.4 - e —
1924 ¢ 324 333 19.2 19.5 - ——
1925 : 318 ‘ 332 / 19.8 19.7 - ¢ e S
1926 & '339._- . 349 19.7 19.9 ——- —
01927 v 3k T 357 21.0 20,8 - - ——
1928 ¢, 338 353 20.2 20.1 _— _—
1929 s 3347 343 19.8 20.1 1.7 1.7
1930 329 U omhy T 2Y.5 - 21,2 1.8- 1.7
1931 s 331 340 19.4 19.4 1.7 1.7

1932 ;311 318 19.7 19.6. 2.1. 2.1 |
1933 s 295 7 309 20.3. - 20,4 2.4 2.4
1934 ¢ 287 298 T 18.8  .° .18.8 2.2 2.2
1935 i 278 289 - .« .18.1 179 2.1 2.1
1936 : 287 295 18,1 18.6 2.7 2.8
1937 i 306 319 18.0 17.5 2.7 2,7
1938 i 308 3L 16.8 16.9 2.7 2.7
1939 Y | 32l 18.6 18.6 3.0 3.2
1940 : 316 328 18,0 18.2 3.6 3.6
1941 : 311 343 19.4 19.7 3.6 3.5
1942 : 311 392 21.5 22,0 3.7 3.7
1943 : 3u5 U3l 28.0 27.7 3.4 3.4
1944 351 458 23.6 24.9 343 3.6
1945 3/ 385-390 431 24.5-25.0 25.3 L,3-4,5 4,6

1/ Dresqed weight,
2/ Consumption 1941-45 applies to civilian population oaly.
1/ Tentative, based on preliminary 1qdlcat10ns as of October 1945,
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¢ BAE "SITUATION" REFORES.

The Cotton Situation _lﬁyégghiy)_u
The Dairy Situation " : ‘j(Mpgth}yi
The Demand ar;d Price Situation _ | w ' (MoAnthly)j )
The Farm Income Situation o (Monthly)
The Fats and Qils ~Si’cuation (Monthly)i
The Feed Situatioz; . ' (Monthly)i
The Fruit Situatién f (Quafteriy)
The Livestock and'Wool Situation (Iﬂon;chlyi . ‘
The Mafketing and Transportation Situation (Monthly): .
The National Food.Situation (Monthly):
The Poultry and EggA Situation: ‘ (Monthlyi
The Tobacco Situation . (Qllarteriy)
The Vegetable Situation (‘Qllai‘teriy) ‘{
The Wheat Situation a (Bi-}rxonﬁl:;zly, exc_épt
. . . monthly. for July & Ang,)
The World Sugar Situation (Anmually) ’

The above reports are.available free upon request.; Address

requests to: . :
Bureau of Agricultural Economics . v
- U. S, Degpartment of Agriculture
Washington 25, D. C.
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