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1. Name 

historic Monroe Park ' H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  - .. (VHLC F i l e  No. 127-383) 

and or common N/A 

2. bocatioke 

street & number 
( s e e  con t inua t ion  shee t  # 8 )  

q A n o t  for publication 

Richmond 
city, town 

N/A . . . - vlclnlty of 

state Virg in i a  code 51 county ( i n  c i t y )  code 760 I 
3. C8assificatiom I 

I 

Category Ownership Status Present Use 1 
X district -public 2 occupied -agriculture - museum 
- buiiding(s) - private - unoccupied X commercial X- park 

1 
! 

- structure X both -work in progress -educational X- private residence 
-site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment X _  religious 
-object - in process -yes: restricted - government - scientific 

- being considered X. yes: unrestricted -industrial - transportation 

N/ A - no -military -other: 

4. Owner off Property 

name Mul t ip l e  Ownership (See Cont inuat ion Shee t  # 1) 

I 
I 

street & number N/A 

N/ A city, town N/_A_ vicinity of state N/A I 
i 

5. Location of ibegca8 Description i 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Richmond C i t y  H a l l  

street & number - -- 900 Eas t  Broad S t r e e t  -- 

city, town Richmond state V i r r ~ i n i a  23219 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
?I) Ptonroe Park  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  by Robert Winthrop 
title(?) Nest F rank l in  S t r e e t  His tor iaas  this property been determined eligible? -yes X no - Nrm2 u 

-- 1st-rict1 
date (1) 1983 (2)  1972 - federal 12) stale - county Cll local 

VTrginia H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 
depository for survey records 221 Governor S t r e e t  -- ~ 

city, town Richmond, - - - state - . . V i r g i n i a  - 23219 - . -. - . .- 



Condition Check one Check one 
excellent - deteriorated unaltered X -  original site 

- good -ruins -altered -moved date -N/A .. -- 
-fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 
SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

Monroe Park is an i r r e g u l a r l y  shaped, f i v e  s ided  p u b l i c  park 
loca t ed  i n  c e n t r a l  Richmond, between downtown and a  dense ly  populated town 
house neighborhood. The park i s  wi thout  topographic  i n t e r e s t ,  and i t s  des ign  
c o n s i s t s  of  a  number of r a d i a l  walks which focus  on a d j a c e n t  s t r e e t s  and on a  
c e n t r a l  foun ta in .  These walks form a  geometr ic  network. The park i s  p l an t ed  
w i t h  l a r g e  shade trees and numerous smal l ,  ornamental  t r e e s  and shrubs .  The 
des ign  of t h e  park and most of t h e  f e a t u r e s  i n  it d a t e  from t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  
cen tury ;  t h e  modern p l a n t i n g s  of smal l  t r e e s  and shrubs  tend  t o  obscure  t h e  
a x i a l  p lanning of t h e  park.  A s e r i e s  of  l a t e  19th-century houses i n t e r s p e r s e d  
wi th  monumental churches and p u b l i c  bu i ld ings ,  a s  we l l  a s  several h igh  r i s e  
apar tment  houses f a c e  t h e  western  and no r the rn  s i d e s  of t h e  park.  These 
b u i l d i n g s  range i n  he igh t  from two t o  twelve f l o o r s ,  and inc lude  examples o f  
t h e  Gothic,  Moorish,  talia an Renaissance,  Second Empire, Jacobean Revival ,  
and Georgian Revival  s t y l e s .  The park prov ides  a  f o r e c o u r t  f o r  viewing 
t h i s  unique assemblage of ' s t ruc tures : '  Nonroe Park ,  and t h e  b u i l d i n g s  which 
enc lose  it, form a  d i s t i n c t i v e  urban ensemble. The d i s t r i c t  c o n t a i n s  

s i x t e e n  b u i l d i n g s  and f i v e  o b j e c t s ;  two o f , t h e  b u i l d i n g s  do n o t  
c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  d i s t r i c t .  

ANALYSIS 

Located i n  t h e  middle of a  densely  developed urban d i s t r i c t ,  Monroe Park 
i s  a  n a t u r a l  o a s i s  i n  an other;wise;?an-made environment. The s i t e  i s  f l a t  
and has no dramat ic  n a t u r a l  f e a h r e s i  . i ts  c h a r a c t e r  i s  determined by t h e  
t r e e - f i l l e d  open spa,ce and . . t h e  . .. , v a r i e d  . .. . . and e c c e n t r i c  c l u s t e r  of b u i l d i n g s  
which surround . t h e  park. . ' .  I . . .. .. .- '...""-.'. , , . 

The park des ign ,  w h i c ~ ' d a k e s  from t h e  1870s, i s  an example of a x i a l ,  
formal planning,  w i t h  sidewalks r a d i a t i n g  from each major e n t r a n c e  t o  o t h e r  
en t r ances .  The a r c h i t e c t x r a l  focus  of t h e  park i s  a  f o u r - t i e r ,  c a s t - i r o n  
foun ta in  i n  t h e  middle  of t h e  open space.  Trees  and shrubs  do n o t  r e l a t e  
t o  t h i s  p l an  c o n s i s t e n t l y ;  they  a r e  randomly d i s t r i b u t e d  a c r o s s  t h e  s i t e .  
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  foun ta in ,  t h e  park i s  embel l ished w i t h  two major  s t a t u e s  
anG two sma l l e r  monunents, as w e l l  a s  t h e  Checkers Rouse, ar, oc t agona l  
p a v i l i o n  which h o l d s  p u b l i c  t o i l e t s .  Only one s t a t u e  and t h e  f o u n t a i n  a r e  
r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  p l a n  of t h e  park.  

The bu i ld fngs  which f a c e  t h e  park on t h e  nor thern  and wes te rn  s i d e s  a r e  
excep t iona l ly  v a r i e d  i n  s c a l e ,  m a t e r i a l ,  des ign  and s t y l e .  These c o n s t s t  of  
e i g h t ,  l a t e  19th cen tury ,  Second Empire and Georgian Revival  town houses;  
t h e s e  a're a I l . ' b e i c k ,  >and a'rel'Ewo"fa t I i r8e" s to r i e s  t a l l .  r n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  i s  
t h e  I t a l i a n  Renaissance, l imestone Cathedra l  of  t h e  Sacred Hear t  U 9 0 6 ) ,  which 
i s  l i s t e d  on t h e  Nat iona l  Regfs te r  of ~ i s t o r i c  P l aces ;  the Gothic ,  g r a n i t e  
Grace and Holy T r i n i t y  Church C1895); t h e  Moorish, b r f c k  and t e r r a - c o t t a  
Mosque Auditorium C19271; and two Medievally i n s p i r e d ,  b r i c k ,  twelve-s tory 
apar tment  houses, one of which was conver ted i n t o  a d o r m i t o r y  f o r  u s e  by 
V i r g i n i a  Commonwealth Un ive r s i t y  s tuden t s .  A modern h igh  rise dormi tory  and 
a  church a l s o  f a c e  t h e  park i n  t h e s e  blocks ,  b u t  do n o t  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  
c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  d i s t r i c t .  

(See Cont inua t ion  Shee t  # 1) 



* 8. Significance I 

Period 
_- prehistoric 
- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1599 
- 1600-1699 

1700-1799 
3- 1800-1899 
X. 1900- 

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric . ._ community planning landscape architecture.-.. religion 
archeology-historic conservation .. law ., science 
agriculture .--.economics literature .- sculpture 

.?L. architecture -_.education military social1 
art _ engineering _-_ music humanitarian 

.- commerce explorationlsettlement -_  philosophy .-theater 
communications industry -. politicsigovernment -transportation 

invention . . . . . . . . . % 1 -other (specify) 

Specific dates  varied BuilderlArchitect m u l . t i 2 . l . e  

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)' 
' 

\STATmENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Monroe Park is s i t u a t e d o n l a n d  acau i r ed  i n  1851 bv t h e  C i t v  of Richmond. .. .' .z - -  - -  - 

Planned t o  s e r v e  a s  a park f o r  t h e  s t y l i s h  western  suburbs ,  ~t was f i r s t  
used f o r  t h e  s i t e  of an  a g r i c u l u r a l  e x p o s i t i o n  and l a t e r  a s  a camp s i t e  f o r  
Confederate t roops  be fo re  being developed f o r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  u s e  i n  t h e  1870s. 
With t h e  r a p i d  growth of t h e  western  suburbs of Richmond a t  t h e  t u r n  of t h e  
20th cen tu ry ,  t h e  park p r w i a e d  an  i d e a l  s e t t i n g  f o r  t h e  monumental Gothic  
Grace and Holy T r i n i t y  Church-(JSL8951, t h e  I t a l i a n  Renaissance Ca thed ra l  of  
t h e  Sacred Hear t  ( 1 9 0 6 ) ,  and t h e  Moorish Mosque Auditorium U927) .  These 
b u i l d i n g s ,  a long wi th  s e v e r a l  l a t e  19th-century town houses which r e c a l l  t h e  
e a r l i e r  r e s i d e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  park ,  and two impress ive  apar tment  
houses of t h e  1920s, c r e a t e  an a r c h i t e c t u r a l  ensemble which i s  unique i n  
V i r g i n i a  f o r  i t s  monumental e h a r a c t e r  and s t y l i s t i c  d i v e r s i t y .  T h i s  d i s t r i c t ,  
w i th  i t s  park s e t t i n g ,  j u x t a p o s i t i o n  of s t y l e s ,  s c a l e s  and m a t e r i a l s ,  and 
e x o t i c  s k y l i n e  of minare t s ,  towers,  and domes, is an  excep t iona l  demons t ra t ion  
of e c l e c t ~ c  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  t a s t e s  and pre fe rences .  Notable a r c h i t e c t s  of 
s i q n i f i c a n t  b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  i nc lude  Joseph McGuire and Al f r ed  
Bossom. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND - 
The Park -- 

I n  1850 t h e  o n l y  p u b l i c  park i n  Richmond was C a p i t o l  Square. With a 
popula t ion  of 30,280 a t  t h a t  t ime,  t h i s  s i n q l e  open space  was no longe r  
s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  t h e  growing c i t y ' s  needs,  and i n  18511 c i t y  councilman 
Char les  Dimmock proposed t h a t  parks  be  acau i r ed  near  f u t u r e  major r e s i d e n t i a l  
a r ea s .  I n  1851-52, seven and one-half a c r e s  of land were purchased t o  
become Western Square. Th i s  square  would l a t e r  become Monroe Park.  

The s i t e  being beyond t h e  c i t y  l i m i t s  and t o  t h e  w e s t  of developed re- 
s i d e n t i a l  a r e a s ,  t h e  park was n o t  developed f o r  two decades. I n  1854 t h e  
p rope r ty  was used by t h e  V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  Soc i e ty  f o r  a f a i r .  
The f a i r  was v i sked  by P r e s i d e n t  John Tyler  and General  Winf ie ld  S c o t t  
and was c e l e b r a t e d  a s  a major c i v i c  event  i n  t h e  antebel lum per iod .  

During t h e  C i v i l  War t h e  s i t e  was used f o r  t h e  campground of a South 
Caro l ina  regiment ,  and a s  a d r i l l  f i e l d .  A t  t h e  end of t h e  war i t  served  
a s  a t e n t  h o s p i t a l  f o r  Federa l  t roops ,  and was used by occupa t ion  t r o o p s  
u n t i l  1869, when t h e  a r e a  around t h e  park was annexed by t h e  C i t y  of Richmond 

By t h e  l a t e  1870s r e s i d e n t i a l  development had expanded t o  the west ,  and 
t h e  park was i n d i c a t e d  on maps of t h e  per lod  wi th  an  arrangement of  curved 
pa ths ,  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  i n  C a p i t o l  Square. By 1889, t h i s  o r i g i n a l  scheme 
had been rep laced  by t h e  p r e s e n t  con f igu ra t ion  of s t r a i g h t  walks. The 
c e n t r a l  f e a t u r e  of t h i s  des ign  was a t a l l ,  g r a n i t e ,  r u s t i c  pyramid from 

,(See Cont inuat ion Shee t  # 6)  



9. Major Bibliographical References 
C h r i s t i a n ,  W. Asbury. Richmond, H e r  P a s t  and P re sen t .  Richmond: The 

Hermitage P r e s s ,  l n 2 .  
(See Cont inuat ion Shee t  # 8)  

10. Geonaa~hicaU Data .". M 

Acreage of nominated property ~ l b ~ f m a ; t & l y ~ 2 L a c r e s ,  
~ ~ ~ d ~ ~ ~ ~ l ~  name Richmond, - Virg1nj.a Quadrangle scale ..~___.-~ L : 2 4 0 0 0  

UT M References 

Am 1 2 1 8 1 3 1 6 1 6 1 5 )  L4111518121410] 
Zone East~ng Northlng 

'.11_181. 12 18 13 16-11 10 1 (4 11 I5 18 10 14 10 1 
Zone Easting Northing 

Verbal boundary descript ion and just i f icat ion Beginning at the NW corner of the intersection of W. & i n  
St. and Belvidere St.; thence atending appro~~ately 1100' W a1a-g the N side of W. Clain St. to the NE corner 
of the intersection of said street with Cherry St.; thence approxkmtely 800' N along E side of Cherry St. to 

(See Contiwu_a_tion S h ~ _ c t l L 8 . L  --._p...pp. 

Lis t  a l l  s tates and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state N/A code county N/A code -- 
., 

state N/A code County N/A code 

B 1. Form Prepared By 

nameititle Robert  P. Winthrop, A r c h i t e c t  . - -. - LL 

organization Aquino & Winthrop, A r c h i t e c t s  . date November 1, 1983 -- --- 

street a number 417 North Boulevard -- . . , . . ; , .: , , . . , .  . . .  . telephone, ( -904) . 353-8828 

city or town Richmond state V i r g i n i a  2 3 2 2 0  
. . 

11 2. State Historic Preser~atio~,.~OBficer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state Is: 

- national X .  state - local - 
As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclUSi 
according to the criteria and procedures Set fo 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 
: .  'H. Bryah- Mitchell. ,  Execu 

title v i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks commis@ion 
/ 

date November 15,  1983 

.. , .. .. . . . 
. . For NPS use only ;. , . :.' j ' .. , , . . .  . . . . . .  . 

. . 
I hereby certify that this proper& is included In the National .. Register .', . , 

: .  1 :  

... . date . . & .  

Keeper of the National Register . . . , .  . .. ~. . .. . 
. . , , . . . . .  '~ . ., 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration I 

GPO 804.13s 
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4.  OWNER OF THE PROPERTY 
Monroe Park - ( Including t h e  Checkers House) C i t y  of Richmond, R i c h o n c  

C i t y  Hal l ,  900 E. Broad S t . ,  Richmond, V i r g i n i a  23219 
6 N. Laure l  S t .  - The Mosque, The C i t y  of Richmond, Community F a c i l i t i e s ,  

800 West Ma?n S t r e e t ,  Richmond, V i r g i n i a  23220 
8  N.  Laure l  S t .  - Grace and Holy T r i n i t y  Church 

8  North Laure l  S t r e e t ,  Richmond, V i r g i n i a  23220 
14 & 16 N.Laure1- Bishop Walter F. S u l l i v a n  

S t .  - 807 Cathedra l  P lace ,  Richmond, V i r q i n i a  23220 
Floyd & N. Laurel-The Cathedra l  of t h e  Sacred Hear t  

S t .  - Bishop Walter F.  S u l l i v a n  
807 Cathedra l  P l ace ,  Richmond, V i r g i n i a  23220 

20 N. Laure l  S t . -  Clark Glasgow 
2 2  North Laure l  S t r e e t ,  Richmond, V i r g i n i a  23220 

22 N.  Laure l  St .-  Cla rk  Glasgow 
22 North Laure l  S t r e e t ,  Richmond, V i r g i n i a  23220 

26 N. Laure l  St . -  V i r g i n t a  Commonwealth Un ive r s i t y  
Box 222, Richmond, V i r g i n i a  23298 

600 W. F r ank l in  - J. Mark Sowers 
S t .  - 7337 Longview Drive,  Richmond, V i r g i n i a  23225 

610-614  West The Prestwould - c/o Gr i ce  McMullan 
F rank l in  S t .  - 13 E a s t  F rank l in  S t r e e t ,  Richmond, V i r g i n i a  23219 

- The Prestwould Homeowners Assoc i a t i on .  
610-614 W e s t  F r a n k l i n  S t r e e t ,  ~ i c h m o n d ,  V i r g i n i a  23220 

*700 W. F r ank l in  - The Pace Memorial Church 
S t .  - 7 0 4  West F rank l in  S t r e e t ,  Richmond, V i r g i n i a  23220 

"710 W. F r ank l in  - V i r g i n i a  Commonwealth Un ive r s i t y  
S t .  - Bax 222, Richmond, V i r g i n i a  23298 

806 Cathedra l  - William M. B r idge fo r th  
P l ace  2905 Grove Avenue, Richmond, V i r g i n i a  23220 

(Park Avenue) 
808 Cathedra l  - Alan McCullough, Jr. 

P lace  403 North Strawberry S t r e e t ,  Richmond, V i r g i n i a  23220 
(Park Avenue) 
811 Floyd Ave. - Bishop Walter F. S u l l i v a n  

807 Cathedra l  P l ace ,  Richmond, V i r g i n i a  23220 
7. DESCRIPTION - 

The r e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n g s  f a c i n g  t h e  park a r e  u n i f i e d  i n  m a t e r i a l  and 
s c a l e ,  and they  r e f l e c t  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  upper-c lass  neighborhood which 
once surrounded t h e  park. The monumental b u i l d i n g s  were designed a s  i s o l a t e d  
landmarks w i th  Monroe Park se rv inq  a s  a  spac ious  f o r e c o u r t .  Each i s  n o t a b l e  
and d i s t i n c t i v e  and i s  independent of i t s  neighbors .  A combination of 
minare t s ,  domes, Gothic towers and gab le s ,  and mansard r o o f s  f l o a t s  above 
the  t r e e - f i l l e d  park.  The dramat ic  j u x t a p o s i t i o n  of s t y l e s  and s c a l e  i s  t h e  
d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of t h e  d i s t r i c t .  

The park has  n o t  changed i n  des ign  s i n c e  t h e  e a r l y  20th c e n t u r y ,  and m o s t  
of t h e  bu i ld ings  border ing t h e  park a r e  s t i l l  used f o r  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  purposes .  
~h~ only exception i s  t h e  convers ion of houses f o r  o f f i c e  use .  A l l  of the 

b u i l d i n g s  a r e  w e l l  maintained and a r e  i n  good r e p a i r -  
I 

I (See Cont inuat ion Shee t  # 2 )  
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7. DESCRIPTION - Inventory  -- 

The fol lowing is a l i s t i n q  of t h e  sixteen buildincls  and 
f i v e  h i s t o r i c  o b j e c t s  i n  t h e  Monroe Park ~ i s t o r i c - D i s t r i c t .  
Of t h e s e ,  two a r e  non-contributing t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  a s  they  
a r e  l e s s  than  50 y e a r s  o l d  and do n o t  conform t o  t h e  
c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  d i s t r i c t .  Non-contributing s t r u c t u r e s  
a r e  i nd i ca t ed  by a s t e r i s k s .  

MONROE PARK --- 
Fountain:  ca s t - i ron :  f o u r - t i e r ;  ca .  1903; c a s t  by J. W. F i ske .  The 

f i r s t  t i e r  i s  a  l a r g e  Basin supported by acanthus  l eaves ;  water  pours from 
f o u r  masks on t h e  s i d e  of t h i s  bas in  i n t o  a  lower pool.  The second t i e r  i s  
supported By f o u r  dragons;  t h e  upper t i e r s  a r e  s impler  i n  des ign  and d imin i sh  
i n  s i z e .  Th is  f o u n t a i n  r e p l a c e s  a  g r a n i t e  pyramid f o u n t a i n ,  e r e c t e d  i n  t h i s  
l o c a t i o n  i n  t h e  1870s. The upper p o r t i o n s  of t h e  f o u n t a i n  were r e c a s t  i n  1971 
by t h e  Robinson I r o n  Company. 

Wickham Monument: a bronze s t a t u e  on a  g rey  g r a n i t e  pedes t a l :  189.1; 
s cu lp t ed  by Edward Valent ine;  c a s t  by t h e  Henry Bonnard Bronze Company, N . Y .  
The s t and ing  f i g u r e  of William C a r t e r  Wickham i s  i n  h i s  C i v i l  War uniform. 
Valen t ine ,  Richmond's b e s t  known s c u l p t o r ,  s p e c i a l i z e d  i n  C i v i l  War s u b j e c t s .  

Bryan Monument: a bronze s t a t u e  on a  pink g r a n i t e  p e d e s t a l ;  1 9 1 1 ;  
s c u l p t e d  by William Couper; c a s t  by the Gorham Company, N.Y.  Joseph Bryan was 
a  noted Richmond i n d u s t r i a l l s t  and pub l i she r .  

WorldWar I1 Memorial: a  b r i c k  w a l l  con ta in ing  l tmes tone  t a b l e t s  i n s c r i b e d  
wi th  t h e  names of t h e  war dead of t h e  C i t y  of Richmond; f l anked  by yews and 
a  p a i r  of benches; ca.  1948; Char les  G i l l e t t e ,  landscape a r c h i t e c t  and designel  

Fi tzhugh Lee Monument: a  g r a n i t e  c r o s s  f o u r  f e e t  high;  ca .  1910. Th i s  
monument was e r e c t e d  by Lee ' s  comrades i n  t h e  7 t h  Army Corps i n  1898-99. 

Checkers House: b r i c k  ( f lemish  bond);  2 s t o r i e s ;  oc tagona l  h ipped r o o f ,  
s l a t e ;  v e n t i l a t o r  cupola;  wrap around porch on t h e  second l e v e l .  P u b l i c  
t o i l e t s ;  Modern ( A r t  D&col, 1939.. The f i r s t  f l o o r  i s  occupied by p u b l i c  
t o i l e t s ,  t h e  second by a  porch and a  room l a r g e  enough t o  accommodate a  s i n g l e  
game of checkers .  Th i s  bu i ld ing  r e p l a c e s  an e a r l i e r  wooden band s t and .  

. . . .  . ,. .:: .... 
q-.. 

NORTH LAUREL STREET /.' 
'I 'l 6 North L a u r e l - s t r e e t  ( h e  Mosque) : b r i c k  [running bond). and t e r r a - c o t t a :  

s i x  s t o r i e s ;  f l a t ,  bu i l t -up  - Q o f ,  f i ~ e - ~ a r t  c o m p o s i t i o n ~ c o n s i s t i n g  of t h i r t e e n  
bays; bronze canopies  a t  t h e  main en t r ances .  A f o u r  thousand-seat  Auditorium. 

Moorish. 1926. Marcel lus  Wright and Char les  M .  Robinson Assoc i a t e s ,  
A r c h i t e c t s .  

(See Cont inua t ion  Shee t  # 32 
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7. DESCRIPTION - Inventory 

I n  t h e  Laure l  S t r e e t  facade t h e c e n t r a l  en t r ance  bay i s  i n d i c a t e d  by a  
po in ted  a r c h  t h e  f u l l  he igh t  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  and i s  decora ted  w i t h  Moorish 
des igns  i n  t e r r a - c o t t a ,  l imestone and Bronze. I t  i s  f lanked  by mina re t s  
which r i s e  s i x  s t o r i e s  above t h e  roof .  These a r e  f l anked ,  i n  t u r n ,  by f i v e -  
bay, low wings which i n d i c a t e  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of a  former smal l  h o t e l .  The 
second-floor windows a r e  horseshoe-shaped and a r e  decora ted  w i t h  arabesques  i n  
t e r r a - c o t t a .  The upper t h r e e  f l o o r s  have s imple  double-hung windows i n  t e r r a -  
c o t t a  frames. These wings a r e  f l anked  by s ix - s to ry ,  copper-domed p a v i l i o n s  
a t  t h e  co rne r  of  t h e  bu i ld ing .  The s i d e  e l e v a t o r s  are t w o  stories h i g h  and 
a r e  d r a m a t i c a l l y  asymmetrical.  The r e a r  e l e v a t i o n  i s  wi thout  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
i n t e r e s t .  

The huge audi tor ium is  en te red  through arabesque enc rus t ed ,  low lobb ie s .  
The d e c o r a t i v e  scheme inc ludes  g lazed ,  polychromatic t e r r a - c o t t a ,  and f r e s c o .  
Moorish deco ra t ion  i n  ornamental p l a $ t e r ,  f r e s c o  and t i l e ,  i s  used throughout  
t h e  p u b l i c  spaces  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  The b u i l d l n g  a l s o  acccmmodates s e v e r a l  
meeting rooms, a  l a r g e .  Egypt ian-s tyle  ballroom, a  swimming pool ,  and a  
smal l  h o t e l  which has been conver ted i n t o  o f f i c e s .  

The Mosque was e r e c t e d  a s  t h e  Acca Temple, and was a  Masonic meeting 
h a l l  a s  w e l l  a s  an auditorium. Intended t o  be  a  profit-making v e n t u r e ,  t h e  
bu i ld ing  f a i l e d  i n  t h e  Grea t  Depression and w a s  acqui red  by t h e  C i t y  of 
Richmond. The Mosque has Been t h e  s i t e  of many c u l t u r a l  and c i v i c  e v e n t s  
s i n c e  it opened. T t  i s  one of t h e  b e s t  known landmarks of t h e  C i t y  of 
Richmond, and t h e  most memoraI5le bu i ld inq  i n  t h e  Monroe Park D i s t r i c t .  

8  North Laure l  S t r e e t :  Grace and Holy T r i n i t y  Church: Stone (random 
a s h l a r  g r a n i t e ) ;  two s t o r i e s ;  gab le  s l a t e  roo f ;  i r r e g u l a r  bay spacing.  
Church. Gothic Revival .  Roland & BaskervT11, A r c h i t e c t s ,  1895. The nave i s  
i n d i c a t e d  by a  t a l l  gab le  surmounted by a  c r o s s .  Three l a n c e t  windows a r e  
cen te red  i n  t h e  gab le .  The gab le  i s  f lanked  by a  tower t o  t h e  sou th ,  and 
a  curved bay t o  t h e  nor th .  The asymmetrical  composit ion is deco ra t ed  w i t h  
r e s t r a i n e d  Gothic ornament and a  s i n g l e  gargoyle .  The i n t e r i o r  of  t h e  
church is e l a b o r a t e l y  decora ted  and i s  w e l l  preserved.  P a r t  of th i s  b u i l d i n g  
i s  The P a r i s h  House: Stone (random a s h l a r  g r a n i t e l ;  two s t o r i e s :  f l a t  r o o f ;  
t h r e e  bays. P a r i s h  Ha l l ,  Tudor Revival .  B a s k e r v i l l  & Lambert, 1926. To t h e  
west  of t h i s  a d d i t i o n  i s  a  new wing wi th  an  en t rance .  I t  was e r e c t e d  i n  
1981, and was designed by Glave Newman Anderson, A r c h i t e c t s .  

1 4  North Laure l  S t r e e t :  b r i c k  Crunning bond);  two s t o r i e s ;  mansard roof  
( s l a t e ) ;  t h r e e  bays. Of f i ce s  ( b u i l t  a s  a  r e s i d e n c e ) .  Second Empire. 1879. 
Three-bay, c a s t - i r o n  porch,  w i t h  an en t r ance  t o  t h e  sou th .  Two dormers. The 
double-hunq windows have g r a n i t e  l i n t e l s .  This  house i s  a  p a r t  of a  c l u s t e r  
of Second Empire houses. 

(See Cont inuat ion Shee t  # 4 )  
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1 6  North Laure l  S t r e e t :  Br ick (running bondl; two s t o r i e s ;  mansard roof  
( s l a t e ;  t h r e e  bays.  Of f i ce s  ( b u i l t  a s  a  r e s i d e n c e l .  Second Empire. 1891. 
Three-bay, ca s t - i ron  porch,  wi th  an  e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  nor th .  Three dormers. 
I t  has  a  deep,  b racke ted  c o r n i c e  and jack a r ches  over t h e  double-hung 
windows. This  i s  a  handsome house on an impor tan t  co rne r  s i te .  

Floyd Avenue & North Laure l  S t r e e t :  Ca thedra l  of t h e  Sacred Hear t :  
l imes tone  Ccoursed a s h l a r ) ;  one f l o o r ;  gab le  roof w i th  c e n t r a l  dome Ccopperl; 
three-bay Cor in th i an  p o r t i c o ,  f l anked  By towers,  and surmounted by a  Bl ind  
arcade.  Church. 1906. Joseph McGuire Arch i t ec t .  Th i s  bu i ld ing  i s  
i n d i v i d u a l l y  l i s t e d  on t h e  Nat iona l  Reg i s t e r  of H i s t o r i c  P l aces .  C19811. 

20 North Laure l  S t r e e t :  b r i c k  (running bond, p a i n t e d l ;  two f l o o r s ;  
shallow, hipped r o o f ,  s t and ing  seam meta l ;  t h r e e  Bays; w i t h  a  three-bay 
wooden porch. Detached house. I t a l i a n a t e ,  c a .  1879. This  was t h e  home 
of P. H. B a s k e r v i l l e  i n  1879. 

22 North Laure l  S t r e e t :  Br ick Crunning BondL; two s t o r i e s ;  g a b l e  roof  
w i th  a  c l a s s i c a l  pediment, s tand inq  seam metal :  f ou r  bays ,  asymmetr ical ly  
pos i t i oned  I o n i c  p o r t i c o .  Detached house. Georgian Revival ,  c a .  1895. 
This  house c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  d i s t r f c t .  

26 North Laure l  S t r e e t ,  Johnson Hal l :  Br ick;  twelve s t o r i e s ;  f l a t  r o o f ;  
seven bays. Apartment Bui lding conver ted f o r  use  a s  a  dormitory.  Jacobean 
Reviva l ,  1922. Al f red  Char les  Bossom, A r c h i t e c t .  The Laure l  S t r e e t  
e l e v a t i o n  i s  composed of p a i r e d  bay windows which f l a n k  a  c e n t r a l  en t r ance .  
The bay windows form v e r t i c a l  elements which rise t o  t h e  roof and t e r m i n a t e  
i n  gab le s .  The gab le s  were decora ted  e l a b o r a t e l y ,  But w e r e  s t r i p p e d  of most 
ornamentation when t h e  b u i l d i n g  was conver ted t o  dormitory use .  Th i s  
bu i ld ing  was e r e c t e d  a s  t h e  Monroe Ter race ,  a  luxury apar tment  house. 

WEST FRANKLIN STREET -.-- --- 
600 West F rank l in  S t r e e t :  b r i c k  (running bondl; t h r e e  s t o r i e s ;  f l a t  r o o f ,  

(me ta l ) ;  f i v e  bays;  three-bay e l i p t i c a l  porch, I o n i c  o rde r .  Detached house 
conver ted t o  o f f i c e  use.  A Colonia l  Revival  remodeling of a Second Empire 
house, 1879. Remodeled ca.  1910. O r i g i n a l l y  a  three-bay house w i t h  a  mansard 
r o o f ,  t h i s  house was r e b u i l t  to  be a lmost  symmetrical ,  and have a  f u l l  t h r e e  
f l o o r s .  The e l a b o r a t e  Colonia l  Revival  i n t e r i o r  has  been r e t a i n e d .  

B e e  Cont inuat ion Sheet  # 5 )  
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610-614 West F rank l in  S t r e e t ,  Pres tmu. ld :  b r i c k  (-common bond) w i t h  &-"..-.. '. 

l imes tone  t r i m ;  twelve s t o r i e s ;  ga61e r - 9 f q l a t e l ;  i r r e g u l a r  Bay spac ing .  
Apartznent bu i ld inq .  J a c o b e p  Revival ,  192 AlFred. Char les  Bossom, 
A r c h i t e c t .  T h i s  i s  a  "U" shaped b u i l d 1  g w i t h  a  c e n t r a l  cou r tya rd  which 
can n o t  B e  seen  from t h e  s t r e e t .  The roof l i n e  i s  made up of medieval  
gab le s  and a  c r e n e l a t e d  tower. With l a r o e  apar tments .  t h i s  b u i l d i n g  was 
t h e  most s t y l i s h  r e s i d e n t i a l  tower i n  Richmond. I t  has been conver ted t o  
condominiums. I t  i s  w e l l  preserved.  

R 700 West F rank l in  S t r e e t :  b r i c k ;  one s t o r y ;  hipped roof ( s l a t e l ;  dormers; 
one s t o r y  f r e e  s t and ing  tower i n  yard.  Church. 1970. Modern. Cha r l e s  
S h i f f l e t ,  Arch i t ec t .  This  b u i l d ~ n g  i s  on t h e  s i t e  of  a  Gothic cnurch which 
burned. 

x 710 W e s t  F r ank l in  S t r e e t :  b r i c k  and conc re t e ;  twelve f l o o r s ;  f l a t  roof 
composition. llormitory. 1Y70. Lee, King & Poole ,  A r c h i t e c t s .  Th i s  s t r u c t u r e  
c o n s i s t s  of  a  low r e c r e a t i o n a l  wing, and a  h igh - r i s e  bedroom tower. The 
c a s t - l r o n  f ence  of t h e  former house on t h e  s i t e  is preserved  i n  t h e  f r o n t  
t e t r a c e .  

PARK AVENUE (CATHEDRAL PLACE). - . - - -- .- - 
806 Cathedra l  P lace :  b r i c k  (runninq Bond)-; t h r e e  s t o r i e s ;  f l a t  r o o f ;  

t h r e e  Days; a  wooden, three-bay porch,  one s t o r y .  Detached house. I t a l i a n a t e .  
1891. Cast- i ron fence.  This  is  a  good example of t h e  town houses whicn 
were once t y p i c a l  of t h i s  a r ea .  

808 Cathedra l  P lace :  b r i c k  (runninq bond).; t h r e e  s t o r i e s ;  f l a t  r oo f ;  
t h r e e  bays; a  c a s t - i r o n ,  three-bay porch,  one s t o r y .  Detached house. 
I t a l i a n a t e .  1891. Cas t - i ron  fence .  This  was t h e  home of S. B. W i t t ,  Judge 
of t h e  Hustings Court.  I t  i s  a  f i n e  I t a l i a n a t e  house. 

FLOYD AVENUE -- 

811 Floyd Avenue (.this i nc ludes  t h e  houses once numbered 811, 813, 815, 
817, and 819 Floyd Avenue): b r i c k  (running bond);  two s t o r i e s  w i t h  a  mansard 
roof ( s l a t e ) ;  each of t h e  f i v e  u n i t s  has  a  th ree-s ided  bay window, and a  
s ingle-bay en t r ance  porch t o  t h e  s i d e .  Row houses.  Second Empire. 1889. 
These houses have been combined t o  become a  s i n g l e  o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g ,  b u t  
r e t a i n  t h e  appearance of i n d i v i d u a l  houses. Each house i s  s e t  back from t h e  
s t r e e t  t o  make a t r a n s i t i o n  from t h e  park t o  t h e  s e tbacks  of Floyd Avenue. 
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the apex of which water gushed. The pyramid was similar to the memorial 
erected to Confederate dead in Hollywood Cemetery in 1869. The Monroe 
Park feature was surmounted by a metal pipe structure supporting an electric 
light. Adjacent to this odd pyramid was a wooden band stand. In the first 
decade of the 20th century the pyramid was replaced with a four-tier, cast- 
iron fountain cast by J.W. Fiske. In 1971, the fountain was recast by 
the Robinson Company. The band stand was replaced by the Checkers House 
in 1939. 

Serving as a residential square from the later 19th century into.the first 
part of the 20th century, the park by 1930 was surrounded by high rise 
apartments and major public buildings and churches. As the area aged it 
became less stylish as a residential neighborhood and the Richmond Pro- 
fessional Institute, the forerunner of Virginia Commonwealth University, 
expanded into the older houses of the area. By the later 1950s the 
residential character of the district was lost, and several proposals were 
made to destroy the park by extending streets through it, converting it 
to parking space, or erecting a medical center on the site. These pro- 
posals were all rejected and the park remains a major public amenity today. 

As was typical of 19th-century practice, the park became a site for monu- 
mental sculpture. The foundation for a huge rotunda dedicated to Jefferson 
Davis was laid in the park in the 1890s, but this impressive scheme was 
abandoned in favor of a more modest monument erected on Monument Avenue. 
A bronze statue of General William C. Wickham was dedicated in 1891, and 
in 1911 a monument to Joseph Bryan was unveiled. Smaller monuments to 
Fitzhugh Lee and the dead of World War I1 were erected in the later 20th 
century. Only the Wickham Statue was related to the park's axial plan. 

The Buildings 

While the park and its development are of interest, the park is most 
significant as the forecourt for a series of monumental public buildings. , 
The buildings are individually important but it is their close proximity 
and relationship to the park that enhances their architectural impact. 

The north and west sides of the park retain several late 19th-century 
houses, typical of those which once surrounded the entire park. Modest 
in scale, these emphasize the monumentality of the public buildings and 
churches. 

The first church to be established in the district was the Pace Memorial 
Methodist Church, whose congregation first met in the park in the 1850s. 
The original Gothic church building burned and has been replaced with a 
structure which does not contribute to the district. The oldest surviving 
church in the district is Grace and Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, erected 

(See Continuation Sheet t 7) 
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i n  1895, and designed by Richmond a r c n i t e c t s  Noland & B a s k e r v i l l .  The 
Church was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  i n  1874 and had formerly  been 
known a s  t h e  Moore Memorial Chapel. The g r a n i t e  e x t e r i o r  is a u s t e r e  and 
handsome; t h e  wel l -preserved i n t e r i o r  i s  e l a b o r a t e ,  w i t h  many f i n e  examples 
of e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  a r t  of  t h e  per iod.  Grace and Holy T r i n i t y  i s  among t h e  
f i n e s t  churches of i ts  per iod  i n  V i r q i n i a .  

I n  1906, t h e  Cathedra l  of  t h e  Sacred Hear t  was e r e c t e d  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o ~  
of Floyd Avenue and Laure l  S t r e e t .  Designed by t h e  Beaux Arts-educated,  
N e w  York a r c h i t e c t  Joseph McGuire, t h e  c a t h e d r a l ' s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i s  f u l l y  
documented i n  a Nat iona l  Reg i s t e r  nomination r e p o r t  prepared by t h e  V i r g i n i a  
H i s t o r l c  Landmarks Commission. 

Two luxury ,  h igh - r i s e  apar tment  houses were e r e c t e d  i n  t h e  1920s, t h e  
Prestwould and t h e  Monroe Ter race  which i s  now Johnson Hal l .  These were 
designed by Al f r ed  Bossom, a  well-known New York a r c h i t e c t  who designed 
a  number of b u i l d i n g s  i n  Richmond. These b u i l d i n g s  make u s e  of Medieval 
d e c o r a t i v e  elements and have e l a b o r a t e l y  a r t i c u l a t e d  s k y l i n e s .  The a p a r t -  
ment bu i ld ing  Monroe Ter race ,  i s  a l s o  l oca t ed  i n  t h e  W e s t  F r ank l in  S t r e e t  
H i s t o r i c  Distr ict ,  l i s t e d  on t h e  Nat iona l  R e g i s t e r  i n  1972. 

The l a s t  major landmark t o  be  e r e c t e d  on t h e  park is t h e  Mosque, a  Moorisl 
s t y l e  audi tor ium.  With f o u r  copper-clad domes and two mina re t s ,  t h e  
Mosque i s  an  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f a n t a s y  on Moorish themes. I t  was designed by 
two Richmond a r c h i t e c t s ,  Char les  M. Robinson and Marce l lus  Wright, and 
is unique i n  V i r g i n i a .  

The d i s t r i c t ' s  Gothic towers and mock c r e n e l a t i o n s ,  Renaissance domes 
and towers,  and Moorish mina re t s  p rov lde  t h e  most e x c i t i n g  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
s k y l i n e  i n  V i r g i n i a .  The combination of s t y l e s  and t h e  scale and monu- 
m e n t a l i t y  of  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  s t r u c t u r e s  make t h e  b u i l d i n g s  on t h e  park one 
of t h e  most memorable ensembles i n  V i r g i n i a ,  a  p e r f e c t  example of tu rn-  
of- the-century American ec l ec t i c i sm.  
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Scott, Mary Wingfield. - Old Richmond Neighborhoods. Richmond: William 

Byrd Press, 1950. 

Winthrop, Robert P. Richmond's Architecture. Richmond: Richmond Times 
Dispatch, 1981. 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA - 
a min t  on the S side of Park Ave. (Cathedral Place); thence approximtely 203' SE 40% S side of Park Ave. 
(Cathrciral ?lace); ttlencr zpvrozLi?ateiy 3G2' NE, . crossing Park Ave. (Cathedral Place); thsnce approxi~ately 
50' E; t h e ~ c e  approximteiy 203' N to  S side .of W. Ear id in  St . ;  thence approximtely 203' SE along 5 side of 
W. Frs.~Lclin St .  to  a p i n t  on the S4: side of 5.ntersectkm of said st-:& with k w e l  St.; thence approminately 
2W' ?E alone F side of Lawel St. : thence approximtely 559' SE to  IJ sid2 of Belvidere St. ; the~.ce approximtely .. 
603' S along W side ef Eelvidere St. to point of origin. 
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Justification 

The district includes the entire Monroe Park and all of the buildings 
which face it on the northern and western sides, as well as the houses 
on Park Avenue (Cathedral Place), and Floyd Avenue which are visible 
from the park. This includes all of the monumental structures and 19th 
century residences facing the park. The building on the east side of the 
park is not in the district since it is a 1950s era, mid-rise hotel with 
a parking deck. The buildings on the south side of the park were excluded 
from the district. They include two warehouses, a bar and grill, a one-level 
car dealership, and a new, one thousand-bed dormitory. A l l  boundaries follow the 

curb or property l ine adjacent to,  or nearest to  Monroe Park. 

2. LOCATION 

The block bounded by West Main Street, Laurel Street, West Franklin Street 
and Belvidere Street and the properties on Laurel and West Franklin Streets 
which face the park. 
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'2 1. fountain -1b16.  610-614 W. Franklin 
"'1 2. Wickham Monument -17 17 .  700 W. Franklin 
-3 3. Bryan Monument 18 .  710 W. Franklin[,z?- ~ z - ~ q )  
- 1  4 .  World War I1 Memorial ,ir1 19.  804 Park Avenue 
-2 5. Fitzhugh Lee Monument ,In, 20. 808 Park Avenue 

,(D 6. Checkers House . 2 1 2 1 .  8 1 1  Floyd Avenue 
-'i 7. 6 N. Laurel, the Mosque 
/ 4  8. 8.N. Laurel 
--4 9. 1 4  N. Laurel 
,lo10. 16.  N. Laurel 
.-.I 1 11. Cathedral o f  the Sacred 14eart'(,~7- 
-\ '212. 20. N. Laurel 
, ( 4  13.  22 N. Laurel 
-,4 14.  26 N. Laurel (\'L'~,zoz-?~) 
,\<15. 600 W. Franklin[lt1-771 + I Z ~ - @ Z - - L ~ . ~ )  

Sketch Plan- Monroe Park Historic District 




