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! - +TURKEY CROP LARGER THAN LAST YEAR

" Turkeys reised in 1966 are expected to total 115.8 million birds, 11
percent sbove last year's crop and 7 percent above the record year of 1961,
according to the Crop Reporting Board. The number of heavy white turkeys
being raiséd 1s up 33 percent, light breeds are up 8 percent, but bronze and
other heavy breeds are down 13 percent. An incresse in production of turkeys
is expected In all regions of the country. Increases by regions are:
South Central, 18 percent; South Atlantic, 13; West, 10; North Atlantic and
East North Central, -each 9 percent; and West North Central, 8 percent. = .

* The number of heavy breed turkeys raised in 1966 is expected to total

102.9 million compared with 92,8 million last year. ~Increases in heavy
breeds are 19 percent in the South Central, 15 percent in the South Atlantic,
12 percent in the West, 10 percent in both the Emst North Central and Rorth
Atlantic, and 7 percept in West North Central, The heavy white turkey crop
of 63.6 million is 62 percent of all heavies compared with 5L percenmt last -
year. Compared with last year incremses in heavy white production are ex-
pected in all regions, with the South Central up 77 percent, West up 31 -
percent, South Atlantic up 30 percent, West North Central up 28 percent,
Hast North Centrel up 24 percent, and the North Atlantic up 9 percemt.
The number of other heavy breed turkeys raised this year 1s expected to
total 39.3 million birds, 13 percent below the 45.0 million raised in 1965.
Decreases are 30 percent in the South Central, 26 percent in the East North
Central, 1T percent<in the West North Central, and 12 percent in the South
Atlantic. ' There was a 10 percent increase in the North Atlantic and a 1.
percent increase in the West| - = . C

© Number of light breed turkeys raised totaled 12.9 million compared with -
12,0 million in 1965, Increases in light breed production are expected in
all regions except the West which is down 30 percent and the North Atlantic
vhich is unchanged.. Increases are 20 percent in the West North Central, 9
percent in the South Atlantic, 5 percent in the South Central and 1 percent
in the Eest North Central., - -

» California, the leading turkey producing State this year, will raise
17.0 million birds; followed by Minnesota with 16.6; Missouri, 10.2; Iowa, -
7.6; Texas and Arkansss, 6.4 each; North Carolina, 5.9; Wiscomsinm, 5.7; end
Virginia, 5.5. _ - i N

Turkey poults hatched September 1965 through July 1966 were 1l.percent
more than In corresponding period the previcus yesr., Compered with a year
earlier, increases occurred in all months with the largest percentage ine
creases occurring from August 1965 through February 1966, The number of
heavy breed.eggs in. incubators on August 1 was down.12 percent from & year
earlier. The number.of light breed eggs in :incubators was up 6 percent .from
August 1 last year. -.Prices received; by prodiucers for live turkeys during
January through April were above the same months in 1965, but have been below
& year earliex each month since April. ‘ o :
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Turkeys: Number Raised on Farms
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_];/ Montane and Idaho combined to avoid disclosing individual opérations.



