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Turkeys raised in 1969 are expected to total 106, 4 million birds, less than
1 percent below 1968, according to the Crop Reporting Board. Fewer turkeys
are expected in the East North Central and West North Central regions, down 6
and 5 percent respectively, Increases by regions are as follows: South Atlantic,
10 percent; North Atlantic, 8 percent; and the South Central and West combined
up 1 percent.

Heavy breed turkeys raised in 1969 are expected to total 95, 0 million com-
pared with 93.2 million last year -~ an increase of 2 percent. Increases by
regions are as follows: South Atlantic, 17 percent; North Atlantic, 10 percent;
and the South Central and West combined, 3 percent. The East North Central is
down 5 percent and the West North Central down 4 percent.

Light breed turkeys raised during 1969 are estimated at 11,5 million birds,
14 percent below the 13,3 million raised during 1968. All regions are below a
year earlier. Decreases by regions are as follows: South Central and West com-
bined, 42 percent; South Atlantic, 17 percent; East North Central, 10 percent;
West North Central, 8 percent; and the North Atlantic, 6 percent.

Minnesota, the leading turkey producing State this year, will raise 16.7
million birds; followed by California with 15, 0; North Carolina, 9,7; Missouri,
7.7; Texas, 7,0; Arkansas, 6.5 Iowa, 5.7; Virginia, 4.2; Ohio, 4. 0; and
Indiana, 3.6 million.

Turkey poults hatched during the period, September 1368 through July 1969,
was less than 1 percent below the corresponding period a year earlier. Com-
pared with a year earlier, decreases occurred during the months, September
through December, increases January through March and decreases again from
May through July. The largest increases from a year earlier were in January
and February, 18 and 13 percent respectively. The greatest percentage decreases
were in the September - December 1968 period, ranging from 13 to 18 percent.
Decreases May through July ranged from 2 to 4 percent, Turkey eggs in incubators
on August 1, 1969 were up 16 percent.
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