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PER CAPITA DISAPPEARANCE OF SHELL AND
FROZEN EGGS, 1925-29 AND 1940-44
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Because of increased production of eggs in the fall and winter months, the
seasonal pattern in per capita disappearance of shell and frozen eggs has changed con-
siderably during the past 2 decades. In the late 1920's, about 29 percent of the total
disappearance occurred in the second auarter, and less than 20 percent in the last
quarter of the year. But from 1940 through 944, second quarter consumption was less
than 26 percent of the total, while in the last quarter aimost 24 percent of the total
consumption occurred.

The changed seasonal pattern of supplies has been accompanied by a consider-
able reduction in the seasonal variation . of prices received by farmers for eggs.
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The Poultry and Egg Situation at a Glance
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Item : Unit : Month : 1945 3 1946 ¢ Comments about 19U6
: S ’
: Ezgs '
Farm production ........... esent Million doz, Sept. 220.9 283,1 272.0 ¢
Average number of layers on H t leyers increased more than usual
TAPME oo vononnracovonnans .3 Miltion ¥ 276.%  319.9 309.2 : during month. .
Rate of lay per hen ...... ees..t Humber " 9.5 10.6 10.6 : Rate of lay was below 1945 from June
H : through Auenst. ;
Apparent civilian per capita H H ‘
d1SapDearance ........... veen? n Aug., (See special article)
Prozen egg production .........%! Mil, 1b, " ——- 14,3 8,7 s
Dried egg production ........ R " -—— 7.9 G.8 ¢ U.S.D.A. continues making light

purchases of dried eggs. '

Cts. per doz. Sept. 28.2 39.6 4,5 ¢ Highest price for September

since 1920,

Prices received by farmers ....

Prices received by farmers as

sa 4s 20 es ao 4o ce b se no

percentage of parity ....... . Percent " gl 38 98 ¢ Index of prices paid, including
H interest and taxes, declined
¢ L points in September.
Betail price (B.A.B.) ...... ...: Cts. per doz. Aug, %5 53.3 5a.8 :
Fog-feed ratio vovoceveanne veose’ 1b, feed Sept. 13.8 13.5  1i.7 ¢
Stocks: 1/ : :
Shell .ovvvcvoonceooas e : 1,000 cases " 5777.0  3724.0 5860.0 : Withdrawals during September over
H § 2 million cases and exceeded
: ¢ only in September 19hl,
Frozen .......... eaeens ceseet " " v 4695,1  5420.0 5555.0 :
Dried ..veivrncennennnenvaaaat ML, 10, . - 20.1 20,6 :
Chicks hatehed ......cotne.. ...t Million » 20.7 51.9 26,6 t Demand for daby chicks in broiler
: H aress unfilled.
Potential layers on farms 1/ ..: " . 4g3.9 577.% 526.0 ¢
Pullets not of laying age 1f ..: N * 94,1 239.8 199.7 : w
Prices paid by farmers for :
laying mash o.evoeecenvannn. .: Dol. per cwt, ¥ 2.63 3.62 L4.56: Declined 16 cents per cwt,
Poultry :

Prices received by farmers

for chickens .......cc0000...% Cts, per 1lb, Sept. 17.5 27.5 29.3 : Exceeded only in July. Prices
increassd sharply froc mid-
September until removal of cell~

Prices received by farmers as ings on red meats (Oct. 15).

co e so 2 on

et %o se ea @4 91 ge 26 @8 4o 40 s4 9% 6 O8G0 s ea se ee S4B

percentage of parity ........: Percent " 109 138 118
Retail price of chickens (BAE) : Cts, per 1b., Aug. 32,0 b2,9 47,6 :
Prices received by farmers for :

tUTKEYS tevvriccecenncconcass . 0 " * Sept. 19.1 33.6 34,0 1 ¥ear all-tlme highs,
Stocks: 1/ :

Poultry, excluding turkeys ..: Mil, 1b. " 79.1 130,2 143,3 @ Ahead of any October 1 except 1943,

Turkeye ....... cecesraensnasat *OF " 9.3 27.0  U47.0 : Bxceeds amy previous October 1,
Chicken-feed ratio ............: Lb, feed " 8.5 9.4 7.7 @

H ¢ Not as favorable as last year,

Turkey-feed ratio ....oocevusuet ¥ " . 9.2 11.5 8.9
Receipts of poultry at Central : H

Western Primary Markets, per : :

Plant ..eeeevinnennnnn. ceee..? 1,000 b, " 28,7 38,9 3.3

1/ End of month,
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SUMMARY

The poultry and egg mérkets during September and until mid-October, when
the price ceiiings on meats were removed, were materinlly affected by the short
meat supplies. Wholesale prices of 21l poultry products in early October were
at or near the highest levels for World Var II., Upon removel of price ceilings
on red meats, chicken prices imrediately declined about 20 percent but egg eand
tufkéy prices shéwadnm&rmte change, In mid-September, prices received by farmers .
for eggs, chickens and turkeys were near.a11~time hizhs for tha* month, |

Bege pfices will decline seasoﬁally after November and mey be at support
levels by early 1947. TFurther decreases from the current high levels of chicken
and tufkey ﬁrices are in prospects But no substantial declines arec expected
wntil next éummer when consumer Iincomes may be declinins from current'record .
levels.

Supnlizes of egrs are now somewhat larger than.iast year., Egé production
is running about Y percent below 1045, but the record rafé @f withdrawals %rom
cold storage is offsetting the smeller production.- However, because of the-

strong demand in secondary markets and of marﬂets in surpius producing areas

egg supplies during September in the large markets were below those of 19Ur.
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Marketings of chickens during September and first half of October are
ﬂahead of last year, even though the number of chicliens and broilers on farms
..are bel&%‘lésﬁ'yéara This is probably aue to the very fevoreble ghickon prices anq

the early hatch which occurred in 1946. Frozen poultry was moving out of storage

during September although normally it would be moving ine, Turitey suprlies are
about. as lurge as lust year, with large cold sborase stocks offsetting the O pe

Al

percent reduction in the number of turkeys raiscd.
Prices received by farmers for eggs in 1947 will average hicher thsn in .
19H6,/particu1arly during the flush~pr;dnction seasone Iorm ere production in
1947 probably will be 6 to § percent below 1GU6, On Cctober 1, 1946, the number
of potential layers on farms was 9 percent oeclor the previous_October 1. |
Regionelly, the decline n nroduction prob=bly +ilil Dbe gfeaéer than
average in the North Atlauntic States nﬁcre‘the tight fecd situction during the
spring and summer of 1946 resultcd in larse reductions in renleocement stock.
Prices in the Wesfern and North Atlantic Statés are ovpacted to be higher than
usual in éelation to the Urited States averare, The ¥Western States have become o
a deficit prqdﬁcina area in recert years.
For éeveral years consuvmption of eseos has been lanling out secsonslly.
In the late 1920's 2bout 20 nercent of the total consumption occurred in the
second quarter, and less thon 20 percent in the last quorter of the year, Put
from 1940 throuzh 19uk, second;quartsr consurption wes less then 26 percent of
the tot:l, while in the last qunrfcr almost o4 percent of thg total consumption.

aecurred.~_ .

BN " ' : L ' . .o dEn
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RECINT DEVEIOPMENTS

Bop Pricos Inereased Over 5 _Cents in September

Prices received by fermers for esrs rose from 39,1 cents per dozen to
Uh,5 cents from August 15 to Septembor 15. This is en increase of 14 percent,
whereas the usval secsonal increase in that period is about 12 percent. The 5okt
cent rise is the third larres' increase to occur in eny compareble 30-dsy period
since records have been kept (1909).

Since mid-September, wholesale prices of eggs hrve incremsed further, and
in October they were at or near the highest level for the war period. - Slight
contremgeasonal decreases in spot marzets occurred immedintely following removnl
of vrice reculotions on red meats, But fature options declined ~bout 10 to 15
percents.

Prices received by farmers rose from 88 percent of parity in midedugust
to 98 percent in mid-Septembers The parity index dropred from 204 in mid=Ausust
to 200 ir mid=September. The shrrper~than—usual rise in ecg prices was duve
largely to the scarcity of meat supplics in Septembars

Despite the sharp increaese in egs vriges,. the egg=feed price rotio cone
tinues legs favoreble for egy 1oductlon then in the ~revicus yerr. - In nide-
Septerber the ega-fend price rrt o of 11.7 was 13 »nergent below »eotﬁrber 1545,
and 15 percent below the 1975-Ul4 svorsze for mid-Septembers Fead prices, with
the removal of ceilings, have rem-ined bish, but have dedlined somewhnt from
the reecord peaks reached in nid=July., Prices psid by fursers for poulfrv ration

-

in mid-Seoptember evorazed $3.80 per hunﬁrng nounds, on inerease o7 § prrcent over

mideJune ond 30 percent ovor September 1GY5.

Supplies of Emgs Durins September Somewhat
Larger than Last YTeary

<

Farm ege production durins September, tobaling &72 million dezen, was I}
percent or 1l million dozen below last ye=mr, The average numbar of layars on
farms wos 3 percent below Uentember 19ﬂR and the retc of lax wes tho ssme,
Becanse of the sherp rises inezs prices ard the early 1316 hatch the number of
layers on farms increased more than usuel for Sopberber, despite the hish prices
received by farmers for ponliry meat,

Total supplies of engs during September apposrad to be sorewhat larger
than in Sevtember 1945, The emaller nroduction was more thon offset by a large
outmof=storage movement of bobh shell and froren egrse The out—sfwstorase movae
ment of shell egrs during Septerber was 63 million dozmen, 38 million dozon above
Scptember 104K,  With the excepbion of 1044, when lorve quantities of storage
eggs were beinr used for drying purposes, the shell esz outwof--storsze movement
in September this yeer was the lorgest for the month on record. . Déspite this
large outwnmovement, ccld storase atocks of shell eggs on October 1, totaling
5086 million cases (176 million Gozen), were almost 5O percent above ths exceps
tionally low October 1, 1945 holdingss but sbout equal to the 194044 aversre for
October 1o Withdrawals of frozen ezss durine September, toteling 24 million
pounds, were about 9 million pounds avove September 1915, Stocks of frozen ezgs

>

on October 1, however, were still lerge in compsrison with any year prior to 1942,
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The large out-of-storage movement continued during early October, with
withdrawals of shell eggs running aboub double those of last year. ZFrozen egg
withdrawals also continuved heavye. :

Supplies of eges in the large markets during September were substantially
below September 1945, Receipts at the L principal markets and at the Centrals
Western Primary Marikzets were 10 to 15 mercent below last year. Strong demand
and high consumption near points of production resulted in a smaller flow of eggs
to the large markets than last year. However, storage stocks available in the
larger urban markets are holding up consumer supplies in the cities,

Chicken Prices Rise Sharply Then Decline

Poultry prices have moved erctically since July 1 when ceilings were
terminated. Initially, wholesale prices rose about 20 percent, However, after
nid-July, prices declined to the levels in effect at the end of Juné. Frices
remained relatively unchanged until early Sentenber,  During September, wholesale
prices for differenct types rose about 20 to 30 percent. ZFrom October 1 to
October 15, when price controls on red meats, were removed, some slight further
increases occurred. Immediatley upon the removal of price controls on red meats,
however, prices for chicken declined significantly, about 10 percent.

Prices:.received by farmers for chiclens hit a record high. in July of 29.4
cents per pound.and then receded 1.8 cents in mid-August to 27.6 cents per pound.
The price received by farmers in mid-September was 29.3 cents per -pound. Waolesal
prices rose sharply after mid-September., High prices for red meat and a
continuation of the record level of consumer purchasing power, will prcbably
tend to keep moultry prices at relatively high level.

Chiclzen Move Out of
Storage Contraseascnally

The strong demand for chickens, accompanied by smaller supplies than in any
recent year, has resulted in a contraseasonal out-of-storage movement. During
September about 19 million pounds of froZen chicken were withdrawn from cold
storage, the first time since 1925 than an out-mevement has occurred during the
monthe. . Since October 1 the rate of into~storage movement of frozen poultry
has been substantially below last year, ' ’

Despite the withdrawals during Sentember, stocks of frozen chicken on
October 1 exceeded any previous October 1, excent 1944, The large carry-over

of frozen chicken in the early summer provided a large back-log.

Turkey Prices Below Chicken Prices

Based on whelesale quotations, prices in early October for most trpes of
chickens were above turkey prices, a most unusual situation. Prices received by
farmers for turkeys in mid-September were 34,0 cents per pound; an increste of
1.2 cents over mid-August., However, the nid-Se tember nrice was still below the
record levels reached in late 194l and 1945, With the removal of government
price regulations on red meats, turkey prices during the current marketing
geason are exjpected to decline, However, the high level of wurchasing nower
is expected to hold turkey prices near last year levels.
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Cold storage stocks of turkey have been rapidly depleted in the past

few months. February 1 caldsiorage holdings of -urkeys were 135 million pounds,
triple normal holdings. ®Stocks remained very large until July when withdrawals
became very heavy. These large withdrawals, .as in the case of chicitens and eggs,
have been due o the tight meat situation., 0On October 1, cold-storage holdings
of turkeys were 47 million pounds, a decrease of nesrly 90 million pounds since
“February 1. 3But October 1, 1Gu16 stocks of turker weré still above any previous
Octover 1.

EGGS: REGIONAL DEVEIOFMENTS. .D CITLOQK FOR 1947

BACKGROUND. - Bgg productlon for 1947 probab ly will be 6 to 9§

percent below 1946. On October 1, 19u6 the 526 million

potential layers on farms (hens and hullets of laying age,

plus pullets not of laying agelwares 9 percent below the

number a year earlier, By ragions the number as a percent-.

age of ‘ore*fiouc vear, was as~follows: UNorth 2tlantic, 87 -
prrcent; Bast North CentrAl 90 nercent; West North Central,
g1 v:Lcent, ‘South Atlantic, 94 verceat; South Central, 92
percent; and Western, 93 nercent.

Prices received by farmers during 1947 are likely to
average above I9U6, partieularly during the flush production
season., Thae sharp increase occurring during the past few
months in the narity index, and further increases in prospect,
will raise minimum support levels for eggs for the 1947 flush
oroducticn seascn above 1946 actual returns. The index of

rices pald by farmers, including interest and taxes in 'mid-
September was 200 (1910-14=100), compared with an average of
184 from March through June, an increase of § percent. rrices
received by farmers during the 1946 flush wroduction season
averaged 32.4 cents per dozen, 96 rercent of pariity.

Regional Outlook for 1947 -
Ege production in the North Atlontic region is expected to decline re-

latively more than in other regions in 1947, as the nunver cf potential layers

in that region on October 1 is much lower rercentagéwise than the United

States averase., This feei-deficit area was greatly affected by the tight

feed sitvation during the spring and early summer of 1946. The number of

chiclens rajsed in the North Atlantic in 1946 was 22 vercent below last year,

compared with a Nation-wide cdecline of 18 percent. rroduction in the Bast

Horth Central- Stateg will provably decline mere than O T*f:rcen'l;, since

potential lay ng stock is about 10 wercent Helow last ye

Farm egz output in the West North Central, South Jeantral, snd South
Atlantic States,however, is expected to show on1" moderate decreases in 1947
from this year. Feed supplies irn those areas are large, and the size cof laying
flocks will rrobably not be mo e than & wercent lower on the coming January 1
than on January 1, 1946,

rrices received by farmers in the North Atlantic and Western Rezions
will probably show average rises greater than in other areas, the former
because of reduced supplies. The Western Rezion in the past 5 years has
become a deficit egg-producing area, in contrast to earlier years when
substantial quantities of eggs were shipped out.




HENS AND PULLETS ON FARMS JANUARY 1, AND ANNUAL
RATE OF LAY, BY REGIONS,1925-46
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FIGURE 3
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FARM EGG PRODUCTION PER PERSON¥,
UNITED STATES AND REGIONS,1925-46
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FIGURE 4, Reflecting strong wartime demands for eggs, farm egg production per person in
the West North Central, East North Central, and South Central States increased greatly
over prewar. The North Atlantic States have been showing a steady upward trend in
production per person, probably as a result of expansion in commercial egg production.
Production per person in the Western States has been declining over a period of years,
largely because of a rapid increase in population in that area. Production per person
in the South Atlantic States has remained relatively stable.
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Very little dehydrating took place in the Western States during the wars
As a deficit area, the West will need some inshipments, and prices received
by farmers in the West will remain higher compared with prewar averages than will
those In other areas.

Prices received by farmers in the Hast North Central and WNest North
Central =reas will depend in larger part than in other regions upon the strength
of export demand. From 1945 through 1944, about 20 pereent of the eges produced
on farms in the Bast North Central, and 25 to 35 percent in the West North
Central States were used for export. Few ezgs were dried in 1945, In 1946 about’
5 percent of the eggs produced in the West North Central area went into drying.

. Prices received by egg producers in the South Atlantic and South Central
States are expected to remain at gbout thsir usual position in relation to the
United States averagze price.

Regional Production Trends

Farm egz production during the war made unusval gains. Production in-
creased each year from 193¢ through 10WW; in 1944 production was 50 percent
above 193%. Ezmg production receded about 5 percent in 1945 from l9u§'levels,
-gad in 1046 tentative indications are for a total egs production on farms of
B,L75 million dozen, 3 percent below 1045, But this will still be 48 percent
above the 1435-39 average. About twe-thirds of the increase during the war
resulted from a larger nunber of layers and one-~third from increases in the rate
of lay.

The changzs are more striking on a regionzl basise Because of the strong
demand for egzs for dehydrating purposes, lergest increases in esg production:
occurred in the predomirantly surplus-producing area, the West North Central
Stetess At its peak, in 1944, production in that area was nearly 200 percent
of the 19%35-3) average. Producticn increases for the 3 years, LGUL-U6, compared
with 193739, by regions, were as follows: North Atlantic, 42 percent; Eest
Worth Central, Y41 percents West North fentral, 85 percent; South Atlantic, LO

- percent; South Gentral; 53 percent; Western, 24 percenty and United States.53
Ypercent. )

A remarkable achievement in egg production has been the large increase
‘occurring in'the rate of lay since 1934 (see Senterber 1946 issue of The Poultry
and Erg Situstion). TFrem 1934 to 1945, production per hen, on a hen-house basis,
rose from 96 eggs to 118 emgs, an incrcase of 30 percents Production per hen
receded in 1546 about 3 percent from the 1945 record, This was due, in part, 4o
the early removal of hens from flocks because of the short feed supply in the
spring of 1GU6,

g

Regione1lly, the sharpest increases in rate of ley occured in the West
Worth Central and Fest North Central States. Production per hen and pullet on
farms Jenuery 1 in those areas, 19UU-UE, averaged 18 and 28 percent, respectively
above orewar, The North Atlantic and Somth Cerftral Regions showed moderate
ircreases of § to 12 percent during the past 3 years over prewar. The South
Atlantic and Western areas had only minor irncreases in the rate of pay.
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fqble ].-Annual rate of lay »ner hen and »ullet on fqrns January 1
by reesions, 1325 546

(Part of data for fizure 3)

Year 'No, Atl, (BN, Cent. [W.H, Cent., §. A1, | S. Cent. | West. . ; U. S.
¢ Nunber Number Number Number Number Number Number
1925 ...t -108 91 g4 gl 79 113 90
1926 ..t 109 g5 - 8% g8 - 87 1121 95
1927 ...t 110 gl g7 90 85 115 93
1928 ...t . 108 93 a7 83 78 111 91
1929 ,..: 114 97 .88 85 81 118 gl
1930 ...: 112 97 £g gl 77 117 93 4
1931 .3 117 150 90 87 &1 119 96
1032 ... 117 98 85 g7 g2 118 gl
1933 ...: 116 a5 g5 83 75 116 91
1934 ...z . 116 192 79 g4 75 118 29
1935 ...t 12% 101 &7 g5 80 121 96
19%6 ...: 1ok 98 g3 87 21 126 95
1937 ovet 125 103 90 89 32, 127 59
1938 ...: 0 132 102 101 95 90 123 106
1939 ...t 13¢ 109 93 91 8¢ 123 103
1940 ...2 7 12%4 107 96 92 82 1149)2.0 101
1941 ...r 1374 115 W06 e’ SEU2R 12§, 116
MESH TR I 116 % 119 113 st 9T 9532 12857 W 3%
1943 ... 135 117 110 413 %% NS 128+ ¥ Il
194k i 13RS g 1312 110 921 Ix¢ wipg - 112
1985 .,.: 133~ 126 2% jae 9944 9% 2 1383 118
1946 1/, 32133 124 108 | 9% 4 oRt 12817 \(1 #b
> 135 30 3.5 jof il "4 -

1/ Br&llminary indication, Octoter 10L5,

for the largo increases in the rq+e of 1av

in the two
oceurred, -

laving

ligé

-nhl S

has bePn w3

rtlculwrly pronounceé

Jorth Central areas where the larsest increases in the rate of lay have
In these twd areas abont three-fourths of the loying flocks on
January 1, 1945 were -ullets coppared with €5 to 70 percent in the late 19%0's.

In contrast, in the Western and Southern Atlantic Regionsg, where increases in the
ragte of lay have been nezligible, 3u119t~ compriged less th:n to cercent: of the

+1

flocks (see table 2)

13%

! :“ ::1
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Table 2.- Hens and pullets on farms January 1, and pullets as
} a percentage of total, United States and by regions,

[
O
]

1931 i6 B
: (Part of data for fisure )
x United States North Atlantic Xast North Central
7 H H tPullets @ : H sPullets @ : H ) tPullets
Y [ F H t as : H H P as a : : H H
i : Hems : T : fotal :p:rc:nt-: Hens : T8l= : motal tpercent~: Hens Pul-  pota1 :p::-c:nt-
: : lets : sge of : ; lets : age of : ; lets . : age of
H H H : total : : : total ¢ H H : total
T MAL, Mil, Mil, Percent Mil. Mil, M1l, Percent Mil, Mi], Mil, Percent
1931 158 2k ko2 61 16 25 41 61 30 54 ‘84 64
1932 156 230 386 60 16 24 4o 60 30 52 82 63
154 237 291 61 16 26 k2 62 30 53 83 64
193 147 238 385 62 15 217 42 6l 29 6 &5 66
1935 & 139 s an 350 60 16 25 5 61 28 9 11 64
1936 1 136 227 163 63 15 28 43 65 26 55 31 68
1937 ¢ 130 250 380 66 15 32 L7 68 25 58 83 T0
1938 : 138 215 353 61 15 28 43 65 27 ug 76 64
1. .
10 1+ 1390 2% 393 65 16 33 b 67 2 55 80 69
1941 15 ) 2uo 1 63 16 32 gyt 67 25 sk 79 68
1942 & W9sse 27V ¢ &5 16 36 B5Y51 69 26 58 sty S 69
1943 : 169/ 319 ugkq 65 1879 L2 BEG! 69 29 6665 9593 69
1 : 1TYy  3BIY 819804 67 1820 W4T 6267 T1 28 271 100 72
1945 169/7° 308 k69 +14 64 92| 42 BBL3 67 29 626/ fN90 68
1946 1+ WFV 3228 W69 477 69 LA +1 BeeS 712 dr23  gage7 %21 o
g4t 15D afe 73 9 “#o Lo a8 go s
’ 3
: ‘Weat North Central : South Atlantic ; South Central ' Western
: : H tPullets @ H t tPullets @ : : iPullets @ : : Pullets
. Year ¢ H H t as & H H : tas a H it as a 3 :
' : Hons: i“l iTotal ipercent-: Hens: Pul- iTotal percent-- Hens. Pul-, Total tpercent=: Hens: Pul Total .p::c:nt-
. ets, . lets . . lets . ; lets
: : age of : : ! age of : .a.ge of : t age of
t z : : total ¢ H : : tota]l ¢ : : t total @ : : :_total
s M1, Mil, Mil, Percent M1}, Mi)l, Mil, ljergent Mil, M1}, Mil, Percent M11, Mil, Mil, Percent
1931 : W2 77 119 G % @ ;o H MoT 6 1 A b %
1932 ¢+ 4 72 112 17 20 37 54 33 W16 5k 18 21 39 54
1933 : 39 73 12 65 17 21 38 5 3k w8 56 17 19 36 5
1934 37 75 12 67 16 19 gg 5 » own 75 55 17 20 37 5
1935 : 33 62 95 65 15 19 56 3 ig 69 55 1% 18 33 55
1936 : 33 65 98 66 15 0 3 51 i N 56 16 19 35 54
1937 ¢+ 29 69 98 10 15 2 37 59 30 47 17 61 16 21 37 57
1938 : 33 5e N 64 15 19 34 56 ;g Yo 713 55 16 19 35 54
1939 :+ 3 72 103 70 15 2a 337 58 b5 7hY 51 15 18 I 55
H
1% : 33 75 108 69 16 =22 3B 58 3% M 8 5T 15 2 3% 58
141 35 73 207 68 16 20 551 5 35 W 717 5% 16 19 35 5k

1942 ¢ 3'21 86 123 70 17 23 58 7 5 89 58 17 2 i&?ﬂ 55
1

1943 1 103 145 n 19 26 s 58 > 61 105> _ 58 w23 56
T R 153 13 20 30 50 o0 uSL 64 10910 59 1811 267 W4l &g
1945 ¢+ 39 100 _-139 2 20 2% Wi 55 45 52 77(,, 5h 18 A 394 5L
1?1% t 3P 106° 1139(; 16 %g f}? u%‘rlo 60 31'? 5%; 9& 167 2l 334 B9
1947 + 3 23 (P 1 al

Iﬁifz»/ H 3(>+ Jq 123 He A 4o 3{ 44, <[I K] 21 }3;‘}

4 >4 g2 g BN Y 2 b a2 34

M gl e il 14 4 24 LT A

‘ \I\T:f & ’ « T B 413 /4 1«/'7% Ly 24 St % 0
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1/ Tentative indication, October 1946
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Table 2.~ Farm egg production: Total and per capita, Us. S. and by regions
: 1925-46 - u :
(Part of data for figure %)
H N. A. $ . . . H s Ce 3 Se A.
Year s Produc- ¢ Per : Produc- : Per ¢ Produc~: ©Per s Produc- g3 Per
t tion s capita : tion s capita ¢ tion $ capita ¢ tion s caplta
« Mil.doz.  No. Mil.doz.  No. Mil.doz.  No. Mil.doz. No.
z H
1925 & 375.3 140 65842 336 81642 756 269.8 217
1926 : 378.8 139 69242 348 870.5 802 278.8 221
1927 '+ 386.2 140 701.3 347 880.5 806 300,5 236
1928 : 388.1 139 685.8 334 882,.9 804 293.,8 228
1929 ¢ 390.6 137 671.5 322 875.8 793 271,3 208
1930 : 405.3 141 693.8 329 929,5 836 273.8 208
1931 : 396.0 136 702,3 331 892.3 796 267.1 201
1932 :.397.3 136 671,.5 316 788.0 700 266.4 199
1933 : 403.1 137 657.5 308 791.2 700 258.5 190
1934 . 406,3 138 651,7 304 742.8 656 244,86 179
1935 3 416.6 140 650.4 302 691.2 609 243,2 176
1936 s 437.5 147 665.8 308 673.9 595 253,2 182
1937 '+ 489.9 164 714.6 329 73247 649 275.2 195
1938 & 476.2 159 689.5 315 764.8 680 274.2 191
1939 s 502,1 167 709.5 322 843.2 749 276.8 189
1940 : §19.1< 1755 - 71€.1 322 867.9 771 286,9 182
1941 ; 539,87 179/¥ 754,90 3347 93,4,  83%5 28653 186/
1942 : 595.4¢/.5 19906  841,1737Y 368377 1, 15877 1,08144  BR8:R°C7 2087 _
1943 ; 65¢.4(%(~21825L  920,27¢7.9 408-4:5 1,33457 1,22331  360.7° 239°*
1944 : 70%.8751% 2352462 9884649747 42944 1 422;%‘ 1 30837 886463704 2RGVE
1945 ; 644.6-71.3 213243 956.8743.4 413142> 1,405, ?7 15279/5° /371,837 218%F
1946 1/: §35,0 719 R04 231 950.07~2: 896 %/¢  15380:0" 1\23.18}.2 7 B8040 2095
LT el Y YA 3% EYV NI Wiy a3
T S. C. : Western t _ United states
¢ Produc- ¢ Per : Produc- : Per ¢ Produc- s Per
t tion s capita ¢ tion 1 capita s tion 3 capita
s Ml.doz. No. Mil.doz. No. Mil.doz. No.
1925 , 488.6 283 306.0 349 2,914.1 305
1926 . 540.5 309 343,3 381 3,104,0 320
1927 . 590.0 332 36044 390 3,218.9 326
1928 * 573.5 319 397.5 419 3,221.6 322
1989 * 546.2 300 404.8 416 5,160.1 312
1930 * 532,2 289 421.0 423 3,255.6 317
1931 ¢ 524,1 283 429,2 425 3,211.0 311
1932 ¢ 522,9 280 37847 372 3,024.,8 291
1933 : 499.9 266 349,2 340 2,959.5 282
1934 ; 464.6 245 359.1 345 2,869,1 262
1935\ , 463.6 242 335.8 /318! 2,800.8 264
1936 | , 480.4 250 36740 540&,‘,U 2,877.8 270
1937 | , 526.8 273 391.2 ,103,130.3 292
1938/ , 551.6 283 356.8 13c9 3,113.0 288
1939 , 562.1 285 342.8 0 3,236.9 297
1940V , 551.5° 277/ ,‘5&tni%,4 35,2988, 300\
1941 | 534,20 . 292 36885, 5.3 3,480+ 3125
1942 | 6-2’/0‘;2 234 5 398 4 4,027 6445, 35;%3
839 ] 0 ¢ 4,520, 7% o
8&2 ! %%32“;/ ' i‘%&%r %1*5%2439};411 '
1945 ' 79‘5"0 T8 e Z 379 . DZ 4281544 4/5;«/ 353
1946y 78240 7 1964 364/ 428.0 #31598 341
LEIT 8 o2 343 i ybod. d “34 ¢
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Regional changzés in egg producfluh liave not followed regional population
trends in recent years. Fa"m-egg production for the United States from 1944
through 194%, averaged 396 egzs per persom, a 40 percent incrcase over 1935=39,
Qutput per person increased most sherply in the West Worth Central States, averw
aging during the past 3 iears nearly 95 percent ibove prewar. Incroases about
equal to the national change. ~- 20 to 80 percent -- wers made during the war
in the South Cen'ral, Bast North Central, and Iorth Atlantic areas, Production
per person rsmainod abov t unchanged in the South Atlantic area, and declined
in the Weatern States, In the Weqtern States 1t has been on a downward trend
since thre farly 1930'5. (See teble 3.) -

Regional irlce‘Tr.nds:”

Frices recwivad by farmers for eggs incraavﬁé ghzrply during ths war,
except in 1944-when ogg production reached its peak. Prices more than doubled
from 1939 to 1913, declined about 12 porcert in 1544, and rose again in 1545
and 1546 to the 19 13 ‘1level, The weighte? averase price received by farmers for
epps in 1943, 1945, and 1946 was between 37 and 38 cents per dozen, compared
with 17,4 cents in 193%, Prices recsived by farmers. from 1943 throuch 1946
averaged about 20 Dercent rlgher than in the.late 1420's, --

Regionally, ‘ularpost advances during the -mr dceurred in the Western
and South Central Status, Bge prices in the Yest .rom 1944 through 1946 averw
aged about 80 percent above prewar, comparsd “with a national average about 70
Test in recent years have been
substantially above the T:itbed ”tﬁteq avorage price, This is in contrast to
the situntion existing until 1940 whei oz prices in that area were sbomt

=iy

equal to the national average. The changs is a roflecticn of the shift from

a surplus to a deficit arca. The sharp advancos in egg prices in the South
Central States were caused chiefly by the ~artimc expansion in industry, the
estoblishment of military camps, and expansion of the egg~drying industry

in that areas Frices reccived by egg producors in the Jorth Atlantic States
increased less than in othoer arease Although prices in those bates were re=
latively high bvefore the war, the smaller increase 1s probably dve also to
the incrcases in competition from the twe Morth Central arcas. A strong demand
for ezgs for dehydrating was responsible in vart for the greater increase in

=58

average =gg prices in the ¥orth Central States than in the North Atlantic States,
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CIVILIAN DISAPPEARANCE OF SFELL AND FROZEH L::GS, BY MONTES.

Estimates of monthly disappearance of shell and ’rozen ezgs (excluding
c1v111an consumption of dried eggs) were publiished in the October 1943 Poultry
and Egg Situation.for the pericd from 1925 to September 1943, Since October 1943
disappearance figures have appeared in the summary table of The Poultry and Lgg
Situation,.

The data in table® convert the total disappearance to a per capita
baslis, in contra)t to total monthly disappearance published in the October 1943
Poultry and Egg Situation. These disappearance figures indicate particularly
e chanoLnb soasonality in egg consumption, with a larger portion. in recent
years being consumed in the last quarter than in earlier years. This change
in seasonality has rcsulted largely from the shift in egg production. Total
production /¢F eggs in the three months, November through danuary, 194345, was
more than twice the avernge production in those months of 1925-29., Disappearance
by gquarters for different periods, as a percentage of total, is as follewss

Percontage of total o
2nd S : T 4th

Years : 1st : :
: quarter : quarter_ . 2 quarter quarter
1925-29 avercage. : 25,2 29,3 2641 J".19,5
193034 average ) 26,6 2844 250 o 19,9
1935-39 average : 25,5 2749 25,0 . 2L5
1940-44 average : 26,0 25,7 24,8 23,5
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Table 4,- Eges: Welghted annual average farm price per dozen,
United States, and regions, 1924-U6
H H H H H H
. North . Bast North ., West North South South . United
Tear . Atlantic Central . Central Atlantic : Central 3 V¥estorn ; States
i Cents Centg Cents Cents Cents Cents Cents
1924 : 3n.6 26.9 234 28,5 23.0 28,3 26.7
1925 : 38.9 29.9 26.5 32,2 21.2 33.6 30.4
1926 : 37.5 8.7 25.4 31.8 26,2 29.6 28.9
1927 : 34,3 4.6 21.5 28.0 2.8 26.6 25.1
1928 : 36.9 8.4 25,1 29,8 24,8 27.8 28.1
1929 : 394 29.9 25.9 32.1 26.1 30.9 29,8
1930 : 33.1 23.0 19.4 26.7 214 .4 23,7
1931 : 26.1 17.1 14,0 20,4 14,6 18,7 17.6
1932 : 21,6 13.5 11,0 15.6 10.9 16.0 .2
1933 : 20.7 12.9 10,5 15,7 11.1 16.1 13,8
1934 : 23.9 16.2 13,7 19.0 1.8 18.0 17.0
1935 : 29.6 22.8 20,8 23.6 20.5 2,2 23,4
1936 ;28,4 21.0 18,5 23,2 19,2 22,3 21,8
1937 : 27. 20.3 17.9 22.7 18,8 2.5 2.3
1938 : 27. 19. 16.6 21.8 17.0 22,6 20.3
1939 : 244 16,2 13.4 19.4 15.1 20,2 17.4
1940 : 24,9 17.1 14,2 20.1 15.5 19.3 18,0
1941 : 30.1 22.5 20.3 24,7 21,0 26.0 23.5
1942 : 37.1 29,0 - 21.3 29.9 21.2 32.3 29.9
1943 : Uy N 36,2 3,2 37.5 3’*-3 <5 37.0
194l $ 39.0 30.9 29.6 3.0 30. 35.9 32,4
1945 47.3 36.3 32.8 .0 35.0 42,3 37.5
1946 1/ : 463 3.5 31.5 L7 35.5 u2.9 37.0
1/ Preliminary indication, Octobder 1946,
Table 5.~ Bggs: Weighted annual average farm price per dozen,
o United States, and regions, 192U-4§ :
(Index numbers 1935-39 = 100)
North . East North . West North .  South . South United
Tear Atlantic Central Central ' Atlantic Central : Vestern . States
1924 i 125,8 135.2 134.5 129,0 127.1 126.3 128,4
1925 : 1.5 150.3 152, 3 145, 7 150, 3 150.0 146,2
1926 1364 1y, 2 146.0 143.9 1848 132,1 138.9
1927 1247 123,6 123,6 126.7 1204 118,7 120,7
1928 ¢ 13w.2 2,7 1hu, 3 134.8 137.0 124,1 135.1
1929 : 1433 150.3 148.9 1452 1,2 137.9 . 13,3
1930 : 1204 115.6 111,5 120.8 118,2 1134 113.9
1931 : 94.9 85.9 80.5 92.2 80.7 83.5 .6
1932 : 78.5 67.8 63.2 70.6 60.2 7.b 68.%
1¢33 : 75.3 64,8 60.3 1.0 61.3 7.9 66.3
1034 : 86.9 81.4 18.7 86.0 81,8 80.4 81,7
1535 ¢ 107.6 11k,.6 119.5 106.8 113.3 108.¢C 112,5
1936 : 103.3 105.5 106.3 105.0 106.1 99,6 10k, 8
1937 ¢t 100.0 102.0 102.9 1027 103.9 100.% 1024
1938 : 99.6 97.2 95.4 98.6 93.9 100.9 97.6
1939 : 88.7 81, 71.0 87.8 83.4 90.2 83,7
1940 : 90.5 85.9 81.6 91.0 8.6 86,2 86.5
1941 ¢ 109.5 113.1 116.7 111.8 116.0 116,1 113.0
1942 : 1349 . 15,7 156.9 135.3 150,32 kY, 2 143.8
1943 1 165.1 181.9 196.6 169.7 189.5 180.8 177.9
1944 O DS W 156, 3% 170.1 153,8 168.0 160,3 155.8
1945 t 172.0 182,14 188,5 185.5 193.4 188.8 180,32
1946 1/ :  1€8.4 173.b 181,0 188.7 196, 189,32 182,2

1/ Preliminary indication, October 1946,
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Table 6.- Apparent civilian disappearance of shell and frozen eggs per capita -
(shell egg equivalent), United States, by months, 192646 1/

Year : Jan, ' Feb. : Mar, ° Apr.® May ! June! Julyi Aug.® Sept.’ Oct. : Nov. : Dec, :Total
1925 ¢ 17.0 22.7 36,1 315 32,7 29.5° 29.3 27.3 26,0 23.4 19.4 19.3 314.2
1926 ¢ 21,2 2646 37,9 - 34.5 32.4 30.83 30.2 29.3 28.0 24.4 20.2 19.3 334.8
1927 ¢ R0.5 27.1 38.4 34,2 32.8 31.7 31.3 31.0 27.1 24,9 20,6 19.6 339,2
1928 : Rl.6 26.1 37.2 33.7 32,1 31.3 31.2 28.2 26,9 25.2 21.4 2l.2 336.1
1929 : 22.9 23.8 37.3 33,1 33,5 30,1 30,1 29.3 26,7 24,7 19.6 19.3 330.4
1930 : 19,9 27,3 36.4 32.3 30.6 30.5 22,0 28,3 25,3 24,3 20483 21,2 326,04
1931 ¢ 24,0 28.2 35,3 30.9 31,9 28.8 29.1 R7.5 26.1 24,4 21,0 21,3 327.5
1332 ¢+ 23.0 27.6 35.1 31.3 30,9 29.1 R27.8 2643 24,0 21.4 17.9 15.4 309.8
1933 : 20,6 24,6 30.3 29,5 27.8 26,1 25.4 R4.9 23,2 21.9 19,1 19.5 292.9
1934. 5 21,7 23,5 31,7 27.0 25,9 25,5 24.9 24.7 21,8 21.5 18.9 18,0 285.1
1935 ¢+ 17.5 R20.8 29,1 27.9 26.2 24,5 24,3 23.9 22,1 21,1 18,5 19.2 275.1
1936 ¢ 19.7 21,3 30.3 29,7 27.3 25.5 24.6 22,8 22,2 22.0 19.3 19.5 284.2
1937 3 21.3 24,2 31,2 28,1 28,1 26.4 27,1 25,7 24.8 23,1 2l.4 21,2 302,6
1938 ¢ 22.6 24,7 34,7 28.2 29,5 R6.6 28,6 25,3 23,7 22.4 20,7 21,0 306,11
1939 ¢ 22,9 25,0 31ea7 R348 278 20.% 26s7 25,5 24,1 23,7 22.0 22.6 308.0
1940 : 22,6 4.8 33.1 29,4 28.4 26.3 26.8 26,6 25.2 24.8. 22,8 22,9 313,7
1941 : 25.3 26,3 31.7 29,7 R7.3 2545 24.9 25.2 23.4 22,7 21.8 23.7 307.5
1942 ¢ 26,0 25,0 30.4 274 27.2 24,6 26.0 25,6 24,0 25,5 24,0 25.6 311.3
1943 : 23,0 26.9 32.9 28.4 29.8 27.8 28.8 29.3 27.1 27.0 26.0 7.9 334.5
1344 : 30,1 29.7 3262 31,4 2B8.6 24.1 31l.3 28.3 29,7 R9.6 R7.7 28.9 35l1.6
1945 : 32.9 33.1 38.9 3546 28.6 33.8 33,8 32,7 28,5 30.1 7.2 28.1 383.3
1946 : 32,8 31.6 37.5 32,8 32.7 30.1 30.3 30,7 313 5.7 3ol 33L& 3837
J2979 3 34,0 33,2 ol BS99 33,5 Bheo LY Fen 284§ RAY A

1/ Excludes dried eggs.
ta sinee 1941 is subject to revision.
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