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"Women have made enormous contributions in this country—in fact, this marvelous
nation would never have come into being without them. Women were vital to the
development of all areas of life, from home to industry to arts and literature. Yet those
contributions have not been an integral part of our history. It is time to bring women's
history out of the shadows, into the light of day, for all our citizens to see."

—Congresswoman Louise Slaughter (NY)
Chair, Women's Progress Commemorative Commission
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WOMEN’S HISTORY SITES:  
THE OTHER HALF OF THE
AMERICAN STORY

History sites provide physical
reminders of the past that
are powerful interpretive

tools. Yet documented preserved
women’s history sites are few and far
between in America.  Of the 73,000 or
more sites listed on the National
Register of Historic Places, 15% are
associated with significant persons
and experts estimate that of these,
only about 4% are women’s history
sites. 

Even where the stories of
women’s accomplishments are told,
they are frequently portrayed from a 

narrow perspective.  For example,
some sites include women only as
they were mothers, wives, or
daughters of great men, such as
Abigail Adams. Others acknowledge
women only if they were heroines
whose accomplishments are widely
recognized, such as Clara Barton or
Eleanor Roosevelt.    

There is growing awareness
among historians that women have
played vital roles in every aspect of
public and private life in America.  As
Eric Foner, Professor of History at
Columbia University and a former
President of the Organization of
American Historians points out,
“Women’s history has forced
historians not simply to compensate
for previous neglect of one-half of the
population, but to rethink some of
their basic premises.”     

Rethinking the role of
women at existing sites is especially
important since many places were
established at a time when men’s
accomplishments defined what was
significant in American history.
History at the end of the twentieth
century included great men and great
events, but the picture of women in
everyday life has transformed history.
Preservationists and historians are
beginning to recognize and embrace
the varieties of significance that
created our cherished heritage.

The Women’s Progress
Commemorative Commission
applauds this new recognition of
women’s contributions to our society.
The Commission believes that the
whole landscape changes when
women are included.  Girls and boys
learn how democracy evolved when

they visit sites that tell the story of the
intersection of public and private life.
Our children can gain the inspiration
that moves them to active citizenship
when they see that men and women
have always worked side-by-side to
create our nation.

The work of this Commission
is not to force women’s history into
current interpretive programs.
Rather, our goal is to ensure that
women who participated in creating
our nation are given their voice.  Our
objective is to add to the growing
body of public recognition that a more
accurate and comprehensive view of
women is essential.  Only then can
we, as Americans, tell the truth about
ourselves to our children and our
children’s children.     



"I am reminded of all the young people in  Connecticut and in the country who need strong
positive female role models and  that's what we should give them -a living heritage they
can see, touch, and  know. There are many sites both in Connecticut and throughout the
country  that need to be preserved - not just for women and girls but for everyone."  

—Senator Chris Dodd
Introducing the Women's Progress Commemorative Commission Act

July 10, 1998
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PUBLIC LAW 105-341:  
CREATING THE WOMEN’S
PROGRESS
COMMEMORATIVE
COMMISSION

Public Law 105-341 (October 31,
1998), the Women’s Progress
Commemoration Act,

establishes the Women’s Progress
Commemorative Commission (the
Commission) “for the important task
of ensuring the historic preservation
of sites that have been instrumental in
American women’s history, creating a
living legacy for generations to come.”
The law further directs the
Commission to identify sites of
historical significance to the women’s
movement.  

Sponsored by
Congresswoman Louise Slaughter
(NY) and Senator Chris Dodd (CN),
the bill was passed shortly after the
150th anniversary of the first
Women’s Rights Convention held in
Seneca Falls, NY.  Today, the Women’s
Rights National Historical Park, built
on the same site, commemorates the
work of the women and men who, on
a broiling hot day in July 1848, created
the Declaration of Sentiments.  This
companion to the Declaration of
Independence envisioned equality for
all Americans, including women.  By
preserving this site, one can revisit the
actual venue to gain insights and
inspiration from our democratic
heritage.

The Commissioners held
their first meeting at Seneca Falls.
They invited historians and other
experts to testify about generic and
site-specific needs and generally

available resources.  They also asked
for recommendations that would be
appropriate for the Commission to
consider.

Among the intriguing ideas
presented to the Commission are
those included in the Women’s Rights
History Trail Feasibility Study
conducted by the National Park
Service.  The study outlines three
alternatives and includes an overview
of the expected visitor orientation and
experience, the required
administrative structure, the roles that
various entities would play in
managing the project, and the
suggested site types.  The study
focuses on creating a field guide to
women’s sites, an auto route and
partnership networks. It served this
Commission as a useful tool in our
deliberations.   

The recommendations
offered in this report are based on the

suggestions the Commission received
in open meetings by letter, and
through the surveys we conducted.
We urge the adoption of our
recommendations by both the public
and private entities who can
document, interpret, preserve and
protect the sites where American
women made history.  This
Commission has benefited from the
inspiration gained by visiting such
sites.  We saw for ourselves how
women created a better life for their
families, their communities, and their
country. We believe that the stories of
women’s achievements should be
seen as well as heard in recognition of
the fact that women as well as men
contributed to the early and
continuing development of our
nation.
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR
NATIONAL ACTION

We Recommend:
Create and maintain a national
database of women’s history sites

Background
Commission members agreed that
they would document sites where
women made important contributions
to American life.  They agreed that the
sites shoud reflect the diversity of our
population.  However, the
Commission needed to define the
appropriate themes and parameters of
the term, “historically significant
women’s sites.”  They also needed to
understand the existing processes in
place to qualify, document, interpret,
register and preserve historic sites.
Finally, they sought to collect
information on sites currently
managed by the National Park Service
and private organizations, sites of
historic significance that have
heretofore been unrecognized, and
existing sites endangered by neglect,
destruction and decay.

Findings
The most obvious questions relating
to the number of sites at issue proved
to be among one of the more
challenging problems.  Despite
extensive surveys of the literature
relating to historic sites in the United
States, the Commissioners could not
find a comprehensive list of women’s
sites that are designated on the
National or State Registers of Historic
Places. They found even fewer lists of
sites generated by local communities.
The experts who testified confirmed
that such lists did not exist.  The
construction of a master list became
the Commission’s first priority.

Several sources provide
documentation about women’s
history sites. Organizations like the
Association of Junior Leagues
International, Inc. and the General
Federation of Women’s Clubs as well
as individual properties like the
Sewell Belmont House (Washington,
D.C.), Hull House (Chicago, IL), and
Paulsdale (Mt. Laurel, NJ) maintain
information about their historic
significance as women’s history sites.
Additionally, information is readily
available in the National Register of

Historic Places if the name or address
of the specific property is known.
However, the information is not
aggregated so, while there is available
information about women’s history
sites, it is difficult to access.  

In order to review the sites,
the Commissioners voted to create
their own list.  They sent letters to
each state governor requesting
information about the women’s
history sites in his/her state that are
listed on the National or State
Registers of Historic Places as well as
the sites listed as National Historic
Landmarks.   The Commissioners
invited each governor to alert the
Commission about those sites
threatened with decay or destruction.
Finally, they requested information
about the State’s required or
suggested elementary and secondary
school curricula dealing with
American women’s history.  A copy of
the letter was also sent to the State
Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO)
in each state.  Follow-up letters were
mailed to the SHPO’s in January, 2001
encouraging them to respond quickly.

Gathering the requested
information became a major project

for the Commissioners.  By the end of
February, only half the states had
responded and, of those, some had
provided no information.  The
Commissioners divided the non-
responding states and called each
state officer to encourage them to
provide at least the list of registered
sites.

All 50 states and the
Northern Mariana Islands responded.
A few states claimed no women’s sites
of significance.  This finding supports
the Commissioners’ view that a
broadly based public awareness
campaign will be necessary to achieve
the mission stated in our authorizing
legislation, that is to “advance the
important task of ensuring the historic
preservation of sites that have become
instrumental in American women’s
history, creating a living legacy for
generations to come.” 

Recommendations 
Given the difficulty of gathering the
information, the Commission decided
to create a data base that includes all
known women’s history sites that are
registered or have been nominated on
either the National or State Registers
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of Historic Places.  The database is
organized and searchable on the
following parameters:
• State
• Person(s) commemorated or

interpreted
• Site address
• Submitting contact person
• Area of significance or major

themes i.e., women’s
rights/political, social/cultural,
education and
economic/professional

• Designation i.e., national or state
register, pending application,
national historic landmark,

• Submitting organization. 

The Commission recommends that:

The National Park Service post this data
base and maintain it by adding new
sites as they are registered on the
National or State Register of Historic
Places.  

The National Park Service develop a
process to receive women’s history site
information for inclusion in the existing
database. In addition, if the

interpretation of women’s
contributions is added to a site that is
not usually considered a woman’s
site, this site should then be added to
the database. For example, the
National Trust for Historic
Preservation’s Save America’s Treasures
program is attempting to restore the
cottage where Martha Washington
spent the winter at Valley Forge.  This
restoration would qualify Valley
Forge for a women’s history site
designation.

The Commission recognizes
that the database is only the
foundation for what could become a
rich source of information.  Therefore,
they encourage the National Park
Service to allocate the necessary
resources to post this database in an
accessible, attractive, illustrated
format.

N.B.  Some Commissioners
believed that the recommendations to
create and maintain a women’s
history sites database could be
merged with the following
recommendation to create a data flag.
(See Appendix 1, Database v. Data flag:
A Dissenting View)

We Recommend:
Create a data field on the National
and State Registers of Historic
Places that identifies women’s
history sites

Background
Authorized under the National
Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the
National Register of Historic Places
(the National Register) is part of a
national program to coordinate and
support public and private efforts to
identify, evaluate, and protect our
historic and archeological resources.
The National Register is an
authoritative guide to be used by
Federal, State, and local governments,
private groups and citizens to identify
the Nation’s cultural resources and to
indicate what properties should be
considered for protection from
destruction or impairment. 

The National Register is
administered by the National Park
Service, a unit of the United States
Department of the Interior.  In effect, it
is the Nation’s official list of cultural
resources worthy of preservation.  

Findings
While the National Register does
include sites where women made
significant contributions to American
life, these sites are difficult to identify
because the National Register does
not include women as an area of
significance on the registration
application.  Following the national
lead, State Historic Preservation
Offices do not include women as a
separate area or theme, either.

There are several methods in
which women’s sites may be located
among the 73,000 listings on the
National Register.  The simplest
method is to search the National
Register Information System (NRIS), a
computerized index to the listings, to
look for a woman’s name in the title of
the site.  The NRIS contains about 45
data elements that can be queried
individually or in a variety of
combinations to find listings
associated with women.  However,
the queries are not easy or obvious.
For example, researchers looking for
women’s sites in a geographical area
are forced to search first by theme or,
alternately, by the name of the woman
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they seek.  As of June 6, 2001, the
NRIS showed 9,820 listings associated
with significant persons or about 15%
of the total listings.  About 360 (under
4%) of these were women.

According to Carol D. Shull,
Keeper of the National Register of
Historic Places, in her report, Placing
Women in the Past, (Cultural Resource
Management, Volume 20, No. 3, 1997),
“Researchers may miss places which
do not have an individual in the name
unless they read each nomination.”
She continues that, “in hindsight, I
wish we had a data field to flag
listings that are relevant for women’s
history.”  

Recommendations
The Commission agrees with Ms.
Shull’s reconsideration. As Ms. Shull
suggests, searching for sites affiliated
with women is a complex and
cumbersome process.  

The Commission recommends:

The National Register include a process to
identify women’s history site information
for inclusion on the National and State
Registers of Historic Places. 

At the very minimum, a data field should
be a part of the official application form 
The data field and searchable code
should be user-friendly and easily
accessible by the public and should
signify that the registered site is either
primarily a woman’s history site or a
site where contributions of women are
significant so that those wishing to
pull out all women’s sites, as we did,
will have no trouble doing that in the
future.

SHPOs or private individuals who
nominate sites for listing on State and/or
National registers should include a flag
when the site is affiliated with women.
SHPOs should also amend previously
registered listings when the site adds
information about women to their
interpretive materials.

The Commission believes
that this indicator will be a valuable
tool.  Furthermore, the Commission
encourages the National Park Service
to allocate the necessary resources to
update these data bases in as timely a
manner as possible.

We Recommend:
Support a public-private
partnership network to provide
technical assistance for preservation
and interpretation of women’s
historic sites

Background
Title IV, Section 401 of the National
Historic Preservation Act of 1966
(NHPA) directs the Department of the
Interior to establish a National Center
for Preservation Technology and
Training.  This Center, located at
Northwestern State University of
Louisiana in Nachitoches, LA,
provides a variety of services for
Federal, State and local resource
preservation professionals, cultural
resource managers, and others
working in the preservation field.  The
Act does not specifically direct the
Center to provide outreach to people
working in the women’s history sites
field.  

The Preservation Act also
establishes a Preservation Technology
and Training Board to provide
leadership, policy advice, and
professional oversight to the Center.  It
advises the Secretary of the Interior on

priorities and the allocation of grants
to eligible applicants with a
demonstrated institutional capability
and commitment to the purposes of
the Center. 

From 1994 – 2000, the value
of Preservation Technology Training
grants totaled over $4-million in
support of over 150 projects.  None of
them specifically supported a
women’s history project.  

Historic preservation is not
limited to the Department of the
Interior.  Under Section 110 of the Act,
amended in 1980, and Section 106,
amended in 1992, the head of each
Federal agency must assume
responsibility for the preservation of
historic properties owned or
controlled by the agency.  Each
Agency is directed to establish and
maintain an historic preservation
program that is coordinated by a
qualified Preservation Officer.  While
the historic preservation program
must be fully integrated into both the
general and specific operating
procedures of the agency, which
include equal opportunities for
women, no mention is made of
preserving women’s history sites.
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Findings
Despite significant support for historic
preservation at the Federal level, the
Commission found no existing
directive to provide technical
assistance to women’s history sites.  In
effect, there is little attention paid to
these properties by Federal Agencies.

There are several
organizations that may be willing to
partner with the Federal government
to develop substantive programs to
assist community preservationists
working on specific women’s history
sites. The Commission heard
testimony from some of them like the
National Collaborative for Women’s
History Sites, the National Trust for
Historic Preservation, and the
National Women’s History Project,
each of whom has ongoing interests
and resident expertise in developing,
documenting and preserving
women’s history sites.  However they,
like so many others who testified
before this Commission, told us that
they frequently lack the resources or
the technical capacity to accomplish
preservation goals.  

Agencies may enlist the aid
of these and other private
organizations and preservation
experts to provide community
preservationists with this technical
assistance. Agencies may provide
these private organizations and
individuals with grants for this work
out of their existing budgets when it
proves cost-effective.

Another issue for site
managers is the lack of on-site
assistance from preservation experts.
Several site managers have expressed
the need for technical assistance where
the problems can be directly observed
rather than abstractly described.

Recommendations
The Commission encourages the
formation of public-private
partnerships between Federal
agencies, including the National
Center for Preservation Technology
and Training and the National Park
Service, and non-profit private sector
organizations with a mission that
incorporates identification and
preservation of women’s history sties. 

The Commission recommends:

Ask the Secretary of the Interior to issue
guidance specifically directing Federal
Agencies to interpret and document the
contributions of women at registered
historic sites under their control.

Federal Agencies should incorporate into
existing programs an outreach effort such
as circuit riders to assist property
owners in undertaking the research,
documentation, evaluation, needs
assessment, preservation, and general
good stewardship that their
properties require. Such an initiative
should be made a priority and
budgets should be reallocated to so
indicate that priority.

*  *  *  *  *

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR
STATEWIDE ACTION

We Recommend:
Establish an incentive program for
State Historic Preservation Offices
to encourage them to identify and
preserve women’s history sites

Background
State Historic Preservation Offices are
funded, in part, by annual grants from
the Department of Interior under the
National Historic Preservation Act of
1966 (16USC470).  These grants total
in excess of $1-billion since 1968 when
the first grant funds were awarded.
Out of the 2001 appropriation of
$46.6-million, the average State
allocation is about $788,000, which is
typically matched by another $550,000
in non-federal matching share
contributions.  Each state is required
to allocate ten percent of their federal
grant to local governments.

The Secretary of the Interior
determines the amounts
appropriated to the States for
programs and projects.   She also
establishes the guidelines for the use
and distribution of the funds to insure
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that no local government receives a
disproportionate share of the
available funds.   Projects eligible for
funding and the criteria used to select
them are developed annually by the
State not the National Park Service.

Findings
Each State has at least one Historic
Preservation Officer.  However,
based on our experience in working
with them, these officers change
frequently.  Therefore, establishing
program continuity may be a hidden
problem.

Commitment to women’s
history sites ranges from minimal to
major.  States in which there is a
Federal incentive are aggressively
pursuing the documentation and
preservation of women’s sites.  For
example, Massachusetts and New
York SHPOs are working with the
National Park Service to enhance the
woman’s history trail created in 1998
to commemorate the first women’s
rights convention.  New Jersey is also
conducting what may be the first
comprehensive  study into the
identification of historic sites that
document women’s contributions in

all fields.  Iowa lists a great number of
historic markers although not as
many physical sites.  

Based on requests for
information from the Commission,
several states have initiated women’s
history sites explorations.  For
example, Virginia has requested
information about what other states
are doing to commemorate women’s
history.  This suggests that the
Commission’s work to raise
awareness and share information
about the importance of finding and
documenting women’s history sites is
already producing beneficial results in
the preservation field.  

Recommendations
The Federal influence over programs
at both the State and local levels
through annual grants is a given.

The Commission recommends that:

The Department of Interior create a
targeted initiative that provides SHPOs
with an additional percentage of
appropriations for the preservation of
women’s history sites from DOI’s existing
budget. The incentive should support

women’s history sites  and
supplement the state’s current activity
in this area.   States will match federal
funds with public and private dollars.
Projects might include developing a
regional women’s history trail, listing
a specific number of new sites or other
initiatives that expand the
documentation, interpretation or
preservation of women’s history sites.

In order to encourage DOI to
add these targeted initiatives,
clarifying language may be required
in the report language for the
Department of the Interior to
accomplish re-prioritizing or
providing incentives to preserve
women’s history sites.  The language
should  specify that the existing
budget, and not additional
appropriations, is to be used. 

We Recommend:
Create Statewide, Regional or
Community Women’s History Trails

Background
History trails or travel itineraries on
specific subjects or themes are popular
in the United States.  The National
Register’s Discover Our Shared Heritage

travel itinerary series invites tourists to
explore our country’s past through
visiting registered historic places.  The
series is part of the Department of
Interior’s role in realizing a strategy to
revitalize communities by promoting
public awareness of history and
encouraging tourists to visit heritage
places throughout the nation.

The Boston Heritage Trail is
an excellent example of a successful
history trail.  The Commission believes
that a network of such community
trails will ultimately create a national
women’s history trail.  

Findings
The National Park Service has
undertaken over twenty theme
studies to produce as many travel
itineraries or history trails.  One of
these, Women Made History Travel
Itinerary, www.cr.nps.gov/nr/
travel/pwwmh lists 74 sites in
Massachusetts and New York
associated with the varied aspects of
women’s history.  By following this
itinerary, the public can learn about
the accomplishments of many
American women who made
outstanding contributions to
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education, government, medicine, the
arts, commerce, women’s suffrage
and the early civil rights movement.  

States are following the
national lead.  The State of New Jersey
is creating a guide directed at tourists
entitled, New Jersey Women’s Heritage
Trail.   The President’s Commission on
the Celebration of Women in
American History produced a guide
called Women Who Made History:  A
Guide to Women’s History Sites in
Washington, D.C. It lists 14 sites in the
nation’s capital and is a helpful
companion to the National Register’s
Washington, DC Travel Itinerary that
lists only four women’s history sites
among the 92 it describes.

Recommendations
The depth and breadth of sites listed
for almost every state in the country
could be linked.

The Commission recommends that:

State Historic Preservation Offices create
a statewide women’s history trail linking
those sites that are already listed on the
National or State Registers of Historic
Places. Such a trail can be geographic
rather than theme-related.  This
would simplify the creative process
and encourage an early entry into the
History Trails business.  As new sites
are added, the trails can be divided or
revised according to themes.

Sites within a given region or community
may partner to publish joint promotional
materials. That, in effect, will create a
regional women’s history trail.  These
materials should be distributed to
local tourist information centers and
state tourism offices.

*  *  *  *  *

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR
LOCAL ACTION

We Recommend:
Encourage owners of women’s
history sites to document, highlight
and seek opportunities for
preservation and maintenance of
their property at time of sale.

Background
The activities around finding and
documenting historic properties are
extensive and appear to be increasing.
In the last year, states surveyed 9.3-
million acres for historic resources and
added 124,500 properties to their
inventories.  They submitted 1,402
nominations to the National Register,
provided 55,900 National Register
eligibility opinions to Federal
agencies, and undertook reviews of
3,208 Federal Historic Preservation
Tax Incentive applications.  Whether
or how many women’s sites are
included in this activity remains a
mystery.

The body of literature that is
growing around women’s sites
indicates that documentation work is
proceeding.  From Dr. Heather

Huyck’s Beyond John Wayne:  Using
Historic Sites to Interpret Women’s
History (Western Women, Their Land,
Their Lives, University of New Mexico
Press, 1988) and Page Putnam Miller’s
Reclaiming the Past: Landmarks of
Women’s History (Indiana University
Press, 1992) to Lynn Sheer and Jurate
Kazickas’ Susan B. Anthony Slept Here:
A Guide to American Women’s
Landmarks (Times Books, 1994), there
is an increasing interest in guides to
women’s history sites.

Findings
There are several concerns often
expressed regarding the “burden” of
owning a designated historic
property.  Owners fear that they will
lose control of their property or incur
additional maintenance costs.  In fact,
owners retain all their rights.  At the
same time, they may gain certain tax
benefits and incentives when their
properties are designated on the
National Register of Historic Places
and that designation is maintained.
(See Appendix 2, Effects of Listing
Under Federal Law).  Because of these
concerns, owners may allow their
properties to remain in private hands
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rather than become subject to
preservation laws or covenants.

Another concern revolves
around the monetary value of the
property, itself.  Owners frequently
have either little idea of the value to a
preservation organization or,
conversely, have an inflated idea of
the property value in the marketplace. 

Recommendations
The Commissioners recognize the
importance of mitigating concerns
about preservation through public
education.  

The Commission recommends that:

National and state preservation
organizations in both the public and
private sector should create joint
awareness campaigns to tell the stories
about women’s  history sites in local
communities. Whenever possible,
specific sites should be highlighted.

As part of the awareness
campaign, organizations should
promote the use of websites that
provide information for owners about
how to register their properties, how
to secure a preservation easement or
otherwise protect their property and
their property rights.  An excellent 

starting point is the National Register
of Historic Places website at
www.cr.nps.gov/nr/listing.htm.

We Recommend:
Include young people in women’s
history site activities

Background
Involving young people in women’s
history projects was recommended by
the President’s Commission on the
Celebration of Women in American
History.  This idea was echoed by
Deborah Brittain, President,
Association of Junior Leagues
International, Inc. and Gabrielle
Smith, Executive Director, General
Federation of Women’s Clubs in
testimony before the Commission.

Findings
Among the governors who responded
to the Commission’s survey, only two
referenced the inclusion of women’s
history studies in school curricula.
The National Women’s History
Project, the organization that
convinced Congress to authorize
National Women’s History Month,
told the Commission that with rare
exceptions, only a few women are
routinely included in elementary and
secondary school textbooks.

However, because of Women’s
History Month celebrations in March,
there is an increasing awareness of the
roles that women played in our
history.

Awareness may be created
through programs that excite and
encourage participation.  The Women
of the West Museum in Bolder, CO, is
an excellent example of creating
programs that are fun for children.
Children are rewarded with a History
Detective Badge if they search out and
document women’s history sites in
their local community.

Recommendations
The Commissioners agree that both
boys and girls will benefit from
exposure to women’s history sites.
An effective way to make history
come alive is to follow a history trail,
learn the stories, and, ultimately,
participate in preservation activities to
foster a deeper understanding of the
site’s significance.  

The Commission recommends that:

Clubs and organizations like the Chamber
of Commerce, Kiwanis, or National
Association of Women Business Owners
should partner with school groups and
youth groups like the Girl Scouts, Boy

Scouts, Girls Clubs and Boys Clubs to
research, document and preserve a local
woman’s history site during Women’s
History Month.  Always mindful of
inclusiveness, children may be
directed to sites where women voted
for the first time, created a school or
library, or started a business.

Families should be encouraged to create a
family history trail using the National
Endowment for the Humanities My
History is America’s History guide.
Upon completion of their history,
families should visit the sites with
their children.  

The Department of Education and the
National Park Service should be
encouraged to work with local school
districts to help them develop curricula
exercises tied to women’s history sites.
Excellent sources for curricula
development exist, notably the
National Women’s History Project
women’s history units and George
Washington University Research
Professor, Allida Black’s Eleanor
Roosevelt syllabus. 

Every member of Congress should include
a women’s history site quiz targeted to
children in their newsletters.
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MEETINGS OVERVIEW

July 12, 2000 
Seneca Falls, N.Y

The first meeting of the Commission
was held in Seneca Falls, NY, home of
Women’s Rights National Historical
Park and site of the first women’s
rights convention in 1848.
Congresswoman Louise Slaughter
(NY) was elected Chairperson and Dr.
Joan Hedrick was elected Vice-
Chairperson. 

The initial focus of the
meeting was to discuss the scope of the
Women’s Progress Commemoration
Commission’s mission as well as to set
goals for its outcome. The Commission
recognized the importance of sites that
commemorate the contributions of
women to American life.  They agreed
that the identification, interpretation,
and preservation of significant
women’s history sites provided
important contributions to a better
understanding of American
democracy.

Women have long been a
peripheral part of preservation in
general in the United States. All too

often, they have gone uncelebrated for
their work. As they have achieved
institutional security and greater
access to educational institutions,
commemorating their contributions
has increased but is still woefully
invisible.   Therefore, the Commission
agreed that it was necessary to raise
awareness of sites in addition to
preserving them.  

Commissioners discussed
the funding needs for research, the
availability of funds for new
exhibits, and the possibility of
providing scholarships for people
who wish to commemorate women
in history.  Commissioners
recognized the importance of
prioritizing existing historic sites
that are associated with women to
increase community participation in
preservation activities and public
awareness of the contributions of
women to American life. 

The Commission agreed to
conduct a survey of women’s history
sites. The Commission also agreed to
create a database that included a
comprehensive list of national historic
sites associated with women, and
explore the development of a

women’s history trail. They agreed to
explore closer partnerships between
public and private organizations,
including State Historic Preservation
Offices, as well as possible uses of
federal resources. 

December 5, 2000 
Santa Fe New Mexico

The meeting was held in conjunction
with the annual meeting of the
Cultural Resources 2000 Managing for
the Future Conference, hosted by the
National Park Service. Commissioners
attended a plenary session before
beginning their own public meeting.

Commissioners elected Beth
Newburger, Vice- Chairman to
replace Dr. Joan Hedrick who
resigned.  The Commissioners agreed
that the Commission would continue
to enlist the help of the Governors as
well as the State Historic Preservation
Officers to compile the list of
registered National and State Historic
sites that are associated with women.
They also suggested that they solicit
information from private
organizations in order to make the
database more comprehensive. 

Uses for the database were
discussed. It was suggested that a
large number of sites should be
documented in each region of the
country. Commissioners suggested
that the database could be used to
amass a “Top 10” list of historic places
associated with women, and could
also be used as a resource for enabling
further interpretation of sites that
already exist on the National Register
of Historic Places.  

Finally, the Commission
discussed possible recommendations
to the Secretary of Interior. The
Commission considered developing a
list of the most endangered sites that
could be released annually. For those
sites not yet on the Register, a marker
program was suggested as well as
working toward their inclusion on the
National Register of Historic Places. 

February 28, 2001
Washington, DC

This meeting began with a discussion
regarding the funding and staffing
questions that arose as a result of
Presidential transition activities and
the actions of career federal
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employees at the General Services
Administration prior to the
appointment of new administration
personnel.  Also, as a result of the
Commission’s transfer from GSA to
the Small and Independent Agency
Liaison Division, the Commissioners
voted to appoint Beth Newburger as
Executive Director. 

The problems encountered in
collecting the information for the
database of women’s history sites
were discussed.  Commissioners
agreed to call states that had not
responded to urge them to submit
their listed sites.  The Commission
also discussed their draft and final
report recommendations. 

Further discussion revolved
around methods of recognizing and
commemorating historic sites
associated with women. The
Commission noted the trend toward
increased interest in commemorating
women’s sites but also noted a lack of
interest in telling the stories of the
women themselves. The emphasis on
the site rather than the person was an
area of concern for the Commission
because the stories of women’s
achievements could be lost.

Commissioners suggested
that State Historic Preservation Offices
and State Historic Societies include a
report of what they believe to be
important or inspiring about the
women who are associated with their
respective sites. 

The Commissioners explored
methods to create a structure that
allowed local groups to adopt a
specific site.  They considered ways to
involve women in business,
professional and philanthropic groups
in a program to “adopt” the site as
part of a club project.

April 30, 2001 
Chicago, IL

The Commissioners reviewed the
status of the State surveys. Final
recommendations were discussed.
The Commission recognized the
importance of explaining the selection
and interpretation process it used to
assemble its research as well as the
importance of using existing networks
of historians, preservationists, and
state and local history associates as
guides. In addition to utilizing these
existing structures, the

Commissioners wanted to identify
areas that require new ones.

The Commissioners
recognized the importance of
publicizing women’s history sites
through existing channels as well as
encouraging use of new emerging
technologies and exciting,
experimental activities.  Just as the
Commission found it important to
make use of existing networks, so too
did it want to utilize existing
educational institutions. The
Commission emphasized the
importance of linking and cross-
referencing various issues with
different women. Use of these
networks and structures can help to
insure that sites are properly
celebrated.

The Commissioners
encouraged the identification of sites
by discipline or theme i.e., social/
cultural, economic/professional,
education and women’s
rights/political.  The Commissioners
also suggested that they seek
assistance from experts in the field of
cultural tourism in the US.  Finally,
they recognized that sites may
commemorate a milestone event,

occurrence, collection or study where
women’s progress was significantly
altered, where breakthroughs
occurred or where impact on culture
is evident.

June 11, 2001
Washington, D.C.

At the final meeting of the
Commission, Commissioners
deliberated over the
recommendations included in the
draft report.  They were aided in their
discussions by experts from the
National Park Service as well as
academicians and directors of private
preservation groups.  

The Commissioners noted
that they had received responses to
the database survey from every state
and the Northern Mariana Islands.
They also noted that a few states
claimed that they had no sites of
importance to women although the
same states did acknowledge that
they had one or two important
women who had lived among them.

Because the database was
larger than anticipated, the
Commissioners agreed that they
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could not prioritize the sites.  Each site
was important in its community.
Although several were sites of
national importance like the Sewall
Belmont House and Eleanor
Roosevelt’s cottage at Val Kill, these
sites were in as much need of support
and increased awareness as those
small community sites that were

locally focused. Therefore, the
Commission decided to recommend
the publication of the entire database
by the National Park Service.

Funding and other resources
were needed by every site.  Broader
preservation issues also required
more funding.  While the
Commissioners were clear about not

recommending additional
appropriations from the Federal
government, they did agree that the
Department of Interior should redirect
priorities to ensure that SHPO funds
were allocated for women’s history
sites within the existing DOI budget.

The Commission will present
its final report to the Secretary of the

Interior or her representatives in
Seneca Falls, N.Y. in coordination with
the release of the National Park
Service Women’s History Trail Feasibility
Study Executive Summary and the
transfer of the Hunt House from the
National Trust for Historic
Preservation to the Women’s Rights
National Historical Park.
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SPEAKERS

Lori Barnum, Executive Director, 
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Josie Fernandez, Superintendant,
Women’s Rights National Historic
Park, National Park Service, 
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Park Service
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APPENDIX 1

Database v. Data Field: 
A Dissenting View

“I agree with the point made by Carol
D. Shull, Keeper, National Register of
Historic Places, in her testimony
before this panel, that maintaining a
database of women’s history sites
separate and apart from other history
sites could be considered
condescending. I have no problem
with the National Park Service posting
our database until a search key can be
made available in the National
Register of Historic Places and the
State Historic Registers.  Once that
search key is available in the main
database, anyone who wishes can pull
an updated list of women’s sites with
little effort. Also, I don’t see the need
for requiring the maintenance of two
separate databases when the same
thing could be accomplished with
one. I view it as a waste of effort and
manpower and feel the money could 

be used to improve an existing site or
develop a new one.”

Jane Chastain, Commissioner

Concurrences: 
Commissioner Nancy Desmond
Commissioner Deecy Gray
Commissioner Patricia Lamar
Commissioner Becky Norton-Dunlop

APPENDIX 2

National Register of Historic
Places: Definition and Registration
Processes

National Register properties are
distinguished by having been
documented and evaluated according
to uniform standards. These criteria
recognize the accomplishments of all
peoples who have contributed to the
history and heritage of the United
States and are designed to help state
and local governments, Federal
agencies, and others identify
important historic and archeological
properties worthy of preservation and
of consideration in planning and
development decisions.

The National Historic
Register includes such properties as
districts, sites, buildings, structures,
and objects that are significant in
American history, architecture,
archeology, engineering, and culture.
It is important to note that listing of
private property on the National
Register does not prohibit under
Federal law or regulation any actions
that may otherwise be taken by the
property owner with respect to the
property.  

Included among the nearly
73,000 listings that comprise the
National Register are:
• All historic areas in the National

Park System;
• Over 2,300 National Historic

Landmarks, which have been
designated by the Secretary of the
Interior because of their
exceptional importance to
American history.

• Properties across the country that
have been nominated by
governments, organizations, and
individuals for their significance to
the nation, to a state, or to a
community.

National Historic Landmarks, 
NHL Designation

A designation that deserves special
attention is that of a National Historic
Landmark. Listed on the National
Register of Historic places, these sites
recognize properties that are
important to the entire nation. They
are places where significant historical
events occurred, where prominent
Americans worked or lived, that
represent those ideas that shaped the
nation, that provide important
information about our past, or that are
outstanding examples of design or
construction. While many historic
places are important locally or on a
state or regional level, a few have
meaning for most Americans. Places
that “possess exceptional value or
quality in illustrating and interpreting
the heritage of the United States” are
designated National Historic
Landmarks.

In 1935, the U.S. Congress
charged the Department of the
Interior with the responsibility for
designating nationally significant 
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historic sites, buildings, and objects
and promoting their preservation for
the inspiration and benefit of the
people of the United States. The
National Historic Landmarks
Program was established to identify
and protect places possessing
exceptional value in illustrating the
nation’s heritage. Only 3% of
properties listed in the National
Register of Historic Places are
designated as National Historic
Landmarks.

National Historic
Landmarks may be designated
through broad organized initiatives
called theme studies, which examine
related places linked by a single
subject or theme, or they may be
identified individually. The National
Park Service often conducts National
Historic Landmark Studies in
partnership with federal, state, tribal,
or local preservation officials; the
academic community; independent
scholars; and others knowledgeable
about a particular subject. The
National Park Service’s National
Historic Landmark’s Survey staff 

prepares nominations, advises others
on their preparation, and evaluates
potential National Historic
Landmark nominees for their ability
to meet specific criteria. The
National Park System Advisory
Board considers completed
nominations at meetings that are
open to the public. Based upon the
recommendations of the Board, the
Secretary of the Interior designates
National Historic Landmarks:
• National Historic Landmark

designation recognizes properties
that are important to the entire
nation.

• National Historic Landmarks are
listed in the National Register of
Historic Places.

• Owners of National Historic
Landmarks are free to manage
their property as they choose,
provided no federal license, permit,
or funding is involved.

• Federal agencies whose projects
affect a National Historic
Landmark must give the Advisory
Council on Historic Preservation
an opportunity to comment on the
project and its effects on the
property.

• Owners of National Historic
Landmarks may be able to obtain
federal historic preservation
funding, when funds are available.
Federal investment tax credits for
rehabilitation and other provisions
may apply.

• A bronze plaque bearing the name
of the National Historic Landmark
and attesting to its national
significance is presented to the
owner upon request.

State Registers of Historic Places

Listings on state registers are
determined on a state by state basis.
State Historic Preservation Officers
determine the designation they
believe to be appropriate for a specific
site. This is based on the criteria for
the National Register, as well as the
criteria each state may have for its
own register. While a site must be on
the National Register to be eligible for
the incentives it provides, incentives
for historic preservation on a state
level do exist for sites located on the
state historic register. These
incentives, similar to the sites
themselves, vary in each state.  

Nominating Process for 
National Register

Properties are nominated to the
National Register by the State Historic
Preservation officer (SHPO) of the
State in which the property is located,
by the Federal Preservation Officer
(FPO) for properties under Federal
ownership or control, or by the Tribal
Preservation Officer (TPO) if the
property is on tribal lands. Ordinarily,
State nomination forms are prepared
by private individuals or the staff of
the SHPO. These professionals are
usually experts in one or more fields
of American history, architectural
history, architecture, prehistoric, and
historic archeology, and other related
disciplines. The review board makes a
recommendation to the SHPO either
to approve the nomination if, in the
board’s opinion, it meets the National
Register criteria, or to disapprove the
nomination if it does not.

During the time the proposed
nomination is reviewed by the SHPO,
property owners and local officials are
notified of the intent to nominate. 
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Local officials and property owners
are given the opportunity to comment
on the nomination and owners of
private property are given an
opportunity to object to or concur
with the nomination. 

If the owner of a private
property, or the majority of private
property owners for a property or
district with multiple owners, objects
to the nomination, the SHPO may
forward the nomination to the
National Park Service for a
determination of eligibility. Without
formally listing the property in the
National Register, the National Park
Service then determines whether the
property is eligible for listing. If the
property is eligible, the Advisory
Council on Historic Preservation must
be afforded the opportunity to
comment on any Federal Project that
may affect it.  If the review board and
the SHPO agree on the eligibility of
the property (and the owner has not
objected to the nomination), then the
nomination is forwarded to the
National Park Service to be
considered for listing.

The Advisory Council on
Historic Preservation is an

independent Federal agency that
provides a forum for influencing
Federal activities, programs, and
policies that affect historic resources. It
is comprised of both members
appointed by the President, as well as
those who hold permanent positions
on the Board. The President appoints
four members from the general
public, four historic preservation
experts, a Native American or Native
Hawaiian member, a governor, a
mayor, and four heads of Federal
agencies, all serving terms. The
members whose positions are
permanent on the Advisory Board are
the Secretaries of the Interior and
Agriculture, and the Architect of the
Capitol.

National Register Criteria 
for Evaluation

The quality of significance in
American history, architecture,
archeology, engineering, and culture
is present in districts, sites, buildings,
structures, and objects that possess
integrity of location, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, feeling, and
association, and:

• that are associated with events that
have made a significant
contribution to the broad patterns
of our history; or

• that are associated with the lives of
persons significant in our past; or

• that embody the distinctive
characteristics of a type, period, or
method of construction, or that
represent the work of a master, or
that possess high artistic values, or
that represent a significant and
distinguishable entity whose
components may lack distinction; or

• that have yielded or may be likely
to yield information important in
prehistory or history.

National Register Criteria
Considerations

Ordinarily, cemeteries, birthplaces or
graves of historical figures, properties
owned by religious institutions or
used for religious purposes, structures
that have been moved from their
original locations, reconstructed
historic buildings, properties
primarily commemorative in nature,
and properties that have achieved
significance within the last fifty years

shall not be considered eligible for the
National Register. However, such
properties will qualify if they are
integral parts of districts that do meet
the criteria or if they fall within the
following categories:
• a religious property deriving

significance from architectural or
historic importance; or

• a building or structure removed
from its original location, but
which is significant primarily for
architectural value, or which is the
surviving structure most
importantly associated with a
particular person or event; or

• a birthplace or grave of a historical
figure of outstanding importance if
there is no other appropriate site or
building directly associated with
his or her productive life; or

• a cemetery that derives its primary
significance from graves of persons
of transcendent  importance, from
age, from distinctive design
features, or from association with
historic events; or

• a reconstructed building when
accurately executed in a suitable
environment and presented in a
dignified manner as part of a
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restoration master plan, when no
other building or structure with the
same association has survived; or

• a property commemorative in
intent if design, age, tradition, or
symbolic value has invested it with
its own historical significance; or

• a property achieving significance
within the past fifty years if it is of
exceptional importance.

Properties are added to the National
Register through the following
processes

• Those acts of Congress and
Executive orders which create
historic areas of the National Park
System administered by the
National Park Service, all or
portions of which may be
determined to be of historic 

significance consistent with the
intent of Congress;

• Properties declared by the
Secretary of the Interior to be of
national significance and
designated as National Historic
Landmarks;

• Nominations prepared under
approved State Historic
Preservation Programs, submitted
by the State Historic Preservation
Officer and approved by the
National Park Service;

• Nominations from any person or
local government (only if such
property is located in a State with
no approved State Historic
Preservation Program) approved
by National Park Service and;

• Nominations of Federal properties
by Federal agencies, submitted by
the Federal Preservation Officer and
approved by National Park Service.

Effects of Listing under Federal Law

The National Register was designed
to be and is administered as a
planning tool. Federal agencies
undertaking a project having an effect
on a listed or eligible property must
provide the Advisory Council on
Historic Preservation a reasonable
opportunity to comment on its action.
Having complied with this procedural
requirement, the Federal agency may
adopt any course of action it believes
is appropriate. While the Advisory
Council comments must be taken into

account and integrated into the
decision making process, program
decisions rest with the agency
implementing the undertaking.

Listing in the National
Register also makes property owners
eligible to be considered for Federal
grants-in-aid for historic preservation.

Most sites on the National
Register of Historic Places are owned
by private individuals or groups.
Others are owned by local, state, tribal
or federal government agencies, or
have mixed public-private ownership.
Listing on this register offers
advantages to owners who wish to
preserve their properties. It aids
decision making by government
agencies, private organizations, and
individuals because it is the primary
federal means of assessing the
national significance of historic
properties. Information on the
National Register of Historic Places, as
well as Historic Landmark
designations, provides valuable
information for planning, public
education, and interpretation.

APPENDIX 3

The National Trust for 
Historic  Preservation:
Save America's Treasures

Initially a project of the While House
Millennium celebration, Save
America's Treasures is now a public-
private  partnerhsip between the
National Trust for Historic
Preservation and the National Park
Service.  Save America's Treasures is
dedicated to identifying and rescuing
the enduring symbols of American
tradition that  define us as a nation.
From the beginning, both the public
and private  aspects of the program
have been studiously bi-partisan and
devoid of  controversy. Led by the
Committee to Save America's
Treasures, it is co-chaired by Richard
Moe, President of the National Trust
for Historic Preservation and Susan
Eisenhower, the noted author and
granddaughter of former president
Dwight Eisenhower.
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Save America's Treasures 
Priority Projects

The following list, arranged in priority
order,  represents sites that the
Committee considers important to
women's history -  where a famous
woman lived (in the case of Val-Kill
cottage or The Mount), or  women
worked for equal rights (in the case of
M'Clintock House or  Sewall-
Belmont), or women played unusual
roles in society (as in the matrilineal
culture at Ganondagan State Historic
Site). Contributions to Save America's
Treasures come from foundation,
corporate, individual and 
government sources.

Sewall-Belmont House and
Collections
Includes historic home and materials from
the 20th century women's suffrage and
equal rights movement
144 Constitution Avenue, NE
Washington, DC 20002
(202) 546-1210

Val-Kill Cottage and Collections
Eleanor Roosevelt's Hyde Park, New York
home, furnishings and documents
519 Albany Post Road
Hyde Park, NY 12538
(845) 229-9115

Harriet Tubman Residence and
Home for the Aged
Various properties associated with Harriet
Tubman and the Underground Railroad
180 South Street
Auburn, NY 13021
(315) 252-2081

Greensboro Historical Museum
Dolley Madison's clothing collection
130 Summit Avenue
Greensboro, NC 27401
(336) 373-2479

Edith Wharton Restoration/
The Mount
Home and gardens designed by noted
author Edith Wharton
2 Plunkett Street
P.O. Box 974
Lenox, MA 01240
(413) 637-1899

Ganondagan State Historic Site
Site of a 17th Century Seneca Village,
home of the  Iroquois native Americans
P.O. Box 239
Victor, NY 14564
(716) 924-5848

Clara Barton Missing Soldiers Office
and Artifacts
Apartment and office of Ms. Clara Barton
from 1861-1868
7th and D Streets, NW
Washington, DC 20407
(202) 401-9692

Hill-Stead Museum
Designed by pioneer female architect
Theodate Pope Riddle
35 Mountain Road
Farmington, CT 06032
(860) 677-4787

National First Ladies  Library
Housed in City National Bank Building
built in 1895
331 Market Avenue South
Canton, OH 44702
(330) 452-0876



WOMEN’S PROGRESS COMMEMORATIVE COMMISSION
PUBLIC LAW 105:341, 105TH CONGRESS
(OCTOBER 31, 1998)

An Act

To establish a commission, in honor of the 150th Anniversary of the Seneca Falls
Convention, to further protect sites of importance in the historic efforts to secure equal
rights for women. <<NOTE: Oct. 31, 1998 -  [S. 2285]>> 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled, <<NOTE: Women’s Progress Commemoration Act.>> 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. <<NOTE: 16 USC 470a note.>> 

This Act may be cited as the ̀ `Women’s Progress Commemoration Act’’.

SEC. 2. DECLARATION. <<NOTE: 16 USC 470a note.>> 

Congress declares that—
(1) the original Seneca Falls Convention, held in upstate New York in July 1848,

convened to consider the social conditions and civil rights of women at that time;
(2) the convention marked the beginning of an admirable and courageous struggle

for equal rights for women;
(3) the 150th Anniversary of the convention provides an excellent opportunity to

examine the history of the women’s movement; and
(4) a Federal Commission should be established for the important task of ensuring the

historic preservation of sites that have been instrumental in American women’s
history, creating a living legacy for generations to come.

SEC. 3. ESTABLISHMENT OF COMMISSION. <<NOTE: 16 USC 470a note.>> 

(a) Establishment.—There is established a commission to be known as the ̀ `Women’s
Progress Commemoration Commission’’ (referred to in this Act as the
``Commission’’).

(b) Membership.—
(1) In <<NOTE: President. Congress.>> general.—The Commission shall be

composed of 15 members, of whom—
(A) 3 shall be appointed by the President;
(B) 3 shall be appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives;
(C) 3 shall be appointed by the minority leader of the House of Representatives;
(D) 3 shall be appointed by the majority leader of the Senate; and
(E) 3 shall be appointed by the minority leader of the Senate.

(2) Persons eligible.—
(A) In general.—The members of the Commission shall be individuals who have

knowledge or expertise,whether by experience or training, in matters to be
studied by the Commission. The members may be from the public or private
sector, and may include Federal, State, or local employees, members of
academia, nonprofit organizations, or industry, or other interested
individuals.

(A) Diversity.—It is the intent of Congress that persons appointed to the
Commission under paragraph (1) be persons who represent diverse
economic, professional, and cultural backgrounds.

(3) Consultation and appointment.— <<NOTE: President. Congress.>> 
(A) In general.—The President, Speaker of the House of Representatives,

minority leader of the House of Representatives, majority leader of the
Senate, and minority leader of the Senate shall consult among themselves
before appointing the members of the Commission in order to achieve, to the
maximum extent practicable, fair and equitable representation of various
points of view with respect to the matters to be studied by the Commission.

(B) Completion of appointments; vacancies.—The President, Speaker of the
House of Representatives, minority leader of the House of Representatives,
majority leader of the Senate, and minority leader of the Senate shall conduct
the consultation under subparagraph (3) and make their respective
appointments not later than 60 days after the date of enactment of this Act.

(4) Vacancies.—A vacancy in the membership of the Commission shall not affect the
powers of the Commission and shall be filled in the same manner as the original
appointment not later than 30 days after the vacancy occurs.

(c) Meetings.—
(1) Initial meeting.—Not later than 30 days after the date on which all members of the

Commission have been appointed, the Commission shall hold its first meeting.
(2) Subsequent meetings.—After the initial meeting, the Commission shall meet at

the call of the Chairperson.

(d) Quorum.—A majority of the members of the Commission shall constitute a quorum
for the transaction of business, but a lesser number of members may hold hearings.

(e) Chairperson and Vice Chairperson.—The Commission shall select a Chairperson and
Vice Chairperson from among its members.

SEC. 4. DUTIES OF THE COMMISSION. 
<<NOTE: Deadline. Reports. 16 USC 470a note.>> 

Not later than 1 year after the initial meeting of the Commission, 
the Commission, in cooperation with the Secretary of the Interior and 
other appropriate Federal, State, and local public and private entities, 
shall prepare and submit to the Secretary of the Interior a report 
that—
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(1) identifies sites of historical significance to the women’s movement; and
(2) recommends actions, under the National Historic Preservation Act (16 U.S.C. 470

et seq.) and other law, to rehabilitate and preserve the sites and provide to the
public interpretive and educational materials and activities at the sites.

SEC. 5. POWERS OF THE COMMISSION. <<NOTE: 16 USC 470a note.>> 

(a) Hearings.—The Commission may hold such hearings, sit and act at such times and
places, take such testimony, and receive such evidence as the Commission considers
advisable to carry out its duties of this Act.

(b) Information From Federal Agencies.—The Commission may secure directly from any
Federal department or agency such information as the Commission considers
necessary to carry out the provisions of this Act. At the request of the Chairperson of
the Commission, the head of such department or agency shall furnish such
information to the Commission.

SEC. 6. COMMISSION PERSONNEL MATTERS. <<NOTE: 16 USC 470a note.>> 

(a) Compensation of Members.—A member of the Commission who is not otherwise an
officer or employee of the Federal Government shall be compensated at a rate equal
to the daily equivalent of the annual rate of basic pay prescribed for a position at level
IV of the Executive Schedule under section 5315 of title 5, United States Code, for each
day (including travel time) during which the member is engaged in the performance
of the duties of the Commission. A member of the Commission who is otherwise an
officer or employee of the United States shall serve without compensation in addition
to that received for services as an officer or employee of the United States.

(b) Travel Expenses.—A member of the Commission shall be allowed travel expenses,
including per diem in lieu of subsistence, at rates authorized for employees of
agencies under subchapter I of chapter 57 of title 5, United States Code, while away
from the home or regular place of business of the member in the performance of
service for the Commission.

(c) Staff.—
(1) In general.—The Chairperson of the Commission may, without regard to the civil

service laws (including regulations), appoint and terminate an executive director
and such other additional personnel as may be necessary to enable the
Commission to perform its duties. The employment and termination of an
executive director shall be subject to confirmation by a majority of the members of
the Commission.

(2) Compensation.—The executive director shall be compensated at a rate not to
exceed the rate payable for a position at level V of the Executive Schedule under
section 5316 of title 5, United States Code. The Chairperson may fix the
compensation of other personnel without regard to the provisions of chapter 51

and subchapter III of chapter 53 of title 5, United States Code, relating to
classification of positions and General Schedule pay rates, except that the rate of
pay for such personnel may not exceed the rate payable for a position at evel V of
the Executive Schedule under section 5316 of that title.

(4) Detail of government employees.—Any Federal Government employee, with the
approval of the head of the appropriate Federal agency, may be detailed to the
Commission without reimbursement, and the detail shall be without interruption
or loss of civil service status, benefits, or privilege.

(c) Procurement of Temporary and Intermittent Services.—The Chairperson of the
Commission may procure temporary and intermittent services under section 3109(b)
of title 5, United States Code, at rates for individuals not to exceed the daily
equivalent of the annual rate of basic pay prescribed for a position at level V of the
Executive Schedule under section 5316 of that title.

SEC. 7. FUNDING. <<NOTE: 16 USC 470a note.>> 

(a) Authorization of Appropriations.—There are authorized to be appropriated to the
Commission such sums as are necessary to carry out this Act.

(b) Donations.—The Commission may accept donations from non-Federal sources to
defray the costs of the operations of the Commission.

SEC. 8. TERMINATION. <<NOTE: 16 USC 470a note.>> 

The Commission shall terminate on the date that is 30 days after the date on which the
Commission submits to the Secretary of the Interior the report under section 4(b).

SEC. 9. REPORTS TO CONGRESS. <<NOTE: Deadline. 16 USC 470a note.>> 

Not later than 2 years and not later than 5 years after the date on which the Commission
submits to the Secretary of the Interior the report under section 4, the Secretary of the
Interior shall submit to Congress a report describing the actions that have been taken to
preserve the sites identified in the Commission report as being of historical significance.

Approved October 31, 1998.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY—S. 2285:
——————————————————————————————————

SENATE REPORTS: No. 105-396 (Comm. on Energy and Natural Resources).
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 144 (1998):

Oct. 7, considered and passed Senate.
Oct. 10, considered and passed House.
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In 1845, journalist and author  Margaret Fuller laid out her hope for the
future of this Nation's  women: "We would have every arbitrary barrier thrown
down. We  would have every path laid open to women as freely as to men. If
you  ask me what offices they may fill, I reply — any, I do not care what case  you
put; let them be sea captains, if you will."

More than 150 years later, we are closer  than ever to realizing Margaret
Fuller’s dream. Women account for  nearly half of all workers. Today, women
are "captains" of their own  destinies, and they will continue to help shape our
Nation’s future. Women hold 74 seats in the United States Congress, more than
at any time in  our country's history, and women own more than 9 million
businesses  employing more than 27.5 million workers. Through their tireless
service on a daily basis, the women of our Nation have woven the fabric of
families and communities. They contribute immeasurably through  faith-based
and community organizations.

Our  Nation's women could not be where they are — nor could our
country be where  it is — without the strength and courage, wisdom and
persistence of those  who preceded them. America has been blessed with women
like Harriet  Beecher Stowe, Susan B. Anthony, and Jane Addams, all of whom
refused to  accept oppression as inevitable. Female political leaders including
Margaret Chase Smith and Eleanor Roosevelt forever changed the face of
American government. Women have played a vital role in educating our  Nation:
Mary Lyon, Dorothea Dix, Elizabeth Blackwell, and Mary McLeod  Bethune all
fought history and stereotypes to become scholars in their own right and pass their
knowledge to subsequent generations. Similarly,  female authors such as Anne 

Bradstreet, Emily Dickinson, Pearl Buck, and Zora Neale Hurston represent only 
a small sample of the many women who have contributed to the American
literary canon.

Our Nation boasts a rich history of women whose heroic achievements
speak to  the sense of excellence, potential, and patriotism shared by all
Americans. Anna Warner Bailey's and Clara Barton's courage in war has
inspired generations of men and women called upon to fight for America. The
fortitude of spirit displayed by Helen Keller, Amelia Earhart, and Wilma
Rudolph has made them role models both here and abroad. Finally, from  the
sacrifice of mothers and grandmothers to the dedication of successful women in
business, government, and charitable work, the legacy of women in  America
gives all young people in this country the impetus to dream without limits.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH,  President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested  in me by the Constitution
and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 2001 as "Women's
History Month." I call upon all the people of the United States to observe this
month with appropriate ceremonies and activities and to remember their
contributions throughout the  year.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of
March, in the year of our Lord two thousand one, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

THE WHITE HOUSE

WOMEN'S HISTORY MONTH,  2001

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION
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