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Recent revisions in egg and poultry 
statistics, 1940-46 ••••••••••••••••••• 8 

Farmers probably will start 1948 with somewhat fever layers on hand 
than on January 1, 1947 when the laying f'lock totaled 437 million -- oon­
sisting of' 286 million pullets end 151 million hens. Although the number 
of' hens for 1948 ma::r be about the same or even larger than last year, the 
number of pullets ma::r be' less. About 5 percent fever chickens are being 
raised this year than last. 

In the second half' of 1947, egg production probably will be moder~ 
ately below the last half' of' 1946. Stocks on JuJ.y 1 will be Significantly 
less than JuJ.y 1, 1946. Supplies per person will be about 10 percent under 
the second half' of 1946 and about 20 percent below those of' the first su 
months of this year. Consumption the first four months of' 1941 was about 
140 eggs per person, higher than a:ny comparable period except possibly 1945. 

Egg prices will average nigher for the remainder of 1941 than for 
the same period of' 1946. Prices received by farmers in mid-April averaged 
40.8 cents per dozen, 9.5 cents above April 15,_1946 and a record for the 
month. In most years, egg prices in November and December are about 35 to 
40 percent higher than in May and June. If' there is a downturn in business 
activity, they will not inerease that much this year. 

Marketings of' chickens and turkeys will increase seasonally, but 
will be substantia~ smaller than last year. Prices of chickens ma::r de­
cline fran present levels, but turkey prices are not likely to change much. 
Civilian supplies of' turkey during the holiday season will be at least 
15 percent below last year's record. 

Cash receipts of poultry producers in 1946 were 2.65 billion dollars, 
4 percent below the 1945 record. Average prices for each of the poultry 
products in 1946 were at or near new highs. However, the vo1wne of chick­
ens, eggs, and broilers marketed in, 1946 was below 1945; pounds of turkeys 
sold were above. Cash receipts fram poultry products in 1947 are likely to 
be somewhat below 1946, largely due to a smaller volume of sales of poultry 
products. 

(For release l~ 23, a.m.) 
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The Poultry end Egg 8i tuation at a Glanoe 

Item Unit 

Farm produotion •••••••••••••••• 1 MIl. doz. 

Average number of layers on 
farms •••••••••••••••••••••••• 1 

Rate of lay per hen •••••••••••• 1 

t 
Apparent oivilian per oapita 

dilappearanoe •••••••••••••••• 1 

I 

Million 

Number 

" 
Frozen egg produotion ••••••••••• Mil. lb. 

I 

Dried egg produotion ••••••••••• 1 

I 
" " 

reoeived by farmers ••••• ICt. per doz. 

by farmers as a I 

01' pllrl.ty •••• , •••• 1 Percent 
I 

prioe (B.A.E,) •••••••• , ... Ct: o pal" dot. 

Stook •• ]J 
Shell ••••• e •••• ~a~ ••• 8 ••••• R.l 

FrOE8n •• '.~eR ••• ~ ••••••• ~o.~ai 
Dried •• o~s~o~.o •• ~~ ••• ~.~ ••• a. 

1.000 C/Ae'!HII 
" II 

MU" lb. 

ChI "ks hatohed .................. Mtllion 

Chioicll and young chiokens on 
fllnruJ May 1 .!7 •• & •• & .... e."'''.~,'f. 

Pl·ioe~ reoe1.,,'od by farmers for 

" 

chickens .o •• eCl •• o.~.~eo«o~o.~ .. :Cte pel'" lb. 
i 

Prioes received by farmers aa a I 

percentage of parity ••••••••• 1 Percent 
• 

Retail prioe of chiokens (B.A.E.)aCt. per lb. 

Prl (lila rl:.'osi'Ved by farmers • 
for turkeys •••••••••••• ee ••••• 

I 

Stocks' ]J • 
Poultry, excluding turkeys ••• 1 

TurkeYG •••••••••••••••••••••• 1 

I 

Chicken-feed ratio ••••••••••••• ' 
• 

Turkey-feed ra.tio ••••••••••••••• 
I 

Receipts of poultry at Central 
Western Primary Markets, 

" " 

Mil. lb. .. .. 
Lb. feed 

" " 

per plant •••••••••••••••••• o~s 1,000 lb. 
• 

11 Elnd of month. 

I Average 
Month I 1936-45 

t 

EglljS 

April 472.0 

" 332.6 

" 17.0 

Karch 

April 

" 
" 22.2 

" 68 

31.7 

1946 I 1947 

566.9 527.3 

380.5 358.7 Culling rate during April above 
last year. 

17.9 17.6 

First quarter disappearanoe exoeede 
37.5 40.0 any other firet quarter. 

1 

78.9 53.2 I)Purchases by the U.S.D.A. during 
I) Kay were inoreasing. 

19.7 11.0 I) 

31.3 40.8 A r000rd high for April. 

96 97 

56.0 I 

10.1 10.4 

4.194 
::S~G.i..f 

6,425 1.741 
6,3118 4,127 

13.4 36.2 

Loweet for any May 1. 

.. 261.7 

Poultry 

April 18.4 

II 113 

ilaroh 34.0 

April 20.7 

" 57.6 
n 26.:5 

.. 8.7 

n 9.7 

M 7.0 

343.7 310.7 I Eggs in inoubators on May 1 were 
3 peroent above last year. 

462.6 437.0 

24.3 27.7 Exceeded any other April. 

103 106 

42.9 50.7 

30.1 30.0 

149.9 113.6 
106.9 94.1 Consumption during first half at 

a reoord. 
7.8 7.1 

9.7 7.7 I Output of poults running 20 to 25 
percent below lalt year. 

6.1 5.5 

• 
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Outlook 

La:rers 2!! Fal'Ifl! JaX"ll,1.ag b.. 194~ May ~ Somewhat 
J!'ewel' rI'h~ Jatmar;v h 1;247 . . 

T~le farm laying flock on January 1, 19481s expeoted to be somewhat smaller 
thcm on Jfu"lUary 1, 1947, largely because of a prospective reduction in replace­
ment stock. Indications are that the number of pullets in farm flocks will: be 10 
to 25 million less but the number of hens may be about the same or even s~1ghtly 
greeter. On January 1, 1947, the U. S. laying flock totaled 437 million head­
~G6 million pullets and.151million. hens. 

Approximately 700 million chickens will be raised in 1947, about 5 pp,rcent 
Isss than in 1946. On May 1 theI'e were 437 million ohioks and. young chiokens on 
farms, 6 percent l~si.'l than May 1,1)46 While tris in it30lf,ts not ')n ::lc..:araG~ :tndi­
ca.tton of the number of chickens to bE' raisea., other factors also point to a 
smaller number: (1) Chicks hatched 'during April were 10 percent below April 1946. 
(:::~) Three percAIlt more eggs were in incubators on May 1 than a year earlier, incli-

.. eating little change in t'he May hatch; (3) Because of recpnt declines in egg -
prices, the hatch during June and July is not likely to be large enough to offset 
the decrease which already has occurred, although the late hatch '!IJliy be ,larger 
than in 1946. 

; 

--
For each of the past io years, except 1943, about 36 to 39 percent of the 

c:1ickens raised during the year were in farm flocks on the follmdng January 1. 
If about 700 million chickens are raised this year and 39 percent are kept,at 
least 10 milli~n fewer pullets will be on farms next January 1 than on January 
1, 1947. 

1931 
1932 
1933 
1~34 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 

Table I.-Chickens raised, pullets on farms ~cember 31, 
1931 - 47 

:Pullets on farms: 

Chi k Pullets:Dec. 31 as perM: c ens: 
:::aised: on : centage of : 

: farms : chickens raised: 
:Dec. 31: 

Million Million 

709. 
736 
750 
644 
658 
715· 
601 
651 
697 

230 
237 
238 
212 
226 
249 
215 
242 
254 

Percent 

32.4 
3e.2 
31.8 
33.0 
34.2 
34.8 
35.7 
37.2 
36.5 

:J;'ullets on farms 
. : Pullets : December 31 as 

Y • Chickens. on ear· . 
: r.aised : farms : percentage of . 

. ' .. . :Dec o 31: chickens raised 

Million Million Percent 

1940 634 
1941 745 
1942 844 
1943 1,001 
1944 832 
1945 915 
1946 740 
194 7 'ya~8Bt 

240 
2'"(8 
319 
350 
302 
325 
286 

260-275 

37.8 
37.4 
37.6 
34.8 
36.'4 
35.6 
38.6 

g Fo~ecast. 
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The nul1lber of olel hens which ara carried over into tl:e followinc year is deter­
mirad by the humber all'eady on farrnG and t"Yte cu.lling rate which takea place. In the 
rast three 'years, only nbClut 40 porcent of the· avera,go number of layero on i"arma dur­
ir .. g April baA been on farms the following JamtD,ry 1, cOtlpared with' 41~ to 50 percent 
prior to 19~~~" rrhe cU::.:l.nt'~ of layers from flock~ f()r the rQmain(,Ler of the yea:!' pro­
bably will be 1e'sa than lQ,at yea:r'l~efle6ting a !lLqrEi' .ravo.:;.~~bie 'egg":.feed. price ratio. 
Since thero ~Tbr0 about 6 PB!'CCrit 1estJ'layers, o,n fa.:::"lnB this April, the number of hons 
which ';llll',carried over into next year is not likoJy to 'be g:t'.;:utly different. from 
last year. ' 

1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 

Table 2 _ - Average number layers on farms during April, and hens 
on f ... 10 Deqember. 31, 1931-!~7 

: Average :, :lIens on 
; Average number: Hens on ,:' :~umber of: farms 
:. of layers on ': Hens on 

, :f'arms d.urin's :Dec. 31 farms Dec. 31' : Year 
April :as a percentage 

:of April average: 

:layero on:Hens on:Dec. 31 
farns : farms ;as perc8n­

during :Doc. 3l:tase of 
April : April 

: : avor&l.ge 
Miilion 'Ni11ion' Percont--; - -- Million MilliOn' Percont' . 

0 . 313 156 . 50 ~ 191~0 3,09 141 1~6 

307 154 
313 147 

50 ;19~·1 301 150 50 
'47 :1942 34,l~ 170 49 

309 139 45 :19)~3 395 174 44 
284 136 48 ~1944 1+-21 172 l~l 

293 130 t:4 :1945 381 15C 39 
305 138 
280 134 
296 139 

45 :19h6 381 151 !~o 

48 , :1947 358 ~/150-160 
47 '. 

: 
'!:.7 Forecf.).st. ----

Near Record Egg Consumption to Decline 

Per capita egg consumption: during" the first four months of 19'+7 'WaS near 140, • 
hi~1er tilan in any comDarable period exeept possibly 1945. In the first six months 
of 1947", egg, consumption por person will be about 205, almost equal to the 1945 re-
cord high. A: tavol'able re~,~ti,onship between retail egg pr~ces and red mea.t prices 
partly accolUlted for this 'high loyel. A pound of red. meat at retail during the first 
quarter of ti1is yoar bDught at least one-third more eggs than last year. Other fac­
tors which affoct0d consumption are the high level of consuner incono s ill1dthe short­
ages of durable goodo. As a result, consumers sppnt a la.rger than 1l8ua1 proportion 
of their incomes fer food. 

Total egg production, farm plus nonfar.n, will approximate 99 million cases, 5 
percent below last year" The combined net into-storage movet1snt from January 1 to 
July 1 of shell and frozen eggs p%!obably"will bo equivalent to about 7 million caaeB. 
On May 1, holdings of 8h81l eggs were 1.7 million cases, o::Jo-fourth of last year ~s 
large holdings fu"lll the cmallest on record. Frozen eeg holdings on Ma.y 1, 19h7 wore 
155 million pounds (equivalent to 1~.1 million cases), 45 million pounds below Ha.y 1, 
1946. 

' .. 

• 
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Supplies of eggs in the second half of 1917 will be about 20 nercont loss 
than the first half of 1947 and about 10 percent below supplies in tho :last six 
months of 1946.. Stocks of shell and frozen eGgs vrill be small9r ,and production 
will decrease. Preliminary estimates of the supply and distrihu.tiQn for 19'~5 f_nd 
1946 and the forecast for 1947 by half-yoar Doriods aro presented in tho :Col1owing 
table. 

Table 3.- Eggs: Supply Qnd distd.butions by half years, 
preliminary 1945 and 1946 and indicated 1947 

----- ---: -'Produc- :S"borage: : Eggs :Appare~t 
:tion (Farm:movement: Net :used in: Non- : 

C1 v. consu!iiPtfon 

Period :Year :plus non- : (Shell & :supp1y:hntch- :.civilian: Total :Pcr capita 
: farm) : frozen): : ing use 

----- ---':];;'Killion Milrron Million Eil1ion Mil..,..l .... i-o-n- jli[ill .... i-o-n- --- ---
cases casos cnses cases cases cases N1.~mber 

Jan.-June :1945: 105 -8 97 -r- Ib 76 258-
: 1946: 105 -13 92 5 12 75 195 
:1947: 99 - 7 92 5 6 80 205 

July-Dec. :1945: .66 9 75 1 6 68 189 
:1946: 65 ~ 13 78 ;1. 5 72 183. 
:19<17:62 .... 63 66 abo'll.t 165 

-- ---- --- --- --- ------
.!2:ice Support Purchasing Increasing 

Purchases of egr;s for price support purposes will be made at tho snmo price 
in June as in J,;i',y. The Departmont of Agriculture is purchasing dried and frozen 
eg;gs from processors who nre required to pay producers an average of 35 conts per 
dc)zencompnred 'with 33 cents for FObruary t:ilrough J'.pril. Frozen ee;g ?nrch~~ses for 
prioe support as of May 16 total 34, mi1lion pounds~ about a third of nhich ·",-o.s 
bought during Ho.y. Dried egg acquisitions (purchases minus cancelJ.n:cions) total 
40.8 million pounds, 33 million of 'lI'hich have boen committed to th8 lJritish Food 
M:Lssion. Offering of dried eggs for May delivery subject to cancella'l;iol1 :wcr8.[';ed 

'

about 4 million pounds per week. This is higher than any previous month of' the year·/ 

Table 4. - Purchc.scs through Ma,Y 10, 1947.of dried 1ilhole pgg 

~rear: Ja.n. :Feb:'": 
--:Mii:- Eil. 

lb. lb. 

1941 
1942 :11.4 12.9 
1943 : 7.2 20.1 
1944· :26.4 27.0 
1945 : . 6.2 5.0 
1946 402 
1947 7.9 10.5 . . --

by production and Marketing. Administration, 

Mar.: Apr. 
Hil. Mil. 
lb. lb. 

13.1 13.4 
12.6 21.4. 
18.3 ·'27~7. 

9,,8 10&6 
~15.0 16.8 
11.0 4 .. 6 

by months of delivery 
May: June: July iillg. Sept.:Oct.:l'1'ov::I)GC~:TotD.l 
Mil. Hil.-Mil. HH·-.-...... :ru"""iil. Mil~-lIil. j\:rr .'Mil 0 

lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. - - -
0.7 1.2 2.6 2 0 6 5.7 8.7 13.9 35.6 

18f}3 17.5 18,,5 19~2 19.2 22 .. 0 25.3 15~8 206,,6 
17.,2 10.9 10 .. 6 19 .. 9 16 ... 1 16.4 20.1 28.1 209~6 
27.0 26.1 ,24.8 31.5 24.2 20.4 12~8 7 0 6 273.8 
3.5 0~6 0.1 0,.3 -.. S6.,1 

12.2 13.7 11.3 10.5 ·5.8 2.0 2.6 3.5 97.6 
14.8 

--
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The purchase' price for dried eggs for May delivery is $1.26 per pound f.o.b. 
plant compared with $1.20 for the previous three months. Purchase price for frozen 
eggs for May delivery was 32.5 cents to 32.75 cents per pourld f.o.b. plant, 1.5 cent 
more than the previous 3 months. 

Egg Pri~ at All-Time High for April 

In mid-April the average price received by farmers for eggs was 40.8 cents 
per dozen, 9.5 cents above the previous April and higher than in any corresponding 
month on record. Since mid-April, wholesale prices have declined about 7 percent. 

Demand for eggs for the remainder of the 'year is not expeo~ed to be as strong 
as in recent months bec~use consumer purchasing power ,may decline. Meat supplies 
may b"e' larger at seasonally lower prices. 

Although consumer incomes have been rising in recent months, prices have been 
increasing even more. The purchasing power of the consumer dollar in March 1947 was 
about 15 percent less than a year earlier. 

Meat supplies per person during the remainder of 1947 are expected to be 
greater than in the same period of 1946. Prices of meat in general are somewhat 
higher than they usually are in relation to such factors as consumer spending 
power, meat production and exports. Same seasonal decline in meat prices probably 
will occur this fall. If genoral business activity declines, meat animal prices are 
likely to drop considerably. This would tend to bring about decreases in the pricer 
of eggs and other poultry products. 

Farm Sales of Chickens to bo .Snaller ~ in 1946 

Fewer chickens probably will be sold from farms during the remainder of 1947 
than in the same period of 1946. This will result from a decline in the number of 
chickens raised and no significant change in inventory numbers. Last year, the 
number of chickens (excluding broiler's) on farms declined 10 percent, with most of 
the decline occurring during the summer and fall. This is not expected to occur in, 
1947. 

On May 1, the number of chicks and young chickens on farms wus 6 percent be" 
low last year. Commercial hatchery output had decreased 5 percent. This 1ndicates~ 
that broiler output for the first 4 months of this year is running about equal to', 
last year. 

Because of the smaller carry-over in cold storage, supplies of chicken meat 
for the remainder of 1947 will be gnaller than the rate of slaughter would indicate. 
Cold-storage holdings of chickens on May 1 totaled 110 million pounds, 37 million 
pounds below May 1, 1946, but higher than on any May 1 before 1942. 

Since supplies of chicken and red meats will increase seasonally, moderate 
declines in chicken prices are in prospect. In mjd.April, the average price recei­
ved by farmers for chicken was 27.7.cents,higher than in any previous April. 

Feed Supplies Ample Until New Crops 

Combined stocks of corn, oats, and barley on April 1 were 16 percent larger ~ 
than a year earlier but about average for other recent years. On the basis of live­
stock numbers on January 1, however, stocks per grain consuming animal unit were 25 
percent ahead of last year and about 10 percent above average. 
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The supply of feed grains will bl') a Ii tt;Le ,sinal;lQ:r in ~947 -48 the~ i,n 191~6-4~i 
if farmers curry out their March 1 plantjng, 'interrtion~h, and yiolds are ubout c.verage 
fer recent yoars. On March 1, f8..l.""!1lol"s intended to plant moderately less corn, sub ... 
stantially loss sorghum and about the smnoque.ntl ty of oats and barley t,1.S in 1946. 
Or.. the basis of their l·brch'l inten:t;ions, the proq,uct:1.on of tr.e four food groJ.ns in 
1947 'would be 8 :p0rcGnt smdler than the 1946 record. 

Prices of feed grc.ins advnncdd sharply during February and most of March [l.nd 
then declined moderately during April. ,Tho course of feed pric,')s d11rlng the next 
several months will be determined. largely by :prospects for the new crops.' If Grow­
inc c0ndi tiona are average or better , fe!;';d prices prob8,bly will decline at 11.'Jast 
seasonally in the latter part of 1947. 

, , 

'I'Ilrkey s: Apparent Civilian Di sappearance 1941-46 
~nd Outlook for 19~1 --, 

Turkey production in 1947 will be at least 15 percent below 1946. In the 
first foUl~ monthn of 191n the output of poults WllS about 20-2; p i3rC(mt. 'bnlow last 
year. BGcause supplies for this fall and· winter will be much S!TI.allor, turkey 
prices are not expected to change much from prE.:sr:mt levels, -even if there is a do·· 
cline in businoss activity. Tne U. S. Dopnrmont of Ag-cicul tv.rv alr.)ady h::~s an·· 
nounced a t,urkey pricfJ support program for 1947. TIw support pric(;.'will bf; basod 
en September 15 parity and will cov;~r tho 1947 ma.rkotlng SGuson ..;Octobor 1947 
through January 1948. Differentials b,:)twoon light, Ir.ucliUlll and hoavy birds hav'e 
'been announced, 

Sufficient information is now available to ostimato civilian dis['.'ppoaranr-(; 
of turkoys by half years from 1941 through 1946. It u,pp(3ar~ t!~at consllI'llltion dur­
tng the firi:t half of 1947 "'ill exc0ed 100 million pounds ;:tp.O:t'othEm haJ,f of' this 
Gaming Qufof:coldstore.ge. Stocks on'May 1, 1:/47 woro 94 million pounds' 45 mUlion 
pounds below the Fobruary pe3.k and 13 mill-ion pounds below lest Y01:'.r, 

If the ;number of turkeys raised: is 15 percent below 19)~6, supplioq for tho 
'130cond half" of 1947 will be around' 86' to, '100 millIon pounds less than. last yoar. 
Year end stocks are expected to bo subst~mti.clly helow.1946. 

Table 5.- Tur:-':oys.: App.aront civilian diseppoa,r[l..Ilco by ha1f-ycr:.rs. j_9!~.}_1j.6 
and forecast for 19lt7 (drossod woight") 

-- -- --'--- --- --- -- --- --- -, -.- --- -- ---- -- ---. '. . . 
Year Jon. -June' , July-Doc. · ' . . -.......,--- -- ---' . . :--Mil. Ib .--, -', -,-: - MH-:-lb-. - -,--, Mil"7Ib.' --

1941 
1942 

.1943 
1944 

'1945 
1946 

'1947 ~/ 

!7 .ForecaSt:--' - , 

., · 

· ' · 
· 

---- .. _'---
67 
66 
6h 
32 
77 
92 

110 

'402 
418 
366 
391./-
478 
54.0 , 

44,0-460 

'--- --,-- ._--'- -~- .. ,- .,,---, -- '. 

469 
48!f 
h~:o 
'./ , 

426 
5:)5 
632 

:~- -,--.~ .. ---.":--- --_ .. ~-.-
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~'R9ceipts ~ Poultr Products in 1946 
Again Exceed 2-1 2 Billion Dollars 

Cash receipts from marketings of poultry products in 1946 totaled 2.65 
billion dollars, 4 percent below the previous record of 1945. Sales of all 
poultry products were below last year, but prices averaged as high for eggs 
and higher for broilers, chickens, and turkeys. 

The number of turkeys raised in 1946 was 8 percent below 1945. Market­
ings were about as large, however, because the inventory was reduced about 2 
million head. Commercial broiler production was 10 percent less, but prices 
averaged 10 percent greater. Sales of eggs from farms wexe 1 percent less than 
in the 1945 and prices were about the same. Marketings of chickens declined 15 
percent from 1945, while prices increased about '7 percent. 

Cash receipts from poultry products for 1947 again are likely to exceed 
2-1/2 billion dollars. Sales of eggs maybe about 5 percent less than in 1946, 
but, the increase in prices will more than offset this reduction in quantities ~ 

sold. The number of farm chickens Bold probably will be moderately less and .. 
prices also may be ~ower. Income from broilers may show little change. ~mrket­
ings of turkeys, how'ever, will be substantially smaller at lower prices. Total 
cahs receipts from poultry products for the first five months of 1947 were e;1)out 
15 percent higher than the previous year. All of the gain was due to substan­
tially higher prices for eggs and duckens. 

Table 6.-Poultry products: Cash farm income, sales, and prices 
received by farmers, 1939-46 

Cash farm income ' Sales Price 
: . : : Eggs:Chick-:Tur-:Broi~ . 

Year EgBs :Chick-: Tur- :Broil-: Eggs :Chick-:Tur-:Broil-: per ; ens : keys :ers 
ens keys ers ens :keys: ers d9z • : per :per :per 

: lb. : lb. :lb. 
Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil .. Mil. Mil. Mil. Cents Cents carts CEnts --dol. dol. dol. dol. cases ----

• 

1939 :437.4 198.6 70.7 52.1 83.6 376.6 29.8 105.6 20.3 13.5 15.7 17~ 
1940 :467.6 199.4 78.2 71.7 86.7 369.8 33.8 142.8 18.0 13.2 15.417d 
1941 :663.0 263.8 98.4 103.1 93.9 412.3 31.2 191.5 23.5 15.8 19.9 18.4 
1942 :1017.4 388.7 l44~8 154.6 113.2 493.0 32.,4 228.2 30.0 19.0 27.5 22.9 
1943 :1.445,3 : 696.2 160.0 ' 238.3 129.8 682.9 30.3 285.3 37.1 24.5 32.6 28.6 
1944 :1.365.1 634.9 198.7 227.1 140.2 611.9 34.7 265.0 32.5 24.0 34.0 28.7 
1945 :l5JO .1 695.9 245.0 308.5 132.7 621.4 41.8 345.6 37.7 26.1 33.6 29.5 
1946 :1.480.0 632.1 268.3 268.6 131.4 518.9 41.5 274.2 37.6 28.0 36.2 32.6 

:Recent'Revisions in Egg n.r.d' poultry Sto:tistics 
Estimates of chicken, turkey, and egg production on farms of the United 

States from 1940 to date have been revised for the years. On the basis of in-
formation from the 1944 Census of Agriculture and other information. Revisions ~ 
of egg and turkey production data were very small in most instances being less .. 
than 2 percent. But revisions in the number of chickens raised have been larger, 
,in some cases as much as 10 percent. Comparisons of the previous estimates and I 
latest revisions of some of the important series are in the following table. 
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"Table 7.- Comparisons of previous estimates and latest revisions, 1940-46 

l!XlQS 
: . ;. . Bens and pullets on lrear: Farm production farms Jan. 1 : Per oapita oonsumption . :. Cash reoeipts 
: 

: Previous : Previous 
. . : . 

Latest . Latest Previous . Latest Previous Latest 
: estimate ; estimate : estimate · ; estimate estimate estimate · est1mate estimate · · Mil. doz. Mil. doz. Million Million Number Number Mil. dol. Mil. dol. 

J.940 : 3,298•8 3,307.7 393 393 316 317 465 467 
3.941 : 3,480.4 3,489.6 381 381 311 312 658 663 
1942 : 4,027.6 4,049.6 426 428 311 310 1,005 1,011 
:L943 
1944 
1945 
1946 

4,520.1 4,544.8 488 489 345 346 1,426 1,445 
4,827.4 4,8TI.4 519 524 352 351 1,331 1,365 
4,599.7 4,654.1 469 414 392 397 1,464 1,500 

4,634.3 414 318 1,480 

CHICKENS AND BROIIERS 

: Chiokens raised : 
Broilers : Chicken meat Per capita : Cash reoeipts : CaSh receipts 
produced : produped ;: consumption ~ (chickens) =. ('broilers) ---...... --- -----:---_:_'-_. -:-----:- ----:-----

:Previous: Latest : Previous : latest : Previous : Lat~ :Previous: lat~ : Previous : lat~ :Previous ~ LatelJ_ 
:estimate : est imate :.estimate : estimate :estimate : estimate '.estimate :est:llii8.te 'est1mate'iet1ma.te: estimate :est:l.:dllte 
• : ••••• 0 ,::. ....... ..: ••• ~, : .-. • ': '.. : .: : : : : 

: Million Million Million M1ll1an Mil. lb. Mil. lb. Lb. Lb. Mil. dol.Mil.dol. Mil.dol. Mil.do1. 
: ( dressed wt.) (dressed wt.) ---

1940 : : 617 634 132 143 2,423 2,514 18.0 18.7 190 199 66 72 
1941 : 117 745 172 192 2,642 2,789 19.4 20., 245 264 93 103 
1942 : 795 844 .205. .228 2,988 3,241· ·21.5 23. 346 389 139 155 
1943 ·934 1,001" ' 251 285 3,804 4,135 28.0 30.5 625 696 210 238 
1944 750 832 236 265 3,468 3,879 . 23.6 26.8 542 .. 635 203 227 
1945 821 .. :.9l5 312 346 3,700 ' 4,~70' . '"2"5.3 28.9 581 696 279 309 
1946 740 274 3,568 25.4 632 269 

.'. ..'" ." \~ . 

TUBXEY3·· 

TurkeY'S raised Produotion : Per capita consum~tion Cash receipts 

: Latest Previous : Latest : Previous . 
Latest : : Previous . Previous Latest. 

efltimate : est1mate estimate : estimate ;. estimate : estimate est1ma.te ~ estima·te 
t, ••• .... : .. ' . : . 

Theus. . Thous. Mil. lb. Mil. lb. Lb. Lb. Mil. dol • Mil. dol. 

1940 34,224 34,047 482 479 3.6 3·5 78 78 
1941 33,161 32,902 468 465 3.6 3.5 98 98 
1942 33,110 32,805 496 492 3.7 3·7 145 145 
1943 32,970 32,309 466 457 3.4 3.3 160 160 
1944 36,330 35,616 552 541 3.4 3·3 199 199 
1945 44,991 44,221 677 673 4.3 4.3 245 245 
1946 40,859 687 4.5 268 

N.B. More oomplete data is becan:1ng available regai'\Ung non-civilian takings of poultry produots during the war 
Y'earS~ This will neoessitate further minor revisions of consumption estimates. Final revis10ns will aP:P8ar 1n 
the JulJ 1947 1ssue of ;pe Nat10nal Food S1tuat1on. 
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