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STOCKS OF EVAPORATED AND CONDENSED MILK
HELD BY WHOLE3ALE GROCERS

(Merch 31, 1943)

Stocks of canned milk held by wholesale grocers, which were at an abnormally low
level at the begimnning of the yesr, had more than doubled during the G-months
period ended March 31. According to the reports of 309 firms to the United

States Department of Agriculture, their stocks of unsweetened evaporated milk (case
goods) totaled 34,393,000 pounds on March 51, 1943, compared with only 13,411,685
pounds on December 31, 1942. These same Firms reported 518,563 pourds of sweet-
ened condensed (case goods) on March 21, compared with 367,575 pounds 3 months
earlier, Stocks of evaporated milk held by reporting wholesale groccrs on March 31
were 51 percent larger than on thad date last year while canned condensed stocks
were down 3l percent,

During the first 3 months of %his year, the Department of Agzriculture released
more than 139 million pounds of evaporated milk tq¢ commercial organizations for
civilian use. It did not purchase any eveporated milk from nanufacturers during
this period. Manufacturers apparently have passed large quantities on to whole-
salers because early reports from manufacturers indicate smaller supolies in their
hands on April 1 than on January 1 this year despite an increacsed production and -
additional supplies purchased from the government.

The supplies of evaporated milk ir the hands of vholesale grocers on Morch 31 were
sufficient to meet their prevailing retnil store demand for nn average of 24 days,
compared with oniy 16 days' supply at the beginning of the year and 29 doys on :
March 31 a year ago.

STOCKS REZPORTED MARCH 21, 1043
— [ Number of firms Uordensed Milk | Evaporated Milk
i reporting (nounds) j (pounis)
TOTAL MAR. 31, 1943 218 519,221 M 54,479,740
MAR. 31, 1942 335 757,628 ~ 22,909,054
DEC. 31, 1942% 333 369,056 13,669,694
DEC. 31, 1941 - 330 474,987 28,413,391
COMBINED TOTALS — {pounis)
MAR, 31, 1943 ‘ 318 B 34,998, €61 S
MAR. 31, 1942 . 235 - P3,566,680
DEC. 31, 1942 333 - 14,058,950
DEC. 3, 1941 230 28,868,578

“*Pevised figures include lante Teports.
COMPARISON FOR SAME FIEMS RZPORTING DIFFEREINT PERICDS

(Povads)
302 Firmg - Evap.Milk-Mar. 31, 1943-34,%1,282[309 Firms-Mor.31,1943 ~ 34,393,007
" " " Mar. mL, 1943-21,980,524) " Doc.F1,1942 - 13,411,585
n Cond.Milk Mar. 31, 1943- 518,59oﬁ " Uer,31,1943 - £18,563
n n " Mar. 31, 1942- 778,230 T Doe.3,1842 - 267,575
284 firms reported aa average of 24 days' supnly - kar. 31, 1943
325 i n n nopo n - Mar. 3, 1922 (Revised)
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