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Consumer purchases of various food commodities vary not only with prices but 
with family incomes. As judged by a 'family consumer study in the spring of 19~2, pur­
chases of poultry increased sharply from lower to higher family-income groups, Similar 
studies conducted in the fall of 19~~ and in February 19~5 indicated less variation of 
expenditures and purchases. Larger quantities were purchased by the lowe~ income 
groups in the later periods. This probably was due in part to shortages of red meat in 
late Igqq and early 19q5, which resulted in an increased demand for poultry in all ex­
cept the highest income groups. 



NOVEMBER 1946 - 2 -

The Poultry and EGg Situation at a Glance 

Item Unit 

Far.m production ••••••••••••••• s Million doz. 

Average number of layers on 
farms' ........................ Million 

Rate of lay per hen ••••••••••• , Number , 
Apparent civilian per oapita • 

disappearance ••••••••••••••• , Number 

Frozen egg produotion •••••••• 0' Mil. lb. 
1 

Dried egg produotion •••••••••• , n " 

Prioell reoei ved by farmers ••• ,'1 Cts.per doz. 

Prioes reoeived by farmers all I, 

percentage of parity •••••••• , , Percent 

Retail price (B.A.E.) ••••••••• , cts .per doz. 

Egg-feed ratio •••••••••••••••• 1 Lb.feed 

Stocks 1 y 
Sllell •...............•.....• I 1,000 cases 

Frozen ••••••••.•••••••.•••••• n n 

Dried ••••••••••••••••••••••• Mil. lb. 

Chicks hatohed •••••••••••••••• 1 Mil. 

Potential layers on farms y~ , 
Pullets not of laying age y~ , 
Prices paid by farmers for 

" 
n 

laying mash •••••••••••••••••• Dol.per cwt. 

Prices reoeived by farmers for 
chickens ..••..•...•••••.•••• 1 Cts. per lb. 

Prices reoeived by farmers as 1 

a percentage of parity •••••• 1 Peroent 

Retail prioe of ohiokenll ....... Cts .per 

• Prioes reoeived by farmers for • 
turkeys .................... " " n 

I 

Stooksl y , 
Poultry, exoluding turkeys •• : Mil. lb. 

Turkeys •....•....••.••..•••• : " " , 
Chioken-feed ratio •••••••••••• ', Lb. feed 

Turkey-feed ratio ••••••••••••• , " 

• Receipts of poultry at Central , 
Western Primary Markets, per , 

" 

lb. 

" 

plant ••••••••••••••••••••••• 1 1,000 lb. 
1 

]J End of month~ ~ 1940-44 average. 

1 , Average 1 
Month I 1935-44' 1945, 1946 I Comments about 1946 

• 
Eggs 

Oct. 196.1 

" 304.2 

" 7.7 

Sept. 24.6 

to 

" 
Oct. 30.8 

" 82 

sept. 37.6 

Oct. 15.3 

" 3,837 

n 3,926 

" 

" 21.2 

n 505.6 

" 154.8 

" 2.62 

Poultry 

Oot. 17.1 

" 107 

Sept. 33.0 

Oot. 19.9 

" 106.4 

" 11.4 

" 8.4 

" 9.8 

" 33.6 

259.8 

354.2 

8.8 

28.5 

8.2 

2.7 

42.6 

98 

57.2 

14.4 

1,666 

4,862 

28.0 

46.2 

539.4 

168.3 

3.65 

24.3 

122 

43.5 

32.5 

196.2 

42.7 

8.2 

11.0 

44.4 

264.3 Exceeded any previous October but 1944. 

1 Increase in layers during October 
344.4 above last year because of early 

hatch. 
9.2 A record. 

31. 5 'Exceeded any rrevious September. 

2.9 

4.3 1 USDA purchases during November were All. 
increalling. 

51.5 Highest since early IG21. 

102 

59.0 I 

13.7 1 Continues less favorable for egg 
production. 

3.575 

4,486 

1 Rate of withdrawals during November 
about equal to last year's. 

I About 58 mil. lbs. (1.5 mil. cases, 
shell eGg equivalent) in 1945 
were Government-owned. 

35.5 Equal to last year in commercial 
broiler areas. 

489.2 All of decrease in potential layers 
compared with 1945' is in 

126.9 pullets not of laying age. -. 

I 

4.43: Corn prices declining, but byproducts 
feed increasing. 

34.4 An all-time highl, 

146 

53.9 : 
'I 

40.6 Exceeds any previous month. 

181.3 s Commercial stocks exceed any 
previous November 1 by a 

79.2 wide margin. 

9.2 

10.8 

34.7 
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SUMMARY 

• · 

· . . 

Farmers received record high prices for chickens and turkeys on 

October 15, Egg prices were above those for any month since February 1921. 

It is not likely that prices will reach these peaks again within the next few 

years. 
I 

A decline in prices of poultry products followed the decontrol of food 

prices. Wholesale egg prices dropped 10 to 15 percent, and prices for chicker 

and. turkeys dropped about 20 to 25 percent. 

Egg prices are expected to remain near support levels (90 percent of 

parity) through the first half of 1947. If the rise in the index of prices 

paid by farmers in recent months is maintained, 90 percent of parity in the 

first half of 1947 will be above actual prices in th~ first half of 1946. 

Foreign demand is uncertain although it is expected to be smaller than. during 

1946. Some purchases may be necessary for price-support purposes. depending 

on the size of exports. 
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Chicken and turkey prices ~y increa~e in the next few months because 

of seasonally smaller poultry supplies, a high level of consumer purchasing 

power and high meat prices. Fewer'chickens than last 'year are now. available, 

but civilian supplies,of turke~ for the holiday qeason,ar~ about as large as 

the rec~rd quantity consumed last 'year. ' Ey middle or late 1947. pou1~ry price 

may again decline as a result of prospective decreases in consumer income and . 

seasonally larger PGlilt~y·ana meat s~pplies. 

~hicken meat production in 1947 is expected to be about the same as in JIh 

1946. The number of chicke'ns slaught'ered from farm flocks may be less, rut 

commercial broiler output probably will be larger ~ecause of high prices and 

large feed supplies. Decreases in chicken meat output are expected in the two 

North Central areas. In the Western States and North and South Atlantic 

states, larger feed supplies and better distribution of feeds may bring about 

some increases in production of broiler and chicken fleat. 

During the war, slaughter from farm flocks increased most sharply in 

'I 

I 

the West North Central area, where the number of chickens was low in the 1930 1 

~ 
becaus~ of drought. Oommercial broiler output increased most in the South 

Atlantic region which h~s the bulk of the specialized producing areas. Prices 

received by farmers for chickens during the war increased most in the Western 

States and South Oentra1 States where demand increased more and supplies less 

than in other regions of the ,country. 
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THE EGG SnUATION 

CASES 
(MILLIONS) 

20 

16 
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a ,...,.... 
CENTS 
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40 
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JAN. 

FARM EGG PRODUCTION 

PRICE OF EGGS 

.1/ 
1945

i5
,'" ... 

... ,~ 

APR. JULY OCT. 
* 1ST OF THE MONTH 

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICUL.TURE 

POUNDS 
( MILLIONS) 

FROZEN EGG PRODUCTION 

u. S. STOCKS FROZEN £GGS* 

0' ., 
POUNDS '," ,. i 
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12 
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JAN. APR. JULY OCT. 
A BAS$D ON 'FARM PRICES 
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.. 
TH~ POULTRY SITUATiON 

C.Ep~T~:DER I I I" I -----, NUMBER 
I FARM· PRICE OF CHICJ<iENS I 'M'LLIONS) CHICKS HATCHED 

I 
32 400 

28 I21-V

' 

300 . ··4~·f -,,' \ 
24 

. ... ...... -- I . ' ...... __ • 
200 

20 1-1946 -M Average . 
1935 -44 . lOa 

.-:. ~ 

16 l~ a 
POUNDS . POUNDS 

f MILLIONS) 
U. S. STOCKS Ot F.OWLS * (~~OUSANDS) t FOWLS: AVERAGE 

I RECEIPTS PER .PLANT" 
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I..J1 
50 12 
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0 a 
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U.S. STOCKS OF CHicKENS' <THOUSANDS> [ CHICKENS. YOUNG: AVERAGE 

I I. . . . RECEIPTS PER PLANP 

100 
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o 
JAN. JULY. OCT. APR. 

a 
JAN, 

*JST OF THE MONTH ARECElPTS AT CENTRAL WESTERN PRIMARY MARKETS 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICUL.TURE BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS 
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EGGS: OUTLOOK AIm RECENT DEV:ELQp}1EJJTS 

Egg Prices Break S!larpl,y: 

Egg prices in mid-October probably passed their peak for the next few 
years and are now declining. By the end of 1946 and during early 1947 they 
probably will be at or near support levels (90 percent of parity). Total sup­
plies of eggs available will exceed civilian demand at support prices, pOSSibll' 
by the equivalent of leO million to 200 million dozen shell eggs. Civilian pe 
capita consumption is expected to be moderately below 1946, but may exceed any 
year prior to 1945. ' 

The extent of the foreign demand is still uncertain, but it is expected 
that foreign ~ried egg requirements will ne below 1946. Purchases by the USDA 
thus far in 1946 totaled 93.5 million pounds, which is still about 4 millionJih 
pounds below the program announced August 13. 

Table 1.- Purchases through November 9. 1946, of dried whole eggs iy 
Production and Marketine Administration, by months scheduled for delivery 

: 
1941: 0.7 1.2 2.6 2.6 507 8.7 
1942 : 11.4 12.9 13.1 13.1~ 18.3 17.5 18.5 19.2 19.2 22.0 25.3 
1943: 7.2 20.1 12.6 21.4 17.2 10.9 19.6 19.9 16.1 16.4 20.1 
1944:26.4 27.0 18.3 27.7 27.u 26.1 24.8 31.5 24.2 20.l.). 12.8 
1945: 6.2 5.0 9.8 10~6 3.5 0.6 G.l C.3 
1946: ~.2 15el 16.8 12.2 13.7 11.3 10.5 5.8 2.0 2.0 

13.9 35. 6 
15.8 206.6 
28.1 209.6 
7.6 273. 8 

36.1 

Prices at 90 percent of parity d.uring the first half of 1947 would be 
higher than actual prices during the fi rst hR1f of 19~·6 if recent increases :j.n 
the parity index are maintained. After remt"l.ininr; relatively stable from Jan­
uary through June 19u6, (178 to 182), the pn-rity L--cdex rose shc ... rply from June 
to September. Some slight decline was recorded in September but in mid-6ctober 
prices paid by fn-rmers, including interest and taxes, at 207 was 11 percent 
above the January-June average. 

Prices received by fanners for eggs in mid-October averaged 51.5 cents 
per dozen t the highest since early 1921. Becauso of short meat supplies from 
early September to mid-Octooer, faro cr,g prices junyed sharply. The increase 
from l1id-September to mid-Octorer was 7 cents per dozen, the greatest monthly 
increase in 22 years •. Dem..':md for eggs was strone: and wholesale egg prices were 
higher than at any time slnce the outbreak of th~ \'m.r.. The mid-October farm 
price at 102 percent of p.!J.ri ty VJaS hieher than in any previous month in 1946, 
except l<'l.nuary. 
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Fo;nowing removal of Government price regulations on red meats in mid­
October,egg price,s at first showed only moderate declines. As meat supplies 
increased near the end of the month, however, e;gg prices declined contra­
seasonaliy, particular!ly for lower grades and storage eggs. Current receipts 
at Chicago during the first week in November averag,ed 14 percent below the 
second week of ~ctober. Prices of top-quality eggs did not' decline as sharply 
a13 the demand was relatively stronger because of the high level of consumer 
:incomes. 

~~~ ~-Feed Price Ratio Likely 
in First Half of 1947 . 

:Because of higher feed prices', the egg-feed price. ratio in the first 
luuf, of 1947 is likely to be less favorable than the +atio of 1946 and the 
:~ong-timeaverage. Ordinarily, a decrease in the egg-feed price ratio from 
one year to the next would result in a decline in the number of chickens raised. 
Jnlt large,feed supplies, at least during the first l1alf of 1947, and better 
(listribution than in 1946,probably may prevent any decrease in chickens raised. 
In recent months, the egg-feed price ratio has been less favorable than in'1946 
or the long-time average. 

Despite the high level of egg prices which prevailed in September and 
ea.rly October, the egg-feed price ratio was below 1945 and the long-time 
average. The average price paid by farmers for paul try ration in mid-October 
1946 was $3.75 per 100 pounds, about 25 percent above October 157 1945. The 
I)oultry ration cost was relatively stable from October 1945 '\hrough April 1946, 
ranging from $2.96 to $3.11 per hundred. Upward revisions 1tlere made in price ' 
ceilings on corn during May and June. :further increases in prices occurred in 
J~ly when ceilings on-all feeds were temporarily suspended. Prices paid by 
farmers f9r'poultry ration reached a high pOint of $3.94 per 100 pounds in July. 
Since mid-July poultry ration costs have been declining, and in mid-October 
",'ere 5 percent below the July high. 

Table 2.- Livestock-feed price ratios, specified dates .. --- ---- - -- --- --- --- --- ---
: Average 1935~ 1/ : 1946 :1946 as a percentage 

Item 
• __ • ' of average _ 

: JuJy15: Oct.15:Apr.15: July 15: tct.15 . . . . .----~ --- ----,- : Apr.15: July 15: 6ct.15:Apr.15 · . . .-----

Egg-feeq. 10~2 11.5 15.3 : lO.l 9.4 13.7 : 99 82 90 
Chi cken-f eed 8.6 ' S.5 88.4 : 7.8 7.5 9.2 : 91 88' 110 
Turk~y-feed, 9.3 8.7 9. 8 : 9.7 8.3 10.8 : 96 95 110 
Milk-feed 1.18 1.16 1.37:2/ 1.36 1.06 1.44: 115 91 105 
:Bu't t erfat-feed: 23.8 22.4 26~4 :gj27.9 21.7 30.4 117 97 115 
Hog-corn . : 12.3 11.7 12.9 : 12.2 8.6 13.5 : 99 74 105 

· IT For the d~feed and hog-corn price ratios the average showp. is for 192~ 
g/ Includ~ng dairy production payments. 

U:)vember 1. Potential Layers .9. Percent 
]3elow Last Year 

The number of layers on farms on January 1, 1946 at 469 million head was 
a1:Jout the same as a year earlier. The number of potential layers on farms this 
year decreased more than in 1945, because the number of chickens ra.ised. was 18 
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percent smal,ler than'last year. 'On November 1, the number of potential iB\Y'ers 
(hens, p~lets of ,+aying age, and pullets not of laying age) was 489 million, 
9 per;cerit Oelo,w. November 1, 1945 •. All of the reduction, was iT!- pullet s not 
"et of ,laying 'age, "which \"ere 25 percent below November I, 1945. The number 
of hens and pullets of laying age was equal to last year's numl?er. By January 
1, t,he size of the U. S. laying flock is expected to be '7 to 10 percent belo .... , 
J anua,i-y I, 1946. 

The rate of lay during 1947 is expected to,be at lea~t as high as in , 
1946, and possibly higher. Favorable feed supplies, at least during 'the fir;st 
six months, will tend. to result in a high rate of feeding and in an increase 
in the rate ,of lay. Furthermore, the long-time trend in the up\'1ard movement in 
rate of lay is expected to continue in 1947. During 1946 the rate of lay, on a 
hen house, basis, has been about 3 percent below 1945. l-'art of this decrease" 
however, ,,,a.s due to an earlier movement of hens from flocks, 'refle,cting the 
tight feed situation .... lhich developed in the spring of 1946. 

During January and February of 1946, the rat~ of lay was at a record' 
level.. Because of the tight feed situation which res:ul ted in' a lower, rate of 
feeding, the rate of lay from June through September \",as below, the record of 
1945. Re\leVer, in October, 1946, the rate of lay exceeded any previous cor­
responding month. 

~ Supplies in !ill i2. ~ Smaller 
Decrease ~ ~ ~roduction 

At present, it appears that cold-storage stocks of shell and frozen 
eggs on January 1, 1947 will be 45 to 90 million dozen, shell-egg equivalent, 
above January 1, 1946. This larger carry-over will offset, in part, the ex­
pected 6 to 9 percent reauction in output, so that egg supplies available dur­
ing 1947 ·,11,11 be only 4 to g percent below 1946. 

Cold-storage stocks of shell and fro zen eggs on November 1, 1946 w'ere 
'B.l, million cases, 1.5 m'illion cases above November 1, 1945. Net with­

dra\'.1als during Octob.er were slightly' ahead, of last year. But by the end of 
the mont,h shell egg ,wi thdrawals ,,,,ere behind. This was due'to fncreases in 
meat supplies, at the, end of, Octobe,r. ,1:1i thdrawals of shell, eggs' during Sep­
tembir: and early-' °ct:ober we~re at iecor:cl l~vels wh,ile tho:se .of frozen eggs 
.... rere ahead of any ye:ars but' 1943 and 1944.: AI though col'd-storage stocks of 
shell eggs on July 1, 1946 (the peak of t1~e holdings) were nearly 4 million 
cases above July 1, ~1945, this' disparity Jiad 'decreased to 2 million cases by 
November 1. Fro zen egg stocks Sh01;1 a simiJar situation, althoUgh not' to as 
large extent. Of t4e frozen eggs in . storage 'during 'the fall of 1945, hO,vever, 
about 5Bmillion poUnds were owned by the armed forces. At present about.b 
i'nilJ.i-on p-ounds of f~o'Z~m eggs: a:r;e in the hands of the Oovennment~ Com-
mercial stocks of frozen eggs are about 3q percent above last year. 

Disappearance of eggs during October \vas ahead of the previous year. 
Farm egg production during the month totaled 264 million dozen~ and. was' 2 
percent above October 1945- i'li th cold-storage stocks during October being 
reduced by a somewhat larger quantity this year as last, total supplies for 
consumption were greater than last year. 

•• 
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CHICKENS SLAUGHTERED AND COMMERCIAL BROILERS 

PRODUCED, UNITED STATES, 1925-46 
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" .-.. -
.-.... ---

" 
" ,. 

, " , 
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DATA FOR 1946 ARE TENTATIVE INDICATIONS 

1950 
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Farm chickens slaughter in 19~7 is expected to be somewhat below that of 19~6. 
But commercial broiler production will probably increase so that total chicken meat 
produced in 19~7 will be about as much as in 19~6. 

'0 
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CHICKENS SLAUGHTERED AND COMMERCIAL BROILERS 
PRODUCED, BY REGIONS, 1925-46 
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CHICKEN MEAT: . REGIONAL DEVELOPMENTS AND OUTLOOK FOR 1947 

BACKGROUND - Chic'ken !neat output maybe determtned from farm chicken 
Slaughier-(nuniber sold. and consumed on farms) and the number of' com­
mercial broilers produced; Farm chicken slaughter depends on the 
number of chickens raised and the change of inventory during the 
years. In 1947 the number of chickens,raised is likely to be 'about 
as large as in 1946, and little change. in inventory is expected. 
During 1946 thenUIl'Iber of chickens on farms will show a 7 to 10 
percent decrease. Therefore, farm chicken meat output probably 
will be smaller in 1947 than in 1946. Commercial broiler output, 
however, is expected to expand in 1947 and roout offset the de-
crease in farm chicken production . 

• ' Con:rrnercial, broiler production has increased markedly in im-
portance during the past decade.· and has provideA, fratl,l/5 to al­
most 1/4 of the total chicken meat in the past two year S. This 
compares 'With less than 5 percent in the early 1930 l s,' 

Prices received by farmers for chickens in 1947 probably will 
average lower than in 1946.- In the first quarter they probably 
will average higher because of a high level of meat prices and 
continuation of record consumer purchasing power. By mid or late 
1947, with declining consumer incomes and seasonally inareasing 
supplies of poultry and red meats prices will be decreasing. Com­
mercial broiler growers are also expected to receive higher prices 
in early 1946. ,But in the latter half of 1947, prices will recede 
and will be below those in September and early October of. 1946: 

ful.BJ~~~ gu.tlg~o.1 

". Slaughter 'of chickens from farm flocks in the East North Central and West 
Nort::1 Central regions in 1947 is expected to be somew'i1'a-tbeirn;~194b.-The numbei: 
Q'f--cTiiCkens-r'alsed probably will be c.bout the same as in 1946. Alternative live­
stoclt enterprises' appear to be more favorable than egg production. At present all 
live13tock-feed price ratios are at or above the lo:rig-t.im~ average, except the egg­
feed price ratio (see table 2). This situation is expected to continue at least 
thhough the first half of 1947. In addition, little change in inventory is expec­
ted :In the size of the laying flock. In 1946, 'a 6 to 10 'percent decrease iri the 
laying flock is .occurring in these 2 rc?ions. 

The slaughter of' chickens from farm flocks in the Western and North Atlantic 
regions in 1947 probably will bei moderately larger than ill"'.19%. Tho'7lumbcr of -~ ... 
chiclcens raisod will increase. Although prices of feed during the 1947 hatching 
season are likely to be higher than last year, larger supplies and removal of price 
ceil:~ngs will permit better distribution so that these two deficit feed areas will 
rece:~ve larger feed supplies. The number of chickens 'raised 'in those two areas in 
1946 was materially. reduced -- 22 to 23 percent below 1945 compared with an 18 per­
cent d.ecrease nationally. F;::;rm chicken-meat slaughter in the Sou~h ft.!:.1l¥?t~..£ and 
~~ Cen~ regions prob"ably will' be about unchanged from 19~ 

. . . 
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COmmercial broiler output is expected to' reCQver from the decline re-
corded in 1946 particularly in the South Atlantic region \'Ihich embraces the 
Del-Mar-Va. Peninsula. Commercial hatching of chicks, which at this time of 
year are primarily for meat lYurposes, are increasing. There were also larger 
placements of chicks during September and October in the Del-Mar-Va area', 
Shenandoah Valley, an.~. Georgi~a compared wi th the summer months. In November 
placements began to excE?ed last year. This ",dll result in a large:r commercial 
broiler output during the first half of 1947 than in the first half. of 1946. 
Commercial broiler output in the second half of 1947 will depend la.rgely on the 
supply and price of meat s. Both factors are expected to be unfavorable for 
broiler pro'duction in the last quarter of 1947 and declines in production probably 
will occur. However, output is n.ot expected to run below the last· qua.rt.er of 1946. 

Averagepri CGS re ceived by farmers and broiler gro",rers for chi cken meat 
in 1947 probably will'deqline relatively more in thA t1,!O surplus':'producing& 
North Central regions. Prices in the Ivestern and North' Atlantic States will 
be relatively stronger in the first half year th;m· in other areas. Since they 
are deficit chicken and meat producing areas prices of chickens and broilers 
will tend to- r'emain relatively higher than in other regions. 

Regional Chicken-Meat Production Trends 

The nuin1ier of chickens slaughtered from 1925 through 1934 remained re­
latively stable and ranged, b~h!een 625 and 700 million birds, v.rith the exception 
of :1,930 when 733 million 1~ere ,. slaughtered. Slaughter declined during the drought 
year·s. and from 1935 through 1939 averaged. about 585 mi '.lion birds. Following 
the large increases in the demand for eggs, the number of chickens raised in­
creased sharply, resul ti ne; in large inerea'ses in the numbpr of chickens slaughtere 
For the 3 years. 1943-45. the number of chickens consumed on farms and sold 
averaged 7u5 million heRd, 25 percent above 19"35-39 and about 10 percent higher 
than in the la.te .1920 I S and early 1930 I s (see table 3 and fig. 3). 

The increase in the number of chickens slaughtered over the immediate 
prewar average (1935-39) was most pronounced in the West North Central :;-egion. 
This area had very low chicken numbers in the 19')5-39 'Oerior1. as a result of 
the droughts in 1934 and 1936. About one-half of the national increase in 
the number of chickens slRughtered in 1943-45 over 1935-39 took place in this 
region. Other areas which showed moderate increases in the number of chickens 
slaughtered 'Nere the East Nort.h Central' and South Central Regions. Little 
c~ange occurred in the South Atlantic and North Atlantic areas. \irhile the number 
of chicken~sold and consumed on farms in the West declined. Changes in the 
number of chickens slaughtered follol,>! fairly closely the regional change s in 
egg production. 

Region;:!.l data on the total poundage of farm chicken meat 'Oroduced prior 
to 1936 is not available. But the increase in the poundage of chicken meat 
produced during the ",jar was larger than the Increase in numbers. Thi sis due 
to the steady up'>Jard trend in the average weight of chickens sold. Thi s re­
flects the shift from 'Ughhreight breeds for egg production purposes to dual' 
purpose type'S and improved feediug practices. I.n addition t ~he strong- demanj. for 
chicken meat during the war provided some incentive for raising the average 
weight. (see table 4). The average vreight of chickens sold increased most in the 
Atlantic and North Centrals.reas. 

.' 
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Table 3 .- Chicken slaughter (sold and consumed on farms), United States and by regions, 1926-1946 

~Partial data for fi~ures 3 and 4l 

North East North • West North • South South United 
Year Atlantio Central I Central I Atlantic Central 

Western statea 

Thousands Thousands Thousands Thousands Thousands Thousands Thousands 

1925 62,478 131,643 181,367 73,413 126,695 47,471 623,067 

, 1926 63,694 134,180 186,274 74,251 131,996 61,200 641,695 
1927 67,013 142,925 191,991 78,910 143,200 55,620 679,659 
1928 67,435 137,895 188,018' 75,429 138,395 58,736 665,908 
1929 69,146 140,160 195,765 72,817 132,804 62,151 672,843 

1930 77,695 144,555 219,736 77,265 145,835 68,042 733;128 
1931 68,468 136,262 196,307 72,969 126,699 59,902 659,607 
1932 71,323 136,658 192,302 82,373 132,283 49,972 664,911 
1933 76,180 147,420 205,803 80,628 134,756 60,728 695,515 

,a., 1934 64,671 12~.215 189,400 68,321 123.241 47,553 622,301 
1935 68,262 128,325 168.682 67,904 116.821 44.237 584.281 " 
1936 74,386 136,363 175,328 71.615 123,874 48,567 ."'."~ 1937 72,330 119,374 144.460 67,655 116,836 46,222 566~877,. '" 
1938 71,260 1l2,660 146,827 65,640 113,706 44,157 664,240 ' 
1939 74,408 116,896 163,343 71,684 127,026 48,009 601,366 

1940 67,872 109,495 154,245 65,696 113,797 43,137 664,242 
1941 '68,214 114.988 164,305 69,227 121,151 46,090 583,975 
1942 71,324 120,991 190,437 71,923 134,139 47,964 636,778 
1943 96,409 150,883 245,142 88,275 169,390 60,813 810,912 
1944 87,416 132;240 214,559 83,617 141,120 50,156 709,107 
1945 88,851 137,600 221.344 76,861 138,166 53,666 716,462 
1946 Y 10,000 123,000 195,000 70,000 125,000 47,000 630.000 

Averages 
1925-29 65,953 137,361 186,683 74,964 134,618 65,038 656,614 
1930-34 71,647 138,622 200,710 76,311 132,543 55,239 675,072 
1935-39 72,127 122.734 157,728 68,900 119,653 46,236 587,379 
1943-45 J 90,892 140,241 227,015 82,914 149,559 54,879 745,620 ' , 
Y Tentative indioation, October 1945. 

~. \ 
Table 5 .- Commercial broilers produoed, United States and by regions, 1934-46 

(Partial data for figures 3 and 4) 

North East North West North South South Unlteid 
Year At1antio Central Central Atlantic Central Westem Stat •• 

fliousands Tliousands Thousands Thousands Thousands Thousands 'lIiousana:. 

1934 6,360 5,700 1,700 13,200 5,500 1,670 34,030 
1935 7,345 6.415 1,800 la,200 6,660 2,480 42,890 
1936 8,660 7,365 1,930 23,150 8,750 3,300 

~'Wffi 1937 10,360 7,970 2,070 32,100 10,700 4,716 67,915 / 
1938 12,110 9,030 2,280 39,200 14,160 5,650 82,420../ .. 
1939 14,050 10,400 2,560 50,600 17,700 6,755 102,065 

1940 16,730 12,500 2,800 71,900 20,416 7,410 131,766 
1'941 20,045 14,900 3,100 99,160 26,685 8,600 172,490 
1942 24,720 16,730 3,350 121,725 28,635 10,186 205,346 
1943 30,700 20,437 3,912 148,300 34,048 13,963 261,360 
1944 28,125 17,484 3.070 142,798 33,049 11,468 235,994 
1945 37,756 22,888. 4,338 188,827 40,782 17,609 312,200 
1946 Y I 29,000 19,000 4,000 148,000 36,000 14,000 260.000 

'1 :V Tentative indication. 
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Table 6 .- Chickens: Wei~ted annual average farm price per pound, United States 
and regions, 1924-46 

North : East North 
I South South Year : West North Western United States Atlantic Central Central ; Atlantic Central 

Cents Cents ~ CentE: Cents Cents CAnts 

1935-39 .... : lS.5 15.3 13.0 16.s 13.2 15.4 15.1 
: 

1924 •••• : 24.s 19.7 17.2 23.2 17.5 19.9 19.4 . 
1925 •••. : 26.2 21.0 17.9 23.9 18.7 20.7 20.5 
1926 •.•• : 27.7 22.5 19.8 25.5 20.6 22.2 22.3 
1927 ••.• : 26.4 20.2 17.5 24.1 18.7 20.7 20.3 
1928 ••.• : 26.8 21.9 19.2 24.3 19.5 21.6 21.5 
1929 •. ,.: 28.3 23.5 20.3 25.9 20.9 23.2 22.8 

: 
1930 •... : 24.2 18.~ 15.5 22.4 17.2 20.1 18.4 
1931 •••• : 21.0 15.9 13.6 ~~:, 14.0 16.5 15.8 
1932 •••• 1 16.8 11.6 9.5 10.1 12.7 11.8 
133~ •••• : 13.9 9., 7.4 12.0 8.1 10.9 9.5 
193 •••• : 15. 2 11. 9.3 13.9 9.5 11.5 11.3 
1935 •••• : 18.1 1;.1 13.1 16.2 12.8 14.9 14.9 
1936 •••• : 19.3 15.9 13.6 17.6 14.1 15.9 15.8 
1937 ••.• : 18.9 16.4 14.5 17.4 13.4 15.8 15.9 
1938 .... : 19.1 15.5 12.8 17.2 13.4 16.1 15.4 
1939 •••. : 17.2 13.5 11.0 15.S 12.1 14.4 13.5 

I 

1940 •••• : 16.6 13.4 11.2 15.4 11.7 14.0 13.3 
1941 ••.. : 19.0 16.3 13.S 17.3 14.4 16.6 15.8 
1942 .... : 22.3 19.4 17.1 20.3 17.6 20.6 18.9 
1943 .... : 29.0 24.7 21.7 27.3 23.5 26.1 24.4 
1944 ••.• : 27.6 23.9 21.6 26.8 23.0 24.s 23.9 
1945 .... : 31.1 25.8 22.6 29.9 25.7 27.2 25.9 
1946 V .. : 32.0 27.0 24.0 31.0 27.0 27.5 27.0 

: 
!l 'l'ent.ative indication. 

1 Table Chickens: Weighted annual average farm price per pound, United States 7·-
and regions, 1924-46 

(Index NumberR 1935-39: 100) --.-
Year North ; kst North West North South South Western United States 

Atlantic Central Central Atlantic Central --------_. 
: 

1924 •••. : 134.1 128.8 132.3 138.1 1~2.6 129.2 128.5 
1925 .... : 141.6 1,7.3 137.7 142.3 1 1.7 134.4 135.8 
1926 •••• : 149.7 1 7.1 152.3 151.8 156.1 144.2 147.7 
1927 .... : . 142. 7 132.0 134.6 1~.5 1~1.7 134.4 144.4 
1928 .... : 144.9 143.1 144.7 1 .6 147.7 140.3 1 2.4 
1929 .... 1 153.0 153.6 156.2 154.2 158.3 150.6 151.0 

: 
1930 ••.. : 130.8 120.3 119.2 133.3 130.3 130.5 121.9 
1931 ••.. : 113.5 103.9 104.6 114.9 106.1 107.1 104.6 
1932 .... : 90.8 75.8 73.1 85.7 76.5 S2.5 78.1 
1933 .... I 75.1 60.8 56.9 71.4 61.4 70.S 62.9 
1934 •••. : gZ.2 74.5 71.5 82.7 72.0 74.7 74.8 
1935 .... : 97.8 9S.7 100.8 96.4 97.0 96.8 98.7 
1936 .... : 104.3 103.9 104.6 104.8 106.S 103.2 104.6 
1937 •••• : 102.2 107.2 111.5 103.6 106.5 102.6 105.3 
1938 .... : 103.2 101.3 9S.5 102.4 101.5 104.5 102.0 
1939 .... : 93.0 88.2 84.6 94.0 91. 7 93.5 89.4 

: 
1940 .... : 89. 7 87.6 86.2 91.7 8s.6 90.9 8S.1 
1941 .... : 102.7 106.5 106.2 103.0 109.1 107.8 104.6 
1942 .... : 120.5 126.8 131.5 120.8 133.3 133.8 125.2 
1943 .... : 156.8 161.4 166.9 162.5 178.0 169.5 161.6 
1944 .... : 149.2 1,6.2 166.2 159.5 174.2 IF:1.0 158.3 
1945 .... : 16s.1 168.6 17~.g 178.0 194.7 176.6 171.5 
1946 !l .. : 173.0 176.5 18 .6 184.5 204.5 17S.6 178.8 

I 

!l Tentative indication. 
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Table 4.- Farm chickens: Average weight per bird sold, United States. 
and by regions, 1929-45 

Ye1ar 

t 1929 

1930 
1931 
1932 

,..933 

North .: Easrs: 
. North 

At 1 ant ic :. 
.• Central 

----'--

3.61 

3.53 
3.70 
3.73 
3.75 

P~s 

~~3.94· 

. '1934 .: 3.77 

3.89 
4.02 
4.13 
4.0,9 
4.07 
4.0~ 
4.09 
4.2ry 
4.19 
4.29 

1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 

1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 

1930-3)+ 
average 

.1935-.3~3 
avera.S6 
1940-:<+4 
averi3-esS 

· . · . .. · 
· . . 

3.78 
3.85 
3.93 
3.89 
4.10 

4.24 
,4.25 
4.50 
4.52 
4.'70 
4.71 

3.70 . 

3.91 

4.44. 

4.,2 
4.,)6 
4.4, 
4.48 
4.62 
4.00 

: 4~03 

4.17 

4.44 

West, 
North. 

. Central 

Pounds 

4.10 

'4.06 
,4.14 
4.16 
4.14 
4.03 
4.16 
4.11 
4.31 
~.19 
4.16 ' 

4.32 
4.31 
4.41 
4.39 
4.47 
4.60 

4.11 

4.19 

4.,38 

" . 
.', South .. : South 
:.ltlantic '<" Oentral . . . 

3.20 

3.19 
3. 26 
3.26 
3 .. 18 
3. 29 
~.34 
3. 46 
3.57 
3.35 
3.-36 

'3.56' 
3.6b 
3. 73 
3.75 
3.96 
4.01 

3. 24 

_ 3. 42 

3. 72 

3~73 

3.66 
3.74 
3.70 
3.73 
3.72 
3.79 

. 3.75 
, 4.00 
3.68 
3.56 

3.79 
3.69 
3.68 
3.63 
3.91 
3. 83 

, 3. 71 

3. 76 

3. 74 

:.United Western 
:States 

--.!--' 

. Pound.s > 

3.04 

3.03 
3.03 
3.21 
3. 23 

. }.06 
3.09 
3.13 
3. 26 
3. 29 
3. 20 

3.39 
3.30 
3.43 
3.53 
3. 70 
3.59 

3.19 
/ 

3. 47 

3.75 

3.70 
3.80 
3.83 
3.82 
3.8,,) 
3~87 
3.89 
4.03 
3.93 
3.33 

4.10 
4.07 
4.17 
4.17 
4.34 
4.32 

',CommerciaLbroiler QutDut is iocali zed in certain areas, pri-marily: in the 
De1-Mar-Va Peninsula, Shen~ndoah Valiey, Ar):ca.nsas, Georgta, the CaI'olinas~, and 

. certain counties lin Texas and Califo:r:nia. Production of commercia]... broil:ers has 
increased most markedly in'the South Atlantic 'region, where 188 mHlion birds 
were produced in .1945, more than half or. the U; S. output. Sharp increases also 
have taken place in the 'South Central areas, while moderat'e increases have ,occured 
in the North Atlantic and ~ast North Central regions. The Wpst NQrth Central 
States ha.ve not increased output, (table 5). 
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Regional Price Tr'en:ds 

Prices received by farmers for chickens increa~ed sharply during the 
"Tar years and reache,d an all time high in ,1946 averaging' ·alinost ,SO' pe,rceut :above 
the late :1930 1,s., Trie gre's.test :increa's'e ,.TO;S from 194a to .1943 when a 40 percent 
gain ~,ra'S :recorded.. ',Sharpest' advanc'eson a, regional 'basi,s. "Occured in ·the West and 
South Cedtral areas.-'· This is p'robably due to the smaller, thpn average incr:ease , 
in sup-plies ac.companied by 'larger thane.verage increases in the demand ... The 
number of farm c,hickens slaughtered. in both areas' during th,e. war was a.bout as 
large a's in the" tate 1920 1 s' and. eariy' 19301 s. although some"That greater than in 
1935-,39,. In ag,di tion, the establishment of mil~ tary camps in the Soutp Cen:tral 
region' might 'ha~e had some effects 'on' the price.: 

" ',·Prices·. did not incr.ease percent~ee:wise as'much as average during the· wara, 
in th.e·North Atl'ant1c region, chiefly'becau!'\s of' the expa:ns~on of comm~rcial broil-
er protiuction :ttl the near-by South Atlantic States. Prices received 'by farmers 
in the' t"JO North Central regions during the war years were ~t about th~ir usual 
relat~onship to' the United 'States average (tabie.s" 6 and 7): .... ,:-

'Commerci<ll broiler prices in'recent years 'have been relatively ~trongeIr 
in the 'West and 'South Central areas. 'This is also prooably a reflecti~n of,the 
stronger demand ,.rhich prevailed during the war s~nce both a~e defid t 'chicken-
meat .pro.ducing I'egions. ' 

. 
. -Table S.": Commercial 'broilers: . Weighted annual aver~e price r~ceived 

by grol,rers, Un:lted States 'and regions, 1939-45 . _. . ' 

-- : Nor~:'- ESi.st : '''est : SouU;-- South 
--- --,-=---_ .. 

Year Atlantic: North, North: ·Atlantic:. P.entral :Western United.: 
~ . : Central :' Central 
'ce~ <Bnt-s-- Cents ---,;'6.-en~ Cents 

: States; 
.qent s --qen-t-s-----

1939 17.2 17.9 
1940 -: 19.9 l,'l~ 9 
1941. -: 19.3 19.} 
1942 124.0 24'.0 ' 
1943 28.6 2S.1 
1944 2S.4 2S'~9 ' 
1945 . ' .' 30.1 2; .S . 
1946 !,/:, 

--1..--

~7 Tentative indieation~ 

16.s 
17.9 
lS • .1 . 
,22.5 
27 ~9. '. 
27.9 
27.1 

. 

17.0 
J6 .S 
18.2 
22.4 

,)~S.6 
28.4' 
29 .3 

. 

16.2 
17.9 
lS.0 
,22.4 
28.2 
29.S 
30.1 

,16.5 
17.6 
-18.6 
26.1 
30.1 
30.4 
3003 

~6.9 
1703 
]:s.4 
22.9 
2s.6 

,28.7 
29.3 
31.0 

--- --- ,...--- --- --' -'-

-. 
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POULTRY: RECENT DEVE:WPMENTS I 

Civilian Turkey Supplies About 
~~ Large ~ Last. Year 

Civilian supplies of turkey for the holiday season "'ill be about as large 
as record amount consumed last year. Although the number of turkeys raised in 
1946 is 9 percent belo,., 1945, the reduction in Army procurement and the prospect 
of smaller into-storage mov.ement ,.,ill about offset this decrease. The armed forces 
,,,ill take less . than half of the 50 to 60 million pounds procured in 1945. With 
cold.-storage stocks of turkeys on October 1, totaling 44 million pounds, a.lmo st 
dou'tle that of last year, the quantity of poultry going into storage is expected 
to be smaller. 

Off-season turkey meat consumption during 1946 was the largest on record. 
The quantity of turkey cOn«!umed from February 1 through Selltember 1, pro' ably was 
near 150 million pounds, dressed weight. Net withdrawals from cold storage during 
that period totaled almost 80 million pounds. On the basis'of farme.rs.' intenti()ns, 
abo1,1t 10 percent, or 60 to 70 million pound's, were' to be marketeo. before September' 
1. Probably the largest portion of it was consumed in restaurants and institutions 

TurkE~ Prices at All-Time High . 

Reflecting the tight meat situation during September and early October, 
turkey prices moved sharply up~Tard. In mid~October, the average price received 
by fa.rmers '·~as 40.6 cents per pound, an increase of 6.6 cents from mid-September. 
This price exceeded 'any previous month on record by 6 cents. 

Since mid-October, turkey prices have declined sharply. Wholesale quota­
tions during early November were running 20 to 25 percent belwo those of mid~ 
October, and were at about late June levels before price controls on turkeys 
were ramov'ed. 

Ohicklm Prices in mid-October 
Exceed Any 'Previ~us Month 

The' average price received by farmers for chickens on October 15, 1946 
"ras 3Lf.4 cents per pound,. an' increase of 5 cents from the previous month. This 
was the larg~8t monthly increase and the highest price in the 37 ~rears recoTds have 
been kept. :J:he sharp increases and the high level of prices "rere the result of the 
~hortages of meat. 

With the removal of price controls on meats in mid-October, wholesale prices 
of chicken declined and in the second "reek of November averaged about 30 percent 
below those of mid-October. Wholesale prices of most tynes of birds were below 
the levels of late 'June, when price controls on chicken ~ere still in effect. 

~ , 

°UPlllies of farm chicken meat are decreasilg seasonally and are below 
'last year because of an 18 percent reduction in the' number of chi ckens raised. 
In add:i.t i.. on , the large early hatch brought about earlier marketings of fo,.rl than 
usual. Su~p1ies in the large markets. however, hav'e been about as great as last 
year. . 
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Into-storage r:,oYement of chicken in late October and early november 
was at ,a record rate. In September and early' October when meat supulies were 
short, chickens moved out of stor~f?e ,contraseasonally. i'Then meat returned t'o 
butchers' counter's, there was a large ireto-storage mo~ement. At present, the 
rat~ of in-movement is about equal to last year's record rate. Total stocks of 
poultry excluding turkeys on November 1 1tJer" 181 r.Jillion uounds, exceeding last 
year's record November 1 holdings by 15 million vounds. Com",ercial stocks show­
ed a greater, increase. In 1945, about 71 million pounds were Government-01trned 
compared wi th 13 mi,1l,ion poCWds this year. 

:Prices of commercial broilers were also at record Ie '18 Is before the 
end of ,price' controls on~eats. Commercial troiler gr01tTerS in Delaware on 
October 1 were rAceiving an aver~;'e price of 47.4 cents per pound. SincA then 
sharp declin'es have occurred. 

KTRCT JF SIZE OF FA::UY IYCOHE ON PF,R CAPITA EXPENDITURES .AND 
~URCHASBS OF FOl.JLTRY PP.ODUCTS 

, Consume:r; expenditures for food vary not only wi tb -cricMbut with fa.mily 
incomes. , Recently, the Bureau of Labor Statistics' issued a report on studies of 
expenditures for and'quantities of food purchased for home consul'Iotion by urban. 
families. These stUdies give some indiCction of chHnges iI', food vurcr'}:lSps by 
family :i.ncome groups (lurhg~;hree different -periods. 1/ The following discusSi'on 
is limited to expenditures and vurchases of "Coultry. -

::=-urchases . in 191.i.2 Vary-With Incor.JE' Levels 

The outstand.ing feeture of the 1942 study, when essentially "frep-market" 
condi tions prevailed, was the" tenC:ency for h:i.gher incoMP families to buy much Morf 
poultry than low' incoI'ie families. Exvend~ tur,-,s ver pprson Der week for voul try ir 
the 101ttest family income group (under 81,000) was only 6 cents. As family income 
incre;·sed,' these expenditures also increased and, in the highest faMily irco!l1e 
group ($4.000 and above), expenditures ave:raged 22 cents per uerson 1Jer week, an 
iEcrease of '250 vercent over thE' lowest. Q,uanti ties purch!"sed did not incr.ease a::: 
much as.expenditures. The quantity uurchased ver verson bv families in the ~igbes 
income ,bracket was about 21C-oereent more tl:ar. that of familjps in the lowest i~come 
bracket. This indicates that the average 'orice va::id for -poultry rose as the 5.ncomf 
level of the family in~reased, probably reflecting the quality differences. 

~I tfl.vartime Food Pur'chases", U.S. Department of k .. bor, Bulletin 838; also 
see "Monthly Labor Revie",". FebrUAry 1946, :PI' 297-301. 

• 
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FurchasE"S of Poultry iT,' th'" Fall of 1944 and 
February of 1945 Varied Little Wi thTncome Level 

The 1944 and 1945 surveys shovTed. less differpnce among family incoI!lP groups 
in purchas8s and expenditures for poultry. This nrobAbly vras dUA in part to in­
creasE"d demand for uoultry r:eat by all families because of shortages of red meat. 
The seasonally large, supplies of lloultry during the fall of 1944 also may have 
been responsible for the higher level of purchasp,s by almoet all income grou:r;s in 
that neriod. 

With the exc8Dtion of expenditures in the lowest income group in February 
1545, both ex~enditurp.s and quantities purchased at all levels of income in the 
fall of 1944 and in February 1945 varip.~ much less than in 1942. In the f~ll of 
1944 the Quantities purchased shov!ed a variation of only 25 percent from the low-

• est income group to the h~ghest one. In February 1945 the range in Qua.ntity .,llr­

chased \<ras about 40oerced. ~X'Qendi turps i1". the fall of 1944 varied l:i, ttle "Monf' 
income groups; and, in February 1945, a isimila.r situation prevaile.d. 

rhe per-uerson Quantities purchased and expenditures ir the "'all of 1944 
and iT; ?ebruery 1945 v'ere substant ially hig~eJt: than in the snringcd 1942, Fartic-
ularly in the incoI'18 groups below $2,000. his It/as very evident in the fall of 
1944 when. su.nplies of poultry v/ere plentiful and nrices \<!ere below cej lings. But 
in the family income group tt"?ove $4,000, variations in expenditures and quantities 
purchased in all three periods v'ere not very great. 

Table 9.p Poultry -')urchased by urban household, 1 ".reek in the spring 
of 1942. in the fall of 1944, and in February 1945: Average 
quant i ties purchasf'd and expend.itures per person by family 
inc amp. grouDs. 

$0 to $999 .20 .48 ·35 6 21 16 

Sl,OOO,to $1,999 .29 ·55 ·3g 10 25 1,9 

Si,ooo to $2.999 ·34 .55 .45 12 25 23 

$3,000 to $3.999 .46 ·55 .40 IG 26 20 

$4,000 and over .63 .60 .49 22 21" 24 

: --,. -.---- --- --- --- --- ---
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