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The peak in spindle activity appears definitely to have been passed. rhe trend of activ
. ity in the noncotton growing States has been downward for more than I~ years. In the cotton
growiog States, which represent about four-fifths of the total industry, the peak in percentage 
of activity was reached about the middle of last season. For the country as a whole, spindle ac
tivity this summer was at the lowest level since the latter part of the 1911-0-I.J.I season. SOII\e 
lmpt.ovement lla,a since oc~urred, but the trend in spindle activity is expected to continue down
ward largely as a result of the tight labor situation in the cotton textile industry. 
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Summary 

Indications are that the 1944 cotton acreage goal, AS determin~d in a 

series of State meetings held ~uring October, will be slight~y above the 1943 

acreage and about h~lf way behreen this acreage M.d the', 1943 goal of 22-1/2 

million ~=~ores. 

Both the United States fRrm price And parity pric~ advRrtced in 

October. The farm pric~ rosr~ from 20.20 cents in September to 20.28 in 

October while the narity nrice incre~sed from 20.46 c~nts, at which level it 

had held since July, to 20.58 cents in October, 

Ginnings through Octob~r 17 totaled A.bout 7.8 million bl'l.les, compA-red 

with 8.2 million bales in the same period last year, Apuroximately 31 pAr-

cent of the crop rema.ined to be ginned after that date, a slightly smaller 

proportion of the crop thRn remained on that date in either 1941 or 1942. 

During the eArly pP.rt of the season the ~verage grade of the cotton ginned 

WAS considerably above that of thG corresponding portions of either the 1941 

or 1942 crops. Through OctobAr 17 approximately 1.5 million bales or 19 

pr~rc.qnt of tha total ginnings Wl'lre Strict Middling find higher, compar~d l•ri th 

8.5 p~rcent a year ago. Th~ grade for ginnings from October 1 through 

OctobBr 17 Ht"s substantially low·er than during th"' s~>me p·"'riod lPst season 

but, becRuse of the lPrge quantity of high-gr~de cotton obtained earliAr in 

thg se8son, the average grade index of all cotton ginn3d is still higher than 

During Se-ptemb"r about 872,000 bal<>s of cotton were consumP,d by 

AmericP.n mills. This was slightly l~rger than in eith~r July or August. 

Should consumption continug throughout th"l Y3Ar t=tt thA seme d~.i1y rflte t'l.s in 
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Septl'lmbr.?r, consumption for th"3 full seHson \<rould totF~l :=tbout 10.4 million 

bales. This would c~mpare 1dth 11.1 million -bal~s bst s"3ason ~md 11.2 

million bal'3s in 19.41-42 .•. 

Unofficial RAports Indic.<Jt'9 1944 Uni t9d States 
Goal ~ ~ ~ 1!! 1943 

Looking for,.,rArd to th"l 1944 -prod,~ction seA-son, represAntPti v.qs of 
State e1nd Fed<=Jral Agricultural agencies held mAAtings during OctobAr in all 
cotton-producing St[l,tes for the purpose of establishing 1944 uroduction goHls. 
On the bRsis of r.:?-ports from thes~ m9·'tings, indicPtions arA that th~ 1944 
cotton f1Cr~"age goF~i "rill be sli~Shtly 8,bOV'P. the 1943 Acre8{Se Pnd a-bout half 
way bet,..reen this acr<>age .<=~nd th9 1943 goal of 22-1/2 million acres. 

Paritx Price Advpnc3s in OctobAr; 
FArm~ Also ~Slightly 

AftAr holding A-t 20.46 c<=Jnt s -p·er pound from July throug...h Septemb~r, 
thA parity price of cotton adv~~ced to 20.58 cAnts per pound in OctobAr. 
This was the highest lev"ll since Novemb-~r 1929. The United StatPs fp,rm price 
of cotton RVI'lrag•'3d 20.2.8 ct'lnts in OctobAr. This WPS abo'-lt 99 percAnt of 
pflri ty !"nd comparAs ~.ori th 20.20 cl'mts pAr pound in Sepb=>mb~r. 

Th~ fl'l.rm nrice of cottons·>9d '"as $52.50 per ton in Oct-ober, a gain of 
$0.60 over September. Cottonseed '•J?.s 140 p"'rc-"nt of parity. 

Spot cotton ~ricAs dAclinAd alightly during.Octob~r. In the 10 
d8signatf'd spot markets the day-to-day chang9s in the pric-3 of Middling 
15/16-inch cotton ~..r'3r!3 fairly small. Th~ av""rt:tge price of 20.32 conts dnring 
October WFIS about .l/8 C•"nt below th<=> S . .,ptombAr FIV~rRg~ Of 20.44 CAnts pAr 
pound. 

Ginnings Tr~i1 1942 but Perc8ntage of Crop· 
Ginned is Higher ~ ~ YAAr Ago 

Through OctobGr 17 ginnings tot.Aled 7,791,691 bal"ls comparPd 1•Jith 
8,182,596 bales in 1942 and 6,857,017 bal~s in 1g4l. ApuroximatAly 31 percent 
of the crop r8mained to be ginned .sftFlr October 17. This compl'l.res ~.ori th 34 
percent in 1942 and )5 pRrcent in lg4l. LAss thAn anA-fourth of th3 crop 
remainPd in A1A.bF~ma, GPorgia, s·outh Carolina, Louisiant=t, Mississippi, and 
FloridA, 1>rhile over hF~lf remained in Virginia and the thr~e '\'{estern irrigRted 
StRtes, Arizona, California, and New Mexico. The gr<>atest cht=tngA in the per
centage remaining to be ginned after October 17 ~·rAs in Missouri. Th"lre, 
because of the later crop this set=tson, 46 percent was yet to be ginnPd this 

·year compared ,,ri th 30 percent in lg42. 
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~P.ll ty of Ginnings .!.£ Early October Lower 
than ~Year Earlier; for Season to Date, 

Staple Shorter~ ~ Grade Higher 

The staple length of the cotton ginned during the first half of October 
was 1/32 inch shorter than that ginned during the corresponding period of last 
season. The grade index was also lower by 1.7 points than du~ing the first 
half of October lg42. 

For the season through Octob9r 17 the average staple length wRs 31.8 
thirty-seconds inch compared 1..ri th 32.1 thirty-Mconds inch up to the Mme time 
a year ago. Some slight improvem~nt in the average sta9le length was evident 
in the Southeastern States but in most of the oth8r States, pRrticularly thoc;e 
in which the summer dr.ought was most severe, the staple Rv~raged some,.vhat 
shorter than in lg42. ·The most severely affected State Wl'ls Oklahoma, ,._,her'3 the 
average staple 11!as 28.4 thirty-se.conds inch compared 1•ri th 30.4 thirty-s.=>conos 
inch in lg42, a decline of 1/16 inch. 

The United Statec; average staDle length 111as not only shorter but also 
the perc•mtage of ginnings und-3r 15/16 inch was lBrger, 15.2 percent compared 
~>ri th 14.0 p"'rcent a year ago. H<>re, too, some improvern-:o.nt occurred in the 
Southeast but it \o.ras much more than offset by the increase in very short 
staple cotton in the drought Statss,. In Oklahoma the 1J8rcentage of cotton 
having a staple length of less than 15/16 inch up to mid-October increased 
from 32.7 pGrcent in lg42 to 64.0 p.-"rcent this year. 

The grade index in most States ,.,as hit;her thi "1 yAar than lMt t '!lhrough 
Octob~r 17 the United States grade index averaged 97.8 compared with 96.9 ~or 
the same period last season. Of the total cotton ginned u~ to that time 19.0 
:per.cent w,As Strict Middling and higher and P<{uivFtlent grf\des of colored 
cotton. ~his is much above the !L5 perc.=>nt 1.<rhich th·"l~e grades comprised 
during the same period of lg42. 

Hm>~ever, because of· a. sharp recent drop in grades, cotton '"as lo,,rer 
during the first half of October than in 1942. During the ginning -p·~riod, 
OctobPr 1 to 17, only 4.1 p2rc ~nt of thA cotton we-s Strict' Iv!idoling and 
higher, compared with 7.0 ~qrcent during th8 corresponding ginning ueriod 
last yr:ar. Thus, the high perc8ntage of cotton Strict Middling·And high•>r 
so far this ye1H is due to the fact ·that in the early part of th"l ginning 
season grades ,._,,"Jre much high"'r than a year 8arliAr. 

Consumption Improved Slightly in S~ptember: 
Was at Annual Rate of 10.4 Million :i3flles 

Consumption of cotton av"!raged 40,563 bal·"s l)er ,,rorking day in 
Sept"lmbPr." This was considerably above thP low for the sum:n'3r of )8, 285 
bal~'>s per day recorded during A1~gust. Totel consumption elso increac;ed, 
rising from about 840,000 bal"ls in July ?nd about 84~,000 bal~s in August to 
872,109 bales in SeptembAr. Should consurn~tion continue at the Sentemb~'>r 
daily rate for th'3 remainder of the seRson, consumption this s·~ason 1.<TOuld 
total about 10.4 million bales. This ,,rould comp11r'J 1•rith 11.1 million bales 
last season Rnd About 11.2 million bAles in 1941-42. 
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Output of cotton textilss is limi t0d n"'i thAr by the suuply of ra,, cot top 
which is obviously ample nor by the demand for textil~s which is suffici0nt 
to provide a ready market for an 8V'3n larger quantity of goods th~m are 
E~Va.ilable. Thf ma-jor cause for the indicptqd d8cline is.' to be found rFJthgr 
in the labor situation confronting cotton mill~. 

The labor turn-ovAr rate has b''"en high. Exp.:Jrienc.e>d •·rorkers ,.,ho have 
left the mills have beert replaced, of necessity, •·•ith ineX1?""rhnced and vgry 
oft"ln less efficient l·.forkers. Moreov~~r, since last Dec8.mb3r, '11h'3n thP pt~Al.c 

in textile employment '"Hs reached, it has b8en impossible to r0place. ~'<ll 

••rorkers who have left, and total employmrmt hHl". d"'!clint?d ab<>ut 5 pGrcent. 
The labor situation is expected to b~come even tighter l~t~r in th"l s?0son. 

1944 FArtiliz"lr Supplies will be LPrger 
thnn in 1943; Farmers Urged to 

Accept Earlr D~livery 

Fertili?:''r supplies Available to cotton fRrm~rs for use in lg44 "~-Jill 
be some••rhat iarge!- thp.n in 1q43. The tot!"l supply of nitrogen ,,ill bA :'lbout 
33 p.<\rcent larger than in 1gl+3 End tha supply of phosphorus R.bout 20 n·""'rc:Jnt 
larger. The :supply of .Potash, on the other hand, ,rill be ~'\_bout 10 perc?n t 
smeller th~ in 1g43. 

F~rm8rs ~nd d~al~rs ar3 being urg~d by the WP.r Fooc Administr~tion to 
place th"Jir orders for fertiliz""r as soon PS possible ;nd_ Pcc<:>pt dAlivery PS 

soon ~s the ord"Jrs c~n be filled. If this is not done tnero is TAP~on to 
doubt if the fertilizer .mixing plP...nts '"ill be abl"J to su"9ply f2.:rm"'!'S ',,,i th 
F~ll of the fertilizer for 111:1ich r·fi"'T !nateriPls Are in prosp!'lct in ti:ne for 
it to be of inRXimum use. The labor si tuP.tion in m~.ny mixing plFint's is v?ry 
tight. It is n"Jcessary, therefore, for their mixing op"'rl'ltions to 0-"' ~nr~Pd 
ov8r about A. 6-month p"'riod ?s cornpA.r~d ~~rith th'= mo.re normt:~l 60-dP.y ;)~riod. 
Since thcrA is insufficient storag."! spnce at mru1y mixing plAnts to p-orrnit th-"l 
Accumulation of large supplies of rnix<:)d f"Jrtilizer "-'i thout 8i tk'r ·hFmdiCPTYping 
furth~r mixing opqra~ions or being forced to shut do~mt it is d9sir~blo thPt 
ord-~rs be avAil~ble to p:>rmit'the f/'lrtili'l8r to b~·shipp"'d out PS.reRdy. Thn. 
gen"lrally tight shipping si tw=1tion 1'1;1. so mr>k:~s it d"sir?ble thP.t tha shi 1_)TJing 
sea !'len for fertilizer be spreFI.d over ?. long.-,r .... than-norml'll period. 



Table 1.- Cotton, all kinds: Ginnings before October 17 and quantity remaining to be ginned 
after that date, by States, 1941-43 

State 
-----G. . t----h gh- : ---:- Remainin~ to be ginned-after Oct. 17 2/ 

~nnlngs rou . . f 1 : o~t 17 : Total g1nn~ngs : ~t l : Percentage o tota 
~ • A~ ua . . 

:. : : : g~nn4ngs 

=- ~:--1942 : 1943 :. 1941 : 1942 :1943 1/: 1941 : 1942 : 1943 : ~: 19 2~:~19~ 
--=-:-r-;oo_o_ -r;ooo--1-, o-oo--1, ooo -l-,-o-oo--1-,-ooo-1-, o_o_o_ ~1-.-o-oo--1-, o-oo-- --- --

: bales bales bales bales bales bales bales bales bales Percent Percent Percent . . 
.Alabama ......... ! 
Arizona ••••••• : 
Arkansas •• 4 ••• ~ 

California •••• : 
Florida ••••••• : 
Georgia ••••••• ! 
Louisiana ••••• : 
Mississippi ••• : 
Missouri •••••• : 
New !:iexi co •••• : 
North Carolina : 
Oklahoma ....... : 
South Carolina : 
Tennessee •••• .,: 
Texas •e•••••••: 
Virginia ....... : 
Other ••••••••• : . . 

669 
55 

1,026 
66 
14 

532 
278 

1,197 
357 
18 

397 
232 
325 
452 

1,212 
12 
16 

727 
28 

963 
33 
14 

685 
496 

1,458 
289 

25 
398 
333 
523 
386 

1,802 
11 
13 

-- -
794 

29 
759 

4o 
13 

675 
594 

1,405 
182 

35 
407 
179 
529 
315 

1,815 
12 
7 

774 
178 

lt381 
396 
15 

637 
311 

1,388 
471 

96 
569 
692 
408 
574 

2,558 
24 
23 

892 
188 

1,428 
399 
15 

853 
572 

1,887 
414 
104 
735 
687 
695 
603 

2, 917-
28 
20 

929 
137 

1,064 
357 
14 

822 
702 

1,748 
338 
105 
677 
353 
701 
499 

2, 734 
21 
19 

'105 
123 
355 
330 

1 
105 

33 
191 

. 114 
78 

172 
460 

83 
122 

1,346 
12 
7 

United States: 6,857 8,183 7,792 10,495 12,438 11,219 3,638 

Compiled in part from reports of the Bureau of the Census. 
1/ Indicated October 1. 
2/ Obtained by subtracting rounded figures. -, 

16'5 135 
160 108 
465 305 
366 317 

1 l 
168 147 

76 108 
429 343 
125 156 

79 70 
337 270 
354 174 
172 172 
217 184 

l, 115 919 
17 9 
7 12 

4,255 I 3,427 

14 
69 
26 
83 
67 
16 
11 
14 
24 
81 
30' 
66 
20 
21 
53 
50 
30 

35 

_18 
85 
33 
92 
7 

2D 
13 
23 
30 
76 
46 
52 
25 
36 
38 
61 
35 

34 

15. 
7':1 
29 
89 
71 
18 
15-

·-20 
46 
'67 
4o 
49 
25 
37 

'34 
'~ Lt../ 
63 

31. 

~ 
~ 

~ 
~ 
1--' 

'-.0 

5 

CY\, 

t . 



Table 2.- Cotton, Upland: Grade and staple of ginnings through October 17, by States, 1942 and 1943 0 

r 
P~rcen{age- o[gin!l1:ngs Strict- m . . + • Season through Oct. 17 . 

' . :~ Jfiddl.:!.Ef:~d hig~ 1/ • " - ... .. 
State . Average ~taple :Percentageshorten . . Season through • Grade index • Oct. l-17 

. . length : than 15Ll6 inch : . . Oct. 17 . • . 
1~42 . 19f~3 : 1942 : 1943 : 1242 . 1943 :, 1942 . 19,+3 . 1942-· : 1~43 • . • . 

: 3.2d in_ch .3.2d inch Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 

Alabama •••••• • : 30·7 30.8 16.1 15·3 97.4 98.0 3·5 2.0 3·1 12~9 
.A.ri zona ••••••• : 33·6 33·3 g/ • o 102. 97 .o . 56·9 1·7 61.3 15-7 
A!"kansas ....... : 33·4 32.2 3·1 . 7-4 98·3 98.9 7·1 4.4 8.8 24.4 
California •••• : 34.8 31.}. 7 12~ .o 103.8 103.4 92.2 85·7 91.3 84.4 
Florida ••••.•• : 32-7 33·0 10.6 93.4 96.9 .o 2/ 3·2 5·3 
Georgia ••••••• : 31·3 31·5 12.2 7.4 96.1 96.9 3-4 1:-6 3·1. 3·0 
Louisiana ••••• : 32·5 32·3 }.8 6.5 96·5 97.6 3·2 1.1.~ 7-4 21.4 
Mississippi ••• : 34.0 33·6 1.8 1.9 98.4 98.6 8.2 1.9 13.5 28.7 
Missouri •••••• ; 33·6 33·8 .4 .2 ·97 .3 .. 97•0. 5·5 1.3 5·8 6.3 
New Mexico •••• : 36.0 35·4 101.0 102.0 30·3 43·3 37·0 53·3 

--J .o .o J· North Carolina : 32.6 32.6 4.5 a-4 96.9 96.6 3·4 2.1 5-2 7-9 
Oklahoma ••••• • : 30.4 28.4 32-7 6 .o 94.1 97-1 3·1 3·0 3·5 10.8 
South Carolina : 32-9 33·2 .6 .2 96.0 96.1 2.3 ·9 4.2 4.7 
Tennessee ••••• : 32.8 32.1 9-4 9.6 98.8 96·5 11.4 .. 9 14.3 9·3 
Texas ••••••••• : 30.1 29.8 39·2 4o.4 95·3 98.0 7·0 3·1 8.5 23.6 
Virginia •••••• : 33·2 32.5 .8 1.8 92.0 94.5 .o .o .o 1.1 

United States: 32.1 31.8 14.0 15.2 96.9 97·8 6.7 4.0 8.2 18.8 . . 
Compi.led fromreports of the Cotton andFiber:Branck, Fo-od-Distrfbution Administration. 
1/ Strict. Middling and higher, White and Extra White, nnd Good Middli~g Spotted. 
~/ Less than 0.05 percent. 



Table 3·- STATISTICAL SU~W,ARY 

---- -------:-Unit --:- 19'42:=== 194~ !Pct.:of 

Item : or ~ase .: Sept. : July : Aug. ~ Sent. : yea:r 
_____ : __ perlod _· _. ·_. __ ·_:_· __ : ___ : __ .·_'· __ :.ago 4J 

Prices: : : · · 
.fvliddling 15/16-inch,lO m1'!.rkets: Cent 18.72 20,85 20.45 20.44 l<l9 
Farm, United States .......... : CeJ1t 18.59 19.60 19~81 20.20 108 
Parity ....................... : Cent 18.97 20,1+6 20,46 20.1~6 10.e 
Farm, percentage of parity: .• :· Percent 98 96 97 q9 101 
Premium of 1-1/8-inch over 
basis ?:,/: 

iviemphi s , .................... : 
Carolina "B" mill area •.... : 
New England mill area •••.• , : 

American-Egyptian,farm,Arizona: 
SxP, N'e\v EnglFmd mill points}/: 
Cloth, 17 constructions •••••. : 
Mill margin (17 constructions): 
Cottonseed, farm price •••.•.• : 
Cottonseed, parity •••..•.•••• : 

Point 
Point 
Point 
Cent 
Cent 
Qent 
Cent 

Dollar 
Dollar 

Cottonseed, fa.rm,pct.of parity: Y~rqent 
Consumption: : 
All kinds during month, total : 1,000 bales 
All kinds cumulative, total •• : 1,000 bales 
All kinds per day, total •.... : Bale : 
All kinds, annual rate ........ :Million ba:tes: 
American-Egyptian cotton,total: Bale 
American-Egyptian, cumulative : Bale 
Foreign cotton, total ••.••••• : Bale 
Foreign cotton, cumulative ••• : Bale 

Spindle activity: : 
, Spindles in place •••..•..••.• : 

Active s.9ind1es ........ , ..••• : 
Perce!1tage active ••.....•..•• : 
Hours operated, total •••..... : 
Hours per spL1dle in oper? ti'on: 
Hours per day 4/ •••.....•..•. : 

Stocks, end of month: 
Consuming establishments ••..• : 
Public storage and co"1presse·s : 
To tal 5_/ . , ............. · . · · .. · · : 
Egyptian cotton, total 5/ ..... : 
American-Egyptian cotton, : 

Thousand 
Thous<>nd 
Percent 
l•iil1ion 

Hour 
Hour 

1, 000 ba.les 
1, 000 baies 
1, 000 bales 

Bale 

444 
644 
669 

41.0 
45.30 
40~62 
22.03 
45.33 
34.50 

131 

401 
6o6 
631 

47.96 
40.62 
19.94 
44.50 
37.20 

120 

392 
585 
610 

45.7 
48.20 
4o. 62 . 
20.34 
50.90 
37;20 

137 

95q,7 839·9 842.3 
1,885 11,100 '842 

44,639 39.994 38,285 
11.4 10.'2 9·9 
4,314 ,,524 3.369 
8,457 50,273 3.369 

16,701 9,907 10,192 
32,031 169.654 10,192 

23,836 
22, ggg 

96-.4 
11,190 

487 
16.2 

1, 7SG 
9. 713 
11,4~9 
27,956 

23,401 
22,667 
96.9 
9,838 

436 
14.1 

2,117 
7. 704 
9. 821 

33,052 

23,403 
22,633 
96.7 

10,091 
446 

14.4 

1,929 
S,027 
9.956 

34,292 

434 
609 
634 

46.3 
4~.13 
40.62 
20.37 
51.90 
37· 20 

140 

872.1 
l, 714 

4o .• 563 
10.4 
3,633 
7.,002 

10,403 
20,595 

23.352 
22,631 
96·9 

10,325 
456 

15.2 

1,930 
10,433 
12,363 
37.ll.~3 

98 
95 
95 

lf3 
lOG 
lOQ 
92 

114 
168 
10{ 

m 
9~ 
91 
91 
g~ 

88 
62 
64 

98 
9.3 

lOl 
92 
94 
94 

108 
107 
lOS 
133 

total 5/ .................... : Bale 23,621 36, 5l-n 36,960 39.43fi 167 
Index numbers: . : 

Cotton consumption ••....•.••. :1935-39 = 100: 171 153 147 156 g1 
Spindle activity§../ ...... · .. -..: .. Percent:·: 135.4: 120.0 · 122.5 · 127.5 94 
Prices paid,interest,F~.nd taxes;l910-14 = 100: 152 165 165 165 10~ 
Industrial production •••... ~.:1935-39 ='100: 208' 239 .· 242 21.~3 H7 
Wholesale prices~~·~·. :1910.::14 .= 100: ~ ___ 151 !2L_ _l5.! _1.Q.1± 

Compiled from officie.l ·sources. 1.7 .ibplios to last month for "rhich dP.tP. are 
aYailable. ?:,/ Premiums for Middling 1-1/8 L1.ch basod on nefl.r actiYe month futures 
at N'e''' York. J./ SxP, Ho, 2, 1-1/2 inch, l'l'e,~r England mill points. '!!_/ T~tFI.l hours 
per spindle in operation divided by number of days in calendar mbnth. 2/ Includes 
only stocks in mills and public storage and nt compresses, 6/ 3Asad on 5-day 
80-hour per week operation. -
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