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The Nominating Committee is pleased to nominate Robert 
Dickinson for the UCAR Board of Trustees.  Dr. Dickinson 
would bring to the Board a balanced and well-informed 
perspective rooted in significant experience at both NCAR and 
universities, as well as national and international leadership and 
service.  
 
Dr. Dickinson's scientific career has been primarily focused on 
improving our understanding of land surface/atmosphere 
interactions and, most recently, the use of satellite data to 
advance that topic.  He has been actively engaged in the use and development of NCAR 
models over many years.  Dr. Dickinson is a recipient of our field's highest awards, 
including the Meisinger, Charney, and Rossby Awards from the AMS and the AGU's 
Revelle Medal.  His broad background will be especially valuable on the Board as NCAR 
strives to embrace an Earth systems approach, while maintaining core strength and 
excellence in the atmospheric sciences.  
 
Dr. Dickinson's distinguished scientific contributions are accompanied by a remarkable 
record of service to the atmospheric science community, including recent leadership roles 
at AAAS, AGU (as president 2002-2004), the American Institute of Physics, CLIVAR, 
and the National Research Council.  This experience highly recommends him as a 
member of the Board.  

 
 

PERSONAL STATEMENT 
 

I have been close to NCAR programs for 40 years, 22 of which I was a scientist there.  
Much of what I do now, which involves climate modeling and the role of land in climate 
models, was initiated and shaped while at NCAR. I have worked closely with NCAR 
scientists since leaving to promote the success of the community climate modeling 
activities. For nearly a decade I worked toward the development of the more advanced 
land surface model that is now used as part of the Community Climate System Model.  
 
My current research programs funded by NASA, DOE, and NSF has largely been 
focused on various aspects of improving the understanding and data used for this land 
component.  Through my recent service as President of the American Geophysical Union, 
and through other community activities I have continued to increase my familiarity with 
the wide range of activities involved in scientific research and gained a better recognition 



of the most urgent and pressing issues facing institutions and national and international 
science.  
 
Through service on the UCAR board, I would be able to further contribute to the 
continued strength of NCAR.  
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Education 
1966 Ph.D: Meteorology, Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
1962 MS:   Meteorology, Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
1961 BA:   Chemistry and Physics, Harvard University 

Professional Positions 
2000-       :   Endowed Chair, Georgia Power/Georgia Research Alliance 
1999-       :   Professor, Georgia Institute of Technology, Atlanta, GA   
1993-1999:  Regents Professor, University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ  
1990-1993:  Professor, University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ   
1968-1990:  Scientist, National Center for Atmospheric Research, Boulder, CO  
1966-1968:  Research Associate, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, MA  

Honors and Awards 
2004: Honorary Membership in European Geosciences Union (EGU) 
2003: ISI Web of Knowledge List, ISI HighlyCited.com 
2002: Honorary Membership in the European Geophysical Society (EGS) 
2002: Member, National Academy of Engineering 
1996: Roger Revelle Medal, American Geophysical Union  
1996: Rossby Award, American Meteorological Society 
1995: G. Unger Vetlesen, Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory of Columbia University  
1992: Physics Distinguished Achievement Award for Outstanding Publication Contribution 
1988: Jule G. Charney Award, American Meteorological Society  
1988: Member, National Academy of Science 
1987: Fellow, American Geophysical Union 
1984: Fellow, American Association for the Advancement of Science   
1973: Meisinger Award, American Meteorological Society 

Professional Organizations and Committees 
2002-2004:  President - American Geophysical Union; 2000-2002: President-elect  
2004-2007: American Institute of Physics (AIP) Governing Board, Member of Audit Committee 
2004: Member, LTER National Advisory Board 
2004: Chair, External Advisory Committee, Center for Ocean-Land-Atmosphere Studies (COLA) 
2002: Oak Ridge National Laboratory - Global Change Research Advisory Panel 
2001: Co-Chair, The Global Carbon Project, An IGBP-IHDP- WCRP Joint Project 
2001-2002:  Chair, Atmospheric and Hydrospheric Sciences Section, AAAS 
2001-2002:  Co-Chair, Programme on Climate Variability and Predictability (CLIVAR) 
2001-2002:  Member, Committee on the Science of Climate Change, National Research Council 
2000: Chair, Center for Clouds, Chemistry and Climate External Advisory Panel 
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