
What Happens Next?
The designers will consider your comments, 
along with others, and revise the scheme 
wherever this is appropriate and do-able. For 
example is it technically feasible and can the 
project afford it?
We hope to carry out detailed design throughout 
spring and summer and finalise the scheme 
by the end of August. We would then obtain a 
price or prices for undertaking the works before 
awarding the contract(s).
The works will most probably be phased. For 
example it could start on site in November, 
although we would avoid starting in sensitive 
areas such as Fitzalan Square or The Station 
until after Christmas to minimise disruption to 
businesses, shoppers and travellers. Access to 
businesses will be maintained.
We envisage a 12 month build period.

If you have given your comments at the 
exhibition, then thank you. If not you can take a 
comments sheet with you. Please submit your 
comments by post or email by the 28 February. 
You can post to: 
City Regeneration Division 
Creative Sheffield 
Howden House, 4th Floor 
1 Union Street 
Sheffield  
S1 2SH 
Or you can email:  
cityregeneration@sheffield.gov.uk
If you would like to discuss regarding this 
scheme please contact:
Yunus Ahmed on 0114 273 5570  
or email him at 
yunus.ahmed@sheffield.gov.uk

Q: Why not spend money on other priorities?
The Lower Sheaf Valley is identified as a priority development 
area in the City Centre Master Plan for new office, creative and 
digital sector and Sheffield Hallam University consolidation and 
expansion.
The Sheffield City Region Investment Funding (SCRIF) 
comes from Central Government via the Sheffield City Region 
(comprising nine local authority areas). If we didn’t use it, it 
could be allocated to other Districts, not necessarily Sheffield. 
This money will be supplemented by private sector money. 
Creating a stronger economy is a key priority for the City. This 
project will create the environment to secure existing and 
create new jobs. The money that Council intends investing 
should be more than recouped through additional business 
rates income.
Q: How much is this all going to cost?
We estimate just under £6million. Of this £3.8m is from 
Sheffield City Region and the balance is from the private 
sector including Sheffield Hallam University. We won’t 
know actual costs until we have finalised the designs after 
consultations and obtained a competitive price, so the above 
figures could change.    
Q: How will it affect my business / premises?
Generally it should help all businesses / property owners as 
it will improve the roads, pavements and make the area more 
pleasant to be in.  This should result in increased spend in the 
area and encourage further investments, as has happened in 
other areas where we have carried out similar improvements.
There may be some disruption during the actual works but we 
will try our best to keep that to minimum. For example if you 
own a shop or need full access during day time, then we will 
work around your needs and aim to keep access open and 
work out of hours when we can.
If you own a property which fronts onto the route shown, 
please let us have your details (if we haven’t already been in 

touch with you) and we will make sure you are kept informed.
Q: Are you going to be demolishing and digging up areas?
There will be ground excavations as necessary, such as at 
Fitzalan Square where there are significant level differences. 
Other than possibly two properties at the top of Esperanto 
Place, there should be no other demolitions as part of this 
project. 
Q: What’s happening about HS2 and the area around the 
Station?
Construction of HS2 is not going to happen for a long time. 
The big challenge at the Station is how we manage the 
movement of vehicles, taxis and private cars and improve 
pedestrian and cycle access. Some road changes will be 
necessary (and therefore some digging) but the major changes 
are likely to be about creating a new queuing area for taxis 
and tighter restrictions on where they can wait on street. In 
the long run it is likely that the Station will require extending to 
accommodate the HS2.
However the arrival of HS2 could be at least 15 years away 
and until the Government makes a firm decision, which may 
impact on the Sheaf Square development site, we will be 
addressing the current problems at the Station. This includes 
finding an interim use for the vacant site there. We aim to 
retain the flexibility to allow an HS2 station to be built without 
having to incur abortive costs.
Q: When will the Knowledge Gateway works take place?
We anticipate starting on site late this (2017) or early next 
year. However we need to discuss the most cost effective 
way to carry out these works, mindful of the needs of specific 
businesses / occupiers. We can then 
firm up the phasing, that is which area 
we do first and which at the end. We will 
keep the owners / occupiers informed of 
our plans and how it may affect them.

The Knowledge Gateway - Frequently Asked Questions


