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Population increase has contri­
buted little to the recent rise in cigar­
ette consumption and cannot be expected 
to contribute much over the next year 
or two. Since 1950 the number in the 
major smoking age group--18-54 years 
--increased at an average yearly rate 
of only 0.5 percent compared with an 
increase of 1. 7 percent for the total 
population. The projected yearly rate 
from 1955 to 1960 averages only about 
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0. 7 percent. By 1960 the net addition 
to the 18-54-year group will be only 
2-3/4 million. The number aged 55 and 
older will also increase by about 2 -314 
million--approximately 1-3/4 million 
women and 1 million men while the 
number 15 to 17 will increase about 
1.6 million. However, from 1960 to 
1965, the yearly rate of increase for 
the 18 -to-54 group rises to over 1.1 
percent. 

1955 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE 

AGIRICULTURE- WASHINGTON 



TS-74 

Item 

Average prices at auctions 
Flue-cured 
Burley 
Maryland 
Fire-cured 
Dark air-cured (35-36) 
Virginia sun-cured (37) 

Parity prices 
Flue-cured 
Burley 
Maryland 
Fire-cured 
Dark air-cured (35-36) 
Virginia sun-cured (37) 

Parity index Y 
Tax-paid removals 

Cigarettes, small 
Cigars , large 
Chewing and smoking 
Snuff 

Accumulated from Jan. 1 
Cigarettes, small 
Cigars, large 
Chewing and smoking 
Snuff 

- 2-

STATISTICAL SUMMARI 

1954 19$$ 
:Las a a 
:available 
1 as per-

------~------~------~------~------~------~------~-------, cent~e 
Unit or 

base 
period 1 Aug, I Sept., Octo Nov. I Aug, 1 Sept., Oct. Nov, :of a year 

1 earlier 
I 

I I 
scents per lb., 
sCents per lb,s 
:Cents per lb,, 
I cents per lbo I 
1 Cents per lb.: 
:Cents per lb,: 
I 

I I 
1 Cents per lb, 1 

:Cents per lb. r 
:Cents per lb,: 
:cents per lbol 
:Cents per lb,: 
:Cents per lb, 1 

1910-1.4•100 

Billion 
Million 
Mil. lb, 
Mil. lb, 

Billion 
MilHon 
Mil. lb. 
Milo lb, 

I 

49.1 $3,4 $3o7 $1.0 I 
c - 1 - o - s - e - d $2,8 1 
46.7 c- 1- o- s - e - d 1 

C - 1 - o - s - e - d 34.6 1 
C - 1 - o - s - e - d t 

c - 1 - o - s - e - d 31.9 1 

281 

34.6 
$27 

1.4.4 
3.$ 

249 
3,686 

106 
26 

52.7 
$1.1 
53.$ 
34.4 
29.1 
34.2 

280 

.32,0 
$03 

15,1 
3.4 

281 
4,190 

121 
29 

$2.5 
$0.8 
$3.3 
34.3 
29.0 
34.0 

279 

31.6 
$01 

1.4.2 
J,l 

312 
4,691 

135 
32 

I 

$2.$ I 

$0,8 I 

53,3 I 

34,3 I 
29,0 I 

34,0 I 
I 

279 : 
, I 

I 

29o7 I 

57.3 I 
13.6 : 
3,2 I 

I 

342 I 

$,26$ I 
1.49 I 

35 I 
I 

$0.2 $2.0 $2.1 
C - 1 - o - s - e - d 
29,9 C - 1 o - s - a - d 

C-1-o-s-e-d 
c - 1 - 0 - s - .. - d 

c - 1 - o - s - e - d 

$2.9 
$1 • .3 
5.3.3 
35.2 
29.9 
33.$ 

279 

.36.8 
$.36 

1.4.0 
3.5 

2$7 
3,698 

106 
26 

52.$ 
$0.8 
53.1 
35.0 
29.7 
33.4 

279 

32.1 
534 

13.3 
3.3 

289 
4,232 

ll9 
30 

52.9 
50.8 
$3.5 
35 • .3 
30.0 
3.3.6 

280 

.32.1 

2$.5 

52.7 
50.8 
53.3 
3$.2 
29o9 
3.3.5 

279 

104 
109 
6li 
93 

80 

100 
100 
100 
103 
103 

99 

100 

100 
106 

88 
91 

103 
101 

98 
103 

Tax-free removals 1 

Cigarettes, small Billion 2,5 .3.4 2,5 .3.3 1 2,2 2.9 85 
Cigars, large Million 6,6 5.8 7.7 8.4 1 8,6 7.6 131 
Chewing and smoking Mil. lb, .5 • .3 ,5 .4 1 .4 ,5 167 

Accumulated from Jan, 1 1 

Cigarettes, small Billion 21 25 27 .30 1 20 2.3 92 
Cigars, large Million 61 66 74 82 1 55 6.3 95 
Cwwing and smoking ·--~Mil~·~lb~·~~·--~3~·~1~--~.3~.$~----4~·~0~--~4~.4~~-----2~·~7 ____ ~3~·~2------------------~9~1--

DispDBable personalinc0111e.;{ Bil, dol, 253.2 271,7 107 

Index of industrial 
production 2J 

Ertployment 
Labor force empl~ 

Exports (far~~~-salas vt.) 
Flue-cured 
Burley 
Maryland 
Fire-cured 
Dark air-cured 
Cigar 

Accumulated from begin­
ning of u.rketi.Dg yr. 4/ 
Flue-cured -
Burley 
Maryland 
Fire-cured 
Dark air-cured 

Million 
percent 

Milo lbe I 

Milo lb, 1 
Mil, lbe I 

Mil. lb. 
Mil. lb. 
Mil. lb. 

123 

62.3 
95.0 

2.3.7 
3.2 
,J 

1.8 
1 • .3 

.6 

124 

62.1 
95.2 

46.4 
1.3 
1.4 
1,0 

.3 
0 7 

126 

62.1 
95.8 

102.7 
2.4 
.7 

J,l 
1.1 

.4 

I 
128 I 

I 

61.7 I 
9$.$ I 

I 

$8.$ I 
2,5 I 
1,0 I 
3,11 
,6 I 
.a, 

I 

1.40 

65.$ 
96.7 

46.0 
2.8 
.6 

2.4 
o3 
.6 

1.42 

64.7 
96.8 

88.9 
2.3 

.8 
2.4 
.6 
• 7 

14.3 

65.2 
96.8 

88.2 
1.8 
1.4 
2.7 
.3 

1.3 

ll2 

105 
101 

86 
75 

200 
87 
27 

325 

93,0 19$,8 254,J I 94,0 182,8 271,1 138 
34.6 2.4 4.91 30.5 32.8 1.6 75 
a.o • 1 1.a ' 1.4 a.2 1.4 200 

28.3 J,l 6,21 26,6 29.2 2.7 87 
7ol 1,1 1,7 I 9.$ 10,1 o3 27 

Cigar filler and binder 1 

Cigar wrap~ .. r 

Mil. lb. 
Milo lb, I 

Mil. lb. 
Milo lbo 
Milo lbo I 

Mil. lb. 
Mil, lb, 1 

46.6 
.3.3 • .3 
6,6 

27 • .3 
6.8 
2.1 
.6 

2,J o2 ,4 I 1.$ l, 7 ,6 300 
1,1 l,J 1,9 I o7 1,3 1,9 1.46 

Oe~~<Xll~f~~s, all 
Accumulated from Jan. 1 

Sterling area gold and 
dollar reserves 2/ 

Stocks of domestic types 
(farm-sales wight) §/ 
Flue-cured 
Burley 
Maryland 
Fire-cured 
Dark air-cured 
Cigar, filler 
Cigar, binder 
Cigar, wrapper 

Mil. dol. 
Milo dol, 

I 
825 780 76.3 840 i 959 945 1,8.34 1.36 

6,886 7,666 8,4JO 9,269 I 7,349 81 294 91 )28 lll 
I 

•~Mil==~·~d~ol~·~~·--~2~,9~1~8~--~2,~9.0~-~l--~2~,~9.36~--~2,~9~2~5~1--~2~,4~5~7----~2,~3~4~5--~2~1~29~7~--~2~,2~6~3---· 78 

Mil. lb, 
MU. lb. I 
Mil. lb. 
Mil. lb. 
Mil. lb. 
Mil. lb. 
Mile lbo I 

Milo lbo I 

2,267 
1,198 

77 
134 

76 
179 
120 

22 

2,5118 
1,348 

84 
137 

61 
19S 
ll7 

22 

ll2 
113 
109 
102 
107 
109 

98 
100 

1/ Prices paid, interest, taxes, and farm w~e rates, 2/ Quarterly, annual rate, seasonally adjusted, 3/ Seasonally adjusted. 
Ti./ July 1 for nue-cured and cigar wrapper and October I tor other types, 51 Held in London, 6/ Dealers• and manufacturers• hold-
Ings in United States and Puerto Rico on first ds;y ot quarter. -
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Sl001ARY 

Supplies of most kinds uf tobacco are large in relation to pro­
spective disappearances. For flue-cured and. burley--the major cigarette 
tobaccos-~disappearance in'l955~56 is likely to be larger than in 1954-55, 
but total',E)upplies are very largea 

Cigarette cons~~ption in this country increased from 1954 to 1955 
and is likely t~ continue to m~ke gradual gains in 1956. The prospective 
high levels of employment and incomes are favorable factors but retail 
prices in some a~eas have increased, or soon will, because of advances 
in state tax rates on cigarettes~ Cigarette out.pu.t in 1955 probably 
totaled 414 billion comp&red with nsarly 402 billion in 1954 and 423 bil-

.lion in 1953<· Tne peak w·as 435 l/2 billion in 1952& Measured in p~unds 
of tobacco, 1953 was by a small margin the peak year ~ecause of the larger 
proportion of king size cigarettes than in 1952. Since 1953, the share 

'· occupied by the king size) al1=tobacco cigarettes is believed to have 
.\changed relatively little, but king size~ filter tip cigarettes h.~ve made 

substantial gains~ King size~ filter tips do not require as much 
tobacco per cigarette ~s the king si~e, all-tobacco cigarettes6·· Unofficial 
·trade reports indicate that filter tip cigarettes amounted to at; least 
one-fifth of total output by late 1955. 

The out,put of smoking .-t.obacco for pipes and roll~your-own cigarettes 
in. 1955 is estimated at 82 ')n,illion pounds--roughly 1 3/4 million less 
than in 1954c During the~·t:£rst half.)of 1955, output of smokin-g tobacco 
ran ahead of that in the :first hnlf of 1954 but then turned downward in 
the third quartero 
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The total supply of fl1l~-cured for 1-955-56 is a record 10 percent 
above 1954-55. The 1956 acreage allotment has been reduced 12 percent, 
but an increase in the carryover at the beginning of 19.56-57 probably will 

. largely offset the reducti"on in outturn resulting from the acreage cut-­
leaving total supply for 1956-57 only a little l~wer than for 1955-56. 
Despite the much smaller crop in 1955 than in 1954, the total supply of 
burley for 1955-56 is only slightly ·less than the record·-1954-55 level 
because of a 12 percent jump in carryover. The announced 195,6 burley 
allotment results in about a .~5 percent reduction in farm al~otments. 
Burley growers will vote on December 29, 1955, as to whether:they favor 
a continuation of marketing quotas on their 1956, 1951.,. ·and ::1958 crops, 

. A two-thirds majority of those voting is necessary to-oontinue market­
ing quotas and acreage allotments in effect on next yeart·s crop. In a 
referendum last July, flue-cured tobacco-growers voted ov.erwhelmingly in 
favor of quotas on the next three crops. 

Marketings of this yearts record flue-aured crop have:been about 
completed, The average price for gross sales at 52 cents _was very little 
different from the averages of the previous 2 seasons, although there was 
aome variation by belts~ Deliveries for Government loans we;re heavy--roughly : 
one-fifth of the crop. An estimated two-thirds of the 1955 burley crop had · 
been marketed by December 19 at an average price of 58 1/2 cents--nearly 
14 percent higher than in the comparable period of last season and a record 
high. 

The 1955~56 supply of ~1aryland tobacco--also mainly a cigarette 
type--is only a l~ttle below a year earlier. The rise in·oarryover largely 
offsets the drop in the 195.5 crop, which was prinoipally":due to storms. 
Marketing quotas and acreage allotments were not in effect on the 1954 and 
195.5 Maryland crops, It1aryland growers will vote on. December 29 on whether 
or not they favor quotas on the next three crops. 

Total cigar consumption, at about 6ol billion in 1955, was nearly 
2 percent above 1954 and some further gain is expected in 1956. The sup­
plies of cigar filler types are a little above a year ago but those of 
cigar binder are lower. Domestic use of cigar filler tobacco dropped in 
1954-55. Available information does not explain the decline. Growers of 
cigar binder types are concerned as to the potential impact of the develop­
ment of "manufactured binder sheet" which utilizes whole leaves including 
stems and contains nontobacco mateTials as well. It also has implications 
w:i,th respect to the future market for higher quality leaf, The 1956 
acreage allotments for most farms growing types 42-44 and 51-55 will be 
about 12 l/2 percent smaller.than in 1955. Growe~s of Pennsylvania filler 
(type 41) will vote on Dece~ber 29 on whether or not they favor marketing 
quotas on the next three crops. In previous years, growers of type 41 
have consistently voted against marketing quotas. The 1955-56 total sup­
ply· of the shade-grown cigar wrapper types is about 4 percent lower than 
for l954-55. The 1955 crops .9f Connecticut Valley wrapper and also binder 
were reduced or-damaged by storms and floodsc ' 

The 1955 output of chewing tobacco, at about 79 l/2 million pounds, 
was approximately 2 1/2 percent less than in 1954 and will probably con­
tinue to decline, The 1955 output of snuff, estimated at 39 million 
r;ounds, is about one-half million pounds larger than in 1954 and is expected 
to continue at approximately the same level in 1956, 
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IVIostly fiZ""e-cured tobacc~ is used in snuff while chevting tobacco 
utilizes mainly dark air-cured, bu:dey.j- and lower grades l)f cigar binder 
types~ 

The total supplies 6f firem-c·c.red, and dark air- and sun-cur:;d for 
1955~56 are 3 e.nd 4 pgr·ce:nt larger than 1954 ... 55 § Record and near..,record 
yields rj(-;r acre for S(•me types largely offset the effect of reduced 1955 
acreage allotments~ The 1956 acreags allotments for fire-cured and dark 
air-cured are 15 and 20 percent below the 1955 allotmentsg Growers of 
these types V(jted last December to contim.1e quotas in effect on their 
1955~ 1956, and 1957 crops~ Growers of Virginia sun-cured (type 37) 
't-lill vote on' December 29 on whe";,her to continue quo·l:.as on their next 
three cropsr Their 1956 allotment is ap~roximately the same as in 1955~ 
1~Jhen quotas are in effect, Governi11ent p·cice support for the fire-rured 
types is mandatory at 75··)2~rcent of the burley support level and for 
dark air- and sun-cured, at 66 2/3 perce_~t of the burley' support level., 
Fv;r burley~ flue=curedi and _other types, price support at 90 percent of 
parity is ma~datory whan marketing quotas' are in effect* 

Total leaf exports during calendan.l955 are estimated at ab~ut 
600 million pounds--farm-sales weight--approximately 15 percent larger 
than in 1954~ Foreign currency sales contributed significantly t® the 
increase~ E~port prospectis for 1956 ar.e again enhanced by the likelihood 
of additionai·~ales for foreign currencieso Flue-cured tobacco accounts 
for around four-..fifths of:'total tobacco.~x:ports from this country~ 
United Sta-ces gr6lwers are\ b~ing ·.::onfronted with increasing competition 
for overseas marks·ts as the· result of a. substanJ.:.ial expc.:!1sion of flue­
cu.J:·ed pruduction in .fore2.gn cou~t.rie3 in the pas-: few years(' The 1955 
flue~cured production of Soti.thern Rl1cdesJa 11 India, and Canada combined 
was 40 percent _abC~ve the 19'47--51 average,., There also has been expansion 
elsewhereo ' ; r· ' Y 

' ( -

TOBACCO PRODUCTS 

Cigarect'es 

Output 0f cigarettes in calendar 1955 probably totals near '" · · · 
414 billivn,•3 percent more than in 1951.~-, but 5 percent below the 1"9.52 
recordQ A significant share uf the C.ecline frt'lm 1952 to 1955 is due to 
the decrease in output for shipment to tr-oops l"Verseas" The numbelr ''-t~f · 
tro®ps st£tiflned tn.~tside the continental United states has been sub­
stantially r3duced since 1952 andcshipments for that outlet have dropped 
about 8 billion/) : 

The 1955 domestie consumpti~n (tax~paid removals) is about 383 bil­
lion.9 3., 9 perc8n-C. greater than in 19 54_, but 2 o 8 percent belo\v the peak 
~f 1952. The number Bf tax-paid cigarettes dropped 2 percent between 
1952 ·and 1953 but meat:~ured in pounds of toba.cco.9 consumption increased a. 
little due to the increased number and proportion of king size cigarettes 
in 1953a There was relatively little. chang~ ,in t,he p.:·op01-t·i01~ate share 
of king size from 195"3 to l9Sh aud p.t'irt'-abl_:~- n"1- g.rest change i"rom 1954 ,_ 
t® l?55o 
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On the other band, filter tip cigarettes increased subst~ntially 
·from 1953 to 1955 and a large majority are king size in length. King 
size, filter tip cigarettes require about the same quantity of tobacco 
per unit of output as the regular size but, of course, lees tobacco than 
the king size, all-tobacco cigarettes. It is estimated that all filter 
tip cigarettes increased from 3 percent of the total output in 1953 to 
about 10 percent in 1954 and probably to about 17 percent for calendar 
1955. Unofficial trade reports indicate that by late 1955, filter tip 
cigarettes amounted to at least one-fifth of total output. 

Basic data but not the estimates compiled from reports of the Internal 
Revenue Service and of the United States Department of Commerce. 

During 1956, domestic consumption of cigarettes is expected to con­
tinue to gain. Prospects for continued high levels of economic activity 
and consumer incomes are favorable factors. However, many consumers are 
having to pay higher prices for cigarettes. Twelve of the 41 States tax­
ing cigarettes increased the rate of tax in the last year and beginning 
in 1956, Missouri will levy a cigarette tax. Also, smokers switching to 
filter tip cigarettes pay more per pack. Present Federal law provides for 
a reduction in the Federal tax rate on cigarettes as of April 1, 1956. The 

·present rate of 8 cents per ~ack was placed in effect during the Korean 



';j 
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emergency; November l, 1951. Crigin.al legislation provided that this rate 
revert to 7 cents per pack .. as of Aprii,~l 1, 1954, but amendments twice post­
poned this. Asa~ng the reduction goes into effect on April 1, 1956, and 
is reflected in retail prices, cigai,ette·purchasers would pay 1 cent less 
per pack following that date. Base'd · OO-:pas t experience, changes in aggre­
gate cigarette consumption in response to changes in prices and also income 
have tended to be fairly small. ·. 

Commercial exports of cigarettes during 1955 are estimated to total 
about l~ billion, not much different from 1954. Based on January-October, 
most of the leading foreign outlets ~ok fewer cigarettes. The major off­
setting increases were to France, Venezuela, and numerous other outlets 
not among the top ranking dozen countries specified in table 2. 

Table 2.- Cigarette exports from the United States to leading 
destinations for specified periods 

January-October . . 1955 as 
Country :Ave!'age: 1953 1954 1954 1955 percent-

;1948-52; "};./ "};./ "};./ "};./ age of 
1954 

Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Pet. . .. 
Venezuela 1,181 ·1,411 1,541 1,258 1,423 113 
Tangier-Fr. Morocco 1,551 2,036 1,504 1,180 1,063 90 
Belgium 985 958 848 709 441 62 
Hong Kong 952 948 721 593 692 117 
Sweden 509 838 690 652 600 92 
Panama-Canal Zone 686 833 682 559 500 89 
France 384 692 630 532 781 147 
N. Antilles 1,019 743 544 461 378 82 
Columbia 243 316 530 409 122 30 
Phil. Rep. 4,486 435 503 380 277 73 
W. Germany 274 435 458 361 410 114 
British Malaya : 476 501 438 395 415 105 
·Oth~r countries 2/ :~.6~0 6,10_3 6,3~7 _2,10~ 5, 588 109 

J. - 12,690 101-Total all countries : ~e~~ 16,2~9 15,4~6 12,595 . . 
~/ Preliminary. g?rncludes about 90 to 95 foreign destinations in re-

cent years. 
.:.r 

Compiled frcm publications and records·of· the Buteau of the Census. 

Cigars 

The total tax-paid consumption of cigars in 1955 in the United States 
is estimated at about 6.1 billion--2 percent greater than in 1954 and the 
highest since 1930. The great bulk were ma.de in this country including 
those made in the bonded manufacturing warehouses that use only imported 
tobacco. There has been a substantial rise in the number shipped from 
Puerto Rico in the past 2 years. Imports of readymade cigars, mainly from 
Cuba, increased from 1954 to 1955 but accounted for a very small share of 
total consumption. 

,-



TS-74 - 8 -

Table 3·- Cigars !/: Output and domestic consumption for specified period~ 

Bonded :. From 
Domestic manufac- Imports. for Puerto Total 

factories turing consumption :Rico: Tax-: tax-
Period : w.arehouse s: ; paid with-: paid 

Total 
Tax- Tax- Tax- Total From : drawals con-

output 
paid free paid E. I Cuba :in United : eumptio!l 

:removals:removals: removals States 
Mil. .k!!b. !1!h Mil. Mil. .Mll.:. Mil. Mil. - - -Average: -

1925-29 6,474 6,454 21 28 21.8~0 28.0 166 .• 0 6,866 
1935-39 5,075 5,06o 13 66 192.4 3.0 '27 .4 5,346 
1940-44 5,450 5,282 199 105 93·7 15.3 11.6 5,492 

1945 5,275 4,774 469 82 6o~o 59.8 85.3 5,001 
1946 5,618 5,621 26 125 22'~2- 20.1 ·n.8 5,846 
1947 5,488 5,46o 41 124 12.5 9.1 6.2 5,603 
1948 5,645 5,588 38 ,, -140. '' 11.8 10.3 5.0 5,745 
1949 5,453 ' 5,399 46 142 10.9 10.2 4.6 5,556 

1950 5,399 5,365 47 160 11.9 11.1 ·7 5,538 
1951 5,594 5,518 85 177 14.3 13.0 ·7 5,710 
1952 5,825 5,755 102 ;·196 14.6 12.5 1.9 5,968 
1953 5,915 5,820 '90 205 16.8 13.4 9.9 6,052 
1954 5,818 5,691 90 J./202 16.3 12.3 .49.5 5,959 

1955 j/ 5,860 5,767 87 207 18.0 14.0 83.0 6,075 
~ 

1/ Weighing over 3 pounds per 1,000 and including cigarillos. gj Predominant ehar~ 
of cigar imports prior to World War II came from the Philippine Islands • j/ Prelim-
inary estimate. 

Basic data but not.~ estimates compile'd from reports of the Internal Revenue Service 
and the Bureau of the. Census. ; 

'l'be numbe;p of te.K-:f!:ree cigars in. 1955, at about &7 mU.lienJ dropped. 
a little below a year earlier. Most of the tax-free group are shipped for 
overseas use of United States personnel. Commercial exports of cigars are 
comparatively small, totaling 8 1/4 million in 1954 and probably around 6 
million in 1955. 

In view of the prospective continuation of favorable consumer incomes, 
the consumption of cigars in this country during 1956 seems likely to shoW 
some further gain. According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, indexes 
of manufacturers' prices for four categories of cigars have risen very 
moderately in the past several years. In October 1955, the prices of 
popular-priced, medium-priced, and high-priced cigars were only 4 to 7 3/4 
percent above the 1947-49 average while the_price for the low-priced group 
increased less than 1 percent. 
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During the first three-fourths of 1955, the indicated sales of cigars 
priced from ·4.1 to 8,0 cents apiece at retail constituted about 48 percent 
of the total and those priced from 8.1 to 15.0 cents, nearly 42 percent of 
the total. The number in the 4.1-to-8.0 cent group was about 2.6 percent 
greater than in the corresponding period of 1954 and the number in the 8.l~ . ·· 
to-15-cent group increased le 7 percent. The number of cigars selling for ··' 
more than 15 cents apiece during January-September 1955 was L2 percent . ' 
larger than for those months in 1954. 

Smoking Tobacco 

The 1955 output of s~oking tobacco for pipes and roll-your-own 
cigarettes probably totaled near 82 million pounds--roughly 1 3/4 million 
po~;..tlds less than in 1954. The 1955 output is over 25 million pounds less 
than in 1950 when the post·war decline for smok~g tobacco began. Beginning 
with the fou=th quar·cer of 1954 through mid-1955, the output of smoking 
tobacco was running ahead of that in the corresponding period of a year 
earlier, but ·$.gain turned downward i11 the thi:~d qns.r'Ger of 19.55 .. 

Table 4.- Output of manufactured tobacco in the United States 
for specified periods 

t I Che~--;-1 T:.g 
Period :sm6id.ng : ---,..i..."1e~ : 

Total Snuff 
: : Plug Twist c-u.t : Sc!'ap 

~ 

:Milo l~c Mil~ lb~ Milo lb!) Mil. lbo Mile lb~ Milo lb, NiL lb" 

Average 
1935-39 : 195~3 56,8 6.,0 4{.8 4J,8 111.4 3?~3 
1940-44 176"2 54~8 ,; 6.0 4o6 47,9 llJeJ 40e7 

1945 168¢5 59.7 6o7 4.0 47e? 118.1 43~8 
1946 106c4· ·51.8 5.8 3o8 46 .. 1 107 .. 5 39~4 
1947 : 104~7 47 .. 3 5.2 3.8 42.2 98.5 39.2 
1948 107c6 45o3 5.6 3Q2 42.1 96.2 40.8 
1949 108.,1 4lo9 5o6 2G8 39 .. 6 89.9 40.9 

:) ·r . 

1950 :; 107 ~ 7 40,,3 5.5 2.7 39.0 87 .. 5 40e0 
1951 : 10lo3 39~9 4c6 2a8 39ol 86.4 39o5 
1952 96~8 39Ql 4.8 2o8 38o2 84o9 38.8 
1953 86"6 38,1 4.7 2.9 38~1 83.8 39.1 
19.54 83~7 37o0 4.9 3~0 36o6 81.5 38.5 
19.55 y' 82.0 35.~ 4.6 3.0 36.4 79.5 39.0 

·' : 
~ Preliminary estimate. 
asic data 'but not the estimates compiled from reports of the Internal 

Revenue Service •'' 

The decrease in roll-your-otin cigarette tobaccos probably accounted 
for most of thedrop in the smoking tobacco total. Pipe tobacco volume 
probably has not fallen much in the last year or two. 

According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics index, manufacturers' 
prices of smoking tobacco increased only about 3 percent in the past 4 
years. 

. ( 
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Nearly all of the nbove-me'dtioned output ·of smoking: tobacco is 
consumed domestically. During ~anuary-October 1955, expo~ts of packaged 
smoking tobacco totaled practic~lly the same as in 1955 a~d f~r the year 
as a whole, probably will be hear the 572,000 pounds exported in 1954. 
Smoking tobacco used by ·ovh•seas'' troops, probably ranging bett..reen 1 and 
2 million pounds a1mually in the last 5 years, has undoubtedly declined 
as troops were returned. · 

Manufactured smoking tobacco in bulk form is now exported i~. 
sizable quantities from this country. Much of this is not included.in 
the above-specified total output. The census classification of bulk 
smoking tobacco includes especially prepared cigarette tobacco, cu~ or 
granulated"·tobacco,_ p~rtially blende~~t~~acco.f and shredded tobacco. 
Fxports of bulk smoking tobacco jumped .from 1 1/2 million pounds annually 
in 194?~50 to about 4'.·2/3 milliorf1.t1)19$.3. and again in 1954. In the 
first 10 months of- 1955, exports o'f ·:bul~ smoking tobacco reached nearly 
5 1/3 million pounds. · The total for the year as a whole appears certain 
to exceed 6 million pounds. Leading destinations are Spain, Philippine 
Republic, Australia, Mexico, Dominican Republic, Haiti, Panama, and 
Boliviae . 

. ·, 

Chewing Tobacco 

The 1955 output of chewing tobacco is e~timated at 79 1/2 million 
pounds--2 l/2~percent less tban:in 1954. Use of chewing tobacco is likely 
to continue to'decline in 1956 and the years ahead. Total output has 
fallen at an average annual rate of about 3 percent since 1946~ 

Manufacturers' prices (including excise tax) of plug cheWing 
··-tobacco after remaining virtually constant since 1946 declined slightly 

in the third quarter of 1955, 

.,. Pl,:Ug and scrap chewihg tobacco in almost equal' proportions account 

.• for about' nine-tehths of total chewing tobacco and twist and fine-cut, 
· for the other one-tenth. 

The great bulk of the output is consumed in this country. During 
'January-October 1955, exports of chewing tobacco were nearly one-fourth 

lo1.ver than in the same months of 1954 and for the year as a whole, will 
·probably total around 1 1/2 million pounds, the smallest in 4 yearso 
Exported· chewing tobacco is principally plug and twist. Australia and 

· the Philippine Republic are· the two principal. foreign outlets. 

Snuff 

The 1955 output of snuff is estimated at near 39 million pounds-­
about one-half million more than in 1954. Approximately the same volume 
is likely in 1956. Output of snuff in the past 10 years has been com­
paratively stable although it eased some from the postwar high reached 
'in 1949 to the low in 1954. 

Practically all the snuff output is consumed in this country. 
,Exports amount to something less than 35,000 pounds. 
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According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics data, manufacturers 
advanced snuff prices 2.2 percent between July and August of this year~ 
the only change reflected in the BLS index of snuff prices since 195lo 

EXPORTS OF UNNANUFACTURED TOBACCO FROM THE UNITED STATES ]/ 

The 1955 calendar year exports of tobacco are estimated at approxi­
mately 525 million pounds--declared weight--compared with 454 million in 
1954; The shipment of quantities purchased by countries under the foreign 
currency sales program contributed significantly to the increase. Also, 
prospects for 1956 are enhanced by likelihood of additional sales for 
foreign currencies. Legislation in the 1955 session of Congress enlarged 
the authority. Qnder Public Law 480, Title I, program through June 30, 
1957a Du~ing t~e first 10 months of 1955, there were substantial in­
creases· in t!1e. exports cf t::manufactiured tobc:.cco to the United Kingdom, 
Germany~ Belgimn~ and Aus~ra2ia--four of the ~~a~ing outlets< Netherlands 
took less but,more went to t~e Philippine Republic L>d several other im­
portant outlets~ (See table 5o) 

· On a marketing year basis, the 1955-56 exports of tobacco are 
expected to b~ near 530 m:Lllicn pounds (around 600 million pounds-­
farm-sales we,;:..ght)--15 pe:>:>cant or more 2.bove each of the previous 2 years 
and the largest since t.he innediate post~-.rar pe7.i.od. Factors other than 
the Public Law 480 program that are favoring tob~cco exports are the 
considerably better gold and dollar reserve position for some cou_~tries 

than 2 or 3 Y.e~s ago, the continuing high levels of economic activity 
in many countries, and the increa.sing consumption of cigarettes abroad, 
m~~y of which use high percentages of United States leaf. 

The supplies of United States tobacco are lm'ge and especially 
so for the flue-cured types Which usually constitute about four-fifths 
of total tobacco exportso The 1955 flue-cured crop of Southern Rhodesia, 
at about 121 million pounds, equaled the record 1954 crop but that for 
India at 119 million pounds was down 8 percento The 1955 flue-cured 
acreage in Canada was cut 21 percent from last year's record and the 
crop estimated at 122 million pounds' is down about 30.pe~cent. A suc­
cession of drought, heavy rain, and excessive heat and then severe frost 
ser~ously affected the Canadian crop. However, the 1955 production of -~1 
flue-cured in the 3 countries--totaling about 361 million pounds--was 
40 percent above the 1947-51 average. Southern Rhodesian growers are 
being urged to raise 140 million pounds in the 1955-56 season. Flue­
cured production has also been increasing elsewhere in the world. 

The substantial expansion abroad in the past few years means United 
States growers are facing increasing competition for overseas marketse 
The Southern Rhodesian flue-cured brought an equivalent of 47.3 cents per 
pound at 1955 auctions--5 1/2 percent above the 1954 level. No price 
data are yet available on the 1955 Canadian crop. 

The production of oriental types increased substantially from 
1954 to 1955. Production of tobacco in Turkey at 259 million pounds and 
in Greece at 170 million pounds were 20 and 14 percent larger, respec­
tively, than a year earlier. 

1/ Quantities of tQbacco in this section are stated in terms of export 
weight, which is less than the equivalent farm-sales weight. 
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Table 5.--United states exports of unmanufactured tobacco, to principal 
importing,·countries., by types, for specified periods 

(Declared weight) 
: Janua:2-october 

Country. :.A - 'A . : 1953 
. 

1954 : I 11955 as verage verage • 
and 11934-38 11948-52 1 y = y : 1954 t 1955 tpercent-

type. : : : I : t./ : "}:/ t age of .. 1954 . • • f .;. : : : 
.... :Nillion Million Million Million Million Million 
·:: .: po~nds pounds pounds pounds pounds pounds Percent. 

'•: . 
Flue-cured 

.• . - r : 
444.3 374118 . ~t :'J24e9 37l~t9 289~3 361,5 125 ., 

Burley ' ~ •; 11.6 29~7 25,0 29.6 25~8 24~3 94 ' 

Maryland . 5,5 7.,·2 8.2 8.7 6o6 6o4, . 97 
.J 

va. fire-cured 
5.5 

:) 

and sun-cured 9~7 4.3 4.0 2~9 .3"1 107 ,-

Kyo & Tezi~o 
53.,7 24.,7 19~5 17.8 fire-ciJred I 20~9 17.8 100 

One Sucker o7 3.0 1.0 o9 .8 1,7 212 
Green R;l.;v:~r, 3o0 1.9 1.8 2.1 1.9 1,8 95 
Black Fat, etc. 9.0 4.3 3e9 4.5 3.5 4.4 126 
Cigar wrapper ) ) 3 .. 9 3r~4 2.,6 3.5 135 
Cigar binder . )lo3 )9.9 3.1 lg.7 1.3 1.3 100 
Cigar filler ) ) o6 .• 2 .1 o2 200 
Perique . ol ol .1 ol 2/ Ill ---. 
stems, trimmings;: -

and scrap . : 17.8 6.0 3o0 2,7 2,4 2,7 112 
: ,, 

TG'tal : 437.3 464,.2 518o7 453c6 355.,0 428o8 121 
:= 

country of-·· · : '' 

destination: · 
'' ' : '', -

United Kingdom · 213.9· l49ol 179.7 150.0 120,4 154.3 128' 1 

France : 21.0 8,.3 4.7 12,6 10.1 61\2 61 
Belgiwn l5o5 '21,9 12,6 12.,,5 7.6 20.,0 263 
Netherlands - 15.6 30.0: J8.1 38.1 28,1 20o7 74 
Germany, Wt.&·E• 12.8 64.5 '' 71.9,, 43o4 36,0 52o.3 145 
Portugal 4.8 . 8.3 .6'.,9· 7.4 6.,8 6.5 96 'I 

Denmark 4,6 11,.0: .. 11,-8 9o6 8.0 8.2 102 
Ireland 7.4 l7o8 17.5 -14.1 12.4 9.9 80 
Switzerland 3"8 12.7 11.9 11.7 8.,8 7.3 83 
Norway 4.7 8,1 7.4 7o6 5.5 6.1 111 
Sweden 7.2 ll'o7 10.2 9·.6 6.8 6.7 126 
Italy . ' 1,1 . 2'.,9•- 5.6 3.9 3.9 4.3 110 
Hong Kong· 48.2 :·6.h 4.1 3.5 3~0 3.3 110 ~ . ~ ' 

.Australia 18o4 20.2 26.7 28,2 13.8 19.8 143 \: 

India-Pakistan 2,6 6.9 2.9 3.5 3.3 5.3 161 
New Zealand 2.5 5.8 5.8 6.6 6.6 7.1 108 
Philippine Rep. 1.2 13.5 20.9 19.5 13.1 15.7 120 
Indonesia 2,0 8c6 13.0 10.3 9 • .3. 6.9 74 
other countries 50o0 56.5 67.0 61.5 51.5 66;2 129 . ; 

J '' 

'J:.Otal : 437,3 464.2 Sl8o7 453.6 355.0 428.8. 121 
i/ Preliminary. 2/ Less tha~ 50,000 pounds, · 
Compiled from publications and records of the Bureau of the Census. 
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British Tobacco Situation f' ' 

-- 1 

British home consumption of tobacco will probably be about as 
much in 1955 as the 233 million pounds in 1954 when it was second only 
to the record 250 million pounds in 1946. During the first three-fourths 
of 1955, domestic consumption totaled practically the same as in 1954. 
However, exports of manufactured tobacco products in 1955 are expected to 
exceed those in 1954. In the first 10 months of 1955, exports of manu­
factured tobacco at over 37 million pounds were almost 9 percent abov~ 
those in the same period of 1954. Approximately 94 percent of these 
exports was cigarettes. During the first three-fourths of 1955, exports 
of cigarettes increased to Singapore, Malaya, West Germany, Gold Coast, 
r , 
I •' "1 ' 

.:,;w 0 Table 6.- United Kingdom tobacco: Imports, stocks, clearances, 
. '. ~ and exports f~_specified periods -

In::;eor~ -1/ Gross clearar.ces 
'i · • ,,. • Prom ·· !·f I fr'2E._b_9nd 3/ _:Exports :Re-exports _ · · · Fro!ll · '" · · ' ' 

Period ·::United·~ Cml'Jlon- ~ :Stocks : Non- 'Prefer- : :of manu-:of unmanu-
· ·ls ... :·wealth Total :Dec. 31 :prefer-: :factured: factured ential: Total ta.Jes ential: :tobacco tobacco : -2; : coun- : y 

.:1'.-t.- : trie_s 2( 2' 
!>1il. Ivlil. Mil. !Ylil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. 
lb. lb. lb. 1.b. lb. lb. ~b. lb. lb. - -Average t . t d\< 

1934-38: ·: 213 57 275 497 195 47 232 39 12 
1939-45 ,-! 182 63 255 310 215 62 277 27- 5 

1946 366 62 433] 383 261 61 322 55 7 
1947 201 82 296 384 235 57 292 52 1 
1948 172 97 2e1 390 204 67 271 45 1 
1949 154 119 302 419 190 81 271 47 2 
1950 144 146 306 445 180 91 271 43 4 

1951 ' . 212 131 355 498 183 104 287 51- 7 . 
1952 67 143 224 430 172 108 28o -~ .47 12 
1953 174 1')7 31..6 452 167 116 233 _45 9 '-'-• 

1954 4/ 160 139 3l2 468 168 122 290 41 4 
: 

Jan. -Oct .i: 
1953 -·. 129 104 244 2/419 ~125 ~86 ~211 38 8 
1954 ~ 106 113 229 2/409 ~123 /91 ~214 34 3 
1955 !±./ 128 132 272 2/454 _/127 £/91 §/218 37 4 

Y Unma~uf,actured tobacco. g) Since 1946 the· full duty rate on tobacco from the 
United States and other nonpreferential areas has been about 3 percent above the pre­
ferentia:l rate on tobacco from Commonwealth areas. In the prewar period, the full 
duty rate was over 25 percent above the preferential rate. Jl Largely withdrawals 
~or manufactures tor home use and export. ~Subject to revision. ~ Sept. 30. 
§.1 January-Sept. 

Compiled from the Annual Statement of Trade and Accounts Relating to Trade and 
~igation 2£. the United Kingdom. - - ----

::. n 
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Belgian Congo, Hong Kong, New Zealand, Aden, and Saudi Arabia--9 of the 
top 10 outle~s. Exports of cigarettes to Australia, the fifth ranking 
outlet, co~tinue to fall off. These 10 outlets took about 72 percent of 
the total •... ';rhe other 28 percent went to numerous other destinations • 

• ] - d : 

Gras~ c~rances o~ tobacco from bond, which are indicative of the 
quantity gping for home use a~d exports on a combined basis, were 2 per­
cent larger in January-Se:ptemb.·er 1955 than in the same months of 1954. 
In the first 8 months of 1955, gross clearances' of United States flue­
cured inc,r~a~ed 3 1/3 perc~nt over the s~e period of a year earlier. 
Comparing the same two periods, gross clearances of Southern Rhodesian 
and Canadian flue-cured each increased a little less than six-tenths of 
1 percent but Indian flue-cured increased 9 2/3 percent. Also, there 
were slight increases·in gross c~ar~nces of ~~kis~ ~nd Greek oriental 
tobacco but declines in Indian and Nyasaland air- a~d sun-cured, Gross 
cleara~p~s of Nyasaland fire-cured held even with those in the comparable 
period of 1954. 

• ' ) ~ i 

British imports of unmanufactured·tobaccq during January-October 
1955 at 272 million poun~s were 19 percent larger. than in the correspond­
ing months of 1954. Over nine-tenths of .. total imports was flue-cured 
tobacco. Tobacco imports from the United States were about 21 percent 
higher; from Canada, 73 percent h~gher; from Rhodesia and Nyasaland, 
9 percent higher; but frqm Indi~,, nearly 5 percent lower. 

- .. ' . . 

~t .. 
. ... . ~ --

Stocks of tobacco in the· United Kingdom, at the end of September 
1955 totaled 454. milliqn pounds--11 percent above a year earlier. At t4e 
end of August 1955, total stocks were 4 36 million pounds, of which 178 mil·· 
lion pounds we~e United State~ flue-c~ed. Stocks of U~ited States flue­
cured were 19 percentc.above a year earlier and nearly i4 percent above ·. · 
2 years earlie~~ The 1August 31 stocks of Sou~hern Rhodesian flue-curea·. ·· 
at nearly 95 mi]lion pounds were 11 p~rcent above a year earlier and ; 
about 14 percent above 2 years earlier. Stoc~s of Indi~n flue-cured att 
59 million pounds were only 1 to 2 million above those'on the sgme date' 
in 1954 and 1953. Ho~~ver, stocks of Canadian flue-cured at nearly 
47 million po~ds on 1.\'!;lgust 31 .rose .~4 million pounds ~~bove w~~;~:t they -' 
were on that date in .~~ch of the ~receding 2 years.' British ~tocks of 
Nyasaland fire-cured at 12.4 million pounds were one-fifth lower than a 
year earlier. · 

Stocks of Nyas~~d and Indian air- anq .sun-cur~d and also of 
Gree1c tobacco dec~ine,&•'from August 31, 1954, ~o August 31, 1955, but 
there· was an inCrease in stocks of TUrkish tob~co. 

~~. ¥ ... ----· 

: ~ I , 

UNITED STA~S IMPORTS AND STOCKS OF.FPREIGN GROWN TOBACCO 2/ 
',t ,-.-~ 

r co 
• ·' .... . -~ .. f '-) l l ' • ("". • ) 

Imports of, f-oreign grown tobac~q.,~~to the United Sta.tes''during 
1955 may top the record volume import~d in 1954. During ti:ie':lf'irst three­
fourths of 1955, total imports were -3 percent above those in'.'the same 

'.ll 

gj Imports of tobacco for cons\Jl!lption are on a declared-weight basis 
and st~aka are on an unstemmed-equivalent basis. 
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Table 7.--United states imports for consumption of unmanufactured tobacco, .. 

from principal supplying countries, for specified periods 

---- ---- --~(._D_eclared weigh_t~..) ___ ---- --~--
: : : Janua~r-september 

Classification 
and country 
qf origin 

1A verage 1A verage 1 19.53 : 19.54 : : : 1955 
!.1934-38:.1948-.52: !/ : y 19.54 : 195.5 :as per-• • y : 1/ s centage 

--~- ----' : t : - :of 195'4 

Cigarette·leaf·· 
unstemmed 
TifPRey 
Greece 
Syria 
Italy 
Malta 
Yugoslavia 

Total!_/ 

Cigar leaf (filler) 
Cuba 
stemmed 
unstemmed 

Philippines, Rep. 
Stemmed 
unstemme~ . ' 

Total!_/ 

Scrap ..... 
Cuba 
Philippines, Rep. 

.·' Total y 

:Million Million Million Million Million Million 
:pounds pounds pounds pounds pounds pounds Percent 

1892 
' 18,.8 

..5 
4.7 

.1 
t 0 

: 

44.0 
9..5 
4.0 

.6 

.1 

.2 

_56,.9 
14e3 

3o3 
1.2 

,3 
1.4 

.56.0 
15.6 
2.9 
1.9 

,2 
2.3 

7.1 10.9 9.7 9.1 
4ol 4.0 4o4 4.7 

42 • .5 
11.8 
2.3 
lo4 

,.2 
1.7 

43.3 
13.4 
1.9 
1.2 

.2 
2.7 

60.2 63.0 ===== 

6.8 
4.4 

~11 :~ ~i6 ~~ ~I ~ 
11,.3 15.6 14~8 14.0 10,8 11.3 ,===== ==== ==== ==== 

5.6 
o4 

8 .. 9 
2.3 

6.9 
.8 

102 
114 

83 
86 

100 
159 

105 

96 
122 

95 
73 

b,l 6~0 llo2 11.1 8.4 7.7 92 
:====== ==== ==== ====== 

C~gar wrapper (unst.)= 
Ind.onesia : 5/1o9 .4 .s .3 

.4 Cuba s - .2 

~ ),' otal .!_/ 

Tota~ imports ~/ 

·-~-- ...--...--- .----..:--- ---.---2ol 1.1 e9 .9 e7 ====== ===== ====== 
94.0 105~4 106.4 ' 81.0 

.3 100 

.4 100 

.1 10d 

103 
!j· Preliminary. 2/' Includes relatively small quantities from other , 

countries not separately listed. 3/ Reported as leaf in 1934-35 and as ~crap 
in 1936-38~ ~Less than _50,000 poundsi .5/ From Netherlands Indies or' 
Netherlands. o/ Includes tobacco stems, not cut, ground, or pulverized, not 
shown separate1y, 

Compiled from publications and records of the Bureau of the Census. 
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period of 1954. C·igarette leaf· imports were up 4 2/3 per~ent, with increases 
in that coming from Turkey, Greece, and Yugoslavia more t~an offsetting the 
decreases ill. that rece.ived frQm Syria and Italy,. Stocks <!If foreign grown 
cigarette-··and smoking .tobacco ;(mainly oriental types) in the United States 
on Octobe~ 1 totaled 153 ~/2.~illion pounds--nearly J percent above a year 
earlie:r:1 but li :percent b.~J.:ow· 2· years earlier. · , 

- J... ' t ' ; 

-rm~o:#t~- .9.f c~g~r:-·f.~l.er -and .s,crap constitute thk m~jor proportion 
of the nonciga~~'t,M _tob,~dc~ · 'inii)ort~, and the predominant·· ~hare comes from 
Cuba, The J anaa·ry.:.:septemb'er C:J,._955 ilip~rts of unstemmed .ttu.~.~-;;~ increased, 
but imports of ste~med filler and scrap declined some. Stocks· of Cuban 
tobacco in the United States on Octob~r 1 were 16e8 million pounds--11 
percent ,~lpove a:X~~r ear~i'1r when>~ey. we:;~ at their .lowe~t Octob~r level '"l' .r 
for several yeavs •. •lmports of Phil~ppme $-crap contmued.-~:00 decl~ne ~from ·''":··~•x 
1954 to 1955 and'on October 1, stocks of Philippine tobab6~ at 859,000· 
pounds \fere the sm.allest for:, that date since 1951. :. ' 

. ,J! 

Imports of cigar w~~~}per from Indonesia and Cuba duril1g' January­
September 1955 were about even with those in the same months of 1954. 
Stocks of SUmatra and Java tobacco in the ._United States .. @ Ootober· 1 at · 
about one quarter :O.La ~iillion poUI?-ds .wer~- the lowest o:ntre:cord for· Octobe:tt.;·· 

'\ 

OUTLOOK AND SITUATION FO~ TOBACCO LEAF . ' 

,, 

r J 
' ~. 

F~lue-Cured, Types. 11-14 
. ,( 

I'"' • ; ... '~ 

Prices 
-

The-19% auetion market seas'on average price ·..for gross sales (in-
'-' ,. 

cluding reaa;J,..es) wa~.x-52 cent~ per po)lrld-practic.ally tge ·~.~!fie as in each '': 
of the laat. two seaSQns--although there was some Variation· by belts, 
Marketings were nearly completed by the end of December in the Old Belt--
the last.-ma~kets to;_qlose,, The overall average prices in~ the. Georgia- .1:1 

Florida ::BeLt and Middle Be::tt were near thGse of the pre~ditl~: se.ason whil~ ... ·· 1 ~ 
averagE?Ft·· ·in~-~order..:.~~i(· and .. q:fft_.Se_~~ ... ~~ ab()_ye __ ~y2.?-!' .. ·~~ll:er. The ~ ,, 
Old Bert avexagE1 'ptic.e t.w:as ... t® . .-:.lb_:i,.<g}].~§t·o~ .. ;recortl.-· In the~ Eastern Belti:. thre1' 
average price' was some lowe'r than in 1954' 'anCi-tE'e se·ccrri<f"·!Owest in 6 years. 
In both Georgia-Florida (type 14) and South Carelina-Border North. ~arolin9:,,., ·:f 
(type 13)-1 genSPally quality w~ bette~t.than ~ the 1954 season and quanti-·, 
ties marketed set new records. The vol,lwue in th.e E~steirii North Carolina I 

markets (tYQ~. 12) W?S only slightly above_ the·· record 1951 total ahd the ,• 
quantities marketed in the Middle and-Old Belts_(types,l~ (b) and 11 (a)) 
were th~ largest in -3 years-. In type "12·; ~ I3, and 14 rrra:.r,kets, many ~~ividual 
grade prices, especially.the higher~pricea·ones, were low,er than a year 
earlier while some of the medium-p:riced gr~q.es brought_JD-_9reased !?rices • ,. 
In the type 11 (a) and 11 (b) markets, -a simila~ pattern .. _ was il'idica~ed ex­
cept that a'larg~r number of the medium-to•lower-priced grades brought, 
prices above those of a year earlier. · ·.~ · · '· · 

,.. -~I \ ' ' I ' 
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Table 8.- Flue-cured tobacco: Average price per pound and percentage 
comparisons by Belt, 1947-55 

Marketing: Old Belt :Middle Belt: Eastern Border Ga. -Fla. All 
season :type ll(a): type ll(b): N. C. Belt type 14 Belts 

: · --Lmu2 t;'ill~ l3 
Cents Cents. Cents Cents Cents . Cents 
per per ., per per :per per 

;EOund pound pound pound II&' . J20und J20und 

1947 38.1 42.2 43.0 41.9 ,. 37.8 41.1 
1948 49.2 50.1 49.3 50·5 47.2 . 49.4 
1949 45.5 47.7 48.8 ,, 48.9 40.1 46.9 
1950 53.4 56.2 56.5 55.4 48.1 54.6 

1951 50.4 53.8 55.1 51.9 46.3 52.2 
1952 48.4 49.4 50.5 51.9 49.2 50.1 
1953 ... 42.0 47.0 57.1 56.7. 51.1 52-5 
1954 :c: 52.0 52.3 54.7 51.3 46.5; 52.1 
1955 "};./ _g/53.8 52.6 52.3 .} 53.6 46.5 52.2 

Price for each type as percentage of price 
for all types combined . Pet. Pet. Pet. Pet. Pet. Pet . . 

' 
1947 92.7 . '· 102.7 104.6 101.9 92.0 100.0 
1948 . : 99.6 101.4 99.8 102.2 95·5 100.0 
1949 97.0 101.7 104.1 104.3 85.5 100.0 
1950 97.8 102.9 103.5 101.5 88.1 100.0 

. ' 

1951 96.6 103.1 105.6 99.4 88.7 100.0 
1952 96.6 98.6 100.8 103.6 98.2 100.0 
1953 'I...' 8o.o 89.5 108.8 108.0 97.3 100.0 
1954 99.8 100.4 105.0 98.3 89.3 100.0 
1955 103.1 100.8 100.2 102.7 89.1 100.0 

-· 

1/ Preliminary. :--
~/ For sales through December. Marketings are practically completed 

but sales on one market will be held on January 10 and 11. ·;'_._ 

The quantity of flue-cured placed under loan in the 1955 season 
totaled about 298 million :pounds--about one-fifth of the crop--and was 
greater than in any previous season. In the 1954 season, tne proportion 
was one-tenth of the crop. In the type 12, 13, and 14 mar~ets, substan­
tially greater quantities were :placed under loan than in ariy previous 
season but in the ll(a) markets, less went under loan tban in any previous 
year except 1949. In the ll(b) markets, the loan volume was th~ second 
largest for any postwar year but did not exceed other years nearly-as 
much as for types 12, 13, and 14. · 

.~.. t .. 

.:·' 

. ' 
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The price support level for the 1956 crop will be 90 percent of parit1, 
The base price for calculattng the l956 :t'1ue-cu:red peri ty ;rill be almost u.n­
cbanged and if the pe,n.ty :Lu.dex (prices paid by f'e,rmers for commodities, 
interest, taxes> ana war;es) continues near the current level, the 1956 sup­
port leve}_ would be slightly below the 48. 3 cente per pou."ld in effect for the 
1955 cro-p season, USDA has announced tba.t it plans to dis,count fiD-:/ 11;pale 
and slick" tobaccos the.t may be offered for loan in the 1956 season.· 

Table 9.- Flue-c~re~ -tobacco: Volume of groes sales (includeE resaJ.es) 
and percentage diatr~oution ~y belt: 1947-55 

-· 
MarketiEg: Old Belt Miud::.e Belt Eastern Border Ga.. -Fla. All 

N. C. Belt season type ll(a) type ll(b) type 12 type 13 type 14 belts 

Mil. lbs. M:!..l. ros. flkl. :~s. MiL.l"!:iSl. MiT:-los. .rva1. lbs. -
1947 278 176 483 2.'9 171 1,40? 
1948 256 157 392 258 134 1,19? 
1949 243 13? 406 283 155 1,224 

1950 315 l71 448 302 142 1,378 
1951 312 187 527 357 192 1,575 
1952 328 177 488 333 188 1,506 
1953 254 138 480 348 192 1,~412 
1954 288 161 522 309 188 1,468 
1955 y y31o 170 528 371 212 1,591 

Percenta~e~t2tal 
Pet, Pet. Pet. Pet. Pet. ~ 

1947 19.8 12.5 34.3 21.2 12.2 100.0 
1948 2L4 13.1 32.7 21.6 11.2 100.0 
1949 19.8 11.2 33.2 23.1 12.7 100.0 

1950 22.9 12.4 32.5 21.9 10.3 100.0 
1951 19.8 11.9 33.4 22.7 12.2 100.0 
1952 21.8 11.8 32.1} 22.1 11.9 100.0 
1953 18.0 9.8 34.0 24.6 13.6 100.0 
1954 19.6 lLO 35.6 21.0 12.8 100.0 
1955 19.5 10.7 33.2 23·3 13·3 100.0 

];/ Preliminary, g;-...sales through December. One market will be open on January 
10 or 11. 

Supplies 

The 1955-56 total supply of flue-cured tobacco is a record 3;560 mil­
lion pounds--10 percent larger than for 1954-55· The 1955 crop at 1,504 mil­
lion pounds exceeded the 1954 crop ~y 14 percent despite a 5 percent cut in 
acreage allotments a~d harvested acreage. Average yiel~s per acre for the 
entire flue-cured area were 20 percent above :o5t~ c...'ld nea:::-ly one-&ixth above 
the previous record high of 1950. Yiel~s averaged a record high in each of 
the major producing areas, exceeding the 1944-53 averages by 20 percent for 
type 11 and 30-33 percent for the other types. The carryover at the outset 
of 1955-56 was 2,056 million pounds--up 7 percent from a year earlier. 
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: 
:- . :Placed under Government Ioan: Remaining in . 
: Parity . Price : :- : Government loan . Percentage 
: price 1/ :support : Quantity : of crop : stocks on . level :November 30!1955 ~/ . 
: ct. ct. Mil. lb. Pcto Milo lbo 
: 

1946 ......... : 35.1 32.1 66.5 4.9 0 
1947 ......... : 44.4 4o.o 232.3 17.6 0 
1948 ·········= 48.8 43.9 106.1 9~7 0 
1949 .......•• : 47.2 42.5 103.5 9.3 0 
1950 •.....••• : 50.0 45.0 77.6 6.2 0 

1951 ......... : 56.3 50.7 142.2 9.8 19.0 
1952 ......... : 56.2 50.6 5/165.0 12.1 53.6 
1953 ......... : 53.2 47.9 - 151.4 11.9 123.4 
1954 . 53.2 47.9 130.3 9.~ no.6 . . . . . . . . . . 
1955 . 53.7 48.3 2/298.0 l9o ~/285.9 . . . . . . . . . . -. . 

Total 2_/ • •t 1,472.9 592.5 

1/ Year beginning July 1. 2/ Subject to revision. 3/ As of applicable date when 
support level was computed. 4/ Actual loan stocks on ii packed-weight basis average 
about ll percent less than these farm-sales weight figures. 5/ An additional 
78.4 million pounds under option to British manufacturers were pledged for CCC 
loans, but were purchased and shipped by mid-1953. 6/ All 1955 crop loans not 
reported by November 30. *Auction average price. -
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The 1956 ma:r-kethJ.g quota a.nnoun.~ed in early July results in an 
acreage allotment totaling about 889,000 acres compared with 1,007,100 
acres allotvej i~ 1955. Tbis amounts to a reduction of about 12 percent 
for most farms. If yields per acre approxima·te tJ::e 1953-55 average of 
1,,341 :poun::ls 11er acre, this acreage would produce a cro:p of about 
1;190 million ,pou::::.ds; but if yields should average as :nucb. as 1J500 pounds 
per acre (~pproxL~avely as w~~h as in 1955), tbie acreage would produce 
about 1_,335 million poun:ts. Carryover on July 1, 19.56, J.s expected to be 
about 2,280 m:Lllion pm.mds--over one-tenth larger than in mid-1955. '::hus 
total supply for 1956-57 might range from 3,470 to 3,615 mil:i.ion pounds, 
with 1956 acreage allotx:,ents e.s they now stand. In view of this prospect 
for very large s~rpl~es again next year, several leaders in the flue­
cured area have indicated they believe a furthe~ cut is needed in the 
1956 flue-cured allotment. This would require legh;la-t:ive action by 
Congress and another referendum of growers early in 1956 in order to be 
ahead of growers' preparations for planting th~ 195~ crop. 

Domest:!.c Use ar.d ~arts 

In the current market~ng year (July 1955-June 1956), the domestic 
use of flue-cured may ~pproach 780 million pounds com~ared with 744 mil­
lion in 1954-55, when it was the smallest in 5 years. 

E.x;ports of flue-cured durir.g 1955-56 may be over 500 million 
pounds (farm.-sales-weight)--roughly one-sixth greater than. in each of the 
previous 2 years anC. the largest s:.nce the immediate :postwar year, 1946-47. 
Foreign curre4cy sales are a major factor increasing the 1955-56 exports 
of flue-cured. During July-October 1955, flue-c~red exports were 38 per­
cent. larger ~han i:1 the same period of 1954. The top ranking importer, 
the United Kingdom, took 31 percent more ana Germany, ranking second, 
took over twice as :much as tee lower than usual shipments in the same 
4 months of. last year. Australia, ranking third, got 62 percent more and 
Belgium, ranking fourth, got over 3 3/4 times as much as the relatively 
small amount in the corresponding period of a year ea:::lier. However·' 
Ireland and Netherlands~ ra~~ing fifth and sixth, took 30 and 24 percent 
less, respectively. Other important f.or~ign outlets that got more in the 
fi~st third of the 1955-56 marketing year than i~ the came period of 
1954-55 were Sweden, Philip];llne Republic, Japan; Thailand, Eg~lJ?"G,, Norway, 
Indonesia.; Fir:J.and, S:pain, Austria,, and Indochir..a. Thera were slight to 
moderate declines in flue-cured going to Denmart, New Zealand, Portugal, 
and Hong Kong a~d sharply less to France and India. Pakistan and 
Switzerland got about the same as in July-October a year earlier. 

Burley, Type 31 · 

Burley auction markets began on November 28 and by December 19) 
gross sales (including resales) totaled ebout 358 million pounds at a~ 
average price of 58 l/2 cents per pounda Prices averaged almost 14 per­
cent more than in the comparable period of 1954. ~~rkets are closed for 
the holiday period !rom December 22 tb.:rough January 2. 
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The G.JVBr·lJ.I.Jnt sup'Jort bv-el is L6.2 cefl~3 per ~~uund--on0-fi..i't.1 of 
a cant lower than for the 1954 crop. 'l'he b~rley placed under Government. 
loan in the 1955 season t:l.!'Oclf,h December 16 totaled 60 millhm oounds ... -
about 18 percent of deliveri8S to 1n.n.rket. '.('his compares ;-Jith 30 percent 
of the much larger volume marlc:etcd :Ln about ~,he same period of las·b year, 
Of the entire 1954 crop, close ·bu one-t-hird wenb under loan. 

\Then markd;lng quotas are in e:i'ect on burley, price ::;upport a~ 
90 percent of parity is mandatory'" Burley growers will vote on December 29 
as to vmether or not they favor mar~:et~ng quotas on the next three :C':r"ops. 
If marl;:eting quotas are rejected) no Government price s1;.pport -viii'l ,)ie> avail­
able for the 1956 b11rley cropG Based on the recent lev~l of tl'ie··-;P.aPity 
index and the probable adjusted base price for comouting the 1956·1-bll.rley 
parity, 90 percent of the parity price for burley in 1?56 would c3ld,~ely ap­
proximate the support level in effect for the 1955 crop season. -~ 

;i 

SUpplies • ,l) ':~ !.' • '' r 

, ""'r~ ', 

The 1955"56 total supply of burley tobacco is nearly 1,858 million 
pounds ... -only slightly less than the record l954-55 level. The '1955 crop 
at 510 million pounds is 23-! percent smaller than the record 1954 crop" 
The 1955 acreage dropped sharply s reflecting the sharp cut~''in ?-llotrnents; 
but yields for the burley producing area as a mole aveJ::a:ge<:F-61ose to the 
record high of l954c The ca::oryover at the outset of 1955.:.56 '.was 1~348 
million pounds--one~·eighth larger than a year earlier and reflected the ex­
cess of last year Is crop over disap:oearance during the past m.ar:ceting year • 

: The 195f/.mark~~ing quota proclaimed for burley results in an acreage 
allotment of 263!3)0 acres compared -vrith about 310,000 acres all{)'t'ted in 
J-955. This means most farm acreage allotments are about 15 percent smaller 
than in 1955e As provided by law, most producers of burley 1-Jith one-half 
ac.re or· less will not hav.e their allotments reduced~ The December 29 

L 

ref.erendum of burley growers yJill determine whetl1er the proclai1ned mar:.Ceting 
quota and acreage allotment 'Hill aoply to t:1e 1956 crop. Harketing quotas 
for'burley have bee;n continuously in effect since 1939 with heavy ·majorities 
of the gro~N"Brs havin~ apf!roved them in the periodica:l. referendums., A 
favorable vote of at least two-thirds of the grovrers voting is necessary 
to keep quotas in effect. If yields per acre were near tlle 1952 ... 55 aterae;eJ 
the production from the 1956 allotment vJOuld total about .390 rmillion; 
pounds. If yields were again as high as in each of the last 2 ~rears, 
production would range t.~Ywards 420 million pounds. The carr:;over on next 
October 1 seems likely to be about 1>330 million pounds, so that total 
supply for 195~57 might range around lj) 735 million--? perGeht. <l.ower ·than 
the high levels of 1955-56 and 1954-55. 

Domestic Use and Experts 

During the current marketing year ( oc·tiober 1955~·September 1956) ·' 
domestic use of burley is expected to be near )00 million pound::; c:ompared . 
-vJith over 484 million in l954-55c The 19)Lf-55 figure was lo'IJJer than expect'' 
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Table 11.--Burley tobacco, type .31: Domestic supplies 1 disappearance, season average 

price, and price support operations for specified periods 
(Farm-sales weight) . : Stocks, : : DisaE_Eearance 1/ : Average . 

year :Production: Oct. 1 : Supply : Total 
: : : price 

t : :Domestic:Exporls :per pound 
:- Mil. lb. Mil. lb. Mil. lb. Mil. lb. Mil. lb. Mil.lb. ct. 

Average: t 

19.34-38 .... : 287 701 988 314 302 12 22.2 
1941-4.5 .... : 448 730 1,178 437 424 13 40.0 

: 
1946 ·········= 614 8.53 1,467 .526 476 50 39.1 
1947 ......... : 48.5 941 1,426 .524 496 28 48 • .5 
1948 ......... : 603 902 1,.505 .531 489 42 46.0 
1949 ·········=- .561 974 1,535 535 494 41 4.5.2 
19.50 ......... : 499 1,000 1,499 518 488 30 49.0 

: 
19.51 ......... : 618 981 1,599 538 .506 32 51.2 
19.52 •.......• : 650 1,061 1, 7ll 548 .519 29 50.3 
19.53 ••......• : .564 1,163 1,727 529 494 3.5 l2.5 
19.54 .•....... : 667 1,198 1,86.5 517 484 33 9.8 
1955 'l,/ ••••o•t 510 1,.348 1,8.58 

t 

t 

t 

: 
: 

: Price :Placed under Government loan: Remaining in 
Parity :support : : Percentage : Government loan 

: price Jl ; level : Quantity : of crop : Novem~!~c~' o~955 !I 
: Ct. ct. Mil. lbo Pete Mil. lb. 

1946 ••..••••• : 
1947 ••••••••• : 
1948 •••.••.•• : 
1949 ••••••.•• : 
1950 ••••••••• : 

t 
1951 ••••••••• : 
1952 ••••••••• : 
19.53 ••••••••• : 
19.54 ••••••••• : 
19.5.5 ·········: 

.37 • .3 
44.8 
47.1 
44.8 
.so.8 

.55.3 
55.0 
51.8 
51.5 
51 • .3 

33.6 
40.3 
42.4 
40.3 
45.7 

49.8 
49.5 
46.6 
46.4 
46.2 

147.8 
37.7 
96.7 
39.1 
44.2 

91.3 
103.9 
102.1 
221.4 

2.1 

-
24.1 0 
7.8 0 

16.0 0 
7.0 0 
8.9 0 

1.5.7 49.4 
16.0 59.6 
17.9 100.7 
33.2 214.8 
2/ 

: .--------------------------------------------------------
Total •••• •t 890.2 424.5 

1/ Year beginning October 1. 2/ Subject to revision. 2f A$ of applicable date 
when support level was camputed.4/Actual loan stocks on a packed-weight basis average 
about 11 percent less than these-farm-sales weight figures. 5/ Through December 15, 
about 60 million pounds--18 percent of market deliveries placed under loan. 
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in view of tbe fact that ci~tte llli:WlltlltC"bure wa.9 l)ra.ct1.mally th~ eeme 
in each -at the past 2 mar&et~ yee:oa. However 1 there were declines in 
.smoking and chewing tobacco o•.lt"gllt • 

E~m of bW!'l.ey t~-o ~_n.g 1955-56 ~~oly will range 
around the 33 mi.l.lJ.an ~s (±'d-~~ we-i.sht) of last year. Sub­
stantially higher pr:tces, for some of the mi&Ue to l-ower grades this 
season ma.y prevent any sigo.1fioa.nt ino.rea.ee. In 1954-55 e~orts of 
burley 1 a.lthouih below 1953-54, were the eecond highest in the last 
5 years. Germany, the leading outlet, took more than in each of the 
~preceding years. Portugal, ranking second, got less ~han in the pre­
ceding year but substantially more than in each of the j years prior to 
1953-54. Belgium, ranking third) took more than in each of the preceding 
2 years. Netherlands, ranking fourth, got less than in 1953-54 but 
su'batantia.J.ly more than in each of the 3 years prior to that. Howeyer, 
Sweden, ranking fifth, though taking more in 1954-55 t~n a year earlier, 
took considerably less than in each of the 3 years prior to 1953-54. 
Mexico, usually among the top ra.nld.ng fOl'eign outlets for burley~ took 
les·S than one-third as much in 1954-55 as the substantial quantity ex­
ported there the year before. ·Also France got less than in 1953-54, 
although still significantly more than in the years just prior to that. 
There were sizable increases in burley exports in the past year to 
Austria1 Egypt, Philippine Republic, Australia, and De:lma.rk but ,notable 
decreases to Italy, Finland, Norway, and Switzerland. None w€nt-to 
Yugoslavia in contrast to sizab~e quantities in each of the preceding 
2 years. , ~ 

t.-~ryland, Type 32 '1/ 
Prices 

The 1955 MarylancL ·Crop will' go to auctJ.O!lS next spring and summer. 
\ "-Auction markets usually ope~ ih May and run until som~time in August. 

Around o,ne-tenth of the Maryland crop is sold in•the'J3a.ltimore hogshead 
market~ Uovernment price suppcrt will not be availabl~ since a marketing 
quota was not in effect on the 1955 crop,.-) , · 

Maryland growers received 39.6 cents for their 1954 crop--27 per­
cent less than for the preceding crop. Government price support, though 
in effect for the 1953 crop, could not be made available on the 1954 
crop since a marketing quota was not in effect. 

· Maryland growers will vote on December 29 with respect to marketing 
quotas on the.next t~ee crops. If approved by at leaet two-thirds of 
the growers voting, the 1956 crop will receive price support at 90 per­
cent of parity, The November 1955 parity for Maryland tobacco was 
53.3 cents per pound. The minimum support level for most eligible types 
of tobacco is usually determined by early April and baaed on 90 ?ercent 
of the parities at that time, 

Y For marketing quota purposes, the carryover and total sup:ply of 
Maryland tobacco are calculated as of January· 1 falling within the market­
ing year--the 12-month period, October 1 through September 30. Dis­
appearances are calculated on the October-September basis. 
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The 1955 crop of Maryland tobacco is estimated at 35~ mtlli~~· 
pounds--21 percent smaller than the 1954 crop, which was the. largest in 
the past 9 years. The storm damage in August reduced the s'fze ··of' this 

' • . .... 'l \ 

year's crop considerably bel01·r what had been expected earlier. 'A.idin~ ., 
this year's crop to the estimated carryover on January 1 of at least 
75 million pounds :;?rovides a total supply of about lli million pounds-­
only 2 to 3 million be1ow last year's record. The 9 percent jump in 
carryover largely offsets the dr·op in this year's production from last 
year. 

On December 29, Maryland tobacco growers will vote on marketing 
quotas for the next three crops--1956, 1957, and 1958. A tlm.·th~rd.s" · 
majority of the growers voting is necessary if a ~uota is to be in effect. 
In the October 1953 referendum, 64,1 percent favored a marketing quota on 
the 1954 crop and in the December 1954 referendum, 51.1 percent favored 
a marketing quota on the 1955 crop. If quotas are not approved, Maryland 
growers will not vote again for 3 years unless in the interim, t~e · · 
Secreta.ry is petitioned by at least one-fourth of the growers to again 
proclaim quotas. · 

The announced 1956 quota is 37.9 million pounds, resulti}ig.· ':i.'n ·a~, 
acreage allotment of about 45, Boo acres. The acreage 'harvested in ),9~5 
is estimated at 49,000 acres and in 1954, at 50,000 acres. ·· · · 

Domestic ~ ~ ExJ2_orts 

Domestic use of Maryland tobacco in 1955-56 may increase a li 't1tl,e 
above the 29 million pour.~s in 1954-55. Apparently, in contrast with the 
other m.'3.inly cigarette types, there was about a 3 percent inqrease in danes­
tic use of Maryland tobacco between 1953-54 and 1954-55. S.om,e MaryJ,and 
tobacco is used in some cigars . · · · ' · 

Exports of MarylanC:. tobacco during 1954-55 were. 'aq'out .. Sk ~illion 
pounds (farm-sales weight)--a little larger than a year earlier. SWitzer­
land; accounting for two-thirds of the total, got 9 percent ll,l.Ore than in 
1953-54 and a'.:lout the s'a.me as in 1952-53. West Germany) Spain, and 
Netherlands also took more in 1954-55 than a year earlie:c but none went 
to Y.11goslavia in contrast to a relatively sizable quantity .. in each of 
the preceding 2 years. Belgium took slightly more than a year earlier 
but much less went to Tunisia and none to Morocco. 

Fire-Cured, Types 21-23 
,. 

Prices 

Auctions for Virginia fire-cured (type 21) llegan on Nqvemb~r 28. 
For sales through December 19, prices averaged 32 .1.- cent's per pound- -
6 percent less than in the comparable period of last yea:r. In general, 
.Quality was poorer than last year. This year' s1 Vir~inia crop suffered 

-frbni' heavy rains and winds from hurricanes. The 'auctions for Kentucky­
Tenness'ee fire-cured begin in early January. 'r· ... T 

!'". I •' 
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Table 12--Mar,y.Land tobacco, type 32: nanestic supplies, disappearance, season 

average price, and price support operations for specified periods 

(Fazm-sales weight) 
: : StockS : ..:.:..:..~: ~~Di!:-"s_a_ppe_a_r_an_ce--=2z-r---~~-xr.v~e~r=ag=e~ 

Year :Production:following: Supply : Total =nanestic: E orts : price 
: :Jan. 1 17: : : : xp :per pound 
I Mil. lbo Milo Ib-: Milo lbo Mil. lbe Milo lbe Mllo lbo cte 

Aver;fe: t 
193 -38 .... : 27.5 38.h 65.9 26.5 21.1 5.4 19.7 
1941-hS .... : 29.4 44.1 ?l.S 29.7 27.1 2.6 48.9 . . 

1946 ·········= 46.2 32.4 78.6 34.0 28.3 5.7 44.5 
1947 ·········= 37.8 44.9 82.7 34.3 27.0 7.3 42.8 
19L8 ••••••••• : 35.0 46.9 81.9 37.0 27.7 9.3 54.4 
19L.9 ••••••••• : 41.2 45.5 86.7 35.4 28.0 7.4 48.3 
1950 ••••••••• : 40.0 53.4 93.1~ 35.5 27.1 8.4 48.2 

: 
1951 ••••••••• : 41.6 59.3 100.9 33.3 26.7 6.6 44.8 
19.$2 •••.••••• : 40.2 64.9 105.1 40.2 32.4 7.8 48.8 
1953 ••••••••• : 40.5 65.4 105.9 36.4 28.4 8.0 54.5 
1954 •.•••.••• : 4$.0 68.6 113.6 37 • .5 29.3 8.2 .39 .. 6 
195.5 J/ .... .• : 35.$ •7$.0 *llO.$ 

: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: : :Placed under Government loan: Remaining in 
•. Paritt • Price • • • Gove,....,.mcnt loan • • • Percentage • ....... ... 
: price / : suppart : Quantity : f : stocks on 
: - : level : a 0 crop =November 30, 19$5 5/ 
: ct. Ct. Mil. lb. Pet. Mil. lbo 
• . 

1946 .......•• : 30.0 27.0 0 0 
1947 ••••••••• : 36.2 .32.6 0 0 

1948 ·········= 48.8 43o9 3.0 8.6 1.1 
1949 ••••••••• : 46.S 41.8 2.6 6.3 .7 
19$0 ••••••••• : 56 • .5 48.6 .5.5 13.8 2.$ 

: 
19Sl ••••••••• : 6o.6 6/ 6/ 6/ 6/ 
1952 ·········= $8.$ o/ o/ o/ o/ 
1953 ••••••••• : $6.0 ,5t1.4 '0.7 l'B'.l '0.3 
19.54 ••....... : .53 • .5 6/ 6/ 6/ 6/ 
19.5.5 . $3.3 ~I ~I ~I ~I •••••••••• 

t 

: 
~-: 

Total ••••• : 17.8 10.6 . . 
1/ For marketirgquota purposes, the carryover and total supply of Maryland tc~acco 

are calculated as of January 1 falling within the marketing year--October 1 th::--)ugh 
September 30. 2/ Year beginning October 1. 3/ Subject to revision. 4/ As o£ 
applicable date-when support level was c<111.put'id or october 1. .5/ Actu'il. loan stocks 
on a packed-weight basis average about 2 percent less than these farm-sales wejght 
figures. 6/ No support since marketing quota was not approved by two-thirds o.:· 
growers voting. *Estiated. 
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The Government support level for 1955 fire-cured tobacco is 34.6 
cents per pound. As provided by law, price supports for fire-cured are 
calculated at 75 percent of the burley support level. Growers will re­
ceive price support for their 1956 crop since in last year's referendum, 
they approved q_uotas on their 1955, 1956, and 1957 crops. The 1956 
support level is likely to be close to that for 1955. 

Thus far in the Virginia markets, about one-eighth of deliveries 
have been placed under Government loan. In the comparable period of last 
season, about 16 percent went under loan. 

Supplies 

The 1955-56 total supply of fire-cured tobacco at over 201 million 
pounds is nearly 3 percent more than for 1954-55· The 1955 production 
at 64 million po1~da was 3 percent above 1954 despite the cut in acreage 
allotments and the 8 percent smaller harvested acreage. Yields per acre 
of the Kentucky-Tennessee types were at record highs, thus more than 
offsetting the acreage reductions. The carryover of fire~cured tobacco 
at the outset of 1955-56 was 137 million pounds--over 2 percent above a 
year ea~lier. There was little change from a year earlier in the carry­
over of Virginia fire-cured; but in the Kentucky-Tennessee types, the 
sizable relative increase in type 23 carryover more than offset the small 
decrease for type 22. 

The 1956 acreage allotment for fire-cured tobacco is 42,755 acres. 
Allotments for most farms will be about 15 percent smaller than in 1955. 
About 95 percent of the 1955 allotted acreage was planted. If a little 
larger proportion of the smaller 1956 allotments is grown and yields per 
acre are near the recent 5-year average {adjusted by omitting the severe 
drought year, 1953), the 1956 production of fire~cured will be about 
51 million pounds--one-fifth less than in 1955. A crop of this size, 
together wi.th a carryover next October 1 of probably around 141 million 
pounds, would provide a total 1956-57 supply of roughly 192 million 
pounds--a decrease of 5 percent from the 1955-56 level. 

Domes~ yse and Exports 

During the current marketing year (October 1955-September 1956), 
total disappearance of fire ... cured is expected to range around 60 million 
pounds--not greatly different than in the last few years. Domestic use 
fell cff in 1954-55, despite the stable output of snuff--the main 
domestic outlet. 

Exports duri~g 1954-55 at over 29 million pounds (farm-sales weight) 
were almost 1 million greater than a year earlier. The 5-percent gain 
in exports of Kentu·~ky-Tennessee fire-cured tobacco more than offset the 
12 percent decline of the Telatively smaller exports of Virginia fire­
cured. 
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Tablel3.--Fire-cured tobacco, types 21-2J!/: Danestic supplies, disappearance, 

season average price, and price support operations for specified periods 
(Farm-sales weight) 

: I 
Year :Production: 

: 
: Milo lbo 

Average: t 
., 1934-38 •••• t ll0.2 

. ·-r~l941-h5 •••• t 66.1 
: 

1946 ••••••••• : 
1947 ••••••••• , 
1&.48 ••••••••• : 
1949 ••••••••• : 
1950 ••••••••• : 

: 

108.9 
86.4 
73.2 
72.2 
58.3 

19.51 ••••••••• : 59.5 
1952 ••••••••• : 58.2 
1953 ••••••••• : 48.9 
19..54 ••••••••.• : 62.2 
19.$5 3/ ······: 64.2 

' - : 

• •· 
: 
: 

. I 

~!~~~' ; Supply : 
: I 

Mil. lb. Mil. lb. 

194.2 304.4 
170.7 236.8 

104.9 213.8 
143.4 229.8 
162.6 23.5.8 
1.57.9 230.1 
164.9 223.2 

147.2 206.7 
146.9 20.5.1 
146.3 19.5.2 
134.0 196.2 
137.2 201.4 

Disaa~arance 2L : Average 

Total =nomestic :Exports: price 
: 1 :per pound 

Milo lbo Mil. lb. Mil.lbo ct. -
123.0 53.2 69.8 10.2 

81.9 49.6 38.3 22.1 

70.4 36.0 34.4 26.0 
67.2 36.9 30.3 29.5 
11.9 34.7' 43.2 31.9 
6.5.2 36..5 28.7 29.8 
76.0 36.-7 39.3 31.2 

.59.8 32.2 27.6 40.0 

.58.8 29.6 29.2 37.6 
61.2 32.9 28.3 33.8 
.59.0 29.8 29.2 37.8 

------------------~---~~~~-------~-------~~r-.~-r----:Placed under Government loan: Remaining in 
: 

: 
: 

1946 ••••••••• : 
1947 ••••••••• : 
1948 ••••••••• : 
1949 ••••••••• : 
19.50 ••••••••• : 

: 
1951 ·········= 
19.52 ••••••••• : 
19.53 ••••••••• : 
1954 ••••••••• : 
19.55 ••••••••• : 

: 
t 

: Price 
Parity : support : 

price H,/ 1level .5/: . - . . . 
Ct. ct. 

17.8 2.5.2 
21..5 30.2 
22.6 31.8 
21..5 30.2 
30.3 34.3 

33.6 37.4 
34.8 37.1 
34.4 3.5.0 
34.8 34.8 
3.5.8 34.6 

Quantity 

Mil. lbo 

40.8 
31.3 
27.3 
18.7 
12.2 

7..5 
10.9 

8.2 
6.9 
11 

. . Government loan . Percentage· . . stocks on of cropc · . 
: :November ~0 1 122~ §./ 

Pet. Mil. lb. 

37 • .5 1.8 
36.2 3.1 
37.3 .5.1 
2.5.9 .5.4 
20.9 8.4 

12.6 4.6 
18.7 6.2 
16.6 .5.8 
11.1' 6.1 
11 11 

,~-------------------------------------------------------
Total •••• : 163.8 46.5 

: ·.. t 

Type 2 included until early 19 O•a vben it became practically nonexistent. 
ear beginning October 1. 3/ Subject to revision. 4/ ;As. of applicable date when 

support level was canputed. "Not based on parity but-set by law at 7.5 percent of 
t6he burley support. 6/ Actual loan stocks on a packed-~iR.ht basis aver~e about 

percent less than t1tese farm-sales we~ht f~ures1 1949-~4 dat.a approximate. 
1/ Through December 1.5, about 13 percent of deliveries of Virginia fire-cured were 
placed under loan. 
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The 1954-55 exports of Virginia fire-cured tobacco were the third 
smallest on record. Norway, the leading foreign outlet, took less than 
three-fourths as much Virginia fire-cured as in each of the preceding 
2 years. Also substantially less went to Sweden but Netherlands and 
the United Kingdom raised their takings compared with each of the pre­
vious 2 years. West Germany took more than a year earlier but Switzerland 
and Australia took less. New Zealand got the same in both recent years. 

The three leading foreign outlets f.or Kentucky-Tennessee fire­
cured in 1954-55 were France, Netherlands, and Italy--and combined they 
received over three-fifths of the total exports of these types. Although 
France took 10 percent less than in 1953-54, Netherlands took 13 percent 
more and !taly got over 7 times as much in 1954-55 as the relatively 
small quantity going there a year earlier. The United Kingdom took con­
siderably more Kentucky-Tennessee fire-cured in 1954-55 than in each of 
the 2 preceding years. Sweden and Indonesia each took about as much as 
a year earlier but much less went to Switzerland, French Africa, West 
Germany, Denmark, Gold Coast, Ireland, and Portugal. Also Belgium took 
moderately less than a year earlier. 

Dark Air-Cured and Sun-Cured, Types 35-37 

Prices 

Auction markets for One Sucker and Green River (Kentucky-Tennessee 
dark air-cured types 35 and 36) began on December 1 and 6. For sales 
through December 17, type 35 prices averaged 31.9 cents per pound and 
type 36, 30.6 cents. They were 3 and 15 percent lower than the compara­
ble early season prices of last season. Auctions for Virginia sun-cured 
(type 37) opened on November 29 and for sales through December 16 prices 
averaged 26.6 cents per pound-21 percent lower than in the comparable 
period of last season. 

The Government support level for 1955 dark air-cured and sun-cured 
tobacco is 30.8 cents per pound--one-tenth of a cent less than last 
season. As provided by law, price supports for dark air-cured and sun­
cured are calculated at 66-2/3 percent of the burley support level. 
Growers will receive price support for their 1956 crop since in last 
year's referendum, they approved quotas on their 1955, 1956, and 1957 
crops. The 1956 support level is likely to be close to that for 1955. 

Thus far this season in the dark air-cured auction markets, about 
26 percent of the One Sucker and 10 percent of the Green River has been 
placed under Government loan. The corresponding percentages last season 
were 23 percent for One Sucker and 12 percent for Gr~en River. Only 
negligible amounts of Virginia s\m-cured went into loan thus far this 
season ~~d also last season. 
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Table 1h .-:..Dark air-cured and sun-cured tobacco, types 35-J?: Domesi.t.e B"i!ppli~, 

disappeanwee, season average price, and price support operatioru~ tor apecitied 
periods 

(Farm-sales weight) 
: Pro- :stocks : : Disappearance l2 ~ : Average 
: em t1o : Oct 1' : Supply : Total :Domestic:,..........,_~: price : c n : . : : : <::.~·:_~r~ 
: Kil. lb. Mil. lb. Mil. lb. Mil. lb. Mil, lb. JHI~Th-;--ct>:; 

Year 

Average: : 
1934-38 •••••••• : 
19~l-4$e4o•••••l 

• . 
l946.eess••••••••: 
19Q7•e•o•••••••es: 
19h8••o•••••••••s: 
1949ee•••••e•••s•: 
19SOe••••••••••••: . . 
19,Slee•••••e•••••= 
19S2 ••••••••••••• : 
19.5) ••••••••••••• : 
1954•••••••••••oo: 
195S ~/ •• u ••••• : 

: 
: . . . . 

35.5 n.o 
!&9.6 
J1e2 
~~e 
36.2 
28.6 

31.7 
3).8 
26.E 
34.6 
33.8 

62.8 
64.4 

60.k 
72eT 
17~2 
14.5 
80.8 

uo.o 
109.9 
m.o 
110~7 
109.4 

~- ~~ ~ 

29~1 
26.3 
22.1 
2)el 
2$.6 

21~S 
22.7 
22e8 
19.4 

u.o 
S.9 

1~ 
6ek 

U$.8 
6,8 
10~8 

22aS 
tSc8 
2Be7 
28.2 
~4.6 

~.) 
J]..6 
2S.9 
34.1 

. 
·------~----------------------~--------------~-: : : Plaeed UDder : Remainiiig . . Parity price J1 Price : Government loan : 1n Goftl'D-

~rl: : :~t~~ . . . . 
: Types 
: JS-36 : 

. 
19b6 ••••••••••••• : 
1947 ••••••••••••• : 
1948 ••••••••••••• : 
1949 ••••••••••••• : 
19SO ••••••••••••• : . . 
1951····~········= 
1952 ••••••••••••• : 
195) ••••••••••••• : 
19.$4 ••••••••••••• : 
19SS ••••••••••••• : 

Total•••••••o• • 

:u..J 
17.2 
18.1 
17.2 
27.2 

29.6 
30.5 
)0.2 
29.L! 
30.4 

'1)pe 
37 

19.1 
2).1 
2b.2 
2).1 
)b.2 

37.5 
37.7 
35.6 
.34 • .5 
34ol 

level : Quantity :Percentage: .a.t®~ 91! 
W : : ot crop : ll/30/55 5/ 

ct. Mil. lb. ~ Mil.dol., 

22.4 
26.9 
26.) 
26.9 
JO.S 

33.2 
33.0 
)1.1 
)0.9 
30.8 

)1.7 
39.0 
2.5.6 
u.o 
14.3 

2) • .3 -
29.3 
28.2 
22.5 
11 

0 
1.0 
2.9 
2.0 
2.4 

6.3 
8.3 
6.5 
6.8 
11 

1 Year beginning October 1. 2 Subject to revision. 3 As of applicable date 
when support level was computed • . lJ/ Not based on parity ut set by law at 66 2/3 
percent or the burley support. ~~etual loan stocks on a packed-we~ht basis 
average about 8 percent less tbaJi these farm-sales weight figures. §I An add1 tional 
200,000 pounds under option to British manufactUJ'el's were pledged for CCC loaDB bat 
were purchased &Dd shipped by mid-19S3. 7/ Through December 9, roughly one-fourth 
of type 35 and one-tenth of type 36 went-under loan. 
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Supplies 

The 1955-56 total supply o:f' dark air- and sun-cured is n\"::!arly ll) 
million pounds--4 percent larger than for 1954-55. The 1955 crops o:f' th~ 
three types totaled almost 34 million pounds--only slightly less than a 
year earlier despite a cut ir. acreage allotments for the Kentucky-Tennessee 
types. The yields per acre for Kentucky-Tennessee dark air-cured were at 
a record high. Acreage o:f' Virginia sun-cured increased a little and yields 
were larger than last ~ear. The carryover of these types on October 1, 1955, 
totaled nearly 81 million pounds--7 percent above a year earlier and slightly 
higher than the previous postwar peak of October 1, 1950. Stocks of One 
Sucker have increased substantially in the last few years while stocks of 
Green River have fluctuated in a ~ai~ly nurrow rangeo 

The 1956 allotment for dark air-cuxed tobacco is 16,674 acres. 
Allotments for most farms will be about 20 percent smaller than in 1955. 
The 1956 acreage allotment !.or Virginia sun-cured is 5,539 and for most 
farms, there is no change from the 1955 allotments. Taking into account 
the probable percentage of the total allotment that may be planted and 
recent average yields, it seems likely that the 1956 production of types 
35-37 will be around 26 million pounds. This plus a probable carryover 
next October 1 of about 85 million pounds would provide a total 1956-57 
supply of about 111 million pounds--3 percent lower than for the current 
year. 

Domestic Use and Exports 

During the current marketing year (October 1955-September 1956), tot~l 
disappearance of tJ~es 35-37 is expected to continue fairly close to 30 mil­
lion :pounds. 

The 1954-55 domestic use o:f' types 35-37 at 19.4 million was 15 :per­
cent below 1953-54--a greater drop than is explainable by the 4 ~ercent 
drop in chewing tobacco output. The 1954-55 domestic consumption of these 
types was the smallest on record. 

Exports o'!' C:ark e.ir-cured and sun-cured in 1954-55 at 10 million 
pounds (farm-sales "'eight) were the largest in 4 years. The increase over a 
year earlier largely offsets the decline in domestic use. About 44 percent 
of the exports was in the form o:f' Black Fat, which showed a 36 percent in­
crease and were the largest since 1945-46. Nigeria, Gold Coast, and French 
West Africa, the leading outlets, each got notably larger quantities than in 
1953-54. Exports of One Sucker in 1954-55 nearly doubled because of the sub­
stantial shipment to Madagascar under the foreign currency program under 
Section 550 of the Mu.tual Security Act. Prior to this, none had gone to 
Madagascar. Also, exports of One Sucker to France an~ Belgium increased but 
much less than in each of the previous 2 years went to Nigeria. Exports of 
Green River leaf increased one-third from 1953-54 to 1954-55 and were the 
largest since 1948-49. The foreign currency sales to France and Madagascar 
accounted f'or most of the increase. The United Kingdom, the leading outlet, 
took nearly one-fourth more but there was a sharp decrease to the Nether­
lands, the second :ranking outlet in the 2 years just prior to 1954-55· 
Ireland took more but Belgium got much less than in most previous years. 



·rs-74 - 33 -

Prices Cigar, Types 41-62 

Most cigar tobacco is sold at the 11barn door" during the fall and 
winter. This year in the Connecticut Valley, buying began in the latt.er 
part of Noven~er at about the time the growers' association began 
receiving tobacco for Government loans. According to reports from the 
University of Connecticut, the possibility of manufactured tobacco sheet 
replacing na.tural leaf binders appears to be a major cause for the dull 
opening of this year's market for Havana Seed and Broadleaf. Although 
leaf ~uality is good, droughty growing conditions followed by excessive 
rainfall reduced to below average the percent~3e in the top bir~er grades. 

The buying of Broad.leaf has been particularly slow. Most sorted 
grade prices, however, were little changed from 1954 except for the 
number 1 dark wrapper grade. This grade, which represents about 20 per­
cent of a normal crop, was generally priced at 50 cents per pound or 
10 to 20 cents below a year earlier. 

Table 15.- Cigar tobacco price support operations, 1946-55 

Quantity placed under lo~~ by crop year :Remaining 

Type ----- ----.-- . . . . ---- as of 

;1946 ;1947 1948; 1949; 1950; 1951; 1952; 1953: 1954: N~;5530 

Pa. Seedleaf 
(type 41) 

Ohio : 
(types 42-44) : 

Puerto Rican 
(type 46) 

Conn. Valley 
(type 51) 

Conn. Valley 
(type 52) 

Ny. and Pa. 
(type 53) 

So. Wis. 
(type 54) 

No. \vis. 
(ty:pe 55) 

Total 

Mil. Mil. 
lb. lb. -

Mil. 
lb. -

Mil. Mil. 
lb. lb. -

Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. 
.fE..:_ !£.:._, 1£.:.._ lb • 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

10 • 6 10 • 3 12 . 3 9-3 

2.8 

2.6 

.3 

y 

.6 

1.1 

y 
y 
1.4 

0 0 0 .1 .1 l. 7 y 
0 0 0 3.2 3.7 2.7 11 
0 0 0 0 ll ;J y 
2.2 .8 2.0 .2 1.4 4.8 11 

0 0 3 .o ·5 .6 .1 ]J 

2.7 

1.4 

1.2 

5.1 

:J .8 

1.8 3.4 

'J} '11 
2.4 1.3 

12.8 11.1 17-3 13-3 11.5 11.0 1.4 10.2 12.7 

Mil. 
lb . -

y 
1.4 

g/3.0 

.o 

4.2 

1.3 

14.1 

-1./ Pr:i.ce · supportii'Ot in effect because marketing quotas were di.sapproved by 
growers. gj As of October 31, 1955. 1/ Less than 50,000 pounds. ~ N0t in­
cluding 195,000 po~~ds of 1955 crop received by Nov. 30. 



c 

TS-7Lt - 3h 

Conr.a.:tiGut Valley Hfi=v-ana Seed sold on a crop run bundle basis wad 

priced from about 40 tc.; So cents per pound. Oper.ing prices averaged less 
than 45 cents or S to 15 cents per pound telow 1954 prices for individual 
crops. 

An extremely large volume of the C:or:11.ecticut Valley binder types 
seems likely to go under Government loan this m~.rketing season. 

Purchases of the Wisconsin binder types usually begin in early 
January. 

The Government support levels for the 1955 crops of the eligibls 
cigar types and other comparative data are shown in table 16. 

Table 16.- Cigar tobacco types 41-62: Government loan l'evels and 
season average prices--1953-55 

___ Type 

Pennsylvania filler, 
type 41 

Ohio cigar filler, 
types 42-lili 

Puerto Rican filler 
type 46 ±/ 

Conn. Valley Broadleaf 
binder, type 51 

Conn. Valley Havana Seed 
binder, type 52 

N. Y.· and Pa. Havana 
Seed binder, type 53 

.Southern Wis. binder, 
type .54 

\Northern Wis. binder, 
type .55 

Conn. Valley shade-grown 
wrapper, type 61 

Ga.-Fla. shade-grown 
Wrapper, type 62 

: 1953 
loan 

level 
Cents 
per 

pound 

y 
y 

1953 e -1954 1~ 
season : loan season 

avera.g~e~~l~e~v~e~l~--~av~e~r~a~ge 
Cents Cents Cents 
per per per 

pound pound pound 

58o4 

54.9 

23.4 

24,3 

31.9 

195.0 

32.6 

53"8 

51.5 

25.7 

25.1 

31.9 

5595 

'43.0 

24~0 

2h.3 

32.7 
I' 

215.0 

195.0 

1955 
loan 

level 
Cents 
per 

pound 

53.9 

50<8 

25.0 

24.5 

?} 

3_1 
1/ ,Government price support not in effect on type· 41. y Mandatory 

loans .not applicableo 
j 

The 1956 crops of cigar filler and binder (types 42-44 and 51-5.5) 
will be supported at 90 percent of parity. Two yearsago, growers of 
these types approved marketing quotas on their 1954, 1955, and 1956 crops. 



TS-74 - 35 -

The Pennsylvani~ filler (type 41) growers have rejected marketing 
quotas in each referendum beginning with the first one held in late 1950 · 
with reference to the 1951 crop. Hence, ~o Government price support was 
available during the past 5 years for this type. 

The price support for Puerto Rican filler (type 46) crop that will 
be mainly harvested and JTI.arketed during the first half of 1956 is 3le9 cents 
per pound--seven-tenths of a cent lower than in the previous season. A 
Federal marketing quota is not in effect for Puerto Rican tobacco and its 
price support by law is based on its supply relationship. The supply of 
Puerto Rican tobacco as of October 1, 1955, was 5 percent above normal, a 
level requiring support at not less than 88 p3rcent of parity. 

Supplies 

Filler: The 1955-56 total supply of continental cigar filler types 
41-44 is nearly 187 million pounds, a little above a year earlier• The 
1955 crops of Pennsylvania and Ohio filler totaled almost 51 million 
pounds-~8 percent less than in 1954. Carryover at approximately 136 mil~ 
lion pounds.was nearly 5 percent above a year earlier and this increase 
more than offset the decrease in the size of this year;s crop compared 
with last year o 

The October 1, 1955, stocks of Puerto Rican tobacco at nearly 
59 million pounds were one-fifth above those of a year earlier and the 
highest for that date since 1948. The Puerto Rico Department of 
Agriculture and Commerce reports that estimated plantings of the 1955-56 
crop may be 13 percent less than harvested acreage in 1954-55. 

Table 17.- Shipments of tobacco from Puerto Rico to the United States 
for specified periods 

(Declared weight) 

Classifi- Average Average January-September 

cation 1934-38 1948-52 1953 1954 1954 1955 
Nillion Hill ion Million- Million Million Million 
pound~ pounds pounds pounds pounds pou..J.ds 

Stemmed. 17,.4 10o6 11.1 14c6 8.3 5.9 
Unstemmed .1 .2 Q .... .8 .? .s 
Scrap i·:. 5~0 7 ._r:) 4o2 5o4 3.3 3.7 

Total 22~5 18e3 16.2 20.8 12.3 10.1 . . 
Compiled from publi.cations and records of the Bureau of the Census. 
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Binder: The 1955-56 total su~ply of binder t~~es 51-55 is about 
159 million pounds--about 9 miJ.lion lower than for 1954-55. The 1955 
production of all binder types combined is about 42 million pounds com 
pared with 4~( to 50 million in each of the previous 4 years. The 1955 
crops of Connecticut Valley B~oadleaf (type 51), Havana Seed (type 52), 
Southern Wisconsin (type 54), and Northern Wisconsin (type 55) are 
7 to 17 percent smaller than last year. Floods and storms reduced the 
Connecticut Valley binder production below what was expected earlier and 
dry weather reduced yields of the Northern Wisconsin crop. There were 
declines in the carryovers of each of the tinder types from a year 
eal.'lier except for Connecticut Valley Broadleaf, which.increased to its 
highest point for October 1 since the late 1930's. 

1956 Cigar Filler and 
Binder Allotments 

, The 1956 allotment for cigar filler and binder types 42-~ aud 
51-55 is 39,353 acre.e, Most farm allotments will be 12 1/2 percent 
smaller than ·in. 1955 ~· Tb,e ._e.stimated 1955 haFVested acreage is 32,600 
and ammmted to on).y about 70r,percent of the total acreage allotted. 
If a little large~·proportion of the smaller 1956 allotment for the binder 
types is planted than in 1955 and yields are near the 1951-54 average 
(1955 being the lowest in 8 years was omitted), the 1956 production of the 
binder ~ypes would be about 41 million pounds,-~3 ~ercent less than in 
1955.~ '· ',_., ,, ' 

The 1956 allot-ment f0r Pennsylvania cigar filler is 24,577 acres. 
The estimated 1955 harvested a~reage is 28,900 Pennsylvania growers will 
vote on December 29 with respect to marketing quotas on the next three 
crops. If approved by two-thirds of the growers voting, the acreage 
allotment ~pecified above will become effective and prire support at 
90 percent of parity will be mandatory. 

Q.igar \fra.pper Supplies 

The 1955-56 tota'l supply of cigar wrapper (shade-grown ty:pes 
61-62) is about 33 nd.llion pounds--4 percent lower than for 1954-55. The 
1955 production at 15.2 million pounds is 7 percent smaller than in 1954 
when it was the second largest on record. The Connecticut Valley 1955 
crop is 14 percent lower· than 1954 and was reduced sharply by storm and 
floods from what had been expected. The Georgia-Florida crop is esti­
mated at about 3 percent above the 1954 crop. The carryover on July 1, 
195~~ was only slightly below a year earlier, with that of the Connecticut 
V~lley.declining a little but that of Georgia-Florida rising by a small 
amount. However~ the October 11 1955, stocks of the Connecticut Valley 
type 61 were up-a little compared with a year earlier and those of the 
Georgia-Florida type 62, pr~ct~cally even with a year earlier. 
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Table 18.--Cigar tobacco 3 types 41-55: Domestic supplies, disappearance! 
and season average prices for specified periods 

(Farm··sales weight) 

Year 
= Produc"" ~Stocks t - : Disa.ppearance Y : Average 
: tion :net i=supply: • : :price per 
, :_ v • : : Tctal ;D0mestic :Experts: pcund 
: Millicn Million Million Million Million Milli~n 
1 peunds p0unds pounds pounds pounds pounds Cants 
I 

Fill~r types, 
41-44 

·:, 

Avera&e: r 
19.3 -.38 4/ 48.9 159.9 208c8 54e4 10.4 
1941-45 - : 54~4 153ol 207()5 60.,1 191'6 

: 

1946 57113 128..,8 186ol 63-"9 32.9 
1947 ·, 60.,6 122 0 2 182o8 59al 30c6 
1948 '. 68o3 '.123. 7 192QO 60.,1 59.4 o. 7.: c 25.8 
1949 65s4 · 13lo9 197 ~3 53rS 52.8 ·7 .26a2 

1950· 65 .. 7 .143o8 .209o5 52ol 51.5 .6 25.2 
1951 1 63"0 -1571;4 .220Q4 59.4 58,7 .7 19.6 
1952 44e5 161110 205S 59.0 58•6 .4 25.2 
1953 .•. 44()3 146e5 l90G8 61~0 60.8 .2 26.2 
1954 55,.2 .129e8 185 .. 1 49,2 49.1 .1 26.7 
1955 1/ 50,8 135o9 186~7 

Binder types: 
51-55 4/ : - : 

Average: 
1934 ... 38 41.8 165,1 206a9 60"5 12t5 
1941 ... 45 57.,8 122c4 180.,2 64~4 29,3 

:· 
j: ·,' . 

1946 74ol 103.,5 177.6 53,9 52o6 
1947 69.4 123.7 l93ol 67~3 

i': '> 

43.,8 
1948 60 .. 5 125 .. 8 186;)3 63.,1 52,.0 '.! 11.,1 41.,1 
1949 6lu7 123t2 184o9 49~8 46.4 3 .. 4 36.0 

1950 65eO 135~1 200 9 1 57c6 54.8 2a8 35.8 
1951 49&8 142 .. 5 192.,3 57e5 54.6 2.9 38.1 
1952 47\>0 13488 18L8 56.,6 52~7 3.,9 38.6 
1953 47o4 125o2 172,6 5238 50~7 2.1 44.7 
1954 ~ 48~5 ll9o8 168<)3 5le5 49o9 1.6 4o.6 
1955 11 42(14 '116,9 159t~.3 

1/ Year beginning october lQ 2/ Includes small quantity 0£ type 45o 
3;-subject to rsvisionQ 4/ InclUdes small quantity ~f type 56 through 
T948o -

.:_... 
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Table 19.- Cigar wrappe!' tobacco .• t;,rpes 61-62: Domestic supplies, ·iisap­
pea.rance·, Wld season ave1·age.-:LJl~icer. for specified periods 

-~ . l ' , !:... " • :. ' .. ' ., • '"' ~· • 

LFar!ll-Hl.les w~~h~t..J----------- __ _ 

Year 
. . . 
·Pr d t' • Stocks,· Q 1 : 0 UC 10n: Jul l : vUpp Y 
.. It y . . . . 

Jisappearanc.e )) 
. 

Total : Domes- Exports·. 
: tic 

Average 
price per 

po'lJ.nd . . 
Milli~~~j.llion Million 

_£?unds 

• Million Millio-n~M~i~l~l~i-on __________ _ 
pounds ;pounds ;po~nds ;pounds ;pounds Cents 

Average; 
1934-38 8.4 :a.8 20,2' 9·3 78.3 
1941-45 10,.4 13.6 24.0 10.2 160.7 

1946 12 .• 5 13.6 26.1 12.7 234.0 
1947 13.5 13.4 26.9 12.4 296.0 
1948 15.1 14.5 29,6 13.0 10.5 2.5 274.0 
1949 17.. 3 16.6 33·9 14.5 10.8 3·7 20.1.0 

~. J '~ 

1950 15".8. 19.4 34··9 ~· ... 14.9 11.3 ~·. 3. 6 20.3.0 
1951 14 .. -9:~ 20.0 _, 9 13.7 10 .1 ' ,J:' 3 • 6 19:4.0 ' ,j:.j.\• 

1952 1J... •• v -,21. 2 _- .3~,·9 16.6 :--J..2 . 2 ·; '1 ~ 4 • 4 ·: 19,8 .o 
1953 14.8 19.3 34.1 15.9 ,.~2. 2 ' -;- '3. 7 2Q2.0 
1954 y 16.4 18.2 34.6 16.6 12.4 ' 4.2 207.0 
1955 £/ 15.2 18.0 33.2 

'-

1/ Year beginning July 1. :g; Subject to revision. 
c -

t-,..1 '~ . J, 

DomestJ.~ Use and ~;ports ,"~ :, I 
' ' 

-. 

The ~c-t'al disappearance of Pen.tisy:l ve.ni'a ~·and ~.filler in the 
October 1954-=September 1955 mB.!'keting yaar at 4.9 million pounds was 
sharply lower 'than in ·each of 'the previous 3 ye·ars. The major drop was 
in the Pennsylvania t:oJI>e 41. In -vie\v 0f' the le'Vel of cigar output and 

~ .. 
: ._,,) , .... 

I . ~ .... 

no apparent offsetting increases in use of Puerto Rican filler or imported 
cigar tobacc.o, this decrease cannot be explained• If .s_ubstitute tobacco 
was used, t~e ,available statistics do not indic~te where it came from. 
Exports of thgse filler types ha-ve been •insignificant.d~ring the last 2 
years and in 1954-55i·were only about 100,000 pounds (farm-sales ~eight)--
most of which went to·Indochina. ·~ .. ·-:.· :c ·. 

~total disappearance 2f ~ combined binder lypes 51-55 in·the 
October 1954-Sept~mber 1955 ~arketing year was near 51~ million pounds--
2~ percent ~e?s ._than a y:ear. earlier.tfl :ppm~!E.~c ·~·~e-- ·a:r·~~. 9 ~il~~o~. ,Po~d-~ 
was l. 6 per~en~ lower than J..n 195 ~:;~7t to 1:!qrr.$ r,~f~ec~ed the l~ .. ~~t~ent , , ,., 
decline in the Ot;.tput Of cigars by domestic factorieS Ei.fld the' f''perceht 
decline in production of scrap chewing from 1953-54 to 1954-55. Exports 

,, 
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at 1.6 mill::.on pound.s (±'arm-sales i·reigh-:.) were about one-half million 
leM than a yaar ea.r:.ier and t.he smsllest of the post•!lar period. Ex­
porta of Wieconsi:r. cigar tobacco to Germa::1y and Switzerland raised the 
total for those types tu more than t~nce ~he 1953-54 figQre but exports 
of Connecticut VaLley Brosdleaf and Haven~ Seed fell sharply. West 
Germany, Balgium, and Austria took co~siderably lese Havana Seei but 
Netherlands and Denmerk ~ook more. West Germany, Belgiu~1 Canada, 
Netherlands; and Leamark all ~ook much less Broadleaf than a year earlier. 
In October 1955~ relatively substantial shipments of Havana Seed went to 
West Germany and Auatria an~ of Wisconsin tcb~cco to Sweaen. By inai­
vj.9.ual types, the 1954-55 di'sa.~peara!2cee of Connecticut Broadleaf type 
51 a~d Southern Wisconsin t~~e 54 dropped 1.3 a~d .9 million poundu 
below 1953-54 while the disappearance of the Connecticut Valley Ravena 
Seed rose almost ]_ million po:.:.nds a!ld of Northern Wisconsin t;rpe 55, 
held nearly even, 

. The total ~appearance £! -~ade-grown wrapper types 61-62 in 
t·he ·July 1954-June 1955 marketing year 'iuis 16':'6 milliozl pounds--seven-

. · · · tenths of a million pounds above a year earlier and about equal to the 
1952-53 record. Most of the i.ncrease abo--re a. year earlier was dt:e to 
·increased expor-ts, but do·11estic use &.t 12.L. rnill:!.on poucds W.3.5 also a 
little above 1953-54. The 1954-55 didappee.rance of the Connecticut 
Valley type 61 at 10.2 m:!.llion pound~:: was 3 percent above the preceding 
y.ear and the second. largest on record.: while the disappearnnce of 
Ge'orgia-Florida ty,pe 62 at 6.4 million pounds was nearly 7 percent 
above 1953-54 and a record high. Exports of the w"!'apper types in 
1954-55 totaled 4.2 million pounds (fa~m-sales weight)--about one-
hal~ million more than a year earlier and th~ s~coud highest on record. 
We.st Germany took about one--half of the to-tal, but this represented 
pr.actj.cally the same as in 19.53-54. Belgium} Ca::la,da, Switzerland., and 
France all took more but Netherlands got a little lees. In tLe first 
third of the 1955-56 marketing year; exports of sLade-grovm w.ca.:pper at 
about 1.9 million pounds (farm-sales we:tght) '"'ere 44 percent greater 
than in the same period of a year earlier. The increase was mainly due 
to nearly twice as muc~ going to West Germany and also a aha~ply 
increased quantity to Netherlands. 
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Table 20,--A~reage ~f tobacco in the United States) by class and type, 
annual 1952-55, and percentages 

Class and. 
type 

Old and JI'Iiddle Belt, type 11 
Eastern North Carolina, type 12 
South Carolina, type 13 
Georgia and Florida, type 14 

Total flue-cured, types 11-14 

Virginia, type 21 
Kentucky and T~nnespee, typ6 22 
Kentucky and Tennessee 3 .. typa 2-3 

Total fire-cured, types 21-23 

Burley, type 31 

Maryland, type 32 

one Sucker, type 35- -~·: 
Green River9 t;Ype·· 36' ,·,~ '"' 
Virginia sun-cured~·-· typei,'37' 

• :: > r 1'J * .L' 

Total da,rk .~iJf~_ured, .i?Y.::P~~ 35-37 
('j ·i',); 

Pennsylvania, Seedleaf,,. typ&.-41 
Miami Valley, types 42-44 ~·.·',r ~ · 

T·otal cigar fil1:e·r, types''11-~4 

Connecticut Valley BroadleafJ type 51 
Connc Valley Havana Seed, type 52 
N.y. and Pac Havana Seed, type 53 
Southern Wisconsin~ type 54 
Northern Wisconsin~ type 55 

Total cigar binder, types 5:-55 

Conn .. Valley Shade~grmm, type 61 
Ga~ and Fla. Shade-grown, type 62 

Total cigar wrapper, types 61~62 

Louisiana Perique, type 72 

Total all types 

- -: 
1954 1955 : Percentage 

1952 1953 : 
l/ y :change 1954 

' to 12.2:i_ 
1,000 1~000 1$000 1_,000 
acres acres acres acres Percent --

9.8 9o9 10.0 9.1 -9e0 
: 28,2 28.3 29.7. 27,4 -7~7 
• 9~4 lOQl 12.3 ll~h -7~3 ·---~- ---- ~------
: 47~4 48.3 52.Q__ =47=o=9==-7!19 
: 

. . .4 

419o7 420.9 322.3 -23()4 

45.0 4990 

1391 -9~0 
7 (12 -5"3 
4r>3 4~9 -----

=24=,6==-5~7 

.,.J 

:11 77le4 1,632~9 1,667.3 13510.1 
---- -------- ---- ---- ---- -----

];_/ Preliminaryt 
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Table 2L-- Tqbaceo. Acres~ in the United States, by types, fer 
"·') '" specified periods with percentages 

; ; )i ~ -----------------
. --- : "!''ire-: : Cigar · 

Period 
F1 , +' !Ja.rk : ;;;.;;...---

ue- _: cured:B 1 :Mary-: i .. , :B"~ d : : United 
cured·· · ur ey, 1 d ·a r- .F~1~er _n er·Wra~~er: States 

· 21-24' 31 · a.n · cured' 41-45: 51-56: 61:6~ 2 1~-.1~.,.;:· )<~-' ~ ~ 32 ~ 35-37 ~ y ; 1) ; 
1}"000: 1~_:000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 
acres acres aGres acres acres acres acres acres acres 

Averages: 
1924 . ..,28 
1929-33 
1934-38 
1939-43 

1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 

1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 ;, ; 
1953 \I. 

c· 
1954 y 
1955 y 

'T (.. ~ 

i:--

893·7 224.4 322.2 31.2 
949.5 204.3 460.9 36.1 
863.2 .135.2 347.2 36.7 
872 . 8 ~'.' 90 .1 4 8 4 . 375. 3 . 

,, . 

:1,b17.3 
:1,078.7 
: 1,188-~8 ' 
: 1,1.61-:2 : 

883.8 

935.4 
958.4 

:1,110.1 
:1,111.3 
:1,021.8 
. 
:1,042.2 

991.7 

64.7 
61.3 
91.6 
83.8 
62.6 

60.7 
52.9 
49.0 
47.4 

~: 48.3 

496.6 
512.3 
489.0 
420.5 
432.0 

447.4 
408.3 
456.1 
463.5 
419.7 

45.0 
35.0 
50.0 
47.5 
46.6 

50.0 
50.0 
53.0 
50.0 
45.0 

52.0 420.9 50.0 
47.9 322.3 49.0 

85.9 
64.5 
L~2 .0 
38.6 

40.2 
44.1 
L!-0 .8 
35·3 
29.9 

31.9 
28.7 
26.5 
26.3 
26.0 

26.1 
24.6 

68.1 
65.3 
38.7 
45.2 

37·9 
36.0 

. 39.0 
42.7 
43.6 

42.4 
44.6 
39·5 
28.7 
3'0.2 

33 .. 2 

33·3 

Percentage change 

64.0 
56.3 
29.2 
39.2 

37.3 
41.8 
48.8 
46.4 
39·7 

39·5 
42.0 
31.7 
30.7 
29.3 

29.6 
28.2 

10.5 
11.2 
12.5 
13.6 
15.1 

15:6 
13~7 
13.6 
13.1 
1~.3 

13.0 
12_.9 

1,700.3 
1,847.3 .. 
1,501_.3 
1,510:3 

1,749.9 
1,820.7· 
1,960.8 
1,851.6 
1,553.6 

1,623.2 
1,599.0' 
1, 779.9 . 
1, 771.4 . 
1,632.9 r 

1,667.3 
1,510.1 

Per--.. ·-·· - Per- Per- Per--- i'er• -- Per- Per- Per- Per-

Av. 1947 ... 49 ·: 
to 19~-: 

cent cent cent 

..o3o.6 -25.6 

cent cent cent cent cent -
2.1 -24.1 -22.4 -32.7 -12.8 

1954 to 1955: -4.8 -7.9 -23.4 -2.0 -5·7 ·3 -4.7 -.8 
I • ~· •• \ 

1/ Typ~s 45, 56, and 24 ended in 1939, 1948, and 1949, respectively, 
y Su:b1jiect td revisidrt. · 

cent 
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' Table 22.- Tobacco: Yield per·acre in the United ~tates, by types, 
for specified p~riods with percentages 

Cigar 

Flue-: Fire-· Mary-: Dark . . air :Filler:Binder: : cured'Burley· United Period cured: 21-24: . 31 : land cured:41-45 :51-56 :Wrapper: States 11-14: y ~ : 32 35-37: !I : !I 61-62 
! 

Lb. Lb. Lb. Lb. Lb. !&.:. !&.:. Lb. !&.:. 

Average: 
1924-28 676 767 8o7 ·-781 784 1,340 1,256 '1,041 ' '765 
1929-33 707 777 777 683 803 1,035 1,350 1,039 770 
1934-38 856 811 819 749 83? 1,266 1,465 954 e65 
1939-43 963 ' 923 985 755 958 1,323 1,526 982 986 

1944 1,069 1,022 1,189 ·.850 1,116 f,44o 1,548 . 1,075 . 1,115 ' 
1945 1,088 951 1;1.27 '525 988 1,261 1, 518 '·.i, 001 1,094 ;.,, 
1946 1',137 '1'; 189 r·,256 925 1,215 J,;,469 1, 519 ~, .+,:900 . 1,181 
1947 1,135 1,031 1,153 795 1,054 1~419 1,495 '992: 1,1381' '' 

1948 1,233 1;170 1~1396 ', !{50 )..,165 1~566 1,,524 998: 1,274 
... ._ ! I 

1949 1,191 1,189 1,253 825 Jr,l33. 1,542 1J561 1,108 1,213;' . 
1950 :, 1,312c 1~102 1,222 8oo 998 1,474 1,547 1,130 1,269· 
1951 : 1,309 1,215 1,355 785 1,197 1,594 1,572 1,098 1,310 
1952 :. 1,229 1,228 1,403 805 1,286 1,550 1,532 1,124 1, 273:·. (\ 
1953 1,245 1,013 1,345·. 900 1,022 1,468 1,617 1,203 1,261 

(· \~ ,ic.l: 

1954 gj 1,261 1,197 1,585 900 1,325 1,664 1,641 1,264 1, 3~6 ~,\! 
1955 y 1,517 1,341 ·.1:~'$82 ' 1'25 -71,373 1;-526 1,506- 1-,l8o 1,494 

Percentage·~hange I '•' I 

Pet. ~ ' !:£1.:. Pet ... Pet. !:£!.:..)> ~ Pet. '· ~t. t' .~. 

: 
Av.l947-49: '' ' ' 

to-1955 27.9 18.7 24.9 ::-.8.2 22.9 1:1 -1.4' 14.2 23.7 

1954 to ' " 
.,: (",. .... - . 

1955 20.3 12.0 -.2 -19.4 3.6 -8.3 . 7'8.2 -6.6 11.0 
• !j\ 1 L 

1/ Types 45, 56, and 24 ended in 1939, 1948, and 1949, respectively. 
y Subject to revision. 
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Table 23 • - Tobacco manufactures: Net sales, net income, and profit 

Year 
and 

quarter 

1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 

1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 

1953 
1 
2 
3 
4 

1954 
1 
2 
3 
4 

1955 
1 
2 

ratios, annual 1947-54, by quarters 1953-55; . 7 - r·- 1: 

Net 
sales 

Net 
income 

: Before : After 
Federal : Federal 

tax tax 
::-:M-:-:il:-:1-:oi-on....-..~Mi~l~li;;;-o-n_.;....,.Mi,.,..llion 
:dollars dollars dollars 

2,641 
3,081 
3,061 
3,129 
3,329 

178 
257 
250 
281 
294 

109 
159 
156 
152 
129 

Profit , 
---=-=~: As percentage of 

Per dollar stockholders• 
of sales equity . 

(annual basif3 ); 
: Before : After : Before : After· 
: Federal :Federal : Federal Federa~ 

tax tax tax tax --- ~~~ 
I 

Cents 

6.7 
8.3 
8.2 
9.0 
8.8 

Cents 

4.1 
5.2 
5.1 
4.9 
3·9 

Percent Percent 

16.'6 
22.0 
20.2 
21 . .3 
21.8 

lCJ.l 
13.7 
12.6_ 
11.5· 

9.6: 

---- ---- ___ C~ur=rent serie.;;;.s--=1='-/ __ ----__ __ 

3,378 
3,702 
3,768 
3,672 

875 
940 
992 
961 

846 
932 
970 
924 

860 
975 

295 
285 
338 
329 

65 
90 
97 
86 

72 
81 
93 
83 

129 
120 
138 
156 

28 
35 
39 
36 

34 
38 
44 
40 

35 
47 

8.6 
10.1 

3·.8 
3.2 
3·7 
4.2 

3.2 
3·7 
3·9 
3·7 

4.0 
4.1 
4.5 
4.3 

4.1 
4.8 

21.7 
19.8 
22.9 
21.5 

17.9 
24.5 
26.1 
23.0 

19.1 
21.3 
24.1 
21.3 

18.8 
24.6 

- -- 9· 5' 
8.4 
9.4 

10.2 

1·1 
9·5 

10.5 
9.6 

9.0 
10.0 
11.4 
10.2 

8.9 
11.8 

~/ Not strictly comparable to the series previously published for 1947-51, 
but differences in the current a.nd previous series for 1951 are relatively 
minor. 

Compiled and adapted from QuarterlY Financial Report, United States 
Manufacturing Corporations, Federal Trade Commission and Securities and 
Exchange Commission. 
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