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APPENDIX 1. THE FATE OF THE ESTONIAN GENERALS (IN ACTIVE SERVICE IN 1940)

Name Last position in Estonian Army Fate

Major General 
Nikolai Helk

Chairman of Higher Military Court Executed on 14 May 1941, in Tallinn

Major General 
Aleksander Voldemar Pulk

Commander of the 1st Division Killed on 20 August 1941, in the Gulf
of Finland on ship “Sibir” (being
mobilised)

Lieutenant General 
Nikolai Reek

Minister of War Executed on 8 May 1942, in prison
camp in Solikamsk 

Major General Jaan Kruus Commander of 2nd Division Executed on 15 May 1942, in Moscow 

Major General August
Traksmaa (Traksmann)

Assistant Minister of War, former act-
ing Commander of 2nd Division 

Executed on 16 July 1942, in prison
camp in Gorelniki 

Major General Hugo Kauler Inspector of Artillery Executed on 22 September 1942, at
Lake Lama near Norilsk 

Major General 
Aleksander Jaakson

Chief of Staff of the Armed Forces Executed on 2 October 1942, in Kirov
oblast

Major General 
August Kasekamp

1st Assistant to Chief of Staff of the
Armed Forces

Died on 5 October 1942, in prison
camp in Saratov oblast

Major General 
Herbert Brede

Commander of 3rd Division Executed on 6 October 1942 in
Norilsk

Major General 
Martin Jervan (Gross)

Chief of Health Care Service of the
Army

Executed on 15 October 1942, in
Chelyabinsk

Major General (Lieutenant
General in the Red Army)
Gustav Jonson

Inspector of Cavalry, retired 1939,
then served in the Office of the
President of the Republic 

Died on 15 November 1942, in prison
camp in Chelyabinsk

Major General Johannes
Orasmaa (Roska)

Commander of Defence League Died on 24 May 1943, in Kirov prison

Major General 
Rudolf Reiman

Chief of Logistics Died on 16 September 1946, in
Tallinn

General Johan Laidoner Commander-in-Chief Died on 13 March 1953, in Vladimir
prison

Major General Tõnis Rotberg Assistant Minister of War, former
Chief of Logistics

Died on 24 July 1953, in prison camp
in Taishet 

Major General 
Richard Tomberg

Commander of Air Defence Was imprisoned in 1944–1956, died
on 25 May 1982, in Tallinn
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