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Commercial hatchery output in 19\1.3-\1.5 was nearly three times the 1930-3\1. average 
and about double the 1935-39 average. This steady upward movement was due to a shift 
from farm hatching to commercial production of Daby chicks, to expansion of the commercial 
broiler industry, and, during the war, to increases in chJckens raised for flock re­
placement purposes. 

The increase in commercial hatchery output has been more pronounced in the second 
half than in the first half of the year, reflecting a rapid growth of the commercial 
broiler industry. late-hatched chicks are used almost exclusively for production of 
broilers. 
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The Poult17 and Egg Situation at a Glance 

Item Unit M : Average 44 "h 
onth ; 1934-43 19 I 1~5 

Farm production Million dozen !lov. 

ATerage number of layers 
on farms •••••••••••••••••• Million 

lIate of lay per hen lfuIIIber 

Apparent civilian per capita 
conllUll1ption ••••••••••••••• liumber 

Farm price Cents per dozen • 

Farm price as percentage 
of parity ••••••••••••••••• Percent 

Retail price (BAllI) •••••••••• :,Cents per dozen Oct. 

Egc-feed ratio 11 ....•••..•.• : Pounds teed !lov. 

Stocks! gj 

Sbell 1,000 cases 

Frozeh 1,000 cases 

Dried Million pounds 

Chicks hatched ••••••••••••• '. I Million 

Potential layers on farms ,gj Million • 
• 

Pullets not of laying age Million 

Farm price of laying mash ••• :Dollars per cwt. 

Iggs 

157.8 

321.0 

5.8 

22 

32. 2 

79 

38.8 

16.9 

1,915 

31 459.8 

31 96.9 

Poultry 

j'arm price of chickens .' ••••• :Cents per pound Nov. 

Farm price as percentage 
of parity ••••••••••••••••• Percent 

Retail price of chicken (BAI):Cents per pound Oct. 

Farm price of turkeys ••••••• :Cents per pound Nov. 

Farm price as percentage 
of parity ••••••••••••••••• Percent 

Stocks: gj 

Poult17, excluding turkey Million pounds 
I 

Turkeys •••••••••••••••••• : Million pounds 

Chicken-feed ratio •••••••••• : Pounds feed 

Turkey-feed ratio ••••••••••• : Pounds teed 

Receipts of poult17 at 
Central Western Primary 

• 
• 

Markets, per plant ••••••• : Thousand pounde • 
I 

J.5.6 

100 

32.9 

31 22.; 

109 

121.3 

20.6 

8.2 

10.3 

32.3 

250.1 

404.0 

7.4 

28 

43.4 

92 

56.9 

15.3 

1,045 

5,871 

110 

31.0 

497.2 

80.0 

3.55 

24.0 

123 

44.0 

.33.8 

137 

176.6 

67.5 

8.5 

11.9 

28.8 

246.5 

390.6 

7.6 

28 

47.1 

leo 

59.1 

15.9 

309 

4,141 

25 

39.3 

507.9 

100.0 

3.66 

23.9 

120 

45.2 

33.0 

131 

246.1 

75.4 

8.0 

11.1 

34!O 

Comments about 1945 

I Exceeded only in 1944. 

About normal culling during the 
month. 

A record for ~he ninth consecutive 
month. 

I Supplies insufficient to meet full 
demand. 

Equal to previous World War II 
high of Uovember 1943. 

I !lot as favorable as other livestock-
feed price ratios. 

Commercially-owned stocke estimated 
at 213,000 cases, 

About one-third are Government­
owned, part of which may be sold 
in commercial channela. 

Exceeded any previous November. 
Little decline in demand for 
baby chicks apparent. 

Near record supplies affected 
price little. 

Holiday demand especially for small 
birds, strong. Increase from 
Octoberat' 0.5 cents per pound. 

11, .... ··1&1,.. ...... , record levels. 

I Increase in young stock. Receipts 
of fov1 are below last year. 

11 Correction: In last month's summary, the October 1945 egg-feed ratio vas given as 19.5. This should have 
been 14.4. gj End of month. 31 Average 193943. 

.' 
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SUMMA.RY 

Under the 1946 pFiee supuort program for eggs, nurchases of dried 

whole, frozen and graded shell eg~s are to be made SG that prices received 

by farmers m~v av~~age 29 cents ~er dozen durine; the flush nroduction 
f) ( "'<j \ t"l j)~ (. f -" ..' .. :'1' , 

season., ,'This average "price is expected to return at least qo nercent of 

par~ty" as required by the Steagall Amendment. The new sunuort nrogram was 
~ : ., • .; ~ ,I ':. ..~ 

announced by the U. S. Denartment of Agriculture on December 27. 
. ". ".,!.-, • 

Tenta~ive national goals for noultry and egg "production in 1946 
~r, ,- , ~ • 

w~re announc~d by the U.S.D.A. on December 5. These goals. comnared 

with indicated 1945 out"put, call for a decrease of 15 nercent i~ e~g . ~ , ' 

-produc,~~on. of 17 :oercent in number of chickens raised. and of 10 "percent 

in number of turkeys raised. . ' .. "., '. . 

were ?nnounced • 
.,." .. .,. ,-, , 

N~ production goals for commercial broilers 

Because of the large late hatch in 1945. egs prbQuction ~n 1946 

-probably wi~~l reach its seasonal -peak somewhat later than in recent years. 

Farm egg production in the first 0.uarter of 1946 nrob~bly will be larger than 

in the corresuonding period of 1945. but by mtd-year.may begin to fall below 

1945 levels. 
. ~ _ t': ,1<1 • 

Civilian demand is expected to rel!la:~n. fai..t.i~jt~bng. although 

it will be weaker than in 1945 when consumer incomes-were~at a record level 
.' { .! • "" i ... ,~ 

e.nd sU-p-plies of red meat were short'. An excess of ~u"pnly over demand at .. 
support -pr1'C6l!! will -ex1!st .~u:ring the flush eg;;s; '-prdduction Mason, unless 

export demand is much stronger than now indicated~' ,-, 
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Larger ci vilian::-sU:'P1iReir~:f:: ciii,cke.n. meat "w11i·.\~~-~~~~~~·;·~:-·"tne 
first h: if ~f 1 g46 than ia any corr~~pop:dj.1,1g "eriod.· Commercial cold 

storage holdings on Decembet 1 were tpe largest ror that date in the 35 

yea.rs of record. Commercial broiler o,ut'Put, at least 'for the first quarter 

of 1946, will be ahead of ~ cotres"bnding per~od of record. Culling of 

hens on farme: will be ste'P"e~ up, if. the 'P'ros-necti ve" decl'ine iIl egg prices 

takes "Ole>ce. Military 'Procurement will be negligible comoared with that 

in the war years. 
r' 

Off-season turkey cons1l!;l'Ption (February throue:h Au~st) ·1ri."lQ46 will 

be the ll'lrgest 01\ record •. ,C.o-mmercial cold storage ~t6'Cks on 'D~d~mb;; i total­

sa. Rbout 60 millil'tll. ::n~1,lnd,s ,.',.:fa,T.- great eT than Doee!i1her'1 sh~k8 (tf any previ.ou~ 
, , ~ . 

year. 
.. ' t' 

In addi t1on?~ the nu.mbe:r: of' breeder hens on fanQ.s January 1,' 1946 
. " ~.;. '. I r 

. , 
may not be }IfUCl) .0..1 ffe:r,~nt.-: .. :f·rom, .the recG> rd' num'1!Dsr on h1lnd' a :rear earli er. 

SU"Ol)lie~ rlf 'P<?ultz:y.·:o.r,oducts available for civilians ~~ere ~t or near 

record rates during November. Marketings of chicken meat in November were 

the second largest o~. reco.rd for the month, being exceeded 'only in November 

1943. The record turkey- yl'O'P ·resill ted in heavy marketi~e;s. Egg 'Production 

in November was onl~r 1 -oarcef). t ,beVnlf the November 1 ')44 rec~rd. Des-pi te 

, \ , " , ,,'-
the la.rge mar'kettng~ during .the month, wholesale and retall "Oroces were at 

or near eeiling levels for eggs, chickens. and turkey~, exec'Pt for light-

weight chiekens and heavy 'II·omturkeys. 

~ Productiol". in 19,46.P;ro-bably . 
Will Reach its Peak Later 

Than in Recent"Years· 

OUTLOOK 

, .. 

December 27. 1945 
, .f .~ .: ,: ~ •• 

E~g 'Production in 1946 probably will reach its "Oeak late because of 
the large late hatch of chicks for repla.cement "Ourposes .... es."Oecially in the,'; 
Midwest. For the countrya.g. a- wholoe, the seasonal '-peak in 'e~g 'Produdion 
usually i.e reached about mid-A'Pril. However, the nQrtheae.~ .. and W&9''b CoaS"li' ~~" 
have their seaBonaL.peaks ee.rliert-na1i'·1hid-A-pril and the Midwest, usually 
has its 'Peak s~mewhat later. The number of l)otential layers,qn £arms. . 

,!,! . 
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December 1, 1945, 
December 1, 1944. 
""ere pullets. 

totaline 508 millio~, was 2 percent larger than on 
Of this ~umber, e, ·,much larger pronortion than in 1944 

Egg production durin;; the first quarter of 1946 probably will exceed 
tha.t in the first OUarter of 1945 and in the second auarter may Rbout 
eou~l that in the comparable period of 1945. However, when the flush 
production season is past, production probably will begin to drop below 1945 
levels. Prices received by farmers in the first half of lq4h will be lower 
than in the corresponding period of 1945, unless exuort demand is considerably 
stronger than now indicated, and pricef'l paid for feed will be at least as high 
as then. The egg-feed price ratio will be less favorable for egg production 
than in 1945, and below the lon.e;-time average, whieh ",'111 canse -niora 
intensive culling of hens than usual. As result, egGS production after mid-
1946 probably will be ~maller than in the latter half of 1945. 

The proST"ecti ve change in egg-feed price ratio a1 so may affect the 
rate of lay. In 1945, e?e; production per layer Wa!'l 8t a record level-about 
20 pbrcent above pre-,.,ar-due in part to intensive feeding. 

Civilian Demand for Eggs 
Modera.tely Bel;W-1945 

Civili1'ln deml'1,nd for egt"s in 194F is exuectecl to be weaker than in 
1945, reflectine some decline in consumer pnrchasing power as well as the 
incre-ase in meat sU1)')lies. l'he 8utrply of meat in 194b is e:roected to be 
fedrly well in balance with clemand at ceiline; price!". During the first 
half of lQ45, when egg prices were generally neRr ceilings, per ca"ita 
ee-g consumption was at an animal rate of well over 400 e.c;gs per -person, 
""ith >'orne rGY;l-Fl~0miint ·"of d£"f:R for me'.';lt t~kin<!n:race,~.t that ti:'"1c. AS"meats 
become more plentiful, the uer capita const~~tion of eggs probably will 
decline moder.?tely from levels reached in the first half of 1945. In 
October and ?Jovember 1945, tentative data indicate an annual rate of egg 
consumption of 340 to 3110 eggs per person. However, the seasonally-low 
egg supnlies \';ere not fnlly sufficient to Ir.t"et demand at the ceiling -prices. 

Through most of the first quarter of 1946., the civilian suP"Oly of 
ege,sprobably ''''ill "be fairly well in balance wi th demand, at prices somewhat 
above sU"t);)ort levels. AftEr the first quarter, the sUp1')ly is likely to 
exceed. demand, and Government measures probably will be neces'iary to 
supuort -prices At 90 1)ercent of pari t~T. The "Ourchase program to effect 
such sU'Pnort already has ,een announced.. 

The decline in req1.iirements of the armed forces from 1945 levels 
will bring a reduction of about 70 percent in military nrocurement of eggs in 
1946, com-Pf'red to 1945 when about 400 to 500 million dozen eggs went for 
military nse. However, this reduction will have relatively sm1'lll effect unon 
the total volume of demand, as demobili3e.tkn ot milit~I7p'erS6ime11llll1increase the 
size of the civilie.n. nll'lrket. Per ca-pita'dis8ppearl'mce of e~gs and egg products 
for the military forces \"as about one fourth greater than for the civilian 
population, but a. large 1)ortion of the military consumption, probably about 
one-third, was in the form of dried egg8. Thus, there will be a shift in 
demand. on the "pRrt of d.emobili3ed mili tary personnel from concentrated 
egg products to fresh shell eggs. 
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Off-season Turkey Meat Consumpti0n 
to be a Record --- ,.~ •.• ",:. : , 'I 

Supp',iesof turkey meat from February through AUgUst are largely from 
two sour,ces, (1) slaught~r' or" breeder hens curing tl:\.e s}?'ring months, mainly 
Avril and £J1ay, and (2) cQld storage', stocks. Colcl'8t~:rag;e stocks in 1946 
are expect ed to yi eld' a rmfch ).ar'g·er than usual, quan t:i. tv of turkeys. 
Civilian consumption of tur'keyw'ill be at the highes't .rateon record for 
the FebrR'lry-August pRriQo;. A large }ortion of this consumtpion will be 
in restaurants and, insti tuti"ons • 

. "'1. ' ... 

The supply of t~r.lr~y mea.t available frl)m 'breeder' he!).s .in the coming 
spring ')robably will ,be aboutns large 'as 'the record' $U'oply- irtthe- spring 
of Ig45.The good rR,turns from tury:ey :Jrod1ictinn in the',last :3 years will 
induce growers, to keel) a large nUmber of breeders on farms through the 
winter. ~he nu.:nber of brei3der'hens on farms January I, 19,45 was 4.7 million 
hens compared with'4.4,m.ilUon'bn' JanuRry 1, 1944 arid the January 1,1939-43 
average of 4.1 miilicm.' ' 

Turkey meat su~plies to be available from cold storage in February 
through August will be the largest on record, the 'total ''Orobably eYc-eeding 
6() million. 'pounds. ~,o.mm;erclal stocks i'n cold' storage ,on" Dec6TJlb.er 1 were 
more than ,60 million yc')Unds, a total larger than in any reqent year and 
almost double the prev!ar average stocks' for that date. -In yeA.rs ;i,mmediate1y 
before the war, thete wereindicA.tions of increAsed turkey-:-meat consumption 

, during the off season~, 'T~enet storage out-movement 'wa;s, increasing, and 
in the early 194~ls the I)u.i;-of-stora~e·movement in this season totaled , 
over 50 "Jillion pl)unds, 12 :oercent of the previous ye8,r's production. The 
net out-movement in the late 1930 l s averaged only about 20 million pounds. 
In 1943, 1944 and 1945, the off-season movement w~s limited by Govern~ent 
actions. 

Table 1 • .,.. Turkeys: Het out-movement, 'Oroc.uction, and llet out-movement 
_- ,as percentage 'of preiTious yeo,r 1 s production 

Year 

1929 : 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 . 

Net 
out­

movement 

Mil. lb. 

10 15 
11.6 
6.2 

13.2 
15 .. 1 
18.2 
19·9 
16.4 
35.6 

Net out-:: 
movement :: 

t, 1.1et out-
: movement 

:Production: as per- ::: Net :Production:, as per-
(dressed :centageof:: Year out- ' (dressed: centage of 
weight) : previous :: : movement weight) previous 

- year 1 s ' , - year's 

Mil. lb. 

212.7 
215.9 
214.0' 
264.4 
297.5 
283.8 
267.3 
361.4 
345.5 

:production~....;:-,,: ___ -'-_____ -,,",--_ .... __ ,: -production 
Pe'rc'en't :: Mi1~ lb. ,Mil. lb. Percent 

5.5 
2.g 
6.2 
5.7 
6.1 
7.0 
6.1 
9:9 

: : 
: : 1938 ,: 
: : 1939 
: : 1940 
:: 1941 
: :1942 
: :1943 
:a944 

" ;: 1945 
:. : . , .. 

. 
" 

24~2 
20·3 
53.6 
57.1 
51.6 
32·5 
26.0 
56.3 

, -354.8 
422.3 
482.2 
467.6 
496."') 
466~2 
5ti7.1 

1/675.0 

7.0 
5.7 

12.7· 
11.S 
11.0 
6.6 
5.,6 

10.3 , 

11 T~tative indication. 
--_: ... 



Chicken ~ Su-pnly to be Large; 
Pric8s about unchanged 

- 8 -

The surmly of chicken meat available for civilians in the first half 
of 1946 probably will hI'> t.he largest on record for the 6 months, with the 
-possible exceution of those in that -period of 1~43. Cold storage stocks are 
now larger than in an;y "Crcvious year. :Because of lower egg "Orices, culling 
in 1946 -probably will b'e much larger than usua,!. Commercial broiler out-put 
will qonti"uue large and may equal .the 1945 record •. 

Cornmercial hatchery out"Out during NO'lrember of 39 million chicks 
exceeded that of any urevious November and was 27 nercent above the total 
for November 1944. These chicks are -primarily for meat "Our-poses. Hence, 
out"Out of cOIlllIlercial broilers in 1946, at least through the first quarter 
of 1946,' wil'i be. larger than in 1945. There was a slight recession in the 
number of chicks -olaced in broiler houses immediately following VJ-Day. 
Since early Seutember, -prices received bygro'IIIers have strengthened and 
hatch,ings ha.ve been maintained at a relatively high level. Returns to 
cOlrUn8rcial broiler €:l'owers, thou,e;h less than in the earlier months of 
1945, are about eQual to those in col-:tnarable months of 1944. 

Commerci~l sto eks of chicken meat as of December. 1 ,,,ere the largest 
on record for tlwt d.ate. Total poullbry meat stock!", exclud~ng turkeys, 
amounted to 250 million nounds, of which about 25 million ncunds were 
Governr.lent-owned. The remaining 225 million "Oounds o·f commercially-owned 
stock.s were about double the average of nreW8.r holclings. A larS'e -portion 
of th,ese holdings-about 45 "Oercent--consisted of broil~rs, fryers, and 
roasters, ' and. probably are being held chiefly for reetaur'r::nt and institutional 
use and ~or processing. 

, frices reclli ved by farmers for chickens durin/?; the first half of 
1946 are 8X'Dected to remain about at -present levels. "These nrices. there­
fore, are exnected to be below the record neaks reached in the snrin~ 
and Sl,unmer of 1945. when sales at above-ceiling prices were reuorted. 
The increase in civilian suuuly of chickens for 1946 com-pared with 1945 .~ 
will first result in increased consumption without much change in -price, 
The average nri'ce received by fRrmers :tror chickens in the first 6 months 
of 1945 WqS 25.6 cents a: pound com-pared with 15 cents uer uound, the 
1935- 39 .average for january-June. 

~g~ Produ~tion ~ Percent 
. Less ThAn Last Year --.-- ----,----. ----. 

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 

Farm e~g "Oroduction during November w~"S 246 mill~on dozen, 1 percent 
below November 1944, but otherwise the largest .on recorq. for November.. In 
the. 'first 11 months of 1945. egg Clroduct:ion a£!grea:ated 4.3 million dozen, a 
total 5 "Ocrcent below that' in the corresT)ondina: "Oeriod of 1944. The average 
number of layers on farms durin£! the first 11 months C'f 1945 'IIIas 308 millioh, 
which is 7 uercent less than the 11 month total for 1944. But the rate of 
lay,' at 143 e,f'"gs per layer, was 2 -percent above that 'in 1944. The record 
rats oJ lay ,,;as due part;l.y to favorable egg prices and a favorable egg-feed 
price ratio during most of the y·ear. Also, feed sUPYJlies were ample, 
-permi ttin£! a Ii berRl rate ef feeding. The long run influence of improvements 
both in the type of birds and in noultry husbandry -practices, contributed 
to the high rate of lay. In addition, the weather was favorable for egg 
production during most of 1945. 
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Prices Received by Farmers for. Chicken 
and Eggs not so Favorable iihen 
--Com;ared with Feed P~ice-s---

Av.arae,e nrices received by farmers in mid-Ho,,-ember for 'eggs, chickens, 
and turkeys showed about the usual seasonal change~ tro~' mid-October. The 
av.arage nrice farmers received for eggs was 47.1 cents nor dozen, 3.7 cents 
more than ant-he nrevious November 15, and eaual to 100 nercent of '-parity. 
Farm chicken nrices per 1')ound deClined from 24.3 cents to 23.Q cents in the 
30-day ne-riod ending in mid-November. On th~t date the average price of 
chicken mel'lt was 0.1 cent ner nound less than on November 15. 1944. The 
price received for turkeys increa!';ed 0.5 cent -per nound from October 15 to 
November 15. but at 33.0 cents it "ms 0.8 cent belOW" that of the -prevfous 
year. 

e. In ~enera1. wholeaale and retail nrices of T)ou1try nroducts in Novem-

e-

ber, excent for heavy-weie,ht turkeys and light-weight chickens, were at or 
near ceiling levels. A strong demand nrevailed, reflecting the high level 
of consum:cr' nurchasing nower and some shortages of red meats. 

Comoared "lith feed nrices, -prices receiYed by farmers for eggs and 
chickens in mid-November were not as favorable as those for other 1i yestock 
enternrises And were below the long-ti!lle ayerages. As recently as last 
surmner, thi s rela tionshin '"as at least as favorable to, nroCtuction ofe.e;gs p.,nd 
chickens as to other tynes of livestock -prod.uction. 

,S-
Table 2.- Livestock-feed nriee ratiol\,snecified dates 

: Averaf!.e-11._ : -- 1945 __ : 19}405&s 
:per.centa"o of f1..,er~ 

· · , 
Item :~uly 15: November 15 July 15 November 15 : July 15: November . 

" 
: : . ,Percen-1 ' Percent 

Egg--feed - . 11.3 16.9 13.1 15.9 '116 94 • III ...... 

Chicken-feed •. : 8.4 8.2 9.8 g,,'o 117 qg 
Turkey-feed · 8.3 10.3 11.5 11.1 139 109 .... 
Milk-feed · 1.15 1.40 ,Y 1.35 Y 1.4g - 117 106 ........ 
Eutter·fat-feed.: _ 22.4 26.7' Y :!7.5 ?J 2g.1 1 23 ' 109 
l!0~corn · 11.5 12_.8, ' 12.5 12.8 loq 100 ....... ".' 

· 11 Foregg;:-fe~d' anC\ chick.an~feed;.the average is for 1Q3tL:43,' o.thers 19'2~. 
Y Including dairy nroduction payments. 

Marketings of Poultry Large 

Slaughter of chi.cken meat durin.!'; lfovemher and early December was, with 
the "possible exe.eption of that in 1943, the largest op. record. for the neriod. 
Receipts of Ii ve nou1 try at tne Midw8st Primary Markets for the 4 ''leeks 'ended 
December 14, on a ner-~lant basis, 28,000 ~ounds, was 13 nercent lRrger than 
in that -period of 1944~ and w~s exceeded only in the corresnondtng neriod 
of 1943. 1i.ecei-pts of tressed 'OoUltry at the 4 -prinCinal markets Were the 
largest on record for the four weeks. ' 

15 
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The lare-e lM-rketin~s of fe,rr.l chicken meat reflected the near-record 
numbers of chi~kens r~ised during 1945, totR1~n~ 821 million. The total 
raised in lQ45 was 10 ~erc€nt 1ar~er then thP:t in 1944 and is exceeded only 
by the 934 million raised in 1943, In addi t1on,- cornmercift1"'broiler 'Produc­
tion in ;1.945 Mt a new hi;;h record. 

, Civilian su~~lies ~f noultry meat in the late f~~l were ~robably 
8~ record levels.. Procurement by the ~,rmed forces fll1r this nert of the 
year was far less than in any comparable ~eriod of the war years .. 

Into-Storage Movement of Poultry 
Sets R New Record in~ovember ---- - --- ------

Reflecting the large m~rketings of chickens and turkeys, the into-
storage moyement of noul try during N'oyember was the lA r.qoeRt for any month .. 

_:in the '35 ye;:\rs of record. Total in-moyement of all nou:1,try durin.e: 
November was 82./) million "Y'ounds, three-qup-rters of R million ~ounds 
more then the larr-e Uctnber-moyement. The nrewar aver~ee in-movement 
for November ~?s about Uo ~illion 'Pounds. 

Tot~ll stocks I f 
ducks, amounted to 242 
wore Government-o~Nned. 
'Previous year and more 

fro zen "Ooul tryon December 1, ex'~luding turkeys and 
million nJunds, of which, les~ than 25 million nounds 

Commercially-owned stocks were ereater than in any 
than double the ,.,rewa~ average. 

Shell E.e:g Stock's Negligible 

Cold storage holdings of shell eggs on December 1, amounting to 
309,00Q cases; were equivalent to only one-third of the holdine:s on December 
1, 1944,.1?n<1 to. about one-fourth of tbe lwerege 'Orewnr December 1 holdings. 
This stock nosit,ion is as low as thAt usually reached at the seasonal low 
-potnt in Februazw or March. The into-stprage movement of eggs· last s,.,ring 
Wr-lS below norT!lRl, and stocl,s at the ~easonf).l neak on June I were less than 

, half as lnrge. as' the aver~ge 'Orewar I'ltocks on thA.t date. The -strong demand -_ 
for shell eegs this f~'l w~s res'Oonsible for ~he lArge o~t-moye~ent. 

. Frozen~egg withdraw21s during Noyember t~tAlled 27 millio~ 'Pounds, 
which is more th:m in any November :orior to lCj42 but if' loss t·Mn. in 
No_:v-ember "f 1942, 1943 :'md 1944, wh.en withdr::l.wals of frozen e,e:gs for 
dehydration were IAre:e. Total froz.en egg stocks on December 1·,. a,t 1,55 
million nounds, were almost double the 1935-3q average. Howev.er, more 
~han'50 million pounds of these oggs were Goyernment-owned. 

THE 1 9 46 POULTRY AND :B:GG GOAL S AND 
EGG PRICE SuPPORT PROGRAM 

The 1946 -pri ce sun-port -prOerp I:l for eggs was ~mnounced by the United. 
States Denartment of A~riculture on December 27. In the ,flush--production 
season, nrices are t~ be s~'O"Oorted ~o ~s to n~ovide an avera~e return to,' 
farmers of 29 cents ner dozen. Regional differentiRls will nrevai1 and 
sU'O-port nr1.ces will be lower in· the Midwest thAn in cOFlsta1 areas. The 
29-cent average nrice is exoected to reflect at least 90 'Oercent of n~rity 
as. requi red by the Stea..fSel1 Arnendmen t. 
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The 'Prices will be sl11)Y)orted through Government .procurement of . . " -
dried whole, frozen, and ~raded shell e~?s. In the Midwe~t the 'Pro~ram 
will be c8rried on -primarily through nurchases of" '~J..~a.. . .whcl.e'..and: f»f)zen 
eggs, althou?h uurchases of ~raded shall e~~s ~re~~to:be made in localities 
where -processing f1'lcilities :'l.re not available. 

Tenta.tive np-tionAl ,goAls for "Oo'llltry nroducts in lC)46 were announced 
by the Denartment of A~lculture December 5. Oomn~~ with indicated. 
nroduction in 1945~ the lq46 goals call f~r reductions of 15 nercent in 
egg -production, 17 'P<'!rcent in the number of chickeM raised in farm flocks, 
and 10 'Oercent in the nll:'":lber of: turkeys raised. liTo .goal ,."as established 
for c6~~ercial broilers • 

. ' The eelal for e~ 'll!I'oduction w~s bpsed on the followi.n<? A.ssl1.1ned 
requirements: ca viltan.consu.'Iltltion of ~om~1.\rhl'lt more th;:m 340 ".?:<?s ner 
caui ta; ha.tching reauiz:e.'Ilents; reQ.uirement for the Armed forces: but no 
requirements for dri ed eggs f(')r exoort. Egf!-nrod.uction ~oA.ls have been 
exceeded in actual 'PerfQrmance each yc~r since the institution of goals 
in 1942. The T.lroduction .e:o~l for turkeys WI'S b?sed T.lrimFlrily on a ci"rUian 
requirement of slightly qver'4 T.lounda ner cP'Pita. 

1944 

1946 

TA.ble 3.- Goals pnd uroduction, "poultry and esgs, United States, 
1942-46 . 

____ --,'r..- ________________________ --- --_-

Year t ., 
Fprm 

'Production 
of eg~s 

Chickens 
r!nised 

- -.;"': --n"Mil. dot- "ThoUs. 

Goal 
.. -I . . ... . . . . . '" 

Actual ••••.• : 

Goal •. '" ..... : 
Actual ••.••• : 

Goal •....•.• : 
Actup..l .••..• : 

3,822 
4,028 

4,345 
4,521 

11 
11 

872,026 
933.965 

4~597 : B92,983 
4,823. 74q,643 ., , 

'1 . s"O - I' .v, ~L~t.. r( , " 

Goal ••..••.. ! -\- ), Q2Q. :~;", ICfj5 700,000 
IXldicFlted .•. :lflc-b~l+..·51-7 821,353. 

Tentl'lti ve 
goal ••.•• : 

Percentag~ : 
1946 go?l : 
is of 1945 •. : 

6g0,000 

85 

Commercial 
broilers 

ThoUs. 

:25l;3~0 

201,3g2 
231,086 

213.000 
310,000 

Turke~s 

'. raised 

Thous. 

37,002 
33,110 

j8,6Q9 
.32, C)70 

32,041 
3~.3Q7 

~l5 ,C'(:il ~' 
44,150 

39,700 

90 

Hens and 
'Pullets 
on f1'lrms 
Jan. 1 

~-~ 
Thous. 

42h,226 

455,337 
487,837 

540,812 
518,582 . ' 
420,000 
469,161 'U: I 

11 Slaughter from farm nroduction i.cludinf! broilers, exuected ~als, 3,420 
million uounds live wei~ht, and actual 'Production. 3,142 million uounds live 
weight. 
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'GHA.N<t~S IN qSMMERCIAL HA.TCHERY. k~~qd:TI~N" ~ .!- ," . , ........ , ." . 
I tOT'~' ~:' .. f 

CommerCial HC\. tehery In~U;!;! try .. Et'l.s .Sh,.,wn : '~<'1~': .': I' 
Ste~dy Growth Since 1930 . 

During the :pnsrt~ leI)' y;,e~:l'~s the commerci~l, h!,tc;nery industry MS grown 
stendily-. This' srowth' &'ts be~n I'I.ccom'O"I.nied by chl'l.nges "tn 'the ee~son~li ty of , 
coullerci~l chick product-i'On, 'l;arger proportion of the output now coming 'in the 
Inter m~nths of the yenr thnn ;formerly. 

I . 

In the decade between U130 and 1940, the increase in the nu.'!lber of chicks 
hr':tched by commercii'll h:'l.tCheri<;ls W,"1S due in lnrge :ol\rt to the' shift from fl'lrm 
llatchings·to conmercil'll onerl'l.t1ons p~d ~l~o to increpsed broiler output. The 
nuneer of chickens r~ised- e~ch;ye~r from 1930 to i940 fluctu~ted between 600 
and 750 million heA.d. ··After 1940, the number of chickens raised increased to 
more than,:, 900- million' {19Uj)., A.nd c?mm~rdl'll h~tching rose sharply.' .e 

The 193~-40 nv-er~g8 of '~54 mt;tlion chicks hA.tc,hed in co~erciRl hatcheries 
WP..S I'I.l!'!lost 50 percent p.l'ov:e the -1930 ... 32 Rvernge. About one-third of the increase 
w~s due to the incre:1se in broihr production. In 1945, commercial hatchings 
totl'l.led 1,600 million chicks, about hq1f of the increase nfter 1940 being 
I'lccounted for "by increqses' in brGi1er out",?ut. Prnctical1y all br,.,i1ers nre 
from commercially-h,q t.ched ('hicks. . ' . 

. In'the e-"1r1Y'1930"s, the ~:iliilber of chicks h<ttched by.commercial,lJ.atch-
eries wns:1ess thnn'hnl~ 0f thB totnl number rni~ed~ ,by 1940 this yroportion -
reached A.bout tb.r .... : ..... fot.rtl:L~ of the nu..'nb~r r~ised.· In 1945. neRrly. 90 percent 
of chic~s:rnised were cO~jerciRl~y h~~ched., 

~ • • I 

TRble 4.-Percentng'~ of "Chickens: Rt1.fsed 
_~~.' . H,".tched by Commerci<11 H~tcheries II" 

YG~,r : PDrcent Yer>,r Fercent 
--=1":;;938 70.3 1942 81.8 

1939 : 72.4 ,1943 S4.2 
194n .. ,'74.6 :: 1944 86,4 
1941 70.9 1945 88.6 

Y Dnt A f0r ye:>:.rs prior to 1938 not :-w"".i1:--.ble. , 
Gro"Tth of the c0h1mercia1 broiler incl.ustry hns been, 'Jrim~rily responsible 

for the ch~nges t~~t h~ve. come in th~ se~sonn1ity of h~tchery production. In 
th~ early 1930.1 s, o~lly 4 to 6 percent f)·f the totro.l hatch,', w~s' p"roduc.ed in 
the IFl.st 6 months of the yeRr. ComIlerdA.l broiler :orodue,"t'i'on in tMt period 
wns neglif;ible. In 1940, about 17 ~Jer('ent of the totA.1 n,u.m.ber oj chicks 
h-'J.tcned by co~nmerci.!\l h.c'1.tcht'ries wer,e hntched in-, rt.ne Inst six months of the 
yenr. In 1945, bec"1use of t.he strong den.rmd for 'chicken ,oe;,t,' commerc.inl 
hP.tchery out::;mt for July through Decemb€r Wn.s n:-;proxir.lnt~ly ~O percent of the 
totRl h~tch. (See tn.ble 5.) Hore th:-..n 300 mi}.lion broilers were produced 

. in 1945, compnred ItTi th 132 million in 1940 Rnd less thl1.n: 30 million in the 
eRrly 1 CJ 30 IS. . I • " .; •• ~,-':-I-,~:,:: ':-:-;f '"' ,. 

Largest Incrsnses ~ Chl1.n~es in Sel1.sonnlity 
on E::s t (lTn S ef' bOCi.rd 

Of the various regions of the country, the South At1antic region which 
contnins the D:al-Mar-Va area and which Rccounts for Ftbout 60 percent {')f the 
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commercial broiler production, has shown the largest increa~es and the greatest 
chans;es in ;:Easonali ty of co Plercial hatchery ;production. In this region, com­
merci~l hatchery production for the ~ast three years ha~ run about three times 
that of e?~ly lo~Ot~ and ahout double the 19~5-'8 average. The output from 
July t:hr(~u,gh December ha;: increp!,\pd ~reatly in }J!'oportion to the total, until 
no~oJ almo~t tv!o-fifth!'\ of the chick production comes in the last 6 months of the 
year, compared VIi th less than one-fifth prior to 19~5. The North Atlantic region 
na~ sho"m trends that are {'1imilar but not as strong. This region !'\upplies a 
number ~f chicks to the Del-Mar-Va area. 

In area!'\ "There chick production is primarily for laying purpose~, 
notajly in ihe Central· and t.he We~t~rn regions, hatcrery production has doubled 
from the p<:0-<4 1;eriod nnd is about one-third above the immediate prewar 
average (lo~5-~q). Some ch~n~e in ;:ea~onality has taken place in the Ea{'1t North 
Central States'mainly due to the inc'!'ea~e in coml'",ercial broiler production. 
However, in the We~t North Central and South Central States, little ch~nge in 
~easonali ty has occurred. The ~mallness of the increa~e in commercial chick 
production in the \ve~t-rn State~ is }Jrobably due to the fact trat egg production 
'vas lar~"',:ely a comrercial affair in the early 19 <:0' s, and a large proportion of 
chicks rn..' sed '}rere commercially hatC'hed even then. Little change in total egg 
production has occurred in that region duril-'€: the past 15 years, and the number 
of chickens raised r.'lS increased. little. 

J:-ostwar Outlook 

For the next few years co:n::1ercial hatchery output probably Nill decline 
from the unprec~d~nted levels reached in 194~ and 1945. but may be tqual to or 
larssr than in the early 1940' s. If a 10=to-20 perCEnt dowmlard readjustment 
in eg~ }?roducticn occurs by 1947, the nurrib-:-r of chick~ raised on farms for flock 
r~placement 1,urpo!'-es will be aHJroximately 600 mil} :on to 700 million, a;:suming 
continuation of the present ratio of pullets and hens. On that basis, the out­
put of chicks by commercial hatcheries for egg laying purpc~es would total 
700 million to 900 miLLion cr, icks. 

e- In addi tion, '"i th a stron~er demand for .chicken meat than before the 
war and ",i th f\ decrease in chicken meat production' from gem·ral farIIi flocks. 
commerc; ,-:;1 broiler ]JI'o(luction in the next fe'v years may rer.1ain about the same' 
as or ev-n increa"E" from the high levels reached during the war. Commercial 
broiler production may be in the neighborhood of ~OO million to 750 million 
oirl~ Df-r year. T~i~ '"ould require an additional ~25 million to <75 mill_ion 
cO~1Cerci~~lY7h?tched r~ic~s. Hence, hatch9ry outnut for the next few years may 
t()t~,l e. b1.1110n to a hJ.11.J./m ::'no. a <1un.rt€r of chic1:s, cor.nared with C;!)O million 
~hick: in t~e ir.medi~,te :ore-\1Tar YP;;:1,TS, ;:mcl the 1,600 million record reA.ched in' 
.. 943-<~nd 19+5 .. 

l.vith further increases in cOf,1mercial broiler production some increase i 
hatchery output in the areas in and ~urrounding 'o:nmercial broiler regions 
would occur. But this "'0uld be ac('om]'anied by s:r~arp reductions in total 
output in areas ",hert-') chicks are hatchi?d primarily for flock rep1acem;:.nt pur­
po~;::;s. Also, the increased output of commercial broilers '",ould tend further 
to 8ven out the sf.-asonality in the comm~rcia1 hatchery industry. 



tAbl. 5. - Wuber ot chicks hatched b;y cOllllercia1 hatcheriu. ·u.nua1 and J~-December total •• 
and JU7-December • ,. a percentage of annual to Ga..L.. '11. • • .... d region •• 19~o-'J4.5. i 

o 

United Stat.. I Worth Atlantic la8t Worth Central : We8t Worth Jentra1 ·1 
Y . I :Ju1y-Dec.' I : July-Dec" :Ju1y-Dec..: :July-Dec. 

ea! ~ 1 f Y-~.· • -,- • 'Jul . .... I total I "U y- laar per- !oW I Vl.J...L.y- • a8 per- • Total .""..,-la8 per- • Total: 7- la8 per- ~. 
: Dec. :centage I I Dec. : centage: I I Jet. Icentage :: I Dec. leentage U1 

:of total I : of total: : lof total I lot total 
IlL.. Mil. Pilrcent !lL. H1L.. Percent m... m... Percent Mil. !!L..' JI~rcent 

1930 : 671.6 29.1 4.3 88.8 5.0 5.6 19~.9 6.2 3.2 194.2 1.8 0.9 
1931 I 516.2 34.8 E.7 74.9 6.2 8.3 139.4 6.2 4.4 163.0 3.1 1.9 
1932 ~:. 537,.4 34.3 6.4 82.0 4.8 5.8 166.5 10.6 6.4 165.7 )., 2.0 
193;5 ;f. 584.5 23.7 4.1 89.9 5.4 6.0 181.5 6.3 -3.4 184.2 2.0 1.1 
19~ I 525.9 31.2 5.9 86.2 10.1 11.7 151.2 ~.5 3.0 1H.3 1.6 .9 
1935 649.7 53.9 8.3 101.7 12.6 12.4 196.8 10.5 5.3 205.8 6.9 3.3 
1936 790.1 51.1 6.5 124.1 11.4 9.2 233.8 10.5 4.5 24&.7 5.3 2.1 
1937 687.6 56.2 8.2 108.3 14.8 13.7 199.1 9.9 5.0 196.9 5.0 2.5 , 
1938 785.7 113.7 14.5 119.9 25.6 21.4 222.8 25.9 11.6 229.1 16.7 7-.3: -- . , 
19;59 916.4 131.6 14.4 131.7 28.2 21.4 247.5 28.7 11.6 268.1 20.0 7.5' 
1~ : 859.3 133.8 15.6 120.4 21.0 22.5 235.7 29.4 12.; 249.9 17.1 6.8 
1941 : 1,093.3 194.5 ).1.8 . 155.5 41.3 26.6 291.7 44.1 '15.1 311.~ 24.4 7.8 
1942 r 1,280.3 229.4 11.9 185.2 49.5 26.7 323.8 45.4 14.0 367.2 29.6 8.1 
1~;5 : 1,609.1 281.3 17.5 235.3 ~6.4 24.0 398.8 56.3 14.1 446.0 38.1 8.5 
1~ : 1,288.5 183.8 '14.3 190.2 41~2 21.7 310.9 27.9 9.0 365.8, 13.3 3.6 ~ 
19451/1 1,600.0 320.0 20.6 260.0 70;0 27.0 400.0 70.0 17.5 400.0 28.0 7.0 

South Atlantic South Central Western 
. -, 

1930 46.8 3.8 8.2 66.0 3.0 4.5 80.9 9.2 11.4 
1931 39.1 5.0 12.7 38.2 3.0 8.0 61.6 11 .. 4 18.4 
1932 36.5 4.5 12.3 38.0 3.3 8.6 48.6 7.8 16.0 
193;5 36.2 4.2 11.6 4;5.9 2.0 4.5 <, 48;7 3.9 . 8.1 
19~ 33.0 5.7 17.14. ~.1 2.l+ 7.1 44.1 6.9 15.5 
1935 ~1.5 6.4 15.5 44.9 5.9 13.2 59.1 11.6, 19.6 
1936 49.8 8.9 17.8 62.8 4.7 7.5 73.6 ,10.4 14.1 
1937 52.0 9.4 18.1 61.1 5.0 8.2 70.2 12.? 17.3 
1938 67.7 22.3 32.9 80.1 11.0 13.7 66.1',12.2. 18.5 
19;59 92.0 29.4 31.9 96.6 12.5 13.0 8~5 1?7 15.8 
1940 , . 103.6 36.5 35.2 86.2 ~2.3 14.3 6:3.6, 11.5 18.0 
1941 136.3 50.1 3648 116.1 \8.1 15.6, 82.3 16.4 20.0 
1942 168.0 63.4 37-.8 141.8 20.9 14.7 94.3 2Q.6 21.9' 
1943 222.5 81.3 36.6 185.4 24.5 13.2 120.6 23.6 '19.6 
1944 193.2 66.8 34.6 130.3 15.8· 12.2 94.8 17.8 '18.7 
1945 '!J: . 260.0 91.0 35.0 150.0 24.0 16,,0 1;0.0'·37.0 '28.5 

i7 Dat! for 1945 part17 estimated. 

~ e 'f~ •• 


	00000139
	00000140
	00000141
	00000142
	00000143
	00000144
	00000145
	00000146
	00000147
	00000148
	00000149
	00000150
	00000151
	00000152

