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Consumer purchases of various food commodities vary not only with prices but
with family incomes. As judged by a family consumer study in the spring of 1942, pur-
chases of poultry increased sharply from lower to higher family-income groups. Similar
studies conducted in the fall of 1944 and in February I945 indicated less variation of
expenditures and purchases. Larger quantities were purchased by the lower income
groups in the tater periods. This probably was due in part to shortages of red meat in
late 1944 and early I945, which resulted in an increased demand for poultry in all ex-
cept the highest income groups.
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The Poultry and Egg Situation at e Glance
[ [ 3 P s : :
Ttem : Unit § Month s Spopeos i+ 1945 ¢ 1046 1 Comments about 1946
3 3 3 3 3 H
3 ’ :
Farm production ceeeeesscvecsses Million doz. Oot. 196.1 259.8 264.3 3 Exceeded any previous October but 1944,
3 :
Average nunber of layers on H ¢ Increase in layers during October
£ArmME sveesrversecssvrvessness Million " 304.2 354.2 344.4 : above last yecar becguse of early
3 3 hatch,
Rate of lay per hen eeeesecessss Number " 7.7 8.8 9.2 : A record.
s s
Apparent civilien per capita s s
di88ppearance sseciiescesseess Number Sept. 24.6 28.5 31.5 : Exceeded any previous September.
s 1
Frozen egg production sececessvs Mil. lb. " -— 8.2 2.9 3
3 [
Dried egg production eeececeseesss T " " -— 2.7 4.3 3 USDA purchases during November were
H :  increasing.
Prices received by farmers ....s Cts.per doz. Oct. 30.8 42.6 51.5 : Highest since early 1621.
L 1
Prices received by farmers as 3
percentage of parity ¢.......3 Percent " 82 98 102 s
s : 3
Retail price (BeA«B:) svevvssses Cts.per doz. Sept. 37.6 57.2 59.0 1
s t
Bgg~feed ratio scievvseesivesnss Lb.feed Oot. 15.3 14.4 13.7 s Continues less favorable for egg
H t production,
Stockas }y/ % 3
8hell veceveecaseosssnsesveses 1,000 cases " 3,837 1,666 3,575 : Rete of withdrewels during November
[ 3 about equal to last year's.
ProZen eecesesescococrsesosnsd O " " 3,926 4,862 4,486 : About 58 mil. 1lbs. (1.5 mil. cases,
s :  shell egg equivalent) in 1945
H :+ were (overnment-owned.
Dried seecececessoecroesssos 3 Mil, 1b. " -— 28,0 21.1 :
3 H
Chicks hatched cceecevsccecessest Mil. " 21.2 46.2 36.5 1 Bqual to last year in commercial
] 3 broiler areas.
3 [
Potential layers on farms l/? s " " 505.6 539.4  489,2 : All of decrease in potential layers
1 3 compared with 1045 is in
p, Pullets not of laying ege l/% t " " 154.8 168,3 126.9 1 pullets not of laying ege.
e H 3
[5s Prices paid by farmers for 3 ]
: laying mash +s.cveccseeeevaesss Dol.per cwt, " 2.62 3.65 4.43: Corn prices declining, but byproducts
[ : feed increasing.
3 s
] t Poultry [
R Prices received by farmers for 3 ] H
chickens «ssececescevecssanssss Cts. per lb.  Oct, 17.1 24.3 34.4 ¢ An all-time high!
1 s
Prices received by farmers as :
a percentage of parity ......s Peroent . 107 122 146
' 3
Retail price of chickens ......$ Cts.per lb. Sept. 33.0 43.5 53,9 *
] 1
Prices received by fermers for i t
BUrkeyB sevvveereracncnnnaasag "N W Oct. 19.9 32.5 40.6 : Bxceeds any previous month.
3 s
Stocks; l/ 3 ]
Poultry, excluding turkeys ..: Mil. LY " 106.4 196.2  181.3 1 Commercial stocks exceed any
3 . ¢ previous November 1 by a
TUTKOYS seenvesvnvsoseasnasnet " " 11.4 42,7 79.2 : wide margin.
3 ]
Chicken~feed ratio ....cos.....3 Lbe feed " 8.4 8.2 9.2 3
1 H
Turkey-feed ratio eeeessceesseeg " " " 9.8 11.0 10.8 3
L4 3
Receipts of poultry at Central ; s
Western Primary Markets per : g
Plant seveieevavicennsnacanest 1,000 1b, " 33.6 44.4 34.7 ¢
3

1/ Bnd of month. 2/ 1940-44 average.
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SUMMARY

Farmers recei&ed record high prices for chickens an& turkeys on
October 15, Egg prices were above those for any month since February 1921.
It is not 1ik§ly that prices will réach these peaks again within the next few
years. | |

A decline in prices of poul%ryvprodﬁcts followed the deconfrol of food
prices. Wholeséle egg prices dfopped 10 to”15'percent, and prices for chicker
.and,turkeys dropped about 20 to 25 percent. ‘

Ygeg prices are éipécted to remain near support levels (90 péréent of
parity) through the first half of 1947, If the rise in the index of prices
paid by farmers in recent months.is maintained, 90 percent of parity in the
first half of 1947 will Dbe above actual prices in the first half of 1946,
Foreign demand is uncertain although it is expecfed to be smaller than during
1946, Some purchases may be necessary for price-support purposes, depending

.

on the size of exports,
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Chicken and turkey prices may increase in the next few months because
of seasonally smaller poultry supplles, a high level of ;onsumer purchasing
power and high meat prices, TFéwer chickens than lagt year are now avallable,
but civilian supplies.of turkey for the holiday season are about as large as

the recérd quantity consumed last ‘year. By middle or late 1947, poultry price

may again decline as a result of pr0spective decreases in consumer income and -
seasonally larger pOultny and meat supplles. .

Chlcken meat produotlon in 19&7 is expected to be about the ;ame as in S
1946, The number of chlckens slaughtered from farm flocks may be less, Tut
commercial broiler outpﬁt probably w111 be larger because of high prlces and
large feed supplies. Decreases in chicken meat output are expected in the two
North Central areas. In the Westérﬁ States and North and South'Atlantic
States, larger fee@ supplies and_better distribution of feeds may bring about
some increases in production of broiler and chicken neat,

During the war, slaughter from farm flocks increased most sharply in
the West North Central area, where the number of chickens wa.s low in the 19730!
becausg of drought. Commercial broiler output increased most in thé South
Atlantic region which has the bulk of the specialized producing éreas. Prices
received by farmers for chicﬁens during the war increased most in the Western
States and South Central States where demand increased more and supplies less

than in other regions of the country.



THE EGG SITUATION
CASES T I T POUNDS l T T .
tMILLIONS) - .1 (MILLIONS) ~ "
L FARM EGG PRODUCTION - | FROZEN EGG PRODUCTION
20 100
16 75
12 50
8 T : |
25
Average /\/_
1935-44 - .
- + b ] b s i
CA:ES y &
I I~ | CASES
(MlLLIONS)}_ U.S. STOCKS SHELL EGGS* | (MILLIONS)
8
6
4
2 Average ]
1935 - 44
0 1 .x L '
CENTS i b )
PER
0 - FARM PRICE OF EGGS B .. EGG-FEED
OZEN | . PRICE RATIO®
48 19450——.-1 16 . |
_ iR Average ’ i
1935.44 ™%/}
40 14 - \
B - 1943 ~
32 12—\ _
24 \ 10 ! 1
Average _/
- i . 1946 =d
1935.44 | j - L
]6 l 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 8 H i 1 4 i 1l i
JAN. APR. JULY OCT. JAN. APR. JULY OCT.

U. S. DEPARTMENY OF AGRICULTURE

* isr OF THE MONTH

A BASED ONFARM PRICES

NEG, 45893

BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS

-

CENTS PER
“POUND

NUMBER

. UMILLIONS)

32

FARM PRICE OF‘CHIC7ENS
|

28

24

20

16

Average

1935-44 ~ |

POUNDS
(MILLIONS}

100

75

50

25

-l
F Average,
195334,

o}
POUNDS I- -

100

| U.S. STOCKS OF CHICKENS* _|

B

75

APR.  JULY.
*jst OF THE MONTH

U S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

NEG. 45894

T o
(MiLLIONS) | CHICKS HATCHED g
400 : |
N _a— 1945 -
300
11946
200 il Y
i J
< \X
100 — AN
L Average/ ‘*4-.-
. 1935447 ey
0 L I Y !
 POUNDS T T '
| (THOUSANDS) |- FOWLS: AVERAGE 7
L RECEIPTS PER PLANT2
24 i
18
12
6
. . , Average
L Semo? 1935-44 |
0 Lt [ ) P "
POUNDS | N -
(THOUSANDS) = ~HICKENS, YOUNG: AVERAGE
L RECEIPTS PER PLANT®
24 T
i 19457 e |
h s
18 Y u
[}
12 |
| 1946 |
L Average
e |
0 I- i = L I 1 ] 1 L

APR. JULY. OCT.-

ARECZIPTS AT CENTRAL WESTERN PRIMARY MARKETS

BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS



FOVENBER 1946 -6 -
EGGS: OUTLOOK AND RECENT DEVELOPMENTS

Bgg Prices Break Sharply

Egg prices in mid-October probably passed their peak for the next few
years and are now declining, By the end of 1946 and during early 1947 they
probably will be at or near support levels (90 percent of parity). Total sup-
plies of eggs avallable will exceed ecivilian demand at support prices, possibly
by the equivalent of 100 million to 200 million dozen shell eggs. Civilian pe
capita consumption is expected to be moderately below 1946, but may exceed any
year prior to 19is, ‘

The extent of the foreign demand is still uncertain, Tut it is expected
that foreign dried egg requirements will be below 1946, Purchases by the USDA
thus far in 1946 totaled 93,5 million pounds, which is still about 4 millionil.
pounds below the program announced August 13,

Table l.- Purchases through November 9, 1946, of dried whole eggs by
Production and Marketing Administration, by months scheduled for ddivery

Year Jan, Feb.fMar.prr.

sMil, Mil, Mil, Mil, Mil. Mil, Mil. Mil. Mii, Mil, Mil. Mil, Mil,
¢lb, 1b., 1k, 1b, 1b, 1lb. 1lb, 1b, 1b. 1b, 1b, 1b, 1b,

May_fJunefJulyfAug.quﬁufOct.iNov.fDec. fTotal

»
.
.
L3

o oo

. . * .

1941 0.7 1.2 2.6 2.6 5.7 8.7 13.9 35.6
19k2:11,% 12,9 13,1 13,4 18.3 17.5 18.5 19.2 19,2 22.0 25.3 15.8 206.6
1943¢ 7.2 20.1 12,6 21.% 17,2 10.9 19.6 19,9 16,1 16.4% 20.1 28.1 209.6
194bs 26,4 27.0 18.3 27.7 27.u 26,1 24,8 31,5 24,2 20,4 12,8 7.6 273%.8
19452 6,2 5.0 9.8 10,6 3.5 0.6 8.1 Cu3 =e woe = --— 36,1
1946 = 1.2 15,3 16.8 12,2 13.7 11.3 10,5 5¢8 240 2.0  =om e

: -

Prices at 90 percent of parity during the first half of 1947 would be
higher than actual prices during the first half of 1946 if recent increases in
the parity index are maintained. After remainin- relatively stable from Jan—
uary through June 1946, (178 to 182), the parity index rose sharply from June
to September, Some slight decline was recorded in September but in mid-€ctober
prices paild by farmers, including interest and taxes, at 2C7 was 11 percent
above the January-June averasge,

Prices received by farmers for eggs in mid-October averaged 5l.5 cents
per dozen, the highest since early 1921, Becausc of short meat supplies from
early September to mid-October, farm ogg prices Jumwed sharply, The increase
from nid-September to mid-Octoter was 7 cents per dozen, the greatest monthly
inerease in 22 years.. Demand for eggs was strong and wholesale egg nrices were
higher than at any time since the outhreak of the war, The mid~Octoher farm

price at 102 percent of parity was higher than in any vnrevious month in 1946,
except January.
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Followihg removal of Government price regulations on red meats in mid-
October, egg prices at first showed only moderate declines. As meat supplies
increased near the end of the month, however, egg prices declined contra-
seasonally, particularly for lower grades and storage eggs. Ourrent receipts
at Chicago during the first week in November averaged 1lU percent below the
second week of Actober, Prices of top-quality eggs did not decline as sharply
a5 the demand was relatively stronger because of the high level of congsumer
incomes, b

Lower Egg—Feed Price Ratio Likely
in Flrst Half of 9 [

. Because of hlgher feed prices, the egg-feed price, ‘ratio in the first
half of 1947 is likely %o be less favorable than the ratio of 1046 and the
iong-time average. Ordinarily, a decrease in the egg~feed price ratio from
ore year to the next would result in a decline in the number of chickens raised.
But large.feed supplies, at least durlng the first half of 1947, and better
distribution than in 1946 probably may prevent any decrease in chickens raised,
In recent months, the egg~feed prlce ratio has been less favorable than in’ 1946
or the long-tlme average.

Despite the high level of egg prices which prevailed in September and
early October, the egg~feed price ratio was below 1945 and the long-time
average. The average price paid by farmers for poultry ration in mid-October.
1946 was $3.75 per 100 pounds, about 25 percent above October 15, 1945, The
poultry ration cost was relatively stable from October 1945 shrough April 19&6
ranging from $2.96 to $3.11 per hundred. Upward revisions were made in price
¢eilings on corn during May and June. Purther increases in prices occurred in
July when ceilings on-all feeds were temporarily suspended., ZFrices paid by
farmers for poultry ration reached a high point of $3%.94 per 100 pounds in July.
Since mid—July poultry ration costs have been declining, and in mid-October
were 5 percent below the July high.

Table 2.~ leestoek feed price ratios, specified dates

: : 11946 as a percentage
Ttem : Average 1935~Mh l/ : 1946 : of average

‘Apr. 15 July]5 6ct.15 Apr.15 Jhlyl5 Oct.15; Apr.15 Ju1y15 ect, 15
Egg~Teed : 102 11.5 15.3 : 10.1 9.4 13.7 : 99 g2 90
Chicken-feed : 8.6 8,5 83,L: 7,8 765 9,2 ¢ 91 8 110
Turkey-feed- 2 9.3 8.7 9.8 ¢ 9.7 8.3 1048 : 96 95 110
Milk—~feed : 1,18 1,16 1.37:2/ 1.36 1.06 1.4 115 91 105
Butterfat-feed: 23.8 22,4 26.h4 :2/27.9 21.7 Z0.4 ¢ 117 97 115
Hog~corn '+ 12,3 11,7 12.9 ¢ 12,2 &6 13.5: 99 T4 105

1/ For the da1ry~feed and hog-corn prlce ratios the average shown is for 1925J#k
2/ Including dairy production payments.

November l Potential Layers 9 Percent
Below Last Year

The number of layers on farms on January 1, 1946 at 469 million head was
about the same as a year earlier, The number of potential layers on farms this
year decreased more than in 19M5, because the number of chickens raised was 18
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percent smaller than last year. On November 1, the number of poteﬁtial layers
(hens, pullets of ldying age, and pullets not of laying age) was 489 million,

9 percent below November 1, l9h5 All of the reduction, was in pullets not
yot of laying age, which were 25 percent below November l 19M5 The number
of hens and pullets of laying age was equal to last year's number. 3By Jamuary
1, the size of the U. S. laying flock is expected to be'7 to 10 percent below
January 1, 1946,

The rate of lay during 1947 is expected to be at least as high as in
1946, and possibly higher. TFavorable feed supplies, at least durlng"the first
six months, will tend to result in a high rate of feeding and in an increase
in the rate of lay. Furthermore, the long-time trend in the upward movement in
rate of lay is expected to continue in 1947. During 1946 the rate of lay, on a
hen house.-basis, has been about 3 percent below 1945. Part of this decrease,.
. however, was due to an earlier movément of hens from flocks, reflecting the
tight feed situation which developed in the spring of 19u6.

Durln January and February of 1946, the rate of lay was at a record
levels, Because of the tight feed situation which resulted in'a lower rate of
feeding, the rate of lay from June through September was below. the record of
1945, Hovever, in October, 1946, the rate of lay exceeded any prev1ous cor-
responding month,

Egg Supplies in 1947 to Show Smaller
Decrease Than Ege Froduction

. At present, it appears that cold-storage stocks of shell and frozen
eggs on January 1, 1947 will be 45 to 90 million dozen, shell-egg equivalent,
above January 1, 1946. This larger carry-over will offset, in part, the ex-
pected 6 to 9 percent reduction in output, so that egg supplies available dur-
ing 1947°will be only 4 to 8 percent below 19L6.

. Cold—-storage stocks of shell and frozen eggs on November 1, 1946 were
8.1 million cases, 1.5 million cases above November 1, 1945. Net with-
drawals during October were slightly ahead of last year. - But by the end of
the month shell egg withdrawals were behind. This was due to increases in
meat supnlles at the end of October. - Withdrawals of she11~egg§ during Sep-
tembér and early’ Uctober were at record leévels while those .of frozen eggs
were ahead of any years but 1943 and 1944, Although cold-storage stocks of
shell eggs on July 1, 1945 (the peak of the holdings) were nearly 4 million
cases above July 1, 1945, this disparity Lad decreased to 2 million cases by
November 1. Frozen egg stocks show 4 similar situation, although not to as
large extent. Of the frozen éggs in storsge ‘during ‘the fall of 1945, however,
about 58 million poundé were dwned by the armed forces. At present ebout.f
million pounds of frozen eggs ©°  are in the Hands of the Govemnment, Com—
mercial qtocks of frozeq eggs ‘are about 30 pércent above last year.

Dlsappearance of eggs durlng October was ahead of the previous year.
Farm egg production during the month totaled 264 million dozen, and was 2
percent above October 1945. With cold-storage stocks during October being
reduced by a somewhat larger quantity this year as last, total supplles for
consumptlon were greater than last year.
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CHICKENS SLAUGHTERED AND COMMERCIAL BROILERS
PRODUCED, UNITED STATES, 1925-46
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Farm chickens slaughter in 1947 is expected to be somewhat below that of 1946.
But commercial broiler production will probab]y increase so that total chicken meat
produced in 1947 will be about as much as in 1946,
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CHICKENS SLAUGHTERED AND COMMERCIAL BROILERS
PRODUCED, BY REGIONS, 1925-46
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CHICKEN MEAT: ' REGIONAL DEVELOPMENTS AND OUTLOOK FOR 1947

BACKGROUND - Chicken meat output may be determined from farm chicken
slaughter (mumber sold.and consumed on farms) and the number of com-
mercial broilers produced. Farm chicken slaughter depends on the
number of chickens ralsed and the change of inventory during the
years. In 1947 the number of chickens.raised is likely to be® about
as large as in 1946, and little change in inventory is expected.
During 1946 the number of chickens on farms will show a 7 to 10
percent decrease. Therefore, farm chicken meet output probably
will be smaller in 1947 than in 1946, Commercial broiler output,
however, is expected .to expand in 1947 axdi%out offset the de~
crease in farm chicken production

A Commercial.broiler produotion has increased merkedly in im-
portance during the past decade.and has providd . frcm,l/5 to al-
most l/h of the total chicken meat in the past two years, This
compares W1th less than 5 percent in the early 1930'8.

Prices received by farmers for chickens in l9h7 probably will
average lower than in 1946.. In the first quarter they probably
will average higher because of a high level of meat prices and
continuation of record consumer purchasing power. By mid or late
1947, with declining consumer incomes and seasonally imcreasing
supplies of poultry and red meats prices will be decreasing., Com-:
mercial broiler growers are also expected to receive higher prices
in early 1946,  But in the latter half of 1947, prices will recede
and will-be below those in September and early October of. 1946

Regional Outlook

2 R Slaughter 'of chickens from farm flocks in the East Ndrth Central and West
North Central regions in 1947 is expected to be somewhat Delow lgho. The number
of chickens raised probably will be cbout the same as in 1946, Alternative live-
stock enterprises appear to be more favorable than egg production. At present all

- livestock-feed price ratios are at or above the long—txme average, except the egg-
feed price ratio (see table 2). This situation is expected to continue at least
thhough the first half of 1947. In addition, little change in inventory is expec-
ted in the size of the laying flock. In 1946, a 6 to 10 -perceht decrease in the
laying flock is occurring in these 2 regions. 4

The slaughter of Chlckens from farm flocks in the Western and North Atlantic
regions in 1947 probably will be moderately larger than 1nfi§327‘ The number of
chickens raised will increase. Although prices of feed during the 1947 hatching
seagon are likely to be higher than last ycar, larger supplies and removal of price
cellings will permit better distribution so that these two deficit feed areas will
recelve larger feed supplies. The number of chickens 'raised in those two ereas in
1946 was materially reduced -- 22 t6 23 percent below 1945 compared with an 18 per-
cent decrease nationally. Farm chicken-meat slaughter in the South Atlantic and
South Central regions probably w1ll be about unchangod from l9h6’ ’
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Commercial br011er output is expected to recover from the decline re-
corded in 1946 particularly in the South Atlantic region which eémbraces the
Del-Mar-Va Peninsula, Commercial hatching of chicks, which at this time of
year are primarily for meat purposes, are increasing, There were also larger
placements of chicks during Septenber and October in the Del-Mar-Va area,
Shenandoah Valley, and-Georgra compared with the summer months, In November
placements began to exceed last year, This will result in a larger commercial
broiler output during the first half of 1947 than in the first half of 19u6,
Commercial broiler outnut in the second half of 1947 will depend largely on the
suoply and price of meats, 3Both factors are expected to be unfavorable for
broiler production in the last quarter of 1947 and declines in production probably

will occur, However, output is not expected to run below the last quarter of 1946,

Average prices received by farmers and broiler growers for chicken meat
in 1947 probadbly will: ‘decline relatively more in the two surplus—producing
North Central regions, Prices in the Western and North Atlantic States will
be relatively stronger in the first half year than in other areas, Since they
are deficit chicken and meat producing areas prices of chickens and broilers
will tend to remain relatively higher than in other regions,

Regional Chicken-Meat Production Trends

. ~ The number of chickens slaughtered from 1925 through 1934 remained re-
latively stable and ranged - between 625 and 700 million birds, with the exceptlon
of 1930 when 733 million were "slaughtered, Slaughter declined during the drough
years, and from 1935 through 1939 averaged about 585 million birds, Following
the large increases in the demand for eggs, the number of chickens raised in- .
creased sharply, resulting in large increases in the number of chickens slaughtere
For the 3 years, 19U43-U45, the number of chickens consumed on farms and sold
averaged 7Y% million head, 25 percent above 1935-39 and about 10 percent higher
than in the late 1920's and early 1930's (see table 3 and fig, 3).

The increase in the number of chickens slaughtered over the immediate
prewar average (1935—39)‘was most pronounced in the West North Central region,
This area had very low chicken numbers in the 1935-39 veriod as a result of
the droughts in 1934 and 1936, About one-half of the national increase in
the number of chickens slaughtered in 19U3-U5 over 1935-39 took place in this
region, Other areas which showed moderate increases in the number of chickens
slaughtered were the Bast North Central and South Central Regions, Little
change occurred in the South Atlantic and North Atlantic areas, while the number
of chickens sold and consumed on farms in the West declined, Changes in the
" number of chlckens slauvhtered follow fairly closely the regional changes in
egg productlon

Reglonal data on the total eoundave of farm chicken meat nroduced prior
to 1936 is not available, But the increase in the poundage of chicken meat
produced during the war was larger than the increase in numbers, This is due
to the steady upward trend in the average weight of chickens sold, This re-
flects the shift from lightweight breeds for egg production purposes to dual -
purpose types and improved feeding practices, In addition, the strong. demand for
chicken meat during the war provided some incentive for raising the average
weight. (see table Y4), The average weight of chickens sold increased most in the
Atlantic and North Central areas,

y X
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Table 3 .- Chicken slaughter (sold and consumed on farms), United States and by regions, 1525-1846

(Partial data for figures 3 end 4)

! North ° East North * West North ! South * gouth ! ' United
Year : Atlantio : Central : Central : Atlantio : Central : Western 1 cintes

t Thousands Thousends Thousands Thousands Thousands Thousands Thousands

s -
1925 s 62,478 131,643 181,367 73,413 126,695 47,471 623,067
1926 s 63,694 134,180 186,274 74,251 131,996 51,200 641,596
1927 s+ 67,013 142,925 191,991 78,810 143,200 66,620 679,659
1828 s 67,435 137,898 188,018 75,429 138,395 58,736 665,908
1928 1 69,146 140,160 195,766 72,817 132,804 62,151 672,843

E
1830 s 77,695 144,555 219,738 77,2656 145,835 68,042 733,128
1931 s 68,468 135,262 196,307 72,968 126,599 59,902 869,507
1932 s 71,323 136,658 192,302 82,373 132,283 49,972 664,911
1933 s+ 76,180 147,420 206,803 80,628 134,756 50,728 695,515
1934 1 64,671 - 129,215 189,400 68,321 123,241 47,553 622,301
1938 s 68,262 128,325 168,682 67,904 116,821 44,237 584,281 -
1936 s 74,386 136,383 175,328 71,615 123,874 48,567 630,138y
1937 s 72,330 119,374 144,460 67,655 116,836 46,222 566,877.1
1938 s 71,280 112,660 146,827 65,640 113,706 44,157 654,240 '\
1939 s 74,408 116,896 163,343 71,684 127,028 48,009 601,366

s .
1940 s 67,872 109,485 154,245 65,696 113,797 43,137 564,242
1941 s 58,214 114,988 164,305 69,227 121,151 46,090 583,975
1942 s 71,324 120,981 190,437 71,923 134,138 47,964 636,778
1943 s 96,408 150,883 245,142 88,275 169,390 60,813 810,912
1944 s 87,416 132,240 214,559 83,617 141,120 60,165 709,107
1945 © ¢ 88,851 137,600 221,344 76,851 138,168 53,668 716,482
1946 5/ s+ 70,000 123,000 195,000 70,000 125,000 47,000 830,000

4
Averages 3
1925-29 s 65,953 137,361 188,683 74,964 134,618 55,036 656,614
1930-34 3 71,647 138,622 200,710 76,311 132,543 65,239 676,072
1935=39 s 72,127 122,734 157,728 68,900 119,653 46,238 587,379
1943-45 s 90,892 140,241 227,015 82,914 149,559 54,879 745,620 -

$

l/ Tentative indication, Qctober 1945.

Table 5 .- Commerciel broilers produced, United States and by regions, 1934-48

(Partial date for figures 3 and 4)

' fRorth ' Bast North ’ West North ° Sowth '  south ! ! United
Tear ¢ ablantio ! Cemtral | Cemtral . Atlentlc | Central ! WeSUOTm ! gtates

s Thousends  Thousands  Thousands  Thousands Thousands Thousends  Thousends

3
1934 ¢+ 6,360 5,700 1,700 13,200 5,500 1,670 34,030 -
1935 s 7,346 6,415 1,800 18,200 6,650 2,480 42,890
1936 + 8,860 7,365 1,930 23,150 8,750 3,300 53,165
1937 s 10,360 7,970 2,070 32,100 10,700 4,716 67,915
1938 s 12,110 9,030 - 2,280 39,200 14,150 5,650 82,420
1939 s 14,080 10,400 2,550 50,800 17,700 6,755 102,086

3
1940 s 16,730 12,500 2,800 71,900 20,416 7,410 131,786
1941 s 20,046 14,500 3,100 99,160 26,685 8,600 172,490
1842 + 24,720 18,730 3,350 121,725 28,635 10,186 205,346
1943 + 30,700 20,437 . 3,912 148,300 34,048 13,963 261,360
1944 + 28,125 17,484 3,070 142,798 33,049 11,468 235,994
1945 : 37,756 22,888, 4,338 188,827 40,782 17,609 312,200
146 1/ ;29,000 15,000 4,000 148,000 36,000 14,000 250,000

‘s
1/ Tentative indication.
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Table 6 .- Chickens: Welghted ammual average farm price per pound, United States
end regions, 192h-46

i North f East North | West North f South South f f
Year ; Atlantic Central ; Central | Atlantic Central ; Western ; United States

: Cents Cents Cents Cents Cents Cents Centg

1935.19 ....; 18,5 15,3 13,0 16,8 13,2 154 15,1

1924 ... : 24,8 19.7 17.2 23.2 17.5 19.9 19,4
1925 ,,..t 26.2 21,0 17.9 23.9 18.7 20,7 20,5
1926 ....} 21.71 22,5 19,8 25,5 20,6 22,2 22,3
1927 ...t 26.4 20,2 17.5 24,1 18,7 20.7 20.3
1928 ...t 26,8 21,9 19,2 24,3 19,5 21,6 21,5
1929 .. ..¢ 28.3 23.5 20.3 25.9 20.9 23,2 22,8
1930 ....; 4,2 18,4 15.5 22,4 17.2 20.1 18,4
1931 .,..: 21,0 15.9 13.6 12.’ 14,0 16,5 15,8
1932 ...t 16.8 11,6 9.5 1'.§ 10.1 12.7 11,8
1933 ... 13.9 9, 7.4 12,0 8.1 10.9 9.5
193k ... 15.2 11, 9.2 13,9 9.5 11.5 11,2
1935 ....¢ 18,1 15.1 13,1 16,2 12,8 14,9 1,9
1936 ....8 19.2 1.9 13.6 17.6 14,1 15,9 15,8
1937 ....¢ 18,9 16.% 14,5 17.4 12,4 15.8 15.9
1938 ...t 19,1 15.5 12.8 17.2 13,4 16.1 15,4
1939 ....! 17.2 13,5 11.0 15.8 12.1 1y 13.%

H
1940 ....: 16.6 13,k 11,2 15,4 11,7 14,0 13.3
1941 ...t 19.0 16.3 13.8 17.3 14,4 16.6 15.8
1942 ... 22,3 19,4 17.1 20,2 17.6 20,6 18,9
1943 ... 29.0 24,7 21.7 27.3 23.5 26.1 244
194L ... 21.6 23,9 21.6 - 26.8 23,0 24,8 23,9
1945 ,...¢ 31.1 25.8 22.6 29,9 25,7 27.2 25.9
1946 1/..: 32,0 27.0 24,0 31.0 27.0 217.5 271.0

1/ Tentative indication.

Table 7.- Chickens:

Weighted annual average ferm price per pound, United States
and regions, 192u-L§
(Index Numbers 1935-39 = 100)

. Yorth , East North West North , South South -
Year ; Atlantic , Central Central . Atlantic Central Western United Statee
1924 ...+ 1341 128,8 132,32 138,1 132.6 129,2 128,5
1925 ....: 1L1.6 137.3 137.7 42,3 .7 1344 - 135,.8
1926 ,...t 1bg, 7.1 152.3 151,8 16,1 1k 2 47,7
1927 ....% . 142,7 132,0 134.6 43,5 1,7 1344 134, 4
1928 ,...: 1ub.9 1431 1y, 7 .6 147,7 1ko, 3 12,4
1929 ....t 153,0 153.6 156,2 54,2 158,3 150,6 151,0
1930 ...t 130.8 120,32 116,2 133,32 130,73 130.5 121,9
1631 ....¢ 113.5 103.9 104,6 11,9 106.1 107.1 104,6
1932 ....t  90.8 75.8 73.1 85.7 76.5 82,5 78.1
1933 ....: 75.1 60.8 56.9 Ti.b 61,4 70.8 62.9
1934 ,...: 82,2 7485 71.5 82,7 72.0 T4.7 74.8
1935 ....8 97.8 98,7 100.8 96,4 97.0 96.8 98.7
1936 ....t 104,32 103.9 04,6 104, 8 106,8 103. 104.6
1937 ....t l02,2 107.2 111,5 103.6 106.5 102.6 105.3
1978 ,...: 103,2 101.3 98.5 102,L 101.5 104.5 102,0
1839 ....: 93.0 88,2 84.6 9k.o 91.7 93.5 89.4
1940 ....¢ 89.7 87.6 86.2 9.7 88.6 90, 9 88.1
1941 ....: 102.7 106.5 106.2 103.0 109.1 107.8 04,6
1942 ,...t 120,5 126.8 131.5 120,.8 133.2 133.8 125,2
1943 ...t 156.8 1614 166.9 162.5 178.0 169.5 161.6
1944 ,...¢ 1hg,2 156,2 166 2 159.5 17,2 161.0 158,32
1945 ....0  168.1 168.6 a 178,0 164, 7 176.6 171.5
1946 1/..:  173.0 176.5 18L.€ 184,5 204,5 178,6 178.8
H

1/ Tentative indication.
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Table M ~ Farm chickens: Average weight per bird sold, United States .
‘and by regions, 1929-L45

North Bast™ ¢ West.

o ' South ,':~”South ‘United
Year -~ oso v North ¢ North, e i Western :
Atlant - - ) . :

: antie . Central : Central Etlantlc - Central i :Spates

Pounds Poungs ‘Pounds Pounds .Pounﬁb. »fPounds" Founds

1929 ¢ 361 <E9% - W0 3,20 373 3,04 3.75
1930 . ¢ 3,53 3,89 Lo . 3,19 0 3,66 3,03 0 3,70
1931 P3,70 4, 02 41k 3,26 3,74 3,03 3,80
1932 3,73 4,13 . L,16 3,26 3,70 3.21 3,83

933 3,75 ‘boe o N 318 3,73 3.23 3.82
1934 3,77 - 407 Lo3 3,29 S 3.72 0 3,06 3.83
1935 ¢ 3,78 4,04 L,16 334 0 3,79 3,09  3.87
1936 P3,85 4,09 Sk 3,46 3,75 3,13 3.89
1937 f3.93 L, 23 4,31 . 3.57 . ko0 3.26 4,03
1938 f3,89 4.19 b,19 2.35 2,68 3.29 3.93
1939 F Lo 4,29 h16. ... 3,36 | 3.56 3,20 3,33
1940 PooLen 4,302 4,32 3,56 3,79 . 3.39 . k10
194 . ¢ . u25 4,36 L.31 3.60 3.69 © 3,30 4,07
1942 4,50 4. U3 Y, b 3,73 3,68 3,43 4,17
1943 5P L, kg .39 2,75  3.63 3.53 4,17
19k P 470 4,62 Loy ﬁ'96 3,91 - 3,70 L, 3k
1945 WL L4, 0c b, 60 .C1 3,83 3.59 L, 32
1930-34 ¢ ; . A ‘ _

~ average ! 3,70 - :U4;03 4,11 3,2k T 4 3,11 ¢ 3,80

1935-39 ¢ : R S

average - t 3,91 4,17 4,19 3 ke 3.7 3.19 3,93
19U0-H4 & ' IR '
averaga S TSR 1A 4. Lb u 38 3.72 3 74 3.U47 0 b7

Commer01aL ‘broiler outnut is 1ocallzed in certain areas, nrlmarlly in the

Del-Mar—Va Peninsula, Shengndoah Valley, Arkansas, Georgia, the Carolinas, and

* certain counties,in Texas and California, Production of commercial- broilers has
increased most markedly in the South Atlantic region, where 188 million birds
were produced in.1945, more than half of.the U, S, output, Sharp iIncreases also
have taken place in the South Central areas, while moderate increases hhve occured
in the North Atlantic and Sast North Central reglons The West North Central -
States have not increased outout. (table 5), -
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Regional Price Trends

Prices received by farmers for chickens increased sharply &uring the ,
wa¥ years and reached an all time’ hlgh in 1946 averaging -almost 80 percent :above
the. late 1930's.. The greatést .incréase was from 1942 to. 1943 when a 40 percent
gain. was recorded. Sharpest advances on a regional hasis-occured in the West and
South Central areass  This is probably due to the smaller than average increase
in supplies accompanied by’ larger than average increéases in the demand. The
number of farm chickens slaughtered in both areas: during the war was about as
_ large ds in the' late 1920's’ and early 1930's, although somewhat greater than in

1935-39, 1In addition, the establlshment of mllltary camps in the South Central
reglon mlght haVe had some effects on the prlce.- . _

"°Pr1ces ~did not increase bercentagew1ee as much as average durlng the- war A
in the~North Atiantlc region, chiefly because of the expansion of commercial broil-
er productlon if the near-bdy South Atlantic States Prices received:by farmers
in the-two North Central regions durlng the war years were. at about their usual
relatlonshlp to'the United States average (tables 6 and 7).

-

-Oommerc1al broiler piices ;n recent years have been felatively stronger
in the‘West and'South Centrgl areas. This is also probadly a reflection of -the
stronger demand which prevailed durlng the war since both are deficit chlcken-
meat producing reglons. ’ -

“Table 8. Commercial broilerst Welghted annual average price recelved
- by growers, United States and regions, 1939-U5

North v Bgst : :West ¢ South t South :

Year ¢ Atlantict DNorth . : North : Atlantic: Central :Western Unlted .
3 "+ _Central ! Central ¢ : : . States .
T (ents Lents . . Cents - Gents Cents Cents Cents .

1939 ¢ 17.2 17.9 . 16.8 - 17.0 16.2 . 16,5 16.9

1940 :  19.9 - 1.9 ° 17,9 ' 6.8 17.9 17.6 17.3 ¢

941 -+ 19.3 19,3 - - 18.1 . . 18.2 18.0 1846 8.4

942+ pho - 24,0 22,5 . 22,4 22,4 26.1 22,9

1943 i - 28,6 28,1 ' 27.9.7. 28,6 28,2 20,1 28,6

gL .28 289 27,9 28,4 29.8 304 - 28.7

1945 ¢ 7 30.1 27,8  °  27.1 12943 30.1 3043 2923 -

™46 1/: o - D | , 31.0

1/ Tentative indication.
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POULTRY: RECENT DEVELOPMENTS

Civilian Turkey Sgppliés About
as Large as last Year

Civilian supplies of turkey for the holiday season will be about as large
‘as record amount consumed last year. Although the number of turkeys raised in
1946 is 9 percent below 1945, the reduction in Army procurement and the prospect
of smaller into-storage movement will about offset this decrease. The armed forces
will take less than half of the 50 to 60 million pounds procured in 1945, With
cold-storage stocks of turkeys on October 1, totaling Ul million pounds, almost
doutle that of last year, the quantity of poultry going into storage is expected
to be smaller.

Off-season turkey meat consumption during 1946 was the largest on record,
The quantity of turkey congumed from February 1 through September 1, pro.ably was
near 150 million pounds, dressed weight., WNet withdrawals from cold storage during
that period totaled almost 80 million pounds., On the basis of farmers! intentions,
about 10 percent, or 60 to 70 million pounds, were to be marketed before September-
1. Probably the largest portion of it was consumed in restaurants and institutions.

Turkey Prices at All-Time High

Reflecting the tight meat situation during September and early October,
turkey prices moved sharply upward. In mid~October, the average price received
by farmers was 40.6 cents per pound, an increase of 6.6 cents from mid-September,
This price exceeded any previous mohth on record by 6 cents.

Since mid-October, turkey prices have declined sharply. Wholesale quota-
tions during early November were running 20 to 25 percent belwo those of mid-
October, and were at about late June levels before price controls on turkeys
were removed. ' '

Chicken Prices in mid-October
- Exceed Any Previous Month

The average price received by farmers for chickens on October 15, 1946
was 34,4 cents per pound, an’ increase of 5 cents from the previous month. This
was the largest monthly increase and the highest price in the 37 vears records have

been kept. The sharp increases and the high level of prices were the result of the
shortages of meat, ’

With the removal of price controls on meats in mid-October, wholesale prices
of chicken declined and in the second week of November averaged about 30 percent
‘below those of mid-October. Wholesale prices of most types of birds were below
the levels of late June, when price controls on chicken were still in effect.

. @ : - '

- “upplies of farm chicken meat are decreasing seasonally and are below
*last year because of an 18 percent reduction in the number of chickens raised.
In addition, the large early hatch brought about earlier marketings of fowl than

usual. Supplies in the large markets, however, have been about as great as last
year. -
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Into-storage movement of chicken in late October and early Vovember

was at a record rate. In September and early October when meat supvlies were
short, chickens moved out of storage contraseasonally. When meat returned %6
butchers' counters, there was a large irto- storage moxement. At present, the
rate of in-movement is about equal to last year's record rate. Total stocks of
poultry excluding turkeys on November 1 wer~ 181 million vourds, exceeding last
year's record November 1 holdings by 15 million vounds. Commercial stocks show-

ed a greater increase. In 1945, about 71 million vounds were Government-owned
' combared with 13 millior poupds this vear.

Frices of commercial broilers were also at record leels before the
end of price’controls on meats. Commercial Wwroiler growers in Delaware on
October 1 weré receiving an averase prlce of 47.4 cents per nound Since then
sharyp declines have occurred. '

EZFECT OF SIZE OF FAUILY TFCOME ON PFR CAPITA EXPENDITURES AND
" PURCHASES OF POULTRY PECDUCTS

Consumer expenditures for food vary not only with vrices but with family
incomes. Recently, the Bureau of Labor Statistics issued a report on studies of
expenditures for and quantities of focd purchased for home consurction by urban
- families. These studies give some indicrtion of changes in food vurchases by
family income groups durirg three different veriods. l/ The following discussion
is limited to expenditures and vurchases of poultry. ' ‘ '

The Bureau of Labor Statistics report was based on samoles of 1300 families
in March-June 1942 (svring 19’2) 1,700 families,in October-November 1944 (fall
1944), and 1700 femilies in February 1945, Dollar exvenditures and’quantities
purchased by family units, as published by BLS, have been converted to a per capi-
ta basis by family ircome levels. This was done by dividing the average quanti=’
ties Purchrsed and the EXnend1+ures bv the average nuber of weopel in each fam—
ily group. (See table 9 ),

The suv~ly-demand relationshive for woultry and meats were quite different
in the three periods under study. In the soring of 1SH2, there were no vrice re—
gulations or rationing. In the fall of 1CUY4 and February 1945, ceilirgs prewailed
on ooultry and meats. Red meats were rationed in the fall of 1944 and in February
1545, but many cuts of meats were free of rationing in the fall of 1944, February
1645 was the only one of these veriods in which demand for noultry at ceiling nr1~
ces exceeded sunnlles.

Turchases in 1642 Vary With Income Levels

The outstanding feature of the 1942 study, when essentwalTy "free-market"
conditions prevailed, was the tendency for higher income families to buy much more
poultry than low income families. Zxvendfturess ver person ver week for voultry ir
the lowest family income group (under $1,000) was only 6 cents. As family income
incressed, these exvenditures also increased and, in the highest family ircome
group ($4,000 and above), expenditures averaged 22 cents per verson ver week, an
ircrease of 250 vercent over the lowest. Quantities purchssed did not increase as
much as-.expénditures. The quantity vurchased ver verson by families in the highest
income ,bracket was about 20 vercent more thar that of families in the lowest income
bracket. This indicates that the average wrice vaid for poultry rose as the income
level of the family inereased, probably reflecting the quality differences.

1/ "Wartime Food Purchases", U,S. Department of Lzbor, Bulletin 8383 also
see "™Monthly Labor Review", Febru,ry 1946, pp 297-301.
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Furchases of Poultry ir the Fall of 10ULL and
February of 1945 Varied Little With Income Level

-

The 1944 and 1945 surveys showed less difference among family income groups
in purchases and exvenditures for voultry. This vrobably was due in vart to in-~
creased demand for voultry meat by all families because of shortages of red meat.
The seasonally large supvlies of vwoultry during the fall of 1944 also may have
been responsible for the higher level of purchases by almost all income grours in
that veriod.

With the excevtion of exvenditures in the lowest income grouv in February
1545, both exwenditures and quantities vurchased at 21l levels of income ir the
fall of 1944 and in Februery 1945 varied much less than in 1942, In the fall of
1944 the quantities vurchased showed a variation of only 25 vercent from the low-
,Jl-est income group to the highest one. In February 1945 the range in quantity pur-.
chased was about LO wercert. Fxuenditures in the fall of 194l varied little .mong
income groups; and, in February 1945, a similsr situation prevailed.

i‘he per-verson guantities purchased and expenditures ir the “all of 19i4l
and ir Februery 1945 were substantially highey than in the svring or 1942, partic-
ularly in the income groups below $2,000. <*his was very evident in the fall of
1944 when suvvlies of voultry were vlentiful and vrices were below ceilings. But
in the family income group ghove $4,000, variations in expenditures and quantities
vurchased in all three pericds were not very great.

Table 9.p Poultry wurchased by urban household, 1 week ir the spring
of 1942, in the fall of 1944, and in February 19L45: Average
quantities purchased and exvenditures vper Dprson by family
income groucs.

(Data for cover chart)

4% = TFanmily : Guantities purchased : _ Fxpenditures
Income Groups : Spring @ .Fall : Zebruary : Spring : Fall : February
(Annual rate) $d9u2 194k oz 1ohs ¢ 1gh2 :+ 194h 2 1945
: I.bs. I bs. I bs. :  Cents gents certs
$0 to $999 .20 g .35 : 6 21 16
Sl;OOO\to $1,999 .28 .55 . 38 H 10 25 19
$2,000 to $2,999 : .34 .55 RIS p 12 25 23
_ $3,000 to $3,999 : 46 55 Rty : 16 26 20

$U4,000 and over , .63 .60 .49 ;22 og oL
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