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SeaBoost
Plant Growth Stimulant

Micronutrient Rich!

Protects Crops from Heat Stress! 
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Fun, friends, scholarships, travel 
opportunities, and exciting challenging 
activities for boys and girls aged 6-25

www.4-h-canada.ca
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THIS MONTH

IRRIGATION NO SUBSTITUTE 
FOR RAIN
Farmers around N.S. are worried about irrigating 
crops as Environment Canada is calling for more 
hot, dry weather throughout the summer.

Page 5

OPPOSITION FISHERIES CRITIC 
WANTS ANSWERS
Critic Colin LaVie wants answers on recent 
fisheries management decisions by the federal 
government and their economic impacts on 
Islanders.

Page 9

BARN FINE EGGS  
GETS CRACKING
The resurgence of the egg as a healthy food has 
turned into an opportunity for a Newfoundland 
dairy farming couple to expand into a new venture.

Page 11

MINISTER TOUTS INNOVATION 
BY N.B. FARMERS
Agricultural ministers across the country look to 
establish new framework for agriculture 
at a recent conference in Calgary.

Page 3

Canadian women are getting into the farm business in record numbers. A new survey from the University of Manitoba shows most new farmers are women, and in Atlantic Canada, 
women make up more than half of new farmers. But are these farmers getting the support they need to be successful? See story on page 6.
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MINIMIZE INPUT COSTS – MAXIMIZE YIELD POTENTIAL

KuhnNorthAmerica.com

INVEST IN QUALITY®

Visit your local
Kuhn Dealer today!

Fort Equipment

Amherst, NS
902-667-8221

J.G. VanOostrum

Farm Equipment

Port Williams, NS
902-582-3311

Central Equipment

Turo, NS
902-895-2888

Good Equipment

Charlottetown, PE
902-892-4188

Kensington Agri Services

Kensington, PE
902-836-3212

Bayview Trucks & Equipment

Saint John, NB
506-648-0953

Grand Falls

Tractor & Equipment

Grand Falls, NB
506-473-8383

AXIS H-EMC-W PRECISION FERTILIZER SPREADER
EMC Technology – ultra-precise measurement and automatic compensation for consistent application
Hydraulic Drive – maximum fuel efficiency and section control capability
Variable Rate Ready* – on-the-go automatic rate adjustment based on prescription fertilizer maps

112 – 148 cu. ft. capacities | 59' – 164' spreading widths | 2.7 – 446 lbs./ac. application
*requires specific software to be enabled on virtual terminal

7329701
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Enhancing the quality of life

Brette Holland wants to pursue a career in biomedical engineering, developing prosthetic limbs. Her desire comes from a 
passion for sport and fitness as well as helping others. - Submitted photo

Dal AC graduate receives Nova Scotia Power Centennial Scholarship
Brette Holland has a passion for learning, 

sports and fitness.
A regular volunteer in her community and 

a gifted athlete, Holland enjoys helping peo-
ple and seeing others succeed.

“Brette is an exceptional student-athlete,” 
said Dalhousie Agricultural Campus (Dal AC) 
athletics director Judy smith. “She participat-
ed in soccer and golf while a student at the 
Faculty of Agriculture and excelled in both,” 
she added. “A dedicated, coachable athlete, 
she has a competitive sport spirit and is a 
supportive teammate. She was a pleasure to 
have in the Rams family.”

A mechanical engineering student on the 
Dalhousie Agricultural Campus, Holland was 
named Rookie of the Year for Golf in 2014-15 
and MVP for 2015-16. She was named a CCAA 
Academic All-Canadian, ACAA All Confer-
ence and Dal AC All Academic Athlete for 
2014-15. She is also an avid runner, having 
participated in many local races and com-
peted in the Nike Women’s half marathon in 
Washington, DC, in 2014.

“As a student athlete at the AC, playing 
on both the women’s varsity soccer and golf 
teams, I had many great experiences,” said 
Holland.

“As a member of the 2015 women’s golf 
team, playing in the national championships 
in BC will be a memory I will always treasure,” 
she added.

Holland was most recently awarded the 
Nova Scotia Power Centennial Scholarship 
for 2016. This scholarship is awarded annual-
ly to students commencing full-time studies 
at Dalhousie University’s Faculty of Engineer-
ing and is renewable for two years.

“I am very honoured to be a recipient of the 
Nova Scotia Power Centennial Scholarship,” 
said Holland. “As a student, financial aid goes 
a long way when pursuing an education. I am 
very grateful and appreciative of this scholar-
ship.”

Holland graduated from Dalhousie Univer-
sity with distinction in 2013 with a bachelor 
of science with a major in mathematics and 
a certificate in actuarial and financial math-
ematics. She has been named to the dean’s 
list every year of her university studies, both 
during her first degree and her current engi-
neering diploma.

Holland grew up in Shortts Lake, sur-
rounded by many supportive people.

“I was drawn to mechanical engineering 
because of my passion for math and physics 
along with my keen interest for problem solv-
ing,” she said. “Throughout my life I have been 
fortunate to have had the opportunities and 
support of my family to participate in many 
sporting and community events. I was always 
encouraged to help others achieve their goals 
in both academics and athletics.”

In her spare time, Holland is also a certi-
fied Zumba and ZumbAtomic instructor, 
having taught regular classes in Halifax, En-
field and Brookfield. She has volunteered her 
Zumba skills for a multitude of fundraising 
events, including Relay for Life, Alzheimer’s 
Society of Nova Scotia, and Girl Guides. She 
also tutors math at all grade levels.

“The Department of Engineering is de-

lighted to have Brette as our alum. She is 
equally recognized for her intelligence and 
diligence as her kindness and leadership,” ex-
plained Mandi Wilson, administrative coor-
dinator, Department of Engineering. “She as-
pires to excellence in every activity. Brette is 
a well deserving recipient of the Nova Scotia 
Power Centennial Scholarship. We are proud 
of her academic accomplishments and look 
forward to her future contributions to the en-
gineering program.”

Holland completed her two-year mechani-
cal engineering diploma on the AC and will 
compete her degree on Dalhousie University’s 
Halifax campus in September as a third year 
mechanical engineering student in the co-op 
program.

“When I graduate from the program, I plan 
to pursue a career in biomedical engineering 
developing prosthetic limbs due to my strong 
passion for sport and fitness as well as help-
ing others. I want to enhance the quality of 
life for others.”

 
Michelle Thompson is a public relations 

student at Mount Saint Vincent University, 
spending her co-op work term at the Faculty of 
Agriculture in Bible Hill.



A3

www.co-opcountry.com

      Your         Weed Control Centre

Roundup WeatherMax™ 
Works harder, better, more thorough and 
consistent than anything else of its kind. 
Rainfastness as soon as 30 minutes after spraying.

Ipco Factor® 540 
Non selective weed control. A water soluble 
herbicide for the control of broadleaf and grass 
weeds in pre-seed, chem fallow, pre-harvest and 
post harvest applications. 

Roundup 

Transorb HC 
An economical choice with 
the dependability of a 
Roundup brand agricultural 
herbicide.

Shopping Your Co-op Country Store can take you  
®™ Trademarks of AIR MILES International Trading B.V. Used under license by LoyaltyOne, Co. and Atlantic Farm Services Inc.

*Please note crop protection products are only available at participating Co-op Country Store locations
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Agriculture, Aquaculture and Fisheries 
Minister Rick Doucet promoted innovation 
by New Brunswick’s farmers during the re-
cent federal, provincial and territorial annual 
conference of agriculture ministers in Cal-
gary.

“Our producers and processors are us-
ing innovation to lead the way in a number 
of areas, like drone field surveillance,” said 
Doucet. “I am proud of the work being done 
in New Brunswick and pleased to have been 
able to promote it last week at a national 
level.”

This year’s conference was co-chaired 
by federal Agriculture and Agri-Food Min-
ister Lawrence MacAulay and Alberta’s 
Agriculture and Forestry Minister Oneil 
Carlier.

The ministers reaffirmed their commit-
ment to work together to strengthen the ag-
riculture and agri-food sector – an industry 
that generates more than $108 billion for the 
Canadian economy and employs one in eight 
Canadians.

At the conference, they issued the Calgary 
Statement – representing a consensus re-
garding the key priorities to develop the next 
agricultural policy framework, set to launch 
in April 2018.

The ministers will continue to collaborate 
with stakeholders to enhance the sector’s 
ability to compete, innovate and capture new 
opportunities. They discussed increasing 
market access and development; advancing 

investments in science, innovation and re-
search; the need for a strong science-based 
regulatory framework; enhancing public 
trust; the continued importance of business 

risk management programs and systems 
such as supply management; and renewed 
emphasis on environmental sustainability 
and climate change. The ministers commit-

ted to preserve the integrity of the supply 
management system.

The Calgary Statement was developed 
by the ministers based on ongoing dis-
cussions with stakeholders and will guide 
the development of the next agricultural 
framework. The second phase of federal 
online consultation was also launched to 
seek comments on the statement and help 
inform the development of future federal, 
provincial and territorial agricultural pro-
grams and services.

“The Calgary Statement sets the direction 
for future agricultural programs and services 
that will help the sector continue to innovate, 
grow the economy, create jobs and help grow 
the middle class,” said MacAulay. “Along with 
the provinces and territories, I will continue 
to work with stakeholders and interested Ca-
nadians to chart the way forward for Cana-
dian agriculture.”

The ministers discussed the importance of 
efficient transportation systems in order for 
Canada to be a reliable supplier of agriculture 
and agri-food products to customers around 
the world, and the importance of access to la-
bour, and finding short- and long-term solu-
tions to labour needs. They also stressed the 
importance of the quality of Canadian and 
imported products (reciprocity of standards) 
and the strict controls to which all foods are 
subject.

Sackville Tribune-Post

New Brunswick’s Agriculture, Aquaculture and Fisheries Minister Rick Doucet.

Ministers set direction for next national agricultural framework
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By CHRIS MUISE
Special to Farm Focus

CHARLOTTETOWN – Jewell’s Country Mar-
ket has been a local landmark in Charlottetown 
for the past 18 years, where you can grab fresh 
veggies or flowers from the garden centre, and 
enjoy an ice cream from the dairy bar.

Edwin Jewell, the market’s founder, recent-
ly decided he was in the market to expand his 
crops with something new.

“About three and a half years ago, I was sit-
ting in my office at Jewell’s Country Market, 
trying to think of what crop could I grow that 
I hadn’t thought of before,” says Jewell. 

At the time, there was one crop so exclu-
sive in Canada, that there was only one opera-
tion growing it. 

“I thought, ‘maybe there’s room for two,’” 
says Jewell.

Jewell opened his new business, Canada’s 
Island Garden, to start cultivating that elu-
sive crop – medicinal marijuana.

Under the Marijuana for Medicinal Pur-
poses Regulation passed in 2013, Canadian 
farmers have had the opportunity to apply 
to legally grow pot to fill prescriptions. While 
there are a few more licensed producers 
across Canada today (to the tune of 33 such 
producers), in the Atlantic region, Jewell’s 
one of the only players in the game.

“We got the green light to begin to grow 
on June the 16th of this year,” says Jewell, 
whose only competition in the Maritimes is 
OrganiGram in New Brunswick. Jewell can’t 
even sell his product until he’s grown two full 
crops that pass rigorous inspection by Health 
Canada.

Nova Scotia is still waiting on a licensed 
producer, according to Christopher Enns, 
co-founder and co-owner of Farm Assists, a 
medicinal cannabis dispensary on Gottingen 
Street. 

“I’m aware of at least three applicants that 
have been in the pipeline since the program 
first came out,” says Enns, who cites Vida 

Cannabis out of Stellarton as one such ap-
plicant. “Two of the applicants that I’m aware 
of have spent $3-million plus on production 
sites on applications, and they haven’t really 
gotten any closer to the license.”

Enns is registered as a designated grower, 
which means he’s permitted to grow and cul-
tivate a certain number of plants for a certain 
amount of clients (in his case, two); a licensed 
producer is not limited to the number of cli-
ents they can serve, just how much square 
footage they’re allowed to grow in.

“I was considering the licensed producer 
application stream two years ago, even be-
fore our first raid,” says Enns, whose estab-
lishment has been raided by police each 
year since 2013 like clockwork, even though 
he feels he’s never operated outside the let-
ter of the law. “Ultimately that raid forced us 
to put that idea on the back burner, because 
there’s no way to apply - we’ve got a criminal 
record.”

Strict standards for producers
Prospective pot producers who haven’t 

endured the same legal troubles as Farm As-
sists can still face a laundry list of barriers to 
a successful application, according to Enns 
– mostly in the form of strict standards pro-
ducers must adhere to, both for cannabinoid 
content and solvents, moulds, and mildews. 

“Where I struggle is with the onerous re-
strictions on production site requirements, 
such as the farm is of slab-on-slab construc-
tion, [and] requirements for vaults that are at 
the level of or beyond banks are using. We’re 
talking about a plant, here.”

“You have to meet these exceptionally high 
standards, and it takes time,” says Jewell. “I 
never would have dreamt it would have taken 
this long. If I want to extend my greenhouse 
operation, I can borrow the money, and in 
two month’s time, I could have a building up. 
By next spring, I’d be growing plants.”

Meeting these requirements comes with a 

pretty hefty price tag, and the millions invest-
ed by producers means that the product’s val-
ue is artificially increased, according to Enns. 

“It costs anywhere from $8 to $13, $14 a 
gram,” says Enns, who – selling at $6 to $9 
per gram – says even his prices are too high. 
“The number one costs are for forcing people 
to grow indoors. The cost of production out-
doors is 25 cents per gram or less, and that’s 
where we can actually supply medicine to pa-
tients at a cost they can actually afford.”

Legalization looms
The current Liberal government plans to 

legalize marijuana by next year, but Enns 
doesn’t expect the cannabis market to sud-
denly become a free-for-all; the rules in place 
now are largely likely to stay for a while.

“They seem to be universally expressing the 
desire to have the current LP regime for the 
medical system basically roll forward and ser-
vice the new legal regime,” says Enns, who fears 
that, unless the floodgates are truly opened to 
home growing, the product could remain pro-
hibitively expensive for those who need it. “The 
prices that prohibition created are the prices 
that are maintained even under a legal regime. 
In that paradigm, tax revenue is maximally in-
creased.”

“I don’t think they want the supply to out-
match the demand,” says Jewell. “As business 
owners, we have millions of dollars invested 
and there might be a temptation on some 
licensed producers’ behalf to perhaps do 
something to divert the product.”

And for producers who want to get in on 
this emerging market, well, they’re just going 
to have to have the ability to raise the capital 
to meet standards, and have a lot of patience. 

“I think the barriers to entry are that you’re 
committing millions of dollars to participate 
in the program, and the issue of time,” says 
Jewell, who, despite all the speed bumps, is ex-
cited to be on the ground floor of such an ex-
citing agricultural frontier. “I’m very pleased 
and excited to be where we are right now, but 
it doesn’t happen quickly, is my point.”

Slow start for medicinal marijuana 
production in Atlantic Canada

Marijuana is available medicinally in Canada, but what will the market be like once it’s legalized next year.
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www.eastgen.ca

Bovine IgG Colostrum

REPLACER 
for Newborn Calves

Getting high quality and quantity of colostrum into newborn 

calves is critical. Calves are born without an activity immune 

system and need to gain passive immunity from colostrum. 

F1RST START 100 can help, by providing 100 grams of bovine 

IgG to calves that can be easily delivered in the first few hours 
of life. This will help boost the calves immune system to 

protect against diseases that the calf could face on your farm.

Almost 60% of maternal colostrum on farms is inadequate, 
and a large number of calves are at risk of failure of passive 
transfer or bacterial infections, or both.
- K.M. Morrill, et al., 2012

A well-managed colostrum program on farms is the most 
important step in reducing disease in neonatal calves.
- G.W. Smith and D.M. Foster, 2007

For more information please contact 

your local EastGen representative!

   Made with true bovine colostrum

   Provides immune and nutritional support for both dairy and beef calves

   Used to increase passive transfer of IgG, reducing the risk of calfhood diseases

   Simple to mix and feed for easy delivery to calves

   CFIA approved

Product FEATURES

Each package contains one full feeding. Mix one package (500 g) of F1RST START 

100 colostrum replacer into 1900 ml (2 quarts) of clean, warm water 38-430C 

(100-1100F).  Feed to calf by bottle, pail or esophageal feeder.

Mixing & Feeding INSTRUCTIONS

Store at or below 240C (750F). Shelf life at recommended conditions is three years.

Storage 

Invested in your future.
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“Your Everyday Agricultural Partner”
LP Consulting, (902) 256-2636

Agricultural Wood Ash Available!

Wood Ash available from several locations
(all have CFIA fertilizer label except for Brooklyn which has Environment permit):

NB, NS & PEI farmers have been using wood ash in their 
crop production programs since 2005.

WHAT DOES WOOD ASH PROVIDE?
Fertilizer. 

Lime.

Cheaper alternative to fertilizer and lime.

Sustainable.
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By WENDY ELLIOTT

PORT WILLIAMS - It will take several days 
of sustained rain to put crops back on track 
in the Annapolis Valley, says the president of 
Horticulture Nova Scotia.

An early-morning thunderstorm July 6 
that produced some rain was good for lay-
ing down the dust in the Valley, said Josh 
Oulton.

But random thunderstorms are hardly 
the good soaking that is needed, he said. On 
July 6, Oulton was busy setting up irrigation 
equipment in his own fields in Port Williams.

“Some people are set up and have a good 
source, like ground water,” the Tap Root Farm 
operator said. “We have the system, but we 
haven’t used it in three years. We’re getting 
there.”

Describing growing conditions as “dry, 
dry, dry,” Oulton said crops like his early 
peas, planted in sandy soil, require irriga-
tion now.

One Windsor-area u-pick operator says he 
may soon need to water his orchards as well.

“Most of us have the infrastructure, but 
none of us are experts,” he said. “Everyone 
is concerned. I hear some people are getting 
maxed out.”

Even groundwater supplies are not infinite, 
Oulton added.

“You can’t replace natural rain.”
With Environment Canada calling for 

much more hot, dry weather throughout the 
summer – and the driest June on record since 
the 1940s – there is little relief in sight.

As dry as his fields are, Oulton is con-
cerned for vegetable farmers in places like 
Pereau, where broccoli plants have required 
transplanting.

“It’s frustrating,” he said, as he carried pipe 
into a field. “But we still love what we do.”

  Previously, news reports of drought were 
recorded locally in 2012 and 2008. In early July 
2008, Cambridge farmer Greg Webster told 
TC Media, “We haven’t had a summer this dry 
this early in probably eight to 10 years.”

Josh Oulton, co-owner of Tap Root Farms in Port Williams, 
says the dry conditions are having a major impact on local 
farmers. - Jennifer Vardy Little, TC Media

‘Dry, dry, dry’: Irrigation won’t replace natural 
rain on crops, says Annapolis Valley farmer
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Valley Mobile Welding, a division of Valley Industries your local New Holland Dealer in Lawrencetown, are currently manufacturing Roll Over Protection 
for most makes of tractors. These Roll Over Protection Structures will be fabricated in our Canadian Welding Bureau certified shop by certified welders to 
meet CSA standards. Please call 584-2211 or toll free 1-888-833-9705 for pricing or more information. 

“Low Rate Financing available on most Used Equipment. (OAC)”

Lawrencetown110 Lawrencetown Lane, 
Lawrencetown, NS BOS 1MO

902.584.2211

Kentville1592 Harrington Rd., Kentville, 
NS B4N 3V7
902.679.2583

Truro16 Lower Truro Rd., 
Lower Truro, NS B6L 1L9

902.895.2583

Toll free: 1.877.931.2583 bluelinenewholland.com

USED EQUIPMENT
USL61031 NH Boomer 20 Tractor $15,900.00

USL61007 NH Boomer 3045 Tractor $38,000.00

USK6015 NH BR740 Round Baler $14,500.00

UST5098 NH FP240 Harvester & Grass Head $23,500.00

UST4117 NH FP240 Tandem $14,500.00

USK6025 NH L175 Skidsteer $19,000.00

USK6013 NH L216 Skidsteer $22,500.00

USL61011 NH L218 Skidsteer $24,500.00

USL61014 NH L220 Skidsteer $29,000.00

UST5127 NH T4.95 Tractor $75,000.00

USK5028 NH T4050F Orchard tractor $41,500.00

USK6009 NH TL90A Tractor $19,900.00

USK6024 NH 166 Windrow Inverter $7,900.00

UST5052 JD 925 Mower $7,900.00

USL61053 JD 1327 Discbine $5,000.00

UST3103 JD 3975 Harvester w Grass and Corn $17,500.00

USK6023 NH 165 Manure Box Spreader $8,500.00

7329686

7309508

Business advisors to the  
agricultural industry
Assurance and Tax Services, Business Planning, 
Succession Planning and Project Analysis

For more information please contact our office  
in Truro, Nova Scotia, at 902 895 1641.

www.pwc.com/ca

© 2015 PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP, an Ontario limited liability partnership. All rights reserved. 4554-01 0115
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Builders of Concrete & Steel Silos and Grain Bins • Shop: 902-662-3772 • Cell: 902-893-0774
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Havey Whidden’s in Stewiacke, NS *Photo Courtesy of Atlantic Holstein News Inc.
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By CHRIS MUISE
Special to Farm Focus

When we think of a farmer, the image 
that comes to mind is probably a man wear-
ing overalls, holding a pitchfork or a shovel, 
standing in some soil with a red barn in the 
background.

A new survey from the University of Mani-
toba, in partnership with a group called the 
National New Farmers Coalition, suggests that 
image might need to be amended slightly – 
namely, the part about the farmer being a man.

Julia Laforge, a PhD candidate with the 
University of Manitoba’s department of envi-
ronment and geography, teamed up with the 
NNFC to study how new farmers – ones that 
don’t typically come from a family farm back-
ground – learn the techniques they need to 
successfully run a farm.

“I’ve been working on how farmers are learn-
ing about different types of agriculture,” says La-
forge. “Mostly, I’m interested in people who are 
wanting to do sustainable or ecological practic-
es, and the kind of barriers they might be facing 
to learn about that kind of farming.”

Her interests aligned with NNFC’s objec-
tives, according to member Shannon Jones.

“We partnered with her to create a survey of 
new farmers from across Canada,” says Jones 

who helped start the coalition. NNFC wanted 
to identify the best ways to support new farm-
ers entering the agriculture business, in terms 
of future policy recommendations.

The survey, which saw close to 1,500 re-
spondents participate across Canada, gener-
ated a number of insights that Laforge is still 
sifting through and preparing for publication. 
One interesting trend she noticed suggests 
that women make up a substantial number of 
those new farmers.

“We actually found that, across Canada, 
most new farmers were women,” says La-
forge. “In Atlantic Canada…55 per cent of the 

respondents were women, which is quite a bit 
higher than what you would expect.”

“I wasn’t that surprised,” says Jones, a new 
farmer herself, having founded Broadfork 
Farm with her partner Bryan in 2012. “Each 
of us had worked on other people’s farms for 
a number of years. Many of the other people 
working with me, or learning to farm if it was 

an apprenticeship program, were women. 
There was usually a higher percentage that 
were women.”

Newfound interest?
So, where are all these lady farmers com-

ing from? In part, it’s a matter of newfound 
interest in the industry, according to Laforge.

“There is an increased interest,” Laforge 
notes, adding that the U.S. is seeing a similar 
trend with more women getting into agricul-
ture. “It wasn’t really until the last 20 years 
that you started seeing more women getting 
into that...You have a whole new work force, 
basically, you didn’t have before.”

Matthew Carlson, the Young Farmers Coor-
dinator with the Newfoundland and Labrador 
Federation of Agriculture, has personally met 
more and more women as part of his work.

“We’ve definitely seen an uptick in a fairly 
substantial way,” says Carlson, who works 
with potential new farmers in the province. 
“There’s definitely a lot more women inter-
ested in getting involved.”

Women instrumental in farm success
But that’s not the whole story. Women 

have been instrumental to the success of Ca-
nadian farms for generations – it’s just that, 
now, they’re starting to get recognition for it.

The new face of farming in Atlantic Canada
New research from the University of Manitoba shows women getting into agri-business in record numbers in Canada

Pictures like this one of Shannon Jones, co-owner of Broad-
fork Farm, are becoming more common in Atlantic Canada 
as women take over the role of running the farm. - Photo by 
Broadfork Farm
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THE FASTEST, MOST EFFECTIVE, ROBUST, 
HIGH PERFORMANCE SNOW REMOVAL 

TOOL ON THE MARKET

QUALITY, STURDINESS, RELIABILITY
SINCE 1857 

12 TONS

15 TONS

8 TONS8 TONS

HE+series
WITH SCRAPER BLADE

MONOCOQUE
DUMP TRAILERS

ESTEY’S BRIDGE
Agri Mechanical Ltd
(506) 450-2918
FRÉDÉRICTON
Riverside Chain 
Saw (1989) Ltd
(506) 453-1322
GRAND-FALLS
Équipement Michaud 
Equipment Ltd
(506) 473-6400
GRAND-FALLS
Green Diamond 
Equipment Ltd
(506) 473-6963
MONCTON
Green Diamond
Equipment Ltd
(506) 388-3337
NORTON
Hall Bros Ent. Ltd
(506) 839-2442
SAINT-ANTOINE
St-Antoine Farm
Equipment Ltd
(506) 525-2510
SAINT-ISIDORE
G. & G. Haché 
et Frères Ltée
(506) 358-2203
SALISBURY
Nova International Ltd
506 372-9301
SUSSEX
Green Diamond 
Equipment Ltd
(506) 432-6470
WOODSTOCK
Green Diamond
Equipment Ltd
(506) 325-6150

AMHERST
Fundy Bay 
Tractors
(902) 667-8624

ANTIGONISH
Green Diamond 
Equipment Ltd
(902) 863-5991
HALIFAX
Green Diamond 
Equipment Ltd
(902) 450-0712
KENTVILLE
BlueLine 
New Holland
(902) 679-2583
KENTVILLE
Green Diamond
Equipment Ltd
(902) 678-5555
LAWRENCETOWN
Blueline New Holland 
Valley Industries Ltd
(902) 584-2211
LOWER ONSLOW
Green Diamond 
Equipment Ltd
(902) 662-2516
MIDDLETON
Green Diamond 
Equipment Ltd
(902) 825-3042
NEW GLASGOW
Green Diamond 
Equipment Ltd
(902) 396-4125
PORT WILLIAMS
Van Oostrum JG Farm Equip. Ltd
(902) 582-3311
SYDNEY
Belmac Henderson
Supply Ltd
(902) 539-6006
WINDSOR
Nova International Ltd
902 798-9544

KENSINGTON
Kensington Agr. Services Ltd
(902) 836-3212 

OUR DEALERS
NEW BRUNSWICK

NOVA SCOTIA PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND

7331923

“Women have been involved in agriculture 
for centuries,” says Laforge. “But we used to 
call them ‘farm wives.’”

“I’ve spoken with older women farm-
ers...they said they couldn’t own property, 
necessarily. Property would be in their hus-
band’s name,” says Jones. “From that per-
spective, when you look at who the owner 
of a farm is, it shows up as a man, even if 
the woman is doing equal work to move the 
farm forward.”

“I think that’s changing,” says Laforge. 
“Women are more and more being recog-
nized as the main decision-makers, the main 
operators on the farm, equal to their partners 
if they’re in a relationship.”

That perception of women farmers as just 
the farmer’s wife hasn’t entirely gone away, 
according to Jones.

“I think there’s still a perception,” says 
Jones. “Living in rural areas, there’s still, 
sometimes, that idea, when people first meet 
my partner Bryan and I, they think he’s the 
farmer.”

But with research like this shedding light 
on the growing number of female farmers, 
she hopes that perception is starting to 
change.

“Women always were facing barriers, 
and the perception of what could be a ca-
reer choice for them...farming, along with 
fishing and maybe forestry, are potentially 
the last ones,” says Jones. “It’s valuable for 
young women and girls to be able to think of 
themselves choosing a career such as farm-
ing – if that relates to their interests. It’s im-
portant for them not to feel like this is a job 
that doesn’t suit them just because they’re a 
woman.”

Cultivating a new generation of women 
farmers

Laforge hopes the research will help raise 
awareness of areas where new farmers - es-
pecially these new women farmers who 
predominantly do not come from a farming 
background – need extra support.

“They face a lot of challenges,” says La-

forge, who hopes to someday see a Canada-
wide strategy for supporting and retaining 
new farmers. “They don’t have access to 
land, and they don’t have easy access to 
capital and financing. It can be hard to get 
small grants, and it can be hard to afford 
land.”

This new generation of farmers will be 

greatly needed, too – with the average age 
of the Canadian farmer being 55, retaining 
young talent is necessary. 

“We just need more people getting in-
volved,” says Carlson, whose program is pri-
marily funded through the Going Forward 2 
program. “We need everyone, be they men or 
women.”

Julia Laforge’s research shows that more than half of new farmers in Atlantic Canada are women. - Submitted photo
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HAUGHOLM BOOKS
Ph: 519-522-0248  Fax: 519-522-0138

Allan J. Haugh

Canada’s First Steiner Dealer!
New parts for old tractors.

Service manuals for tractors and gas engines.
Classic tractor and stationary engine books.
Decal sets, spark plugs, and spark plug wires

for older engines and tractors.

40372 Mill Rd RR #1, Brucefield, ON  N0M 1J0
Mon-Fri 9:00am to 5:00pm

WOOD HEAT OUTDOOR FURNACES

7079924
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9

Atlantic toll free:   1-866-495-7567
www.bobcatatlantic.comAtlantic toll free:   1-866-495-7567

www.bobcatatlantic.com
7079943

BARN CLEANERS
WE SELL AND INSTALL replacement parts to 
fit practically any barn cleaner, this includes 
chain, chute, drive units and corners. We 
also handle a full line of liquid manure and 
stabling equipment. We deliver or work any-
where in Nova Scotia.

Call TERRY or PETER SHEEHY
902-758-2002

7080044

TRACTOR PARTS
CHOWN TRACTOR PARTS
New and used parts for all makes.

Sussex area NB
Phone: (506) 434-4811

Fax: (506) 433-1988
Email: sales@chowntractorparts.com

Web: www.chowntractorparts.com
7080045

7080072

CONTACT:
Jennifer Lalonde

613-218-9447
jennifer.lalonde@tc.tc

Secure your 
advertising 
space in the 
Farm Focus 

Buyer’s Guide 
and reach 
Atlantic 

Canadians in 
the market for 
your products 
or services.

7080502

Reach Atlantic Canadians with your
Message of products and services 

o f  A t l a n t i c  C a n a d a
FARM FOCUS

Advertise by calling Jennifer Lalonde 

613-218-9447 
Or e-mail jennifer.lalonde@tc.tc

Visit us on line at www.atlanticfarmfocus.ca 70 05 2

7080630

BUYERS GUIDE 
 

THIS 
SPACE 

AVAILABLE 

7080851

70
80

86
6

Replacement parts for Massey Ferguson, White, 
Oliver, Cockshutt, A/C, Gleaner and Kubota, 
as well as many shortline and after market 
replacement parts for all makes and models. 
Courier service available.

32 Lower Truro Rd.,
Truro, N.S. B2N 5G6

www.centralequip.ns.ca

6756197

FARM EQUIPMENT
Animat

Nova Scotia
New and used Jamesway Feeding and 

Manure Handling Equipment.
Parts available. Animat

Rubber Mats. Alley Matting.

Phone 902-895-9829

70
80

04
3
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Do You Have A Personal Wealth Management Strategy?

WWW.HENNIGARPLANNING.COM
7309 73

6831818

For more information or to find 
a collection site near you visit 
cleanfarms.ca or call 877-622-4460

Take  
it back!
Empty bags and containers don’t 
belong on your farm. That’s why 
there’s CleanFARMS.

PREP THESE ITEMS  
FOR EASY DROP OFF:

Pesticide and fertilizer 
containers – well rinsed, 
caps/booklets removed 
so they can be recycled

Seed and pesticide  
bags – collection  
bags are available  
from your retailer

Bring them back  
to your retailer.

4

4

7277181

SOURIS, P.E.I. - Souris-Elmira MLA and 
Opposition Fisheries Critic Colin LaVie wants 
answers on recent fisheries management de-
cisions by the federal government and their 
economic impacts on Islanders.

At a recent meeting of the Standing Committee 
on Agriculture and Fisheries, LaVie proposed in-
viting federal Fisheries Minister Dominic LeBlanc 
to appear before the committee to explain recent 
decisions on halibut quota and lobster carapace.

LaVie also proposed inviting representatives 
of Island fishers, processors and the province to 
discuss the economic impact of these decisions.

LaVie’s requests were agreed to unani-
mously by the all-party committee.

“We had our halibut quota cut. The lobster 
carapace size has been changed. These deci-
sions were made without talking to anyone 
first. We were blindsided.

“There’s going to be economic fallout from these 

decisions so we deserve to know how and why 
these decisions were made,” said LaVie, who high-
lighted the lobster carapace decision as one with 
economic impact on both fishers and processors.

The canner lobster sector has a major 
economic impact, adding $78 million to the 
province’s GDP, supporting over 1,000 person 
years of employment and creating $20 mil-
lion in tax revenues annually.

LaVie suggested that the committee exercise 
its subpoena powers to compel LeBlanc to ap-
pear before the committee if he was unwilling.

“A lot of time and money has gone into build-
ing up the canner market internationally. Now 
those jobs and that export growth are at risk 
with a stroke of the minister’s pen. These deci-
sions have real consequences for real people. The 
minister needs to answer for that,” said LaVie.

The Guardian

Opposition Fisheries critic wants answers 
on decisions impacting Islanders
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Don’t Miss a single issue of Atlantic Farm Focus!
Subscribe today for only  

$13.99 + taxes

It will be delivered to your mail box each and
every month for a year.

Email Margaret Wallace margaret.wallace@tc.tc 
or

Margaret Wallace or Kelly Salsman
PO BOX 430

Kentville, NS BAN 3X4

Atlantic Farm Focus makes a nice gift as well

By DAVID JALA

BLACK ROCK, N.S. — The Bird Islands may 
just be a Cape Breton treasure that’s hidden 
in plain sight.

The two islands, Hertford and Ciboux, are 
located off Cape Dauphin and are easily vis-
ible from both the east side of the Cabot Trail 
and the northern end of Boularderie Island.

“The Bird Islands are the most important 
bird habitat in Nova Scotia and we’re com-
mitted to ensuring they stay wild and remain 
pristine,” John Paterson, stewardship co-ordi-
nator for the Nova Scotia Nature Trust, said 
Saturday during a boat trip near the islands.

The trust, a charitable group formed in 
1994 to preserve ecologically threatened en-
vironments, chartered a vessel for a scientific 
survey of the islands.

Earlier this year, the group received Hert-
ford Island from the Nova Scotia Bird Society 
as part of an overall contribution of seven is-
lands and one coastal property, all of which 
are important bird habitats.

Captain Vince Van Schaick, a veteran 
skipper of one of the privately operated tour 
boats that visit the Bird Islands, said that 
when he’s not on his Puffin Express, he’s 
thinking about being on the specially de-
signed touring vessel.

“This is one of the most beautiful parts 
of Cape Breton — it’s scenic and has a great 
abundance of life on display,” said Van 
Schaick.

But while the pair of rocky isles, made rug-
ged by water and wind since time immemo-
rial, is wild and captivating, it is not the most 
visited of Cape Breton’s many scenic attrac-
tions. In fact, it is forbidden to trespass, as 
the islands are a wildlife management Area 

The Bird Islands: a treasure hidden in plain sight
One of Cape Breton’s Bird Islands protected to provide important sanctuary for migratory and nesting birds

as designated by the province in 2009.
Although the Bird Islands do not harbour 

any human population (the lighthouse on Ci-
boux was manned from 1863 until the 1900s), 
they are aptly named. They host the largest 
colony of great cormorants in North Ameri-
ca, along with many other species, including 
Atlantic puffins, razorbills, black guillemots, 
double-breasted cormorants, black-legged 
kittiwakes, herring gulls, blue herons and 
bald eagles. And, of course, there are the 
more than 200 grey seals that seem to pay 
little heed to thousands of birds squawking 
and flying about.

While the islands are a birdwatcher’s de-
light and present never-ending photographic 
opportunities, they are also of great interest 
to researchers and conservationists.

Among those who joined Paterson on the 
tour was bird society president David Currie, 
who said the time was right to hand the is-
land over to the trust.

“We just felt it was time to pass it along 
to the nature trust,” he said. “The trust has 
really grown and we felt it was better suited 
to take over stewardship of the island and 
protect them for perpetuity — we couldn’t 

be happier.”
Currie was one of eight society members 

who spent most of three-hour tour scoping 
out the wildlife, documenting the numbers 
per species per sector, and photographing 
the bird and aquatic life that presented itself 
to the lens.

He said the research will be studied to de-
termine what the latest trends are when it 
comes to bird life on the islands. For example, 
many of the birders expressed concern over 
the large number of bald eagles present on 
the cliffs of the two islands.

Van Schaick, one of the most regular visi-
tors to the Bird Islands, said that for the 
much-adored puffins, the eagles represent 
bad news.

“The puffins are being forced away from 
the islands because of the threat of the ea-
gles,” he said, adding that he has also noticed 
changing trends on what species are visiting 
the islands at specific times.

Although Hertford, the nearer of the two is-
lands to the Cape Breton coastline, is now in 
the hands of the Nova Scotia Nature Trust, its 
northern sister, Ciboux, remains the property 
of the provincial and federal governments.

The other properties donated by the Bird 
Society to the nature trust include Indian Is-
land near Bridgewater, the four Bald Islands 
in the Tusket area, Peter’s Island near Brier 
Island, and a coastal property near Port Joli. 
Collectively, the donated properties support 
about 20 per cent of the province’s bird spe-
cies and provide important habitat for migra-
tory and nesting birds.

WHAT: Two rocky islands, Hertford 
and Ciboux, that provide sanctuary to 
many varieties of birds.

WHERE: Located off Cape Breton’s 
eastern coast near entrance to Bras d’Or 
Lake and St. Anns Bay.

WHY: Hertford Island recently donat-
ed by Nova Scotia Bird Society to Nova 
Scotia Nature Trust for future steward-
ship.

WHO: Great cormorants; Atlantic puf-
fins, razorbills, black guillemots, double-
breasted cormorants, black-legged kit-
tiwakes, herring gulls, blue herons and 
bald eagles. And, of course, seals.

THE BIRD ISLANDS

A great cormorant spreads its wings in the classic pose. - 
David Jala, TC Media

Captain Vince Van Schaick at the helm of the Puffin Express. 
- David Jala, TC Media

The Nova Scotia Bird Society recently donated Hertford Island to the Nova Scotia Nature Trust. Hertford and nearby Ciboux 
make up the Bird Islands, off the coast of Cape Breton near the entrance to the Bras d’Or Lake and St. Anns Bay. - David 
Jala, TC Media
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KuhnNorthAmerica.com

INVEST IN QUALITY®

 Bayview Trucks

& Equipment

Saint John, NB

506-648-0953

Central

Equipment

Truro, NS

902-895-2888

Good

Equipment 

Charlottetown, PE 

902-892-4188

Visit your local
Kuhn Dealer today!

DENSITY WHERE IT COUNTS

Integral Rotor

VB 2200 SERIES VARIABLE CHAMBER ROUND BALERS

• Integral Rotor Technology provides consistent, trouble-free crop flow
• ast, consistent bale starting in diverse conditions
• Progressive Density System produces very firm bales with moderate cores
• Simple, heavy-duty driveline and chains for reliability
Produces  and  bales

7329703

By DIANE CROCKER

DEER LAKE, NF – Pauline Duivenvoor-
den and her husband Phil MacLean, own-
ers of Headline Holsteins on Goose Arm 
Road, are getting into the egg producing 
business under the banner of Barn Fine 
Eggs Inc.

Duivenvoorden said that since 2000 egg 
consumption has increased right across Can-
ada. In the last couple of years it has gone up 
by 1½ per cent per year.

She thinks the increase is partly due to the 
nutritional benefits of eggs.

“They’re a convenient, high protein, high 
quality food, and they’re not expensive,” she 
said.

“So as a result of all that I think eggs 
have had a pretty good profile for con-
sumers and for the medical profession, 
too.”

As the consumption rises then so does the 
demand.

Management of production quotas in this 
province falls to the Egg Farmers of New-
foundland and Labrador.

“As the market grows they set aside 
quota for new entrants,” said Duivenvoor-
den.

“We’re pretty familiar with the quota sys-
tems, because that’s how the dairy farm 
works under supply management. So when 
quota became available it was kind of a natu-
ral progression to go into another agricultur-
al sector, really.”

They applied for some of the available quo-
ta over two years ago and had to go through 
a process of developing a business plan and 
securing financing before it was allocated to 
them.

Barn Fine Eggs has a quota for just over 
5,000 hens. The barn that is currently 
being constructed on a separate prop-
erty from Headline Holsteins will be able 
to house 7,500 hens, allowing room for 
growth.

The hens are coming from an egg hatchery 
in central Newfoundland and will be between 
18 and 19 weeks olds between Christmas and 
New Years.

“So the barn needs to be ready by the 
first of December or so,” said Duivenvoor-
den.

Once in operation Barn Fine Eggs Inc. will 
be the only layer producing facility on the 
west coast.

Hammond Farms in Little Rapids got out 
of the production, grading and selling of eggs 
in 2008. Federal regulations introduced at the 

Phil MacLean and Pauline Duivenvoorden, owners of Headline Holsteins in Deer Lake, are getting into the egg producing 
business under the banner of Barn Fine Eggs Inc. - Roxanne Ryland photo

Barn Fine Eggs set to begin  
production in Newfoundland
The resurgence of the egg as a healthy food 
has turned into an opportunity for a dairy farming 
couple to expand into a new venture

time meant the farm would have to change 
the way it graded eggs, but the company 
wasn’t interested in doing so because of the 
cost involved.

The eggs produced at Barn Fine Eggs will 
be available to consumers in the province, 
but will have to through the only egg grad-
ing station in the province, Newfoundland 
Egg Inc. The station is part of the Smallwood 
Group. Inc. and is located on Roaches Line in 
Clarke’s Beach.

Depending on consumer interest, Duiv-
envoorden said they might eventually market 
under their own banner.

The Pilot
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Our Agriculture Specialists 
have the background you need. 
When you want fi nancial advice, you want to 

know that your advisor actually has a background 

in agriculture. TD Agriculture Specialists offer that 

assurance. That’s why Dave Jeffries and his sons 

entrusted Vince Puchailo to help the Jeffries family 

put a strategy in place to keep their operation thriving 

for generations to come. Share the benefi t of our 

experience. Talk to a TD Agriculture Specialist today.

® The TD logo and other trade-marks are the property of The Toronto-Dominion Bank.

Visit tdcommercialbanking.com/agriculture

Our deep roots in agriculture 
can help you thrive.
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