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Commercial hatchery output in 1943-45 was nearly three times the 1830-3% average
and about double the 1935-39 average. This steady upward movement was due to a shift
from farm hatching to commercial production of oaby chicks, to expansion of the commercial
broiler industry, and, during the war, to increases in chickens raised for flock re-
placement purposes.

The increase in commercial hatchery output has been more pronounced in the second
half than in the first half of the year, refliecting a rapid growth of the commercial
broiler industry. Late-hatched chicks are used almost exclusively for production of
broilers.
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The Poultry and Egg Situation at a Glance

3 3 : H ! :
Average
Item N Unit ¢+ Month ¢ s 198k ¢ 1 : Comments about 1
: [ onth ¢ gy M 19 H5
H b.T:4: ] :
Tarm production ...,.........: Million dozen Nov. 157.8 250.1 246.,5 : Exceeded only in 1G4k,
Average number of layers i H
On farMS ..eveveseenenecns?t  Milllon " 321.0 Lo4.0 390.6 : About normal culling during the
: : month.
Bate of lay per hen .........: Fumber . 5.8 7.4 7.6 : A record for the ninth consecutive
. H : month,
Apparent civilian per capita @ :
consumption .....eieaeaaaad Funber L 22 28 28 1 Supplies insufficient to meet full
: : demand.
. ! : . :
Farm price ...... feeereenane .: Cents per dozen " 32,2 b3.h 47.1 1 Equal to previous World War II
: t high of Hovember 1543,
Farm price as percentage H H .
of PATItY tcveevcnnrosonnat Percent " 79 92 160 :
Retail price (BAE) ........ ..:Cents per dozen Oct, 38.8 56.9 59.1
Zgg-feed ratic 1/............: Pounds feed Eov. 16.9 15.3 15.9 ¢ Not as favorable as other livestock-
. . H feed price ratios.
Stocks: 2/ : :
Shell .....evceevcesseccaat 1,000 cases " 1,915 1,045 309 : Commercially-owned stocks estimated
: : at 213,000 cases,
: : H
Frozeh ....... teeesseceesst 1,000 cases L 2,749 5,871 4.k + About one~third are Government-
. ot owned, part of which may be sold
3 : in commercial channele,
Dried sicecesscersnsenssset Million pounds " -— 110 25 H
: :
Chicks hatched ......... PR Million " 18.5 31.0 39.3 : Exceeded any previous November,
s ¢ Little decline in demand for
H H baby chicks apparent.
Potential layers on farms 2/ & Million " 3/ u59.8  M97.2 507.9 ¢
' B 2 H
Pullets not of laying age ...: Million * 3/ 9.9 80.0 100.0
Farm price of laying mash ...:Dollars per cwt, " — 3.55 3.66 :
t :
H Poultry H
Farm price of chickens ......:Cents per pound Fov, 15.6 24,0 23.9 : Near record supplies affected
H . H price little,
~ Farm price as percentage H
of parity ...eecsvvveeeea..3  Percent . 100 123 120
Retail price of chicken (BAE):Cents per pound Oct. 32,9 W0 5.2

Farm price of turkeys .......:Cents per pound FKov. 3_/ 22._3 '33.8 33.0 Holiday demand especially for small
’ birds, strong. Increase from
Octoberof 0.5 cents per pound,

Ferm price as percentage

of parity ......... cesrenal Percent " 109 137 131
Stocks: 2/ 1
1
Poultry, excluding turkey : Million pounds " 121,37 176.6 2U6.1
H . Commercially~owned at record levels,
TurKeys .oeovvoeensecsesnosi Million pounds " 20.6 67.5 75.4
Chicken-feed ratio ......... .: Pounds feed . 8,2 8.5 8.0
Purkey-feed ratic ...........: Pounde feed . 10.3 11.9 11,1
Receipts of poultry at B
Central ¥estern Primary @ Increase in young stock. BReceipts
Markets, per plant .......: Thousand pounds * 32.3 28,8 3’&,_0 of fowl are below last year,

“ 6 % o5 es es Se Be e ®s €4 S4 4e aa s we wa WE B se eb ee e se s se

3 :
1/ Correction: In last month's summary, the October 19U5 egg-feed ratio was given as 19.5. This should have
_been 14 4. 2/ End of month, 3/ Average 1939-43, .
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SUMMARY
Under the 1946 price supvort program for eges, purchases of dried

whole, frozen and graded shell eggs are to be made so that prices received

. £la v
- s by ~
N ¥ L{l/

season. This average price is expected to return at least Q0 percent of

by farmers may average 29 cents per dozen durine the flush production

parity, as required by the Steagell Amendment. The new supvort nrogram was
_announced by the U. S. Devartment of Agriculture on December 27,

Tentative national goals for wmoultry and eeg pmroduction in 1946

were announced by the U.S.D.A. on December 5. These goals, comvared
wéth ipdicated 19&5‘outnut. call for a decrease of 15 vpercent in egg

production, of 17 vercent in number of chickens raised, and of 10 percent

- .

in number of turkeys raised. No production goals for commercial dbroilers

.. v .

were announced,
T e p . -,

Because of the large late hatch in 1945, egeg prdduction in 1946

v o

probably will reach its seasonal peak somewhat later than in recent years.
Farm egg production in the first ouarter of 1946 vrobably will be larger than
in the corresvonding period of 1945, but by mid-year.may begin to fall below

19M5 levels., Civilian demand is expected ﬁéhremé;@.faégi&:égigng, although

it will be weaker than in 1945 when consumer incomes were at a record level

. .
4 L

: [ .
and supplies of ;ed meat were short. An excess of supnly over demand at
support prides will “ex¥st during the flush ege production seagon, unless

export demand is much stronger than now indicated:’
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Larger c*vilian‘ﬁdﬁﬁfies 6% chlcken meat will be»ava&iable in tHé
first he Lf of 1946 than in any corresponding pericd. Commercial cold
storage holdings on December 1 were the largest for that date'in thé 35
years of record. Commercial broiler cutput at least for the first quarter
of 1946, will be shead of any corresnondvne neriod of record., Cullxng of
hens on farme will be stepned up, 1f.$§e prosnective decline in egg ﬁrices
takes place, Military vrocurement will be negligible compared with that
in the war years, _
Off-season turkey consumption (February through Auguét)-{nulgﬁS will
be the largest on recérd ..Commercial cold storage stocks ,ﬁtggggmﬂg; i'total;
ed about 60 milliaxz vounds,-far greater than Doeember 1 stocks ef any prev1ous.
year. In addition,. the number! of breeder ‘hens ‘on farﬂm January l 19#6 o
may not be much different. from. the record number on hand & year earlier.kj .
Supnlies of voultry products available for civ1lians were at or near ‘
record rates during November. Marketings of chicken meat in No%éﬁﬁef were.
the second largest p@.recqrd for the month, being exceédéd‘oﬁiy iﬁ Ngvémber‘
1943, The record turkey crop resulted in heavy markefiﬁg§. .Eég producfion |
in November was only 1 wpercent, belaw the Noﬁembér lﬁhh reéér&. Desnite
the large marketings during the month, wholésale and rétaii ﬁfoéeé were aﬁz
or near ceiling levels for eggs, chickens, and turkeys, exeept for ligﬁi;L ‘

weight chickens and heavy btom turkeys.

Yoy

— Deééﬁ%eé 27, 19&5.4
N OUTL.OOK N
Ige Production in 1946 .Probably

Will Heach its Peak Later
Than in Recent Years -

A R - Ay

Eeg production in 1946 probably will reach its peak late because of

the large late hateh of chicks for replacement vurvoses,. esvecially in the:
Midwest, ZFor the country -as a whole, the seasonal peak in egg production

usually is reached about mid-April. However, the Hortheast and West Coast -
have their seasonal. peaks earlier thHan mid-April and the Midwest, usually
has its peak snmewhat later. The number of votential layers.on farms -

¥




THE EGG SITUATION
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December 1, 1945, totaling 50% million, was 2 percent larger than on
December 1, 194k, Of this number, = -much larger provortion than in 19Uk
were pullets.

Zge production during the first quarter of 1946 probably will exceed
that in the first ouarter cf 1945 and in the second auarter may about
equal that in the comparable period of 1945. However, when the flush
production season is vast, production prohadly will begin to droo below 1945
levels. Prices received by farmers in the first half of 19U4F will be lower
than in the corresponding period of 1945, unless exvort demand is considerably
stronger than now indicated, and prices paid for feed will be at least as high
as then. The egg-feed price ratio will be less favorable for egg production
than in 1945, and below the lonz-time average, which will cause ‘more
intensive culling of hens than usual, #s result, egg production after mid-
1945 probably will be smaller than in the latter half of 19M5.

The prosrective change in egg-feed price ratio also may affect the
rate of lay. In 1945, egs vroduction per layer was at a record level--about
20 percent above pre-war—~-due in vpart to intensive feeding.

Civilian Demand for Eees
Moderately Below 19U5

Civilian demand for eges in 1946 is exvected to be weaker than in
1945, reflecting some decline in consumer purchasing mower as well as the
increase in meat sumwlies., Jthe supply of meat in 1946 is exvected to be
fairly well in balance with demand at ceiling vrices. During the first
half of 1945, when eeg vrices were generally near ceilines, mer cavita
egg consumpntion was at an annual rate of well over 400 eegs per person,
with some renlacement of e¢czs for meat taking nlacé at that time., As meats
become more wlentiful, the ver capita consumption of eggs nrobably will
decline moderately from levels reached in the first half of 1945, In
October and November 1945, tentative data indicate an annual rate of egg
consumntion of 340 to 300 eggs ver person. However, the seasonally-low
egg supnlies were not fully sufficient to meet demand at the ceiling prices.

Through most of the first quarter of 194&, the civilian suonly of
eggs probazbly will te fairly well in balance with demand, at orices somewhat
above suvmort levels, After the first quarter, the supnly is likely to
exceed demand, and CGovernment measures probably will be necessary to
supnort orices at 90 mercent of parity. The purchase program to effect
such supnort already has ween announced. :

The decline in reauirements of the armed forces from 1945 levels
will bring a reduction of about 7O percent in military vprocurement of eggs in
1946, compered to 1945 when about 400 to 500 million dozen ezgs went for
military use. However, this reduction will have relatively small effect upon
the total volume of demand, as demobilizeticn of military personnel wilinaease the
size of the civilian nerket, Per capita-disapnearance of eggs and egg products
for the military forces was about one fourth greater than for the civilian
povulaticn, but a large wortion of the military consumption, probably about
one~third, was in the form of dried ezgy. Thus, there will be a shift in
demand on the part of demobilized military versonnel from concentrated
ege nroducts to fresh shell eggs.



PES-107 -7 -

Off-season Turkey Meat Consumptinn
to be a Record

LRl T

Suoplies of turkey meat from February through August are larpelv from
two sources, 1) slaughter of breeder hens during the spring months, mainly
Aoril and Hay, and (2) cold storage stocks. Cold sterage stocks in 1046
are expected to yield a mich 1afner than usual quantity of turkeys.

Civiliah consumption of turkey will be at the highest rate on record for
the February—August veriod. & large oortlon of tblq consumtpion will be
in restaurants and 1nst1tut10ns. Do

The supply of turkey meét available from: breeder hens in the coming
spring —robably will be about as large-as the record suoply-in- the spring
of 1945.  The good returns from turzey wrodiction in the:last 3 years will
induce growers.to keev a large number of treeders on farms through the
‘ winter.. The number of breeder héns on farms Jamuary 1, 19 ol5 was 4.7 million
hens compared with 4.4 million’ on January 1, 19HU and: tVe January 1, 1939—”3
average of 4.1 million.’ )

Turkey meat suvplies to be available from colJ storage in February
through Auguqt will be the largest on record, the- ‘total orobadly evceeding
60 million. oounds. Abammer01al stocks in cold storage .on December 1 were
more than 60 million oounds, a total’ larger than in any recent year and .
almost double the vrewar average stocks for that date, In years immediately
before the war, there were indicatlions of increased turkey-meat consumption

" during the off seéason.. The net storage sut-movement was. increasing, and
in the early 19UN's the nut-of-storace movement in this season totaled . .
over 50 million ponunds, 12 percent of the previous year's production. The
net out-movement in the late 1930's averaged only about 20 million pounds.
In 1943, 1944 and 19M5, the off-season movenent w-s 11m1ted by Governirent
actions,

Table l.- Turkeys Net out-movement, nro@ucflon, and net out-movement

.’ . .. .as percentage of previous yes r's produntmn

: _ : 4 : Net out-:? : + Net out-

: ' : "t movement it : ¢ ! movement

:  Net tProduction: as per- :: . :.-Net tProduction: | as per-
Year : out- : (dressed :centage of:: Year : out- : (aressed: centage of
’ : movement : weight) : previous :: " imovement : weight) : previous

: : ! year's : : :  year's

: : tproduction:: : : H , -3 _production

¢ Mil, 1b, Mil. 1b. Fercent :: : Mil, 1b, Mil., 1b,  Percent
1929 ¢+ 108 212.7 N 111938 0 242 - .3RLLg 7.0
1930 :  11.6 215.9 = 5.5 111939 : © 20.3 . 4o2.3 5.7
1931 @ 6.2 214,0 2.9 ::19%0 @ 53,6 ugo.2. 12.7.
1932 :  13.2 26414 £.2 t:l941 ¢ 57.1 L67.6 11.8
1937 ¢ 15,1 297.5 5.7 $11942 @ B1.6 496.3 11.0
1934 ¢+ 18,2 °83.8 6.1 $:1943 32,5 - heb,2 6.6
1935 ¢+ 19.9 267.3 7.0 ti1oly v 26,0 sH7,.1 5.6
1936 @ 16.L 3614 6.1 -3:1945 1 B6.3 1/675.0 10.3
1937 @ 35.6 345.5 9.9 s : ‘ :

.o * 4
. .

1/ Tentative indication.
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Chicken Meat Supply te be Large;
Prices about unchanged

The supnly of chicken meat available for civilians in the first half
of 1946 probadbly will he the largest on record for the 6 months, with the
possible exception of those in that period of 1943, Cold storage stocks are
now larger than in any vrevieus year. Because of lower egg vnrices, culling
in 1946 probably will be much larger than usual. Commercial broiler output
will continue large and may equal the 1945 record.’

Commercial hatchery outnut during November of 39 million chicks
exceeded that of any wrevious November and was 27 percent above the total
for November 1944, These chicks are primarily for meat purposes. Hence,
outout of commercial broilers in 1946, at least through the first quarter
of 1946, will be larger than in 1945, There was a slight recession in the
number of chicks blaced in broiler houses immediately following VJ-Day.
Since early Semtember, prices received by growers have strengthened and
hatchings have been maintained at a relatively high level. Returns to
commercial broiler erowers, though less than in the earlier months of

1945, are about equal to those in comvarable months of 1944,

Commercial stocks of chicken meat as of December 1 were the largest
on re¢ord for that date. Total voulbry meat stocks, excluding turkeys,
amounted to 250 million wounds, of which about 25 million mounds were
Government-owned. The remaining 225 million pounds of commercially-owned
stocks were about double the average of prewsr holdings. A laree portion
of these holdings—about 45 percent--consisted of broilers, fryers, and
roasters, and. probably are being held chiefly forrestaurzsnt and 1nst1tut10na1
use and for proccsslng.

l‘mcee rLceived by farmers for chickens during the first half of
19@6 are sxvected to remain about at present levels., "These prices, there-
fore, are exnected to be below the record peaks reached in the svring
and summer of 1945, when sales at above~ceiling prices were revorted.
The increase in civilian supply of chickens for 1946 compared with l9u5
will first result in increased consumption without much change in orice,
The average vrice received by farmers for chickens in the first 6 months
of 1945 was 25.6 cents a pound compared with 15 cents per nound the
1935-39 average for January-June. :

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS

gg Productlon 1 Percent
Less Than dast Year

Farm ezgz vproduction during Novbmber wass 246 million dozen, 1 percent
below November 1GHY, but otherwise the largest on record for November: In
the first 11 months of 19&5, egg wroduction aogregqted 4. 3 million dozen, a
total 5 percent below that in the correswonding period of 1944, The average
number of layers on farms durine the first 11 months ¢f 1945 was 308 millionm,
which is 7 vercent less than ths 11 month total for 1944, But the rate of
lay, at 143 ergs per layer, was 2 percent above that in 1944, The record
rate of lay wes due partly to favorable egg vrices and a favorable egg-feed
price ratio during most of the year. Also, feced supnlies were ample,
permittineg a liberal rate of feeding., The long run influence of improvements
both in the type of birds and in woultry husbandry practices, contributed

to the high rate of lay. In addition, the weather was favorabdle for egg
production during most of 1945,
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Prices Received by Farmers for. Chicken
and Eggs not so Favorable When
Compared with ¥Feed Prices

Average vrices received by farmers in mid-Nowvember for eggs, chickens
and turkeys showed about the usual seasonal chenges from mid-October. The
average price farmers received for eggs wes 47.1 cents ner dozen, 3.7 cents
more than on the vrevious November 15, and eaual to 100 mercent of parity.
Farm chicken orices per mound declined from 24,3 cents to 23.9 cents in the
30-day period ending in mid-November, On that date the average price of
chicken meat was 0.1 cent ver vound less than on November 15, 194l, The
price received for turkeys increased 0.5 cent per pound from October 15 to. -
November 15, but at 33.0 cents it was 0.8 cent below that of the previous
year,

In general, wholesale and retail vrices of moultry oroducts in Novem—
ber, except for heavy-weight turkeys and light-weisht chickens, were at or
near ceiling levels., & strong demand orevailed, reflecting the high level
of consumier- ovurchasing vower and some shortages of red meats.

Compered with feed vrices, prices received by farmers for eggs and
¢hickens in mid-November were not as favorable as those for other livestock
enterprises and were below the long-time averages As recently ss last
summer, this relat1onsh10 was at least as favormble to- nroﬁuctlon of eags and
chickens as to other tyves of livestock production.

Table 2,~ Livestock-fsed price ratioh; specified dates

: Average 1/ : 1945, T 1945 as
: : : : spercentage of average
Item tJuly 15: November 15 : July 15 : November 15 : July 15: November 15

H , » .Percent - - Pefcent‘
Bge-feed ......: 11.3 15.9 13.1 15.9 116 e
Chicken-feed ..: 8.4 8.2 9.8 g0 o 117 i ag
Turkey-feed ...t 8.3 10.3. 11.5 11.1 139 108
Milk-feed ,....: 1,15 . 1,40 2/ 1.35 2/ 1,49 117 - 106
Butterfat-feed.: 22,4 26.7 . 2/ 27.5 2f 29,1 - 123 - 4109
Hog-corn ......: 11.5 12,8 - 12,5 12,8 . -1oq . 100

1/ For ege feed and chicken~feed the average is for l°3h~u3, nthers 102H-h3.
2/ Including dairy vproduction payﬂents.

Marketings of Poultry Large

Slaughter of chicken meat durine November and early December was, with
the possible -exception of that in 19h3, the largest on record for -the veriod.
Receipts of live voultry at the Midwest Primary Markets for the UY weeks -ended
December 14, on a per-plant basis, 23,000 vounds, was 13 vpercent larger than
in that period of 1944, and was exceeded only in the corresvonding veriod
of 1943, Keceipts of gressed voultry at the U nrinc1na1 ‘markets were the
largest on record for the four weeks.
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The larse marketines of farm chicken meat reflected the near—record
numbers of chickens raised during 1945, totaling 821 million. The total
raised in 1045 was 10 percent larger than that i 194U and is éxceeded only
¥ the 934 million raised in 19&3. In addition, commercial broiler produc-
tion in 19&5 set 2 new high record.

Civilian sunnlles of voultry meat in the late fall were probdably
at record levels. Procurement by the armed forces fsr this wert of the
year was far less then in any comparable neriod of the war years.

Into~Storage Movement of Poul try
Sets a New Hecord in November

Reflecting the large marketings of chickens and turkeys, the into-
storage movement of woultry during November was the larszest for any month
An the 35 years of record. Total in-movement of all wmoultry during
November was 82.5 million rounds, three-quarters of a million pounds
more then the large Uctober-movement. <The vrewar average in-movement
for November wes about U0 million pounds.

Total stocks ' f frozen voultry on December 1, ex2luding turkeys and
ducks, amounted to 242 million vbrunds, of which less than 25 million vounds
were Government~owned, Commercially-owned stocks were greater than in any
vrevious year and more then double the yprewar average.

Shell Beg Stocls Negligible

Cold storage holdings of shell eggs on December 1, amounting to

309,000 cases, were equivslent to only one-third of the holdings on December
1, 194k and to. sbout one-fourth of the aversge vrewar December 1 holdings.
This stock vosition is as low as that usually reached at the seasonal low
point in February or March, The into-~storage movement of eggs last spring
was below normal, and stocts at the seasonsl peak on June 1 were less than
.half as large as the aversge vorewsr stocks on that date., The strong demand
for shell ezgs this f2¥1 was resvonsible for the large out—-movement.

Frozen~egg withdrawels during November totalled 27 m11110n pounds,
which 1s more than in any November prior to 1942 but is less than in
Nowember nf 1942, 1943 and 1944, when withdrawals of frozen eggs for
dehydration were large, Total frozpn ezg stocks on December 1, at 155
million vounds, were almost double the 1935-39 average. waever, more
than 50 million pounds of these ecges were Government-owned.

THE 1945 POULTRY AND EGG GOALS AND
GG PRICE SUFPORT PROGRAM

The 1946 price suvport progrem for eges was announced by the United
States Devartment of Agriculture on December 27, In the flush-production
season, nrices are to be svovorted =0 as to wrovide an average return to .-
farmers of 29 cents mer dozen. Rezional differentials will orevail and
support orices will be lower in the Midwest than in cosstal areas. The
29-cent average mrice is exvected to reflect at least 90 vercent of varity
asg required by the Steagell Amendment. S
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The prices will be suomorted through Government procurement of

dried whole, frozen, and graded shell eges,

In the ¥idwest the program

will be cerried on primarily through wurchases of dmied,whnla~and fregen
eggs, although vurchases of araded shell eges are €b te made in localities
where processing facilities nre not availabdle.

by the Devnartment of Agriculture December 5,

Tentative national goals for voultry products in 1946 were announced

Comparad with indicated .

production in 1945, the 1946 goals call for reductioms of 15 percent in
egg production, 17 percent in the number of chickens raised in farm flocks,

and 10 mercent in the number of turkcys raised.

for cemmercial broilers.

No @02l was established

The #oal for egg mroduction was based on the follow1ng agsumed .

requirements:

Civilian consumotion of somewhat more than 340 eozs ver

cavita; hatching recuirements; requirement for the armed forces; but no

Ege-production zoals have been
exceeded in actual performance each ycar since the institution of goals

requirements for dried eggs for

in 1942,

exvort.

requirement of slightly over U4 pounds per cepita.

The wroduction go»l for turkeys weas based orimarily on a civilian

Goals and vroduction, poultry and eags, United States,
19&2-&6
: Farm : H : : Hens and
: o :+ Chickens : Commercial ¢ Turkeys : pallets
Tear : pggduction ¢+ reised ¢ Dbroilers ¢ raised on farms
: CESS : : 4 ' Jan., 1
+ Mil. do2. Thous, Thous. Thous, Thous,
3 . \!
Goal +.eeesst 3,822 1/ 37,002
1992 fotual neenoir Lo2g 1/ : 33,110 424, 226
Lok o8l ... .t b3ks 872,026 © ° 38,699 455,337
%3 Actusl ......:  W4,521 933,965 251,350 32,970 487,837
Loby €08l ... vt 4597 '%92,983 201, 392 32, 0l 540, 812
. Actunl ......: h,823. 7hq 643 231,086 36 397 518,582
: q S0 - e b o . v i
19k Goal .e......? *.3,920 . M5 700,000 213,000 35 65%6 420,000 -
5 Indicated -+ tHfeo s 57T 821,353 310,000 4,150 469,161 44 /
1946 Teﬁtative :
2081 J....0 3,910 620,000 —_— 39,700 40g,063
Percentage
1946 goal
is of 1945..: g5 g3 _— 90 87

_/ Slaughter from farm production imcluding broilers, exvected eoals, 3,&20

million vounds live welght, and actual productlon. 3,142 million vodnds live
weight.
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,cmeiés' IN COMMERCIAL HATCHERY 3 qpudriof:‘f:-
Commercial Hwtchery Industry Fas Shown | ".séiﬁi:fft

Sterdy Growth Since 1930

During the past* 15 years the commercial hatchery indusiry has grown
steadily. This zrowth has been accomvanied by changes in ‘the seasonality of
commercial chick production, larger oroportion of the output now coming 'in the
later months of the yenr than formerly. . ’ :

In the decade between 1030 and 19&0, the increase in the number of chicks
hntched by commercial hatéheries wns due in large DArt to the ‘shift from farm
hatchings to commercial onarations and algo to increased broiler outvut. The
number of chickens raised enchiyear from 1930 to 1940 fluctuatéd between 600
and 750 million head. ~After 1940, the numbter of chickens raised increased to
more than- 900 million (1943 }+ and commercial hatching rose shaeply.’

The 193%-40 avernge of 854 million chicks hatched in commercial hatcheries
was almost 50 percent atove the 1930-32 aversge. About one-third of the increass
was due to the incrense in broiler production. In 1945, commercial hatchings
totaled 1,600 million chicks, about half of the increase after 1940 being
accounted for by increases in breiler outoput. Practically all broilers are
from commercially-hatched chicks, el

In the early'1930's, the mimber of chicks hatched by.commercial hatch-
eries wae'less than hn1f of the total number raised; . by 1940 this 3roport10n
reached about thr.:«forrihe of the number raised.” In 19M5, nearly 90 percent
af chicks'raised were comaercially hagched.,

Table u.-Percentage of Chlckens Rai'sed
Hatched by Commercial Hnatcheries 1[

Isﬁr : Porcent ¢ Yenr : Fercent o
1938 H 70.3 ¢+ 1gL2 : g1.8
A 1939 : 72.4 ¢ 1943 : gh.2
¢ 1940 : LC7H.6 v 19ly : 86,4
1ol : 73.9 :+ 19u5 : 83.6

1/ Dat & for years prior to 1938 not avail~ble.

Growth of the coumercial broiler industry has been orimarily responsible
for the é&hnnges that have. céme in the semsonality of hatchery production. In
the early 1030‘3, only 4 to 6 percent nf the total hatch | whrs produced in
the last 6 months of the year. Commercial broiler produqtlon in that period
was negligible. In 1940, about 17 vercent of the total number of chicks
hatched ty commercinl hatcheries were hatched im ghe last six months of the
year. In 19&5, becruse of the strong demand for ‘chicken neat, commercial
hatchery outout for July through December wns adproximately 20 percent of the
total hatch. (See tnble 5.) MHore than 300 mi}lion broilers were produced
“in 19M5, compared wlth 132 million in 19MO and less than .30 million in the
early 1930's. o ,f“,';.,”;ww

I

Largest Increnses and Changeg in Seasonality
on Erstern Sesboard

0f the various régions of the country, the South Atlantic region which
contnins the Dél-Mar-Va area and which accounts for about 60 percent 6f the
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commercial broiler vroduction, has shown the largest increases and the greatest
chanzes in seasonality of cc mercial hatchery production. In thig region, com~-
mercial hatchery production for the past three years has run about three times
that of early 19%0's and arout double the 1975-33 gverage. The output from

July thrrugh December hae incressed greatly in proportion to the total, until

now almost two-fifths of the chick production comes in the last 6 months of the
vear, compared with less than one-fifth prior to 1975. The North Atlantic region
has shown trends that are similar but not as strong. This region supplies a
number of chicks to the Del-Mar-Va area, -

In areas where chick production is primarily for laying purposeh,
notably in ihe Central and the West-rn regions, hatcrery production has doubled
from the 1970-74 period snd is about one-third above the immediate prewar
average (1025-79). Some change in seasonality has taken place in the Bast North
Central States mainly due to the increase in commercial broiler production.
However, in the West North Central and South Central States, little change in
ceasonality has occurred. The smallness of the increase in commercial chick
production in the Weet-rn States is probably due to the fact trat egg production
was largely a comrercial affair in the early 197%0's, and a large proportion of
chicks rassed were commercially hatched even then. Little change in total egg
production has occurred in that region durirg the past 15 years, and the number
of chickens raised Yns increasec little.

rostwar Outlook

For the next few years commercial hatchery output probably will decline
from the unprec-dented levels reached in 1947% and 1945, but may be equal to or
larzer than in the early 1940's. If a 10=t0-20 percent downward readjustment
in egs producticn occurs by 1947, the numb-r of chicke raised on farms for flock
replacement purposes will be ajproximately 600 million to 700 million, assuming
continuation of the present ratio of pullets and hens. On that basis, the out-
put of chicks by commercial hatcherics for egg laying purpcses would total
700 million to 900 million chicks.

In addition, with a strongey demand for chicken meat than before the
war and with a decrease in chicken meat production from general farm flocks,
commercial broiler production in the next few years may remain about the same-
as or ev-n increase from the high levels reached during the war. Commercial
broiler production may be in the neighborhood of 700 million to 750 million
biris ver vear. Thie would reguire an additiocnal %25 million to %75 million

conmgreislly-hotched chicks., EHence, hatchery outwut for the next fe ears. ma
total & billinn fto a billisn »nd a auarter of chicgks, commared with‘gog miilio%

ghicks in the immedinte pre-war years, and the 1,600 million record reached in’
2943-and 1945,

With further increases in commercial broiler production some increase i
hatchery output in the areas in and surrounding -ommercial broiler regions
would occur. But this would be accompanied by sharp reductions in total
output in areas where chicks are hatchad primarily for flock replacement pur-
posas. Also, the increased output of commercial broilers would tend further
to even out the scasonality in the comm-rcial hatchery industry.

-
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and July-December a) a percentage of annual toja., U. 8. and regions, 1970-45,

Table 5. - XYumber of chicks hatched by commercial hatcheries, -annual and July-December totals,
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