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Heart of the Scenic Rim
Boonah Shire, Queen Mary Falls, Rathdowney,  

Mt Barney and beyond
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Boonah shire Visitor 
Information Centre
Bicentennial Park, Boonah-
Fassifern Rd, Boonah Q 4310
Phone (07) 5463 2233
Email: vic@boonah.qld.gov.au

Rathdowney Visitor 
Information Centre
Mt Lindesay Hwy,
Rathdowney Q 4287
Phone (07) 5544 1222
Email: info@rathdowney.org.au

Visitor Information Centres

�

Service Clubs
Rotary Each Thursday.......................5463 1024

Quota 2nd & 4th Wednesday..............5463 1615

Lions 1st & 3rd Monday......................5463 1530

Probus 3rd Wednesday.................... 5463 1300

Church Services
(Please phone for times)

Anglican 
Boonah, Harrisville & Kalbar...................5463 1879
Rathdowney..........................................5541 1015

Uniting Church 
Boonah & Kalbar...................................5463 1052
Barney View & Rathdowney...................5541 1018

Church of Christ
Boonah.................................................5463 0999

Fassifern Lutheran Church 
Boonah, Harrisville & Kalbar...................5463 1194

Catholic
Rathdowney..........................................5541 1068
Boonah.................................................5463 1057

Baptist
Boonah.................................................5463 7671
Kalbar....................................................5463 7045

salvation army
Boonah.................................................5463 1282

Police, Fire & Ambulance...................... 000

Boonah Police............................ 5463 3999

Kalbar Police.............................. 5463 7201

Fire Station.................................. 5541 4827

Boonah Hospital......................... 5463 3300

Boonah Medical Centre............. 5463 1200

Leonard St Medical Centre........ 5463 2266

Kalbar Medical Centre................ 5463 1200

Boonah Pharmacy...................... 5463 1542

Boonah Veterinary Clinic............ 5463 1339

Kalbar Veterinary Clinic.............. 5463 7260

Local Newspaper 
“Fassifern Guardian”.................. 5463 1888

ATMs
Commercial Hotel........ 39 High St, Boonah

Commonwealth Bank.. 15 High St, Boonah

Bendigo Bank................... High St, Boonah

Kalbar Fruit & Veg.......................... (in store)

Kalbar General Store..................... (in store)

Rathdowney Hotel......................... (in hotel)

Rathdowney News........................ (in store)

For further information contact: 

Boonah Shire 
Tourism Inc.

PO Box 184
Boonah Q 4310

www.boonahtourism.org.au

This publication has been complied by Boonah Shire 
Tourism Inc. Every effort has been made to ensure the 
accuracy and reliability of the information contained 

in this publication. Boonah Shire Tourism Inc. accepts 
no responsibility or liability for the accuracy of the 

information presented. © Boonah Shire Tourism Inc.
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B o o n a h  S h i r e

Covering an area of 1921 

square kilometres, Boonah 

is home to approximately 8,600 

residents. Situated 80 metres 

above sea level, Boonah boasts a 

sub-tropical climate of warm wet 

summers and mild dry winters.  

The beautiful Boonah Shire 

is a premier area for agricultural 

and horticultural production. Food 

processing is also an important 

industry and our products can be 

found in the nearby cities.

The Shire is nestled among World 

Heritage-listed country and boasts 

a great range of recreation activities 

to suit all. With numerous award-

winning products from wine and 

olives to local jams and natural 

cosmetics, there is something for 

everyone to sample, taste and 

take away. The country markets 

showcase local produce and 

wares while traditional skills are 

utilised in the renovation of many 

old hotels, houses and cottages 

around the district. 

With all its natural beauty 

Boonah has emerged as one of 

South East Queensland’s primary 

tourism destinations offering a 

vast range of activities and sight-

seeing for the tourist not only 

looking for a day trip but those 

seeking a short break or longer 

term holiday. From its spectacular 

scenery to the charm of its country 

towns there is something to suit 

everyone’s aspirations. 

Lake Moogerah and Lake 

Maroon are popular places for 

sailing, water skiing, fishing and 

for those just wanting to relax 

over a picnic lunch in beautiful 

surroundings.

Browse on further to discover 

for yourself what the Heart of the 

Scenic Rim has to offer.

Located in the heart of the Scenic Rim of South East 

Queensland, Boonah Shire is only one hour’s drive 

south west of Brisbane and one and a half hours’ 

drive west of the Gold Coast.

t o w n  o f Boonah

B o o n a h  S h i r e

Boonah, the main town of the 
region, is the hub for business, 

commerce and local government. 
A visit to the Cultural Centre 
and Regional Art Gallery is 

recommended. There is a busy 
shopping area with a wide range 
of shops, cafés, historic pubs, art 
galleries, antique and craft shops. 
You can easily spend a few hours 

enjoying the laid-back country 
town atmosphere.  

January	 	
Rathdowney Rodeo 5544 3174

Australia Day Celebrations		
5463 3000

February	 	
Jazz & Classical Music Picnic at 
Zengarra 5463 5600

April		

Moogerah Passion Play		
5463 5591

Rathdowney Heritage Festival		
5544 1222

Rathdowney Easter Bush Dance 
5544 1222

Rathdowney Campdraft 
5544 3174 

May		

Boonah Show 5463 1427

June		
Discover Mount Barney 

Passport Tour 5544 3233

Queensland Day – Templin 
Museum 5463 1970

Kalbar Show 5463 7630

August
Seniors’ Week activities 
5463 3000

September	

Art Collective Festival, Boonah

October	 	

Boonah Orchid Show 

Annual Rathdowney Bowls 
Carnival 5544 1156	

Boonah Campdraft & Rodeo		
5463 5228	

November	

Australian Open Garden 
“Discover Mt Barney” 5544 3285

Kalbar Country Day 5463 7551

December	

Boonah Christmas Street Party		
5463 0016

Boonah Carols by Candlelight		
5463 0016

Boonah Shire

Art & Soul Gallery Café
Advertisement page 16
Antiques on Railway
Advertisement page 20
Boonah Automatics
Advertisement page 7
Boonah Boots & Saddles
Advertisement page 6
Boonah Cultural Centre
Advertisement page 16
Boonah Jewellery & Gifts
Advertisement page 6
Commerical Hotel
Advertisement Back Cover
Flavours Café
Advertisement page 13
The Full Boonah
Advertisement page 16
Glens Diner
Advertisement page 13
Jon King Real Estate
Advertisement page 6
Maynards Store
Advertisement page 20
Outdoors & More
Advertisement page 20
Scenic Rim Tyres
Advertisement page 6
Simon’s Tavern
Advertisement page 13
Valley Fresh Fine Foods 
Advertisement page 6
Wybellina’s Coffee Shop
Advertisement page 12
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What’s On...
EVENTS

� �

	1	 Police

	2	 Ambulance

	3	 Boonah Shire Council

	4	 Boonah Cultural Centre & 		

		 Library

	5	 Post Office

	6	 Bicentennial Park & Toilets	

	7	 Springleigh Park & Toilets

	8	 Scenic Lookout

	9	 Coronation Park & Toilets

	10	 Showgrounds

	11	 Tiny Tots Park & Toilets

	12	 Boonah Motel 

Advertisement page 33

13	 The Outlook

Advertisement page 36		

	14	 Boonah Valley Motel 

Advertisement page 34    

15	 Brook Cottage

Advertisement page 36	

16	 Dugandan Hotel

Advertisement page 13	

17	 BP Service Station

Advertisement page 40	

18	 Boonah Real Estate Pty Ltd

Advertisement page 6
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Boonah Depot:
9 Mt French Rd, Boonah Q 4310
Fax: (07) 5463 2866
Brisbane Depot:
44 Shettleston St, Rocklea Q 4106
Ph: 0409 052 718

BRISBANE - BOONAH - TOOWOOMBA
DAILY SERVICE  (07) 5463 1086

•  General Freight Carriers
•  Furniture Removal
•  Licensed Drinking Water Carrier
•  Parcel Service
•  Crane Truck Hire

B o o n a h  S h i r e

Boonah Hardware Mitre 10: 
Hardware, building supplies and gift lines. Open 7 days a week.
Yeates Ave, Boonah Q 4310 
Ph: (07) 5463 1805  Fax: (07) 5463 2099

Boonah Newsagency: Lotto, stationery & gifts. Open Mon 
- Fri 6am to 5.15pm, Sat 6.30am to 12 noon & Sun 6.30am to 
11.30am. 43 High St, Boonah Q 4310 Ph: (07) 5463 1105 
Email: bnews@ozsell.com

Concept Pro: Mortgage broking, investment choices, real 
estate agency, financial advice. 72 High St, Boonah Q 4310 
Ph: 1300 551 998  Mobile: 0405 495 787  
Email: conceptpro@msn.com

Internet Café and One Hour Photos: Computer 
repairs, broadband and dialup internet provider, all photo 
processing and passport photos. 80 High St, Boonah Q 4310 
Ph: (07) 5463 1168  Email: webmaster@ozsell.com

The Full Boonah: 
Dig up your past. Over a million family histories! Certified 
authentic. Future family heirlooms. Authentic Aboriginal art and 
didgeridoos always available. Specialist photography including 
macro and panoramas. Open weekdays 9.30am to 5.30pm, 
weekends 10am to 2pm. 
64 High St, Boonah Q 4310 
Ph: (07) 5463 2020  Email: orders@fullboonah.com

B o o n a h  S h i r e

For all the latest information, visit

www.boonahtourism.org.au
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To The Rug Maker

The Rug Maker
Kalbar Qld 4309

Custom fit Horse Rugs & Combos
Endurance Saddle Blankets

Mail Order Welcome

Ph: 07 5463 5360
Mob: 0416 268 586

Kalbar	

�

k a l b a r

�

k a l b a r

Kalbar has a rich German 

history which is reflected in 

many historic sites around town.

As a secondary commercial 

and service centre in the 

Shire, Kalbar offers shopping 

facilities, a civic centre, hotel, 

showgrounds, school, historical 

churches, a retirement village, 

parks and gardens.

Attractions include heritage- 

listed buildings Wiss Emporium, 

Wiss House and other magnificent 

houses, a café and Art gallery, all 

of bygone days which reflect the 

heritage of the town.

The town of Kalbar is situated in the fertile Fassifern 

Valley with magnificent views of the Scenic Rim.

	1	 Police

	2	 Post Office

	3	 Fire Station

	4	 Primary School

	5	 Kalbar Real Estate

	6	 Fassifern Hair, Beauty & 		

		M assage

		 Advertisement page 41

	7	 Kalbar Newsagency

	8	 Art Café du Kalbar

		  Advertisement page 12

	9	 Kalbar Supermarket

10	 The Rug Maker

11	 Caring Massage

		 Advertisement page 41

12	 Kalbar Fruit and Veges

13	 Wiss House B&B

		 Advertisement page 37

14	 Stark House B&B

		 Advertisement page 37

Dawn’s A new Beginning: Ladies’ 
fashions, lingerie and accessories sizes 8 - 30. 
Also selling pre loved kids’ stuff. Open Tues - 
Fri 9am - 4.30pm and Sat 9am - 11.30am. 
97 George St, Kalbar Ph/fax: (07) 5463 7328

Art Café du Kalbar Page 12

Kalbar is one of the oldest 

settlements in Fassifern. 

It was originally called 

Engelsburg after one of the 

earliest settlers but was 

changed to Kalbar around 

World War 1. There are 

many historic buildings in 

the town and it is worth 

stopping here for a look 

around, perhaps check out 

the art & craft shops, have 

a meal or a coffee or treat 

yourself to a night in one 

of the B&B’s.

5 7

9 10

12

For all the 
latest information, visit

www.boonahtourism.org.au
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Aratula	
The village of Aratula is located 

on the Cunningham Highway 

at the foot of Cunningham’s Gap, 

serving the local rural community 

as well as passing traffic.

Aratula offers commercial 

services, arts & crafts, cafés, a 

bakery, service stations, a school 

and School of Arts hall, a hotel, 

a motel, a caravan park and 

camping grounds.

10

a r at u l a

11

a r at u l a

Situated on the Cunningham Highway, Aratula is the gateway to 
many of South East Queensland’s national parks. It is a popular  

place to stop for a break with a good selection of eating places, a 
large fresh food market where you can stock up on supplies and 

antique shops to browse through.

	

	1	 Shell Aratula Road House

	2	 Aratula Markets	

3	 Aratula Traders

	4	 Aratula Café and Antiques

	5	 Overland Spare Parts

1 2

3

4 5
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F o o d  &  W i n e
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Food & Wine

Country dining is still one 

of the most pleasant 

experiences available, and 

even more so after a day of 

sightseeing and activities.

Picture yourself sitting on a 

verandah overlooking a beautiful 

valley with the occasional cloud 

rolling off the mountain, sipping on 

a morning cappuccino or enjoying 

an elegant afternoon tea. How 

about a decadent dessert? And 

why not take home your favourite 

coffee beans along with a selection 

of other gourmet products on sale 

from our many cafés. 

Breathe truly fresh air, take in 

some of the best views around, 

snuggle up beside a cosy 

warm fire in winter - a visit to 

the Scenic Rim is a memorable 

country culinary experience!

If the romance of wine is 

more your calling, you will not 

be disappointed. Just ponder 

browsing through a leafy vineyard 

and then sampling the produce 

at the cellar door. Award-winning 

wines abound and you can also 

enjoy a barbecue or picnic at 

some wineries.

From a hearty breakfast or 

relaxing morning tea, to a lunch in 

a landscaped setting, an afternoon 

coffee surrounded by artworks, or 

a romantic candle-lit dinner, it’s all 

here in the Scenic Rim for you to 

explore and indulge.

How far would you go to enjoy some of the best country 

cuisine on offer? From the traditional country pub to 

clubs, cafés, wineries and restaurants, it’s all here in the 

Heart of the Scenic Rim.

Art & Soul Gallery café Page 16

restaurant zest Back Cover

vue restaurant Page 34

o n  R a i l w a y

Ph: (07) 5463 2699  Railway St, Boonah Q 4310

Wide variety of 
cuisine and coffees. 

Fully licensed & 
air conditioned. 

Open seven 
days. Motorbikes 

welcome.

Fine dining in 
one of Boonah’s 

beautifully 
restored historic 

buildings.



14

F o o d  &  W i n e

For all the 
latest information, visit

www.boonahtourism.org.au

Harrisville News & General Store 
Magazines, groceries, drinks, ice cream and 
cakes. Open 7 days 6am - 6pm. 37 Queen St, 
Harrisville Q 4307 Ph/fax: (07) 5467 1255
Email: ekmiles@bigpond.com.au

a r t  &  c u lt u r e

15

Art & Culture
unique - and until now - unsung 

photographic talent.

Today, the Shire is home to 

many artists and craftspeople 

from across all disciplines. There 

are photographers, visual artists, 

sculptors, textile workers, quilters, 

wood turners, glass workers, 

jewellery makers, writers, film 

makers, multi-media artists, 

dancers, actors, musicians and 

singer/songwriters. Their talents 

are on display in parks, art 

galleries, local businesses and 

also feature at local festivals, 

country markets and events.

The Boonah Shire has a 

tradition of arts and cultural events. 

The Boonah Art Collective is a 

group of professional artists and 

lovers of art whose members 

organise an annual arts festival 

which culminates in a street arts 

spectacular, a free staged event 

featuring the talents of local artists 

and the Boonah community. The 

event is a celebration of song, 

dance, drama, lantern sculptures, 

fire performers and pyrotechnics.  

Other events include the Creative 

Community Symposium, Calico 

on the Catwalk - a wearable art 

competition - and the Scenic Rim 

Art Awards.

Art and craft are a part of the 

scenery so it is not unusual to 

walk into a hotel, café, book 

shop, beauty salon or dress 

shop and find original works of 

art on display and for sale.

Story by freelance writer

Hilary Beaton

Pastor Armin Bode was an 

amateur photographer who 

lived in Boonah Shire at the 

turn of the 20th century.  

Due to his enthusiasm, a 

period of history has been 

captured in a priceless 

collection of photographs 

depicting everyday life in 

a rural Queensland town. 

An experimental photographer, 

several works show his 

successful attempts at double and 

triple exposures. In one example, 

the pastor is playing chess with 

himself while in another his cousin, 

Walter Sturrick, is seen pushing, 

pulling and sitting on a motor bike!

His photographs provide 

a comprehensive picture of a 

community at work, at play and 

in repose, a fitting testimony to a 

‘With an Eye on 
the Sky’ by 
Catherine Anderson
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Lakes
Lakes Moogerah and Maroon are 

ideal spots for fishing, water skiing, 

sailing or canoeing and both have 

excellent picnic facilities. 

Scenic Drives
Driving in the Boonah region you 

will witness areas of outstanding 

beauty. Be it the magnificent 

mountain peaks or the vast fertile 

areas of the Fassifern Valley 

you will be inspired by the rich 

surroundings. Allow time to visit 

the antique shops in Boonah 

and Aratula. Try a lakeside drive 

along the 30km Lake Moogerah 

Road, which has beautiful views, 

the dam and gorge, or drive to 

the end of Mt French Road and 

take the 200m walk to Mt French 

lookout. The view is worth every 

step you take.

Bushwalking
The Scenic Rim is a bushwalker’s 

paradise, with some of the best 

bushwalking tracks so near 

Brisbane and the Gold Coast. 

The widely known Mt Barney 

region, Mt Maroon, Mt Greville, 

Mt French, Spicer’s Gap and Lake 

Moogerah offer walks and climbs 

of varying levels and distances.  

Both bushwalkers and mountain 

climbers alike are rewarded with 

breathtaking views whilst others 

feature wildlife and birdwatching. 

A Bushwalking Challenge 
– Mount Greville
Close to Boonah, Kalbar and 

Aratula lies the Moogerah Peaks 

National Park, part of the chain 

of five National Parks. Mount 

Greville, to the west and south 

of Lake Moogerah, features the 

famous Palm Gorge. 

This is a steep bushwalk (class 

5) but well worth the effort. Mt 

Greville is 770m and situated in 

the Moogerah National Park. The 

bushwalk, starting from Mount 

Greville Road, encompases the 

magnificent Waterfall Gorge and  

leads to an open area where you 

have great views of Moogerah 

Dam and Mt Moon. Grass trees 

abound in this area. On the way 

down look at the spectacular 

Palm Gorge, populated with 

palms, staghorn, elkhorn, 

mosses and lichens and with 

sheer cliff faces on either side. 

Wineries and Pubs
With the growing popularity of the 

wines from the area, winery and 

pub trails lead you to areas of 

unspoiled natural beauty. Decide 

on a driver for the day and head 

round the wine trail before settling 

in for dinner and the night in your 

chosen accommodation – ranging 

from luxury country houses, bed 

& breakfasts, motels or a lakeside 

camp site.

Templin Historical 
Village
Situated on the road from Boonah 

to Aratula, before the turnoff onto 

Lake Moogerah Road is a piece 

of old Queensland. Templin 

is a complete early settler’s 

village featuring an interesting 

collection of relics and records 

from yesteryear. Sit in a desk 

and think of the differences in 

learning from today. Step back 

in time; learn about our forbears’ 

lifestyles and cultures. There are 

hundreds of artefacts, memorabilia, 

Things to do

16 17
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Boonah Arts 
Collective Inc

Our Artists! Our Community!

Boonah Arts Collective Inc
PO Box 57, Boonah Q 4310

artscollective@westnet.com.au

JOIN NOW!  
Whether you are a practising professional, 

an aspiring artist, or just enjoy being creative 
the Boonah Arts Collective is for you! 
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Boonah & District 
Cultural Centre

Boonah & District 
Cultural Centre
Movies, Live Performances and more...

Ph (07) 5463 1524   Email: bcccoordinator@boonah.qld.gov.au

Movies screening most 
Thursdays, Fridays & Saturdays. 

International and national 
performers. live music & more.
The Boonah & District Cultural Centre 

offers a wide range of conference 
and exhibition facilities all within the 

one state-of-the-art 
complex.
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Feathered Friends Trail:
Designed for birdlovers, this trail introduces the 

abundant and interesting birdlife of Boonah 
Shire. The map gives the best locations to see 

birds and likely species to be found.

Colourful Character Trail: 
Introduces you to the characters who shaped 
our history with the map showing the points of 

greatest interest.

Inspiration Trail:
Be inspired by the talented Boonah artists as 
well as  the majestic scenery which surrounds 
you. The brochure outlines the many things to 

see with a map to follow.

Serenity Trail:
If you are looking for some time out from your 

hectic life then this trail is for you. The map 
shows the special places of serene beauty that 

surround you when you visit this region.

Call at Boonah Visitor 
Information Centre to collect 

brochures on our Heritage Trails

photographs and newspapers to be viewed. Opening 

hours are Sun 9.30am – 1.30pm; Thurs 10am – noon; 

other times by appointment. Contact the Fassifern 

Historical Society on (07) 5463 1970.

Gliders & Ultralights
Experience a flight with a qualified instructor and take 

in some breathtaking scenery of the Scenic Rim from 

the air. The Boonah Airfield is approximately 3km 

from the town along the Boonah-Rathdowney Road.  

Flights are available weekends and public holidays 

with other days by prior arrangement.

Golf
Enjoy a round of golf at the Boonah Golf Club.  

Make an early start and you may find yourself a 

partner with one of the many kangaroos regularly 

found feeding on the fairway.

Birdwatching
Our region is particularly well endowed with birdlife. 

The Fassifern Field Naturalist Club has listed 

318 species of birds of which around 158 are 

commonly seen.

The birds are most active from dawn to mid 

morning so it is wise to overnight in the Shire to 

ensure you are in the best vantage points close 

to dawn, although many birds can still be seen 

throughout the day. Don’t forget to bring your 

binoculars and your field guide for identifying birds.

Live Music
Boonah is especially blessed when it comes to 

music. There are choirs, formal and informal music 

groups who perform regularly throughout the year.

A renowned classical pianist plays several times 

per week, information can be found on the Boonah 

Shire Tourism website www.boonahtourism.org.au 

or enquire at the Boonah Shire Visitor Information 

Centre.

Cultural Centre Boonah
Since its opening, the Cultural Centre has 

successfully featured many live shows. Details 

can be found on the Boonah Shire Tourism 

website www.boonahtourism.org.au which includes 

upcoming movies and special events.
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Donkey Farm Eselsburg 
Training, rescuing & rehoming of donkeys. 
Ph: (07) 5463 2643 or 0405 495 797
Email: heikemackbehle@hotmail.com

Hall of Frames  Custom framing, 
paintings, prints and interesting gift items. 
55 High St, Boonah Q 4310 Ph/Fax: 
(07) 5463 1366   Email: jsipp@eq.edu.au

Scenic Rim Aviation Boonah. Flights 
from $50. Open 7 days, bookings essential. 
Ph/Fax: (07) 5463 1933  
Email: scenicrimaviation@bigpond.com

21

The earliest recorded grave is 

that of Mrs Margaret Coulson 

who died in 1846 and was 

buried on her brother’s property, 

“Fassifern”.

Another example is the grave 

of baby Edith McMullen which 

is situated at Templin just off the 

main road near the water tower.  

She died, aged 6 weeks, in 

August 1886.

From the 1870’s cemeteries 

and churches were built in the 

area and many of these are worth 

a visit. Boonah Shire Council 

has a list of burials in the Shire 

but some details are missing as 

there are many lost graves and 

some cemetery record books are 

incomplete. Many genealogists 

have also recorded grave sites 

and published their records.

The earliest general cemetery 

near Boonah was the Teviotville 

Cemetery which opened in 

1886 – it was later renamed 

Coulson Cemetery.  The Boonah 

General Cemetery opened in 

1912, Harrisville in 1875, Kalbar 

in 1921, Maroon in 1895 and 

Milbong in 1888.

Historic Cemeteries
This area was first 

settled by Europeans in 

the 1840’s. In the early 

days when people died 

they were buried on

 their properties.

Aratula	L utheran		  1916 – 1945

Dugandan 	L utheran		  1901 –

Hoya	 Baptist		  1894 - ?

	L utheran		  1883 – 1964

Kalbar	 Baptist		  1885 – 1919

	 Catholic		  1888 –

	L utheran St Mark’s		  1883 - ?

	L utheran St John’s		  1890 –

	 Methodist		  1898 – 1950

	 Salvation Army		  1890 – 1901

Milbong	L utheran		  1886 –

Mt Alford	A nglican		  1946 – 1981

Church Cemeteries are located at:

Boonah Shire Visitor 
Information Centre has a full 
list of cemeteries. For further 
information refer to
C. K. Pfeffer “The Fassifern 
Story” 1991 p. 345, or to 
genealogical societies, their 
websites and publications.

21

Historic cemeteries
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National Parks

A landscape of rugged escarpments, hidden passes and spectacular peaks towering 

over valleys and plains entice the interest of travellers and local residents to the Scenic 

Rim - a semi-circle of mountains about 110km south west of Brisbane. The seemingly 

impassable ranges and imposing peaks remain mostly in their natural state. The area 

has something for everyone: it might be a 10 minute breather from a long drive, a 

leisurely walk, a challenging hiking experience or a day or two camping in the bush. 

Main Range National Park
Cunningham’s Gap lies between 

the landmark peaks of Mt 

Cordeaux in the north and Mt 

Mitchell in the south on the 

Cunningham Hwy between 

Boonah and Warwick. The Crest 

Car Park at the top of the range, 

where there are toilet facilities, is 

the starting point of eight walks. 

The popular Fassifern Lookout 

Track (500m) has been improved 

and provides an opportunity 

to experience the park’s World 

Heritage values including its 

magnificent rainforest and 

spectacular views across the 

Fassifern Valley.  On the south 

side of the highway is the Mt 

Mitchell track offering spectacular 

360 degree views. A large picnic 

area is situated a short distance 

further along the highway with 

toilet and picnic facilities. Spicer’s 

Gap is accessed by turning 

south off the highway 5km west 

of Aratula. The camping area has 

toilets and picnic tables.  Walk 

or drive on a little to the Pioneer 

picnic area and graves, Moss’s 

Well or the last carpark close to 

the Governor’s Chair lookout. 

The 1.6km heritage trail to the 

west across the range reveals 

the features of an historic through 

road built for teams and drays in 

the early 1860’s. Queen Mary 

Falls has long been a popular day-

visit destination for its interesting 

forest and wildlife.   Where Spring 

Creek flows over a basalt ledge it 

forms a 40m perennial waterfall. 

The picnic area has tables, 

shelter shed, toilets and wood 

barbecues with firewood. The 

Cliff Walk (400m) leads to the 

top of the falls. The Queen Mary 

Falls Circuit (2km – 40mins) is a 

leisurely stroll revealing changes 

in vegetation from the open forest 

to rainforest.
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NATIONAL        PARK   S

There are three main National 
Parks in the area -  

Moogerah Peaks National 
Park; World Heritage-listed 
Main Range National Park; 
and Mount Barney National 
Park. Queensland Parks and 
Wildlife Service protects and 
presents these areas to you 

with pride.

Moogerah Peaks 
National Park
Four in a series of craggy volcanic 

peaks rise above the scenic 

Fassifern Valley. These are Mt 

Moon, Mt Greville, Mt Edwards 

and Mt French. Mt French, a world 

renowned rock climbing area,  

is 9km west of the signposted 

turnoff just south of Boonah. There 

are two short tracks to lookouts 

with spectacular views over the 

Fassifern Valley, both are suitable 

for strollers with North Cliff track 

suitable for wheelchairs. There 

are picnic facilities with toilets and 

also a camping area. Enjoy the 

wildflowers in spring and summer 

or go birdwatching or spotlighting. 

Mt Edwards, situated on the 

northern end of Lake Moogerah, 

has excellent picnic facilities beside 

the lake with toilets, shelter sheds 

and barbecues. Mt Edwards track 

(6km – 3 hrs) starts by crossing 

the Moogerah Dam wall then 

climbing 1.1km up steep steps 

and along a rough trail to the 

Gorge Lookout. You have 

spectacular views over Reynolds 

Creek and the lake. At the top 

of Mt Edwards there are 360 

degree views over the Fassifern 

Valley and to the Scenic Rim.

n at i o n a l  Pa r k s
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Mount Barney National Park
The park can be accessed off 

the Boonah-Rathdowney Road 

or Mt Lindesay Highway. There 

are various camping grounds 

within the park and for further 

information contact QPWS. The 

climb to Mt Barney summit is for 

experienced walkers only and 

takes a minimum of 8 hours. 

Picnic at Yellow Pinch where 

there are tables, barbecues, 

toilets and a QPWS information 

display. Cronan Creek track is 

a pleasant walk along the fire 

trail, past the base of South 

Ridge into cool green rainforest. 

The very popular Lower Portals 

Track leads from the carpark and 

passes through open forest with 

grasstrees and casuarinas. It 

has moderate to steep gradients 

and leads to the Lower Portals, 

a beautiful pool along a gorge 

on Mt Barney Creek. The Upper 

Portals Track leads from the 

Cleared Ridge carpark which is 

accessed from Burnett Creek Rd 

at Maroon. It leads to the Upper 

Portals on Mt Barney Creek and 

has some steep gradients.

n at i o n a l  Pa r k s

For further information 
please refer to QPWS 

walking track guides or 
relevant bushwalking 

books.
This information has been 

supplied with the kind  
permission of Queensland   

and Wildlife Service.
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Barney Creek Vineyard Cottages 
www.barneycreekcottages.com 
info@barneycreekcottages.com
Ph/fax: 07 5544 3285

Tuckeroo Cottages & Gardens 
www.tuckeroocottages.com.au 
barneys_backyard@bigpond.com  
Ph: 07 5463 6263

Thistledown Cottage 
www.thistledowncottage.net.au 
info@thistledowncottage.net.au 
Ph/Fax: 07 5544 3232

Discover
Mt Barney
Surrounded by the majestic and widely recognisable mountains of the McPherson Ranges is 
an unspoilt and undiscovered area that begs to be explored. To really absorb the quiet serenity, 
sweeping views and activities on offer, you really do need to put aside a couple of days or more, 
to encapsulate the vast region of the World Heritage-listed Mount Barney National Park.

Mt Barney Lodge Country Retreat 
www.mtbarneylodge.com.au 

mtbarneylodge@bigpond.com 

Ph/fax: 07 5544 3233

Lillydale Hostfarm

www.lillydale.com.au

lillydalehostfarm@bigpond.com.au

Ph/fax: 07 5544 3131

There are a number of walks in the 
Mt Barney National Park to explore, 
both tracked and untracked for all 
ability levels. In winter, the peaks 
and ridges of the craggy mountains 
beckon, while in summer the 
shaded cool of the freshwater 
creeks and welcoming swimming 
holes is as far as you should need 
to venture.

You can choose to stay at a number 
of venues, each with inspiring 
mountain views and equally inspiring 
and unique services on offer.	

n �Stay in a lakeside bungalow 
surrounded by productive 
vineyards and sample the wine 
selection at the source.

n �Be challenged by adventure 
activities at an eco certified 
lodge.  You can choose to camp 
or stay in a cabin or Queenslander 
homestead.  Larger groups, 

weddings and functions are a 
speciality.

n �Stay on a AAA 4½ star rated 
working cattle farm with 4th 
and 5th generation farmers and 
participate in some of the farm 
activities.

n �A Scottish-themed cottage with 
its “old world charm” may be 
more to your liking.

n �Experience a tranquil and 
uncrowded destination staying 
in cottages especially designed 
for couples.  Enjoy leisurely walks 
along private bush tracks.

n �Be tempted by silver service 
dinners, home-style meals and 
country cuisine, DIY wood-fired 
pizzas or camp oven cooking. 

With so much available there is 
every reason to come and Discover 
Mt Barney.
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Rathdowney & Mt  Barney reGion

Set at the base of the 

Scenic Rim, surrounded by 

magnificent peaks and rugged 

mountains, Rathdowney is a 

spectacular gateway to World-

Heritage-listed Mt Barney National 

Park, the Lions Road tourist 

drive, wilderness adventures, 

camping, bushwalking and bird- 

watching.

Rathdowney was first explored 

by Captain Patrick Logan in 

1828 and opened for settlement 

in 1842. Rich in history, the once 

thriving dairy and timber milling 

town of  Rathdowney grew with 

the arrival of the tramway in 1911 

to cart timber and cream. 

 In April, Rathdowney hosts 

the Annual Heritage Festival 

which draws thousands of 

visitors to this charming country 

town. The Rathdowney Heritage 

Festival is a celebration of timber, 

dairy and pioneering heritage of 

the Rathdowney region.  

Stop at the Rathdowney 

Visitor Information Centre to 

uncover a wealth of historical 

information about the region, or 

find out about bushwalking trails 

into the mountains. The friendly 

staff can also help you find local 

accommodation and attractions. 

Rathdowney Town
With a population of around 350 the township 

boasts a police station, Voluntary Fire Brigade 
and Voluntary Ambulance Service.

Many caravan clubs make regular visits to the 
Rathdowney & District Memorial Grounds. The 
grounds were established in the late 1940’s as a 
memorial to those who lost their lives in the World 
Wars. The Rathdowney Hotel, originally built by the 
Stretton family in 1911, is a popular meeting place for 
locals and visitors alike. Call in, have a meal and find 
out about their Social Fishing Club. The Rathdowney 
Newsagency keeps you in touch with the outside 
world, serves take-away foods and has a good range 
of supplies in store.

Rathdowney & Mt  Barney reGion
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History buffs will enjoy a visit 

to Barney View Uniting 

Church and Cemetery in Mt 

Barney Road, Barney View. The 

church was opened in 1908 

as the Thulimbah Methodist 

Church. This area was renamed 

Mt Barney in 1916 because of 

the confusion with Thulimbah 

near Stanthorpe.  The Uniting 

Church also has a place of 

worship situated along Running 

Creek Road, Rathdowney.

St David’s Anglican Church 

and St Joseph’s Catholic Church 

is situated on Mt Lindesay 

Highway, Rathdowney. Both 

places of worship were opened 

in 1929. St James Catholic 

Church and Cemetery is situated 

at Palen Creek.

A Lutheran church monument 

remains in Abode Park which 

was named after Pastor Armin 

Bode. The church was built in 

1910 and closed in 1966. 

Rathdowney Heritage Festival

Sunday April 1, 2007
www.rathdowney.org.au 5544 1222

Rathdowney Information Centre and 
Historical Museum

Mt Lindesay Highway Rathdowney
www.rathdowney.org.au 5544 1222

T o w n

Rathdowney 

	1	 Rathdowney News

	2	 Rathdowney Hotel-Motel

	3	 Rathdowney Memorial Grounds

Rathdowney Heritage Festival

Sunday April 1, 2007
www.rathdowney.org.au 5544 1222

Rathdowney Information Centre and 
Historical Museum

Mt Lindesay Highway Rathdowney
www.rathdowney.org.au 5544 1222
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Rathdowney & Mt  Barney reGion
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t h e  f a l l s  d r i v e

The first section takes 

you past mainly dairy 

farms with a backdrop of 

mountains.  As the road starts 

to wind up to the top of the 

range you will come to Teviot 

Falls Lookout.  It is well worth 

stopping for the spectacular 

view back towards Boonah. 

Interestingly one of Australia’s 

longest river systems has its 

origins in these mountains. 

The Condamine River starts 

in the area known as The 

Head before winding its way 

through western Queensland, 

into the Murray-Darling River 

and finally reaching the sea at 

Goolwa in South Australia.

Take a breather at Carr’s 

Lookout to enjoy the  spectacular 

mountain view and look at the 

plaque naming all the mountains. 

The drive continues through 

rainforest to Queen Mary Falls 

National Park. Daggs and 

Browns Falls can be visited on 

the way to Killarney.

There are many alternative 

ways home. You can follow 

the road into Killarney then 

proceed either to Warwick 

or via Yangan onto the 

Cunningham Highway. For 

4WD enthusiasts there is the 

drive up Condamine Gorge, 

then onto White Swamp Road 

and back via Burnett Creek.  

You can take the road which 

skirts Woodenbong, passing 

through rainforest and joining 

the Mt Lindesay Highway to 

either Kyogle or Rathdowney.  

Whichever route you choose, 

an enjoyable day out is 

assured.

The Falls Drive
Commencing on Boonah-Rathdowney Road, 15km 

from Boonah, this drive is well signposted and easy 

to follow. Although it is fully sealed there are some 

narrow, steep sections so it is designated unsuitable 

for buses, trucks and caravans. 

The Head and Queen 
Mary Falls 
Whether you are looking for a 

day trip or want to spend a few 

days relaxing you will really enjoy 

this region. 

Queen Mary Falls National 

Park is a popular destination 

with excellent picnic facilities or 

perhaps you would prefer to eat 

at one of the local cafés which 

are open for breakfast, lunch or 

dinner depending on the day. 

The King Parrots and Crimson 

Rosellas can be fed at the kiosk 

and you are sure to see many 

different birds and native animals 

if you look carefully. Don’t forget to 

bring your camera and binoculars.   

For the 4WD enthusiasts why not 

explore the Condamine Gorge with 

its 14 river crossings.

This is an ideal base from 

which to explore the area and its 

national parks with birdwatching, 

bushwalking and scenic country 

drives. Why not come and stay for 

a few days, escape from the busy 

world and relax and rejuvenate 

yourself? There is a wide range 

of accommodation from camping 

to bed & breakfasts and self 

contained cottages.
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The Scenic Rim offers a variety of 

accommodation to suit all budgets and 

tastes, from cosy B&Bs to motels, or luxury 

resorts to camping and caravan parks.

Accommodation

B o o n a h  M o t e l  HHHI

‘Getaway Retreat’

Situated next to Bicentennial Park 
at the roundabout, the Boonah 
Motel offers air conditioned and 
heated units with TV, Video/DVD 

players, microwave, pool and 
barbecue facilities, all within 
walking distance of the town 
centre and the showground.

1 Mount Carmel Road, Boonah Qld  4310
Phone  (07) 5463 1944  Fax  (07) 5463 4332

Email  boonahmotel@bigpond.com   Web www.boonahmotel.com

Accommodation

32 33
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C O F F E E  I  C O C K T A I L S  I  L U N C H  I  D I N N E R

Dine in casual elegance and savour our sweeping valley views.

PHONE (07) 5463 4738
3908 Boonah-Ipswich Rd, Boonah Q 4310   Email: info@boonahvalleymotel.com.au

www.boonahva l l eymote l . com.au

Open from 10am Wednesday to Sunday
Coffee and Cakes, A La Carté and Light Lunches, Fireside Dinners

t h e

Boonah Valley 
m o t e l 

Ipswich-Boonah Road, Boonah
Ph (07) 5463 4738

info@boonahvalleymotel.com.au  www.boonahvalleymotel.com.au

• 1st class accommodation and 
restaurant

• individually designed rooms with 
views, space and privacy

• honeymoon suite

• class artwork in rooms and 
restaurant

• modern design restaurant suitable 
for 1 to 100 - 

perfect function venue

• fully stocked wine bar

• situated on acreage on edge of 
Boonah

HHHH

VUE 
RESTAURANT

3534
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Accommodation
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ACCOMMODATION          

Heart of the Fassifern Valley
Our conference facility and country retreat can offer you:
• Comfortable Accommodation • Modern Conference Facilities 
• Information Technology Training Facility 
• Friendly Attentive and Qualified Staff • Time to Reflect 
• Views of the Scenic Rim • Adventure Activities 
• Group and Coach Bookings

Ph: Roxanne Sly at The Outlook, Boonah (07) 5463 1900  
Fax: (07) 5463 1185 

T h e  o u t lo o k
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Accommodation

Commercial hotel Outside Back Cover

Lake Maroon Holiday Park: Ideal getaway 
for family or group bookings. 535 Burnett Creek 
Rd, Maroon Q 4310 Ph/Fax: (07) 5463 6256  
Email: lake.maroon@optusnet.com.au

lake moogerah caravan park Page 40

ACCOMMODATION          

For all the 
latest information, visit

www.boonahtourism.org.au
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real seclusion
really close by

IN  THE  HEART OF  THE SCENIC  R IM
In the heart of the Scenic Rim

Phone (07) 5463 5600  

2225 Lake Moogerah Road  

Moogerah Q 4309   

www.zengarra.com

what’s on
Visit our website to preview 
regular events and activities 

open to non-residents. 

Understated luxury bounded by almost deserted country creates 

an atmosphere of tranquillity. Set in 75 acres amongst dramatic 

mountain landscapes, relish your privacy or enjoy the nearby country 

wineries, restaurants and adventure destinations. Offering bed and 

breakfast style accommodation for a perfect weekend escape, Zengarra 

can also cater for your next function or an intimate romantic wedding.

•  music pavilion with 	
	 superb grand piano 
•  	fresh homemade food
•  beautifully appointed 	
	 separate suites with private 	
	 bathrooms 
•  bushwalking on property or 	
	 neighboring National Park
•  large solar heated 		
	 swimming pool
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pamper yourself

Hair Shine Hair Fashions: Ladies’ & 
men’s. Mon to Fri 8.30am-5pm, Sat 8.30am-12 
noon. After hours by appointment. 16a High St, 
Boonah Q 4310 Ph/Fax: (07) 5463 1917

Ochre Essence of Earth Natural skin 
care, make-up, gifts. Thurs & Fri 10am - 4.30pm, 
Sat 9am - 2pm. Sun by appt. Shop 3/62 High St, 
Boonah Q 4310 Mobile: 0433 808 240

41

Pamper Yourself
While  you’re on holiday give yourself 
a treat and rejuvenate your mind and 
body. The Scenic Rim is the ideal place to 
relax and refresh.
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fishing

The species which are available in these dams are 

Golden Perch, Australian Bass, Silver Perch, Mary 

River cod, cat fish and eels.

Lake Maroon, situated about 20 minutes south of 

Boonah, is a relatively small dam which can be fished 

from the bank or by boat depending on the water 

levels and weed growth. Maroon is renowned for its 

Bass sportfishing fishing with catches in excess of 50 

fish caught and released in a day.

Lake Moogerah is about the same distance to the 

west of Boonah. In its heyday it was widely written 

about for its trophy size Bass, Golden Perch and Mary 

River cod. This dam is easily fished from a boat or the 

shore while the water levels are low and still produces 

trophy fish of all species.

Recommended baits for these lakes are worms, 

live shrimps, crayfish, grubs or meat. As far as lures 

go, Jackall lures (TN60) will catch you most species in 

both dams. Spinnerbaits, soft plastics, surface lures 

and bibbed minnows all work at times.

Written by local resident, Harry Watson. Catch him on 

Channel 10’s Australian Fishing Championships

Fishing at 
Lake Maroon & 
Lake Moogerah

The Boonah Shire has two 

great fishing impoundments 

for local and tourists to 

explore and fish.

CARING MASSAGE
* Living Essential Oils

* Align Joints and Spine

* Correct Muscles and Tendons

* Balance Emotions/Stress

* Come Alive - Call Les

07 5463 7050
mob: 0408 499 240

89 George Street KALBAR
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Please note that this map is supplied as a guide only.
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