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• Prices received by farmers for eggs during World War II were lower than during 
World War I and showed less seasonal variation. These differences are attributable to 
increased supplies of eggs per person and the leveling out of the seasonal swing in egg 
production.- Chicken prices averaged higher during World War II than during World War I. 
Chicken prices rose sharply in early July 1911-6 following lapse of price control, whi Ie 

#prices of eggs advanced about seasonally. Eggs are in plentiful supply. 
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'lhe l'oult17 and Eg~ Situation at a Glance 

It_ Unit 
: ATerage 

Month : 1935-44 1945 1946 Comments about 1946 

Farm production •••••••••••••• : Million doz. June 

Average nUlllber of l~ers 
on farms ••••••••••••••••••• : Million 

Rate of l~ per hen •••••••••• : lUmber 

Apparent civilian per 
capita disappearance 

Frozen egg production •••••••• : 

Dried egg production ••••••••• : 
I. 

• 
MU.lb. 

• • 

• 
• 

• 
• 

~rices received by farmers ••• : Cta. per doz. June 

l'rices received by farmers as : 
percentage of parity ••••••• : Percent 

: 
Retail price (B.A.E.) •••••••• : Cts. per doz. 

.-feed ratio 

Stocks: 11 

. ................ Lb. feed 

Shell' •••••••••••••••••••••• : 1,000 caees 
Frozen ••••.•••••••••••••••• : n • 

Dried •••••••••••••••••••••• : Mil.lb. 
1 

Chicks hatched ••••••••••••••• : 

Chicks and young chickens : 
on farms 11 ........•......• : 

~rlces paid by farmers for 1 

la;ving mash ................. 

Million 

• 

Doi-per cwt. 

• 

June 

June 
• 
• 
• 

" 

n 

i~s 

353.9 442 •. 0 417.7 Dec11ne from Mq much greater than 
usual. 

281.1 339.6 325.3 Disappearance of layers from flocks 
during June not much above normal. 

14.8 15.6 15.4 The first time in 16 consecutiTe 

21.9 

91 

29.5 

10.8 

7,851 
5,205 

35 

89.5 

12.9 

35.8 

112 

44.5 

12.4 

6,120 
6,825 

41 

34 

90.4 

11.6 

months that it isn't a record. 

Continues near record levels. 

~Ahead of every year but 1944. 

: 
33.5 Little change in July even though 

ceilings were suspended. 

9,161 
7,128 

9 

Unfavorable for egg production • 

:}Commercial stocks excluding d17-
: ing near record levels. 

92~8 183.7 55.8 Ti~t feed situation resulted in 
sharp decrease in hatchings. 

556.8 656.0 560.4 A 3-percent decline in June com­
pared with a usual 6-percent 
increase. 

2.59 3.55 4.26: Reflects increases in ceiling 
prices. 

Poultry 
Prices received by farmers 

for chickens ................ : Cts. per lb. June 11.3 21.5 

Prices receiTed by farmers as : 
percent~e of parity ••••••• : Percent 

Retail prices of chickens : 

• 109 140 

(BAE) •••••••••••••••••••••• : Cts. per lb. May 33.3 44.2 

Prices received by farmers 
for turkeys ••••••••••••••••• 

Stocks: 11 
Poul try ezclueling turkeys ••• 
Turkeys •••••••••••••••••••• : 

Chicken-feeel ratio ••••••••••• : 

Receipts of poult17 at 
Central Western ~rimary 
Markets, per plant •••••••••• 

Inelustrial production (FRB) •• 
Wholesale prices (BLS): 1 

All commodities •••••••••••• : 
farm products •••••••••••••• : 

.onagricultural income paJ­
aents (Dept. of Commerce) 

jJ Enel of month. 

• • • 

Mil. lb. 
• • 

Lb. feed 

1,000 lb. 

June 17.9 33. 4 

41.1 10.0 
n 21.4 27.3 

• 8.6 9.5 

• 16.1 9.4 

General business conditions 
(Index numbers, 1935-39=100) 

Mq 143 225 

• 111.2 131.5 
• 115.0 170.9 

• 134.1 231.7 

26.6 Increased 3.3 cents per lb. 
since March 15. 

125 

31.2 1 

95.8 ~A record, but withdrawals are 
78.6 : ezceeding any previous year. 

1.6 

Indicates that chickens passing 
through regular market channels 

18.3 ahead of last year. 

160 

131.7 
180.9 

.233.1 

.' 
• 
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YTith the lapse of price controls on poultry products July I, wholesale 

chicken prices incre~sed sharply (about 20 percent)' but by mid-July prices had 

receded to June levels. Egg prices during the first two weeks 'in July did not 

increase as much as usual and turkey prices remained about unchanged. Chicken 

and turkey prices will probably be at least nt Inst year's levels during the. 

*emainder of 1946. Larger meat supplies per person tha.n a year ago and nef'.r-record 
. , 

egg supplies will tend to keep egG prices from rising much more than seasonally 

during the sumner ann fallo 

Marketings of 9.11 poultry products win be Sl"'1£1.l1er in the second half of 

1946 than in the second half of 1945 Q But reduction in Army procurement and 

large cold storage holdings of eGgs~ chicken~ and turkeys will leave at least 

as mA.ny eg~s nvailable for civilians in the second half of 1946 as in the .second 

half of 1915, nbout as much turkey, ~nd slightly less chicken. 

The number of chicks and young chickens on farms July 1, 1946 totaled 560 

mil li..on J 15 percent below July 1, 1945. On the basis of past relationships~ this 

would result in a renuction of 6 to 10 percont innumbcr of hens and pullets on 
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farms January 1~ 1947 compa;sd with January 19 1946. High chioken meat prices 

would ~.ccentuate· this rer1uction. But excellent feed crops may temper the decline. 

With a 6-peroent reduction in laying flocks in 1947 compared with 1946. little 

change in rate of lay. some reduction in noncivilian uses, and assUMing that 

~::here will be no exports. there w()uld be almost 385 eggs per per:son available in 

l847. A 10-percent reduction in output would result in an availability of nearly 

3"70 egg,s per person. For 1946 egg consumption will be 370 to 380 eggs per person, 

second only to the record consumption of 390 eggs per persoI". in 1945. 

The U.S. Depe.rtment of Agriculture in connection with its dried-egg procure .... 

ment program requires dehydre.tors--located chiefly in the Uidwest'--to pay farmers 

an everage of at least 30 cents per dozen. Price support in effect during the 

flush production soason provided that farmers were to receive a national average 

of 29 cents per dozen--27 cents in the l.[idwest. Price;> received by farmers in 

}~arch-June averaged 32.4 cents per dozen. 

Foreign trade of the United States in eggs and egg products wns negligib1ef'. 

until the outbret:tk of World War II. Through 1940, neither imports nor exports 

of eggs and egg products were more than 2 percent of the annual production. .. 

tlar and the passage of the Lend-Lease Act stimulated exports of eggs, pr...rticu-

1nr1y in dried form. Exports reached a peak of 731 million dozen (shell-egg 

0quiva,lent) in 1944. Exports of eggs 9.n;] egg products, 1941 through 1945, 

totaled 2,~68 million dozen, shell equivalent, about 10 percent of the total 

pTQdu~tion. Two-thirds of the exports were to the United Kingdom e.nd about 

one-fourth to the U.S.S.R.. Exports durinr'the next fAW years probably will be 

small. 

Exports of eggs ana egg products from Canada show trends similar to 

those in the United States. From 1941 through 1945, a total of 259 million 

dozen, sh011 equivalent, was shirped, n1most all to the UK. This was about 

one ... seventh of the total pro~luction in Canada for those 5 years" 
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OUTLOOK 

MCKGROmTD. - Poultry and poul tr~r :proclucts cane unrler naxinun ]lrice 
controls with the issuance by Office of Price Ac'tninistr,""tion nf 
TMP1t-22 October 5. 19420 '!his regulation established Tlrices on 
all paul try i tens at all levels of clistribution, 1:L1; the highest 
price fran Septenber 28 to October 2, 19429 :l.n::lus:i.v6., iv110n the 
regulation was is sued, egg production was cler,:::'lnlJ:cp:;, 9..n<'!. egg 
prices were rising seasonally; narketir,g!;l 0t 'J1i;;:i<:0ns cJ.nr.. turkeys 
were increasing seasonally. The regulation ",l,t ttl.8cine tencled 
to retard further l)rice increases in eiSgs .. bu~ C.h'LCkP,Il nrices 
declined b..:.w&.use of seas'mally larGe :r:(;l:~.:elln/?;s~ 

The '~fr8ezefl regulation on turkeys renainect effective until 
Novenber 9;, i9i';2 when MPR--269 was. issued" G:)o,.::-;.fic coiling prices 
for chicken;:, and othel' ])oul tY';T Hens were eS1:u,'blished Decenber IS. 
The "free:~e" "tJf;'ulat.Lon ()J1 eggs renninel'L effective until MCLrch 
1943 1trhtifl t·lr.R 353 \rr;,S18snod~ 

Jl~gb IT~ces v:ere at or below coiling levels eLuring nost of 
the war E:X;OPC p'l.l t. of '0h8 SIlTing nne\. 8tJl!",er of 19l+~) c:,nd nost of 
1945. n(YIJ81l0!'p' the sap b otween the den!:c.!',d foc eggs al ceiling 
prices [\:;")(L sUl;ply of egf~3 viaS n'-,t \'i1(1.e at D'lY tine", rChere was a 
gaD bet1.>i0en the clenn.ncL for and sUI1l,ly of chicken dtlrlng nost of 
the ti!'18 that c8i:iini-;S have:: been 01,erativ8" 'Ihare ·wa.a also a gap 
beti·ree:;'1 the den:mr'l. for [mel suprly of turkeys frrm 1942 until nid-
1945. 

Susrension of Price Con~:('~!._<:~ '(Iiould Bring 
Ab~ut Increases in Poultry Prices 

Without rrice control,Ilrices of chickens anrt 
in the next few nonthSa The denand for chicken has 
in part owing to the shortaees of red ~eat and also 
of c0n~uner purchasing powere 

turkeys would nove urward 
been exceptionally strong, 
because of the high level 

~ 

. -

In contrast, egg prices would probably not be greatly affected by the 
lapse of price control. Prices received by farners for eggs, July through 
Novenber, are expected to increase sonewhat nore than seasnnally. But this 
increase will not be as great as the general increase in 1',,:o1"n l,rices. Civiliar 
supplies of eggs durinp; tb.;:: se':.')nr'l~ half Qf the year W'l~ 'l)~ .X:· ::'.>''''.', ~'"s. .lcJ.;'ec' as : 
last year, o.nd neat SUpp1-1.8S ;'iL be lo.:rger' Thus far CLU}. in(: 19L~6, egg prices 
have not been pressing against ceiling levelso Per carita egg consunption . 
during the first half of 1946 is tentatively inrlicated at about 19·5 eggs, 
conpared with about 805 eggs in the first half of 19450 Farn egg :prices for 
the first half of 1946 averagec 34 cents.per dozen, 1.5 cents below the corres­
ponding period of 1945. 

Dried Egg Purch~ Increased 

On June 25 the U. S. Departnent of Agriculture increasecl its acce-rtance 
price for dried whole eggs fron $1.05 per pound for June delivery to $1.11 
rer pound for July delivery. At the sane tine nanufactures were reQuirec1 

/ • 
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to certify that producers receive.d an average of 30 cents per do'zen compared 
with 27 cents'required on previous contracts. Price support in effect until the 
end of June pl'ovided that farmers were to receive a minimum U.S. average price 
of 29 cents per dozen' ,and, in ,the M~dwest, 27 cents per dozen. 

Dried egg purchases from June 25 to July 13 for July delivery totaled 8 
million pounds. "This almost fulfills presently announced procurement program 
calling for 76.5' million pounds. 

Table 1.- Purchases through July 12, 1946, of dried \ol:hcle egg by Pro­
'ducti,on and Marketing ~dmi,¥istration, 

by months scheduled. for fr~li~ery 

.~ e" _ - - --- --- --- ----
. : ~ ... : : : : : : : t : : : : 

Year :Jan •• Feb •• Mar •• Apr •• May • June • July • Aug •• Se:p~ •• Oct •• Nov •• Dec •• Total _______ • . • • • • _, __ t • -. • , • ~, __ _ 

'1941 
'1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 

,1946 

'~Mil.: Mil. 1-1il.' Mil. Mil. Mil. Hil. Mil. Mil. : Kil. Mil. Mil. Mil. 
:lb •. lb. ~ JJk.... lb. ,lb. lb. ~ lb. l!?.t..- 1b: l~t .ll.- lb. 

:~ • 'j::' ,. ','. 0~7 1.2 2.6 2.6 5.7 8.7,13.9 35.6 
nl~'412.9 l}.l 13.4 1'8.3 17.5 18.5 19. 2 19.2 ~22.1.fO,~25.3":'''5,,~ 206.,6 
: 7.2 20.1 12.6 21.4 17.2 10.9 19.619.9 ~6 .. l 16.4 20.1/28.1 209.6 
:26.4 27.0 18.3 27.7 27.0 26.1 24.8 31.5 24.2 20.412.8 7.6,273.8 

6.2 5.0 9.8 10.6 3.5 0.6 0.1 0.3 36~1 
4.2 15.0 16.8 12.2 14.78.0 

--- --- --- --- - -- --- --- --- ---,.- ,--' .~~-
The USDA has had in effect purchase announcements for dried" and fro­

zen eggs for support purposes. Purchase of dr,ied egss unde.r these annoui1ce­
mentS was nllgligib1e because the procurement program for dried eggs for for-

. eign' nations was at slightly higher prices than announced for support pur­
poses. Purchase of frozen esF~s for support purposes prior to July 10 totaled 
4.2 million pounds at the announced price, of 26.75 ce!1ts per pound f. o. b. 
plant. On June 18, the Depa.rtment also announced' a progmm for the purchase 
of 32,million pounds of frozen eggs manufactured in April, Mayor June for 
Great Britain. As of July ,11 purchases urider this program totaled 10.5 mil­
lion pounds at a price of 27.5 cents pr.r pound f.o.b. plant plus 1 cent for 
the export container. On ·Ju1y 8 the Department suspended its price support 
,announcement -for ar1-ed. and frozen eggs. thus shifting its price support 
effQr~s entirely to the- procurement programs .for foreign nations. 

Commercial Hatchery Output Down Sharnly 

Ou,t:!1ut of chicks by commErcial hatcheries du~in.g June was ,56 million, 
70 percent below June 1945. Sharp declines in hatchings have been primarily 
due to the tight feed situation. and the much.great€r than seasonal reduction 
in the egg-feed price ratio which bccuJ:Ted. ~l."il!1g r.APt"il".i;hrQUga June. :The 
numbpr of· eggs set on July 1 Was 75 percf:nt below that of the -previous 'year. 6 
Commercial hatcheries in the f.irst t mont~'ls,of_ 1946 produced 1.023 million 
birds. 19 percent belO,1Il last. yeo..r. ' 

. Laying Flocks at Beginhin~ ~ lq47 
.iQ. Q.s2. Small'e:t' Than 1946 -, 

From J~huary through June this year laying flocks declined m~,r,e.·,than 
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in the correspondinf, pEriod, of 1945 and somewhat more thana.vera,ge. The num~ 
ber of layers on farms January 1, 1~46 was about the ,rqme aS,on January 1, 1945. 
but the average ,number of 1ay'ers in June wa,s 4 pE:rcent be>low, that of June 1945. 
Most of the dec~ine, compared "lith ~g45 t oc.curred in M~r. 

The number or layers on farms durins the third and fourth quarters of 
1946 win continue ,be1o'" last year, chiefly because of heavier r~U of cullinr; 
which has occurred, a.'1.d the smalli"r number of young chickens available to add 
to laying flocks. 

i 

The number ofla~rers on farms this coming January 1 wili be smnller 
than on January 1, i946.!he extent of the decline is largely ..lependent on the 
outcome of feed crops e.nd the level of prices for chickens. As of JulY' 1, the 
nuinber o:f ch~cks ~na" y~ung ch;ickens on :farms, to~aling 560 ,inillV::in"hoad';w:as 15 
percent ,bAlow .J'Ui~ .1, 1945. .On the be.sis 6f pas,t ,relationships, this reduction 
"'ould be followed, bY. ,a :ddCre1"~Se of 6 ':'to 1.0: Jicrcerit int hI" ri.uinb~r of 1').enr. and 
pui1et's on f~1.:rins Ji:uary 1, lC?47 comparE'd wi-th Ja'miary i. 1946. ' . , " .. ,- , ... . . '.. . 

A 6-percent reduction in laying flocks, assuming li ttle ch[m€~e in t~w 
rateo! lay" will result i'n a decrease in er;g product,ion in 1947 of n.pproxi­
mate'ly the' same·m2.,...nitude: Making ::m rllowance' for noncivilian usc's and some 
reduction 'in stockr, but no procureme"nt 01 e~~s for 'export, there would be ["p­
pro,x'imate),.y 385 eggs per person nvo.,ilablc in 1947. A 10-percent decline in 
produc'libn,'would reduce the supply .<\,';~.ib,ble to ::i,bout 370 E:'~£:s perpen;on. This 
yeart s consumption probably will be '370 to 380 egF:'S :per 'person. 

Poultry Meat Marketings ~ Increase 
Seasonally; B810w Last Year . 

Marketingn of chicken are now incre'1.dn,o,: ee::.Eonally. Receipts at the 
Central Western Primary l-i~rkets durin,:; June ,md ::.:ar1i-T July were runninp; sub­
stantially above April and May, <~nd 100 percent ,':c'rc'2ter than in the correspond­
in'c; perbd of 1945, when th·~re was circuLllvc-mtim of normn1 trade channelf1 be-
cause of ~;.9.1es at allove-ceiling pric,~s. llecoipts of dre:':~'Arl pouItry :>..t 4 prin- ,. 

,cipal, markets have ?'lso been above l'.l.ct ye,~,r. 

l.t1arketin:;r, at chi'cken me~!,t in thE: 1. ec'ond hulf of 1946 will be 'below 
1945, in large pa~t due to the smfl.l1er number of chick'enG rE'ised.· Also, (~OJr­
mercia1 broiler production, p[\rticuln'ly during the third q,uarter, will be cub­
stanti.<111J· less. The number of chicken:::; rai::;8n durin?:,1946 1I1il1 be ['..bout 15 
pprcent less than in 1(}45, lI'hile' comnwrcinl broiler output, Rccordin{; to pl')ce­
ments on farms in selected arelcs, will probc.bl:,' be 25 to 35 'Pprc.:ont less in the 
third q.uarter of 1946 thnn in the correspondine; pc-riod of 1945. 

Despite sharply reduced mar:::€tin.c;s, civ'ilian supplies of chicken \Frill 
be slif,ht1~· lei!s in thF: second half of 1946 th~'.U in the sene period of 1945. 
Largely offse.ttins t~e decreases in production 0re large cold stor~ge stocks 

'and a sharp reduction in Army procurt:::mpnt. Cold storat;'" stocks of poultry, ex­
cluding turkeys, on July 1 \ofere 96 million pounds, 3.bout one-third sre;.1.ter than 
July 1 t 1945. The inc.reE.'.st' in COlllrr.ercial stocks over last yp.i:',r if' "ven gor("ater, 
as a large portion of the stoc):s held 011 July 1 t 1945 wer,; owned by the armed 
forces. Durin~ July ,:l.nd AW;tlnt 1945, War Food Orders reliui'ring the set aside 
of chieken were in op(:r.'1tion and .';'rm;\' prOCUrf'llIent was heavy.·· This year pur­
chhses of chicken me;,t. by the !u:ned forces c,re almost neglif;':ible. 
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Turkey Output Below ~ 'Yea.r: 

Civilian Supplies About ~ Lar~e 
, Based on May 1 indications, ",f.armers nill rA.i se ahout 15 percent fewer 

turkeys in 1946 than the 44,.1 million rA.isecl in 1945 hut their crop will be 
above thA.t of A.ny other pr~violls ~reA.i-. Hi th R tiGht feed situation continuing 
through the summer, the quantity of turkey in pounds will pl,'?bab1y show a 
greater decline than 15 percent. 

Despite the sharp decreA.se in output, civiliRn supp1ies per person will 
be about as large as "the, record quantity of 4.3 pounds consuined in 1945. A, 
sharp reduction in army procurement and record cold storage ~tocks vdll~ about 
offset the decre(tse in output. On July 1 there were ,19 '~ii1ion poutld~ in 
cold stornge, 51 million pounds above July 1, 1945 and about: 5' til'T',es' prfJ'IJlmr. 
Army proourement, which in 1945 vms betvreen 50 and 60 mil1ioh pounds, will be 
substantially reduced this year. " 

RECF.NT DEVELOPHENTS 

Farm Output of·~ Jnnuary-June 1946 .. Wi .. . 

the Same as a Year Earlier ' , , ' , ... , , . 
-- Farmegg output during June, total inG 418 million ,dozen, vm.s 5 ,percent 

pelow June 1945. The averago numb8r of' layers on farms 9u:rinr.; June was 
4 percentbelovr June 1945. Rate of Iny, with production per average la:rer of 
15.4 eggs, vms 1.3 percent belovr, June 1945. This is tho first time in 15 months 
that the rRtp, of the previous yenr vms not exceded. 

Fnrm eEg production for the first half of 1946 totnlod 34 billion dozen, 
the same as in the correspondinr,period in 1945, nnd 4.7 percent Rbove the 
1935 .. 44 C1.vp.rage. A remarkable t\(~hievGme!lt in egg-production has been the 
record output per layer so far this yur.r. The record output for first half of 
1946·'t'm.s 90 eggs for January-June ccmpnre~, 1lith 89 er;cs in tho previous year 
and a 1935-44 Rverage for Jnnuary":,June or 80 eggs per la:'ler. -. 'Wi thdravrals of Eggs fr'om StorRge Begun' E!',rly 

" Continuing the trend 1rrhi ch has becomo Rpparent in the past few yenrs, 
the ihto-storA.ge movement bf eggs' during 1946 WI:'-S the e'8.,..liest on record.' 
She1l aggs moved into storA.ge in January, while a rlecQde ngo 1i tt'le, if' any, 
,-nto-stornge Movement took pla.ce before Mnrch. This is probably a'reflection 
of the changing seasonf'.li ty in egg production, vrhich has also resulted in the 
past fevr years in earlier wi thdravmls of storago shell eggs. The out-of-' 
storage movement 0" shell egGs vm.s beGun in f:.he second week of July this yen.r, 
in' contrast to the usunl out-movement vrhiC'h p,egnn about 0. mont'h In.ter in the ' 
1930's. ' 

Cold-stol"f'.ge holdings of shell q~r:;s on July 1, 19"06 exceeded those of 
any of the previous '15 years except 1944 'l.nd were 3£ million Cf'.ses above July 1, 
1945. Frozen ee;g holdings vrere 11.lso flhend of If1.st yunr, but belovr the other recent 
years. Commercially owned stocks of frozen eggs, excluding bncklog for drying pur­
po~es, are probably at a record. Prices of frozen eggs vrere substantially below 
ceilings during the spring of 1946 because of the near-record output. 
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Table 2.-Eggst Storllge stock, United Ste,tes, R.nq net !:;tore.ge movement 
at 35 markets, specifJ.!;d ',dates' . 

Snell' ~-. Io'rozen eggs t Drie d eggs ( shell • oEgs 'r - eguivnlent) , (shell,6g,ui'V'9.1ent) I t I S , 
Item .AveraF:,C:: ~' 1945, I IH'46 t , : t ,- I 

:~935-44: s :Avl')rnge'~ t 1945, • 1046 , 19 ,tS'" 's 1946 
t & : • 1936 ... 44 I • , S 

t 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 
a cases 

. ~. . 
cases cases cases cases cases cases e!\ses 

Stocks, 
,-,-.-, ---U.S .. : t 

June 1 •••.•••••• t 6,fJ46 5.432 8,683 4,258 6,185 6~1)41 5~ 734 1,186 
July 1 ••••••••• t 7;851 O,120 9,761 fl ,205 6,825 7,128 '1,1~2 8,743 

NE'lt stor~Eo move- t 

ment, 35 !:larkets, t 

week ended: t 
July 6 · ......... : 56 31 19 9fL 23 55 --. " 13 · ......... : 29 19 -49 90 -41 21 

" 20 •••••••••• t 16 -29 51 8 .. 
" 27 • ' ••• ~ ••••• t -19 -111 13 -75 --

• 
Sharp Increases in Chicken Pricess 

Egg and Turkey~rices About l~changed 
The tempo!'ary suspension of' price 00n troIs on Jtme 30 resul t·ed imnw"" 

diately in a sharp upwll,.d mov':lm()nt of cl~ickcm pricE'ls but 1 i tt1e change in egg 
and turkey 1"1'ic6s. Pri~es of chicknn iucreaRed about 20 percent in the first fpw 
days of JUly, but by min-July WGY'8 not much differ,mt th9.lI at 'the end (If lTune. 
future.; options on eggs declin<:>d (about 6 c.ents per dozen) fr~m June 30 to July 16. 
Prospe cti ve increases in ci vtlian mf.Jat supplies nnd n0Dr-record c01d sto'rnge 
stocks kept spot egr; and chicken pri-cos about unc}uinr;sd. Pr'ices of turkeys, in 
pa.rt dU') tDla:rgc cold st:lrar;8 h0ldinf,s, rCTnA.inec1. about Ul'.chanPc;Hd.· 

... ',. 
:PricE's reeei ved hy f'o.mers f"r poultry products during Junen.veraged mod- , 

erately below those of the previous yen.r. The !l.verage far.m .. e.gg price .this year 
was 33.5'cents per dozen, 96 percent of parity, 8nd 1.5 cents'bp.low June_ 15, .1945. 
Chicl::en ·a.nd 'ttl,rkny nrices vrer~) ').bout 1 to 2 cents per pound below thosE.: of the 
pr.evious year. 

Vii th the sharp il'l.crease that took place in fee'i prices fhllov;ing; the 
iner-eases in ceilin~s during Hay, the poul tr:{ products-ftled price ratics became 

,'unfavorable. Prices of feed (!urim; th~; pnst few months increas0d nbout lS pvr­
cent while the -e~g prices 'we-re at their s(:lnsonA.l lov!. The' egg-feed price'ratio 
was unfavorable comparoe] wi th othE;~ Ii vestack-feEld price rHtios. . 

r' 
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Table 3 0 - Livestock-feed price ratios, specified dates'. 

: Average 
s 

s s 
Item : Jan. 15: 

: 

Egg-feed •••••• : 
Chicken-feed •• : 
Turkey-feed ••• : 
Milk-feed ••••• : 

12.7 
8.2 

10.0 
1.32 

Butterfat-feed : 25.2 
Hog-corn ••• " .•• : 12.3 

I 

: 

1935-44 u:~ 

June 15 

10.8 
8.6 
8.8 
1 0 13 

22.2 
.11.4 

t 

: 

1946 

Jan. 15 

13.8 
7.9 

10.9 
Y. 1.49 
Y 29.1 

12.8 

: 
S 

: June 15 

9.6 
7.6 
8.9 

Y. 1.21 
Y 23.7 

10.1 

- 1946 as 
:percentage cte:ver~, 
: 
t 

: 
Jan. l5t 

Percent 
109 

96 
109 
113 
115 

87 

~ 

June lp 

Percent' 
89 
88 

101 
107 
107· 

89 

Y For the dairy-feed and hog-corn price ratios the averaGe shown is for 1925-44 • 
• ]1 Including dairy production payments. 

• 

UNITED STATES FOREIGN TRADE IN 'EG.GS .AND EGG PRODUCTS, 1910-45 

Exports of Er;gs NeGligible During VTorld ~ .! 
until the outbreak of l'Torld War II, United States foreign trade in eggs 

and egg' products vra.s of little imp·ortance. Exports until 1941 neyer exceeded 
the equiva.1ent of 40 million dozen shell eggs (less than 1 percent of the total 
yearly production). Imports on one or tvro o.ccasions 'nearly reach~d 60 million 
dozen, sh-eit egg equivnlent. but Generally l3.veraged about 40 million dozen. 

. . 

Most of the eggs imported in thetvro decades from 1910 through 1930 were 
dried eggs, largely from China. High prices in this coun~y encouraged imports 
from that aren. Exports "rere mainly to nearby regions in Latin Amet-ice. During 
the 1930's, the united States' foreign trade in eggs was almost nil, except in 
the drought years 1935 through 1937 when annual imports averf1.~ed close to 30 
million dozen, shell egg equivalent • 

Lend-Lease Stimulates Exports 
-. -- ~lowinf, enactment of lend-lease 1ecislation in March 19·n a grent 
expansion in exports of eggs oocurred, particularly in dried form. Exports 
mounted sharply and reached a peak in 19,M of 731 million dozen, shell egg 
equivalent. About 10 percent of the total egg production for 1941 through 
1945 was shipped to other countries. Early in the war, particularly in 1941, 

. most of these were in shell and frozen form, but with the increase in sub­
marine warfare, there was a shi~t to dried agES. 

VTith the cessation of hostilities, there was some increase in exports 
of shell eggs from the United States to Europe. But a sharp drop in exports 
of driedege;s occurred. DurinE the first quarter of 1946, exports of shell 
eggs to Svri tzerland totaled over 2 million dozen. Other countries vb ich received 
some quantities of shell eggs were Mexico, the Philippines, and Caracao. 
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'. Prospects for the ~ Few Years 

:".' ......... 

To ~valuate the possibilities of exports of;eggs and:egg products 
during the next few years it is important to know the point~ of dest~­
nation of wartime exports and also the prewar souroes of supply for the 
importing countries. The largest recipient of dried eggs ~s been the. 
Uni ted Kingdom', with about two-tlUrds of :the total q.ried eggs exported 
from 1941 to 1945 going to that country. About one~fourth of' 'the' tota): 
quan ti ty shipped' went to the U. S. S. R., and the remainder to: 'o'thElr coun­
tries, prinoipally Belgium. 

. ... , 
Immediat'ely prior to the war, the United Kingdom imP.orted the 

equivalent of about 250 million dozen shell eggs. primarili'from'Den~ 
mark. Netherlailds, Ej.J"e, and China. A rebuilding of thei,egg·. industry, 
whioh will probably take plaoe in the next few yearw ~n t~eVnited ~ 
Kingdom,and northwestern Europe, will have some. effect upon the United 
States "'9x:Port position. Also, the entranoe of -Canada into the. ~x-
port field will materially affect the :tini ted States' posi tion.: . Canadian 
exports to the. United Kingdom incteased sharply during the war and . 
will probably cnntinue at a high level. For the next year or two, . 

. however, until the feed situation in continental Europe and the' 

. United Kingd~m improves, it is possible that SUbstantial quantities 
of eggs, although not as large as thnse in any of the war years, 

, Will boexported. It does not appear likely thc."\.tany dfthe other 
European countries will be large customers, particularly at present 
price levels. It is possibh) that there will be some increases in 
shell-egg -eX'pO:l'ts to countries near the United Stat!3s, but not of 
significant quantities. . ... 

• 
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Table"~·.- Eggs and egg prod~.1cts: Exports and .. lmporh. Unlt.ed Sia'tes t 

. 1910-45 and ~a.nua.ry-Ma.rch ~946 

__ ' ___ ' __ ~ _. ___ · . .J.Shel1 e~uJmlen~)' .. ~:_. __ --"-

__ Year_. __ '~ L __ Total impo~t~ __ ~. ~ ~o~al' exs:orts lJ _. 

1910 
1911 
1912 
1913 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1917 
1913 
1919 

: 
." /I ............... ~., ...... ,~ .. 

, . . 
•••••••• : ••••••••• 4.~. · .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. " ".It ............ .. · . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . : 

· ...................... o· .............. .. 

· ...................... - ............... ,. 
· .................................. (O, •• t .. 

· • ........ 01 ................. '" r: ".' .. . 

· ...................................... . , 
• ...... ., ........ 0 ............. t-: t, • 

1 it· .. ' 

1920 •..•••..••• " ••.•..•.. : 
1921 .... e' ........................... 'i;~: 
192a •...••...•... s •••••• ·:·: 

1923 ..•. ~ ..... ,.., •........ : 
1924 ...................... ~ .............. : 
1925 ............................. If ...... : 

1926 ...................................... ~ 
1927 
1928 
1929 

. . ........................................ 
· • .... 1& ........................ :. " .. .. 

· ........................................ 

1.Q00 doBen l.QQQ dozen 

, 3.300 
5,14J. 
7,965 

11,263 
19,010 
16,819 
26~482 
40,268 
28,775 
48,845 

50~084 
52 .397 
53;1303 
30;995 
41,193 
57~666 
52 ,923 
36;216 
35,353 
53,293 

5,683 
13.216 
18,962. 
17,669 ... ' ... ' . 
21,019, . , . 
22,323 .' .. ' 
26~2b6 . 
19,886 
ao·,938. 
38,789 

26~842 
33,291 .. 
34~620 
30,659' .. 
28 ~1l7 . 
24~'999 :,. . .. 
26 ~634 , . . . ... . ... 
2ff,707 ' ..... , .. 
20;192 . 
12,075 ..... 

. ......... 
1930 ................... : 44,490 18,579 !. "':. 

1931 ................... : :33,563 7,684 
1932 .............. : .... : '. . 16~026 2~319 
1933 .............. ~ :,~. ~':' , 9,609 1 ~866 
1934 ............... ; ..... : . 7,·483 1,928 
1935 ..................... : 22,495 1,812 
1936 .................... : 26,664 2,098 
1937 ............. ~ ...... :. :n,679 2~376 • r , ' ~ ,. .. 

1938 .................... : 6~408 2~092 
1939 ................... : 4,957 2,697 

, 
.' 

of' .. • ~ , 

1940 ............ ~ ....... : 6,714 4,571 Df{ ~ '" • 
1941 ..................... : 1:,~064 }lf1~~3 I~ I 

194;( ................... : 3;430 ) 461',477 ... ".t,. 

1943 ................... : 912 697,092 ... . 
1944 ................... : 509 730~ 790 ... :. "." 
1945 ................... : 4,181 405', 138 ~ zit GH ~ .. ' 
1946 :... . b(.,,~ 31oC/;1.c, If ( ! {I .' •... 

J..r.i M ., c."7 l:!:3 ~19 .... ..... 
- _,::£_QP, ••• /I ••• '" •••• t ~ I ::. 

. I ~ 'l-7"-!::T__ _' ___ l __ ---1.P 2itL.-~ __ . ';.. ')..0 0 '"" _~_' '_' . ~~ 
.1./ From 1922 through 1940 neglir:ible rl'uanti ties of eRig .products not included. . 
Oompil.ed from Foreign Commerce and Navigation .o:f the Uni ~ed States, a<.nd off'i'c'ial .. 
records of the Bureau of the Census.', ... , .. ' .' .•.. ': . 

. ~ (OJ' . \ ... ' . ' ':--.' ...... " ... . 
~ / .,'~' 

.', " 

I • 
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Table 5.- Eggs and egg produc ts: Exports from llni ted States by countri es, 
. . 19l»-45. and JanuarrMarch 1946. . 

---'-1- 191U)": 1941 I 1942' -: - 1943 
: Egg: :Egg: l : a : 
:prod..,~ I prod-t S . I:' : : 
:ucts ~She11~ ucts tShe11 : Dried 3 Fro-lShe11: Dried I Fro-:She1l Country 
:other: ;other 
: than l : than • • 
:she11: : shell • • 
:1,000 1,0001,000 1,000 
• lb. • 
: 

United Kingdom.: 4 
Canada ••••••••• g 52 
Netherlands' ~ •.•• ; 0 
Belgium •••••••• : y 
U.S.S.R. . •••••.•• : - .... 
,Panama Canal 

Zone ••••••••• : 16 
Rep. of Panama .. : 25 
Bermuda •••••••• : ~ Switzerland •••• : 
Mexico ••••• ~ ••• : 1 
Other British 

West Indies •• ! --
Newfoundland and: 

doz. lb. to z! 

762 74,081 26,163 
124 1,080 148 

o 
o 

2,eS2 35 3.262 
214 92 191 

4 3B 84 
.,'0 0 0 
645 6 441 

85 92 

: 
• • 
• • 

I zen: . • • . zen ~ 

: ~ :: I 

1.000.",----jO""'.000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1.obo 
~b. lb. doz. Ib, 1b., do!!, .y 

117.974 
22 
o 
o 

32,lB7 

7 y 
10 

1,276 
2 

7.056 l,2B5 155.676 
o 5 y 

'0 

o 0 
20 
o 
o 
o 

o· '--- ' . 0 
'0 .. '--~ 74, 264 

26 2,394 
39 494 
8 73 
o 0 
o 479 

69 

o 0 
1 21 

Y 3 
380 0 

. 22 0 

... ~ .... --. 

--., 
--.,-

l' 324-
24 o 

380 

60 

Labrador ..... 0: 1 17 7 72 8 0 27 4 0 7p 
Cuba ••••••••••• : 23 5 15 56 0 1 18 0 0 ;3 
Curacao •••••••• z 12 326 29 377 2 12 229 0 'Ill 31~ 
Philippine Is •• : 1, __ 50 5 3 0 0 C 0 ---

Total ••• a.:--:l"""4~2"":~75.388 30,889 151,488 7,142 5. 073 230,347 55 1,19,7 
All others ••••• : 
__ Total ••••• : 

Oountry 

47 56 55 127 -.E.9 2 ~' _ 3.~~3 0 . ~ 
189 4,511 75;44331. 016 152~ 217 ~,144 5,198 233.96"0 55 1,~ 

1944 __ = ___ l!it5v . : __ Jan.-Maro, 1946-':'" 
• • • 0 • • • • __ ..... 

Dried "Frozen" Shell , Dried "Frozen'Shell' Dried "Frozen" Shell, 
--=:- : -=-- : --: -' -: --": . ~~. 

1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 100q~ 
lb~ lb. doz. lb. Ib~ doz. lb. lb. doz~ 

United Kingdom : 163• 299
6
. --0 --0 63,687 -0 f2Ir 8,601 -0' -0 

Cafu'l.da ••••••••• : 4 00 10 6296 ' 00 60 09 Y 15 
Netherlands .~ •• : 0 4 --- 0 --~ 
Belgium •••••••• : 0 0 11,077 0 0 0 --.... 
U.S.S.R •••••••• : 75.532 0 608413 0 ---
Panama Oana1 ?em: 0 0 0 0 41 1,153 29 16 622 

.- -, Rep. of Panama.: y 0 664 1 0 245' Y 1 80~ 
Bermuda h ... ~ •• : 2 0 39 1 0 18 0 0 0: 
Switzerland •••• : 33 0 0 75 0 0 0 2 2,110 
Mexico ••••••••• : 0 3 2~667 12 0 4,308 0 0 595 
Other B. W. Indies a .. -- 0 30 ""- 0 1 --- -- 3 
Newf.& Labrador : 26 0 30 . 0 0 8 0 0 0 
Ouba •••••••••• ~: !I 0 275 3 0 54·· 0 0 19 
Cura.cao •••••••• ; 0 10 313 0 13 402 0 0 122 
Philippine Is •• : 0 0 --- 6 0 0 0 ~ 

Total u ... : 238.938 13 4,028 135.950 54 b, 373 . 8,639 19 ----:::3.615 
All others ..... :. _'5~481 0 67 ~ 0·101 14r587 1/ 41 

Total .... ~~ . .l..1.~\l695 ~ 54 6.474 .l2. 26 --r9 3.65'5: 
rr-Less than 500 pounds. 
trompiled from Foreign Commerce and Navigation of the U.S., and official record of " 
the Bureau of the Census. 
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OANADIAN EXPORTS OF EGGS AND EGG PRODUOTS,1939-45 
' .... ," 

Exports of eggs and egg products from Oanada during World i\far II have 
shown trends similar to those of the United states. In prewar years, exports 
fromOanada averaged aboutQne million dozen shell eggs a year. Jht ;following 
the outbreak of hostilities in EUrope sharp increases in exports occurred, pa~ 
ticular1y to the United Kingdor.1. ;mxports from Oanada reached the eq.u.iVc?-lent of 
116 ni11ion dozen shell eggs in 1945. . .. " 

. ~ . 

Exports of shell eggs from Oanada were negligible until 1945/'" The decline 
in subnarine warfare and the, ~d of the war in 1945 gave.inpetus to increased 
shipnents of shell eggs to the' U.K. In 1945 about 4onii11ibn dozen of shell eggs 
were sent fron Oanada to the U.K.,. about on&-third of the total shipnents of eggs. 
Exports of dried eggs in 1942 were a1nost g nU1ion pOlmds, but"by 19.~ had reached 
nearly 25 Dillion pounds, almost all of this quantity going to the U.K. 

Of the total Oanadian egg production fran 1941 to 1945. about one-seventh 
was exported. At the export peak in 1945r.. shipDen ts accounted for nore than one­
fourth of the total production. ,Oontracts for 1946 and 1947 between the Uhited 
Kingdom and Oanada call for the delivery of 1,750,000 cases of shell eggs and 
5.000 tons of drieo. egg each year (equivalent to about 86 nillion dozen shell eggs 
a year). ' 

Table 6.- Production. and exports of eggs a..'rld egg products, Oanada. 1939-45 

Year 
:: Exports 
:Production:::: .... -__ ..;;;Sh;...;;.e1_1 ___ : ___ D_r;i..;..e-_d~-:l/;l,..-__ : Total shell egg equi-
; :: : valent 

:' United 
• • 

: Total :Uni ted : Total. : United Total 
-::-----'-:: : Kingdon : Kingdon::-:-,--=. : Kingdo ..... D __ 

Mil. doz •. Mil. doz. Mil. doz. 1','009 .1~. ;1.,000 lb. Mil.doz. Mil. doz. 

• • 1939 
1940 : 

• • 1941 
1942 : 
1943 
1944 : 
1945 'if: 

• • 

229 
242 
251 
286 
322 
368 
395 

1 
11 
16 

6 
1 
1 

42 

1 
11 
16 

~ 
57 

116 

1 
11 
15 
27 
1!0 
56 

113 

!7 Reported as eggs, egg yolk, or ege albumen, dried. evaporated, des sica ted or 
powdered. 
Ei. Not separately reported. 
3/ March 1, to December 1. 
1jj Prelininary. 
Oonl'iled fron Oanadian Yearbook, and Trade of Canada, Volume II, Exports. 
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MY 1946 ~·'·lt ~ .. 

'!Ai' TnS! Toi~IQN#REPOItTS ___ . t. 

The Cotton Situation 

Th~ Dairy Situation 

'The Demand and Price Si tua,tion 

Th!=l Farm Income,Si tUc'ltion. ' 
.' '. 

The,Fatsan~ O~ls Situation 

'The Feed Situation 

The Fruit SitUation 

The Livestook and Wool, Situation 

The Marketing and Transportation ,Situation 

The National Food S;i tuatlon 

The Poultry and Egg Situation 

The Tobacco Situation 

The Vegetable Situation 

(Monthiy) , 

(Monthly) 

(Monthly) 

(Monthly) 

(M.onthly) 

(Monthly) 

(Q,uarterly) 

:,(Monthly) 

(Monthly) 

(Monthly) 

(Monthly) 

(Q;uart erly) 

(Q,uarter1y) 

~ . ~ 

."_. 
• . 

The Wheat Si tua ti on 
. . 

(Ei-monthly except month.;ly for 
July and August) , 

The World S~ar Situation (Annually) . 
·.W" •• _, 

• ,The ab6ve reports A.~e available ·Hae upon request ~ Address requests to: 

:Bureau "of Agricultural Economics 
U. s. D,~partment of Agriculture 
Washington 25. D.C. 

.' . 
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