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TURKEYS

Farm Production, Disposition,
Cash Receipts and Gross Income,
1955-56

rkey production in 1956 totaled about 77 million birds, the Crop Reporting Board an-
This is 17 percent more than the 65 million turkeys produced in 1955, Turkey pro-
p in all regions of the country except the North Atlantic States where it was down

- Tu
snced.
ction was u
percent.

California was again the leading State in the production of turkeys with 12% million birds
1956, followed by Minnesota with 9% million, Virginia with 6% million, Iowa with nearly 6
llion, Texas with 4% million and Ohio with more than 3 million birds, These six States
counted for 55 percent of the turkeys produced in 1956. The West North Central States, the
rgest producing area in the United States, produced about 28 percent of the Nation's turkeys
1956, the West 25 percent, the South Atlantic 17 percent, the East North Central 13 percent,
South Central 11 percent and the North Atlantic 6 percent.

Heavy Breeds Increase, Light Breeds Decrease: Turkey growers raised about 63 million
avy breed turkeys in 1956, 29 percent more than in 1955. They raised about 14 million light
ceds, a decrease of 18 percent. Of the turkeys raised in 1956, 82 percent were heavy breeds
i 18 percent light breeds, compared with 74 percent heavy and 26 percent light in 1955, In
56, heavy white breeds accounted for about one fourth of all heavies raised.

Turkey Sales Larger: Turkeys sold in 1956 totaled about 75 million--16 percent more
in 1955. Numbers sold increased in all parts of the country except the North Atlantic

tes,

January 1 Breeder Hen Holdings: Breeder hen holdings of the heavy breeds on January 1,
;7 were 14 percent larger than a year earlier, while holdings of light breeds were 2 percent
The number of all other turkeys on hand January 1, 1957 (market birds and breeder

naller.
s) was 26 percent larger.

Prices Decreased: The average price received for turkeys sold in 1956 was 27.2 cents

r pound live weight, compared with 30.2 in 1955.

Cash Receipts Larger: Cash receipts from the sale of 1,249 million pounds, live weight,
turkeys in 1956 totaled about 340 million dollars--4 percent more than in 1955. The 16 per-
nt increase in pounds of turkeys sold was partially offset by a 10 percent decrease in aver-

e price.

Market Birds Lighter: Market turkeys averaged 16. 6 pounds live weight in 1956, com-
red with 16, 7 in 1955.

Death Loss: Loss of poults in 1956 was 9.1 percent of those started, compared with
§ percent in 1955. Breeder hen losses were 6.6 percent, compared with 6,2 percent
1955,
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Turkeys: Number on farms January 1, by States, 1956-57 y

1956 1957
All turkeys Breeder hens All turkeys

Heavy Light | Total |Heavy | Light| Total | Heavy | Light | Total Heavy | Light| Total

Thou- Thou- Thou- Thou- Thou- Thou- Thou-  Thou-~ Thou- Thou- Thou- Thou-

sands sands sands sands sands sands sands sands sands sands sands s_agi;s;

11 5 16 9 3 12 1k 3 17 11 2 13

21 1 22 10 1 11 21 1 22 9 1 10

9 -- 9 6 -- 6 10 -- 10 6 -- 6

55 2 57 31 1 32 58 1 59 29 1 30

I - N 2 - 2 k4 -- in 2 - 2

22 5 27 11 1 12 21 3 24 10 1 11

Th 2 76 by 1 k2 7 3 80 4 1 L2

18 21 7 3 10 19 22 9 2 11
| _ 16 29 _ 175 _ 5k _ _ 9 _ 63 __ 152 _ 28 _ 180 _ 55 __ _8 _ _ 63 _

360 L7 Lot 171 19 190 376 Lo 418 172 16 188
J7TIS0T T TeL AT T TII6 T TR0 TIsE T T TAT00 T 52 T T EeE T T TAB3T T 736 T T Isg T

39 3 Lo 21 3 2k L3 3 46 20 1 21

sk 6 60 30 3 33 59 L 63 27 2 29

9 8 100 63 3 66 88 5 93 60 2 62
6T ___ M _ & 6 6 _ 62 __ 9 __9__100__ _61___3__9_

ko2 9 Lol 286 55 3 451 73 52k 297 Ll 341
73097 " TR 7350 263 T35 298 386 37 k237 T T30 32 352

1ks5 9 154 %6 L 100 167 10 177 121 4 125

191 56 2k7 1k 38 182 229 45 27k 155 32 187

31 3 34 20 2 22 35 1 36 21 1 22

35 3 38 10 1 11 29 10 39 10 1 11

3k 2 36 25 1 26 b7 2 kg 3k4 1 35
53 ___ 6 _59__36___2 _3B___sh __w__ 58 __ 3 __3__.31_

798 120 018 594 83 677 oL 106 1,056 695 Th 769
'""7"—"2'"§—'_3_‘"_1__—H'"__7"'i""E""'"{"I'"‘E“

23 8 31 18 6 2k 22 10 32 17 8 25

83 145 228 62 B 160 152 167 319 111 113 224

31 Lo 1 13 2k 37 30 Ly T4 13 2k 37

55 10 65 38 3 4 3N 5 69 Lo 2 Lo

Th 6 8o 63 L 67 79 L 83 57 3 60

63 -- 63 31 -- 31 66 -- 66 34 -- 3k
2 ___ 6 _ 2 __13 __ 5 _ 18 __ ek _ 1 __ 35 __ 15 _ 10 __ 25 _

357 217 574 241 1 382 L)y 242 686 290 161 451
""6§""'1“‘61I"Eh“”"l“jé"“@‘"‘I"‘76""§1""1'""‘5§"

32 3 35 22 2 2k 30 3 33 18 2 20

28 12 22 10 32 27 15 19 7 26

52 5 57 32 L 36 61 5 66 32 L 36

59 59 18 25 31 56 71 59 130 39 28 67

35 L 39 22 3 25 37 Ly 23 3 26

65 9 Th ks 7 52 79 6 85 55 5 60
3y ok 315 260 _ 35 _2% _ _ 377__ 5% _ _ 431 _ _ 30k 3B 3k

655 147 802 Y72 93 565 751 147 898 541 88 629
[ - A S R . R it

9 2 1 3 1 4 10 2 12 by 1 5

6 1 T 3 -- 3 L 1 5 2 - 2

19 1 20 8 - 8 25 2 27 10 -- 10

7 - 7 L -- L 7 -- 7 b -—- L

14 1 15 5 - 5 12 1 13 5 - 5

4s 15 60 2k 6 30 106 3 109 30 2 32

107 11 118 T2 6 78 17 -é 155 ';'; - éé

258 31 289 21k 17 231 275 31 306 236 18 254

Loeeee 1,150 Bh 1,30k 675 35 710 _ 1,50k b8 1,552 8ok 38 8k2
L6l 107 1,728 l0m 65 1,076 _ 2,08 _ 9T ~ 5,163 _ 1175 _ 6k 1,235
4,193 730 4,923 2,775 k56 3,231 5,035 710 5,745 3,170  LWT _ 3,817




Death loss of turkeys

Young turkeys lost as a Breeding stock lost g
Geographic percent of total numbers a percent of breederg
division bought and home hatched on hand January 1
1955 1956 1955 1956
Percent Percent Percent Percent
North Atlantic..'.....'. 9 7 7
East North Centraleeecece 10 10 T
West North Centraleececs. 10 10 6
South AtlantiCeseccccess 12 10 6
South Centml........'.. 9 9 6
westem....’............ 8 8 6
United. St&tes........... 9’8 901 6.2
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