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DWR Releases Draft List of Critically Overdrafted Groundwater Basins  
Public Meeting Scheduled for August 25, Webcast on August 26 

SACRAMENTO, CA – The Department of Water Resources (DWR) has made preliminary 
identification of 21 groundwater basins and subbasins that have been significantly 
overdrafted by excessive pumping and thus fall under the earliest deadlines required by 
groundwater management laws enacted last fall. 

Overdraft impacts include seawater intrusion and land subsidence, in addition to lowered    
groundwater levels. DWR presented its draft findings at a California Water Commission 
meeting in Los Angeles today, the same day the department released a new NASA report 
showing land in the San Joaquin Valley is sinking faster than ever previously recorded due to 
groundwater pumping. 

This is not the first time DWR has identified critically overdrafted basins. Working with local 
agencies, DWR identified such basins in 1980 and 2003, as described in Bulletin 118 reports 
issued those years.  Bulletin 118 is a comprehensive report on California groundwater 
resources that is periodically updated by DWR 

Under a package of historic groundwater management laws enacted by Governor Edmund 
G. Brown Jr. in September 2014, the basins identified by DWR as significantly overdrafted 
must have groundwater sustainability plans in place less than five years from now. The 
Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) requires all Bulletin 118 basins 
designated as high- or medium-priority and subject to critical conditions of overdraft to be 
managed under a groundwater sustainability plan or coordinated groundwater sustainability 
plans by January 31, 2020, two years earlier than the other high- and medium- priority 
basins.  
 
Local agencies not in agreement with DWR’s identification of critically overdrafted 
groundwater basins will have an opportunity next week to ask questions and make 
comments at a public meeting in Fresno. 
 
DWR will hold a public meeting to share its draft results, explain the process that guides its 
findings, and solicit public comment on Tuesday, August 25 at the Clovis Veterans Memorial 
District Auditorium, 808 4th St, in Clovis, CA 93612 from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
 
In addition, DWR will host a webcast from 10 a.m. to noon on Wednesday, August 26.   
Register for the webcast at  
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https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8655283334555647489. The webcast recording 
will be available online the week following the meeting.  
 
The public meeting on Tuesday will begin a 30-day public comment period. DWR will 
evaluate comments and data submitted and make any needed revisions.  
 
A final list of critically overdrafted basins will be released on the DWR website in October. The 
results will be published in the next update of Bulletin 118, expected in late 2016. The draft 
list and additional information are available on the California Water Commission (CWC) 
website at https://cwc.ca.gov/Pages/2015/08_August/08192015Agenda.aspx. 
 
View the Statewide Map of Critically Overdrafted Basins here:  
https://cwc.ca.gov/Documents/2015/08_August/August2015_Agenda_Item_9_Attach_2_State
wide_map_of_COD_Basins.pdf  
 
View the North Central and South Central Region Map of Critically Overdrafted Basins here:  
https://cwc.ca.gov/Documents/2015/08_August/August2015_Agenda_Item_9_Attach_2_State
wide_map_of_COD_Basins.pdf  
 
View the Southern Region Map of Critically Overdrafted Basins here:  
https://cwc.ca.gov/Documents/2015/08_August/August2015_Agenda_Item_9_Attach_4_Map
_COD_basins.pdf  
 
The NASA report tracking subsidence in the Central Valley is available here: 
http://water.ca.gov/groundwater/docs/NASA_REPORT.pdf  
 
For more information regarding California’s groundwater please visit: 
http://www.water.ca.gov/groundwater/index.cfm  
 
This is the fourth year of California’s drought. To learn about the actions the state has taken to 
manage our water systems and cope with the drought’s impacts, visit Drought.CA.Gov. Every 
Californian should take steps to conserve water. Find out how at SaveOurWater.com. 
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