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Federal and State tax collections 
from tobacco products in 1954 at near 
2,020 million dollars were 3/4 more 
than cash receipts to growers from 
leaf tobacco. The decline in cigarette 
consumption mainly accounted for 1954 
tobacco taxes dropping 4 percent from 
1953 and 6 percent from the record 
1952 figure. Growers grew and deliv
ered more tobacco in 1954 than in 1953 
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and their cash receipts at about 1, 160 
million dollars were 6 percent more 
than a year earlier. Under existing 
law, the Federal tax of 8 cents per pack 
of 20 cigarettes automatically reverts 
to 7 cents per pack (the pre-November 
1951 rate) on April 1, 1955, but the 
President has recommended that Con
gress extend the 8-cent tax rate for 
another year. 
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STATISTICAL SIJMMARI 

I LIB a 

Unit or 1953 1954 I available 

Item bue 
1 aa per-

period 
1 centage 

I Sept, I OCto Nov. I Dec. Sept, oct. Nov. Dec. sot a year 
1 earlier 

Average prices at auctions I I 
Flue-CU!'ed 1 Cents per lb, 1 51.6 53.4 41.5 33.2 53.1 53.2 5:!,,.0 44.2 1.3.3 
Burley I Cents per lb, I c-1-o-s-e-d 56.0 5.3.5 c-1-o-s-e-d· 52.6 so.6 95 
Maryland scents per lb,, C - 1 - o - s - e - d c - 1 - 0 - 8 - e - d 
Fire-cured tCents per lbo1 c-1-o-s-e-d .32.11 ,34,6 I c-1-o-s-e-d .34.6 .34.2 96 
Dark air-cured (35-.36) ! cents per lb, I C- 1- o.- s-e-d 27o0 I c - 1 - 0 - s - e - d 33.6 125 
Virginia sun-cured (37) tCents per lb.s C - 1 - o - s - e - d 32 0 0 I c-1-o-s-e-d 3lo9 .32 • .3 101 

I 

Parity prices I I I 
Flue-cured 1 cents per lb. 1 52.6 52.4 52.6 $2,6 I 52.7 52.5 52.5 52.5 99 
Burley :Cents per lb. t 51.2 51.1 51.2 $1,4 I 51.1 5o.6 so.6 so.6 99 
Maryland scents per lb.a 55.4 55.2 55.4 55.6 ' 5.3o5 53.3 53.3 53o.3 96 
Fire-cured I cents per lbo t .34.1 3.3o9 .34.1 .34.2 ' .34.4 .34 • .3 .34.3 .34-3 100 
Dark air-cured (35-36) • Cents per lb, s 29.9 29.6 29.9 ,30,0 ' 29.1 29.0 29.0 29.0 97 
Virginia sun-cured (37) :cents per lb.t 35.2 35.1 35.2 35 • .3 ' .34.2 .34.0 .34.0 ,34.0 96 

I ' Parity index !/ 1910-14•100 I 277 276 277 276 I 280 279 279 279 100 
I 

Tax-paid removals I 
Cigarettes, Slllall Billion 33.6 .3~&6 ~~~ 2Ld: 32.0 ,3],.6 ~7l 2~~6 ~~ Cigars, large Million 519 503 ~01 
Chewing and smoking Mil. lbo : 14.6 15.9 1.3.1 11.4 15.1 .2 13. u.s 101 
Snuff Mil. lb, 3.3 3.3 3.1 3.4 3.4 3.1 3.2 3ol 91 

AcCUIIIUlatsd frOl!l Jan, 1 
Cigarettes, small Billion 292 327 351 366 281 .312 .342 369 96 
Cigars, large Million 4,266 4,626 5,373 5,817 4,190 4,691 5,265 5,691 98 
Chewing and Doking Mil. lb. 125 lLl 154 165 121 135 149 161 96 
Snuff Mil. lb. I 29 32 35 39 29 .32 35 39 100 

Tax-free removals 
75 Cigarettes, maall Billion 4 3 4 4 3 2 3 3 

Cigars, large Ml.lllon 8 6 7 12 6 8 a 7 58 
Chewing and l!llloking Mil. lb, .6 • .3 .3 .4 .3 .s .4 .4 100 

AcCUIIIUlated fran Jan, 1 
Cigarettes, l!lllall Billion 27 .30 3.3 .37 25 27 .30 33 69 
Cigars, large Ml.lllon 65 71 78 90 66 74 82 90 100 
Cbewing and smoking Mil. lb. t 3.1 3.4 3.7 4.1 .3o5 4.0 4.4 4.8 117 

I 

Disposable personal mcoae.3' 1 Bil. dolo 251.2 251.2 253.2 255.9 102 
I 

Index of industrial I 
126' 124 126 129 1.30 103 production (revised) if I 194 7 •49•100 1 133 132 129 

' 62.1 62.1 61.7 60.7 100 Employment Million 62.3 62.2 01.9 60.8' 
tabor force eaplo.yod Percent 98.0 96.2 97o7 97.01 95.2 95.6 95.5 95o5 96 

' Exports (tar~~-sales vt.) 
56.5 54.1 68 • .3: 46.4 102.5 57.8 .37.6 55 Flue-cured Mil. lb. 71.3 

Burley Mil. lb. I 1.4 2,0 1.3 4.21 1.3 2.3 2.3 1.6 43 
Maryland Mil. lb. I .9 .7 .9 .3, 1.4 .1 1,0 1.1 367 
Fire-cured Milo lb, I 2.4 2.5 2 • .3 3.2, 1,0 3.1 3.1 1.8 56 
Dark air-cured Mil. lb. .6 .a .3 .91 .4 1.1 .6 .8 69 
Cigar I Mil. lb. .. s .6 .7 .71 o7 .4 .a .6 66 

Accumulated frOl!l begin- 1 I 
n1ng of aarketillg yr. !¥ 1 

178.5 
I 

195.5 253.4 29lol 97 Flue-cured Milo lbo I 122.0 232.6 300.91 93.0 
Burley Mil. lb. I 28.9 2.0 3o3 7.41 .34.6 2.3 4.6 6.4 66 
Maryland Milo lbo I 7.8 .7 1.6 1.91 8,o ·1 1.8 2.9 153 
Fire-cured Mil. lb. I 29.2 2.5 4.8 a.o1 28 • .3 .3.1 6.2 8.0 100 
Dark air-cured Mil. lb. I 6.6 .a 1.1 1.91 7ol 1.1 1.7 2.4 126 
Cigar filler and binder Mil. lb. 4.5 o3 .s .91 2 • .3 .2 .4 .7 78 
Cigar wrapper Mil, lb, 1,0 1 • .3 1.7 2.1, 1.1 1.3 1.9 2.2- lOS 

General imports, all 
926 813 849 907: 781 764 8.39 942 104 commodities Milo dolo 

AcCumulated troo Jan, 1 Mil. dol. 8,304 9,118 9,967 10,8731 7,663 8,426 9,265 10,207 94 
Sterling Sl"Sa gold and 
dollar reserves 2/ Mil. dol. I 2,486 2,520 2,561 2,518: 2,901 2,936 2,925 2,762 110 

' Stocks of domestic types I 
1! 1955 (farm-sales weight) §/ Jan. lz 19541 Jan, 

106 Flue-cured Mil. lb. I 2,240 2,4ll, 2,267 2,$$3 
Burley Mil. lb. I 1,163 1,.3081 1,198 1,437 110 
Maryland Mil. lb. I 73 651 77 68 105 
Fireqcured Mil. lb. I 146 135, 1.34 124 92 
Dark air-cured Mil. lb. I 78 751 76 84 112 
Cigar, filler Milo lb, 194 l67t 179 158 95 
Cigar, binder Milo lbo 124 126, 120 117 93 
Cigar, napper Milo lbo I 22 26, 22 26 100 

I I 

1/ Prices paid, interest, taxal9, and tam wage rates, 2/ Annual rate, aeaaonally adJusted. 3/ AdJusted for seaaonal variatiOll• 
Til July 1 for nne-cured and cigar wrapper and October I tor other types, 5/ Held in tondon.- 6/ Dealers• and IWlufacturers• bold·· 
Inga in United States and Pllerto Rico on first dq of quarter. - -



TS-71 - 3 -

--------------------THE TOBACCO S!Ttl~-TION 

--------------------
Approved by the outle>vk and Situation Board, Harch L~, 1955 

----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ---~- ~-----. 
- . 

CONTEI\ITS 
Page 

S Ull'llTl.ary • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 3- 4 
Tobacco products •••••••• 5-13 

Cigarettes • • .. .. .. • • • • • 5- 8 
Cigars • " .............. Q 8 .. 11 
Consumption per capita • 9 
Smoking •·•••••••••••••• 11 
Survey of smoking ~·•••• 11-12 

British tobacco situa-;:.ion • e u 

Imports and stocks in u. s~ •• 
outlook & situation--leaf tob" 

Chewing o···········•·•• 12-13 
Snuff • . . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 13 

. Exports of U. Sa . toba::!~() 13-19 
; Exports 1934-38,1939~1954 17 

Flue· cured, t·ypes 1::..-14 •••• • 
Burley, type 31 ~···••••••••) 

,Maryland, type 32 o····~··••a 
Fire-cured, types 21·23 ~··Q• 
Dark air-cured and s~~-cured 3 

types 3$-37 •. ·~ ._ •. · •• ~ ••• e.~ 
Cigar. types 4l~62 •.••...••• 
Table~--Acres 3 mfr(h' profits 

32-34: 
34-38: 
39-40; . -· ---- ----- ----- ----

SUMMARY 

Manufacture of tobacco products in the United States is expected 
to absorb approxL~ately the same quantities of leaf during the 1954-55 
marketing year as in 1953-54~ Exports of unrr~ufactured tobacco in 
1954-55 probably will exceed those in 1953-54 by 5 percent or more. 

In the 19$5 calendar year, cigarette consumption is expected to 

~ 

be fairly near the level of 19.54 with king size and filter tip cigarettes 
likely to gain a greater share of the market. Total output of cigarettes 
in 19$4 was 402 billion--5 percent lower than in 1953 Gnd nearly 8 percent 
below the record 1952 levela Tax data fer many States indicate that the 
reduction in cigarette consumption from the last half of 19$3 to the last 

- half of 19.54 was widespreadQ Probably contributing to the moderate 
declL~e in the last 2 years were the higher prices~ publicity concsrning 
cigarettes and health, and possibly a reduction in the number of cigarettes 
smoked daily by those who switched from regular to king size. Also, in 

_1954 income in some are~q was lower than in 19.53, though for the ~ountry 
· as a 'Whole, per capita disposable income (adjusted for price changes) in 
1954 averaged less than 1 percent below 1953g 

; 

The number of cigars and quantity of smoking tobacco manufactured 
· in 1955 are expected to be about the same as in 1954. Cigar output 

. (including Puerto Rico) totaled a little over 6 billion in 1954--1 1/2 per-
- cent less than in 19$3 but up a little from 1952,. smoking tobacco output 
at nearly 84 million po~~ds was 3 percent below 1953 and 13 1/2 percent 
below 1952. During the last half of 19.54, ho~vever, smoking tobacco out
put ran slightly higher than during the same period of 1953. 
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0-:1.tput CJ£ chewing tooacco in 1955 see1iS likel.? to continue the 
gradual l~ngtime downward trend. output of last year was 81 million 
pounds, 2 percent below 1953 and 4 percent below 19~2. Snuff output and 
~onsumption are expected to continue stable. Cl~se to 38 1/2 million 
pounds were manufactured _in both 19?3 and 1954& 

Supplies of flue ... cured and Burley for 1951+-55, at 3,249 and 1,86,3 mil •. 
lion,pounds, are 4 and 8 percent larger than for 1953-54. Supplies of 
Burley are especially large, mainly due to the record 1954 crop, The 
1954-55 supplies of Maryland tobacco, the dark air-cur~d. ~yp~s, anq the 
shade-grown cigar wrapper are larger than for 1953-54 but those of the 
cigar filler and cigar binder types are smaller.. The total supply of 
fire-cured tobacco is approximately the same as for 1953~5,4. The market ... 
ing year ends June 30 for flue-cured and cigar wrapper tobacco and 
September 30 for all other types. 

The great bulk of the 1954 tobacco crop.has been marketed with the 
e_xce;ption of M~ryland tobacco, which is usually .marketed in the spring and 
summer of the year after it is produced. -The 1954 flue-cured crop brought 
an average of 52~7 cents per pound--practically the same as for 1953-
although there were some significant differences for individual belts. 
The very large 1954 Burley crop averaged near 49~6 cents per pound~-5 per
cent less than the previous season. A record proportion (about one-t.hird) 
of the Burley deliveries went into Government loan stocks under the price 
support program. Prices of Kentucky-Tennessee fire-cured and dark air-cured 
tobacco averaged higher than in the 1953 season when these crops contained 
much poor quality leaf~ 

Acreage allotments for 1955 are smaller tha~ for 1954 for flue-cured, 
Burley, fire-cured, and dark air-cured tobaccoQ Tobacco subcommittees of 
the Senate and House Agriculture Committees are holding hearings to consider 
mainly the oversupply of Burley and possible changes that may be needed 
in legislation. For the cigar filler and binder (types 42-44 and 51-5$), 
acreage allotted is a little more than in 1954. Acreage allotments are 
not in effect on other types. 

The·1955 Government price support for flue-cured, Burley, and the 
cigar filler and binder (types 42-44 and 51-55) will be 90 percent of the 
applicable parity prices. As provided by law, the 1955 price supports for 
fire-cured will be calculated at 75 percent and for dark air-cured and 
sun-cured, at 66 2/3 percent of the Burley support level. Price supports 
are not in effect on any other types except Puerto Rican, for which the 
support price will be announced in october, 

calendar l955 exports of unmanufactured tobacco proo.ably will exceed 
last year's total of 452 million pounds which was valued at )03 millio~ 
dollars. ThE? 1~54 volume was'13 percent lower than the 1953 figure whJ.cb 
was bo_osted by shipments deferred from 1952, T,he 1955 exports of tobacco 
w:Lll be ,assistec:l by <>~rations under Public Law ~480, which provid~s for 
acceptance of £oreig~ currencies for surplus .commodities sold Jn exce.ss 
o:f usual marketings • : Flti.e'-ciired t,obaoco .produc-tion in canada and. _southern 
Rhodesia in 1954 set new records and is offering increasing competition 
in markets abroada 
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TOBACCO PRODUCTS 

oyarettes 

Cigarette output at 402 billion in 1954 was ) percent lower than 
in 1953 and nearly ,j percent below the record 1952 level. Domestic con
sumption, as indicated by tax-paid removals, e,ccounted for almost 92 per
c~nt of the output. The remaining 8 percent was in the tax-free cate
gory which went mainly to overseas forces and as commercial axports to 
foreign countries. The 1954 domestic consumption at 369 billio~ was 

. 4.7 percent lower than in 1953 and the tax-free category at 33 billion 
declined 10.3 percent. Private estimates indicate that over 28 percent 
of the domestically consumed cigarettes were king size, non-filter tips-
~n increa$e of.45 percent since 1952. Also, these estimates indicated 
~pat filte~ tip cigarettes (both regular and king size) accounted for 
ab~ut 10 percent of the total domestic consumption--about seven times 
as· many as in 1952. 

1/ As indicated by t~-paid removals. 2/ In addition to exports, tax
free removals include principally shipments to forces overseas, to 
United States possessions, and ships' stores. 

:·, Compiled from -reports of the United States Treasury and Commerce Depart
,· ments. 
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Cigarette consumption in this country was at a peak in the last, 
half of 1952 and has declined since., The ddcrease in pounds of tobacc\"1 
was smaller b$cause of the increased p:t'flpl'"•rt,ion of cigarettet~ thd ~,.,ra:ro 
extra l~ngth cr king size, Kin.g wi:zeJ non~.f'ilter tip oigar~ttos requir<~ 
p:t'Obably 17 percent more tobacco than regular size~ The king size, 
filter tip cigarettes apparently t.ake about the same quantity of tobacco 
as the regular size() Therefore, the increased. nu..ilber of king size, 
filter tip cigarettes produced in 1954 did not require any more tobacco 
than an equal number of regular size., There may be some tendency to 
smoke fewer of ·the extra length cigarettes per day them the regu:l.ar sizes 

During' the first quarter of 1953 ( at''1d perhaps, to some extent, 
in late 1952), tax-paj_d removals were larger tha..'1 normal ~::ince distributors 
vJere expecting the price. increase which was announced by major companies 
in late February. On the average, the increase at the retail level was 
1 cent per pack~ The stocking-up in the first quarter of 1953 and the 
consequent smaller removals in the second quarter of 19)3 lessen the 
validity of comparisons with data for these periods .in other years~ 

The number of cigarettes cons'-'lned during the second half of 1954 
dropped 4o7 percent below the same period of 1953 and was 9~5 percent 
below the peak second half of 1952~ In l954 prices for most brands were 
similar to those in the second half of :'.953 bl-ct above th~;ae of 19.52 ~ 
However, smokers switching to some king size brands and all filter tips 
paid more per pack tha:-1 the prices of r~Sgular sized cigarettes. In some 
areas, advances in State or local tax rates increased tt.e rei;ai.l pr:i.ce~ 
For the country as a 11hole, per capita di3posa.ble ineome (adjusted for 
price changes) averaged 0.8 percent low8r in ~9)h than in 1953 but 
2.2 percent highe:::- than in 1952s 

Tax data for the cigarette ta.'Cing Sta:tes indicate that the drop 
in cigarette consumption from the seccnd half of 19.53 to the second half 
of 1954 was widespread~ 'Ont of 41 taxing States and the District of 
Columbia, 38 showed declines ranging mostly between 2 and 6 percent. The 
considerable publicity c.oncerning cigar-ette smoking and health during 
the recent year or t.wo is believed to haye been partly responsible for the 
lower cigarette consumption. In the United Kingdom and Canada, however, 
cigarette consumption in most of 1954 was greater than in 1953~ 

The changing age distribution of the population also is affecting 
cigarette consumption,. The population 15 years and over is increasing 
about 1 percent per year but most of the increase j_s in the teen-age 
brackets and in the 45 years and over groupQ Cigarette smoking probably 
tends to be lighter ~dthin these age groups than for those between 
20-44 yea~s of age. According to census projections, the number in the 
20-44-age group will change very little: in the next few years~ 

For 1955, cigarette consumption seems likely to be fairly near the 
level of 1954~ The filter tip and king size categories probably will gain 
an ever greater share of the market~ Employment and incomes are expected 
to be at favorable levelse Proposals for new cigarette te~es or advances 
in existing rates in some States wouldJ if enacted, raise retail prices 
~ those areas~ The President has recommended that Congress extend the 
8-cer~ tax per pack on cigarettes for another year instead of permitting 
it to re-vert to 7 cents on April 1, 1955., as provided by existing lawa 
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Exports of cigarettes in 1954 totaled 15.4 billion with a value 
~f 57 million dollars. The volume was 5 percent lower than in 1953 and 
the second smallest since 1945. 

Table 2.~ Cigarette exports from, the United States, average 1947-51, 
annual 1952-54, with percentages _' ___ 

I 1954 as Average 1953 1954 Country 
1947-51 1952 y y percentage 

of 1953 
--- Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Pet. 

Venezuela 984 1,570 1,411 1,541 109 
Tangier and French 

Morocco 1,207 2,271 2,036 1,504 74 
Belguim 1,152 814 958 848 89 
Hong Kong 1,104 710 948 721 76 
Sweden 640 654 838 690 82 
Panama and Canal Zone 648 817 833 684 82 
France 215 852 692 630 91 
Netherlands Antilles 1,002 846 743 544 73 
Columbia 324 261 316 530 168 
Philippine Republic 6,276 693 435 503 116 

Other countries gj 6)107 6,864 7,039 7,233 103 

Total all countries 19,659 16,352 16,249 15,428 -w--
• • 

J) Preliminary. g/ Includes approximately 90 foreign destinations. 

Compiled from publications and records of the United States Department of 
Commerce. 

Cigars 

In 1954 the total output of cigars from domestic factories and 
bonded manufacturing warehouses plus those shipped to the United States 
from Puerto Rico totaled around 6,065 million--about li percent less than 
in 1953 but nearly 1 percff ·J.t above 1952. The 1954 quantity from Puerto 
Rico was four to five times that of a year earlier and came mainly from 
the new plant there that only began sizable shipments in late 1953· Im
ports of cigars totaled 16.2 million--3.6 percent lower than in 1953· 
Fewer came in from Cuba, the major source of imports, but more were im
ported from the Philippine Republic. 

The great bulk of domestically produced cigars are consumed in 
this country. The tax-free category--90 million--were mostly shipped to 
overseas forces and exported commercially. 
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Table 3~- Tobacco products: consumption per _capita 15 years and over 
· in the __ United States and by overseas forces, 1920-54 

: -. •· 2 : : : Smoking, z Total 
ye~-; : Cigarett~s :.:-,.Cigars :Cigarettes: Cigars : chewing, : tobaccQII 

· : : : ]j y Y : and snuff : products 

---- -~--= -- -~-- --:----- ~--::-..... : - 2/ : _,2-"'/-:--_ 
Number Number Pounds Pounds Pounds PoUnds 

611 
681 
707 

1920 
1921 
1922 
1923 
1924 
1925 
1926 

I 836 
2 901 
:•. 996 

·.l927 
:1928 
'1929 

I· ;1.,093 
:-. ·1,174 

1,255 
: 1~381 
t 

1930 t 

1931 : 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935"' 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 

1940 
1941 : 
1942 
.1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 
.].947 : 
1948 
1949 

... 1950 
1951 
1952 : 
1953 3/: 
1954 "!/: -

1,365 
1,287 
1,147 
1,230 
1,368 
1,442 
1,618 
1,704 
1,687 
1,754 

1,824 
2,065 
2,393 
2,74.5 
2;831 
3,222 
3,230 
3,202 
3,292 
3,274 

3,320 
3,527 
3,661 
3,.560 
3,370 

117.2 
94.0 
96.1 
96.4 
89.0 
86.7 
85.2 
82.9 
80.6 
19.9 

71.6 
64.3 
52.4 
50.8 
53.0 
53.6 
57.3 
57.8 
55.5 
55.9 

56.3 
58.8 
56.6 
52.4 
"49.2 
52,2 
56.1 
52.3 
53.0 
50e~6 

50.1 
51~3 
53e2 
53o5 
52.6 

1.89 
2.07 
2.14 
2.51 
2.69 
2.96 
3.17 
3.42 
3a58 
3.91 

3.84 
3.63 
3.21 
3.49 
3.94 
4.11 
4.61 
4.81 
4.76 
4.95 

5$16 
5.95 
7.01 
7s99 
8.04 
9.15 
9.24 
9.16 
9.35 
9.33 . 

9.36 
9.98 

10.41 
10.45 

9.93 

2e45 
2,00 
2.16 
2.21 
2.06 
1.99 
1'!99 
1 "93 
1!91 
1 .. 86 

1.67 
1.53 
1.24 
1.23 
1.29 
1.30 
1.40 
1.40 
1.31 
1.32 

1.36 
1.42 
1.41 
1,28 
1.22 
1.26 
1.37 
1.29 
1.)1 
1.16 

1.18 
1.19 
1.26 
1.26 
1.24 

4.33 
4()14 
4.28 
4.26 
4.06 
4.03 
).87 
)o61 
3.44 
3.44 

3e34 
3~29 
3e19 
).07 
).11 
2,80 
2.81 
2.74 
2.68 
2.56 

2.60 
2.41 
2.27 
2.19 
1.96 
2.05 
1.59 
1.50 
1,46 
1.44 

1.42 
1.31 
1.25 
1.18 
1.14 

·,. 

1/ Weighing more than 3 pounds per 1 1 000 including cigarill.<?S. 
'-I Unstemmed-processing weight. · · 
11 Preliminary. 

8.67 
8.21 
8.58 
8.98 
8.81 
8.98 
9 .. 03 
8.96 
8.93 
9.21 

8.85 
8·.45 
7'.64 
7.79 
8.34 
8.21 
8.82 
6.95 
8.75 
8.-83 

9.12 
9.78 

10.69 
11.46 
11.22 
12.46 
12.20 
11.95 
12.12 
11.93 

11.96 
12.48 
12.92 
12.69 
12.31 

Note: Data are not available to adjust for quantities lost, destrqyed, 
ba'ri'Erred, etc.~ under war and postwar conditions but such adjustments 
probably would be small in relation to totals. ·I . ·· · 
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Table 4.- Cig~rs !/: Output and domestic con::;umption fo1· specified periods 

Bonded : 
manu- : Imports 

From 
Domestic 

factories : facturing: 
ware- : for consumption 

. Puerto 
:Rico: Tax
;paid with-Period B.ciuses : 

:• 

---
Total Total ;Tax-paid:Tax-free: Tax-paid: 

output . ; removals: removals: removals: ---- -.:.-~ --.~-Mil. Mil. Mil . Mil. Mil . 
Average: 

1935-39 
1940-44 

1945 
l91J.6 
1947 
1948 
1949 

1950 '· 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 

July
Dec. 1953 
July
Dec. 1954 

.-
5,015. 5,060 
5,450 ,,, 5,282 

5,275 ·;· 
5,618 
5,488 
5,645 
5,453. 

5,399 
5' 594 •, '. 
5 ,825. 0 

5,945 
5,818 

2,945 

2, 914 . 

4,774 469 
5,621 26 
5,46o 41 
5,588 38 
5,399- 46 

5,365 
5,518 
5,752 
5,817 s; 691 · 

3,012 

2,966 

... 
'47 
85 

- 101 
'90 

90 

52 

41 

. 66 
105 

, ·L 82 

125 
124 
140 
142 

'158 
~71 
J:84 

2/ 200 
g/ 200 

192.4 
93.7 

·6o.o 
22;2 
12.5 
ll.8 
l0.9 

11.9 
14.3 
14 .. 6 
16:.8 
1.6.2 

< 9.9 

.·· 9·9 

From :----: drawals 
Philip-: From :in United 
pines : Cuba States 
Mil. Mil. Mil.--

0 
2.0 
3·2 
1.4 

.6 

-.7 
1.3. 
l·:g 
2'.g 
3.6' 

1.5 

3.0 
15.3 

59.8 
20.1 
9.1 

10.3 
10.2 

11.1 
13.0 
12.5 
13.4 
12.3 

8.0 

27.4 
11.6 

85.3 
.77.8 

6.2 
5.0 

. 4.6 

·1 
.7 

1.9 
. 9.9 

?:.1 47.0 

8.2 

7.7 '?:../ 25.0 

1/ Weighing over 3: pounds pe1:' 1) 000 ~~~ including cigarillos. ?:,/ Estimated. 
1,/ Not available . · : · · 

Basic data but no{ estimates• compiled f!'~m reports .of the Internal Revenue Service 
and the uUi ted ste:tes Depa:rtment. of C'OBllller,<;e. . ~ : 

.) ' 

Cigar consumption in 1955 seems likely to continue at least at the 
6-bi1lion level. Income and employment are expected to continue at favor
ab'J,~ levels._ 

' ( 

For 1954, indications are th~t sales of cigars in the most popular 
price group (' 8.1 to 1~·.o cents each) declined _about 3 pert:ent from 1953 
while those in the second most popular group (4.1 to 6.0 cents each) 
gained about 1~ percent. These two price classes accounted for about 
42 and 3H·percent of all ·cigars· sold·in 1~54. In the intermediate price 
group (6.1 to 8.0 cents), which comprises about 10 percent of total cigars, 
the number declined around 9 percent from 1953 to 1954. The number of 
h~gher-priced c~gars.(over 15 c~nt~), accounting for more than 6 percent 
of the_. totiu, was appro)d.mately>the ... se,n.le, in .. 1954 . as ... in. 1953 .. The low
priced cigars (4 cents and less}, accounting for the· remaini~g 4 percent, 
gained a little. - · 
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Manufacturers' prices as indicated by the Bureau of Labor Statistics 
indexes were stable during 195.4. There was a slight advance in" low"
priced cigars :!.n mid-1954 QNJ.t- the "popular"-, "medium"-, and "high"-priced 
categories were unchanged.r. · In mid-1953, manufacturers' prices for the 
"medium" group rose nearly- 2 percent and for the "high" -priced group 
about 1 percent. There has been no change in prices for the "popular"
priced group since the 2.6 percent increase early in the last half of 
1952. ' 

The 1954 commercial exports of cigars totaled about Bt million 
with a value·of $386,000. The number exported was 30 percent higher than 
in 1953 and the most since 1948. 

Smoking Tobacco 

The 1954 output of smoking tobaccq, primarily for pipes and "roll
your-own" cigarettes, was nearly 84 million pounds--3 percent less than 
in 1953 and 13~ percent lower than 1952. All of the drop in smoking to
bacco manufacture from 1953 occurred duri~ the •first half of 1954. In 
the·. last half, output was 1 1/3 percent higher than in the same period 
of 1953. In 1955, the output of smoking tobacco is expected to be about 
as large as in 1954. Smoking tobacco for pipes probably will be as much 
as or more than in 1954 but smoking tobacco for "roll-your-own" cigarettes 
seems likely to continue to ~ecline. Tax collections on cigarette papers 
for "roll-your-own" cigarettFt_s for January-November 1954 indicated a 
decline of about 4 percent from a year earlier and 8 percent from 2 years 
earlier. Current data on tax free c~garette ~apers are not available. 
(Cigarette papers distributed in packets of 25 or less are tax-free.) 

Manufacturers' prices of smoking tobacco have fluctuated only 
.. ' , ~ .L 

1 or 2 percent in the last 4 years. Prices paid by farmers for· ·smoking, 
tobacco also showed little change in the last 3 or 4 years. . ·.· 

Exports of packaged smoking tobacco in 1954 totaled about 572,000 
pounds at a declared value of $624,000. The ~uantity exported was 10 per

, cent lower than in 1953· 

Exports of smoking tobacco in bulk totaled about 4,645,000 pounds 
at a declared value of $3,357,000. The volume was only slightly less 
than the record 1953 total. Included in the bulk smoking tobacco classi
fication are cigarette tobacco (especially prepared), cut or granulated 
tobacco, partially processed blended tobacco, and shredded tobacco. 
Spain was the leading outlet, taking 38 percent more than in 1953. Much 
less went to the Philippines and Mexico than a year earlier but more went 
to Australia. Other sizable outlets were Bolivia, Haiti, Dominican 
Republic, and Panama. 

rn§~vey of s·moking 
JiLt.-'', - \(.if! 1. W':_, . .• . ;,, ' 

,', ~· l~l: I~t.Febfu~y the Census Bureau conducted ·a,::speic'ial survey of '-~he 
I smoking h~bit·s -•e.f; the ... population for the United 'States Public Health Ser

vice. This was dfone by using a ,supplemental fol-m in connection ~i~h the 
'."' . '' J ' ~·-·: ~ .' 

J, 
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regular montbly!;tc~ren\~i~~d~uiat'!bn survey ·t~~;e· ga'the.rs data on· 'th~ labor 
force, employment, unemplo~nent and other information. The smoking sur
vey will provide data on the extent to which various subgroups in the 
population now smoke or have previously smoked cigarettes, oigars, or 
pipes. Questions are included on the rates of smoking. The tabulated 
data will provide much information not heretofore available on smoking 
according to sex, age groups, occupation, and other characteristics. 

Table 5.- Output of manufactured tobacco in the United States 
for specified periods ... 

----- Chewing 
Period Smoking Plug Twist Fine- Scrap Total Snuff 

cut ' : ---- Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. 
lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. 

Average: 
1935-39 l.95. 3 56.8 6.0 4.8 43.8 111.4 37·3 
l9h0-44 176.2 54.~ 6.0 4.6 47.9 ll3o3 40.7 

194) 168.5 59·7 6.7 4.0 47.7 118.1 43.8 
1946 106.4 51.8 5.8 3.8 46.1 107.5 39.4 
1947 105.7 47.3 5.2 3.8 42.2 98.5 39.2 
1948 107.6 4~.3 5.6 3.2 42.1 96.2 40.8 
1949 108.1 ~.9 5.6 2.8 39.6 89.9 40.9 

1950 107.7 \o. 3 5·5 2.7 39·0 87.5 40.0 
1951 101.3 3!).9 4.6 2.8 39.1 86.4 39·5 
1952 96.8 39.1 4.8 2.8 38.2 84.9. 38.7 
1953 86.3 38.0 4.6 2.8 37.8 83.2 38.6 
1954 83.7 l7·0 4.9 3.0 36.6 ~.5 38.5 

July-Dec. 1953 42.3 l.8.9 ~.2 1.5 19.0 41.6 19.0 
July-Dec. 1954 42.8 18.3 2.4 1.5 18.1 40-3 18.5 . . 

6QiiipileCl frQffi repOrts df ~ tDternal ~evenueService. 
•,f 

Cheving Tobacco 

- The 1954 output of chewing tobacco was .8'1~ million pounds- -2 per.-. ~ 

cent less than 1953 and 4 percent below 1952. The gradual downward 
trend is likely to ee~ue in 1955. Domestic consumption absorbs tne 
great bulk of the output and has been trending downward for many years • 
The 1954 output was 27 perGeDt below the 1935~39 average and 59 percent 
below the 1925-29 averase. P1l.lg chewing and scrap chewin8~ each accout~t
ing .fql" about ;~5 perc~nt of the. 1t~, deoline4,. ~,<>;'¥ld 3 perce~t from 

. 1953 :t<;> 1954. ·Twist :(6 percent ·df. the total) and fine-cut (nearly 4 p~r
cant, :of the total) were up 6 arid ·5 'percent troro 1953. 
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According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics index, manufacturers 1 

.Prices of· :plug chewing tobacco have been constant for several years. 

Tbe 1954 commercial exports of chewing tobacco totaled about 
2,118,ooo pounds with a declared value of $117081000. The quantity ex
ported was 30 percent gr·eater than in 1953, Chevriog tobacco exports con
sist ms.inly of ti·Tist and· ::;>lug. Australia and the Phili.pp!ne Republic, 
the leading outlets, both took more in 1954 than a year earlier. The 
Panama Canal Zone and the French Pacific Islands were other outlets of 
some significance, 

Snuff 

The 1954 output of snuff was 38 1/2 million po~nds--almost even 
with 1953. EA~orts of snuff are neg~!gible and practically the entire 
output is consumed in this couutry. Constuuption in 1955 is expected to 
hold near the level of the last 2 or 3.years •. Annual production of snuff 
has edged downward from the :postwar pe&k :i.n 19!:-9 of 40. 9 million pounds • 
By 1953 it had drqpped 5.6 ,percer1t to 38.6 million pounds. The main 
areas where snuff is consumed are in the South and certain areas of the 
Northwest. · 

Manufacturers' :prices of snuff, as indicated by the .BL9 _index~ 
have been unchanged for over 4 years, 

EXPORTS OF UNMA..1UFACTURED TOBACCO FROl•1 THE 'l'NITED STATES !/ 
Exports of tobacco in 1955 are expected to be as large as and prob

ably larger than in 1954. Total e~orts of unmanu~actured tobacco in 1954 
were 452 million pounds valued at 303 ~illion dollars compared with nearly 
519 million pounds valued at 341 milliQn dollars in 1953. The drop from 
1953 to 1954 was more than was ex;ecteq earlier. Volume declined 13 
percent and total value, 11 percc~t. The average declared value per pound 
in 1954 was 67.0 cents--co~pared with 65.7 cents in 1953. The calendar 
1953 exports were high and tue 1952 ~xports were low because a subs~antial 
shipment of flue-cured to Bri~ain that norme>.lly would have occurred '.in the 
last half of 1952 was postponed until the fir~t half cf 1953. · 

In 1954 flue-cured composed 83 percent of the total unmanufactured 
tobacco exports and Burley and Ke~tucky-Tennessee fire-cured accounted 
for 6 l/2 and 4 3/5 percent, respectively. Flue-cured ex}>Vr'ts w~r.e 
~ !)e;roent l6wer 'tt\S...'l 1r.r 1953 bnt 2ut.t?l aud KentuQky-Tennl~-Gs·e¢ .fir~ured 
1ncreased l'? and 7 percent. The 1954 exports a£ Maryland tobacco~·:areen 
River, and Black Fat (a semiproceseed'form of dark tobacco) were ierger 

· than in 1953 but there were declines for Virginia fire-cured, One Sucker, 
'cigar ura:pper, cigar binder, end cigar·fillE!r. 

· ·· ?:./ Quantities· of tobac-eo in this sect·ion are· stated in terms of export 
Weight, which is less than the e~uivalent £arm-sales wei~ht. 
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Table 6.- United St~tes exports' ·of unmanufactured""' tobacco, to ·principal 
importing countries, by types, for specified periods 

--------- ___ ...,;(D,_e_clared wei~~t"""Y _____ --=--=--= ---:----
July-December 

Country 
and 
type. 

. . . . . 
:Average: 1952 
:1947-51: 

. .. ·, . . 
. . 

1953: 
1/ 1954 : 1953 

}:./ . : ' '.' 1/ 

: :.._,..19 __ 5_,..4_a_s 
1954 

1/ 
:percent

age of 
---- ---- -----...,..--=-- --"""--- -::---'--:~ ~: ·--=-=-=-=-- ._. __ ....;._. 195 3 

Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. · Mil. 
Th. Th. Th. Th. Th. Th. Pet. 

Fl-;.1e-cured 
Burley 
Maryland 
Va. SU.."l-cured 
Va. fire-cured 
Ky. & Tenn. fl 

One -Sucker 
Green River 
Black Fat, etc . 
Cigar wrapper, ·. 
Cigar binder 
Cigar filler 
Perique 
Stems, trimmings 

and scrap 
· Total 

Country of 
destination: 

388.1 
32.9 
1·3 

6.0 
24.6 

: ' 3 .1. 
1.7 
4.7 . ) ' . 

' ' 
)9.8 
) 

.1 

. . . 
United Kingdom 177.8 
France : 9.0 
Belgium 22.7 
Netherlands 33·9 
Germany) W. and.. E.: 49.1 
Portugal 8.7 
Denmark 11.1 
Ireland ·17. 7 
Switzerland ~2.7 

Norway· ··: .. ) : " 7.9 
Sweden . v~;" : 12.4 
Italy . .., rt-'1'~: 7. 0 
Hong Kong 5.0 
Australia 20.3 
India-Pakistan 8.1 
New Zealand 5.8 
Philippine Rep. 7. 6 
Indonesia 6.5 
Othe~0~~untries _, .. 4g~: U 

. 

319.3 
27.0 
5.8 

·3 
4.9 

21.8 
'i.5 
2.3 
3.2 
3~1 
2".8 

.8 

.1 

54.7 
6.7 

15.6 
36.2 
79.6 
5.0 
9· 5 

16.4 
10.7 
7.8 

13.0 
2.9 
3·6 

24.0 
5.8 
s.4 

29.7 
13.6 

__2h3_ 
~ 

444.3 
25.0 
8.2 

E. I 
4.3 

19.5 
1.0 
1.8 
3·9 
3·9 
3.1 

.6 

.1 

373·7 
29-~3 
8."7 

' .1 
;'3 ·9 
20.~9 

C!.9 
2.1 
4.5 
3·5 
1.7 

.2 

.1 

267.1 
12;6 
4.8 

E. I 
2.6 
·8.5 

·5 
-.6 
2.3 
1.9 
1.3 

.4 
£:1 

179·7 149.8 "111.1 
4.7 t2.6 2.3 

12.6 12.2 7.8 
38 .1 38 .1 21. J 
71.9 42.3 39·.4 
6.9 7.4 2.0 

i1.8 9·5. 9·3 
17.5 14.1 14.9 
11.9 11.7 6.4 
7.4 7.6 4.3 

10.2 9.6 9·9 
5.6 3·9 .1 
4.1 3·5 L 7• · 

26.7 28.2 20.9 
2.9 3·5 1.4 
5.8 '· .. '6, 6 2.4 

20.9 . ·19;-5 9.1 
13 . 0 10. 3 ' 7 .1 
67.0 61.9 3~.1 

518~7· 452;':J_;d"30 ·5 

lJ Preli-ml-.n-a-ry-.-·~g/-r---L-e-ss-than 50,000 pounds. 

258.2 
12.6 . 
4.9 

.1 
2.3 

ll'oj 
.5 

·1.2 
2.5 
2.0 
1.1.: 

.o 
£:1 

1.5 . 
298.2 

-
97 

100 
102 

. '•; 8tL. 
'llJ3 
100 
200 
109 
105 
85 

79 
98 

133·3' 120. 
9.8 426 
7 ·5 96 

·21.5 101 ' 
16.9 43 

2.8 . . 140 
6;6. ,...__ 71 

11.0 :. 74 
6.7 105 
4.5 105 
9-0 91 

.2 200 
1.9 112 

24.0 115 
1.9 136: 
2.5 104 
-7 .9. T','87 
3·2 45 .. -. -·"'""··· ·-· 82" 27.0 -

-~a· .. n,_.. -, .98 
C..;1 ~~ ... ·~: ' 

!:-.· :_;· -=~--

Compiled from publications and records of the United States Department of 
Commerce. 
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The United Kingdom (accounting for about one-third of total 
tobacco exports) got nearly 17 percent less tobacco iu 1954 than the 
comparatively large 1953 figure. Calendar 1954 exports to Germany, the 
second-ranking outlet, were 41 percent lower than in 1953 and the 
smallest si~ce 1948. Substantial exports of tobacco to Germany are 
expected during the first half of 1955. Netherlands, the third ranking 
outlet, took approximately the same in each of the last 3 years but 
Australia, fourth ranking outlet, took more in 1954 than in any other 
postwar year~ Among other foreign destinations, France) Portugal, 
Switzerland, Norway, India, Pakistan, and New Zealand got more tobacco 
in 1954 than in 1953 but less went to Belgium, Denmark, Ireland, Swe
den, Italy, Philippine Republic, Indonesia, Hong Kong, Japan, and 
Thailand. 

On a marketing year basis, total leaf tobacco exports for 1954-55 
are likely to exceed the 458 million pounds (51? millivn, farm-sales 
weight) for 1953-54 by 5 percent and perhaps more. Gold and dollar re
serves for the United Y.ingdom receded some from the 3-k-year high of 
mid-1954, but at the end of February 1955, were 4 percent above a year 
earlier and substantially above 2 and 3 years ago. German gold and 
dollar reserves rose considerably during 1954. Foreign import restric
tions have been eased by some countries, Industrial production and 
economic cond1 ticns of several major tobacco importing countries continued 
to improve or held stable through most of 1954. The operations under 
Public Law 480-- 11The Agricultural Trade Development and Assistance Act 11 -

are expected to assist tobacco exports in the latter part of the current 
marketing year. This Act passed by the last Congress provides for the 
acceptance of foreign currencies for surplus commodities sold in excess 
of usual marketings. Consumption of cigarettes abroad increased signi
ficantly between 1949 and 1953 and additional gains in 1954 are indicated 
for several countries. 

Increased tobacco production abroad is offering stiffer competi
tion to United States grown leaf. In Southern Rhodesia, the 1954 volume 
of flue-cured sold was 120 million··pounds--14 percent more than in 1953. 
Prices averaged the equivalent of 44~ cents per pound--3l percent less 
than in 1953. The 1955 Southern Rhodesian crop, marketing of which will 
start in late March, has been affected by heavy rains and early esti
mates place it at about 106 million pounds. 

Preliminary trade estimates indicate that the 1954-55 Indian crop 
of Virginia tobacco is about 100 million pounds--9 percent less than for 
1953-54.' 

The 1954 production of tobacco in Canada is estimated at a record 
186 million pounds (about 94 percent flue-cured)--34 percent larger than 
1953. Exports f~m the 1954 crop are expected to be well above the pre
vious year. The Flue-Cured Marketing Association of Ontario (where 
around 97 percent of the flue-cured is grown) agreed to a minimum average 
price of 42-k Canadian cents per pound (exclusive of 2 cents per pound 
paid for sorting and typing). The 1953 minimum was 43 cents per pound 
and actual sales averaged 43.8 cents. 
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE NEG. 442-55 (2) AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE 

Tbe 1954 exports of unmanufactured tobacco from this country 
at 452 million pounds were 13 percent lower thm in 1953. The 1953 
total was boosted to some extent by shipments to Britain that were 
postponed from the last half of 1952 until the first half of 1953. The 
decrease from 1953 to 1954 is largely attributable to the smaller 
quantities going to BritaL"""l and Germany. Exports to other western 

European countries held nearly even but to Far Pacific countries, 
declined. slightly. 

Comparing recent years with prewar, Britain has been taking 
considerably less United States tobacco and China has been elimi
nated as a market but substantially more has been going to Ger
many, other Western Europe, and Far Pacific countries. 

~ 



Cmmtry 

Un~:teG K. 
GenDftllY 
Netherl.anils 
Ireland 
Belgium 

France 
Sw"i. t zer lanil. 
Sweden 
Denmark 
Norway 

Portugal 
Italy 
Spain 
Austria 
Finland 

Table 7-- United States exports or unmanufactUred tooacco to principal 
importing countries, average 1934-38, annual 1939-54 

(Declared wei.g.bt) 

:Average~ 1939: 1940: -194~: 1942=~-~+3: 1944--;--~~:;~---l-9_4_6:-1947: 1948: 1949: 1950: 1951: 1952: 1953 : 1954 
:22J4-38_: ·-- _: __ ,_i._. : _: ..:~,..:.."'_. --~-~-·--:--.···--·~--=-- __ ; __ : : : : : l/ : l[ 

Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. IlfiL Mi.J.. lflil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. 'Mil. 
lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. 

~ 213.9 113.0 59.1 133. 5 171.3 303.7 190--:-i 292-:9 3b4:3 198.0 lb7. 0 167. 3 1-33 .l 223.4 54.7 179.7 149.'5 
12.8 7-0 .o .o .. o .0 .o .0 ' .o 3-0. 26.4 86"8 81.8 47.7 79.6 71-9 42.3 
15.6 27.7 5.2 ·.o .: .o .o "o 4.6 29.4 -· 55.9· 23.4 33.8 32.2 24.3 36.2 38.1 38.1 
7.4 3-0 l.l 3-l 12.3 8.1 9-9 11.8 15.4" 15.) 12.2 25.4 17.6 17.6 16.4 17-5 14.1 

~ 15.5 10.1 4.5 .o .o .o .o 6.1 29.2· · 19.9- 18~o 18;4 27.7 29.6 15.6 12:6 12.2 

~ . 

21.0 
3.8 
7-2 
l~. 6 
4.7 

4.8 
l.l 
5-3 

·3 
l.l 

20.1 
7.0 

10.5 
6.2 
8.0 

5.2 
.6 

1.0 
.0 

1.2 

16.9 
?-9 
2.6 
l-.4 

-9 

4.9 
·1 
.o 
.o 
·9 

.o 
6.1 
2.6 

.0 

.0 

7.2 
.o 
.o 
.0 

2.0 

.o 
3-4 
2.8 

.o 

.o 

7.1 
.o 
.o 
.o 
.o 

.0 
4.-2 
7-3 

.0 

.0 

4.1 
.0 

1.3 
.0 
.0 

.o 
3.8 
9-4 

.o 

.0 

6.0 
.o 
.6 
.o 
.o 

48.2 
7.8 

11.8 
2.1 
6.2 

5-7 
.o 
-7 
.o 
.o 

27-7 
15.8 
12.1 

5-2 
10.9 

10.0 
·3 
.8 
.0 

1.8 

10.2 
10.8 
16.6 
10.1 
6.9 

6.9 
23.3 

.o 

.o 

.6 

-7 
15-3 
11.1 
10.1 
ll.l 

11.8 
4.5 

-5 
4.5 
1.6 

15.8 
10.7 
5.8 

11.6 
7.4 

ll.l 
2.5 

·3 
5-9 
2.2 

8.5 
1.4.4 
13-7 
14~8 
7-7 

7-5 
2.6 

-5 
6.5 
2.2 

10.0 
12.4 
15,0 
9-1 
6.6 

6.0 
2.2 
6.1 
4.1 
3-7 

6.7 
10.7 
13.0 
9-5 
7.8 

5.0 
2.9 

-9 
5.2 
3·5 

4.7 
11.9 
10.2 
11.8 
.7 .4 

6.9 
5.6 
3-7 
3·3 
3-3 

12.6 
11.7 
9.6 
9-5 
7.6 

7.4 
3-9 
2.9 
1.9 
6.0 

Australia ~ 

Philippine R. : 
18.4 
1.2 
2.0 
2.5 
1.6 

22.3 
1.8 

11.4 
2.3 
3-7 
6.2 

ll.3 
1.6 

10.1 
.o 
.1 

2.1 
.0 

32.5 
.0 
.0 

6.4 
.0 

25.0 
.0 
.o 

4.6 
.o 

22.8 
.2 

17-3 
.l 
.4 

6.4 
5.4 

21+.3 
5.1 

3-3 
5-3 
3.2 

19.1 
.2 

1+.4 
4.0 
5.8 

19.6 
l.l 
5.4 
6.2 
6.1 

18.1 
27.1 
7-4 
6.5 
5.2 

20.3 
9-5 

12.2 

24.0 
29-7 
13.6 

26.7 
20.9 
13.0 

28.2 
19.5 
10.3 Indonesia .3../ 

New Zealand 
Hong Kong 

India-Pak. 
Japan 
Thailand !if 
China 
Egypt 

01-.her 
countries 

Total 

2.6 
7-3 
2.9 

48.2 
1.1 

3-7 
4.7 
2.7 

J.8 
!}./ 

2.3 
69.5 
1.7 

4.9 

5.4 
.o 

3·3 
68.5 
3·5 

7-9 
6.4 

14.0 

13.8 
.0 

3-5 
32.4 
4.9 

11.4 
.o 
.o 
.o 

4.1 

8.8 11.1 
.0 .o 
.0 .o 
.0 ' .b 

2.5 . 5-5 

.0 
5-9 
.o 

16.1 10.6 11.4 
.o .o .0 
.0 4.0 1.4 
.. 6 61.8 39.8 

6.7 3.8 3.0 

10.1 
.0 

1.8 
28.4 
1.9 

6.9 
.o 

2.6 
J.2 
6.0 

5-5 
.0 

4.4 
-3 

4.0 

7-l 
4.6 

6.1 
1.9 
6.3 

.0 
3-8 

5.4 
3-6 

5.8 
7.4 
6.1 

.0 
3-2 

5.8 
4.1 

2.9 
9-5 
6.6 

.0 
5.6 

6.6 
3-5 

3-5 
6.7 
4.6 

.0 

5-7 

;~-~ _ _?5.4_ ~o.4 19.~ 12.~ 1~.5 14~- 4o.2· 30.5 37.2_ 32.7 36.1 ~8.3_ 32.5 30.0 35.0 34.J 
; 437-3 358.5 235-7 269.8 237-5 393~280.2 490.4 663.2 507.3 426.6 498.2 477-6 522.1 396.5 518.7 452.3 

Jj frc. 1 i mi n~r y. W Tess than 50,000 pounds. 4, I FnrmPr ly Nether lands Indies~~ Fc:>rmer ly Siam-:- -- ---- -- - - - -- ~ 

~ 
......, 
1-' 

1-' 
-.J 
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The 1954 production of tobacco in Turkey is estimated &t 212 mil
lion pounds--18 percent less than in 1953 but still above any year since 
1949. The 1954 production in Greece, estimated at about 138 million 
pounds, is slightly larger than in 1953 and close to a postwar high. In 
both Turkey and Greece: dry weatner restricted the outturn. 

British Tobacco Situation 

. Almost without exception the United Kingdom has always been the 
first rarucing foreign outlet for United States tobacco. During the last 
3 years, on the average, about 28 percent of the unmanufactured tobacco . 
exported from this country vTent to the United Kingdom compared with 
36t percent in 1947-51 and 49 percent in 1934-38. 

The quantity of tobacco used in manufactures in Britain in 1954 
probably w-as 2 percent more than in 1953. Consumption of tobacco in 
Britain rose 3 or 4 percc:J.t but exports of ·tc·bacco products were down 
7 percent from 1953. Ap:9roximate1y 42 pe:rc<Snt of the tobacco. used came 
.from Commonwealth sources compared ,-rith 4::;_ percent in 1953, 39 percent 
in 1952, and an avera3e of 33 pe~cent in 1949-51. The Jan~ary-October 
1954 gross clearances o:· Uni~ed StaJ~e.:: fh!e- cured (accounting for 48. per
cent of all tobacco) totaled sl:~~:.;h-t1y less t1:9.l:'. j.n the same period of a 
year earlier but gross clee.~e,l:ces -:J ~:c•-<.t::Je:::-·:. :-hcdesia and Canadian flue
cured (accounting for l~ and 9 re:;:·:2e:"Lt) ~-nc::te[;;.sed 5 and 13 percent, 
respect± vely. Gross clearances of flue .. c:rred from Ind:i.a 'ivere practically 
the same in both periods. Flue-cureQ tobacco ~lea~~nces accounted for 
probably over seven-eighths of that for all ty-:tJeS combined. There were 
comparatively small changes in the gross clearances of Nyasaland dark 
fired- and air- and sun-cured tobaccos in JanLary-October 1954 compared 
with January-October 1953. There ,,tas a decliLe in the air- and sun
cured tobaccos from India. For Oriental tobc,cco, there was a slight de
cline in that from Turkey and a sizable relative increase in that from 
Greece. 

British exports of manufactured tobacco in 1954 totaled 41.3 mil
lion pounds of which 93 percent we,s cigarettes. Cigarette exports were 
8 percent below 1953 and 14t percent belo1-r 1952. Exports of other manu
factured tobacco increased nearly 6 percent over 1953 ~Jd nearly 15 per
cent over 1952. Among the leading destinations for exports of British 
manufactured tobacco are Sincapore, Malaya, Australia, West Germany, 
Belgian Congo, Gold C!oast; Hong Ko!lg, Egypt, Anglo-Egyptian Sudan, and 
Aden. Nearly 73 percent of the to-tal exports went to these destj_nations. 
All of the above destinations except Singapore, Hong Kong, and West 
Germany took less in 1954 than j.n 1953. 

In 1954 Britain re-exported 3.8 million pounds of tobacco {almost 
all unmanufactured)--substa.ntially less tha:::. the 8.9 million in 1953and 
11.8 million in 1952. 

Britain imported 312t million pounds of unmanuf~ctured tobacco 
in 1954--only about 3 million less than in 1953. Nearly 160 million 
pounds came from the United States, but this ·was 8 percent less than a 
year earlier, when shipments deferred from 1952 boosted the total. Im
ports from Southern Rhodesia at nearly 63 million pounds were nearly 
10 1-ercent g:ree.+,er than in 19).3, and a l'ecord amo"lmt from that ~ource · 
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Next. ranking source was India with over 36 million pounds--15 percent 
:.,above: 1953, which was the 6-_yea~ lQ' . .r, Imports from Canada in 1954 w·ere 

3 ·percent higher than in 1'953. 'J:'~§ ~bove c;ountries 'ltrere the rnajo;r 
suppliers of flue-cured leaf. lmports of mainly fire- and air-cured from 
Nyasa~and. totaled 14 million po,.mds--over 3 million more than in 1953, 
which.was· an 8-year low. There were also increases in Oriental leaf 
exports from Turkey and Greece but these were smr:-.11 rel:),tive to total 
imports. 

Compiled from Annual Statement of Trade of the United Kingd0m, 1925-48; and 
~aunts Relating to Tra:a:eand NaVigation, 1949-54. 

Stocks of tobacco in the United King~ at the end of November 1954 
totaled 461 million pounds--4t percent larger than a year earlier. This 
is equivalent to about 1.6 year's total use as measured by the approximate 
grose: clear~ces in 1954--a slightly higher ratio than a year earlier. 
More de-tailed data available as of the end of October 1954 indicated that 
stocks ,of United States flue-cu:red at that time totaled 183 mil:t4.on pounds 
(42 per¢~nt of all tobacco) and were 2.6 percent larger than a year ear-
lier. The· October 31, 195~- stocks of flue -cured from Southern Rhodesia, 
India, and'canada were 90, 5~-, and.29 million pounds, reGpectively,-
totaling nearly 179 million. They were a li t·cle. lovrer ·than· a year earlier 
for flue-cured from Southern Rhodesia and Canada but larger for that from 
India. The' o~tob~-:r '31, 1954, ·stocks: -of darl..: fire-cur~d, air- and sun
cured from Nyasaland and-India at nearly 34 million pounds and stocks. of 
Oriental tobacco from Turkey and Greece at 8-;t million pounds were both·· 
larger than a year earlier. 
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UNITED STATES IMPORTS AND STOCKS OF FOl1EIGl-! GROwN TOBACCO gj 

In 195.4 tobacco imports for consumption in the United States totaled 
a 1·ecord 106 million pounds--about 1 million larger than in 1953. The 
total value of the 1954 i~ported leaf was 81~ million dollars--over 2 mil~ 
lion higher than in 1953. 

Cig~rette leaf accounted for nearly three-fourths of the i~ported 
tobacco and the remainder was nearly all cigar tobacco. Cigarette leaf 
imports, at 79.3 million pounds in 1954, were 1.7 pe~cent above 1953 and 
the· second largest on record. The record is 81.4 million pounds in 1951. 
Leaf ~ports·from Tu~key, the major s~pplier 1 were down a little from 
1953, but this was offset mainly by increases in the imports from·Greece 
and Yugoslavia. Cigarette leaf imports from Greece rose 9 percent from 
1953 to 1954 and vrere the largest since 1941. The tobacco imports from 
Yugos~avia, though comparatively small, have increased sharply in the 
last few year~ while that from Syria has been declining. Tne stocks of 
foreign grOiin cigarette and smoking tobacco on January 1, 1955, were a 
record 185 3/4 million pounds--2.7 percent above a year earlier. 

The 1951~ iiD:ports of cigar filler were nearly 5 percent b.elow 1953 
and imports of scrap declined slightly but imports of wr~pper held about 
even. I~orts from Cuba of stemmed filler fell off but unstemmed filler 
increased. Scrap from Cuba rose 9 percent from 1953 to 1954. Cigar 
filler and scrap from the R~public ·of the Philippines fell sharply between 

1953 and 1954. The January 1, 1955, stocks of Cuban tobacco in the United 
States ·totaled near 15 l/2 million pounds--slightly lower than a year 
earlier. The January 1, 1955, stocks of Philippine tobacco at 1 1/2 
million pounds were 17 percent below a year earlier. 

I~orts of wrapper from Cuba increased 13 percent from 1953 to 
1954 but those :from Indonesia were down lO percent. The January 1, 1955' 
holdings of Sumatra and Java tobacco, not including leaf held for sale 
in the Free Trade Zone, were 300,000 pounds--a little ~bove the record 
January low of a year earlier. 

OUTLOOK AND SITUATION FOR TOBACCO LEAF 

Flue-Cured, Types ll-14 

Prices 

The season average price received for the 1954 flue-cured crop as 
a whole was 52.7 cents per pound--very close to the 52.8 cents received 
for the 1953 crop. By individual belts, however, the price averages were 
notably different from 1953. In the Old (type 11-a) and Middle (type ose 
11-b} belt markets, the price averages at 51.9 and 52.3 cents per pound r 

gj I~orts of tobacco for cons~tion are on a declal·ed-weight basis 
and stocks are on an unstemmed-equivalent basis. 
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Table 9,"'! United States :1.mparts fl)r coneu.mpt,i<rn ~f U:.iiaanu.factU:red. tcbacco, 
from principal supplying countries, far specified period~ 

___ _,{._Qe~~-ared weig~·---
r ~ ~ July-December 

Classification • 1954 a • Av~rags ~ : 1953 r 1954 : ~ 5 
and country :194'7-Sl: 1952 1 1 , i J · ; 195.3 : 1954 :percent-
of €lrigin : t ::1 ;!;;! 1/ : :J : age @f 

---- _____ z : , : & """' : 1953 
:Million 11illion 1-'f..illion Hillion Million Million 

C:!.gare·tte leaf 
uns-temmed 
Turkey 
Greece 
Syria 
so.- Rhodesia 
yugoslavia-' 

Total2_/ 

Cigar leaf (filler) 
Cuba 
S tem.."lled 
Unstenuned 

Philippines, Rap. 
Stemmed 
Unstemrned 

Total 2J 
scrap 
~i.ppines, Rep" 

Total 1/ 

:.E_ounds I:Otmds £.£..~ pounds_ pounds pcu!lds Percent 
: 

12.1 
4.4 

9e9 
4.0 

,t; z I .3 2 I 

99 
116 

81 

183 
102 

102 
114 

~r Y y ]/ 
: _____ ----~ __ ....._ __ ----- -------
# 16.8 16o0 14.7 14~0 7.2 7D2 100 

===== ======= ===== 

c 

' Ci~:::;o::ir'r (unst,), ,8 :(\ "' .4 ,2 ,2 109 
Cuba 1 -) ~:3 ~4 .6 ~2 s2 100 

~1'}/ 

Total imports ·y 

:---""--- _..:...:;.... _____ . __ .._..;::;;.__ ___ ;,_.. __ -----
.. "1 1 1 9 9 .J 4 80 ~ ..t,...:.. ~ ,, .. II'!> • --------- ---- ~---------

53o9 102 

---:--- ------:-=----- ----- ----.--- ------ -------3/ Preliminary. y' tess than 50_,000 pounds. 3/ Includes relatively small 
quantities from other countries not separately 1~. ~ Includes tobacce 
stems$ not cut, ground, or pulve-rized, not ~h~"ll eepamteJ.y. ~ 

:. . -

Compiled from publica.ti.oM and reeorda of the United States Department of 
Conn:neree • 
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9.9 and 5.3 cents. This.waa Que to.~uch bett~r quality than in ~953 ~nen 
an unusually large pro,portion ·of tb.e de.l.:[veries wa~ low quality tobacco. 
In the Eastern (type 12) and Border (tJ~c '13) belt markete, the price 
averages at ~4.7 and 51.2 cents per pound were 2.4 and 5.5 cents lower in 
1954 than the record levels of the preceding f!~ason. The long period of 
dry weatheJ:t §.ffected quali·ty and ~lso shar,ply reduced the volume in the 
South Carolina ;aerder belt. In th~ Georgia-Florida (type 14) belt markets, 
the price av@rage at 46.4 cents wa.s 4.7 cents below the record level of 
1953 • Flue-eureq tobacco in the Georgia-Florida JnB.rkets is sold untied 
in contrast to the other belts where it is marketed tied in hands. Poorer 
quality tobacco 'YTas mainly responsible for the drop in average .Price. 

The Government support level for the 1954 crop was 47. 9 cents-·· 
the same as for 1953. The 1955 s~pport level will be 90 percent of the 
applicable parity price. Using the February parity as an illustration, 
the parity price is calculated as follows: 

1. The season average price for flue-cured for the most recent 
10 years (1945-54) is divided by the average of the index 
(1910-14=100) of all prices received by far;mers for the same 
10 calendar years to arrive at an "adjusted base _price," 

~-9.3 . 
2bi = 18.9 cents 

2. The "adjusted base price" is multiplied by'the February 
parity index (the index of ~rices paid by farmers includ
ing interest, taxes, and wase rate's--:1910-14=100). 

18.9 X 283 = 53.5 cents per pound, the February 1955 
_parity-for flue-c~ed 

The "adjusted base price" remains constant during a particular 
calendar year (in this case, 1955) but the parity price will change 
each month if the parity index changes. Th~ Febr~ary'l955 flue-cured 
parity at 53,5 cents per ,pound _is slightly above what it vras in March 
1954, the basis for determining the 1954 minimum support level. 

The actual support level for 1955 flue~cured will be either the 
minimum level announced prior to planting or 90 percen~ of the July ~ 
parity, whichever is higher. -

The flue-cured placed under Government loan in connection with the 
1954 price support operations totaled 130 million pounds--ab9ut 10 percent 
of the crop. In the 1953 season, about 12 percent of the crop went under 
loan. Total flue-cured in Government loan stocks at the end of January 
was about 345 million pounds (farm-sales weight). About 37 percent was 
1954 crop tobacco; 39 percent, 1953 crop; 18 percent, 1952. crop; and 
nearly 6 percent, 1951 crop. 
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Table 10.- Flue-cured tobacco, types 11-14: Domestic supplies, disap
pearance, and season average price1 aver.ages 1934-38 and 1939-43, 

annual 1944 ... 54 

(Farm-sales weight) 
~---

· t Disappearance y 
: : : Average 
:Production:Stocks,: Supply :- 'n t' :E t :price per 

July 1 • T ota1 • ames J.C xpor s • d : : . . 2/ : 2/ . poun 
: : : - - : 

year 

Million Million Million Million Million Million 
: pounds pounds pounds pounds pounds pounds Cents 

&veragec 
1934-38 741 845 1,586 704 338 366 22,9 
1939-4.3 837 1,358 2,194 788 512 276 27o6 

1944 : 1,087 1,189 2,276 1;150 696 454 42.4 
1945 1,173 1,126 2,299 1,152 667 485 43.6 
1946 1,352 1,147 2,499 1,212 659 553 48.3 
1947 1,317 l,t287 2,604 1,054 695 359 41.2 
1948 1,090 1,550 2,640 1,102 720 382 49.6 

1949 1,115 1,538 2,653 1.?168 729 439 47.2 
1950 1,257 1,485 2,742 1,185 757 428 54.7 
1951 : 1,453 1,557 3,010 1,279 777 502 52.4 
1952 1,365 1, 731 3,096 1,244 828 416 50.3 
1953 y : 1,272 1,852 3,124 1,209 778 431 52.8 

1954 g,.f 1,334 1,915 3,249 52.7 
: 

1/ Year beginning July 1. Y Subject to revision~ -
Supplies 

The 1954-55 total supply of flue-cured tobacco at 3,249 million 
pounds is 4 percent larger than 1953-54. The 1955 marketing quota 
results in an acreage allotment of 1,009,000 acres (including reserve for 
adjustments), Most farms will have acreage allotments about 5 percent 
smaller than in 1954. In 1954 Congress amended the law to raise the 
penalty rate· on the marketing of tobacco in excess of a farm marketing 
quota from 40 to 50 percent of the average market price of the preceding 
seasonG This becomes applicable to flue-cured with the 1955 crop. If 
yields per acre are near the average of recent years, the 1955 crop will 
approximate 1,270 million pounds·-nearly 5 percent less than in 1954. 
The carryover next July seems likely to be around 2,000 million pounds-
up nearly 4 percent from last July 1. such a carryover plus a crop of 
1,270 million pounds would provide a total supply for 1955-56 at 
3,270 million pounds--a little above the 1954-55 level~ 
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Domestic Use ~ Exports 

During the current marketing year (July 1954-June 1955), the domes
tic use of flue-cured is expected to be around 780 million pounds or 
approximately the same as in 1953-54. Indica~ions are that domestic use 
of leaf in the first half· of the current year""were':cl'ose to those in the 
corresponding period of a year ear}ier des~ite thelsmalle~ number of 
cigarettes manufactured, j.; I'· 1 

'{' rV• 

Exports ·of flue-cured may reach-470 million pounds (farm-sales 
weight)--about 40 million larger than in 1953-54. Operations under 
Public Law 480 should assist flue-cured exports in the next few months. 
During July-December 1954, exports of flue-cured were 3 percent less 
than a year earlier. The United Kingdom, accounting for about one-half 
of the total, got nearly 20 percent more than in the same period of a 
year earlier. For the next fh•,..., most important outlets, flue-cured ex
ports were sharply less to Genruany, up moderately to Netherlands and 
Australia, but smaller to the Philippine Republic and Ireland. Other im
portant destinations taking less. in July-December 1954 than in July-Decem
ber 1953 were 'lndonesi~, Denmark, Japan, Finland, Thailand, Portugal, 
Indochina, S1-1i tzerland·, and Austria. Belgium, .·New Zealand,' and Egypt 
got roughly the same amounts in both periods. On the other hand, larger 
quantities went to Sweden, Norway, India, Pakistan, Hong Kong, France, 
Spain ·,and British East Africa than in the comparable period. of a year 
earlier. 

Burley, Type 31 

Prices 

The Burley markets- opened -.-on November 30 and by early February, 
deliveries were virtually completed. Sales data indicate that the 1954 
crop was the largest on record--probably 18 percent above 1953 and a per
cent above the previous record crop in 1952. The 1954 season average ' 
price preliminarily estimated at 49.6 cents per pound was 5~ percent 
lower than the record 1953 crop average. About 66·percent of the total 
volume was marketed prior to the usual holiday recess compared with 
56 percent a year earlier. Most averages for individual grades were 
lower than in the 1953 season. 1,! 

The 1954 support price was 46.4 cents per pound--one-fifth of a 
cent lower than in the 1953 season·. The l955 supporjt .level -will be 90 per-
cent of the applicable parity price. . :<· , \, 

' t. ..... • ' • £ 

Through' l955, the legislation provl!des' ·that !fo:r. basic commodities, 
the parity price·· shall be the higher fig'Lt're wh'li~b ·pesults from calculations 
based on either·'the ''new" ·'formula or the "old'l,.formula· (the method in use 
prior to 1950) . I Between 1950 andl'i954 in the months when price suppor.t .. 
determinations were made for Burley tobacco, the "new'~ .. .formula provided~ 
a higher figure than the "old" formula and hence, the parity and price'' 
support in effect were the result of the application of the "new" formula. 
Based on the calculations for February 1955, the "old" formula yields a 
higher figure than "new" and therefore, is the February parity for BurleY· 
The two methods are illustrated with February data below. 
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. · Old- Fbr;nula. 

1. The 5 seas·6n average priceN 1934-38, of Burley is the base 
price and ~oes not change from year to year. 

22.2 cents per pound 

2. T~e base price is mtltiplied by index pf prices paid by far
mers (August 1934-July 1939-100). In accordance with the 
legislation, interest, taxes, and wage rates are not included 

. .., 

in calculations of this index. 

New Formula 

22.2 X 231 = 51.3 cents per pound, the 
February 1955 parity for Burley 

' r 

1. The season average price far Burley for the most recent 
10 years (1945-54) is divided by the average .of the index 
(l910-l4al00) of all.prices received by .farmers for the same 
10 calendar years to arrive at an ;'adjusted base price." 

. 
47·1 =· 18.0 cents 
261 

2. The "adjusted base price" is multiplied by the February parity 
index (the index of prices paid by farmers including interest, 
taxes, and .wage rates- -1910-14=100) • 

18,0 X 283 = 50.9 cents per pound . ·- . .. - --

The "adjusted base price" under the "new" :formula- :remains constant 
during a particular .calendar ··year (~n-tllis· case, 1955) but the parity 
index can change each month. From one year to another, the "adjusted 
base price" may change since it reflects changes in successive 10-year 
averages for (1) Burley prices ao«~{2) all prices received by farmers • 

.. 
The February._~955 Burley~·parity at 51.3 cents per pound is 

slightly less t~~ what it was in~March 1954, tbe basis for determining 
the 1954 minimum support level. 

The actual~~upport le~l for i955 Burley will be either the minimum 
level announced ~rior to planting or 90 percent of the October 1 parity, 
Whichever iS higher, . - ~ r - - -

The Burley. placed under Government lo~n in connection with the 
·1954 price suppor1t ope:rrations totaled· _?22 ~liion pounds-- about one
third of the ~rop.-~ Thi-s~ was the largest amount and the largest proportion 
from any Burley crop that has gone under loan •. In the 1953 season, about 
18 percent went under 1oari\ and in· botl:11952 and ,19~1 1 _- about 16 percent. 
Burley tobacc.o in Government loan· stocks report~d at ·:~he end of January 
totaled about fo45 million pounds (fai.m~sales weight), 50 percent, 1954 
crop tobacco; 23 percent, 1953 crop; 15 percent, 1952 crop; 12 percent, 
1951 crop; and less than one-half of 1 percent, l950£rop. 
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Table ll.- Burley tob~cco1 type 3ls Domestic supplies, disappearance, 
and season average price~ average 1934-38 

and 1939-43, annual 1944M54 
(Far.m•sales weight) 

: 'st k a 1Disap;5sarance Y s Average 
Year :Productiont 0 ~c ~: Supplr ~~ 1 i omest!c:Exports1price per 

, a c • : 1 • 0 a : ~/. : 2/ : pound 
Million Million Million Million Million Million 
pc.,unds .E,2Unds pounds pounds pounds poun~ Cents 

Average: -
1934-36 287 701 988 314 302 12 22,2 
1939-43 3~9 737 1,106 376 368 8 30.0 

1944 591 651 1,242. '·483 474 9 44,0 
1945 577 759 1,336 483 446 35 39,4 
1946 614 853 1,467 526 476 so 39,7 
1947 485 941 1,426 524 496 28 48,5 
1948 603 902 1,505 531 489 42 46.0 

: 
1949 l 561 974 1,535 535 49L 41 45it2 
1950 499 1,000 1,499 518 488 30 49o0 
1951 618 981 1J599 538 506 32 51~2 
1952 650 1,061 1,711 548 519 29 50.3 
1953 y 564 1,163 1,727 529 494 35 52..5 

1954 y 1/665 1,198 1,863 4906 
I 

1/ Y~beginning October le 3/ Subject to revision. Y Estima:ted. 
producers' sales. 

Supplies 

The total 1954-55 supply of· Burley is about 1,863 million pounds--
8 percent larger than for 1953-54 and above any previous year. The total 
supply figure is about 50 million poundslarger than estimated in late 
December. The sales volume indicates the 1954 crop was around 665 million 
pounds--over 100 million pounds larger than in 1953 and a record high. 
The large l9S4-5S Burley supply ie about 3o45 times prospective disap
pearance compared with ratios of 3o26 in 1953-54, 3.12 in 1952-53, and 
2.97 in 1951 ... 52. 

Based on the marketing quota announced in late N~vember~ the 1955 
allotted acreage may total about 370,000 acres after allowing for special 
provisions applying to small allotments and reserves for adjustments. 
~his would be about 7 percent below the 1954 allotted acreage. Individual 
farm allotments will average about 10 percent less than in 1954 except that 
in accordance with the law, the farms with a Burley allotment of seven
tenths of an acre or less are not reducedo Except for the exempt group, 
Burley acreage allotments have been cut each year since 1952--10 percent 
from 1952 to 1953, 8 percent from 1953 to 1954, and 10 percent from 
1954 to 1955, The average for all Burley allotments is comparatively 
small, and in 19$5 about 64 percent of the allotments are down to seven
tenths of an acre or less, 
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Revised estimates of the·l954 harvested ac~eage and yields·per acre 
will be published, by the Crop Reporting Board on May 10. The 1954 yield 
per acre was undoubtedly sharply higher than 1953 and substantially above 
the 19.52 record. 

If 1955 harvested acreage should be about the same as 1955 allotted 
acreage and yields per acre approximate the average for 1952 and 1953 
(about 1,375 pounds), the 1955 crop would be near 510 million pounds. If 
the 1955 yield per acre should be 1,525 pounds (apparently 1954 easily 
exceeded this), the present allotted acreage would produce about 565 mil
lion pounds. Planting in excess of the allotments would further raise 
the 510 to 565-million pound range. 

The carryover next October 1 seems likely to be about 1,325 million 
pounds--up by more than 10 percent from October 1, 1954. Total supply 
for 1955-56 based on the production possibilities stated above may range 
between 1,835 and 1,890 million pounds compared with the 1954-55 level of 
about 1,863 million. 

The already ample Burley supply has been aggravated by the approxi
mately 18 percent increase in production from 1953 to 1954 despite the 
8 percent cut in allotted acreage. This is a matter of serious concern 
to growers~ their Congressional delegations; and administrative officials. 
A joint hearing is being held by the subcommittees for tobacco of the 
Senate and House Agriculture Committees to consider possible changes in 
legislation. United States Department of Agriculture officials testified 
on March 3 and producer! groups are to be heard on March 10. 

Domestiq Use ~ J!ixport§. 

During the current marketing year (October 1954-September 1955), 
domestio.u~e of Burley.is expected to approach 500 million pounds--roughly 
the same as in 1953-54. Exports of Burley seem likely to range between 
35 million pounds--the 1953-54 total-~and 40 million pounds (farm-sales 
weight). In the first quarter of the 1954-55 marketing year, Burley ex
ports lagged behind those in the corresponding quarter of a year earlier. 
German and Swedish takings were sharply below a year earlier but Belgium, 
Netherlands, and the Philippines got practically the same in both periods. 
The first quarter 1954-55 exports of Burley to France were substantial in 
contrast to none in the same period of a year earlier. Also Mexico and 
Switzerland got more but less went to Portugal, Norway, Egypt, Denmark, 
and Finland than in the same period of 1953~54. 

Maryland, Type 32 

Maryland tobacco auctions usually begin before mid-May of the year 
following harvest and continue until sometime in August~ .Around one-tenth 
of the ~ryland crop is sold at the Baltimore ·hogshead market. For the 1953 
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crop which was mostly ·sold in 1954, the· 'average p1~ice received by.'gl'O\Ie.;'R 

was 54.5 cents per pound--12 percent more than· a year earlier; arid the ··· 
~ghest in 8 years. The Qovernment support level for the 1953 crop was · · 
50.4 cents per pound. Th~ larger 1954 crop (5 percent above 1953) and 
increased carryover .(up 4; .. percent frOm" a year~ earlier) will tend to hold 
this yearts price average bel.ow last season. Government support will not 
be available for the 1954. c·rop since growers disapproved a marketing quota 
on that crop. Also, the ·1955. c~op that will be marketed in the spring 
~nd summer of 1956 will n~t receive Government price support since less 
than the legally required 66 2/3 percent of the growers voting, favored 
quotas in last December's referendum • 

. i·-Wh~n~the·~l953··crop was'~l?~~ng marketed. in 1954, abou:t 6.7 million 
pounds of Maryland tobacco--one~s~h of the·crop--was placed unde~ Govern
ment loan. Total Maryland tobacco in Government loan stocks at the end 
of January was 13 million pounds (farm-sales weight). About 48 percent 
was 1953 crop tobacco; 34 percent, 1950 crop; 7 percent, 1949 crop; and· 11 
percent, 1948 crop. 

_, fJ f'• 

The 1954 crop eetimated at 42.5 million pounds plus the carryover 
of 68.4 million pounds on ~~~uary 1 provides a total supply Jl of 110.9 
million pounds.. This is aro:p,_nd 5 percent larger than for ea~h of the 2 
previous years. · 

If in 1955, Maryland growers should have a total acrea.~e and yields 
per acre that <l:re I),ear tne ~~pent .?-year averages, this ;year's crop would 
approXimate ·41, ·millicm pounQ.~, .. Although this would be 3~ perc~nt less than 
the 1954 crop, the carryove.r next, January 1 probably tdll exceed th?-t of 
January 1, 1955,.and next year~s total supply might be a little larger 
than that for the current year~ 

.Q.m!l.JZ§tic ~ tm,4 ~ri;;l! 

Domestic use of Maryland tobacco during October 1953-September-1955 
may rea:ch 30 .. million pounda-..:a little ·m.ore than the seemingly low 1953-54 
figure. For the first quarter· of 1954~55, domestic -use was abo1;1t ,.eve~ w.ith 
that of the same period of 1953-54~ ~ · 

~ I ')" ' 

' ' ' I ~ 
' 

1/ In 1952, the Congress amended the Agricultural Adjustment Act of 1938 
to provide that for the purposes·of marketing quotas and, when in effect, 
the slidil;;lg ,s.c.a:t,e prj,ce supports, the carryover and total supply of 'Maryland 

· ·tobaccQ .. wOuld be ~9in:Piitf?d ;:on"th$ 'basis o£ ~anua-r:y l .following the beginning 
of the marketing year instead ~of· on the ba::lis.,oi'· October:-':i., &s previously~ 
T.nasmuch as the definition of the marketing year, itself~ Wa-s not)changed, 
statistical table 12 indicates disappearances in the usuai'way, on' the 
jctober-September basis. 
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Table 12,- Y£xy1and tobacco, type 32: Domestic supplies, disappearance, 
and season aver·age .Price, averages 19311--38 and 1939-43, 

I' 4 annual 1944--5 

. Produe- . 
--D:!.sap_pearance lZ Average Stocks 

Produc-: Stocks,:tion plus: : price follow·-Year :Domestic: Exports: tion Oct. 1 : Oct. 1 : Total gj gj per . ing . 
stocks . pound ;Jan. 1 H 

Mil. Mil, Mil. Mil. Mil. "\.Mil. Mil, 
1bs. lps. los. 1bs. lbs. 1bs. Cents lbs. 

Average 
1934--38 27.5 41.3 68.8 26.5 21.1 5 .lJ. 19.7 38.4 
1939-43 29.1 49.2 78.3 28.3 26.1 2.2 37.2 43.2 

1944 38.2 45.2 83.4 31.2 28.8 2.4 55·5 37.6 
1945 18.4 52.2 70.6 30.3 24.2 6.1 57.0 46.5 
1946 46.2 40.,3 86.5 34.0 28.3 5-7 44.5 32.4 
1947 37.8 "52.5 90.3 34.3 27.0 7.3 42.8 44.9 
1948 35.0 56.0 9l.Q 37.0 27.7 9.3 54.4 46.9 

1949 41.2 54.0 95.2 35.4 28.0 7.4 48.3 45.5 
1950 4o.o 59.8 99.8 35.5 27.1 8.4 48.2 53.4 
1951 41.6 64.3 105.9 33.3 26.7 6.6 44.8 59.3 
1952 40.2 72.6 112.8 40,2 32.4 7.8 48.8 64.9 
1953 g; 40.5 72.6 113.1 36.4 28.4 8.0 54.5 65.4 

1954 g; . 42._5 76.7 119.2 68.4 . . 

!/Year beginning October L 2/ Subject t'o revision. 3/ Public Law 464--
82nd Congress. (an amendment to previous Agricultural legislation) :proviqes that 
for th~ pur:pose13 of'marketing qu;otas and when in effect, the sliding-scale price 
s~port, the carryover and total supply of Maryland tobacco shall be computed 
as of January 1 follo~ring the ··beginning of the marketing year- -defined as the 
October-September 30 :period.'_.,-'..,' t 

Exports of Maryland tobacco are expected to be at least as large 
in 1954-55 as the 8 million pounds (farm-sales weight) in 1953-54. In 
the first quarter of the c~rent market~ng year, they ra~ well ahead of 
those in the same period_.of a year earlier. ;For 195.3-54- as a whole, 
Swiss takings of !~ryland tobacco were down 8 percent from 2952-53 but 
in the first quarter of 1954-55, they took nearly 2 1/4 million pounds--
83 percent more than in the first quarter of 1953-54. Also more went to 
Spain, Belgium, and Netherlands but less to Germany and Tunisia. 
Yugoslavia was the second ranking foreign outlet for Maryland tobacco in 
1952-53 and 1953-54 but none was recorded as going there in the first 
quarter of 1954-55. 

·'' 
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Fire-cured 9 Types 21·23 

Prices 

Puctions for Virginia fire-cured, type 21, began in late Nr-vember 
and .final cleanup sa1es were held in mid-February" The auction average 
price was 34.5 cents per pound--about. 1 cent less th<m in the 195 3 
season. Auctions .for Kentuc~J-Tennessee fire-cured began en January 10 
for type 22, Eastern District, and on January 7 for type 23, Wester!l 
District, The quality of marketings was much improved over last season 
when there was much poor quality tobaccoo Through late February, the 
average price received for type 22 was 39~8 cents per pound--6.2 cents 
above the 1953 season average., The type 23 average price was 32 .,0 cents 
per pound--4.8 cents above the 1953 season average. The 1954 price sup
port level for types 21-23 was 34.8 cents per pound--one-fifth etf a cent 
lower th&~ in the preceding season, 

The 1955 crop of fire-cured tobacco will receive Government price 
support, as provided by law, at 75 percent of the Burley loan level which 
is calculated at 90 percent of the Burley pari.tyc 'l'he February 1955 Burley 
parity was slightly less than it was in March 19.54, the basis for determin .. 
ing the 19.54 minimum support level for Burley, 

During the season just ending, growers of Virginia fire-cured placed 
about 2.1 million pounds-~almost one-fifth of deliveries--under Government 
loan. This was considerably more than in the 19.5'3 season l...rhen only about 
7 percent went under loan. Through late February, Kentucky-Tennessee 
growers placed under Government loan about. 2 1/2 and 2 million pounds of 
types 22 and 23--7 and 1.5 percent, respectively_, ·of total deliveries, 
For type 22, this was the smallest volume and percentage of the crop t~ 
go under loan in the last 9 seasons. The total fire-cured tobacco 
reported in Government loan stocks at the end of January amounted to 
about 49 1/2 million pounds (farm-sales weight), Roughly 3 million 
pounds of the 1954 crop loans are not in the January totalq Taking thi~ 
into account, Government loan stocks of tobacco are about 12 1/2 percent, 
19.54 crop tobacco; 13 percent, 19.53 crop.; 14 1/2 percent, 19.52 crop; 9 per
cent, 1951 crop; 17 percent, 19.50 crop; and the remaining 34 percent from 
the 1946-49 crops. 

Supplies 

The 1954-.5.5 total supply of fire-cured tobacco is probably a little 
over 19.5 million p~unde--nearly the same as for 1953-54o The sharp increase 
in production in 19.54 over the drought-reduced 19.53 crop approximately off
set the 12 million-pound decline in carryover from 19.53 to 19.54e A sub
stantial trop in manufacturers' and dealers' stocks of type 22 fire-cured 
tobacco occurred during 1954, 

In 195.5 allotments for types 21-23 total 50,662 acres and for mcst 
farms, will be 10 percent smaller than in 19.54. Taking into account the 
probable percentage of total allo~.ment that will be planted and recent 
average per acre yields ( ornitt.ing the seve.1.·e dl."'ngh-t year, 1953) J the 1955 
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p.r·Jdu.;ti0!l 2'f types 2:!.w23 ma:J be arou_,lo. )_!) mi1li5n pt-u.r.ds--9 p~rceut ~c.ower 
than 1954. A crop 0f this ':lize; together with a carr~~rver e>f pr{'bab1y 
near 129 million pounds next October 1.~~ would pr'cvid~ a 1955-56 t('ta1 
supply ~f 184 million p~;;unda-.,.rcughly t:1. S·q:·ercant decrease from the 
1954·55 level. · 

Table 13.- Fire-cured tobacco., ty-pe3 ·~-:~2!..~; DocrestL suppJies, 
disappeii'ranca, and eeason ll.\rerage p:t·l . .;9, .11'el'ag-3B 15'34~,38 and 

1939-43, ann.1a1 :,.s4'-L-54 

.Average: : 
1931~-38: 110.2 194.2 304,.4 123.0 53(}2 69018 10.2 
1939 .... 43: 82s4 165.2 247 ~6 74.9 53c5 21,4 14.9 

1944 66.1 173o5 239.,6 107.8 43e9 63.9 2h.5 
1945 58.3 131.8 190 .. 1 85,2 37o6 47&6 3L5 
1946 108,9 104.9 213.8 70.4 3630 34 .. 4 26,0 
1947 86.4 143.4 229.8 67.2 36"9 30~3 29,.5 
l94G 73.2 162.6 23).,8 77.9 34.7 43"2 31.9 

1949 72.2 157.9 230.1 65.2 36S 28.,7 29.6 
1950 58.3 164.9 223.2 7610 ]5,,7 39,3 31,2 
1951 59,5 147 .. 2 206.7 $).8 32~2 27.6 40.0 
1952 58,2 146~9 205.1 .58.8 29.6 29~2 37o6 
1953 y 48,9 146.3 l95e2 61.2 32~9 28.3 33.8 

1954 y 60.5 l3bO 194.5 37"7 

----l/ Year begi1ming October 1 .. ~/ s·11bject -l:o revision. 

Domestic Use and Exports -----·----
During the Oc-t:.ct ar 1954-sept.ember 19.55 marketing year, domestic 

use of fire-cured tobJ.ccc is expec-<.:FJd ·!;o be 33 2'-il~.:tcn pDunds--practic.ally 
the same as in 1953~54.-- Use oi' snu.ff, the ma:;or domestic outlet, seems 
likely to remain stable during the C1.A.:rrent year" _ 

The 1954-55 experts may approximate 30 million pounds (farm-sales 
- weight ) ..... ,s li tt1e larger than in each of the p:r.evio:.s 3 years" During 

the first quarter of 1954-55, exports of Kentuc~J-Tennessee fire-cured 
(over four-fifths of to'tal fire-cured exports) were 5 1/2 percent larger 
than in the comparable period of a year earlier& Nether~andss Belgium; 
France, French Africa, Belgium Congo, and Indor..esia took more but less 
went to Switzerland, Germany, Denmark, Portugal, and Gold Coast. .In t:1e 
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first quarter ~tf 1954-55, France took nearly 1 million pounds ef Kentucky
Tennessee fire-cured in con~rast to none in the same period of 1953-54, 
but French takings later in 1953-54 were comparatively heavy. France was 
the top-ranking foreign destination in 195'3-5h--accounting for '28 percent 
of the total exports for tte~e typesc 

Exports of Virginia fire .. cured in the first quarter of 1954~55 
were 23 percent smaller ~han in the corresponding qua:r,ter of a year earlier, 
Much less went to Norway, the leading outlet for this type, but that to 
Sweden, the second ranking outlet, teld about even., Also less went to 
Switzerland and Australia but "t.~at to Ner,herlands inc:.·eased sharply, 

Dark Air-Cured and Sun-Cured, Types 35-37 

Prices 

Auctions for One Sucker (type 35), Green River (type 36), and 
Virginia sun-cured ( ~~ype 37) began about the first week of December and 
pr~ctical1y all of each crop was sold by the first week of February. 
In each case, volw1.e exce.eded the previous season's ·and quality was 
considerably above that of a year earlier. Prices for the Kentucky
Tennessee types 35 and 36 averoged 34"0 and 34~3 cents per pound--7.8 and 
11~6 cents above a year earlier~ The type 35 average price was the 
seco:1d b.ighest on record and the type J6 average price was a reco:'d high. 
Prices for approximately So to 60 percent, of the indi\ridual grades declined 
but for the remainder, they were higher than or about the same as a year 
earlier~ Quality of types 35 and 36 was the best for several years in 
contrast to 1953 when quality t,ras the poorest for sev~ral years • T-he 
1954 season average price for Virg!nia sun-cured was 32.1 cents per pound-
about two-fifths cf a cent above 1953~ 

For t.ypes 35·37 comb:Lned, the 1954 season average was about 34.1 cents 
per pound-~well above the 25r9-c6~t average for the 1953 crops. The 1954 
price support level fer typss 35-31 'Was 30.9 cents per po1.md--one-fifth 
of a cent less than in the p:-ee;eding season~:._ 

The 1955' crops of Kentucky .. 'rennessee dark Rir-cured and Virginia 
stm-cured 'tJill receive Gcvernment prj_ce suppvrt, as provided by law, at 
66 2/3 percent oi' t.he Burley loar~ le-;el v~h::ch 'is calculated at 90 percent 
of the Burley pa.city ~ The Febn,;,ary .l.SI55 Burley parhy was slightly less 
than it 't<ras in March 19.C:4, the (, . .,_sis for determining the 1954 minimum 
support level fo!.' Burley. 

During the season just emed_, growers placed under Government loan 
about 5»0 million pc·u.nds of One St~cker., 2.2 million pounds of Green River, 
and comparatively mir.or quantities of Virginia SQ;1-ct:red1 These Joan 
quantities represented abou,t 25 and ~9 percent, respectively, 9f total 
delive:c-ies of One Sucker and Green R~ver~-the smallest proportions to go 
u..:~der loan in 4 se.s;o,oni3., The dark air-cured tobacco in Government loan 
stc,cks at about tre end rxf January "totaled nearly 42 million pounds 
(fa:rm-sales weight), About 17 ~fit wal;} 19)4 Clop tobc..cco;-17 percent_, 
i953 crop; 21 percent, 1952 crop; 15 psrrent., 1951 crop; and t.he remai.n-

.c th 1 ol .., ·'"o ~;f) ~;:'C<:·rrt.:.- .t."t''m e ... _,/o4r .. , c:rope~ 
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supplies 

Based on the volume marketed and carryt,~ver 1 the 1954-55 est :Una. ted 
total supply of types 35-37 is about l09 3/4 million pounds--near+y 4 per
cent larger otJhia'rt '1953 ... 54* The increaQ.e from 1953 to 1954 in pr?ductio~ .. 
resulti:rt~"-"~ greater yields per acre PlOre than offset the decline in , . ~ 
carryover"~,:.:'·~":: , .;··,.,, 

' ~ i_.~l ~.(}~ ~., ~" f ·:. '/,..I ·; • ' 

Tsble 14~- Dark a:tr:..cured and sun-cured tobacco, types 35-3?: Domestic 
supplies, disappearance" and season average r,rioe, averages 1934-38 

k··:·. -: · 9.nd 1939-43, annual 1944""54 
.l) - -· J.' •• 

'<, '· 
I' . ' {Fam-sales weight) • ,, 

: \~ _:;_ r : : Disa~·Qearance.....:Y : Average · ... - ,.. . Stocks - , · - . 
Year ~c _-•• ":.'~p~~~ct~ont Oct {~Supply s l womsstJ.o:Expcz:ts :prJ.ce p$r 

. _· __ , -- : • ~ : Tota : U Y : pC~und 
·- M:Uli;n Million-Million Million Million Million 

; pou..1'1ds £.:'Und~ pounds pounds nounds pounds cents 
~ -

Average~ ' 1934 .. -38 t '35 r' 62,8 98t3 39.,0 27.0 12o0 9.4 .. ' t;J 

1939 ... 43 : ·::· .36. 7 65~1' •·101.8 36~4 31$9 4~5 13"9 
- ... : 't ~ ! : -: 

1944 ' 4L.9 5? 7 102,6 42.2 35.9 6.3 23.3-• j) 1 

1945 t 43.6 60o4 l04.o 43.6 30(15 13.1 25.2 
1946 49,6 60~4 11c.o 37.3 29!7 7.6 22"5 
1947 37.2 72v7 109,9 32~7 26 • .3 6t4 25o8 
1948 34.8 77~2 112,0 37o5 22o7 14~8 28.7 

: 
1949 . ~} ' :- 36~2 74.5 ll0o7 27 .. 9 23.1 6.8 28.2 
1950 ' 28.,6 8o.e 109<'4 36.4 25 .. 6 10,8 24.6 
1951 t 31.7 13~0 104~7 30.1 2lt5 8.6 34~:.3 
1952 : 33o8 74a6 108~4 29o,3 22.? 6.6 :3le~6 
1953 y . '':J :·, 26.6 79.1 105~7 29~9 22s8 '7 .1 25~9 

1954 y ;}34eO 75.8 109,8 
.. 

r 34.1 t 
t 

3:/ Year beginning OCtober le 
producers t · ··'ia.J.as Q 

2/ Subject - to revisi.e"ne 3/ Estimated -
In 1955, allotments for types 35-36 total ab~ut 201 950 acres and 

for most farms will be 10 percent smaller than in 1954. The type 37 . 
allotments total about 5, 75·0 acres and are about the same as in 1954o·:: 
Taking inte account the probable percentage of the total allotm§nts that 
Will be planted and recent average per acre 7ields (adjusted f.or-f'~xtre.me , 
lryws for some years), the 1955 producti~n of types 35-3? may ~e-arcund 
32 millj Gn pounds--6 percent less than the volume marketed in- the recent 
season, If 1955 production should be about 32 million pound§~_and tne 
carr-yover next October 1 is near 78 mi.llion pounds1 as seems probable, 
-l:.bln the 'l955-56 total supply won1 d be Jl Cl m.i11i·'-l'l r"<~u.rl'.:ls--rp~ ... 't.iNtlly 

·' the same aa for the curr-ent. ·year• 

~ _,y. f'-·~ •; 
• !~ 
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Q_omest.;t_o Jlse ~ ~rt~ 

During the October 1'9~4-september 1955 marketing yeaf, dom.eatio 
use of dark air-cured tobacco is expected·to approxin~te 2.3 million pounds
practically the same as in 1953-54v Plug~ twist, and fine-DUt chewing , 
tobacco· absorbs most of the dark air-cu.red tobacco used in d~tic manu
facture and relatively small q~antities may be used for ciga~~ 

The 1954-55 exports of these types may total 8 million pounds-~up 
same from 1953-54Q About 45 percent of 1953-54 exports of dark air-cured 
tobacco was in the·form of Black Fat-·a semiprocessed form. In the first 
quarter of 1954-55, exports of Black Fat were one-third larger than·in 
the earns period of a year earlier. There were inc~eases to Nigeria, Gold 
Coast, and French Wes:c. Ai'rica ... -the thr6e leading outlets. Exports of Green 
River leaf were larger in the first quarter of 1954-55 than in the compa
rable period of 1953-54. A substantial shipment went to France in contrast 
to none a year previous but much less went to Netherlands and none was 
recorded for the United Kingdom, the leading outlet in 1953-54 and 1952-53. 
Exports of One Sucker leaf in the first quarter of 1954-55 were below a 
year earlier, mair~y because of the eharply smaller shipments to Nigeria. 
Netherlands got a little less but Belgj_um took more than in the first 
quarter of 1953-54. 

Cigar, Types 41-62 

.fr..ices 

Sales of cigar tobacco are generally made at the "barn door" during 
the fall and winter. Tl;le 195li. Pennsy~vania filler (type 41) sold at an 
average price of about 27.3 cents per pound compared with 27.5 cents for 
the 1953 crop. Connecticut Valley Broadleaf (type 51) probably averaged 
a little lower than the 58.5 cents for the 1953 crop since s~me was damaged 
by hail and hurricane. Undamaged Broadleaf prices brought close to latt 
yearts prices. The 1954 Connecticut Valley Havana Seed (type 52) crop 
had a substantial proportion of "stemming" tobacco due to hail and hurri
cane and its price average will be considerably less than the 54.9 cents 
for the previous season• Through the end Q,f February, about 402,000 pounds 
of 1954 Broadleaf and 3,362,000 po·~ds of Havana Seed had been placed under 
Government loan. 

Marketings of Wisconsin binder types oegan during the first half 
of, January. Through February 27, Northern Wisconsin (type 55) prices 
averaged around 34 cents per pound--slightly above the comparable period 
of 1953. Prices for the binders group at near 47 cents per pound averaged 
a little less than a year earlier but they constituted a larger propor
tion of total sales. For the Southern Wisconsin (type 54) 1 the overall 
average was about 24 cents--slightly lower than in the comparable perio9 
Qj l?st season. About three-fourths of Southern Wisconsin tobacco sold 
as straight stripped and crop lots at prices averaging slightly higher 
th~n last season, but that sold as binders had a little lower price average 
and constituted a smaller proportion of the total sales·tnan in the pre
vious season. Through the end of February, about l,Og)~,ooo pounds_ 0 £ 
type 54 had ooen placed under Governm.ent 1oan* 
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The 1955 crops of the continental cigar filler and binder tobacco 
except ty~e 41, Pennsylvania SeedJeaf, will be supported at 90 percent of 
the applicable parity. No price support can be made available on type 41 
since growers rejected a marketing quota. The price support for the 
Puerto Rican crop is usually announced in early October since there the 
crop is planted late in the year and harvested and sold in the first 
half of the following year, 

The quantity of cigar tobacco under Government loan or in CCC in
ventories at the enC. of January was about 13 million pounds--6.4 million, 
type 54 (Southern Wisconsin); 4.2 million, type 52 (Connecticut Valley 
Havana Seed); 1.6 million, type 55 (Northern Wisconsin); 659,000 pounds, 
type 51 (Connecticut Valley Broadleaf); and 162,000 pounds, types 42-44 
(Ohio filler), The above January 1 totals do no~ yet include about 1 mil
lion pounds of type 54, .4 million pounds of type 51, aver .3 million 
pounds of type 52, and some type 55 tobacco from the 1954 crops that were 
subsequently ·placed under loa~. 

Supplies 

Filler: The 1954-55 total supply of continental filler types 41-44 
is 180! million pounds--over 3 percent below 1953-54 and the smallest 
on record. An 11-percent drop in carryover was partly offset by the 
increase in production in 1954 over the low 1953 figure. The Department 
of Agriculture and Commerce of P~erto Rico estimates the 1954-55 Puerto 
Rican tobacco crop at 32 million pounds--6 percent lower.than for 1953-54. 
Harvested acreage is expected to be about 8 percent less but yields per 
acre may be a little larger than last year. On January 1, stocks of 
Puerto Rican ~eld by dealers and manufacturers were about 10 percent 
larger than a year earlier, Of the 41! million-pound total, 69 percent 
was in the United States and the rest in Puerto Rico. 

Table 15.- Shipments of tobacco from Puerto Rico to the 
United States for specified periods 

I 

~Declared weight) 
0 . January-November Classifi- Average Average 

cation 1934-38 1947-51 1952 1953 
195J 1954 

Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. MiL Mil. 
lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. lb. 

Stemmed 17.4 10.0 14.6 11.1 8:j_- 12.2 
Unstemmed .1 ·7 .6 ·9 ·9 .7 
Scrap 5.0 6.1 6.5 4.1 3;6 4.8 

Total 22.5 lb.8 21.7 16.2 12.8 17.7 
---------- ---

Com-piled f'rolD publ:i oa+.i.ons ano reco1·d.s of the United States Department 
!)f Commer OE>. 
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Table l6.- Cigar tobacc~, t~pes 41-55: Domestic s~pplies, disappearance, 
and. s·ea.son aver-age price, averages 1934-38 and 1939-4 3, 

anr.~.ual 2.9~lt-54 

Type and 
year 

------. - -- -- -~ 
t.'.ii1lion 

?iller types 41-44 
Average~ 

19411-
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 

1934-38 y 
1939-43 ~/ 

1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 ?/ 
1954 ?) 

Binder types 51-55 ~/ 
Average: 

1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 

1934-38 
1939,43 

1949 
1950 
1951 
:1)52 
1953 g) 

:954 g) 
' 

rounds 

48.9 
6o.o 

54 .. 6 
45.4 
57.3 
6o.6 
68.3 

65.4 
65.7 
63.0 
44.5 
4o.4 

50.7 

41.8 
59.8 

57.7 
63.5 
74.J., 
69.4 
60.5 

61.7 
65.0 
49.8 
47.0 
47.4 

47.0 

'F ., .. , ' ' ~ arE.J.··i.ia.:..~a wel.g.O'Y ;_ ------ ------ ___ _ 

Stocks, 
Oct. 1 

Million 
pounds 

159.9 
154.1 

145.4 
142.9 
128.8 
122.2 
123~7 

131.9 
1!~3 .8 
157.4 
161.0 
146.5 

165.1 
130.6 

108.5 
102.3 
103.5 
123,7 
125.8 

123.2 
135-.1 
142.5 
134,8 
125.2 

~Disa:ppearance: 
year Average 

oegimdnt3 :price .Per 
October 1 :pound 

Sqpp.J.y 

---~-=- -=----- --- -M:i.llion r.'l..illion 
pounJs pouns~ 

208.8 
214.0 

200.0 
188.3 
186.1 
182.8 
192.0 

197.3 
209.5 
220.4 
205.5 
186.9 

180.5 

206.9 
190 L 

166.2 
165~8 
177.6 
193.1 
186.3 

184.9 
200.3.. 
192.3 
181.8 
1.72.6 

166.8 

54.4 
59.3 

57.1 

53.5 
52,1. 
59.4 
59.0 
57.1 

60.5 
61,4 

49.8 
57.6 

. 57.5 
56.6 
52.8 

Cents 

10.4 
13.6 

19.5 
34.0 
32.8 
30.6 
25.8 

26.2 
25,2 
19,6 
25.2 
26.1 

30.9 
47.7 
52.7 
43 .~. 
41.2 

36,0 
35.8 
38.1 
38.6 
44.7 

' y Includes B'UiB.ll qu~ti ty of twe 45. y Subject to l."edsion ,-
J/ Includes small quantity of type 56 through 1948. 

·-----
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Bind~r: The 1954-55 supply ~f bjnder ty~es 51~55 iG 167 mi1lion 
p4'unds-=JI7.3 percent l"wer than f;n· 1953-54 a."'ld the smallest in >- yeare5-
7he total eupply of conr.e-eticut valley Broad.J ea:f (type 51) at nearly 
45 million pounds has been comparatively stable for the paot 5 years~ 
~he 1954-55 t®tal s~pply of Havana Seed (type 52) st 35 1/3 million pounds 
has decreased gradually from :ijhe 40 millicm-pound pos·cv;ar peak in 1950-51. 
The 1954 .. 55 total supply of Wisconsin type 55 at nearly 46 1/2 million 
pounds was 4 percent lower than a yedr earlier and 22 percent below the 
postwar peak in 1950-51. The 1954-55 total supply of Wisconsin type 54 
at a.bout 38 1/3 million pounds is 5 percent lower· than a year earlier 
~~d 28 percent emaller than the high level of 1950-51. The supply of the 
relatively small New York and Havana Seed a.t 1~8 million pounds has 

·declined steadily during the postwar period. 

If growers of the binder types plant a moderately larger proport.icn 
of their acreage allotments this year and yiel~s per sera ar.e'nesr the 
recent 5-year average, the 1955 production would be abou~ 50 million 
pounds--5 or 6 percent larger than in ~954. Carryover of 'the binder 
types next October seew~ likely to be.around 115 million pounds and 
together with a 50 million-pound c~op, wou:d provide an'appr5ximats_ 
total supply of 165 million pounds for 1955-56. This would be 2 mi~lion 
less than the 1954~55 level~ 

Table 17.- Cigar wrapper tobscco, types 61-62: Domesti~ supplies, 
disappearance, and season ~verage price~ averages 1934-38 

and 1939-43, snnual 1944-54 

----- (Fann-sa::..es weigr..t) ------------- -----~~ ~----~- ---------
Type and = : .,t k : :Disappearance ~ Ave rB.ge 

• C) oc ·s, 1 . . 
year ~Produc-uion: Tuly 1 ~ Supp y :year beginn~ng :pr::.ce per 

---- ~ : u : July l ..QOUnd 
: Milli~n Million PJ.llion Millio~ 

p~U.t''1ds pou.nds fOU1'1ds pound,:_ Cents 
t 

liiTrapper types 6h-62: 
Average: 

1934-38 8~4 
1939~43 lOoO 

1944 11.3 
1945 u .• 2 
1946 12~5 
1947 13.5 
1948 15ol 

1949 17.3 
1950 15.5 
1951 14.9 
1952 14.7 
1953 1/ 14~8 -" 
1954 1/ .. : 16.-3 .... 

' .. 
-!/ Supie.¢, :to -re~ision,. 

11 .. 8 20,2 9·3 78.,3 
12.5 22e6 9~2 108.7 

14d :?5~6 10.9 196,1 
14,7 25.9 12~3 209o0 
13,6 26.1 12,7 234oO 
13,4 26.9 12 .1+ 296~0 
14.5 29~6 l).o 274~0 

16.6 3399 14.5 201.0 
19.,4 34.9 14.9 203.0 
20f0 34.9 13~7 194oO 
21,2 35.9 16o6 198~0 
19~3 3L.l 15.9 202,0 

18.2 34.5 
-- -~----
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· Wrapper: The 19511-55 total suppJy of dom.est.fc snade-grown cigar 
wrapper types 61-62 is nea"rly 34~ million pouuds~··Slightly hig..'ier -chRn 
for 1953-54 but less than for each of the preceding 3 years. · The 195·~ 
crop in the Connecticut Valley was about 5 percent less than·a year 
earlier, but the G~orgia-Florida crop.was substantially larger than the 
7,-year·low vf 1953 so that on a comb~ned basis, the 195~· wrapper zrop 
at 16.3 million }?Otmds 'vas the second largest on :record. The car1~yo•rer 
last July.l at 18.2 million pounds was 6 percent less tten a year earlier 
and the smallest in 5 years. The January 1, 1955, stocks held by dealers 
and manufacture~s at nearly 16 million ~oun~s for type 61 were about one- · 
fo11rth million pounds less than a year earlier and for tTpe 62, at uearly 
9.8 million, were practically the same as a year earlier. 

Disappe<:;!.~~2. 

The disappearance of the Pennsylvania and Ohio filler during the 
October 1954-September 1955 marketing year is expected to be approximately 
the same as the 57 million pounds ·in 1953-54. Most of the filler is used 
in cigar manufacture in this country. Exports were only ebout one -q_'...i.arter 
of a million pounds in 1953-54 and no exports were recorded in tne first 
quarter of 1954~55. 

The total disappearance of the binder types during the October 19)4 
September 1955 marketing year may be around 54 million pounds--a little 
above the 1953-54 figure 1 wh:i.ch was 4 or 5 million pounds lower than in 
each of the 3 previous years. Around 95 percent of all bi~der types 
combined is used in this co~try mostly for cigars but a sizable quantity) 
for scrap chewing tobacco. Exports of binder types diclined from 3.9 mil
lion pounds (farm-sales weight) in 1952-53 to 2.1 million in 1953-5l.J., 
mostly because there were no shipments of Hisconsin tobacco to East Ger
many in 1953-54 in contrast to over 1~ million pouuds in 1952-53· Also 
less went to West Germany, Belgium, and Netherlands. Between 1952-53 
and 1953-54, exports of Broadleaf, Havana Seed, and Wi~consin tobacco 
declined 8, 24, and 8i percent, respectively. In the first quarter of the 
1954-55 marketing year, exports of Broadleaf and Havana Seed were· sharply 
lower than in the first quarter of 1953-54. Much less Havana Seed and j. 
Broadleaf went to West Germany but sizable quantities of Wisconsi~ tobac· 
co went to West Germany and Swi·tzerland. and some to East Germany. ·,.Much 
smaller shipments of Havana Seed and Broad.leaf were made to Belgium and 
Netherlands than in the comparable period of a year earlier. 

Sale o~ Export Grades of 
--neorgia-Florida Wrapper 

An innovation in marketing export grades of Georgia-Florida wrap
per took place duringFebruar~ 21-25 at Stapleton, Staten Island, New York; 
Some packers and groWers made available samples for examination during the 
first few days. Then on the final day, bids were submitted and sales were 
made to ·the tt;.p bidder. About 700,000 pounds were offered for sale and 
nearly all of it was· sold. Tpe sale was patterned on,.the inscription 
method long in use in Amsterdam and Rotterdam in the Netherlands. Some 
dealers in this country and se\rethl buyer~··from Europfi attended. Pur-· 
chases were ma.G,e through registered tobacco brokers. The tobacco was sol•! 
f • o. b. warehouse 1 Florida-Georgia. · 
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Table U~~- Acreage ·of tobacco iil tl.e United States, by class and type, 
annual 1951-54, and percentages 

C1as.s a.nd 
typs 

Old and Middle Belt 1 type 11 
Eastern North Carolina; type 12 
south Carolina, type 1.3 
Georgia and Florida, type 14 

Total flue-cured, types 11-14 

Virginia, type 21 
Kentucky and Tennessee, type 22 
Kentucky and Tennessee, type 23 

Total fire-cured, types 21-23 

Burley~ type .31 

Maryland, type 32 

One Sucker, type 35 
Green River 1 type 36 
Virginia sun .. cured, type 37 

Total dark air- cured, types 

Pennsylvania Seedleaf $ t:ype 41 
Miami Valley, types 42·44 

Total cigar filler, types 41-44 

Connecticut Valley Broadleaf, type 
Cf'lnn, Valley Havana Seed; type 52 
No Y ~ and Pa. Havana Seed, type 53 
Southern Wisconsin, type 54 
Northern Wiiaconsin, type 55 

Total cigar binder, types 51-55 

' ' 1951 

1,ooo 
t acr~s 

4 . 

1952 

1 1 000 
acres 

1953 
1/ 

1,000 
acres acres 

s Percent.age 
,change 1~53 

tG 19)4 

11.1 

Cllnn. Valley Shade-grown, type 61 8o4 8.0 7 ~9 8.2 ).,8 
Ga~ and Fla~ Shade-grown, type 62 5 • .;;;.2_---:>:;..•~1- __ 4~1;).;...4..:___ .;;:4..:;.._8 __ .__;_9...:..~1 __ 

Total cigar w:rapper, types 61-62 : 13.,6 13.1 12~3 1:.::3:::·=0===5=.7== 

Louisiana Perique, type .72 0 

Total all types ----- --------Y Pre-liminary~ 
J ·- - ·-- -----·-- -----



1/ Although not strictly comparable to the series p:ceviously publiohed 
for the years 1947-51, the differences disclosed by comparing the new 
series with.the old series £o~ the year 1951 ar~ relatively minor~ 

C~mpiled. and adapted from Q~arterJ.x Financial Report.J Unit.ed States 
Manufacturi:Ji Corps>rations 9 Feaeral Tra(le ·connnTa.s~on arid Securities 
and Exchange Comm~ss~on. ,-

' '-. (' ;.~-
I'' ' •· ~ \ ' ·~ 
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