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SHEEP AND LAMBS ON FEED —- UP 11 PERCENT

Sheep and lambs on feed for slauvghter market in the T major feeding States on
March 1 totaled 1,012,000 head, 11 percent more than a year earlier, according to
the Crop Reporting Board. There were more sheep and lambs on feed than a year
earlier in Nebraske, Kansas, Texas and Colorado, but less in Iowa, Souti Dakota and
California.

Sheep and lembs placed on feed during January and Februvary in the 7 States to-
taled 408,000 hesd, up 2k percent from a year earlier. Weather conditions last fall
in Colorado delayed sugar beet harvest and avellsbility of beet tops and pulp for
feeding, resulting in a large mumber of sheep and lambs belng placed on feed during
January and February. Marketings of fed sheep and lambg for sglaughter during Jan-
uary and February toteled 871,000 head, down 1l percent from the same period in 1969.

The number on feed in each weight group and the change from March 1, 1969 are
as follows: Under 70 pounds - 32,000 head, down 20,000; TO-T9 pounds = 104,000 head,
up 22,000; 80-89 pounds 211,000 head, up 23,000; 90-99 pounds - 414,000 head, up
42,000 head; 100 pounds and over 251,000 head, up 34,000,

Sheep and lambs on feed: Number, weight groups,
placements and marketings

Weight groups, March 1
Under Topound-vs .‘."ll...'..‘.llll 52 32 62

7 States 1f
Ttem . " -
i w1 ww ;WP
: - 1,000 head - Percept
Sheep and lambs on feed, March 1 : 911 1,012 111

70-79 mlnd-s l‘.l.l"l."...t'.ll.: 82 loll- 127
80-89 mnds .lll..l'l‘."..l.“.l: 188 211 112
90-99 POllndS .t..a.tt.-llno.nn.ltl: 372 Ll'lll' lll
100 pounds And OVETr seeewsesesrass’ 217 251 116
Sheep and lambs placed on feed, .
Jamuary 1-February 28 2/ 330 508 12k
Fed sheep &nd lambs marketed, :
Jamary 1-February 28 2/ lveeeeiinesat 979 871 89

Sheep and lambs on feed, Januery 1 ...: 1,560 1,475 95
L7 T States listed in tables on page 2.

Includes sheep and lambs placed on feed after January 1 and marketed before
March 1.
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Sheep and Lambs on Feed:

Number, placements and marketings, 1969 and 1970

Placed during

: Marketed during

: Nunber on feed 1/ : January and : January and
: : : M h . :
State . March .January K March :13;3 ai’: Februf;y 2/ . Febru?ry g
H 1’ T 1 : l, Hv : .
Y1989 ¢ 19;0 F 1970 .A of Mar: 1969 : 1970 1969 ' 1970
: : : 1, 1969 : : : :
: - - - 1,000 head - - Percent - ---1,000 head - ~ - -
Iowa .......: 138 218 118 86 59 55 178 155
S. Dak, ....: 65 145 62 95 35 36 158 119
Nebr., ......: 75 154 79 105 20 21 116 96
Kans. ......1¢ 57 106 66 116 2 12 45 52
Texas venauset 195 300 249 128 8o 89 136 140
Colo. vevu..t 307 420 365 119 100 185 273 240
Calif, .....: 74 132 73 99 25 10 73 69
Total :
 States ..: 911 1,475 1,012 111 330 408 979 871
Sheep and Lambs on Feed: By weight groups, March 1
" Under 70 . 70-79 . 80-89 .  90-99 100 pounds
State . pounds . pounds . pounds . pounds ., and over
©1969 1970 F 1969 ¢ 1970 ° 1969 P 1970 ° 1969 ' 1970 ® 1969 1970
e === 1,000 head -~ - - ~ -
Towa ......n: 13 8 17 11 21 25 65 47 22 27
S. Dak. ....: 4 4 4 4 14 11 29 22 14 21
Nebr. ......2 3 2 6 6 13 14 39 43 14 14
Kans. sevasel 2 2 2 6 15 14 28 31 10 13
TeXas veavast 20 14 43 52 69 80 48 g5 15 8
Colo. seueent 9 1 9 18 36 59 144 148 109 135
Calif. .....: 1 1 1 7 20 8 19 28 33 29
Total : 52 32 82 104 188 211 372 414 217 251
7 States ..:

1/ Sheep and lambs on feed are animals being fattened for slaughter market on
grain, other concentrates or succulent pastures and are expected to produce a
carcass that will grade good or better.

2/ Includes sheep and lambs placed on feed after January 1 and marketed before
March 1.
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EARLY TAMB CROP 1970

The early lamb crop in Kansas, Texas and California totaled 2,215,000
head ~- down 2 percent from last year. However, Texas early lamb crop was up slighlty.
Weather conditions for lanrbing have been generally favorable,

KANSAS: Early lambs dropped in Kansas this year amounted to 175,000 head, 15

. percent less than the early lambs born in 1969. Lambing conditions
have been generally favorable, with no unusual losses from the weather. In
Eastern and Central areas vheat pastures are providing grazing for lambs and ewe
flocks. Lambing has been later this year than & year earlier.

TEXAS: The number of early lambs born this year in Texas is estimated at 1,200,000

head compered with 1,184,000 head for 1969. In contrast, breeding ewes on
hand January 1 were down 6 percent, but the proportion lambing early was up 3 points.
Weather conditions were ideal for lambing with an above average number saved. Graz-
ing conditions have been favorable and ewes entered the lambing season in good
conditione. Spring grazing prospects are excellent,

CALIFORNIA: California's early lamb crop totaled 840,000 head, down 5 percent from

the 880,000 head dropped a year earlier. Range feed supplies were
adequate and ewes entered the lambing season in good condition. ILembing conditions
were generally favorable. Below average early rainfall and mild temperatures were
beneficial for lambing. Some loss was reported along the northern coast during
February rains, but lambing was nearly complete in southern areas.

Number Early Lambs March 1 1/

: : + 1970 as

State : 1969 : 1970 :  percent

H : ; of 1969

: === 1,000 head - - - Percent
Kansas ssesecsscsccserovnnnse! 207 175 85
Texas C R PO NSRRI IBIBEREREEES O, 1,1811- 1,2m ol
California essecesssccscseseasnet 880 814-0 95

Total 3 States sesecesvenecs: 2,271 2,215

;/ In Kansas and Texas early lambs are lambs living March 1 which were born between
October 1 and March 1. 1In California, early lambs are lambs living March 1 which
were born between September 1 and March 1.
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