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DWR-led Process Updates California’s Strategic Water Roadmap 

  
Highlights and Initial Volumes Released 

  
SACRAMENTO – The California Department of Water Resources (DWR) today released 
the Highlights booklet and initial volumes of the latest edition of the California Water Plan, 
which since 1957 has guided the State’s water resource management and planning.  
Update 2013 of the California Water Plan is State government’s strategic plan for 
understanding, managing and developing water resources statewide for current and future 
generations. 

Prepared over the past five years with the involvement of dozens of State and federal 
agencies and hundreds of stakeholders from diverse communities, it sets forth a suite of 
actions that together would improve the resilience and sustainability of our regional water 
resources into the future.  The multi-volume plan also serves as a compendium of facts 
about where California gets its water, how it is used, who pays for it, and the many risks 
and opportunities of our complex, interconnected water management system. 

“California’s complex water system features federal and state water projects, hundreds of 
local water districts, large coastal cities, and vast tracts of farmland,” said California 
Department of Water Resources Director Mark Cowin.  “Our landscape varies from 
temperate rainforest to desert, and our water sources stretch from California’s 
snowcapped mountains and substantial groundwater aquifers, to the Colorado River, to 
stormwater capture and recycled wastewater.  To manage our water wisely, Californians 
need a shared understanding of our challenges and a vision for the future.  The California 
Water Plan Update 2013 delivers that and creates a path forward.”  



Update 2013 advances the Governor’s Water Action Plan, released by the administration 
of Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. in January 2014.  The governor’s five-year plan sets 
forth 10 priority actions to meet urgent needs and set the foundation for sustainable 
management of California’s water resources.  The California Water Plan Update 2013 
plans to the year 2050.  There are 17 cross-cutting objectives and over 300 specific 
actions to reinforce the implementation of the Governor’s Water Action Plan. The goals of 
that Plan are to make conservation a way of life, provide safe drinking water and expand 
water storage capacity, improve public safety and secure wastewater systems for all 
communities, and foster environmental stewardship.  

“The extreme drought gripping so much of California reminds us of the importance of this 
plan,” said California Natural Resources Secretary John Laird.  “Three years of dry 
weather are enough to force farmers to fallow hundreds of square miles of fields, leave 
some small communities with dry taps, and jeopardize cold-water fish species.  Clearly, we 
cannot take our water resources for granted.  To meet the needs of a state as ecologically, 
economically, and geographically diverse as California takes collaboration and planning on 
the scale of DWR’s California Water Plan Update 2013.” 

Three related themes distinguish California Water Plan Update 2013.  First, the plan 
emphasizes the accomplishments and great potential of integrated water management to 
achieve social, environmental and economic benefits within California’s interconnected 
water systems.  This approach requires working across governmental and jurisdictional 
boundaries to achieve multiple benefits – such as flood management, habitat restoration, 
and groundwater recharge – and increases the return on public investments in our water 
systems. 

Second, Update 2013 calls for better alignment of how government manages data, plans, 
establishes policy, prioritizes and administers public funding, and regulates our large, 
complex and decentralized water systems.  Better communication and collaboration are 
needed among water managers and land use planners to work across jurisdictional silos 
and find scalable, regionally-appropriate solutions reflecting California’s regional diversity.  
Update 2013 represents a significant step toward State agency alignment by incorporating 
nearly 40 separate State agency companion plans, as well as the voices of hundreds of 
interested parties representing farmers, builders, planners, business, tribes, and water 
managers at all levels of government. 

The third Update 2013 theme focuses on the need for stable, effective funding sources to 
invest in water innovation and infrastructure (natural and built).  With much of California’s 
water supply and flood protection infrastructure aging and outdated, inadequate and 
unstable funding has put our water systems at greater risk.  Local entities – such as water 
and flood districts, counties, cities, and utilities – already spend about $18 billion a year on 
water, matched by roughly $2 billion annually from the State and federal governments – a 
significant portion of which goes for operation and maintenance, not new infrastructure.  



Update 2013 explains why it will take hundreds of billions of dollars of additional 
investments over the next few decades to reduce flood risk, provide reliable and clean 
water supplies, recover overdrafted groundwater basins, and restore degraded 
ecosystems – in other words, to achieve sustainable water management.  Update 2013 
includes a new finance planning framework and describes potential revenue sources 
including federal grants and loans, general obligation bonds, revenue bonds, assessment 
districts, rate-payer, user and impact fees, private investments, public-private partnerships, 
and more. 

Update 2013 delivers a water roadmap for decision-makers, resource managers and water 
users including: how water is developed and used; in-depth summaries of over 30 
water/resource management strategies available throughout California; a snapshot of 
regional water conditions, initiatives and opportunities in 12 regional reports; a range of 
future water and climate change scenarios, and more. 

Released today are the Highlights booklet and initial volumes of Update 2013 “Investing in 
Innovation and Infrastructure,” -- Volume 1 Strategic Plan, Volume 3 Resource 
Management Strategies, and the first set of 12 regional reports (Volume 2).  During the fall, 
DWR will release the other regional reports; and this winter, the Reference Guide (Volume 
4) and Technical Guide (Volume 5), a compendium of research articles and 
documentation, furthering public access and transparency. 

Secretary Laird’s message, Director Cowin’s message, the Water Plan Update Highlights 
booklet, initial volumes and Water Plan map library are posted here:   
http://www.waterplan.water.ca.gov/cwpu2013/final/. 

 

Many Update 2013 topics and outreach events will be featured in the weekly Water Plan 
eNews electronic newsletter.  To subscribe to the eNews, visit here:  
https://listserv.state.ca.gov/wa.exe?SUBED1=DWR_CWP_eNews&A=1  
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The Department of Water Resources operates and maintains the State Water Project, 
provides dam safety and flood management and inspection services, assists local water 
districts in water management and water conservation planning, and plans for future 
statewide water needs. 


