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Pinyin Mandarin Introductory Course 
 

Dictionary for Theocratic Use 
English to Mandarin  

�a�a 
bå|bæ|bç|bè|ba|bé|bê|bë|bì|be|bí|bî|bï|bð|bi|bñ|bò|bó|bô|bo|bõ|bö|bø|bù|bu 
cå|cæ|cç|cè|ca|cé|cê|cë|cì|ce|chch|cí|cî|cï|cð|ci|cñ|cò|có|cô|co|cõ|cö|cø|cù|cu 
då|dæ|dç|dè|da|dé|dê|dë|dì|de|dí|dî|dï|dð|di|dñ|dò|dó|dô|do|dõ|dö|dø|dù|du 
�e� 
få|fæ|fç|fè|fa|fé|fê|fë|fì|fe|fñ|fò|fó|fô|fo|fõ|fö|fø|fù|fu 
gå|gæ|gç|gè|ga|gé|gê|gë|gì|ge|gñ|gò|gó|gô|go|gõ|gö|gø|gù|gu 
hå|hæ|hç|hè|ha|hé|hê|hë|hì|he|hñ|hò|hó|hô|ho|hõ|hö|hø|hù|hu 
�i� 
jí|jî|jï|jð|jia|jie|jiu|jõ|jö|jø|jù|ju|jú 
kå|kæ|kç|kè|ka|ké|kê|kë|kì|ke|kñ|kò|kó|kô|ko|kõ|kö|kø|kù|ku 
lå|læ|lç|lè|la|lé|lê|lë|lì|le|lí|lî|lï|lð|li|lñ|lò|ló|lô|lo|lõ|lö|lø|lù|lú 
ma|me|mi|mo|mu 
nå|næ|nç|nè|na|né|nê|në|nì|ne|ní|nî|nï|nð|ni|nñ|nò|nó|nô|no|nõ|nö|nø|nù|nu|nú 
�o� 
på|pæ|pç|pè|pa|pé|pê|pë|pì|pe|pí|pî|pï|pð|pi|pñ|pò|pó|pô|po|põ|pö|pø|pù|pu 
qí|qî|qï|qð|qi|qõ|qö|qø|qù|qu|qua|que 
rå|ræ|rç|rè|ra|ré|rê|rë|rì|re|rí|rî|rï|rð|ri|rñ|rò|ró|rô|ro|rõ|rö|rø|rù|ru 
så|sæ|sç|sè|sa|sé|sê|së|sì|se|shå|shæ|shç|shè|shé|shê|shë|shì|shí|shî|shï|shð|sho| 
|shõ|shua|shui|shuo|sí|sî|sï|sð|si|sñ|sò|só|sô|so|sõ|sö|sø|sù|su 
tå|tæ|tç|tè|ta|té|tê|të|tì|te|tí|tî|tï|tð|ti|tñ|tò|tó|tô|to|tõ|tö|tø|tù|tu 
wå|wæ|wç|wè|wé|wê|wë|wì|wñ|wò|wó|wô|wo|wõ|wö|wø|wù|wu 
xí|xî|xï|xð|xiå|xiæ|xiç|xiè|xie|xio|xiu|xõ|xö|xø|xù|xu|xú 
yå|yæ|yç|yè|yé|yê|yë|yì|yí|yî|yï|yð|yñ|yò|yó|yô|yõ|yö|yø|yù|yua|yue|yú 
zå|zæ|zç|zè|zé|zê|zë|zì|ze|zhå|zhæ|zhç|zhè|zhé|zhê|zhë|zhì|zhí|zhî|zhï|zhð|zhñ| 
zhó|zhô|zhõ|zhö|zhø|zhù|zhu|zí|zî|zï|zð|zi|zñ|zò|zó|zô|zo|zõ|zö|zø|zù|zu|zua| 
zuï|zuð|zuñ|zuò|zuó|zuô|  
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Notes 
1 Preference varies as to whether certain Mandarin expressions have 

spaces between their elements. For example, dictionaries may show 
the Mandarin Pinyin word for security as ån quæn or as ånquæn. If 
you cannot find an expression listed with spaces, please look for it 
without spaces. Where “ng” is followed by a vowel, “n'g” or “ng' ” 
is shown to separate syllables, even when this is not common 
practice. 
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English to English to English to English to MandarinMandarinMandarinMandarin 
 

…  (as sums of [money]) …bï  (MW) 
… ( as musical compositions, songs, 
teams) 

…zhí  (MW) 

… ( as part of a pair, boats, certain 
animals) 

…zhí  (MW) 

… ( as stick-shaped things, cigarettes, 
pens) 

…zhí  (MW) 

… ( as stick-shaped things, rifles, roses, 
etc.) 

…zhí  (MW) 

… (as actions or processes) …dùn  (verbal MW) 
… (as aeroplanes, cameras, etc.) …jiè  (MW) 
… (as an item, measure word used 
generally - form of gì ) 

…ge; …gì (MW) 

… (as an item, this measure word is used 
generally) 

…gì; …ge (MW) 

… (as articles of clothing, furniture, etc.) …jièn (MW) 
… (as brief events or conditions) … zhìn  (MW) 
… (as buildings) …dông (MW) 
… (as buildings) …suó  (MW) 
… (as built things, mountains) …zuô (MW) 
… (as bullets, etc.) …ké  (MW) 
… (as bunches of) … …shù …  (MW) 
… (as cans, e.g. of drink) … tíng … (MW) 
… (as chunks, sheets, or slices) …kuèi  (MW) 
… (as clouds, flowers) …duó  (MW) 
… (as complete process cycles of) …bièn (verbal MW) 
… (as copies of newspapers, scripts) …fìn  (MW) 
… (as couples, pairs of) …duð  (MW) 
… (as deals in business) …bï  (MW) 
… (as doses of Chinese medicine) …fù (MW) 
… (as drops, droplets of) …dí (MW) 
… (as facial gestures) …fù (MW) 
… (as families, establishments; 
companies) 

…jiå  (MW) 

… (as films, novels of) …bù  (MW) 
… (as flat items, board games) …pæn  (MW) 
… (as flat, smooth things) …mièn  (MW) 
… (as floors, storeys, layers, sheets of) …cêng  (MW) 
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(The ground floor counts as the first 
floor) 
… (as garlic bulbs) …tòu (MW) 
… (as groups of people, batches of 
products) 

…pí  (MW) 

… (as groups) …qön  (MW) 
… (as handfuls, bunches of, items 
handled) 

… bç (MW) 

… (as horses) …pî; pï  (MW) 
… (as horses) …pï; pî  (MW) 
… (as households) …hù  (MW) 
… (as illnesses, disasters, shows, debates) …chçng  (nominal MW) 
… (as images, pictures of, … copies of) 
— [an] illustration 

…fö (MW) 
— [yðfö] huè 

… (as items of music, poems, songs) …shóu  (MW) 
… (as kinds of, types of, sorts of) …zhóng  (MW) 
… (as kinds or types of things in general) …yèng  (MW) 
… (as lamps) …zhçn  (MW) 
… (as letters and telegrams of) …féng (MW) 
… (as lines of) …hæng  (MW) 
… (as long things, limbs, lives, reports, 
laws) 

…tiæo  (MW) 

… (as long, thin objects) …gén (MW) 
… (as machines, tools, performances) …tæi (MW) 
… (as meals) …dùn  (nominal MW) 
… (as news); … (as items of) …tiæo (MW) 
… (as number of people in a family or 
group; heads) 

…kóu  (MW) 

… (as occasions when a process occured) …chçng  (verbal MW) 
… (as occurences: colloquially, have a 
bash) 

…huî  (verbal MW) 

… (as orders, rows, courses of) …dèo (MW) 
… (as pairs of—paired things) …shuång  (MW) 
… (as parcels, packages of) …båo (MW) 
… (as parts or sections of) …duèn (MW) 
… (as passages of prose or verse) …jù  (MW) 
… (as people of reputation, name or 
fame) 

…mîng  (MW) 

… (as periodical issues) …qí  (MW) 
… (as periods or terms in education) …tæng  (MW) 
… (as persons - polite use: “good-, …wìi  (MW) 
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gentle-”) 
… (as planar things:flat, squarish) …-zhång (MW) 
… (as plants, trees) …ké (MW) 
… (as plates, layers, expanses, moods) …pièn  (MW) 
… (as portions, shares of) …fìn  (MW) 
… (as projects, tasks, needs, decisions) …xièng  (MW) 
 … (as public transport services) …bån (MW) 
… (as rooms) …jiån (MW) 
… (as rows of) …pæi  (MW) 
… (as scheduled transport services; 
journeys) 

…tèng  (MW) 

… (as sections of, of cells of) …jiê  (MW) 
… (as sessions, of academic years) …jiì (MW) 
… (as sets, outfits, suites) …tèo  (MW) 
… (as sets, pairs of) …fù  (MW) 
… (as ships) …sñu  (MW) 
… (as small round items, pills, grains, 
etc.) 

…lð  (MW) 

… (as some particular animals) …tòu (MW) 
… (as some particular round things) …tuæn  (MW) 
… (as spoken languages: speak a 
language) 

…kóu  (MW) 

… (as stacks; orderly piles) …luò (MW) 
… (as study courses, subjects) …mên  (MW) 
… (as things appearing small and round) …ké  (MW) 
… (as things spread: blankets, sheets) …chuæng  (MW) 
… (as things with a peak like hats or 
tents) 

…dïng (MW) 

… (as thoughts, suggestions of) …diçn (MW) 
… (as times, occasions) …cð (verbal MW; contrast chçng) 
… (as times: for brief actions) …xiè  (verbal MW) 
… (as trains, accidents, examinations) …cð (MW) 
… (as types of, sorts of) …lìi (MW) 
… (as vehicles, incl. bicycles) …lièng (MW) 
… (as vessel(s) of) …béi  (MW) 
… (as vocal sounds, calls, cries, screams) …shéng (verbal MW) 
… (as volumes or copies of books of) …cì  (MW) 
… (as volumes, of things bound) …bën (MW) 
… (as walls) 
— four walls 

…dø (MW) 
— sðdø qiæng 

… (as write-ups of, of articles of) …piån (MW) 
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… (continuing) even yet … ne 
… (groups, gangs of people esp. 
negatively) 

…huó  (MW) 

… (item having number … in the order) dðjï … 
… (trains) …liì (MW) 
10 Chinese feet; 3�3 metres zhèng 
10, 000; a very large number wèn 
15 minutes kì 
1st, 2nd, 3rd dð yí, dð êr, dð sån 
a yí (“yí” is normally used as “yî-” or “yð” 

with a measure word (MW) such as “-ge 
”, “-zhóng”, etc. ) 

a bar of … (chocolate, etc.) yîkuèi … (kuæi here is a MW) 
a bar of soap yðtiæo fêizèo (yðtiæo is a MW) 
a billion; 1,000,000,000 shîyð 
a bottle of … yðpîng … 
a burst of rain yðzhìn dè yø  (zhìn here is a MW) 
a clue xiènsuó  (MW is [yð]tiæo) 
a couple of; two of(measure; not the 
number) 

liçng- (method as for ‘yð-’: e.g. ‘liçngge’) 

a crowd of people yðqön rên 
a day later gê yðtiån zèi 
a fair amount of; no little; no lack of bùshço 
a felt-tipped pen zhåntòubï 
a few portions of lunch jïfìn wøfèn  (fìn here is a MW) 
a few Xs of units (where X is a numeral) jï X bù 
a four-course meal yóu sðdèo cèi de wøfèn (dèo is a MW) 
a fourth part of a whole; a quarter sðfénzhíyí 
a glass bñli béi 
a good number of; plenty of hçoxié 
a group of friends yðpí pêngyou  (pí here is a MW) 
a half; about a half; partly yîbèn 
a hoard of people yðhuó rên  (huó here is a MW) 
a hold compartment on a ship huôcång 
a hundred million; 100,000,000 yð 
a letter from læixðn 
a loan dèikuçn 
a locker; small depository xiço chö 
a long distance; long-distance chængtö 
a long time period chængqí 
a meeting; reunion; to meet with huðjièn 
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a musical instrument pîpa 
a pack [of] yðhê […] 
a pack [of]; a packet [of] yðbåo […] 
a package; bundle yðkøn 
a page yîyì 
a pair (as one object) yîfù 
a pair (set) yðshuång 
a pair of yí shuång 
a pair of yîduð (See also: yðshuång, yîfù) 
a pair of magazines liçngfìn zæzhð  (fìn here is a MW) 
a pair of roller skates yðshuång hènbíng xiê 
a pair of sheets liçngchuæng dån  (chuæng here is a MW) 
a pair of shoes yðshuång xiê 
a pair of shoes yðshuång xiê 
a pair of spectacles yîfù yçnjðng 
a parcel; package yðjièn båoguó 
a part (section, element, phase) yîbùfen 
a patch; plaster (for skin) gåoyèo 
a paw zhuçzi (MW is [yð]zhî ) 
a piece … (sheet or flat object, like paper) yðzhång … 
a piece of … (stringy object like string) yðgén … 
a piece of string yðgén xiènshêng 
a piece of; item of (object like furniture) yîjièn … (jièn is a MW) 
a pile; heap (disorderly) yðduí (duí is a MW) 
a quarrel; argument; to argue; quarrel zhéngchço 
a quarter (time) yî kì 
a ray of light yîdèo guångxièn  (dèo is a MW) 
a second (period of time) yð miço 
a shade (of colour) nòngdèn 
a shade of colour nòngdènsì (MW is [yð]zhóng) 
a sheet of glass yîkuèi bñli 
a sheet of paper (to write on) yðzhång zhï 
a shirt yîjièn chìnshæn  (jièn here is a MW) 
a short while yðhuï[r] 
a small amount; a little; some; a little yðdiçn[r]; yídiçn[r] 
a small amount; a little; some; a little (of) yídiçn[r]; yðdiçn[r] 
a song yðzhí gé (zhí here is a MW) 
a sort of steamed bun båozi 
a table yðzhång zhuñzi  (zhång is a MW) 
a truth; truth (considered abstractly) zhénlï 
a two-stringed musical instrument ìrhö 
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a war (whole process) yðchçng zhènzhéng  (chçng here is a MW) 
a wave lèng 
a; an yîge (etc.) (“ge” is a “measure word”   

  -“MW”. Study 24 shows more.) 
  Use yð before …à, …á, or …â, else yî 

a; an yð  (See: yí and yî) 
a; an; one  yî (See also yîge, etc.) 
a; an; one  yî ge (See also yîge, etc.) 
abacus suènpæn 
abandoned påozhõ-nçohôu 
abdomen fùbù 
ability bënshi 
ability; capability nênglð 
ability; gift; talent tiånfù 
ability; skill; capability bënlïng 
ability; skill; to have the ability to; can nêng; dèo 
ability; talent cæi 
ability; talent cæinêng 
able to see clearly kèndeqíngchu 
able to understand (when reading) kèndedóng 
about to …; just going to … jiång … 
about twelve o'clock shî'êr diçn zuóyôu 
about X (X is a number used 
descriptively) 

X læi ge 

about; approximately dègèi 
about; concerning guånyö 
about; concerning; regarding yóuguån 
about; on the subject of … guånyö … 
about; regarding; of ne 
above …; on top of … … zhíshèng 
above; on high shèngtou (See: shèngbian) 
above; over 
— [located] above 

shèngfång 
— [zèi] shèngfång 

above; upon 
 
— [located] above … 

shèngmièn (or shèngmian) (See: 
shèngbian) 
— [zèi] … shèngmièn 

abroad guòwèi 
abroad; overseas hçiwèi 
absent bö zèi 
absent quéxî 
absent from [meetings]; missing qué [jùhuð] 
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[meetings] 
absent; gone out; gone away chõqu; bö zèi 
absent; missing quédièo[de] 
absent; not gone mêi qù 
absent; not present; to be absent bö zèi 
absent; not turned up mêi læi 
absolutely must …; to insist on féi … bù kë 
absolutely no … génbën bù 
absolutely sure; convinced; positive quìxðn 
abstinence díjiøbùzhèn 
abstract chñuxièng de 
abuse juï 
academic faculty; college department xð 
academic term; semester xuêqí 
accent kóuyín 
accident shðgù (MW is [yî]cð ) 
accidentally; by chance óurænde 
accidentally; by chance; occasionally óuræn 
accommodation 
— [to look for] accommodation 

zhùchù 
— [zhço] zhùchù 

accommodation; rooming zhùsù 
accompanied; following génsuî 
according to one's liking; ideal röyð 
according to time; on time; punctual; 
punctually 

ènshî 

according to what? yï shênme? 
according to; in relation to; on the basis 
of 

ènzhèo 

according to; on the basis of èn 
according to; using (an instrument) yï 
account (in a bank) 
— [an] account 

zhènghù 
— [yîge] zhènghù (ge here is a MW) 

account; savings (deposited in a bank) cönkuçn 
accountant kuèijð 
accurate; certainly; accurately zhøn 
achievement; accomplishment chêngjiù 
achievement; accomplishment; success chêngjí 
acid; sour in taste; sore; aching; sad suån 
acquaintance shörên 
acquaintance (person) xiångshî de rên 
acquaintance; one known shörên 
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acrobatics zæjð 
across hêngguô 
across from 
— [located] across from … 

duðmièn 
— [zèi] … duðmièn 

act; deed jødông 
action xîngdông 
action; deed; conduct; to function as; use 
as 

zuôwêi 

action; movement xîngdông 
active force; power; motive dônglð 
active; dynamic; animated; lively huòyuì 
activity; action; activation; movement dôngzuô 
activity; exercise; to move around; 
exercise 

huòdông 

acts; conduct pïnxîng 
actuality; fact; facts; reality shîshð 
actually; as it goes; as a matter of fact shðshîshang 
actually; in reality; as a matter of fact shðshî 
acupuncture zhénjiø 
additional materials bøchñng cæilièo 
additionally; besides; moreover; in 
addition 

cïwèi 

additionally; moreover; to add extra jiåyï 
address dðzhï 
address zhùzhï 
adequate; sufficient; fairly; quite; rather gôu 
adjacent to; next to jïn'åi 
adult chêngrên 
adult; grown-up chêngniænrên 
adult; grown-up dèrên 
advance (money) yùfùkuçn 
advanced (technically experienced) xiånjðn 
advanced; high; higher (education) gåodëng 
advantage; benefit qïfå 
advantage[ous condition] yñushð tiæojièn 
advantageous; beneficial yóulð 
adventure 
— [an] adventure 

mèoxiçn 
— [yîcð] mèoxiçn  (cð here is a MW) 

adventurous; to take a risk mèoxiçn 
advertising; advertisement guçnggèo 
advice; counsel zhñnggèo 
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advice; recommendation quèn'gèo 
advice; recommendation; suggestion jiènyð 
advisor; supervisor zhïdço lçoshí 
advocacy; to advocate gøchuí 
aerial (device) tiånxièn 
aerobics zéngyçng jiènshén fç 
aeronautics; flight; aviation; carried by air hængkñng 
aeroplane; airplane féijí 
affirmative; positive; to affirm; confirm këndðng 
Afghanistan Åfùhèn 
afore-mentioned; above shèngbian 
afraid; frightened; nervous hèipè 
Africa Féizhñu 
African (person) Féizhñurên 
African (thing) Féizhñu de 
after yïhôu 
after …; later [zèi] … yïhôu 
after …; later; in future; afterwards; later [zèi] … yïhôu 
after all bðjðng 
after meals fèn hôu 
after meals fènhôu 
after… … hôu 
after…; later; behind … … zhíhôu 
aftermath; result; after-effect; 
consequence 

hôuguó 

afternoon; p.m.; period 3 p.m. to dusk xièwø 
afterwards; later hôulæi 
afterwards; subsequently; then rænhôu 
again zèicð 
again (already recurred) yôu  (See also: zèi for awaited recurrence) 
again (future); once again; further; still; 
even 

zèi  (See also: yôu for past recurrence) 

again and again; often; frequently wçngwçng 
again; afresh chòngxín 
against 
—(X against [the wall]—where X is a 
verb) 

kèozhe 
—kèozhe [qiæng] (X) 

against; to oppose; to fight against; 
combat 

fçnduð (See also: dïng, nð, kèo, yï) 

against; versus duð 
against; versus; to (game score) bï 
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agapê ågêpìi (See also: jíyö yuænzê de èi) 
age (of a person) niænjð 
age (of a person) niænlîng 
age 
— what is your age? (not older person or 
child) 

suð 
— nï duñshço suð le? 

aged 
— … years old 

suð 
— … suð 

aggressive; sharp jiènkì 
aggressive; sharp kéke; jiènkì 
ago 
— X ago (where X is a certain time 
period) 

yïqiæn 
— X yïqiæn 

ago; previously; formerly yïqiæn 
agreed! fine! yðjièn yízhð 
Agreed! Fine! zènchêng 
agreed; ‘Sure!’; ‘Well, …’ xîng 
agreement xiêdðng 
agreement; contract hêtòng 
agreement; pact; treaty tièoyué 
agreement; treaty; contract; date; 
appointment 

yué 

agriculture; farming nòng 
ah!  ooh!  oh! yå 
ahead; in front [zèi] … qiænbian 
ahead; in front 
— [located] in front of … 

qiænmièn (or: qiænmian) 
— [zèi] … de qiænmièn 

ahead; leading; frontal qiæntou de 
ahead; progress; movement ahead qiænjðn 
aid; assistance; support; to aid; assist; 
support 

zhíyuæn 

Aids; AIDS èizíbðng 
aim; objective; goal; partner duðxièng 
aim; objective; target; goal; purpose; 
object 

mùdð 

air (to post by air) hængkñng 
air conditioner; air conditioning kñngtiæo (=kñngqð tiæojiê qð) 
air hostess kñngzhñng xiçojië 
air pollution kñngqð wõrçn 
air; atmosphere (climatic) kñngqð 
air; fumes; breath; smell; to anger; to qð 
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fume 
airforce kñngjõn 
airmail hængkñng yòujièn 
airmail letter hængkñngxðn 
airport féijíchçng 
airport jíchçng 
alarm clock nèozhñng 
alarm; warning jïngbèo 
alarming; shocking; surprising jíngrên 
alcohol (chemically) jiøjíng 
alcohol abuse zôngjiø 
alcohol; alcoholic drink; wine; liquor jiø 
alcoholic spirits; hard liquor liìjiø 
alike; similar; like; to be like; resemble xiångsð 
alive; live; raw (uncooked); unripe; 
unrefined 

shéng 

alive; living; to be alive; live huò 
all (all day … all night) yí (yî rð … yî yì) 
all …; every …  suóyóude … 
all day zhëngtiån 
all day … all night yî rð … yî yì 
all kinds gìzhóng gìyèng de 
all of us; YOU all; everybody dèhuór 
all over the body hönshén 
all the best; regards; with best wishes cï zhð jðnglï 
all the best; regards; with best wishes cï zhð jðnglï 
all the time lçoshð 
all the time; always; in all situations zóngshð 
all thorough the day; from sunrise to 
sunset 

yð tiån dèo wçn 

all you need to do is …; just … … jiùshð le 
all; all there is; whatever one possesses suóyóu 
all; both; entirely; already dñu 
all; every fæn 
allocate (to allocate places; to arrange; to 
place) 

ånfèng 

almond xðngrên 
almost; approximately; nearly; about; 
around 

dèyué  (See also: zuóyôu) 

almost; nearly jíhõ 
almost; soon; quickly kuèi 



  

Pinyin Mandarin Introductory Course - Dictionary for Theocratic Use - English to Mandarin 
 

 

© B. J. Burford and E. J. Burford 2005-2013  14 www.jaspell.co.uk   10 May 2013 

alone gõjõn-zuôzhèn 
alone (on one's own, by oneself) yí ge rên 
alone; on one's own dözð; dözð de 
along with; in relation to; varying with suî 
along; alongside; beside yæn 
along; beside …; to follow along yænzhe … 
Alpha Å'érfç 
already yï 
already yïjíng 
also; and; too bðng 
also; likewise; too; even so; still yë 
also; too yë shð 
although … even so … suíræn … këshð (or: dènshð) … 
although; though suíræn 
altogether; in sum; in total yîgông 
always zôngshð 
always; ever lço (See lçoshð) 
always; in all cases; inevitably; anyway zóng 
amazed; astonished; surprised jíngyè 
amazed; surprised jíngqî 
amazing lðng rên jíngyè 
amazing lðngrên jíngyè 
ambassador dèshï 
ambience; atmosphere (mood) qðfén 
ambition (craving power) shéwèng; yëxín 
ambition (craving power) yëxín; shéwèng 
ambition (for success, progress) bèofù; xiòngxín (See also: yëxín, 

shéwèng) 
ambition (for success, progress) xiòngxín; bèofù (See also: yëxín, 

shéwèng) 
ambitious (for power) yóu shéwèng de; yóu yëxín de 
ambitious (for power) yóu yëxín de 
ambitious (for success, progress) yóu bèofù de (See also: yëxín, shéwèng) 
ambitious (for success, progress) yóu xiòngxín de (See also: yëxín, 

shéwèng) 
ambulance jiùhùché 
America Mëizhñu 
American (general things) Mëiguòde 
American (person from USA) Mëiguòrên 
American dollar; US dollar mëiyuæn 
American dollar; US dollar mëiyuæn 
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among …; between… … zhíjiån 
among whom; in which qîzhñng 
among 
— [located] among … 

zhí zhñng 
— [zèi] … zhí zhñng 

among; amid; within; outside 
— [located] among … 

zhí zhñng 
— [zèi] … zhí zhñng 

amongst; within; between jiån 
amount; quantity; number shùlièng 
ample; adequate chñngzö 
ample; powerful (evidence) chñngfìn 
amusement arcade diènzï yòuxð fæng 
amusement park yùlì chçng 
an (for written articles) 
— [an] article written; editorial; essay 

yðpiån (piån is a MW) 
— [yðpiån] wênzhång 

an able doctor nênggèn de yíshéng 
an action; step (esp. remedial measure) cuôshí 
an artist; painter (known as expert at art) huèjiå 
an event; occasion chçnghê 
an examination yîcð kçoshð  (cð here is a nominal MW) 
an eye yðzhí yçnjíng 
an inch yíngcùn 
analysis; to analyze fénxí 
ancient Chinese gøwên 
Ancient of Days (“A…”) wèn'gø chængzèi zhë 
ancient times; ancient gødèi 
ancient; handed down from ancient times; 
old 

gølço 

ancient; old-fashioned; classical gø 
and gén 
and (joining nouns or noun phrases) jî 
and (joining two verbs or  adjectives) 
{(adverb of manner) X} {(verb)Y } 

êr (… êr …) 
{(X) … (Y)} 

and not; but not êr 
and then; and after that còng'êr 
and what about …? and what of …? … ne? 
and where is …? … ne? 
and; as well as; with (linking similar 
parties) 

hê 

and; not only X but also Y; moreover bðng 
and; what is more; in addition; moreover êrqië 
angel tiånshï 
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anger qðfìn 
anger; fury; angry; furious nù 
anger; ire; angry; irate; cross shéngqð 
anger; wrath; indignation; angry; wrathful fìnnù 
angry shénqð 
animal dôngwù 
ankle huæi 
ankle huæiguånjiê 
ankle jiçobòzi 
announce to the public gñngbù 
announcement to the public tñnggèo  (MW is [yð]zhång) 
annoyed; upset èonço 
annoying; disgusting; to dislike; detest tçoyèn 
anointed [ones] shôugèo [fìn zi] 
anonymous bù zhímîng 
another cup? (to drink)  zèi hé yðbéi …? 
another one; the same again zèi yí [ge] (ge here is a MW: adapt to 

suit) 
another one; the same again zèi yí [ge] (ge here is a MW: adapt to 

suit) 
answer (formal); reply; response dæfù 
answer sheets dæjuèn 
answer(s) dæ'èn 
answer; reply; response (oral) huîdæ 
answer; response; to answer; respond xiçngyðng 
answering machine 
— [an] answering machine 

lùyín diènhuè 
— [yðtæi] lùyín diènhuè (tæi is a MW) 

anthropology rênlìixuê 
antibiotics kèngshéngsù 
antique; relic; memento wênwù 
antiques gøwæn 
anxious; concerned; worried zhæojî 
anxious; eager jíqiì 
anxious; eager jîqiì 
any … (negative); whatever … rìnhê … 
any one of them; either rìnhê yí ge 
any X; whatever X nç X dñu 
anyone; anybody; anything rìnhê … 
anything rìnhê shð 
anyway fçnzhìng 
anywhere rìnhê dðfang 
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apart xiånggê 
apart from (as well as) X, Y also Z (Z: 
verb) 

chö[le] X yïwèi, Y hæi Z 

apart from X, the remainder of Y Z (Z: 
verb) 

chö[le] X yïwèi, Y dñu Z 

ape yuænrên 
apostates pèndèo 
apostle shïtö 
apparatus (laboratory apparatus) yîqð 
apparently mîngxiçnde 
apparently; as it seems; to appear; seem fçngfö 
apparently; as it seems; to seem; appear to 
be 

sðhõ 

appartment block gñngyùlòu  (MW is [yî]zhuèng) 
appear; come into view xiçnxièn 
appearance; look; countenance; looks miènmèo 
appetite shîyù 
appetite wìikóu 
applause; clapping; to applaud; clap 
hands 

gøzhçng 

apple pîngguó 
appliance qðjù (MW is [yî]jièn 
appliance; equipment; kit; gear yôngjù  (MW is [yî]jièn) 
application form shénqïngbiço 
application; to apply (for something) shénqïng 
application; use; to use; apply; applied; 
used 

yðngyông 

application; use; utilisation; 
implementation 

yôngchõ 

appointed jðdðng 
appointed member; designated official wëiyuæn 
appointed times of the nations liìguò de jðdðng shîqí 
appointment yùyué 
appointment; meeting; engagement yuéhuð 
approaching; near to; close to; 
approximately 

jiéjðn 

appropriate; proper; appropriately; 
properly 

tuódèng 

appropriate; suitable xiångdång 
approval yuìnè 
approved yuìnè de 
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approximately …; about …; … or so … zuóyôu 
approximately; about yué 
apricot xðng 
apt; likely; simple; easy ròngyð 
Arabia Ålåbò 
Aramaic Ålåmïyø 
arbitrator; referee zhôngcæirên (MW is [yð]mîng) 
architect jiènshí 
architect jiènzhùshí 
architecture; building; structure jiènzhù 
are you alright? (have you a health 
problem?) 

nï mêi shðr ba? 

area code yòuzhìng biånmç 
area code; postcode yòuzhìng biånmç 
area; district; locality; region; zone dðdèi 
area; surface area miènji 
arena; stage; platform for performers wøtæi 
Argentina Ågéntîng 
argument; quarrel; row chçojiè 
argument; quarrel; row chçozuï 
argumentation; reason (cause, ground) lïyòu 
ark yué 
arm (limb) gébo 
armament; arms; weapon wøqð 
armchair föshóuyï 
armed wøzhuång de 
armed force; army jõnduð 
armed forces; the military; the army jõn 
arms; bosom; harbour; to harbour; cherish  huæi 
army lùjõn 
around the world 
— [to go] around the world 

wêirèo shðjiì 
— wêirèo shðjiì [qù] 

around; near to 
— located [around …] 

zhì yídèi 
—zèi [… zhì yídèi] 

around; round huænrço 
arrange (to arrange; to fix up; to organize; 
to plan) 

ånpæi 

arrange (to arrange; to organize; to plan) ånpæi 
arrange (to arrange; to place) ånfèng 
arrangement (arranging; organizing) ånpæi 
arrival; to arrive; to reach somewhere dèodæ 
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arrogant; proud; haughty èomèn 
arrow (mark) jièntòu 
art gallery mëishùguçn 
article written; editorial  
— [an] article 

wênzhång  
— [yðpiån] wênzhång 

artificial rên'gñngde 
artificial; false; dummy; fake jiç 
artificial; man-made rênzèo 
artist yðshùjiå 
artistic work; literary piece zuôpïn 
arts and crafts gñngyð mëishù 
arts and humanities (field of study) rênwên xuêké 
as a result; consequently; thus yöshð 
as before; still; yet yíræn 
As for X, well, Y. (marks pause for 
thought) 

X ma, Y. 

as it came about originally; as it turns out yuænlæi 
as soon as possible; as quickly as possible jðn kuèi 
as soon as; right away; straight after jiù 
as the limit; at the latest wêizhï 
as the limit; at the maximum wêizhï 
as to; as regards; as for zhðyö 
as well as; along with; and yïjî 
as; being zuôwêi 
as; now; now that; since; because jð 
as; now; now that; since; because jðræn; (See also: yínwìi, suóyï ) 
as; since; because of yínwei … 
as; since; because of; as a result of … yínwìi …; yínwei … 
ash (tobacco, etc.) yånhuí 
ash; ashes huíjín 
ash; ashes; dust; grey; ashen huí[jðn] 
ashamed (feeling of shame) haðsèo 
ashamed; embarrassed 
— [to feel] ashamed 

cænkuð 
— [gçndèo] cænkuð 

ashes of a dead body gøhuí 
ashtray yånhuígång 
Asia Yèzhñu 
Asian (person) Yèzhñurên 
Asian (things in genereal) Yèzhñude 
asleep shuðzhe 
aspirin åsípïlîn 
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assembly hall; hall; auditorium; theatre lïtæng 
assembly hall; meeting place huðchçng 
assembly; convention; meeting (large) dèhuð 
assessment; decision; judgement pènduèn 
assist (to assist); to help bång 
assistance; help bångmæng 
assistance; help; to assist; help bångzhù; bångzhu 
assistance; to assist xiêzhù 
assistant zhùshóu 
assistant; housestaff; waiter; waitress föwùyuæn 
associate; partner (spouse); companion huóbèn 
association; gathering; society xiêhuð 
at ([at the time] when …) de (… de shîhou) 
at a set distance apart gê 
at an interval of time later gê 
at dawn lîmîngshî 
at home zèi jiå 
at home zèi jiå 
at least qïmç 
at midday zèi zhìngwø 
at midnight zèi wøyì 
at once; immediately; right now mçshèng 
at once; without delay; promptly liænmæng 
at one time; together; simultaneously yðqî 
at present; currently; now mùqiæn 
at present; nowadays; now dångjín 
at public expense gñngfìi 
at the last moment; at the time lînshî 
at the latest zuð chî 
at the right time jîshî 
at the same time; meanwhile tòngshî 
at the time when …; during…; while … … de shîhou 
at this moment in the middle of X (a 
process) 

zhìngzèi 

at this moment; presently; momentarily yçnqiæn 
at 
— [located] at 

mian 
— [zèi] … mian 

at; in; on; zèi 
at; in; on; by; from; to; than (especially 
dates) 

yö 

athlete; player yùndôngyuæn 
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athletics record jðlù 
Atlantic Dèxíyæng 
ATM qøkuçnjí 
atmosphere (air) dèqð 
attack (war) gñngjí 
attack; offensive; to attack jðn'gñng 
attack; sudden assault tõjí 
attempt; try; to attempt; try qïtö 
attentive to detail; meticulous zïxð 
attentively; fully focussed zhuånxín 
attic fændïngshð 
attic gêlòu 
attitude to one another shðtèi-rênqîng 
attitude; manner; posture tèidu 
attractive yóu xíyïnlð de 
au pair; help; maid bånggñng 
au pair; help; maid bångshóu 
auburn coloured jín zôngsì de 
auctioned off påimèidèo 
audience (hearers) tíngzhông 
audience; observer; spectator; watcher guånzhông (See also: tîngzhông) 
audio recording lùyín 
August Båyuì 
aunt; father's sister gõgu 
aunt; wife of father's elder brother bòmø 
auntie (nanny; baby-sitter) åyî 
auntie; nanny; baby-sitter åyî 
Australia Èodèlðyè 
Australia Èozhñu 
Australian (See: German: of, person) Èodèlðyè [-de|-rên] (See: Dê) 
Austria Èodðlð 
Austrian (See: German: of, person) Èodðlð [-de|-rên] (See: Dê) 
author; literary writer wênxuêjiå 
authority (persons in charge) quænwéi 
authority; expert; old hand tñng 
authority; power; controlling position quænlð 
authority; power; right quæn 
automatic; self-motivated; voluntary zðdông 
automatically; of own initiative; 
voluntarily 

zðdông 

automaton; robot jíqð rên 
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autumn; fall qiõtiån 
available kë huôdê de 
available by purchase mçi de dèo 
available by purchase; can be bought nêng mçidèo 
available for use; accessible for use këyï yông 
average; mediocre; passable; so-so yíbån 
award jiçng[pïn] 
award jiçngpïn 
aware (knowing about) yðshîdèo 
awareness yðshî 
awareness of; realization; knowledge 
(facts) 

liçojië 

awareness; consciousness juêwù 
away ( to X away; to X off—where X is a 
verb) 

kåi (X kåi) 

away (to X away; to X off—X is a verb) X qù 
away (X away; X off—where X is a verb)  X jðnqu 
away (X away; X off—X is a verb) …pço 
away on business chõchåile 
awesome huíhuæng 
awful (rubbish work, performance) zåotôu [le] 
awful; terrible; fear-inspiring; shocking këpè 
awkward; embarrassed (feeling) gån'gè 
awkward; embarrassed; to cause difficulty 
for 

wêinæn 

awkward; giving a problem jðshóu 
axe føtòu  (MW is [yî]bç ) 
axe føzi  (MW is [yî]bç ) 
baby; infant yíng'êr 
Babylon the Great Dè-Båbïlön 
baby-sitter (nanny; auntie) åyî 
back cover féngdï 
back door hôumên 
back passage of abdomen gångmên 
back to front fçn 
background; personal history lýlð 
backward[s] xiènghôu 
bacon xiæn zhõrôu 
bacteria; germs bðngjõn 
bacteria; germs xðjõn 
bad zåo 
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bad (of “bad luck”; “unlucky”) dçomêide 
bad smell; odour chôuqð 
bad smell; odour chôuwìi 
badger huån  (MW is [yð]zhí ) 
badminton; shuttlecock yømæoqiö 
bag dèizi 
bag; parcel; bundle båo 
bakery miènbåodièn  (MW is [yð]jiå) 
balance (equilibrium) pînghêng 
balanced; level; horizontal pîng 
balcony yængtæi 
bald guångtõde 
bald tõdïng 
bald tõtòu[de] 
ball (as used in Chinese medicine) wænr 
ball (used in Chinese medicine) wæn[r] 
ball; ball game; globe; sphere; the earth qiö 
ballet bålêiwø 
balloon qðqiö 
ball-point pen; biro yuænzhõbï 
bamboo zhözi 
banana; bananas xiångjiåo 
band (musicians) yuìduð 
band (strip) dèizi (MW is [yð]gén) 
band; ribbon; belt; tyre; zone; region; area dèi 
bandage béngdèi 
bank (for money) yînhæng (MW is [yî]jiå ) (See: hê; xuëkù) 
bank (of a river) hê'èn 
bank holiday gñngjièrð 
bank; shore; seaside; coast èn 
bank; slope pñ 
banner; flag qîzi 
banner; slogan kóuhèo 
Baptizer Shíjðnzhë 
bar (for serving drinks) jiøbå 
bar (on a window or cage) zhèlan 
barbecue shåokço yëcån (MW is [yî]cð ) 
barber lïfèdièn 
bare tree guångtõtõ de shù 
bargain (good deal) jiåoyð  (MW is [yð]bï ) 
bargain price [chølï] jiègê 
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bark (of a tree) shùpî 
barn gøcång 
barrel; bucket; keg; firkin tóng 
barren pînjîde 
baseball (game) bènqiö 
-based biånxië 
basic law; natural pattern guílþ 
basic; elementary; fundamental jíbën 
basic; fundamental; elementary jíchø 
basis (on the basis of); per; by; according 
to 

èn 

basis (on the basis of; according to; in 
relation to) 

ènzhèo 

basis; element; root; foundation; base jíchø 
basis; grounds; fundamental reason génjù 
basket lænzi 
basketball lænqiö 
bat (for games) qiöbèng 
bat (mammal) biånfö 
bat; raquet påi[zi] 
bat; raquet påizi 
bathrobe yùyí 
bathroom xïzçojiån 
bathroom; shower room; washroom yùshð 
bathtub yùgång 
bathtub yùpên 
battle zhèndôu 
battle zhèng 
bay hçiwån 
be hungry; got hunger ì le 
be hungry; got hunger ìle 
be sure to X … (X is another verb) qiånwèn X … 
beach hçitån 
-beach -tån 
beach; seashore; coast hçi'èn 
beach; seashore; seaside hçibiån 
beam of light 
— [a] beam of light 

guång  
— [yîdèo] guång 

beam of light 
— [a] beam of light 

guång 
— [yîshù] guång 

beam; joist liæng (MW is [yð]gén) 
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bean dôu; dôuzi 
beancurd; tofu dôufu 
bear (animal) xiòng  (MW is [yð]zhí ) 
bear witness zuô jiènzhìng 
beard höxõ 
beard; moustache hözi 
beautiful; attractive; pretty (said of 
women) 

pièoliang 

beautiful; good quality; perfection; beauty mëi 
beautiful; graceful; exquisite (location) yñumëi 
beautiful; pretty (things, places) mëilð [de]; yñumëi 
beauty mëilð 
because {of} (linking the cause of an 
action with the action itself) 

êr 

because of being shénwêi 
bed chuæng 
bedding bìirù 
bedroom wôshð 
bedsheet chuængdån 
bedsheet dån 
bee; wasp féng 
beef niörôu 
beer pîjiø 
beet[root] tiæncèi 
before … mêiyóu … yïqiæn 
before …; before; in the past [zèi] … yïqiæn 
before meals fèn qiæn 
before meals fènqiæn 
Before our Common Era (BCE) Gñngyuænqiæn 
before[hand] …; prior to …; in front of 
… 

… zhíqiæn 

beforehand; in advance; early tîqiæn 
beforehand; previously; in advance; 
earlier 

shðxiån 

beggar qïgèi 
beginner chõxuêzhë 
beginning; opening kåitòu 
beginning; start kåiduån 
beginning; to begin; start kåishï 
behaviour; expression biçoxièn 
behind hôu 
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— [located] behind … — [zèi] … hôu 
behind 
— [located] behind … 

hôubian 
— [zèi] … hôubian 

behind the times; backward; to fall behind luôhôu 
behind; after; later 
— [located] behind … 

hôumian 
— [zèi] … hôumian 

behind; to the rear of; at the back of bìihôu 
Beijing; Peking Bëijíng 
bell lîng 
bell; clock; clock time zhñng 
belly stomach; tummy dùzi 
belongings cæiwù 
belongings; whatever one has suóyóuwù 
below …; under … … zhíxiè 
below; beneath; under dïxia 
below; down; under 
— [located] below; down 

xièbian  
— [zèi] … xièbian 

below; down; under 
— [located] below; down 

xièmian  (See: xièbian) 
— [zèi] … xièmian 

below; under; underneath; with 
— [located] below … 

xièmian (See: xièbian) 
— [zèi] … xièmian 

below; underneath; following yïxiè 
below; underneath; under 
— [located] below … 

xièbian 
— [zèi] … xièbian 

belt yåodèi 
belt (mechanical) pîdèi 
bench chængdìng 
bend; curve zhuçnwån 
beneath; under; below … [zèi] … yïxiè 
benefit; advantage; good point hçochù 
benefit; advantages; cheap; inexpensive piænyi 
benefit; interest lðyð 
benefits; relief bðyð 
berth; sleeping bay; compartment wôpù 
beside; by (the side of) 
— [located] beside 

pæng  
— [zèi] … pæng] 

beside; by (the side of)  
— [located] beside 

pængbiån]  
— [zèi] … pængbiån] 

beside; by (the side of) [zèi] … pængbiån 
beside; by; by the side of 
— [located] beside … 

zèi [… pæng] 
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beside; by; by the side of 
— [located] beside … 

zèi [… pængbiån] 

besides; moreover kuèngqië 
besides; with this tòngshî 
besiege wêikùn 
best wishes liænghço zhùyuèn 
best wishes zhù 

— “zhù hço” 
best; ought really; had better; should zuðhço 
best; the best zuð hço [de] 
better gëng hço de 
better gìnghço 
better than … bï … hço 
better; rather better; preferable bïjièo hço 
between; amid; amongst 
— [located] between 

zhñngjiån 
— [zèi] zhñngjiån 

beyond …; outside …; without yïwèi 
beyond; on the far side of 
— [located] beyond … 

nè bian 
— [zèi] … nè bian 

bias; prejudice; favouritism piånjièn 
Bible; scriptures Shìngjíng 
bicycle lane zðxîngché dèo 
bicycle pump dçqðtóng 
bike; bicycle zðxîngché 
bill zhèngdèn 
bill; itemized list; separately; discretely dån 
billion shî yð (See also: shîyí ) 
biology shéngwùxuê 
bird niço  (MW is [yð]zhí ) 
birds' nest yènwñ 
birthday shéngrð 
birthday (“happy birthday”) shéngrð kuèilì 
birthplace chõshéng dð 
biscuit; cookie; cracker bïnggån 
bitter køde 
bitter; painstakingly; diligently kø 
black beans dôuchï 
black colour[ed] héisì [de] 
black pepper héi höjiåo 
black tea hòng chæ 
black; dark héi [de] 



  

Pinyin Mandarin Introductory Course - Dictionary for Theocratic Use - English to Mandarin 
 

 

© B. J. Burford and E. J. Burford 2005-2013  28 www.jaspell.co.uk   10 May 2013 

blackberry héimêi 
blackboard; chalk board héibçn 
blackcurrants héi pötaogån 
blade (of a cutter) dåokóu 
blade (of a cutter) dçorìn 
blade of grass cçopièn (MW is [yî]yì) 
blank; stiff; dim-witted dåi 
blanket; carpet; rug tçnzi 
blessing; happines; good fortune fö 
blessings dèdè 
blind mæng 
blind (visually impaired) shímîng 
blind; visually impaired xiå 
blink yçnjíng 
blister påo; pèo 
blister pèo; påo 
block kuèi  (MW is [yî]dè) 
blond coloured; blonde coloured jín sì de 
blood xuì 
blood xuìyì 
blood pressure xuìyå 
blood vessel xuìguçn 
bloodbank xuëkù (MW is [yî]ge) (See: hê; yînhæng) 
blouse ný chìnshån 
blue læn [de] 
blue colour[ed] lænsì [de] 
blue; green qíng 
board; plank mùbån (MW is [yî]kuèi) 
body temperature tïwén 
body weight tïzhông 
boiled zhøfìile 
boiled egg zhø jídèn 
boiled water kåishuï 
boiler guñlö 
bold dèdçn 
bold; daring; very confident gçn 
bomb zhèdèn  (MW is [yð]ké ) 
bone götou 
bone gøtou 
book  
— [a] book 

shõ  
— [yðbën] shõ 
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book bag; school bag; satchel shõbåo 
Book of Daniel Dènyïlïshõ 
book rack; bookcase; bookshelf shõjiè 
bookmark; marker shõqiån 
bookstore; bookshop shõdièn 
boot (footwear) xuézí  (MW is [yð]zhí ) 
boots (a pair) yðshuång xuézí  ([yð]shuång is a MW ) 
border; boundary biånjiì 
border; edge biånyuæn 
bored (fed up by boredom) yènfæn 
boring (makes one bored) lðng rên yènfæn 
boring; uninteresting; pointless meî yðsi 
botanic gardens zhîwùyuæn 
both duð 
both liçng ge 
both … and … yôu … yôu … 
both eyes shuång yçn 
both sides shuångfång 
both X and Y jð X yë Y; jð X yôu Y 
both X and Y; on one hand X, on the 
other Y 

yôu X yôu Y 

both; double; twin-; dual … shuång … 
bothered; fed up with; tired of; sick of fæn le 
bottle pîngzi 
bottle opener pîngqïzi 
bottle; jar pîng 
bottom (of a page) xièduån 
bottom; next; below xiètou  (See: xièbian) 
bottom; underside; base dï 
bow (arched strung implement) gñngzi 
bowl wçn 
bowl; basin; tub; pot pên 
bowling (game) bçolîngqiö 
box xiång 
box (of cardboard) hêzi 
boxing (sport) quænjí 
boy nænhæir 
boy nænhæizi 
boyfriend nænpêngyou 
bracelet shóuzhuò 
brain nço 
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brain; brains; intelligence; mind; head nçozi 
brain; brains; mind tòunço 
brain; mind nçojín 
brake zhæ 
brake zhðdongqð 
brake; to brake shåzhù 
brakes zhå 
branch zhí 
branch (of a bank) fénhæng 
branch (of a bank) yîngyìbù 
branch (of a river) zhíliö  (MW is [yð]tiæo ) 
branch of a departmental store féndièn 
brand mark; trademark pæi 
brand name mîngpæi 
brandy bæilændð jiø 
brass wind instrument; horn; loud speaker lçbå 
brazier røzhèo 
bread miènbåo 
bread roll miènbåojuçn 
breakfast zçocån 
breakfast; morning meal zçofèn 
breasts (females') røfæng (See also: xiñngpø: males' breast) 
breathing; respiration; breath; to breathe hõxí 
breeze wéiféng 
brick zhuån 
bride xínniæng 
bridegroom xínlæng 
bridge qiæo[liæng] 
brief (in content) jiçnduçn 
brief (of short in duration) duçnzènde 
briefcase gñngwênbåo 
briefcase shóutîbåo 
briefs sånjiçokù 
bright; magnificent cènlèn 
bright; well-lit; clear to understand mînglièng 
brightness; light; beam; ray; glory guång 
Bring two volumes of X (e.g. “Insight”) dèilæi liçngcì X (cì here is a MW) 
British pound (money); pound sterling yíngbèng 
broad; wide; broad-minded; liberal kuån 
broadcast guçngbñ 
broadcaster; announcer guçngbñyuæn 
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broadcasting station; radio station guçngbñ dièntæi 
broadcasting tower tæi 
broccoli xílænhuåcèi 
brochure xiço cìzi (MW is [yð]bën) 
broken (bones, etc.) zhêduènle 
broken off duènkåi 
broken off fénkåile 
broken; not working; bad; spoiled; off huèi 
broken; won't work properly; off (gone 
bad) 

huèile; huèi le 

bronze qíngtòng 
broom sèozhou 
brother dðxiong; xiñngdð 
brother(s) xiñngdð 
brotherhood dðxiong-tuæntï 
brothers and sisters; siblings xiñngdð jiëmìi 
brother's daughter; niece zhîný 
brother's son; nephew zhî'êr 
brother's son; nephew zhîzi 
brown zòngsì 
brown colour[ed] hìsì[de] 
bruise qíngzhóng 
brush shuåzi 
brush; pen; brush stroke bï 
brush; to brush; scrub; paint; paste up shuå[zi] 
brush; to brush; scrub; paint; paste up shuåzi 
brutal; cruel; brutality; cruelty  cænkù 
bucket shuïtóng 
Buddhism Fòjièo 
Buddhist (in general) Fòjièode 
Buddhist (people) Fòjièotö 
building dèlòu 
building (something built) jiènzhùwù 
building; house; room fængzi 
bull; ox gñngniö  (MW is [yð]tòu) 
bullet zïdèn  (MW is [yð]ké ) 
bulletin of news; information bulletin gñngbèo 
bully qífu 
bully qíwø 
bundle; to bundle; tie in a bundle køn 
burden; load; task dènzi 
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burglar qiìzêi 
burglar alarm fængdèo bèojïngqð 
burglar alarm fængdèo jïngbèoqð 
burglar alarm fængdèo jïngbèoqð 
burglary dèoqiì èn (MW is [yð]qï ) 
Burma Miçndièn 
Burmese (See: German- of, person, 
lang…) 

Miçndièn[-de|-rên|-wên|-yø] (See: Dê) 

burn injury shåoshång 
burned down shåohuï 
burned down; burned out bìi shåohuï 
burned down; burned out shåotå 
bus (lit. public together steam vehicle) gñnggông qðché 
bus or train stop or station (vehicle stand) chézhèn 
bus shelter (at a bus stop) gònggông qðché hôuchétîng 
bus stand; bus station; bus stop qðchézhèn 
bus stop gñnggông qðché zhèn 
bush guènmùcòng 
business shéngyi 
business activities; professional work yìwù 
business; commerce; trade mçimai 
business; enterprise qïyì 
business; trade; commerce; commercial shångyì 
businessperson shångrên 
busy (doing something) mængguó 
busy doing X; busy X-ing mængzhe X 
busy; busy doing mæng 
but for; if it were not for; if … didn't 
happen 

yèobushi 

But it is! = No!; that's not the case! 
(faulting a negative suggestion) 

shðde!; (bù!) 

but oh! åi 
but; however dènshð; këshð 
but; however; nevertheless; just; merely; 
only 

böguô 

but; however; yet këshð;  dènshð 
but; nevertheless dèn[shð] 
butter huængyòu 
butter huængyòu 
butterfly hödiê 
buttocks pðgu 
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button kôu 
button (on clothes) niøkôu 
button (on equipment) diçnniø 
button; to button; fasten; reduce; detain kôuzi 
by (e.g. He was told by me) bìi (e.g. Tå bìi wó gèosu le) (See: bç) 
by (near to) [zèi] … yðn 
by … (by the agent in passive expression) gëi … 
by … (by the agent in passive expression) jièo … 
by a large quantitiy dèlièng 
by chance; by coincidence côuqiço 
by chance; happen to; coincidentally pìngqiço 
by the way shùnbièn wìn yíxiè 
by way of còng … yèngzi kènlæi 
by; by the side of; beside 
— [located] by the side of … 

zèi [… pængbiån] 

byway; small lane xiço xièng 
C.V. (curriculum vitae) jiçnlð  (MW is [yî]fìn) 
cabbage juçnxíncèi 
cafê kåféi guçn 
cafeteria; canteen; dining hall shîtæng 
cake; pastry dèn'gåo 
cake; pastry gåodiçn (MW is [yî]kuèi) 
calculated wrongly suèn-cuô le 
calculator jðsuènqð 
calendar rðlð 
call; bark; yelp; cry jièo 
call; summoning appeal; to call summon hèozhèo 
called; named mîng jièo 
calligraphy shõfç 
calm (attitude) zhìnjðng 
calm down (to calm down; to stabilize) åndðng 
calm peaceful; quiet pîngjðng 
calm weather pîngjðng 
calm; quiet; peaceful (location) nîngjðng 
calm; stable; certainly; surely; definitely dðng 
Cambodia Gåomiæn 
Cambodia Jiçnpøzhèi 
Cambodian (See: German- of, person, 
lang…) 

Jiçnpøzhèi[-de|-rên|-wên|-yø] (See: Dê) 

Cambodian (See: German: of, person, 
lang.) 

Gåomiæn [-de|-rên|-wên|-yø] (See: Dê) 
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camcorder shìxièngjí (MW is [yî]jiè) 
camel luôtou (MW is [yð]tòu) 
camera zhèoxièngjí 
camp yëyîng 
camp site yîngdð 
campus; school field; school yard xièoyuæn 
can buy (afford) … mçi de qï … 
can do in the time available læidejî 
can sell mèi de chõ 
can sell mèi de chõ (See: mèi bù chõ: can't sell) 
can sell mèi de chõ 
can support financially gñng de qï 
can; know how to nêng; huð 
can; may nêng 
can; may; to have permission to …; be 
able to 

këyï … 

can; tin guèntòu 
can; to be able cæinêng 
can; to be able to accomplish; to manage dèo 
can; to be able to; to know how to huð; nêng 
can; to be competent to; to be able to nênggôu 
Canada Jiånædè 
cancer æi 
candle lèzhö 
cannon; artillery; ordnance pèo 
cannot buy (afford) … mçi bù qï … 
cannot do in the time available læibujî 
cannot sell mèi bù chõ (See also: mèi de chõ: can 

sell) 
cannot sell mèi bù chõ 
cannot sell mèi bù chõ 
Canton (province) Guçngdñng 
Cantonese (language) Guçngzhñuhuè 
cap; hat mèozi 
capital (of a country) shóudõ 
captain of a ship chuænzhçng 
captive; prisoner fölø 
car accident 
— [a] car accident 

chéhuô 
— [yîcð] chéhuô  (cð here is a MW) 

car boot xînglixiång 
car park tîngchéchù 
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card; playing cards; dominoes; sign; 
board 

pæi 

cardboard yðngzhïbçn 
cards (game) pùkìpæi 
care (to care about; to mind) zèihu 
care (to care about; to mind) 
— not to care enough 

zèihu 
— bö zèihu 

care; concern; attention guånxín  
career; profession; enterprise; projected 
role 

shðyì 

Careful! xiçoxín! 
careful; wary xiçoxín 
carefully; in detail; meticulously zïxð 
careless; hard hearted; thoughtless cõxín 
careless; sloppy mçhu 
careless; so-so mçmçhõhõ 
carpet dðtçn 
carrot höluòbo 
carve (to carve; to inscribe) kì 
carving diåokìpïn 
case; box hê 
case; cover; wrap; sheath tèo 
case; trunk; box; suitcase xiångzi 
cash xiènjín 
cassette hêshð cîdèi 
castle chêngbço (MW is [yî]zuô) 
casual; random; convenient; careless suî 
casually; randomly; as convenient; freely suîbièn 
cat måo 
Catholic (in general about Catholic 
religion) 

Tiånzhøjièode 

Catholic (people) Tiånzhøjièotö 
Catholic (religion) Tiånzhøjièo 
cattle; ox; cow niö 
cauliflower huåcèi 
cause; ground yuænyín 
cause; origin; root gén; gényuæn 
cautious; wary xiçoxínde 
cave yændông 
cave (in a mountain) shåndông 
cave; hole; pit dông 
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CD guångdiê 
CD guångpæn 
CD-ROM guångpæn yuìdöqð 
ceiling tiånhuåbçn 
celebrate birthdays guô shéngri 
celebrate the New Year guô niæn 
celebration; to celebrate qðngzhù 
celery qîncèi 
cement shuïnî 
cemetery gñngmù 
cent; fen; point fén 
Centigrade shìshidù 
centigrade shìshð 
centimetre gñngfén 
centimetre lîmï 
central; nuclear hêxín de 
centralized; pooled; concentrated jîzhñng 
centre; middle; core; in; amid; among zhñng 
centre; middle; core; midst zhñngjiån 
century shðjð 
ceremony diçnlï 
certain; particular; specified; definite; 
proper 

yîdðng 

certain; sure yídðng 
certain; true; reliable quìshî 
certain; unavoidable; inexorable; 
inevitable 

bðræn 

certainly to X (X is a verb) shð X 
certainly! dångræn këyï 
certainly; definitely yîdðng 
certainly; indeed; however; but kë 
certainly; indeed; really; truly; actually quìshî 
certificate zhìngshõ 
chain liènzi (MW is [yð]tiæo) 
chair yïzi 
chair; chairman; chairperson zhøxî 
chalk fënbï 
challenge; to challenge; challenge to a 
contest 

tiçozhèn 

champagne xiångbínjiø 
champion guènjõn 
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change; transformation; to vary; change biènhuè 
chapter piån 
chapter; section; regulations; rules zhång 
character (in a story); personal figure rênwù 
character (in Chinese writing); word zð 
character tones (in Chinese Mandarin) shéngdièo 
character; personality; temperament xðnggê 
charges; fee; fees fìi 
cheat (a cheat) piènzi 
cheater (a cheater) piènzi 
check in (registration) bènlï zhùdièn shóuxù 
check out (registration) bènlï lîdièn shóuxù 
checking in procedures zhùdièn shóuxù 
cheek miènjiæ 
Cheers!  “Bottoms up!” (toasting)  gånbéi! 
cheese nçilèo 
cheese rølèo 
chemical … (reaction, etc.) huèxuê … 
chemistry huèxuê 
cheque; check zhípièo  (See also: qiån ) 
chequered; checked (pattern) fånggêde 
cherish (to cherish; to treasure; to protect; 
to care for) 

aðhù 

cherry yíngtæo 
chess guòjð xièngqî 
chest (of body); breast xiñngqiång 
chest; breast xiñng 
chestnut lðzi 
chewing gum kóuxiångtæng 
chicken jí 
chicken (meat) jírôu 
chicken feet féngzhço 
chicken's egg jídèn 
chief; main; principal; most important zhøyèo 
chiefly; mainly; principally; most 
importantly 

zhøyèode 

child xiçohæi[r] 
child; children xiçopêngyóu 
child; infant yôu'êr 
child-care nursery tuñ'êrsuó 
childhood tòngniæn 
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children êrný 
children êrtòng 
chilled bíngzhìn 
chilli hot; spicy lè 
chilli pepper lèjiåo 
chilli sauce lèjiåojièng 
chin xièba; xièba kér 
China Zhñngguò 
China (alternative word for China) Huæ 
China (colloquially) Zhñng[guò] 
Chinatown Zhñngguòchêng 
Chinese (language, especially spoken) Hènyø 
Chinese (language, especially spoken) Zhñngyø 
Chinese (language, especially written) Zhñngwên 
Chinese (person) Zhñngguòrên 
Chinese (square) characters fångkuèizð 
Chinese (things in general) Zhñngguòde 
Chinese cabbage bæicèi 
Chinese characters Hènzð 
Chinese chess xièngqí 
Chinese currency (RMB of PRC) Rênmînbð 
Chinese food Zhñngcån 
Chinese language (spoken) Zhñngguòhuè 
Chinese lunar calendar nònglð 
Chinese medicine (remedy or drug) Zhñngyèo 
Chinese medicine field; traditional doctor Zhñngyí 
Chinese people with non-Chinese 
nationality 

Huæ-rên 

Chinese restaurant Zhñngguò cån'guçn (MW is [yð]jiå ) 
Chinese style Zhñngshð 
Chinese; mid-; middle; medium; 
intermediate 

zhñng 

chips; french fries (USA:“crisps”) shøtiæo 
chocolate(s) qiçokìlð 
choice; selection xuçnzê 
choice; selection; election xuçn 
chopsticks kuèizi 
Christ Jídõ; Jidù 
Christian (general) Jídõjièode; Jídùjièode 
Christian (person) Jídõtö; Jídùtö 
Christianity Jídõjièo; Jídùjièo 
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Christmas [Day] Shìngdèn[jiê] 
chronology niæn dèi jð suèn 
chronology niændèixuê 
chunk; piece (piece of something solid) yîkuèi (kuèi is a MW) 
church jièotæng 
cigar xuëjiå[yån] 
cigarette xiångyån 
cinema diènyïngyuèn 
circle (upstairs in a theatre) lòutíng 
circle; ring yuænquån 
circle; yuan (Chinese money unit) yuæn 
circular; round yuæn 
circular; round (in shape) yuænxîng de 
circumstances; environment; 
surroundings 

huænjðng 

circumstances; situation; terrain xîngshð 
circus ring yuænxîng chçngdð 
cities and towns; the town chêngzhìn 
citizen gñngmîn 
citizen shðmîn 
citizen; subject; people zïmîn 
citrus gånjöshøde 
citrus; lime suånjö 
city; town; city wall [yîzuô] chêng  (zuô is a MW) 
class (socially) jiéjî 
class; course; topic; lesson kì 
class; group; grade; and so on; etc. dëng 
classical gødiçn 
classroom kìtæng 
clean gånjðng 
clean; pure qíngbæi 
cleanliness; clean qíngjiê 
clear (weather condition) fèngqîngle 
clear soup qíngtång 
clear; obvious mîngxiçn 
clear; obvious; evident; clearly; obviously xiçnræn 
clear; obvious; frank; sensible; reasonable mîngbai 
clerk; secretary mðshõ 
clever; smart; wise cñngming; còngmîng 
clever; smart; wise còngmîng; cñngming 
client; customer gùkì 
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climate; weather; situation qðhôu 
climax zuðhôu jiéduèn 
clinic yíwùshð 
clinic (at a work place) yíwùsuó 
clinic (available to the public) zhënsuó 
clock shîzhñng 
clock; timepieces; clocks and watches zhñngbiço 
close to (to get close to) åi 
close to; near; closer to; along kèo 
close; intimate qínmð 
close; near; closely; nearby fùjðn 
closed (road) féngsuó 
closed; shut guånshèngle 
closed; shut (door or shop) guånmên 
cloth; cotton material bù 
clothes (formal style) wçnlïfö 
clothing; clothes; dress yífu 
clothing; dress; outfit zhuång 
cloud yön 
cloud yöncai 
cloudy; overcast (day) yíntiån 
cloves bèn 
clown xiçochóu (MW is [yð]duó ) 
club (for entertainment) jùlìbù 
coach chængtö qðché 
coal mêi 
coast; bank; shore; seaside èn 
Coca-Cola këkóukëlì 
coconut yézi 
coffee kåféi 
coherent in argumentation; logical tñng 
coin yðngbð 
coincidence qiçohê 
coincidental; fortunate; cleverly qiço 
coincidentally; by fortunate coincidence qiço 
cold lëng 
coldly; not generously (form of treatment) bæo 
collapse (of a person physically) dçoxiè 
collapse (of a wall) dçotå 
collation; compilation; gathering; 
collection 

huð 
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colleague(s) tòngshð(men) 
collection; section; volume; fair; market jî 
college; academy studying science kéxuêyuèn 
colour yænsì 
colour; appearance; countenance; quality sì 
colour; having many colours cçisì 
colourful; bright xiån 
coma; to be in a coma; to go unconscious hõnmî 
comb shõzi 
combination; unity; to combine; marry; 
unite 

jiêhê 

comfort (consolation; reassurance) ånwìi 
comfort (to comfort; to console; ro rea-
ssure) 

ånwìi 

comfortable shõshð 
comfortable; feeling fine; healthy; well shõfu (See: shéngbðng) 
coming; next; soon; in the near future zuðjðn 
comings and goings; dealings; contacts læiwçng 
command; order mðnglðng  (MW is [yî]xièng) 
comment; discussion; opinion; talk yðlùn 
comment; review; commentary; remark pînglùn 
commercial shångwù 
common gòngtông 
Common Era (CE) Gñngyuæn 
common grave gòngtông fênmù 
common; general; simple; ordinary pøtñng[de] 
common; in common; jointly; together gôngtòng 
commonplace; ordinary pîngfæn 
commune gñngshì 
communism gôngchçn zhøyð 
companion tòngbèn 
company branch or section bùmên 
company; corporation; firm gñngsí 
company; firm shånghæng 
compared to; compared with; than bï 
compared with yø … xiångbï 
compared with … gén … bïjièo 
compared with; in relation to; than jièo 
comparison; contrast; relationship (maths) duðbï 
compass zhïnånzhén 
compassion; fellow feeling; sympathy; tòngqîng 
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pity 
competent shìngrìn 
competent; able; capable nênggèn 
competition; match; game; contest bïsèi (See also: wìndæ) 
competition; to compete jðngzhéng 
complaint; to complain tòusù 
complete; thorough; completely; 
thoroughly 

tôu 

completely amazing; extraordinary liçobuqï 
completely new; brand new zhçnzín 
completely to … (… is a verb) …xièlai 
completely 
— completely to Y … (Y is a verb) 

xiè 
— Yxiè … 

completely; successfully 
— … to completion; … thoroughly 

guô 
— …guô 

complex; complicated fùzæ 
composer; author zhîbïzhë 
composition; ingredient; background chêngfìn 
compound; courtyard; public facility; 
cinema 

yuèn 

compound; courtyard; yard; court yuènzi 
comprehension; to see; understand lïjië; mîngbai; dóng 
comprehension; understanding; 
knowledge 

liçojië 

comprehensive; overall; all-purpose quænmièn[de] 
compulsory guídðngde 
compulsory qiængzhðxðng[de] 
computation; calculation jðsuèn 
computer diènnço 
computer file wênjièn 
computer mouse shøbiåo 
computer software ruçnjièn 
computer; calculator jðsuènjí 
comrade tòngzhð 
concept guånnièn 
conception; to grow up chêngzhçng 
concert yínyuìhuð 
concert yínyuìtíng 
concise; short (not long) duçn (See also: jiçnduçn) 
conclusion; decision jiêlùn 
concrete hùnnîngtø 
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condensed milk liènrø 
condition (contractual) xiånjuê tiæojièn 
condition; circumstances; appearance; 
status 

zhuèngtèi 

condition; proviso; qualification; term tiæojièn 
condition; situation dðbù 
condition; situation; circumstances qîngkuèng 
condition; situation; circumstances qîngxing 
condition; situation; circumstances zhuèngkuèng 
conduct lìyð 
conduct; actions; behaviour xîngwêi 
conductor (orchestra) zhïhuí 
conference; meeting huðyð  (MW is [yî]cð ) 
conference; meeting huðyð  (MW is [yî]cð ) 
conflict chñngtõ 
Confucianism Röjièo 
Confucianism Röjiåxíxiçng 
Confucius Kóngzï 
confused hölihötu 
confused (in the mind) nông hötu 
confused (in the mind); silly hötu 
confused; flustered huång; huångzhång 
confused; flustered huångzhång; huång 
confused; in a mess hùnluèn 
confusion bùxïng-rênshð 
confusion; disorder; chaos; mayhem hùnluèn 
Congratulations! (exclamation of 
commendation) 

zhùhì nï 

congregation huðzhông 
connection (association) guånxi 
connection (on transport) liænjiédiçn 
connection (transport services) zhñngzhuçnzhèn 
conscientious; conscious; aware zðjuê 
conscientious; keen; serious[-minded] rìnzhén 
conscientiously; consciously; alertly zðjuê 
conscious (having come round) shênzhð qíngxïng 
conscious 
— “conscious of nothing” (Ecclesiastes 
9:5) 

zhíjuê  
— “hæowö zhíjuê” (upadeshak 9:5) 

consciousness; senses; conscious zhíjuê 
conservative bçoshóu 
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considerate; thoughtful zhñudèo 
consolation (comfort; reassurance) ånwìi 
console (to console; to comfort; to re-
assure) 

ånwìi 

constipation biènmð 
constriction; repression; oppression yåpô 
construction; structure; building gôuzèo 
construction; to construct; build; build up jiènshì 
consulate lïngshðguçn 
consultation (by a doctor) jiùzhën 
consultation (by a doctor) kènbðng 
consumer goods xiåofìipïn 
contact lens yïnxîng yçnjðng 
contact; touch; to meet; contact; touch jié 
content (not wanting more) mçnzö 
content; satisfied; to be pleased; content mçnyð 
contents nìiròng 
continent dèlö 
continent zhñu 
continent; mainland dèlù 
continental Europe Ñuzhñu dèlù 
continuously; all the time; straight [on] yðzhî 
continuously; uninterruptedly; continually böduèn 
contraception; contraceptive bðyùn 
contraceptive (for males) bðyùntièo 
contraceptive; pill; (for females) bðyùnyèo 
contract qðyué 
contradiction; contradictory; inconsistent mæodùn 
contrary; opposite; on the contrary xiångfçn 
contrast duðzhèo 
contribution; to contribute gôngxièn 
control (to control; to  restrict; to restrain) èn 
control; grip; domination kôngzhð 
convenient biènlð 
convention chuæntóng 
conversation; chat; dialogue huðhuè 
conversations; speech yæntæn 
convince jiånxðn 
cook (person) chöshí 
cooked zhøshòule 
cooked; ripe shòude 
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cooker; stove lözi 
cooking pot; kettle; coffee pot; jug hö 
cooking; cuisine féngwìi fèncèi 
cooking; preparation; cuisine péngtiæo 
cool drink; cold drink lëngyïn 
cool headed; calm; sober lëngjðng 
cool; fashionable kù 
cool; refreshingly cool liængkuèi 
co-operation gôngtòng hê zuô 
co-operation; to co-operate hêzuô 
copper zïtòng 
copper; brass; bronze tòng 
copy fùbën 
copy; duplicate; photocopy; to photocopy fùyðn 
copy; model; type; to copy; imitate; 
mimic 

mòfçng 

coral shånhö 
corn; maize; grain yùmï 
corner jiçoluô 
correct [See ‘shðde’]; right; accurate duð; duð de 
correct; affirmative; Yes; it is; as you say! shð 
correction; rectification; to correct; rectify jiõzhìng 
corrupt; corrupted; rotten; decayed føbèi 
cosmetics huèzhuångpïn 
cost chêngbën 
cost; expense; amount used up fìiyông 
costly ængguð 
costume xðzhuång 
cot tòngchuæng 
cot (for a baby) yíng'êrchuæng 
cotton miænbù 
cotton miænhua 
cotton quilted clothing miænyí 
cotton wool miænhuå 
cough kêsoushéng 
cough sweet rùnhòutæng 
cough syrup kêsou yèoshuï 
cough; to cough kêsou 
counsel jièohuð 
count … out; exclude; knowingly neglect! suènle! 
counter (for payment or getting tickets) guðtæi 
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country; nation; state guòjiå 
countryside; country (rural) xiångxiè 
courage yóngqð 
courage; boldness dçnlièng 
courageous; brave; daring yónggçn 
course; path; process jíngguô 
course; path; way; road dèolù (MW is [yð]tiæo) 
course; process; development; becoming guôchêng 
courtesy; manners; ceremony; gift lî 
courtesy; manners; politeness; courteous lïmèo 
cover; lid gèizi 
coward dçn xiçoguï 
cow's milk niönçi 
crab pængxiì 
cracked liìkåile 
craft; art; skill; technique; artistic; tasteful yðshù 
craftsperson gñngjièng 
craftsperson shóuyðrên 
crashed vehicle zhuèngché 
crashed; gone down (computer failure) sïjí 
crazy; insane féngkuængde 
Creator Zèo wùzhø 
Creator Zèowùzhø 
creator; to create; produce; write; set; 
form 

chuèngzèo 

creature zhèogù 
credit card xðnyông kç 
credit; service; contribution gñnglæo 
cricket (game) bçnqiö 
crime fènfç xîngwêi 
crime shözuð 
crime zuðxîng 
crime; offence fènzuð  (MW is [yð]zhóng) 
criminal zuðfèn 
criminal (sinful) fènzuð de 
crisis wéijí 
critic pípîngjiè 
critical (about giving criticism) pípîng de 
critical (of crisis, of a turning point) guånjièn 
critical; grave; serious (state of health) yænzhông 
criticism; critical assessment; to criticise pípèn 
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criticism; critical comment; to criticise pípîng 
crop; crops zhuèngjia 
crossroads shîzðlùkóu 
crossroads; intersection shîzð lùkóu 
crow wõyå  (MW is [yð]zhí ) 
crowded; to crowd; squeeze; push; press jï 
crown guånmiçn 
crown (of a king) wængguån  (MW is [yð]dïng) 
crown (of a queen) huængguån  (MW is [yð]dïng) 
crown (queen's crown) huængguån (MW is [yð]dïng) 
crucial; critical (at a turning point of 
events) 

wéijî 

cruel cænrën 
cruel; mean kìbòde 
cruise xönyòu 
crutch (prop to help lame walk) guçizhèng  (MW is [yð]gên) 
cube; cubic metre lðfång 
cucumber huængguå (MW is [yð]gén) 
cucumber huængguå  (MW is [yð]gén) 
cuddle; embrace  yñngbèo 
culprit; prisoner (lawbreaker kept in 
prison) 

fènrên 

cultivated land; ploughed land; to plough géngdð 
cultural wênhuè 
culture; civilisation; upbringing; 
education 

wênhuè 

culture; enlightenment; civilisation wênmîng 
cultured; enlightened; civilised wênmîng 
cun (a unit of length measuring 1/30 
metre) 

cùn 

cunning (character) jiçohuæ 
cunning (plan) qiçomièo 
cup; tumbler; glass; trophy cup; a cup of béi 
cupboard guðzi 
cupboard wçnchö 
cure zhðhço 
currency qiænbð 
currency; money huôbð 
curry gålî 
curtain chuångliæn 
curve; bend; corner; to bend; bent; wån; wånr 
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crooked 
cushion diènzi 
custard niønçi dènhö 
customs [house] hçiguån 
customs duty; tax guånshuð 
cut; wound (injury) shångkóu 
cynical wæn shð bù gñng 
cynical; cool; cold (attitude) lëngchæo rìfëng 
daffodil shuïxiånhuå 
daily basic needs rðyôngpïn 
daily programme; schedule rðchéng 
daily record; diary rðjð 
daily way of life; daily support; 
livelihood 

rðzi 

daily; daily newspaper rðbèo 
daily; every day tiåntiån 
daily; every day; day to day rðchæng[de] 
damage; fault; harm huèichu 
damage; harm sõnhèi 
damage; loss; to damage; lose; harm sønshí 
damage; ruination; to ruin; damage huïhuèi 
damage[d] zhuènghuèi [le] 
damp; humid chæoshí 
dance wø 
dance wødço 
dance wøhuð 
dancing; to dance tièo wø 
dancing; to dance tièowø 
dangerous; critical; risky wéixiçn de 
dangers; harm; to endanger; risk; harm wéihèi 
dangers; risk; dangerous; critical; risky wéixiçn 
dark tea; strong tea nòng chæ 
dark; deep in colour; late in the night shén 
dark; dull; dim; hidden; secluded; secret èn 
darkness; black; dark héi'èn 
date (in the month) rðqí 
date (number order in dates; …-st, …-nd, 
…-rd; …-th) 

hèo 
— … hèo 

date of birth chõshéng rðqí 
date ordinal (ordinal indicator for first ten 
days in month) 

chõ 
—(e.g. chõyí, chõ'ìr, chõsån…) 
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—(e.g. first, second, third … of the 
month ) 
daughter ný'êr 
daughter-in-law xîfù 
daughter's daughter; granddaughter wèisõnný 
daughter's son; grandson wèisõnzi 
dawn lîmîng 
day (as in Day of Jehovah); date; period rðzi 
day by day; gradually; increasingly rðyð 
day of the week (working day) gñngzuôrð 
day off xiõjiètiån 
Day Star chênxíng 
day; daytime; sun; daily; time (generally) rð 
daytime; day; in the day bæitiån 
dead sïle [de] 
deadly zhðmðng de 
deaf lòngde 
deaf; partly deaf lòng 
dear (Oh dear!) åiyå 
dear; beloved X (X by name or title) lço X 
dear; beloved; darling qín'èi 
dear; close; intimate; in person; to kiss qín 
death sï 
death sïwæng 
death penalty sïxîng 
debate; argument; to debate; contest; 
argue 

zhénglùn 

debt zhèi 
decade; era; period [of X] [X] niændèi 
decision; to decide; resolve juêdðng 
declaration; proclamation; to proclaim xuånbù 
deep; penetrating; intimate; inaccessible shén 
deep; thick; large; generous hôu 
deeply; intimately; profoundly; obscurely shén 
deeply; thoroughly; severely; bitterly tông 
deer lù 
defeat; failure; to be defeated; fail shíbèi 
defect; illness; shortcoming; bad habit mæobðng 
definite mîngquêde 
definitely juê 
definitely juêbö 
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definitely; absolutely; definite; absolute juêduð 
degree (Centigrade or angle); time; 
occasion 

dù 

delayed; running late (transport service) wçndiçn 
delegation dèibiçotuæn 
deliberate; knowingly shîquæn-shîmëi 
delicate; meticulous; carefully; in detail xð 
delicious shuçngkóu 
delicious; tasty hçochí (de) 
delighted; joyful; to be fond of; delight in huånxï 
delighted; refreshed; happy; frank; direct tôngkuai 
demand; need; necessity xõyèo 
democracy; democratic mînzhø 
demons shóuxiè de xiêlîng 
denim jacket lçodôngbù jiækìshån  (MW is [yî]jièn) 
dense; close; intimate; intimately; secretly mð 
dense; thick vapour; atmosphere; colour nòng 
deny 
— “You will deny me three times.” 

burin 
— “nï bð sån cð bùrìn wó.” 

department store bçihuôshångdièn 
departmental office bènshðchù 
departure; to begin; start; set off chõfå 
dependence; support yíkèo 
deposit; advance money yåjín 
depress (to depress; to press; to put 
pressure on) 

èn 

depressed yñuyù 
depressed; uninterested; bored; dull; 
boring 

mìn 

descendant hôuyð 
descendant; offspring hôudèi 
desert (arid wilderness) shåmô 
design; scheme; plan; project; to design; 
plan 

shìjð 

desire; intention; interest; delight; fun yðsi 
desk shõzhuñ 
dessert tiånshî 
destination mùdðdð 
destiny; lot; fate mðngyùn 
destruction 
— “son of destruction” 

miìwæng 
— “miìwæng zhí zï” 
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destruction; ruin; to destroy; ruin huïmiì 
detailed xiængshî 
detective zhéntèn 
detergent qùgôujð 
deterioration; bad change ìhuè 
determination; determined; to be 
determined 

juêxín 

determined; firm; definite; holding fast jiåndðng 
determined; stubborn wæn'gùde 
developed; prosperous fådæ 
development; expansion; to develop fåzhçn 
devil mòguï 
devil; ghost; -ard guï 
diagonal duðjiçoxièn 
diagonally duðjiçode 
diagram töbiço  (MW is [yð]zhång) 
dialect fångyæn 
diamond zuènshî 
dictation; to dictate; record for 
audiotyping 

tíngxië 

dictionary cîdiçn 
dictionary zðdiçn 
did … (past tense: a grammatical marker) … le  (Compare the air of finality of liço) 
did … already! … la! (=le + a! ) 
did not (past tense: a grammatical marker) (not normally bù le: see mêi) 
did not …  mêi … 
diesel chæiyòu 
difference (figures don't tally) chåbiê 
difference (in quality) chåyð 
difference; to distinguish; note 
differences 

qõbiê 

different; another bùtòng de 
differently; separately; respectively fénbiê [de] 
difficult næn 
difficulty; difficult; hard to cope with kùnnan 
difficulty; hardship; hard; tough; difficult jiånkø 
digestion; to digest xiåohuè 
dignified; stately; solemn zhuångyæn 
diligent; hard-working; studious yônggñng 
dim; dark; dull; hidden; secluded; secret èn 
dim; slow; stupid; clumsy; ‘dumb’ bìn 
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dining room fèntîng 
dinner; supper; late meal wçnfèn 
direct; frank; straightforward zhîjié 
direction; party in a contract fång 
direction; tendency; trend; to incline; tend 
to 

qõxièng 

direction; trend; towards; facing; to face xièng 
direction; whichway fångxièng 
directly; frankly; straightforwardly zhîjié 
director (company director) dóngshðzhçng 
director (managing director) dóngshðzhçng 
director; manager jínglï 
director; person responsible zhørìn 
dirty ångzång 
disappointed shíwèng 
disaster; calamity zåihèi 
disaster; calamity; misfortune zåi 
disaster; calamity; misfortune zåinèn 
disaster; hardship; misfortune huô 
disastrous; terrible; no good; ‘rubbish’ zåogåo 
discern; see; grasp kènchõ 
disciple mêntö 
discipline; training jðlþ 
discount yñuhuð 
discovery; findings; to discover; find fåxièn 
discrimination between peoples qîshð 
discussion; conversation; chat; to talk; 
chat 

tænhuè 

discussion; debate; to consider; discuss tçolùn 
discussion; forum; symposium zuôtænhuð 
discussion; to discuss zuôtæn 
disease (infectious) chuænrçnbðng 
disease; sickness jîbðng  (MW is [yð]zhóng) 
disgrace; shame (due to feeling 
humiliated) 

xiõchï 

disgrace; shame; dishonour xiõrø; chîrø 
disgusting; disliked yènwùde 
dish (a particular preparation) fèncèi 
diskette (for a computer) cîpæn 
disposition; attitude; temper pîqi 
dispute jiõfén 
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dissertation; thesis lùnwên 
distance apart; separation; gap jùlî 
distance from; off; away lî 
distant from; away from jùlî 
distilled water zhéngliöshuï 
district; area; zone qõ 
district; area; zone; region; part dðqõ 
disturbance såoluèn 
disturbance; bother fænrço 
ditch; drain; channel; trough qö 
divided by chö yö 
divorce tñnghuô pêngzhèng 
divorced lîlehõn 
dizzy tòuyõn 
do not bö yèo 
do not touch! wù dôngshóu! 
do not; don't; not to; other biê 
do you have any questions? nï yóu [shênme] wìntî ma? 
do you really mean X could do Y? nændèo X Y ma? 
dock; jetty; wharf; pier mçtou 
doctor dèifu 
doctor; physician yíshéng 
doctrine; -ism zhøyð 
document  
— [a] document 

zæzhð 
— [yîfìn] zæzhð (fìn is a MW) 

document 
— [a] document 

shõ  
— [yðbën] shõ 

documentary jðlùpiån  (MW is [yî]bu) 
dog góu 
Do-it-yourself; D-I-Y zðjï zhðzuô 
Do-it-yourself; D-I-Y zðjï zhðzuô 
doll wæwa 
doll yængwæwa 
doll yængwæwa 
dollar yuæn 
dollar sign yuæn de föhèo 
done (been finished) zuôhçole 
done outside normal business hours; 
amateur 

yìyö 

don't be polite biê kìqi 
don't be polite bö kìqi 
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don't bother (to call back) bö bð huî diènhuè 
don't call us: we'll call you! bö bð huî diènhuè 
don't do this way any more!; stop it! biê zèi zhìyèng 
don't mention it! (reaction to a comment) nçli [nçli] 
don't! mustn't! böyèo 
door hù 
door; entrance; gate; house; family mên 
doorway; gateway; access; entrance mêngkóu 
double shuångbìi 
double decker bus shuångcêng qðché  (MW is [yî]lièng)  
double room shuångrên fængjiån 
dough shéngmièntuæn 
down 
— [located] down 

xiè 
— [zèi] xiè 

down 
— to Y down (Y is a verb) 

xiè 
— Yxiè 

down; depressed qinëi 
down; downward xiè 
down; downward xièngxiè 
downstairs lòuxiè 
downtown shðqõ 
dozen yí dæ 
dragon lòng 
Dragon Boat Festival Day Duånwøjiê 
dramatic (in impact) xðjùxðng 
dramatic (in type) xðjù de 
draught; breeze chuåntæng féng 
drawer chñutí 
dread jùpè 
dream mìng 
dress; frock nýfö 
dressing gown chênyí 
drill; drillbit zuåntôu 
drill; training exercise cåolièn 
drinks; beverage; drink; refreshment yïnlièo 
driver jièshï yuæn 
driver; chauffeur síjí 
driving jièshï 
driving licence jièshï zhîzhèo 
drought hènzåi 
drug (not being used for medical döpïn  (See also: yèopïn, fèn) 
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purposes) 
drug pusher; drug seller fèndö de rên 
drugs yèowù 
drugs (for medical use) yèopïn 
drugstore; pharmacy yèodièn 
drum gø 
dry gån; gånzèo 
dry gånzèo 
duck yå[zi] 
duck yåzi 
duck stewed in a pot løyå 
due to; because of; as a consequence of 
… 

yòuyö … 

dull (weather) chênmìnde 
dull; dark; dim; hidden; secluded; secret èn 
dull; dingy (weather) yín'èn 
dumb (can't speak) yç 
dumplings (Chinese style with meat 
filling) 

jiçozi 

durable; enduring; tough; heavy duty nèiyông 
during …; in … period of time [zæi] … qíjiån 
during one's spare time yìyö 
during; since; for X (X is some time) X læi 
dusk huænghõn 
dusk; half light huænghõn 
dusk; nightfall bèngwçn 
dust; grime; dirt huíchên 
dustpan bënjí 
dustpan bôji 
Dutch (person) Hêlænrên 
Dutch (things in general) Hêlænde 
Dutch language (especially spoken) Hêlænyø 
Dutch language (especially written) Hêlænwên 
duty (import tax) guånshuð 
duty shift; school class; team; work group bån 
duty; responsibility zêrìn 
duvet; bed-cover; quilt bìizi 
DVD shùjù lùxièngjí 
dye; to get infected by; to form (a bad 
habit) 

rçn 

dynasty; to face; in the direction of chæo 
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(place) 
eager; zealous; strong qiængliì 
ear ërduo 
earlier; first; ago; the former qiæn 
early in the morning qíngzço 
early morning (dawn to about 9 a.m.) zçochên 
early morning; morning zçoshang; (zçoshèng) 
early part of; beginning chõ 
early; elementary; introductory chõ 
early; first; original zçoqí 
early; in advance; prior; early; ages ago zço 
earrings ërhuæn 
earth dð qiö 
earth (the great planet) dè dð 
earth; dust; soil; ground; land; territory tø 
earth; soil nîtø 
earthquake dðzhìn 
east dñng 
east; east side dñngbiån 
east; the east; the orient dñngfång 
Easter Fùhuò jiê 
Easter egg Fùhuò jiê cçidèn 
Easter 
— “Happy Easter!” 

Fùhuò jiê 
— “Fùhuò jiê kuèile!” 

echo huîshéng 
echo huîyín 
economical shîhuð 
economical; thrifty; to save; economize jiêshëng 
economy; economics; economic condition jíngjð 
edge; margin; side; other; side; on the 
side 

pæng 

edition bën 
editorial  
— [an] editorial 

wênzhång  
— [yðpiån] wênzhång 

education; teaching; to educate; teach jièoyù 
effective yóu xièo 
effeminate nýzïqð de 
efficiency xièolþ 
efficient; effective; valid yóuxièo 
effort nølð 
egg (specify what sort) dèn 
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egg white; albumin dènbæi 
egg yolk dènhuæng 
eggplant; aubergine qiêzi 
eight bå 
eight buildings bådông lòufæng  (dông here is a MW) 
eighty båshî 
either … or …; if it isn't … it's … böshð … jiùshð … 
either X or Y (as used in statements) 
—[either] more or less 

huô X huô Y 
— huô duñ huô shço 

either X or Y (as used in statements) huôzhë X huôzhë Y 
elbow zhóu 
elder zhçngbìi 
elder brother gége 
elder female cousin biçojië 
elder male cousin biçogé 
elder sister jiëjie 
elder; older niænlîng jièo dè de 
elderly people's home yçnglçoyuèn  (MW is[yð]suó) 
elderly; well on in years shèngle niænji de 
elders zhçnglço 
eldest zuð niænzhçng de 
eldest to the youngest by number lço dè, lço êr, lço sån (and so on) 
eldest; oldest niænlîng zuð dè [de] 
election; to elect; vote xuçnjø 
electoral voting rights xuçnjø quæn 
electric fan diènféngshèn 
electric fan diènshèn 
electric light dièndéng 
electrical appliance diènqð 
electricity diènliö 
electricity; power (electrical); electric dièn 
electron; electronic diènzï; diènzi 
electronic diènzi 
elegance; elegant yçzhð 
elegant gåoyç 
elegant yçzhðde 
element fénglèng 
element; factor yínsù 
elementary; easy; superficial; shallow qiçn 
elementary; introductory; primary chõjî 
elephant dèxièng 
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elephant; to look like; be like xièng 
eleven shîyí (See also: shî yð ) 
else; if not; otherwise; or else fóuzê 
else; otherwise; if not then … bùræn … 
email (a message) yímìir 
email (electronic mail) diènzï yòujièn; diènzi yòujièn 
email (electronic mail) diènzi yòujièn; diènzï yòujièn 
email address yímìir dðzhï 
embarrassed; ashamed 
— [to feel] embarrassed 

cænkuð 
— [gçndèo] cænkuð 

embarrassing lðng rên wêinæn de 
embarrassing nænwêiqîng 
embarrassing shï rên nænkån 
embassy dèshïguçn 
embroidered xiùhuåde 
embroidery cðxiù 
emergency jîzhën 
emission; transmission; broadcast guçngbñ 
emperor huængdð 
emphasis; stress; to emphasize; stress qiængdièo 
employee gùyuæn 
employer gùzhø 
employer; boss; shopkeeper lçobçn 
employment gùyông 
empty kñngde 
empty space; field kñngdð 
empty; in vain; air; space; sky kñng 
encouragement; to encourage [to] gølð 
encouragement; to inspire; encourage [to] gøwø 
end [point] zhñngdiçn 
end; limit (tip) dïngduån 
end; maximum extent; terminus; to stop zhï 
end; tip; point; to balance something by 
hand 

duån 

endeavour; try jðnlð; lðtö 
ending of a story or speech; conclusion jiêgö 
ending of a story or speech; conclusion jiêwëi 
endpoint; end; tip; point jiånduån  
enemy dîrên 
engaged (telephone line) zhèn xièn 
engaged (telephone line) zhènxièn 
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engaged (to get engaged for marriage) dðnghõn 
engine; motor fådôngjí 
engineer gñngchêngshí 
engineering project; construction gñngchêng 
England; Britain; U.K. Yíngguò 
English language (especially spoken) Yíngyø 
English language (especially written) Yíngwên 
English person; British person Yíngguòrên 
English; British (things in general) Yíngguòde 
enjoyable yökuèide 
enjoyment; pleasure; to enjoy; delight in xiçngshôu 
enlightenment guångzhèo 
enlightenment qïdî 
enormous pængdè 
enormous; great; vast; broad; wide guçngkuô 
enough zögôu 
entertainment; amusement; recreation yölì 
enthusiast; fan; great admirer mî 
enthusiastic; keen rìliì 
entire group; entire; all; whole quæntï 
entire; complete; whole zhëng 
entire; whole zhënggì; zhëng ge 
envelope xðnféng 
envious yïnqï xiènmù de 
environment; surrounding; circumference zhñuwêi 
environment; surroundings huænjðng 
equal pîngdëngde 
equality pîngdëng 
equality tòngdëng 
equally; similarly; ordinarily; generally yðbån 
equals (=); equate to dëngyø 
equator chðdèo 
era yuæn 
era; period dèi 
eraser; rubber xièngpî 
eraser; rubber xièngpîcå 
escalator dièndông lòutí 
especially; distinctively tìbiêde 
especially; even more so; all the more gêwèi 
especially; in particular yòuqî; tìbiê 
especially; particularly yóuqîshð 
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essay 
— [an] essay 

wênzhång  
— [yðpiån] wênzhång 

essay; composition; writings zuôwên 
est … (-est …; the most …) zuð … 
established bçozuô 
establishment; formation; to establish; 
form 

jiènlð 

esteemed; honoured; honourable; 
respected 

jðng'èi 

estimate; assessment; to estimate; 
appraise 

gõjð 

et cetera 
— … etc. 

shênme 
— shênme … 

etc. dëngdëng 
etc.; and so on shênmede 
ethnic group shçoshù mînzö 
euro ñuyuæn 
Europe Ñuzhñu 
European Ñuzhñu de 
European  Ñuzhñu Gôngtòngtï 
European Union Ñuzhñu Liænmêng 
evangelizer chuænföyínzhë 
eve qiænxí 
even (smooth as of a fine surface like 
paper) 

guånghuæ[de] (See also: pînghuæ ) 

even (smooth as of large surfaces like 
roads) 

pînghuæ[de] (See also: guånghuæ) 

even … not [liån] … dñu bù; [liån] … dñu mêi 
even if … even then … nçpè … yë … 
even if …, even then … … jiù …, … yë … 
even if …, even then … … jiùshð …, … yë … 
even more gìng duñ 
even more gìng jiå 
even more gìngjiå 
even now; still yet … hæi … ne 
even one … 
— [not] even one … 

yðX … yë … (X is a MW like ‘ge’) 
— yðX … yë [bù] … (X is a MW) 

even so zèi shuñ 
even though; even if jîshï 
even; to such an extent dðng 
evening classes yìxièo 
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evening; late time; night time wçnshang; (wçnshèng) 
evening; night; late period; late at night wçn 
event; incident; happening shðjièn 
eventually; in the end; finally; actually; 
just 

jiõjðng 

ever since X (X is a particular event) zðcòng X yïlæi 
ever; always cònglæi 
everlasting hêngjuï de 
everlasting; eternal yónghêng 
every mëige 
every (manner; sort) gì(yèng) 
every [aspect] gìgì [fångmièn] 
every day mëitiån 
every day; daily mëi tiån 
every kind of gìshð-gìyèng 
every manner; all sorts gìyèng 
every night; nightly mëi yì de 
every time mëi cð 
every week; weekly mëi zhñu 
every year; yearly; annual mëi niæn de 
every; each; per mëi 
every; each; per mëi [ge] (See also: bçifén zhí) 
everybody rênrên 
everybody; everyone dèjiå [dñu] 
everyone; everybody mëi ge rên 
everyone; whosoever shêi dñu 
everything mëi jièn shð 
everything yíqiì 
everything; whatsoever shênme dñu 
everywhere dèochù 
everywhere mëi ge dðfang 
everywhere; throughout; all over bièn 
evidence; proof; support for belief; basis zhìngjù 
exact; exactly jíngquìde 
exact; exactly quìqiì 
exact; precise; accurate zhønquì (See also: zhìngquì) 
exactly so!; just so! yídiçn böcuô; yðdiçn[r] böcuô 
exactly so!; just so! yðdiçn böcuô; yídiçn[r] böcuô 
exactly; just (amount) gång 
exactly; just (amount) gång 
exactly; precisely jiùshð 
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examination question wìntî 
examination; inspection; to examine; 
inspect 

jiçnchæ 

example; case; occurence lðzi 
example; instance; case lð 
excavation; mine; mineral deposit kuèng 
exceeded the weight limit chåozhông le 
excellent bèng 
excellent; outstanding yñuxiù[de] 
except [for] …X… all …Y… chöle …X… [yïwèi] dñu …Y… 
exception lðwèi 
exceptionally good jî hço de 
exceptionally; extremely jîqî 
excess; left-over; extra; surplus duñyö 
excessive; too much guôfìn 
exchange rate duðhuènlþ 
exchange; interchange (of views) jiåoliö 
exchange; interchange; to exchange; swap jiåohuèn 
excited xíngfìn 
excited xðngfìn 
exciting lðng rên xíngfìn de 
excrement shï 
excuse me! (please let me pass) jiìguång 
excuse me! (to draw attention) læojiè 
excuse me; I'm sorry; to fail someone duðbuqï 
execution shåhèi 
exercise book liènxîbën 
exercise book liènxîbù 
exercise book; notebook bënzi 
exhausted; tired out lìihuèile 
exhibited item; display material zhçnlçnpïn 
exhibition event zhçnlçnhuð 
exhibition hall zhçnlçn'guçn 
exhibition meeting zhçnlçnhuð 
exhibition; display; show zhçnlçn 
exist yï 
existence shðshang 
existence; life; livelihood; lifetime shéng 
exit; export; to export chõkóu 
expansion; to expand; enlarge kuôdè 
expense; expenditure; amount spent huåfìi 
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expensive; costly; honourable; good- guð 
experience jíngyèn 
experience; work history; to experience jínglð 
experiment; test; to experiment; test shîyèn 
expert; specialist zhuånjiå 
explicit qíngxí 
explicitly stated; definite; positive mîngquì 
explicitly stated; definite; positive quìshî; mîngquì 
explosion bèozhè  (MW is [yî]cð ) 
express (train) zhîkuèi 
expression; facial gesture biçoqîng 
extension (telephone) fénjí 
extension; prolonging; to extend; prolong yænchæng 
extent; level; degree chêngdù 
extinct (volcano); extinguished; gone out xímiì de 
extinct (was living) miìjuê de 
extinct; become extinct (was living) juêzhóng de 
extra êwèide 
extraction jiçnxiè 
extracurricular activities yìyö huòdông 
extreme jîdùde 
extreme; severe; strict lðhai 
extreme; sudden; extremely jî 
extremely tèi 
extremely … … de bùdêliço 
extremely … …-jîle (suffix) 
extremely … (adjective: happy, etc.) …(gåoxðng) jî le 
extremely … (delighted, etc.) … (gåoxðng) huèi 
extremely hard; tough; difficult jiånjù 
extremely X (X is an adjective) X sï le 
extremely; specially (used colloquially) tì 
extremely; very dè 
eye doctor; oculist yçnké yíshéng 
eye doctor; oculist yçnké yíshéng 
eye; eyes yçnjing 
eye; opening; hole; gap yçn 
eyebrow yçnmêi 
eyes xínyçnr 
eyesight; sight shðjuê 
eyesight; sight shðlð 
Ezekiel Yïxíjiê 
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—(Book of) Ezekiel —Yïxíjiê(shõ) 
face wöjù 
face; character miènmù 
face; self-esteem; honour; self-respect liçn 
face; upper surface; outer surface; side 
(flat) 

mièn (See also: biån; fångmièn) 

fact; actuality; reality; realistic; practical shîjð 
fact; reality shðshî 
factory; industrial unit gñngchçng 
faculty jínêng 
Fahrenheit huèshidù 
fair (funfair) yòulìhuð 
fairly; rather; quite; pretty xiångdång 
faith; loyalty; confidence xðnxín 
faith; trust; confidence xiångxðn 
faith; way of belief xðnyçng 
faithful; integrity keeper zhñngyð 
faithful; loyal zhñngxín 
falling back again; retrogression; to slip 
back 

tuðbù 

falling to the ground dí zèi dðshèng 
false jïa 
false (imitation) jiçmèode 
false (imitation) mèopæihuô 
false (untrue) jiçde 
false; mistake; error; wrong cuôwù 
falsehood såhuçng 
familiar with shòuxí 
family; household rênjiå 
family; household; home jiå; jiåtîng 
family; household; home jiåtîng 
famine gånhèn  (MW is [yð]chçng) 
famine jíhuång; jíhuang 
famous chõmîng 
famous place; site of special interest mîngshìng 
famous; well-know wênmîng 
fan (for ventilation, cooling) shènzi 
fan; ardent follower [of …] …qiömî 
fan[atic] (admirer) kuængrì èihèozhë 
fancy qîtìde 
far; far away; remote; distant; long way yuçn 
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off 
fare pièojiè 
fare (for a land vehicle) chéfìi 
fare (on a boat) chuænfìi 
farewell do huånsônghuð 
farm sðyçng 
farm (cultivation) nòngchçng 
farm (pastoral) xùmùchçng 
farm animals sðyçng de dôngwù 
farmer (cultivator) nòngchçngzhø 
farmer; farm workers; peasant nòngmîn 
farming; agriculture nòngyì 
farmlands; countryside; village; rurals nòngcõn 
far-reaching; widespread; extensive guçngfèn 
fashion (mode, vogue) shîzhuång 
fast; quick; rapid kuèi 
fast; quick; sharp kuèi 
fat; fertile; rich (soil) fêi 
fat; grease; oil yòu 
fat; obese pèng 
fat; plump bço 
fate; ‘luck’; to ship; transport yùn 
father fù qín; fùqin; bèba 
father fùqin; fù qín; bèba 
father; dad bèba; fù qín 
father's elder sister; aunt gõmø 
father's mother; paternal grandmother nçinai 
father's younger brother; uncle shõfù 
father's younger brother's wife; aunt shõmø 
father's younger sister; aunt gõgu 
fault guôcuô 
fault; mistake; wrong; by mistake; 
wrongly 

cuô 

favourite; favorite tìbiê xïhuan de 
fax chuænzhén 
fax machine chuænzhénjí 
fear kóngjù 
fear (godly fear) jðngwìi 
fear; dread; to be afraid; to dread hèipè 
feast; banquet yènhuð 
February Ìryuì 
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fed up fæn le 
fed up; sick of 
— to be fed up [of …] 

yènjuèn 
— [duð …] yènjuèn le 

fee shñufìi 
fee for joining up huðfìi 
fee; charge; price jièqiæn; jièqian 
feel at ease (to f…); to be relieved ånxín 
feeling; affection; emotions; sentiments gçnqîng 
feeling; feelings; impressions gçnxiçng 
feeling; perception; to feel; perceive; 
sense 

gçnjuê 

fellow student(s) tòngxuê(men) 
female cíde 
female nýde 
female … ný- 
female police officer; policewoman ný jïngchæ 
female private part yíndèo 
fence lîbå 
fence shånlæn 
ferry dùchuæn 
fertile fêiwôde 
fever; to have a high fever fåshåo 
few jîshço 
few; less; not as many shço 
fiancê wìihõnfõ 
fiancêe wìihõnqí 
fibre; fibres; fibrous; tissue xiånwêi 
field lïngyù 
field yëdð 
field of authority; jurisdiction fènwêi 
field of study comprising …X… …X…ké 
field; farm tiæn 
field; open countryside tiænyë 
fierce xiñngmëngde 
fifteen shîwø 
fifteen cars shîwùlièng qðché 
fifty wøshî 
fighter; soldier; warrior zhènshi 
film (photographic) jiåojuçn 
film; movie film yïngpièn 
film; movie; show (cinematic) diènyïng (MW is [yð]chçng) 
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filth; dirt wõgôu 
filthy ångzång 
filthy language; bad language zånghuè 
filthy; dirty; messy zång 
final; last zuðhôu 
finally; eventually; in the end; at last zhñngyö 
finally; ultimately; eventually zuðhôude 
finance cæizhìng 
financial interest lðxí 
financial; monetary jínqiæn 
finding; to find zhçozhæo 
fine arts mëishù 
fine; clear (weather) qîng 
fine; good yñuzhð 
fine; good; well; easy to; pleasant to; so 
that 

hço 

fine; to penalize; fine; charge a fine fækuçn 
finger shóuzhï 
finger; to refer to; point to[ward]; point at zhï 
fingernail shóuzhïjia 
fingerprint shóuyðn 
finished; complete wænjiêle 
finished; gone böjiènle 
finished; over wænle 
fir tree; pine tree sñng 
fir tree; pine tree sñngshõ 
fire (for heating) löhuó 
fire engine xiåofængché 
fire station xiåofængzhèn 
fire; hot temper; anger; ammunition huó 
firearm; gun qiång 
fireman xiåofængduðyuæn 
fireworks yånhuå 
firm; specific; definite jùtï 
firm; strong; solid jiånqiæng 
first li zuðxiån 
first lizuðxiån 
first (one moment) X, the next Y yðshî X yðshî Y 
first [it's] (one moment) X, the next [it's] 
Y 

yîhuðr X yîhuðr Y 

first time dðyí cð 
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first tone (in Chinese Mandarin) dð-yí shéng 
first X and only then Y (not Y until X) xiån X cæi Y 
first X and then Y xiån X zèi Y 
first; in front; before; earlier; beforehand xiån 
first-class tòudëng 
first-class ticket tòudëng pièo 
fish yö 
fish sauce yölù 
fishbone yöcð  (MW is [yð]gén) 
fisherman yömîn 
fishing net yöwçng 
fist quæn 
fist quæntou 
fitting room shðyíshð 
fitting; suitable; appropriate shðhêde 
five mules wùpî luòzi  (pî here is a MW) 
five mules wùpï luòzi  (pï here is a MW) 
five stones wùkuèi shîtou  (kuæi here is a MW) 
five; 5 wø 
fix up (to f…; to arrange; to organize) ånpæi 
fizzy frink; soft drink qðshuï 
flag qî (MW is [yî]mièn) 
flash (for photography) shçn'guångdéng 
flat; apartment gñngyù 
flat; even; level; equal; average pîng 
flat; punctured biçn 
flesh; meat; muscle; pulp rôu 
flexible; mobile; movable; loose huòdông 
flexible; quick; nimble lînghuò 
flight bånjí 
flight number bånjíhèo 
flood hòngshuï 
flood yånshuï 
flora; vegetation; plant zhîwù 
flour miènfën 
flour; powder; to face; in person; directly mièn 
flow; current; to flow; stream; pour liö 
flower garden; yard huåyuæn 
flower; bloom; blossom huå 
flu; cold; cold; cool; discouraged liæng 
fluent; smooth liölð 
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fluent; smooth; successful; favourable shùn 
flute chængdî 
fly (insect) cångyîng; cångying 
flying féixiæng 
flying; flight féixîng 
focus jiåodiçn 
folk song mîn'gé 
followed géncongle 
follower; believer xðntö 
following; along; going with shùnzhe 
fond (to be fond of …; to tend to …; to 
… easily) 

hèo … 

food shîwù 
food dish or course; vegetable cèi 
food; foodstuffs; provisions; grain liængshi 
food; meal; cooked rice fèn 
food; meal; meals cån 
food; meal; portion of food fèn 
food; provisions shîpïn 
foot jiço[qiæn] 
foot jiçoqiæn 
foot (of body); base; foot; support jiçobù 
foot length, approximately 
—(a unit of length about 0.3m) 

chï 

football; soccer zöqiö 
footprint jiçoyðn 
for [one who benefits] wìi …; gëi … 
for [one who benefits] (formal) wìi … 
for [the purpose of] wìi[le] 
for … until now (… defines a period of 
time) 

… yïlæi 

for a little while; once; a bit yîxiè[r] 
for a long time jiø 
for a long time; for ages; long ago zço jiù 
for a long time; for ages; long ago zço jiù 
for a long time; long ago; for ages zço yï 
for a long time; long ago; for ages zço yï 
for a long time; since ages ago hço jiø 
for a long time; since ages ago hçojiø 
for a longer time gìng chængshôu 
for a longer time gìngchængshôu 
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for a moment; for a while yîhuðr 
for a some time; temporarily; by chance yðshî 
for example bïrö 
for example; e.g.; such as bïfång 
for example; such as lðrö 
for example; such as pðrö 
for example; such as rö 
for internal official use nìibù 
for sale dèishôu 
for sale at cut price jiçnjiè chõshôu 
for sale; to sell chõshôu 
for; in order that (the purpose of)  wìile (starting a sentence) (See too: 

yïbièn) 
for; in order that (the purpose of)  yïbièn (mid-sentence) (See also: wêile) 
for; in payment for suèn 
forbidden bìi jðnzhï de 
force; power; strength lð 
forces dèjõn 
forecast; to forecast yùbèo 
forefathers zøzong 
foregleam; vision of the future wìilæi de yðxièng 
forehead ê 
foreign (things in general) wèiguòde 
foreign (with foreign countries) duð wèi 
Foreign Affairs Ministry Wèijiåobù 
foreign affairs; diplomacy wèijiåo 
foreign country wèiguò 
foreign currency wèihuð 
foreign enterprise wèizí qïyì 
foreign language (especially in spoken 
form) 

wèiyø 

foreign language (especially in written 
form) 

wèiwên 

foreign languages zhóng wèiyø 
foreign languages zhóng wèiyø 
foreigner wèiguòrên 
forest sénlîn 
forever; ever; always; everlasting; eternal yóngyuçn 
forgiveness; mercy kuånshù 
forgotten wèngle 
fork chåzi 
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form [the condition or shape] xîng tèi 
form [the condition or shape] xîngtèi 
form; list; table biço 
form; look; manner; appearance yèngzi 
form; shape xîngshð 
form; to fill out a form biçogê 
formal (style of language) guífèn 
fortress bçolëi 
fortunate; “lucky” xðngyùn 
fortunately; “luckily” xðnghço 
fortunately; “luckily” xðngkuí 
fortunately; “luckily” xðngyùnde 
fortune; ‘good luck’ yùnqð; yùnqi 
forty sðshî 
forward xièng qiæn 
foster … (not related by birth) yçng … 
foul smelling nænwên 
fountain pénquæn 
fountain pen gångbï  (MW is [yð]zhí ) 
four cans of beer sðtíng pîjiø  (tíng here is a MW) 
four doctors sðmîng yíshéng  (mîng here is a MW) 
four fifths wù fén zhí sð 
four films (whole process) sðchçng diènyïng  (chçng here is a MW) 
four novels sðbù xiçoshuñ (bù used here is a MW) 
four pairs of shoes sðshuång xiê  (shuång here is a MW) 
four palaces sðzuô gñngdièn  (zuô here is a MW) 
four projects sðxièng gñngchêng  (xièng here is a MW) 
four sets of textbooks sðtèo kìbën  (tèo here is a MW) 
four slices of bread sðpièn miènbåo  (pièn here is a MW) 
four types of vehicle sðyèng ché  (yèng here is a MW) 
four umbrellas sðbç yïzi (bç is a MW) 
four; 4 sð 
fourteen shîsð 
fox höli 
fraction; divided part; minute part fén 
fragmented; broken; to break; shatter; 
smash 

suð 

frame (structural) goùjiè 
frame (Supporting or enclosing) kuèngjiè 
frame of body shénqõ 
France Fçguò 
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frank; straightforward; frankly; simply; 
just 

gåncuð 

free bæibæi 
free of charge miçnfìi 
free of charge; to no effect; in vain bæi 
free of restraints wöxiènzhð 
free; liberated; independent zðyòude 
freedom; liberty; free; unrestrained; 
liberated 

zðyòu 

freely; leisurely xiæn 
French (in general) Fçguòde 
French (language especially spoken) Fçyø 
French (language especially written) Fçwên 
French person Fçguòrên 
fresh flowers xiånhuå 
fresh; new xínxiån 
fresh; tasty; delicious xiån 
Friday Xíngqíwø 
fried yòuzhæ 
friend pêngyou 
friendly yóuhço 
frightened bìi xièzhe 
frightened xièhu 
frock; dress liænyíqön 
frog qíngwå  (MW is [yð]zhí ) 
from còng 
from [China] còng [Zhñngguò] 
from … come còng … læi 
from … on; since … còng … qø 
from … on; since … còng … yïlæi; (See also: zðcòng) 
from … onwards còng … qï 
from … to … (time period) còng … dèo … 
from now on còngcï 
from now on còngjínyïhôu 
from time to time; intermittently duènduèn xùxù 
from X on X hôulæi 
from; since; as; since zð 
from; since; since; ever since zð 
front (in front; ahead) 
— [located] in front of … 

qiænmièn (or: qiænmian) 
— [zèi] … de qiænmièn 

front cover féngmièn 
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front door qiæn mên 
front page (of newspaper) tòubçn 
front seat qiænpæi zuôwìi 
front; ahead; to the fore; ago; preceding; 
top 

qiæn 

frost shuång[dông] 
frost shuångdông 
frown zhôumêi 
frozen bíngdông 
frozen (by a drop in temperature) bíngdôngle de 
fruit guó 
fruit shuïguó 
fruit; benefit chêngguó 
fruitage guóshî 
full of grain wøgø-féngdéng 
full stop punctuation period mark jùhèo 
full; replete; fully bço 
full-time quænrð 
full-time zhuånzhê 
full-time work zhuånzhê gñngzuô 
fumes; vapour; aroma (from chemicals) qðwìi 
fun; excitement; to liven up; jollify; lively rìnao 
function; purpose; role; effect; action zuôyông 
functional; practional shîyông 
fundamental nature; essence; true nature bënzhð 
funding; funds jíngfìi 
funds; money kuçn 
funeral zènglï 
fungus zhénjõn 
funny hçoxièo 
funny; laughable; amusing këxièo 
furious; violent mëngliì 
furniture jiåjù  (MW is [yî]jièn) 
further studies; to do further studying jðnxiõ 
further; additionally jðnyîbùde 
further; to further; better jðnyîbù 
fussy dèjíngxiçoguèide 
future wìilèi de 
future prospect qiænjïng 
future prospects; the future; the way 
ahead 

qiæntö 
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gamble døbò 
game (played for recreation) yòuxð 
gang (of criminals) yðbång 
gap (period of time that is unfilled) jièn'gê 
gap (space between objects) jièn'gê 
gap; breach (as in a fence) huñkóu 
gap; breach (in a fence or hedge) quékóu 
gap; intermission jiènxié 
garage (parking) chéfæng 
garage (parking) chékù 
garage workshop (for repairs) xiõchéhæng 
gardener yuænlîn gñngrên 
gardening yuænyð 
garlic dèsuèn 
gas; gas from coal; gas for heating mêiqð 
gate; main entrance; great door dèmên 
gave * (and really gave *, too – for 
emphasis) 

gëi * (bç, rèng, jièo) 

gear (mechanical) dçng 
Gehenna Jíhènnæ 
Gehenna Xínnìn'gø 
gender; sex xðngbiê 
general (military officer) jiångjõn 
general idea; broad concept dègèi 
general summary; to summarize; 
generalize 

gèikuô 

general; broad; approximate dègèi 
general; common; universal pøbièn 
generally speaking yðbånlæishuñ 
generally; commonly; universally pøbiènde 
generous kångkçide 
generous; staunch kångkçi 
genius; gift; ability; talent tiåncæi 
gentle wênyçde 
gentle; kind; polite hêqð 
gentle; soft; flexible; weak; easily 
influenced 

ruçn 

gentleman (by his manners) shénshð 
gentleman (generally) xiånsheng 
geography dðlï 
geomancy; wind and water féngshui 
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geometric angle; animal horn; money unit jiço 
German (general) Dêguòde 
German (language, especially spoken) Dêyø 
German (language, especially written) Dêwên 
German (person) Dêguòrên 
Germany Dêguò 
gesture; position; posture zíshð 
get (to get to; to manage to) 
— to get to X (where X is a sense) 

jièn 
— X-jièn 

get benefit shôuyð 
get well soon! zçorð kångfö 
gift éncð 
gift; present lïpïn 
gift; present lïwù 
ginger jiång 
girl nýhæi[r] 
girl nýhæizi 
girl; young girl gõniang 
girlfriend nýpêngyou 
glass bñli 
glasses yçnjðng 
glory ròngyèo 
glory; brilliance; glorious; brilliant guånghuí 
glory; esteem; honour; to glorify; honour guångròng 
gloves shóutèo 
glutinous rice nuômï 
go where? to go where? where to? qù nçli? qù nçr? 
goal; target; aim mùbiåo 
goalkeeper shóumênyuæn 
goat (mountain goat) shånyæng 
God Shèngdð 
god- jièo- 
God; Heaven tiån 
god-daughter jièoný 
goddess nýshên 
god-father jièo-fù 
god-mother jièo-mø 
god-son jièozï 
going by 
— …, going in the direction away 
— …, going off 

guôqu 
— …guôqu 
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gold; golden jín 
goldfish jínyö 
golf gåo'ërfõqiö 
good example; pattern model bçngyèng 
good harvest féngshôu 
good name shìngmîng 
good news report xïbèo 
good night wçn'ån 
good points; fine qualities chængchù 
good; bright; pretty (things, places) mëihço 
good; fine yñuliæng 
goodbye; see you again zèijièn 
goods pïn 
goose ê 
gooseberry cùlð 
government zhìngfø 
government department bùmên 
government minister; government 
secretary 

dèchên 

government; supervising authority; 
official 

guån 

governmental officer; staff gènbù 
gradually zhöjièn[de] 
gradually; step; by step zhöbù 
grain; husked rice; raw rice mï 
gram (weight) kì 
grammar yøfç 
grammar yøfç 
grand; magnificent xiòngwëi 
granddaughter; son's daughter sõnný 
grandfather; grandpa (paternal) yêye 
grandpa (child politely calls one much 
senior) 

yêye 

grandson; son's son sõnzi 
grapes pötao 
grasslands; prairies cçoyuæn 
grateful huånxín-gøwø 
grave; tomb fênmù (Hebrew: Xíwõ'ër; Greek: Hçidðsí) 
grave; tomb mù 
gravestone; tombstone mùbéi 
grease; fat yòunð 
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great (great in reputation; prominent; 
remarkable; notable) 

wëidè 

Great Britain Dèbùliìdån 
great dragon dè lòng 
great price; great value guðzhông 
great tribulation dèhuènnèn 
great+all dèdñu 
greater than guçnxiæ 
Greece Xílè 
Greek (language, especially spoken) Xílè yø 
Greek (language, especially written) Xílè wên 
Greek (of things generally) Xílè de 
Greek (person) Xílè rên 
green lþ [de] 
green colour(ed) lþsì [de] 
green peas qíngdôu 
green tea lþ chæ 
greenhouse wénshð 
greetings; regards; to send regards to; 
greet 

wìnhôu 

grey; gray colour[ed] huísì[de] 
grieve yñuchòu 
grilled; toasted; roasted hñngkço 
ground; ground surface; surface of the 
earth 

dðmièn 

ground; reason yuænyín 
group tuæntï 
group xiçozø 
group zø 
group (of friends) yðhuó 
group 
—(a group of ) twelve persons 

kóu 
—shî'êrkóu rên  (kóu here is a MW) 

group; crowd; flock; herd qön 
group; faction; sect pèi 
group; team; troupe; queue; row (of 
people) 

duð 

Guangzhou; Canton Guçngzhñu 
guarantee; to guarantee; assure; pledge bçozhìng 
guard (in a prison) kånshóu 
guard (military) wìibíng 
guard dog jïngquçn 
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guard officer (in a prison) kånshóuyuæn 
guard officer (of a building) bçowìi rênyuæn 
guest of honour guðbín 
guesthouse; hotel bín'guçn 
guidance; direction; advice; counsel zhïdço 
guidance; direction; leadership; to lead lïngdço 
guide xièngdço 
guided tour yóu dçoyòu de lýxîng (MW is yîcð ) 
guilty (criminal) yóuzuð 
guitar jítå 
guitar jîtå 
gum (of jaw) yæchuæng 
gum (part of mouth) chïyîn 
gunpowder huóyèo 
gunshot; shot; to shoot (fire a weapon) shìjí (See also: shìmên) 
guts; viscera; organs [xín]zèng 
gym; gymnasium tïyùguçn 
Ha, ha! (expression of laughter or 
satisfaction) 

håhå  

habit; customs; to get accustomed to; used 
to 

xîguèn 

hail bîngbæo 
hair fè 
hair (on head) tòufa (See also: mèo) 
hair (on the body) mæo  (See also: tòufa) 
hairbrush tòufashuå 
hairdresser lïfèshí 
hairdryer chuífèjí 
hairstyle fèxîng 
half yíbèn 
half a kilogram jín 
half a night bènyì 
half hour bèn'ge xiçoshî 
half; semi- bèn 
half-term holiday qízhñng jiè 
hall tæng 
hall; office chambers; department tíng 
ham huótuï 
hamburger Hènbçobåo 
hammer chuîzi 
Han nationality Hènzö 
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hand out fénfå 
hand(s); by hand shóu 
handball (game) shóuqiö 
handicapped cænjî 
handicraft shóugñngyðpïn 
handiwork; handicraft; handmade; 
manual 

shóugñng 

handkerchief shóujuèn; shóujuènr 
handle bçshóu 
handmade thing gñngyðpïn 
handsome yíngjùn 
handy; convenient fångbièn 
hang on a moment dëngdeng 
happiness; event causing joy; happy; 
pleased 

xï 

happiness; well-being; happy xðngfö 
happy birthday shéngrð kuèilì 
happy; cheerful kuèihuo 
happy; cheerful; joyful lì 
happy; delighted; glad; pleased gåoxðng 
happy; happiness; joy kuèilì 
happy; joyful bö kuèi 
happy; pleasant; delighted; joyful yökuèi 
happy; to feel happy kåixín 
harbour; port gçng 
harbour; port gçngkóu 
hard disk; hard drive (on a computer) yðngpæn 
hard seat yðngzuô 
hard sleeper yðngwô 
hard to bear; uncomfortable; unwell; 
down 

nænshuñ 

hard; difficult næn 
hardly jiçnzhî bù 
hardship; suffering kønæn 
hardship; suffering; to cause to suffer kø 
hardware (for computers) yðngjièn 
hard-working; frugal; ready for hardships kìkø 
hare yëtù 
harm ìguó 
harm hèichu 
harm through food poisoning shðwù zhôngdö 
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harm through poisoning zhôngdö 
harm; badness; damage; disadvantage; 
injury 

hèi 

harmful yóuhèi 
harmless wöhèi 
harmonious ròngqiè 
harp shùqîn 
harvest shñuchêng 
harvest shñuge 
harvest zhuångjia 
hatred chòuhìn 
hatred zénghìn 
hatred; hate; to hate; regret hìn 
haughty; proud; arrogant èomèn 
have a chance to …; may yëxø 
Have a good journey! Bon voyage! yí fån féng shùn! 
have a little; there is a little; a bit; 
somewhat 

yóu diçn[r] 

have a little; there is a little; a bit; 
somewhat 

yóu yðdiçn(r) 

have a successful trip yîlù shùnféng 
have an pleasant trip; enjoy your journey yîlù pîng'ån 
have ever done; have you ever -guo (suffixed to a verb) 
have interest; be interesting … yóu yðsi 
have not …; there isn't/aren't … mêi [yóu] … 
have not …; there isn't/aren't …; didn't … mêiyóu … 
have not; there isn't/aren't mêi yóu 
have not; there isn't/aren't mêi yóu 
have not;; there isn't; nothing; no; not wö 
having become … … le 
having the look of being … shð … de yèngzi 
having the quality of … ; with … yóu … 
hay gåncço 
hazel coloured dèn hìsì de 
hazelnut zhénzi 
He came here and studied twice. tå læi zhìr xuêxî liçngchçng. (verbal MW) 
he got sick tå bðngle 
He has read the Bible three times. Shìngjíng tå kènle sånbièn (bièn: ver. 

MW) 
he prayed three times tå dçogèole såncð 
He said once more the same word. bç tòngyèng de huè yôu shuñle yí bièn 
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he; him; his  tå 
head (of body or organization) shóu 
head (of body) nçodai 
head (of state) yuænshóu 
head of department; minister 
(governmental) 

bùzhçng 

head of section kézhçng 
head of team or class bånzhçng 
head; chief; main; top; start; end; 
terminus 

tòu 

head; leading; first; the first tòu 
head-… (chairman, director, head, chief) … zhçng 
headache tòu têng 
headache; to have a headache tòutêng 
headdress tòujín 
headline biåotî 
health; body; (the) flesh; living body shéntï  (See also: ‘shítï’ - dead body) 
health; healthy jiènkång 
hearsay; rumour chuænwên 
heart xíntiæn 
heart (organ) xínzèng 
heart attack xínzèngbðng fåzuô 
heart disease xínzèng bðng 
heart; core; centre zhñngxín 
heart; core; middle; centre; mind; feeling xín 
heart; patience neðxín 
heater fårìqð 
heating (provision of warmth) gông rì 
heating system gông nuçn xðtóng 
heating; warm air; central heating; 
radiator 

nuçnqð 

heatwave rìlèng 
heaven tiåntæng 
heaven wènwù 
heaven; sky; day; weather; season; nature tiån 
heavenly zèi tiånshang de 
heavenly father tiånfù 
heavy chênzhông 
Hebrew (person) Xíbòlæi 
Hebrew language (especially spoken) Xíbòlæiyø 
Hebrew language (especially written) Xíbòlæiwên 
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hedge shùlî 
hedgehog cðwei 
heel (of foot) jiçohôugén 
heel (of shoe) hôugén 
height (how tall) shén'gåo 
height; altitude; highly gångdù 
height; stature gìzð 
helicopter dðyù 
helicopter zhîshéng féyí 
hellfire liìhuó 
hello! (when answering the telephone) wêi; wìi 
hello! (when answering the telephone) wìi; wêi 
helmet tòukuí 
help (to help); to assist bång 
Help! Jiùmðng a! 
hen møyí 
henceforth; from now on jínhôu 
her (of her—for a close person) tå 
her …; of her tåde … (de is omitted for closeness) 
herd [of cattle] yðqön [niö] 
herdsman mùmîn 
here you are; here it is for you gëi nï 
here 
— [located] here 

zhìlï 
— [zèi] zhìlï 

here; this place; hither 
— [located] here 

zhìr 
— [zèi] zhìr 

hereby tìcï 
hero; heroine yíngxiòng 
heroic; valiant; brave; bold yíngyóng 
he's lying tå zèi såhuçng 
hesitation; hesitant; to hesitate yòuyù 
Hey! héi 
hidden yïncæng 
hidden; dark; dull; dim; secluded; secret èn 
hi-fi zõhê yínxiçng (MW is [yî]tièo) 
high priest dèjðsí 
high rise building duñ cêng gåolòu  (MW is [yî]zuô) 
higher authorities shèngbian 
higher authority; upper level; higher grade shèngjî 
highland; plateau gåoyuæn 
highly confidential; secret mðmð [de] 
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highway gñnglù 
highways and byways dèjié-xiçoxièng 
hiking töbù lýxîng 
hill qiõ 
hill; mount; little mountain xiçoshån 
hip (joint) tönbù 
his sweat became as drops of blood hènzhõ rö xuìdí shðde 
his; tå[de] … (de is omitted for closeness) 
historian lðshïjiå 
historic site; remains gøjð 
history; historical record lðshï 
hoarse síyç 
hobby èihèo 
hobby shðhèo 
hockey qõgùnqiö 
holder; folder; pliers; grips; clip jiå 
hole (in clothing, wall) kølong 
hole; opening; gap; empty space; 
Confucian 

kóng 

hole; pit kéng 
holiday jiå(qí) 
holiday jiåqí 
holiday; festival jiê 
holiday; festival day jiêrð 
holiday; vacation jièqí 
holiday; vacation jièrð 
holiness shìngjiê 
Holland; Netherlands Hêlæn 
holy shìng 
holy city shìngchêng 
holy ones shìngmîn 
holy spirit shìnglîng 
home jiå 
home place; native locality jiåxiång 
home town gùxiång 
home town; birth place; home xiång 
homeland gùtø 
homeland; native land; motherland; 
fatherland 

zøguò 

homeless wö jiå kë guí 
homework; assignment; schoolwork gñngkì 
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homework; school task; assignment zuôyì 
homosexual tòngxðnglièn 
homosexual (person) tòngxðngliènzhë 
honest chêngshî [de] 
honest; well-behaved; naive; honestly; 
openly 

lçoshi 

honest-hearted zhïyóu chêngkën 
honest-hearted; sincere chêngkën 
honest-heartedly; sincerely chêngkën de 
honey féngmð 
honey mð 
honey bee mðféng 
honeymoon mðyuì 
Hong Kong Xiånggçng 
honourable; esteemed; distinguished zõnjðng 
hood; bonnet; cap (on head) dñumèo 
hoof tîzi (MW is [yð]zhí) 
hook (for hanging things up) gñu[zi] 
hoop; loop; link; ring huæn 
hope; expectation; anticipation qíwèng 
hope; prospect; expectation xíwèng 
hopefully yóu xíwèng de 
horn (on a vehicle) lçbå 
horn; sound of the horn (instrument) hèo 
horoscope xíngzhèn 
horror film kóngbù diènyïng 
horse mç 
horse racing sèi mç 
horsecart; cart mçché 
horseshoe tîtië 
hospital yíyuèn 
hospital room; ward bðngfæng 
hostage rênzhð 
hostage yðmîng rênzhð 
hostel; guesthouse zhåodèisøo 
hot (temperature); heat; fever; fad; to heat rì 
hot air balloon rì qð qiö 
hot dog hòngchæng miènbæo 
hot spring wénquæn 
hotel lýguçn 
hotel guest; traveller; passenger lýkì 
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hour xiçoshî 
hour zhñngtòu 
hour; time; moment; all the time; 
constantly 

shîkì 

household chores jiåwù 
housewife jiåtîng fõný 
housework jiåwùhuòr 
housing block jiéqõ 
housing estate; housing development zhùzhæi qõ 
hovercraft qðdiènchuæn 
how (how far; how much) - 
  how far, to what extent[?] 
  how much[?] 
  how much (relative) 
  how far[?] 

duñ 
  duñshén[?] 
  duñshço[?] 
  duñshao 
  duñ yuçn[?] 

how (in what manner); the manner in 
which 

zënyèng 

how (in what manner)? zënyèng? 
how (in what manner)?; how come? why? zënme? 
how are you? are you well? nï hço ma? 
how big a …[?] duñ dè de …[?] 
how could X possibly do Y? X nç Y? 
how could X possibly do Y? X nçli Y? 
how do you do; hello; hi nï hço! 
how far; to what extent[?]  duñshén[?] 
how far? duñ yuçn? 
how is it[?] how are things[?] (greeting) zënmeyèng[?] 
how long? duí chæng ne? 
how long[?] duñ chæng[?] 
how many? jï ge? 
how many? (usually less than ten) jï? 
how many? how much? duñshço? 
how much (relative) duñshço 
how much (relative) duñshao 
how much? (money, price) duñshço qiæn? 
how old are you? (to a young child) nï jïsuð le? (See also: suð; niænjð ) 
how old is she? (elderly person) tå duñ dè niænjð [le]? tå duñ suðshu [le]? 
how old is she? (generally) (See suð ) 
how old is she? (young person) tå duô dè [le]; tå jï suð [le]? (tå not 

needed) 
how old? duñ dè suðshù? 
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how old? (to an older person) duñ dè niænjð? duñdè niænjð? (See: suð, 
jïsuð) 

how old? (to an older person) duñdè niænjð? duñ dè niænjð? (See: suð, 
jïsuð) 

how old[?] duñ dè[?] 
how unfortunate! (“bad luck!”) zhén dçomêi 
how unfortunate! (“bad luck!”) zhén dçomêi 
how; what (relative form) 
— … how/what … 
— I’d like to know how to go there. 

röhê 
— … röhê … 
— wó xíwèng zhídèo röhê qù nèr. 

how? how about? zënmeyèng? 
how? what? (question) 
— … how/what …? 
— how was his meeting? 

röhê? 
— … röhê …? 
— tåde jùhuð röhê? 

how[ever]; any way; what[ever] zënme 
however; but kë yôu 
however; but; too; in addition; extra yôu 
however; nevertheless; but; but rather ræn'êr 
huge jùdède 
huge; enormous; great jùdè 
human yóu rênqîngwìi de 
human feelings rênqîng 
human life rênshéng 
human rights rênchuæn 
human rights rênquæn 
human touch rênqîngwìi 
humankind rênlìi 
humility; humble qiånbéi; qiån béi 
humility; meekness; humble; meek wénhê 
humorous yñumôde 
humour yñumô 
hundred million; 100,000,000 wènwèn 
hundred thousand shîwèn 
hundred 
— … hundred 

bçi 
— … bçi 

hungry; to starve ì 
hurdles kuèlæn 
hurriedly; in a rush jîmæng 
hurry up! gçnkuèi! 
hurry up! kuèi diçnr! 
hurt (by an injury) shôushång 
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husband zhèngfu 
husband and wife fõqí 
husband of father's sister; uncle gõzhèng 
husband; Mr.; “Sir” (courtesy to seniors) xiånsheng 
husband; wife èiren 
husband's elder brother; brother-in-law dèbò 
husband's elder brother's wife; sister-in-
law 

sçozi 

husband's mother; mother-in-law pòpo 
husband's younger brother; brother-in-law xiçoshõ 
hygiene; health; hygienic; healthful wìishéng 
I am five years younger wó xiço wø suð (See also: dè, suð ) 
I and you (one or ones directly addressed) zæn[men] 
I called her three times wó hçnle tå sånshéng  (shéng: verbal 

MW) 
I got three beatings wó bìi dçle såndùn  (dùn as a verbal MW) 
I heard; I am told; it is said; one does say tíngshuñ 
I hope so dènyuènröcï (4 characters in phrase) 
I hope; wish; would that; if only dènyuèn 
I went twice wó qùle liçngcð  (cð here is a verbal MW) 
i.e.; that is jî 
I; me wó 
ice bíng 
ice cream bíngjílîng 
ice hockey bíngqiö 
ice skating rink huæbíngchçng 
ice skating; to skate huæ bíng; huæbíng 
ice-cream bíngqîlîn 
icing (sugary coating) tængshuång 
idea 
— [an] idea 

yðjièn 
— [yðdiçn] yðjièn (diçn is a MW) 

idea; concept gèinièn 
idea; scheme; plan; decision zhøyð 
idea; thoughts; philosophy síxiçng 
ideal; wish; dream lïxiçng 
identical; one; the same tòngyí[de] 
identity card shénfìnzhìng 
idiot bæichí 
idle; lazy; sluggish; dozy lçn 
if (in the case that) … then yèo[shi] … (jiù) 
if (in the case that) … then yèoshi … (jiù) 
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if (in the case that) … then (in that case) 
… 

yèoshi … jiù … 

if (in the case that) … then … rö … jiù …  
if (on the condition that) …, then röguó …, nèmuó … 
if (on the condition that) …, then röguó …, nèmuó … 
if (supposing) jiçrö [or  yèoshi] 
if (supposing) yèoshi [or:  jiçrö] 
if not; otherwise; else; or else yèobu[ræn] 
if not; otherwise; else; or else yèoburæn 
ignorant wözhí 
I'll have (colloquially, have to eat or 
drink) 

læi 

illegal féifç 
illegal copy; pirated copy dèobçn 
illness; sickness; disease; to be ill; to fall 
ill 

bðng 

illusion; imaginary picture; fantasy huènxiçng 
illustrated newspaper; illustrated 
periodical 

huèbèo 

illustration 
— [an] illustration 

huè 
— [yðfö] huè 

image; picture (like on a T.V. screen) töxièng 
imagination; to envisage; imagine; picture xiçngxièng 
imperfect bùwænmëi 
impolite bö kìqi de 
impolite; rude wölï 
import; to import jðnkóu 
important yèo 
important; extreme; very serious bùdêliço 
important; serious; critical (state of 
health) 

yèojïn 

impossible bù kënêng 
impression yðnxièng 
impressive wëidè 
impressive; great shìngdède 
improvement; to improve gçijðn 
improvement; to improve; make better gçishèn 
in 
— [located] in 

lïmièn 
— [zèi] … lïmièn (or: lïmian) 

in (joining in) chånjiå 
in a disorderly mess; in a disorderly way luèn 
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in a loud voice; loudly dèshéng 
in a moment dëng yíxiè 
in a row; one after another yðliæn 
in a rush; suddenly hõræn 
in addition jiåshèng 
in addition to …X… also …Y… chöle …X… [yïwèi] hæi …Y… 
in addition; furthermore; besides zèishuñ 
in an instant; suddenly; all at once yîxiè[r] 
in an instant; suddenly; all at once yîxièzi 
in any case wölùn röhê 
in confusion; muddled luènqíbåzåo 
in effect cçiqø 
in every place under heaven tiånxiè 
in fact; actually; really; practically shîjðshang 
in fact; really qîshî 
in front of […]; to [someone's] face … miènqiæn 
in front of the eyes yçnqiæn 
in front of; ahead of; before qiæn; yïqiæn 
in front of; ahead of; before yïqiæn; qiæn 
in less than mêiyóu 
in like manner; equally (in like style, 
manner) 

tòngyèng 

in my opinion wó rìnwêi 
in one way; unanimous; consistent yîzhð 
in order to X; so as to go and achieve X qù X 
in other words huènjùhuèshuñ 
in particular tìbiê 
in principle; on principle yuænzê shang 
in relation to; regarding zhï 
in rows yðpæi yðpæi de 
in secret mðmð de 
in sequence; on after the other; 
successively 

xiånhôu 

in short zóngzhí 
in that case; in that manner nème 
in that particular year also dèngniæn (Differs from dångniæn) 
in the air kñngzhñng 
in the city; in urban areas chêng lï 
in the city; in urban areas chênglï 
in the direction of; to; toward 
(somewhere) 

wçng 
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in the location (described by ‘zèi’) … mian 
in the middle of (an action that is 
continuing) 

zèi  

in the night; at night; during the night yìli 
in the normal way; as done usually zhèochæng 
in the opposite direction; upside down dèo 
in the past zèi guôqù 
in the shade under a tree zèi shùyín xiè 
in the world shðjiì shèng 
in the years of that current period dångniæn  
in this way; so; such röcï 
in this way; thus; this manner of; so zhìyèng 
in vain wçngræn 
in 
— [located] in 

lï 
— [zèi] … lï 

in 
— [located] in …; within …; among … 

nìi 
— [zèi] … nìi 

inclination; tendency; to tend to; prefer qíngxièng 
inclined; slanting; askew xiê 
inclined; tending; biased; partial piån 
income tax suódêshuð 
increase; to increase; add; enlarge; rise zéngjiå 
increasingly; even more gìng 
incredible nænyïzhðxðn 
incrementally; gradually; in steps jiènjièn 
indeed (particle to suggest an action be 
done) 

ba 

indeed; happening just as expected; surely guóræn 
indefinitely lasting wènshð-chængcön 
independence; independent dölð 
independent; free; on one's own zðjï 
India Yðndù 
Indian (See: German- of, person, lang…) Yðndù[-de|-rên|-wên|-yø] (See: Dê) 
indication; implication shuñmîng 
indifferent; to be no matter; not definable 
as 

wösuówêi 

indigenous (person) tøzhùrên 
indigenous (things generally) tøzhùde 
individual item; particular thing shðxièng 
individual item; particular thing tiæokuçn 
individual item; particular thing wùpïn 
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individual; few; rare; sparse gìbiê 
individually; separately fénbiê [de] 
Indonesia Yðndùnîxíyè 
Indonesia Yðnnî 
Indonesian (See: German- of, person, 
lang…) 

Yðnnî[-de|-rên|-wên|-yø] (See: Dê) 

indoor shðnìi 
industrial gñngyì de 
industrialization gñngyìhuè 
industrious; hardworking qînfìn 
industry; industrial gñngyì 
inevitable bùkë bðmiçn de 
inevitable; difficult to avoid; unavoidable nænmiçn 
infection (passing on a disease) chuænrçn 
infection (spoiling) gçnrçn 
infectious; contagious chuænrçn de 
inflation lîhõnlþ 
influence yïngxiçnglð 
influence; power shðlð 
influence; to influence; affect yïngxiçng 
information desk wìnxùnchù; xönwìnchù 
information desk xönwìnchù; wìnxùnchù 
information 
— [a] information 

xiåoxi 
— [yðtiæo] xiåoxi  (tiæo is a MW) 

information; (a) message; news (yðtiæo) xðnxí 
information; facts; data zílièo 
ingenious; brilliant; clever (method) qiçomièo 
ingenious; clever; skilful; artful; deceitful qiço 
ingenious; skilled; clever; wonderful mièo 
ingredient pìilièo  (MW is [yð]zhóng) 
inhabitant; resident jõmîn 
inheritance; gift chçnyì 
initial; first; initially; at first; in the 
beginning 

zuðchõ 

initial; first; primary; capital shóu 
initially; first; primarily; above all shóuxiån 
initiative; to take the initiative zhødông 
injection zhùrù 
injection zhùshìjð 
injection; to inject; get injected dçzhén 
injury; damage; hurt; to hurt; injure shånghèi 
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injury; pain; evil nðjðng 
ink môshuï 
ink; black; dark mô 
innocent (not knowing bad) yôuzhð 
innocent; not guilty wözuð 
insect kõnchòng 
insect; worm chòngzi 
insert (to insert) ånchå 
inside 
— [located] inside 

lïmièn 
— [zèi] … lïmièn (or: lïmian) 

inside; within 
— [located] inside … 

lïbian (See also lïmian) 
— [zèi] … lïbian 

inside; within 
— [located] inside … 

lïtou (Colloquial only; see lïbian] 
— [zèi] … lïtou 

inside…; within … … lï 
inspection (official) shðchæ 
inspector; examiner jiçnchæyuæn 
inspector; reviewer (ceremonial) jiçnyuìzhë 
install (to install – e.g. a computer) ånzhuång 
instead of dèitð 
institute; college; academic institution xuêyuèn 
instruction (for taking medicines) föyông fångfç 
instruction manual; book of directions shuñmîngshõ 
instructions; directions; explanation shuñmîng 
instructions; directive; to instruct; direct zhïshð 
instrument; tool; utensil qð 
instruments (laboratory instruments) yîqð 
insurance; to insure bçoxiçn 
integrity; completeness; whole; complete wænzhëng 
intended for dçsuèn … yông se 
intended for … wìi … nïdðng de 
intense (feeling) qiænglì 
intense (feeling) qiængliì 
intense; sharp; heated jíliì 
intensive care tìbiê jiånhù 
intention cönxín 
intention qïtõ 
intention; purpose yðtö 
intentional yóu yð 
intentionally; deliberately gùyð 
interest; delight; liking; preference; taste qùwìi 
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interest; interest in (item engaging 
attention) 

xðngqù 

interest; passion; disposition; manner jðn 
interesting; fascinating; amusing yóuqù 
interesting; fascinating; fun hçowænr 
interesting; meaningful; enjoyable yóu yðsi 
interference; to interfere; meddle gånshì 
intermission; rest; pause xiõxi 
internal; inner nìi 
internal; interior nìibù 
international guòjð 
Internet Yíngtìwçng 
interpretation; clarification; explanation jiëshð 
interpreter kóuyð 
interpreter officer kóuyðyuæn 
interview (for a job) miènshð 
intimate; close; attentively; closely mðqiì 
into … dèo … li 
intonation; melody shéngdièo 
intonation; modulation yødièo 
intoxicated; drunk; inebriated hézuð; zuð 
intoxicated; drunk; inebriated zuð; hézuð 
introduction jiìshèo 
invasion; encroachment; to invade; 
encroach 

qínluì 

invention; to invent fåmîng 
investigation; to investigate; research dièochæ 
investment; to invest tòuzí 
invisible kèn bù jièn de 
invitation (process); to invite (formal) yåoqïng 
invitation (written) [yîfìn] qïngjiçn 
invitation (written) [yîfìn] qïngtië 
invoice fåpièo 
involved juçnrù jiõfén 
involved shìjîdèo 
Ireland Èi'ërlæn 
Irish (See: German: of, person, lang.) Èi'ërlæn [-de|-rên|-wên|-yø] (See: Dê) 
iron (for pressing clothes) yùndóu 
iron (metal) tië 
iron rod; iron bar tiëbèng 
is on loan jiìchõqu le 
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Is there anyone serving you? yóu rên zèi jiédèi nîn ma? 
Islam Huîjièo 
Islam Qíngzhénjièo 
Islam Yísílænjièo 
Islamic Qíngzhénjièode 
Islamic Yísílænjièode 
island dço 
isolated; remote; alone gõlð 
Israel Yïsìliì 
it depends qîngkuèng [êr dðng] 
it doesn't matter; it's OK mêi guånxi 
it fortunately just happened that; “luckily” qièhço 
it has become cold tièn bièn lëng le 
it is indeed …; however … shð …; kêshð … 
It is or it isn't? Is it or isn't it? shð bö shð? 
it looks … kènqïlai … 
it looks like; appears as if kèn yèngzi 
it looks like; appears as if kènlai 
it looks like; appears as if kènqïlai 
it looks like; appears as if kèn yèngzi 
it may be X X de læi 
it may not be X X bù læi 
it takes dëi 
it takes … yèo … 
it was always the case that … … bënlæi jiù … 
it; to it tå 
Italian (See: German- of, person, lang…) Yðdèlð[-de|-rên|-wên|-yø] (See: Dê) 
Italy Yðdèlð 
item; piece jièn 
item; scheme; project xièngmù 
itinerary rðchìngbiço 
its tåde 
it's a pity; What a pity! këxí [le] 
it's just that jiùshi 
it's not wrong; it's right mêicuô 
it's nothing; don't mention it mêi shênme 
it's OK; it doesn't matter; be not too busy mêishðr 
ivory xièngyæ 
jacket wèitèo 
jacket; coat wèiyí 
jam (to be in a traffic jam) dø ché 
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jam; marmalade guójièng (See also: jözi jièng) 
Japan Rðbën 
Japanese (of Japan, generally) Rðbënde (See also: Rð-wên|-yø) 
Japanese (person) Rðbënrên 
Japanese language (especially spoken) Rðyø 
Japanese language (especially written) Rðwên 
Japanese yen Rðyuæn 
jazz juêshðyuì 
jealous jðdù 
jeans niözçikù 
Jehovah Yéhêhuæ 
Jehovah's Witness Yéhêhuæ Jiènzhìngrên 
jelly (wobbly dessert) guózðdông 
Jerusalem Yélùsålëng 
Jesus Yésõ 
Jew Yòutèirên 
jewelry shóushð 
jewelry zhõbço 
Jewish Yòutèi de 
jogging mènpço 
joint venture hêzí qïyì 
joke; amusing story; to laugh at; ridicule xièohuè; xièohua 
joke; rib; jest wænxièo 
jolly; joyful; happy huånlì 
journalist; reporter; recorder jðzhë 
journey lùtö 
joy xïlì 
joy; happiness; delight; pleasure lìqù 
Judah Yòutèi 
judge (court) fçguån 
judge; referee cæipèn 
judo ròudèo 
jug; pitcher dè shuïguèn 
juice guózhí 
jumper (wooly) tèotòushån 
junction; intersection; crossing lùkóu 
June; month 6 Liùyuì 
jungle cònglîn 
jury (competition) pîngjiçngtuæn 
jury (court case) pêishëntuæn 
just a few moments ago; just now gångcæi 
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just a few moments ago; just now gånggång 
just a touch; a bit; slightly; light; gentle diçn; diçnr 
just about to; just upon lîn 
just about to; on the point of zhìngyèo 
just at the moment when; just when zhìngdång 
just at the right time; it just happens zhìngqiço 
just briefly X (X is a verb)   … X yð X (pronounced as yð X or yî X) 
just briefly X (X is a verb) … X yð X (pronounced as yð X or yî X) 
just now; punctually; exactly (time) zhìng 
just right (correct amount) zhìnghço 
just so so hæi këyï 
just talking; talking alone guång shuñ 
just; impartial; fair gñngzhìng 
just; impartial; fair; reasonable gñngpîng 
just; merely; barely jïn 
just; merely; barely jïnjïn 
just; only; exactly jiù 
just; right; exactly (located) … zhìng … 
just; simply; purely; only; solely; alone guång 
justice; impartiality; fairness gñngpîng 
justice; impartiality; fairness gñngzhìng 
kangaroo dèishø 
karate kñngshóudèo 
karate Rðbën kñngshóudèo 
kerb; curb lùbiån xiångbiånshî 
kerb; curb xiångbiånshî 
kerb; curb lùbiån xiångbiånshî 
kettle shuïhö 
key (for a lock) yèoshi 
key (on a computer keyboard) jièn 
keyboard (computer keyboard) jiènpæn 
kid (of a goat) xiço shånyæng 
kidney shìn 
kidney beans dåodôu 
kilogram gñngjín 
kilometre gñnglï 
kind (caring) shènliæng 
kind (to be kind to; to cherish; to use 
sparingly) 

èixí 

kind; caring hê'çi 
kind; warm; cordial qínqiì 
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kindly; thoughtful; considerate; merciful rêncî 
kindness éndiçn 
kindness tïtié 
kindness; forgiveness; consideration; 
mercy 

rêncî 

king guòwæng 
King Jõnwæng 
kingdom wængguò 
kiss jiéwën 
kiss qínzuï 
kiss wën 
kit; equipment shìbìi 
kitchen chöfæng 
kite fångzheng 
kitten; little cat xiçomåo 
kiwi fruit mîhòutæo 
knee xígèi 
knife and fork dåochå 
knife; cutter; razor; sword dåo 
knot (in string, etc.) jiê 
knot (in wood) jiêbå 
knowledge zhíshi 
Korean (language, especially spoken) Hænyø 
laboratory; test centre shîyènshð 
laboriously; to work hard; endure trouble xínkø 
labour; manual work; artificial rên'gñng 
lace (material) huåbiån[r] 
lack of appreciation wödông-yözhñng 
lack; shortcoming; deficiency; to lack quéfæ 
lacking bùzö 
lacking quéshço 
lacking; short of chè 
lad; young man xiçohuózi 
ladder tízi 
ladle; scoop; dipper chængbïngshæo 
lady; miss nýshð 
lake hö 
lakeside beach hötån 
lamb (animal) xiço yæng 
lame bójiço de 
lameness bójiço 
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lampshade déngzhèo 
land; dry land lùdð 
land; earth; soil; ground; floor dð 
land; terrain; territory tødð 
landlord dðzhø 
landlord fængdñng 
lane (of a carriageway) chédèo 
lane of a highway carriageway lùxièn 
lane; alley xiælù 
lane; alley xièng 
lane; passage; alleyway hötông 
language yø(yæn) 
language yøyæn 
language (a certain one, mainly spoken)  
— … language 
— English language (especially spoken) 

yø 
— …yø 
— Yíngyø 

language (a certain one, mainly written)  
— … language 
— English language (especially written) 

wên  
— …wên 
— Yíngwên  

language laboratory yøyæn shîyènshð 
language; writing wên 
Lantern Festival Yuænxiåojiê 
Laos Lçowñ 
Laos Liæoguò 
Laotian (See: German- of, person, 
lang…) 

Lçowñ[-de|-rên|-wên|-yø] (See: Dê) 

Laotian (See: German- of, person, 
lang…) 

Liæo[guò][-de|-rên|-wên|-yø] (See: Dê) 

large coat; overcoat dèyí 
large quantity [of] dèlièng [de] 
large; heavy; strong; loud; major dè 
large; large-scaled dèxîng 
large; loose (clothes) fêi 
largely; generally; in the main dètïshèng 
last night zuòwçn 
last time shèng cð 
last time; last occasion shèngcð 
last week shèng xíngqí 
last year; the year gone qùniæn 
last; rear; latter hôu 
late at night shényì 
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late gathering; evening party wçnhuð 
late; delayed; late wçn 
later guô yíhuïr 
later yíhuïr 
later (than planned or suggested) wçndiçn; wçndiçnr 
later; after hôu 
later; in the future huîtòu 
latest news zuð xín xiåoxi 
latest; up-to-date zuð xín 
Latin (especially spoken) Lådíngyø 
Latin (especially written) Lådíngwên 
laundry (place) xïyífæng 
law (as a subject of study) fçxuê 
law (scientific, physical) dðnglþ 
law court fçtîng 
law court fçyuèn 
law; legislation (country's rules) fælþ 
lawn; meaadow cçodð 
lawnmower gécçojí 
lawyer; solicitor; barrister lþshí 
layer; floor; storey cêng 
lazy lçnduô 
leaded petrol hænqiån qðyòu 
leader lïngdçorên 
leader(s); chief lïngxiù 
leaf yìzi 
leaf; leaves (foliage) yìzie 
leaflet  
— [a] leaflet 

zæzhð 
— [yîfìn] zæzhð (fìn is a MW) 

learned person; scholar xuêzhë 
learning; scholarship xuêwen 
learning; scholarship; learned; academic xuêshù 
least costly (most cheap) zuð piænyi de 
least difficult (most easy) zuð ròngyi de 
least; at least zhðshço 
leather pîgê 
leather bag; briefcase pîbåo 
leave request; leave permit; sick 
certificate 

jiètiæo 

leave; vacation; break; holiday jiè 
leaving; to ‘be off’ zóu 
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lecture jiçngzuô 
lecture; speech; talk; report; to inform; 
report 

bèogèo 

lecturer (university) jiçngshí 
left (not right); left side; left-hand; left-
wing 

zuó 

left side; left-hand side zuóbian 
left-hand zuóshóu 
leg; thigh tuï 
legal hêfç 
legend chuænshuñ 
leisure kôngxiæn 
leisure centre yùlì zhñngxín 
leisure; recreation; free (time) xiæn 
lemon; citrus nîngmêng 
lemonade nîngmêngshuï 
lemongrass xiångmæo 
length chængdù 
length of time; duration; age lîng 
leopard bèo 
less of (something) gìngshçode 
less than … (some value) bö dèo … 
less than; within yïnìi 
less; a smaller amount shço 
lest; so as to avoid miçndê 
let be that …; may … yuèn … 
let whatever be; no matter [how; what; 
who] 

rìn[ping] 

let whatever be; no matter [how; what; 
who] 

rìn[ping] 

Let's … (do something) zænmen … ba! 
let's go; come on; hurry up! kuèi! 
letter (document); correspondence; mail xðn 
letter box; mailbox xðnxiång 
letter; character; letter of an alphabet zðmø 
letter; document 
— [a] letter; document 

shõ  
— [yðbën] shõ 

lettuce shéngcèi 
level (in height) gåodù 
level of intensity; measure of strength qiængdù 
level; flat plane; plateau shuïpîng mièn 
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level; horizontal line shuïpîng xièn 
level; horizontal; across; transverse hêng 
level; standard; height above datum level shuïpîng 
li; 0.5 kilometre lï 
liang; 0.05 kilogram [of] lièng 
liberation; release; emancipation jiëfèng 
library töshõguçn 
licence plate (vehicle) pæizhèo 
licence; permit pæizhèo 
life (our being existent) shéngmðng 
life; command; order; destiny; lot mðng 
life; lifetime (period between birth and 
death) 

shôumðng 

life; livelihood shénghuò 
lifetime yíbìizi 
lifetime; throughout one's entire life yîbìizi 
lift; elevator; escalator dièntí 
light bulb déngpèo 
light from sun or moon guång 
light in shade of colour dèn 
light meal; snack; refreshments diçnxin 
light meal; snack; refreshments xiçochí 
light X (X is a colour) qiçn X 
light; beam; ray guångxièn 
light; bright; showing potential; open; 
frank 

guångmîng 

light; lamp; to light (lamp) déng 
light; narrow zhçi 
light; shiny; bright lièng 
light; to shine guång 
lighter (ignition) dçhuójí 
lighthouse déngtç 
lightly; gently; softly qíng 
lightning shçndièn 
lightning flashes dç shçn 
lightweight; small; young; easy to do qíng 
likely; probably hën kënêng 
likeness; image; form; appearance xîng xièng 
likeness; image; form; appearance xîng xièng 
likeness; image; form; appearance; shape xîngzhuèng 
likewise tòngyèngde 
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limit (unpassable) xièndù 
limit of ability zhïnêng 
limited yóuxièn 
line (mark); boundary line; limit jiìxièn 
link; connection; contact; liaison liænxð 
lion shízi 
lioness møshízi 
lip chön 
lips zuïchön 
lipstick kóuhòng 
list dånzi 
list mîngdån 
list mùlù 
literature wênxuê 
litre shéng 
liveliness; vigour; vitality; energy jíngshen 
lively; motivating; moving shéngdông 
lively; true to life huòpo 
lively; vigorous; energetic jíngshen 
liver gån 
living organisms shéngwù 
living room qïjõshð 
load (amount carried in one go) zhuångzèilièng 
load 
[a vehicle] load 

huôwù 
[yí ché] huôwù 

load; burden; to carry a load; to bear; 
sustain 

fùdån 

local dðfång 
local; of the present place dångdð 
located [across from …] zèi [… duðmièn] 
located [after …] zèi [… yïhôu] 
located [after; behind …] zèi [… hoùbian] 
located [ahead of …; in front of …] zèi [… qiænmian] 
located [ahead of; before] zèi [… qièn] 
located [among …] zèi [… zhí zhñng] 
located [around …; surrounding …] zèi [… zhñuwêi] 
located [around …]; located [near to …] zèi [… zhì yídèi] 
located [at … beforehand—time of 
occurence] 

zèi [… zhíqiæn] 

located [at] zèi [… mièn] (or: mian) 
located [before …] zèi [… yïqiæn] 
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located [behind …] zèi [… hôu] (or: hôubian or hôumian) 
located [behind …] zèi [… hôubièn] (or: hôubian) 
located [behind …] zèi [… hôumièn] (or: hôumian) 
located [below; under; underneath; with] zèi [… xièbian] 
located [between …] zèi [… zhíjiån] 
located [between] zèi [zhñngjiån] 
located [between] zèi [zhñngjiån] 
located [beyond …; on the far side of …] zèi [… nè bian] 
located [by]; located [near to] zèi [… yðn] 
located [down] zèi [xiè] 
located [down] zèi [xiè] 
located [during …] zèi [… qíjiån] 
located [here] zèi [zhìlï] 
located [here] zèi [zhìr] 
located [here] zèi [zhìlï] 
located [here] zèi [zhìr] 
located [in …; within …; among …] zèi [… nìi] 
located [in front of …] zèi [ … de qiænmièn] 
located [in front of; ahead of] zèi [… de qiænmièn] 
located [in the region of] zèi [… yîdèi] 
located [in] zèi [… lï] 
located [in] zèi [… lïmièn] (or: lïmian) 
located [inside …; within …] zèi [… lïtou] (Colloquial only; see lïbian] 
located [inside] zèi [… lïbian] (or: lïbièn) 
located [inside] zèi [… lïmièn] (or: lïmian) 
located [near to …] zèi [… zhì yídèi] 
located [on …; at …; above …] zèi [… shèng] (or: shang) 
located [outdoors; outside the building] zað [shðwèi] (See also: yëwèi) 
located [outdoors; outside the building] zað [yëwèi] 
located [outside of …] zèi [… wèimièn] (or: wèimian. See also: 

wèibian) 
located [outside; out] zèi [… wèi] 
located [outside; out] zèi [… wèibian] 
located [surrounding …] zèi [… zhñuwêi] 
located [there] zèi [nèlï] 
located [there] zèi [nèli] 
located [there] zèi [nèr] 
located [there] zèi [nèlï] 
located [there] zèi [nèr] 
located [under; underneath; below; with] zèi [… xièmian] 
located [under] zèi [… dïxiè] 



  

Pinyin Mandarin Introductory Course - Dictionary for Theocratic Use - English to Mandarin 
 

 

© B. J. Burford and E. J. Burford 2005-2013  104 www.jaspell.co.uk   10 May 2013 

located [upon] zèi [… shèngmian] 
located [when] zèi [… shî] 
located [where?] zèi nçlï? 
located [where?] zèi nçr? 
located [where?] zað [nçlï?] 
located [where?] zèi [nçr?] 
location; place dð 
location; place dðdiçn 
locked suózhù 
lofty; high chònggåo 
logical föhê luòjí de 
London Löndõn 
lonely gõdö 
lonely jðmô 
long chængmiæn 
long (size) chæng 
long ago hën jiø yïqiæn 
long ago hën jiø yïqiæn 
long life chængshôu 
long live …! viva …! vivat …! wènsuð …! 
long live …! viva …! vivat …! wènyí …! 
long; of long standing yñujiø 
long-distance call chængtö diènhuè 
long-lasting chængjiø 
look out! zhùyð! 
look! nï kèn 
looks; appearance mèo 
looks; appearance wèimèo 
loose (not fastened tightly) sñngdôngde 
loose (not in a packet) sènzhuångde 
loose; not firmly fixed sñng 
loose; relaxed; slack; to loosen; relax; 
slacken 

sñng 

loosely fitting (clothes) kuånsñng 
lord zhø 
Lord's Day zhø de rðzi 
lost (having lost one's way) mîlù 
lost property shíwù zhåolïngchù 
lots of; many; some number of xøduñ 
lottery cçijiçng 
lottery; lottery ticket cçipièo 
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loudspeaker lçba 
lounge; rest room xiõxishð 
lovable; appealing; cute; lovely; beloved kë'èi 
love (affection) èi 
love (to love [someone]; to like very 
much) 

èi 

love (to love [something]; to be keen on; 
to be fond of) 

èihèo 

love (to love) èi'xín 
love based on principle jíyö yuænzê de èi 
love deeply (to l…) èidèi 
love for neighbour (love of neighbour; 
neighbourly love) 

èi lînrên de xín 

love never fails èi shð yóng bù xiåotuð de 
love; affection; passion èiqîng 
love; passion; love affair lièn'èi 
low (short; not high; not tall) çi 
low (temperature, height, voice) dí 
lower jaw xiè'ì 
lower; lesser; inferior xiè 
loyal zhñngpö 
loyal zhñngshî 
loyal; sincere zhñngchêng (See: zhñngxín, zhénchêng ) 
loyalty zhñngzhén-bùyö 
luck (“good luck”; “good fortune”) xðngyùn 
luck (of “bad luck”; “unlucky”) dçomêide 
luck 
— “good luck!” 

zhù nï hçoyùn 

luggage; bags; baggage; belongings 
carried 

xîngli 

lump; piece; cube kuèi 
lungs fìi 
luxurious hæohuæde 
luxury shéchï 
luxury hotel hæohuæ lýguçn 
lychee lðzhí 
Macao Èomên 
machine jíqð 
machine tool (lathe, etc.) jíchuæng 
machinery; engine; mechanics; 
mechanism 

jíxiì 



  

Pinyin Mandarin Introductory Course - Dictionary for Theocratic Use - English to Mandarin 
 

 

© B. J. Burford and E. J. Burford 2005-2013  106 www.jaspell.co.uk   10 May 2013 

mad få féng 
mad; crazy kuæng 
mad; crazy; insane féng 
mad; furious; very angry féichæng shénqð 
mad; furious; very angry féichæng shénqð 
Madam; aunty; nan (respect to older 
woman) 

dèmå; lçodèmå 

Madam; aunty; nan (respecting older 
woman) 

lçodèmå 

Madam; aunty; nan (respecting older 
woman) 

lçodèniæng 

Madam; elderly lady (respects elderly) lçotèitai 
made shî 
made of earth; earthen; clay tø 
magazine (thin magazine) 
— [a] thin magazine 

zæzhð 
— [yîfìn] zæzhð (fìn is a MW) 

magic yóu mòlð de 
magic; magical arts mòshù 
magic; magical arts xðfç; mòshù 
magnetic tape lùyíndèi 
magnifying glass fèngdè jðng 
mahjong mæjièng 
maiden name niængjiå de xðng 
main computer zhøjí 
main course zhìngcån 
main course (meal) zhø cèi 
main idea; most important point yèodiçn 
main point; point being emphasized zhôngdiçn 
main road dèjié 
main; chief zhìng 
main; chief; master; general; total zóng 
majority; (great+many) dèduñshù 
majority; mostly dèbùfen 
make-up huèzhuång 
Malaysia Mçlæixíyè 
Malaysian (generally) Mçlæixíyède 
Malaysian (person) Mçlæixíyèrên 
male næn 
male (animals); powerful; virile (humans) xiòng 
male (male sex) nænxðng 
male … næn-… 
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male human; man nèn 
male private parts gåowæn 
man and woman næn-ný 
man; husband nænrên 
managed to understand by hearing tíngdóngle 
management; to manage; succeed guçnlï 
managing; passing 
— to manage to … 

guôqu 
— …guôqu 

Mandarin; common language spoken Pøtñnghuè 
mango mængguó 
manner; way; method fångfç  (MW is [yð]zhóng) 
manually; by hand shóugñng 
many; a lot of; numerous hën duñ 
many; a lot of; numerous hën duñ 
many; more; much; extra duñ  (See also: gìng, zèi) 
many; numerous; large group of dèpí 
mao (Chinese money unit) mæo 
map dðtö 
marching area cåochçng 
margarine rênzèo huængyòu 
margarine (artificial butter) rênzèo huængyòu 
mark (German mark) mçkì 
mark; grade (in examinations) fénshù 
mark; imprint; seal; stamp yðn 
mark; track; trace hênjí 
market shångchçng 
market shðchçng 
market; fair; city; municipality; centre shð 
marmalade jözi jièng 
marriage hõnyín 
marriage; to marry; get married jiêhõn 
married jiêle hõn de 
married yï hõn de 
married yïhõn 
marsh zhçozêdð  (MW is [yî]kuèi) 
martial arts wøshù 
martial arts; kung-fu gñngfu 
marvel; amazed jínqî 
mashed potato tødôu nî 
mask miènjù 
mass movement qönzhông yùndong 
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massage (to massage) ènmò 
master craftsman; instructor (title of 
address) 

shífu 

mat dðxî 
mat xiçodiènzi 
matches (ignition) huóchæi 
matching; similar xiångpìi 
mate; husband; wife; “partner” duðxièng 
material information; data cæilièo  (MW is [yî]fìn) 
material; substance; ingredient cæilièo  (MW is [yð]zhóng) 
materialized huèwêi rênxîng 
maternal aunt; mother's sister yî 
maternal grandfather lçoye 
maternal grandfather wèizøfù 
maternal grandmother lçolao 
maternal grandmother wèizømø 
maternal grandparents wèizøfùmø 
mathematics; maths shùxuê 
matter; event; affair; trouble; job shð 
matter; issue; thing; affair shðqing; shðqíng 
matter; thing wù 
matters; affairs; thing; work; duties  shðwù 
mattress chuængdièn 
mature; ripe; cooked; well-acquainted; 
skilled 

shö[de] 

maximum price zuðgåo jiågê 
may I ask; please: a question qïngwìn 
maybe; perhaps; possibly yëxø …; kënêng … 
mayor shðzhçng 
me and your (one or ones directly 
addressed) 

zænmende 

meals provided; food provided huóshî 
mean; average; equally pîngjõn 
mean; stingy; tight; petty; trivial xiçoqð 
meaning hænyð  (MW is [yð]zhóng) 
meaning; significance yðyð 
meaning; thought; idea; theme; idea yðsi  (MW is [yð]zhóng) 
means of transport yùnshõ gñngjù  (MW is [yð]zhóng) 
means; way; method shóuduèn 
measles mæzhën 
meat broth; meat soup; meat stew rôutång 
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meatball roùwæn 
mechanic jðgñng 
mechanical jíxiì 
medical care; medical yíliæo 
medical treatment; to treat; cure; heal zhðliço 
medicine; drug; (some chemicals) yèo 
Mediterranean Sea Dðzhñnghçi 
medium; average; mean zhñngdëng 
meeting minutes; notes; memo; reminder jðlù 
meeting; assembly; party; association; 
union 

huð 

meeting; party (event) jùhuð (MW is [yî]cð ) 
melody; tune; despatch (staff); turn; swap dièo 
melon; pumpkin; gourd guå 
member chêngyuæn 
member of staff jièoyuæn 
member; staff; personnel (in an 
organisation) 

yuæn 

memorial tombs jðniènmù 
memorial; anniversary; souvenir jðnièn 
memory (something remembered) huîyð 
memory; ablility to remember jðyðlð 
memory; recollections; to recall; 
remember 

jðyð 

mental (of a sick mind) jíngshênbðng de 
mental (of the mind) jíngshên de 
mental hospital jíngshênbðngyuèn 
mental patient jíngshênbðngrên 
mental sickness jíngshênbðng 
mental state; mood; feelings xínqîng 
menu cèidån 
mercy cî béi 
mercy cîbéi 
message liöyæn 
message  
— [a] message 

xiåoxi 
— [yðtiæo] xiåoxi  (tiæo is a MW) 

message (given verbally) kóuxðn (See also: tiæo, xiåoxi) 
message (passed on a slip of paper) tiæo  (MW is [yð]zhång) 
message machine; answering machine liöyænjí 
message; information; to believe [in] xðn 
messenger shùxðn 
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Messiah Mîsèiyè 
metal wire jínshøxièn 
metal; made of metal jínshø  (MW is [yð]zhóng) 
meter (like in a taxi) jðchêngqð 
meter; gauge; watch; wristwatch biço 
meter; metre gñngchï 
method; way fçzi 
method; way (how a situation is handled) bènfç 
method; way of doing things; practice zuôfç 
method; way; law fç 
method; way; manner; style; formula fångshð  (MW is [yð]zhóng) 
meticulous; careful; meticulously; 
carefully 

xðxín 

meticulous; detailed; careful xiængxð 
meticulously; in detail; carefully xiængxð 
metre 
— [a] metre; [one] metre 

mï 
— [yí] mï 

Mexico Môxígé 
microphone mèikìféng 
midday zhìngwø 
midday meal; lunch wøfèn 
middle school; secondary school; high 
school 

zhñngxuê 

middle; centre; central; middle zhñngyång 
middle; secondary; high schoolchild  zhñngxuêshéng (See also: xiçoxuêshéng) 
middle-aged zhñngniæn 
midnight wøyì 
midnight; in the middle of the night bènyì 
migraine zhñuqíxðng piåntòutông 
mild (not harsh) wénròude 
mild (not too cold) wénnuçnde 
mile yínglï 
military matters; military; military in 
aspect 

jõnshð 

military unit; army; troops bùduð 
milk nçi 
millimetre hæomï 
million bçiwèn 
million qîyö 
millions bçiwènjð 
mind (to mind; to care about) zèihu 
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mind (to mind; to care about) 
— not to mind 

zèihu 
— bö zèihu 

mind; (spirit; disposition) nçohçi 
miner kuènggñng 
mineral water kuèngquænshuï 
mini wéixîngde 
minor (not serious) qíng 
minority shçoshù 
minus (below zero) lîngxiè 
minus; less jiçnqù 
minute (of an hour) fén[zhñng] 
minute (of an hour) fénzhñng 
minute amount; trace; silk; fine thread sí 
miracle zhèozhe 
miracle; wonderful deed qîjí 
mirror; mirrorglass; lens; spectacles jðngzi  (MW is [yî]mièn) 
mischievous; naughty tièopî 
miserable …; very poor …(condtions) pîngkùn de … 
miserable; very poor (person) pîngkùn 
misery chíjðnkøtou 
Miss; young lady; daughter xiçojie 
missing (not found) shízong 
missing (person lost) shízñngle 
missing … (person) shízong de … 
mist bòwù 
mist wùqð 
mist; fog wù 
mistaken nôngcuô 
mistaken wùjië 
misunderstanding; to misunderstand wùhuð 
mixed hùnhêde 
mixture hùnhêwù  (MW is [yð]zhóng) 
mobile [phone] shóují 
mobile phone yîdông diènhuè 
model (person) mòtìr 
model; type; style; pattern; design shðyèng (See also: shðyèng) 
modern xièndèide 
modern age; present era xièn dèi 
modern style drama; play huèjù 
modernization; modernized; modern xièndèihuè [de] 
modest; humble; with humility; humbly xõxín 
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modest; not self-flattering; simple qiånxõ 
moist; humid shírùn 
møjí hen 
mole héizhð 
moment huðr 
moment in time; instant piènkì 
Monday Xíngqíyí 
money piece (a Chinese unit of money) kuèi 
money; cash xiènkuçn 
money; cost qiæn 
monitor (of a computer) xiçnshðqð 
monkey hòuzi 
month 1 of the lunar year zhéngyuì 
Month 1; January Yíyuì 
month 10; October Shîyuì 
month 11; November Shîyíyuì 
month 12; December Shî'ìryuì 
month 3; March Sånyuì 
month 4; April Sðyuì 
month 5; May Wøyuì 
month 7; July Qíyuì 
month; moon yuì 
monument jðniènbéi 
moon (the object) yuìqiö 
Moon Festival mid-autumn Zhñngqiõjiê 
moonlight; moon yuìliang 
moral code; morality dèodê 
morale; mood; frame of mind; emotion qîngxù 
morality; moral character pïndê 
more gëng 
more (comparative) duñ yídiçnr 
more … than [that] bï [tå] … 
more …; …-er gëng … 
more …; …-er (forming comparatives) gìng… 
more and more … yuì læi yuì … 
more and more each … (e.g. taller every 
day) 

… bï … (e.g. yðtiån bï yðtiån gåo) 

more of (something) gìngduñde 
more or less huó duñ huô shço 
more or less huô duñ huô shço 
more than duñ 
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more than … bï … duñ 
more than 
— more than X units (where X is a 
numeral) 
— 10<Y<20 

jï bù 
— X jï bù 
 
— Y = shîjï bù (10 jï bù) 

moreover; as well as 
— …, not to mention … 

hêkuèng 
— …, hêkuèng … 

moreover; not only that bùjïn röcï 
morning; a.m. (after dawn) shèngwø 
mosque Qíngzhénsð 
mosquito wênzi 
most … (the most …) zuð … 
most; the majority duñshù 
mostly duñbèn 
moth ê 
mother må 
mother mèma 
mother mø qín; møqin 
mother møqin; mø qín 
mother; elder female relation; aunt; 
female 

mø 

mother; mum måma 
mother; mum niæng 
mother's brother; uncle jiùfù 
mother's sister's husband; uncle yîfu 
motive dôngjí 
motor racing qðché bïsèi 
motorcyclist qî mòtuñché de rên 
motorist kåi qðché de rên 
motorized bicycle; motorbike; etc. mòtuñché 
motorway gåosù gñnglù 
mountain gåoshån 
mountain bike shåndðchê 
mountain climbing déngshån 
mountain range shånmèi 
mountain ridge shånjï 
mountain; Mount …; hill shån; …shån 
mountainous region shånqõ 
mourning åitông 
mouse (rodent) xiçolçoshø 
mouse; rat lçoshø 
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moustache xiçohözi 
moustache; mustache båzðhö 
mouth zuï 
mouth; estuary; opening; cut; tear kóu 
move (to move house); to remove; to 
move 

bån 

move (to move) from one place to another bån 
move (to move); to move house; to 
remove 

bån 

moved to …; having been moved to … gçndông de 
movement (campaign) yùndông  (MW is [yî]cð) 
movement (change of position) huòdông 
movement (change of position) yîdông 
movement; activity; the sound of busy 
people 

dôngjing 

moving (the emotions) dôngrên 
Mr. and Mrs.; husband and wife fõfõ 
MSG wìijíng 
much more … … deduñ 
much; many; a lot; numerous hënduñ 
mud; clay; mashed vegetables; purêed 
fruit 

nî 

mug; cup; tumbler; glass (for drinking) béizi 
multicoloured huå 
murder mòushå èn (MW is [yð]qï ) 
murderer shårênfèn 
muscle jírôu 
museum bòwùguçn 
mushrooms mògu 
music yínyuì 
musical instrument yuìqð 
musical instrument yuìqð 
musician (celebrated performer) yínyuìjiå 
musician (working with music) yínyuì gñngzuôzhë 
Muslim Mùsílîn 
Muslim Qíngzhén 
Muslim (person) Qíngzhénjièotö 
mussel gêbìi 
must; to want; to need; beg; request; 
demand 

yèo 

mustard jiìmo 
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mutton; lamb yængrôu 
mutually; each other; one another hùxiång 
mutually; one another; reciprocally xiång 
mutually; one another; reciprocally xiånghù 
my wóde 
My word! åiyå 
my! goodness! wóde tiån 
mystery; puzzling circumstances mî 
myth shênhuè 
nail (on finger or toe) zhíjiç 
nail; spike díngzi 
nailpolish zhíjiåyòu 
naked; nude; bare luótïde 
name xðngmîng 
name; first name; given name mîngzi (See also: surname, xðng) 
name; reputation mîngyù 
name; reputation; pretext; famous mîng 
namecard mîngpièn 
narrow xiæzhçi 
narrows; strait hçixiæ 
nasty; dangerous; threatening xiñngxiçn 
nation guòzö 
nation (a group with a common identity) mînzö 
nation(s) liìguò 
nation; state; country guò 
national guòmîn 
national (of a group with a common 
identity) 

mînzöde 

national (of the group with common 
identity) 

mînzö de 

national anthem guògé 
national costume mînzö fözhuång 
National Day guòqðng [Jiê] 
national economy guòmîn jíngjð 
national flag guòqî 
national income guòmîn shñurù 
national language (esp. in Taiwan and 
H.K.) 

Guòyø 

national minority; ethnic minority shçoshù mînzö 
Nationalist Party; Kuomintang Guòmîndçng 
nationality guòjî 
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nationality; nation; race; tribe mînzö 
nationwide; national quæn'guòxðng de 
native Chinese speaker møyø shð Hènyø de rên 
native language møyø  (MW is [yð]zhóng) 
natural tiånræn 
natural zðrænde 
natural gas tiånrænqð 
natural resources zðræn zíyuæn 
nature zðrænjiì 
nature; fundamental disposition gìxðng 
nature; inborn characteristic bënxðng 
nature; kind; sort (of matter) zhóng 
nature; natural; of course; naturally zðræn 
nature; quality; character (of a matter) xðngzhð 
nature; the great untouched outdoors dèzðræn 
naughty tæoqð 
naughty tiæopî 
naughty wænpîde 
navy hçijõn 
near (to be near to) åi 
near to; around 
— located [near to …] 

zhì yídèi 
—zèi [… zhì yídèi] 

near; close in front of génqiæn 
near; close to qínjðn 
near; close to; nearby; closely related jðn 
near; handy; close to hand jðnbian 
near; nearby one's side [zèi] … shénbiån 
nearby [zèi] …fùyðn 
nearby; close to kèojðn 
nearly; almost (did something) chèdiçn(r) 
neat (handwriting) gñngzhëng 
neat; tidy (clothing, things in a room) zhëngjiê 
neat; tidy; complete; together; similar qî 
neat; tidy; in proper order (objects) zhëngqî 
necessary bðxõ 
necessary bðyèo 
neck bòzi 
neck; collar; to lead; usher lïng 
necklace xiènglièn 
need; request; demand yåoqiö 
negative (condition of electrical charge) fù 
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negative (denying, prohibiting) fóudðng de 
negative (photographic) dïpièn 
negative (value below zero) fù 
negative; decision against fóudðngcî 
negative; unsupportive; unhelpful xiåojî 
neighbour lînjõ 
neither liçngzhë dñu bù 
neither X … (past action or “have”) liçngge X dñu mêi … (change MW ge ) 
neither X … (present or future action) liçngge X dñu bù … (change MW ge ) 
neither X nor Y jð X yôu bù Y 
neither; not either; nor yë bù; yëbù 
neither; not either; nor yëbù 
nephew; son of father's sisters wèishéng 
nephew; son of mother's siblings wèishéng 
nerve (part of nerve system) shênjíng 
nervous illness; crazy shênbðng 
-ness; -ity -xðng 
nest niçochæo 
nest (birds') chæo (See also: wñ) 
nest (rodents, insects) wñ 
net (for sports) wçng 
network guånxðwçng 
network wçngluô 
neutral (chemically or electrically) zhñngxðng 
neutral (not sidingwith any party) zhñnglð 
neutral country zhñnglð guò 
never (about past) còng mêi 
never (about past) còngmêi 
never (about present or future) còng bù 
never (future events) juê bù 
never (future events) yóngyuçn bù 
never (past) cònglæi mêi [yóu] 
never (present or habitual) cònglæi bù 
never … yðzhî bù …; yðzhî mêi … 
never again do … (do this activity no 
longer) 

bö zèi … 

never mind! it doesn't matter; it's OK mêiguånxi 
never mind; it doesn't matter böyèojïn 
new system; new world xín-shðjiì 
new system; new world xínshðjiì 
New Testament Xínyué 
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new vocabulary; new word shéngcî 
New Year xínniæn 
new year 
— “happy new year!” 

xínniæn 
— xínniæn hço 

New Year's Day Yuændèn 
New York Niøyué 
New Zealand Xínxílèn 
New Zealander Xínxílènrên 
new; original; fresh xínyïng 
new; recent; fresh; modern; up-to-date xín 
newborn xínshéng 
news xínwên 
news media; the press; journalism xínwênjiì 
news; information xiçoxi 
news; information 
— [a] news; information 

xiåoxi 
— [yðtiæo] xiåoxi  (tiæo is a MW) 

newsagents bèokån xiåoshôudièn 
newsagents xiåoshôudièn 
newspaper; newspaper print (sheets) bèozhï   (MW is [yî]fìn ) 
newspaper; newspaper print (single sheet) bèozhï   (MW is [yð]zhång ) 
newspaper; periodical; report; news; 
warning 

bèo 

next xiè [ge]; xiè(yî)ge  (ge is a typical MW) 
next (the next) 
— the next X paragraph/s (X is a number) 

xiè 
— xiè Xge duèn (X can be numbers  yî, 
êr, sån, etc.) 

next … (in sequence, series, line) xiè yí ge …  (ge is a typical MW) 
next …; the following … (thing) xièY … (Y is a Measure Word like ‘ge’) 
next door gêbð 
next to (ranking) jïn cðyö 
next to; adjacent to jïnkèo 
next week xièxíngqí 
next year mîngniæn 
nice-looking; attractive; beautiful; 
interesting 

hçokèn 

nickname (favorable) èichéng 
nickname (not favorable) chuôhèo 
nickname (not favorable) wèihèo 
niece; daughter of father's sisters wèishéngný 
niece; daughter of mother's siblings wèishéngný 
night; evening yì 
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night; evening yìwçn 
nightclub yìzónghuð 
nine jiø 
nine books jiøbën shõ (bën is a MW) 
ninety jiøshî 
  No …! (not permitted) bùxø …!; jðnzhï …! 
No …! (not permitted) jðnzhï …! bùxø …! 
No …! (not permitted); not be permitted bùxø …!; jðnzhï …! 
no longer … bù … le 
no longer; not too; not very bödè 
no matter … wölùn … 
no matter what wölùn shênme 
no matter what; whatever happens;  bölùn 
no more bö zèi 
no need to (be) bö yông 
no problem mêi wìntî 
no surprise that næn'guèi 
no surprise; hence guèibude 
no way mêi fçzi 
no way; not in any case fçnzhìng 
no way; out the question bùxîng 
No! That's not so! (responding to positive  
words) 

bù! 

No!, that's not the case! = But yes it is! 
  (faulting a negative suggestion) 
[Note that normally “No” is achieved by 
repeating the verb that was in the 
question. For example,  
  “Do you know?” 
gets the negative response, 
“(I) do not know!”] 

shðde!; (bù!) 

No, as you say! (confirming negative 
words) - 
No, the matter is as you say: 
“Yes, that idea is correct, as you say!” 

shðde! duð! 

No, the matter is as you say. 
  [Yes, that idea is correct, as you say!] 
  (confirming negative words) 

shðde! duð! 

no; not bö (form of bù before fourth tone “  ã ”) 
No; not bù 

— (pronounced “bö” before 4th tone 



  

Pinyin Mandarin Introductory Course - Dictionary for Theocratic Use - English to Mandarin 
 

 

© B. J. Burford and E. J. Burford 2005-2013  120 www.jaspell.co.uk   10 May 2013 

words, for example, “bö shð”) 
nobody shêi dñu bù 
nobody xiçorênwù 
noise (excessive volume of sound) zèoyín 
noise (made by excessive volume of 
sound) 

cæozæshéng 

noise; sound; noisy; loud; to make a 
sound 

xiçng 

noisy (making excessive volume of 
sound) 

cæozæde; zèoshéng dè 

noisy (making excessive volume of 
sound) 

zèoshéng dè 

none dñu bù 
none of X … (past event or with “have) X dñu mêi … (for: bù+le or bù+yóu)  
none of X … (past event or with “have) X yîge yë mêi … (for: bù+le or bù+yóu) 
none of X … (present or past without 
“have”) 

X dñu bù …  

none of X … (present or past without 
“have”) 

X yîge yë bù …  

nonetheless; although jïn'guçn 
nonsense; rubbish fìihuè 
noodles chængshôu mièn 
noodles mièntiæo[r] 
noon; midday; afternoon zhñngwø 
no-one (subject in part of a sentence) mêi yóu rên 
no-one (subject or object in a sentence) shêi yë bù 
nor did X … (e.g. nor did I …) X yë mêi … (for past) 
nor do X … (e.g. nor do I …) X yë bù … 
nor do X have (e.g. nor do I have) X yë mêi yóu 
normal; natural zhéngchæng 
normal; regular gùdðngde 
normal; regular zhìngchæng 
normal; regular (in frequency) dðngqí 
normal; usual; general; normally; 
generally 

tñngchæng 

normally; regularly zhìngchængde 
normally; regularly (in frequency) dðngqí de 
north bëi 
North America Bëi Mëizhñu 
north east; the north east provinces dñngbëi 
North Korea Chæoxiån; Chæoxiçn 
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North Pole bëijî 
northwest; northwestern; northwest xíbëi 
Norway Nuòwéi 
Norwegian (general things) Nuòwéide 
Norwegian (people) Nuòwéirên 
nose bîzi 
nostril bîkóng 
not all bù dñu 
not at all bö xiì 
not at all (lit. no need thank) bö yông xiì 
Not at all (responding expression of 
thanks) 

bö kìqi 

not at all …; not particularly …; not very 
… 

bù zënme … 

Not at all! dångræn bö shð! 
not at all; no way; not a bit yðdiçn[r] yë bù 
not bad; quite good; ‘yes: correct’ böcuô 
not compare well with bùrö (See also rö) 
not even one … yðX … yë bù … (X is a MW like ‘ge’) 
not for certain; not necessarily bùyîdðng 
not look like bö xièng 
not matter …; however … bùguçn … 
not only bödèn 
not only bùjïn 
not only … but also bödèn … êrqië 
not really (reaction to a comment) nçli nçli 
not salty; tasteless; weak; slack dèn 
not see a sight; to disappear; turn invisible kèn bù jièn 
not see a sight; to disappear; turn invisible kèn bù jièn 
not serious; unimportant bö yèojïn 
not so good bù zënmeyèng 
not so good bùzënmeyèng 
not speaking; not making a sound mô bö zuô shéng 
not spicy; mild wìidènde 
not that good bù xîng 
not the least; not even a little yídiçn[r] bù; yðdiçn[r] bù 
not the least; not even a little yðdiçn[r] bù; yídiçn[r] bù 
not the same; different; distinct; 
dissimilar 

bùtòng 

not the slightest bit of hæobù 
not to complete doing … (an action) mêi … dèo 
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not to want to bù xiçng 
not to want to bùxiçng 
not very … bö tèi … 
not very good; not too well bù zënmeyèng 
not yet shèngwìi 
not 
— (Note that normally, “Yes” or “No” 
are achieved by repeating the verb that 
was in the question. For example, “Do 
you not know?” when you know, is 
answered: “[I] know!” When you do not 
know, it is answered: “[I] not know.”) 

bù 

not; No bù 
— (pronounced “bö” before 4th tone 
words, for example, “bö shð”) 

not; no (with verbs or adjectives) böshð 
not; not to (no permission - c.f. “Don't 
…!”) 

wù … 

not; not yet wìi 
notable; distinct; marked; prominent xiçnzhù 
note (informal written message) bièntiæo 
note (money) chåopièo  (MW is [yð]zhång) 
note (money) zhïbð  (MW is [yð]zhång) 
note; comment (to explain part of a text) zhùshð 
note; slip; legal clause; article tiæo 
notebook bïjðbën 
notes; record; memo; reminder bïjð 
nothing mêiyóu shênme 
nothing special; so so yðbån 
nothing whatever; none of the things shênme dñu bù 
nothing whatever; none of the things shênme yë bù 
notification; notice; warning tñngzhí  (MW is [yî]fìn) 
nourishment; nutrition yîngyçng 
now and in the future zèi xiènjín hê wìilæi 
now and in the future zèi xiènjín hê wìilæi 
now; currently; at present; nowadays xiènzèi 
now; the present xiènzèi 
nowadays shîzhð jínrð 
nowadays shîzhðjínrð 
nowadays; at this present time; these days röjín 
nowhere nèr dñu bö zèi 
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nowhere (past event or with “have) nçr dñu mêi … (for: bù+le or bù+yóu)  
nowhere (past event or with “have) rìnhê dðfang dñu mêi … (bù+le or 

bù+yóu)  
nowhere (present or past without “have”) nçr dñu bù …  
nowhere (present or past without “have”) rìnhê dðfang dñu bù …  
nuclear bomb yuænzïdèn  (MW is [yð]ké) 
nuclear power-station hêdiènzhèn  (MW is [yî]zuô) 
nuclear war hêzhènzhéng  (MW is [yð]chçng) 
nuclear weapons hêwøqð 
nuisance tçoyèn 
numb mæmù[de] 
number (as for telephone, telex, fax 
numbers and car registration plates) 

hèomç 

number (of a house, fit, etc.); mark; sign hèo 
number of population; number in family rênkóu 
number plate (vehicle) hèomçpæi 
number; figure; digit shùzð; shùzi 
number; figure; digit; a few; some; 
several 

shù 

number; quantity shùmù 
numerous; manifold; extensive; vast; 
great 

guçngdè 

nun (Buddhist) nîgõ 
nun (in Christendom) xiõný 
nurse (medical) hùshi 
nutritious yóu yîngyçng 
nylon nîlòng 
oak (timber) xièngmù 
oak (timber) zuômù 
oak (tree) xièngshù  (MW is [yð]ké) 
oar jiçng (MW is [yð]gén) 
obedient föcòngde 
obedient gñngshùn 
obedient shùncòng 
obedient; following instructions tínghuè 
object (of a sentence) bínyø 
object of affections; boyfriend; girlfriend duðxièng 
objective kìguån 
observation; examination; check guånchæ 
obstruction; hindrance zhèng'èi 
obvious xiçn'êryðjièn 
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obviously; evidently yòu cï këjièn 
obviously; evidently yòu cï këjièn 
occasionally zço qiæn 
occupation; profession (not unpaid 
amateur) 

zhîyì 

ocean; marine waterways; oceans and 
seas 

hçiyæng 

o'clock diçn [zhñng] 
o'clock diçnzhñng 
octopus zhångyö  (MW is [yð]tiæo) 
odd (number of house, seat, row, etc.) dånhèo 
odd number (not even mathematically) jíshù 
odd; one remaining without a partner bù chêngduð de; dånzhí de 
odd; one remaining without a partner dånzhí de 
odd; strange gøgèi 
odour; odor wìir  (MW is [yô]zhóng) 
of [the book] [shõ] de 
of [very good quality] [hën hço] de 
of [yours] [nï]de 
of …; …'s; …s' …de (See Study 18 on transformative 

uses of ‘de’) 
of course dångræn 
of great weight; very important; great zhôngdè 
of minor importance ciyèo de 
of New Zealand (things generally) Xínxílènde 
of poor quality díliì 
of; from [shøyö] … de 
off (turned off) guånle 
off the land; locally grown; unenlightened tø 
offering; to provide; offer tîgñng 
office (place of work) bèn'gñngshð 
office block bèn'gñnglòu 
office director; department head; 
chairperson 

jözhçng 

officer; official (of government) guånyuæn 
official (concerning duties) gñngwù 
official (from public authority) guånfång [de] 
official; formal; regular; officially; 
formally 

zhìngshð[de] 

offspring tåi 
offspring tåi'êr; tåi 
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offspring; child; son; daughter hæizi 
often chæng 
often; frequently jíngchæng 
often; occasionally; now and again chængchæng 
Oh dear! (My word!) åiyå 
Oh! å 
oh! (but oh!) åi 
Oh! (is that so?) ò 
Oh! (just realized) ô 
OK hçode 
OK; acceptable; fine; quite good këyï 
OK; satisfactory; capable; competent xîng 
old home town lçojiå 
old man (disrespectful term) lçotòur 
Old Testament Jiùyué 
old 
— … years old 

suð 
— … suð 

old 
— how old are you? (not older person or 
child) 

suð 
— nï duñshço suð le? 

old; aged (advanced in years); not young lço 
old; much; great; big; large dè 
old; old-fashioned; used; not new jiù 
olden times; in olden times gø shîhou 
old-fashioned (people) shóujiù 
old-fashioned (thoughts, style of dress) guôshî de  (See: shóujiù de) 
old-fashioned; overgrown; long-term lço 
olive gçnlçn 
olive coloured gçnlçnsì de 
olive oil gçnlçn yòu 
-ology (field of study); knowledge; 
learning 

xuê 

Olympic (games) Èolînpïkì [Yùndônghuð] 
Olympics Èoyùnhuð 
omelette jiåndènbðng 
on behalf of; for; in place of; substituting 
for 

tð …; dèi … 

on behalf of; substitute; acting dèi … 
on continuing to … (some current 
activity) 

zèi … 

on doing X [do] Y; after X then Y X zèi Y 
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on earth [zèi] dðshang [de] 
on fire zhæohuó 
on one hand … on the other hand yð fångmièn … yð fångmièn 
on one side (or hand) X, on the other side 
Y 

yð fångmièn X [lðng] yð fångmièn Y 

on one's own; independently; own dölðde 
on the basis; according to; per génjù 
on the dot; punctual; sharp; exact (time) zhìng 
on the dot; punctually; sharp; exact[ly] 
(time) 

zhëng 

on the radio (transmitted, broadcast) zèi guçngbñ li 
on the way jiù læi 
on the way kuèi dèo le 
on the way; all the trip; during the 
journey 

yîlù 

on the way; en route on the road lùshang 
on the whole zhëngtï læi kèn 
on 
— [located] on … 

shang  (or: shèng) 
— [zèi] … shang 

on! 
— … on! … up! (encouraging or urging) 

na! 
— … na! 

on; at; above; on top 
— [located] on …; at …; above … 

shèng (or: shang) 
— [zèi] … shèng 

on; in regard to; on the aspect of … [zèi] … shèngbian 
on; turned on kåile 
once yí cð 
once … (after …) yîdèn … 
once … then yîdèn … jiù 
once; one time yîcð; cðxiè 
once; one time cðxiè 
once; one time yîcð 
once…; as soon as … yð … jiù 
one yí (“yí” is not normally used with a 

measure word (MW) when defining the 
number.)       

one (a person, you) nï; yîge rên 
one (a person, you) yîge rên; nï 
one (meaning oneself, the speaker; I; me) rênjia 
one (particular, certain) móuyí 
one after another; continuously; in a row liænxù 
one after another; even; also; to link liæn 
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one after the other; in succession lùxù 
one and a half yîgebèn 
one another; mutually bîcï; hùxiång 
one at a time; one by one yîge yîge de 
one meal a day mëitiån yídùn fèn  (dùn as a nominal 

MW) 
one pattern; consistent; identical yîzhð 
one side; one time yðbiån 
one square kilometre yð pîngfång gñnglï 
one straight after another; successively fénfén 
one third (fraction of whole) sånfénzhíyí 
one way; alongside; together; side by side yîdèo 
one who …? yèng de rên 
one; a; an; each; per each yí [Pronunciation varies: yí (counting); yð 

(before  à ,  á or  â ); yî (before  ã ))  
one's (e.g. him) self; in person; personally qínzð 
one's person; one's own side shénbiån 
oneself; itself; life; body; person shén 
oneself; personally; in person bën 
oneself; self; self- zðwó 
one-way ticket dånchêngpièo 
onion yængcñng 
only (need or cost) zhï yèo 
only (need or cost) zhï yèo 
only daughter döshéngný 
only if … [otherwise] … chöfei … [bùræn] … 
only if … [otherwise] … chöfei … [fóuzê] … 
only one; single; the same; together; all 
… 

yí … (pronounced as yð … or yî …) 

only son döshéngzï 
only; just; merely zhï 
only; just; merely; sole; however; but zhïshð 
only; only then; only just; not … until cæi 
only; single; sole wêiyí 
only; unless; only if; only by  zhïyóu 
onto shèngle 
onto … dèo … shang 
open (door, window) kåizhe [de] 
open(ed) kaizhe 
open; frank tçnshuèi 
open; open for the public; known to the gñngkåi 
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public 
open-air; outdoors; beneath the sky lùtiån 
opera géjù  (MW is [yî]bù) 
operating system (of a computer) cåozuô xðtóng 
operation (surgical) shóushù 
operator (running a machine) cåozuô rênyuæn (See also: diènhuè …) 
opinion kènfa (MW is [yð]zhóng) 
opinion (in my opinion; as I see it) yí wó kèn 
opinion; idea; view; advice yðjièn 
opponent (debate, argument, viewpoint) fçnduðzhë 
opponent; rival (physical challenge) duðshóu 
opportunity; occasion; chance jíhuð 
opposed; in opposition duðlðde 
opposite side duðmièn 
opposite side; opposite (facing) 
— located opposite … 

duðmièn 
— [zèi] … duðmièn 

optician (maker of spectacles) yçnjðng zhðzhèozhë 
optician (maker of spectacles) yçnjðng zhðzhèozhë 
optician (seller of spectacles) yçnjðng shång 
optician (seller of spectacles) yçnjðng shång 
optimist lìguånzhøyðzhë 
optimistic lìguånzhøyð de 
optional féiqiængzhðde 
or else 
— [is it] X or Y? 

hæishð 
— [shð] X hæishð Y? 

or;  alternatively (as used in questions) … hæishð …; … hæishi … 
oral (of the mouth) kóubù de 
oral (spoken) kóutòu 
oral (taken into the body through the 
mouth) 

kóufö de 

orange (colour) chêng 
orange (coloured) jösì 
orange (fruit) chêngzi 
orange coloured chêngsì 
orange juice jözizhí 
orange; tangerine jözi 
orchard guóyuæn 
orchestra guçnxiæn yuìduð 
orchestra guçnxiæn yuìduð 
order (by number; …st; …nd; …rd; …th 
for ordinal numbers) 

dð … 
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— 1st, 2nd, 3rd — dð yí, dð êr, dð sån 
order (made for goods to be supplied) dðnggôu 
order; instruction fénfu 
order; sequence cðxù 
ordinary; common pîng 
ordinary; common people lçobçixðng 
organ (body part) qðguån 
organ (musical) féngqîn 
organization jíguån 
organization; to organize zøzhí 
organized; orderly yóu zhðxù de 
organizing (arrangement; arranging) ånpæi 
origin qïyuæn 
original (first) zuð zço de 
original (first) zuðchõde; zuðchõ de 
original (not a copy or derivative) yuæn[læi] 
original (not a copy or derivative) yuænlæi 
original manuscript yuængço (MW is [yî]fìn) 
original; first; at first; originally bënlæi 
original; former; previous yuænlæi 
originally bën 
ornament; decoration zhuångshðpïn 
orphan gõ'êr 
ostentation shênshìng 
other areas away from home; external 
regions 

wèidð 

other people; “they” (e.g. they do say) rênjia 
other sheep lðngwèi de miænyæng 
other; another; another [one]; separately lðng 
other; anything else biêde 
other; separate; another; separately; as 
extra 

lðngwèi 

others; other people; another person biê rên 
others; other people; another person biêren; biê rên 
otter shuïtç; tç 
otter tç; shuïtç 
ought not to; ought not to have … (but 
did) 

bënlæi bù yínggåi 

ought to … yínggåi … 
ought to …; had best do … bùrö … 
ought to; ought to have … (but didn't) bën gåi; bën yíng[gåi] 
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ought to; ought to have … (but didn't) bën[læi] yíng[gåi]; bënlæi 
our wómende 
out from còng chõ 
out from còngchõ 
out; outwards; away chõ 
outcry hõhæo 
outdoor shðwèi 
outdoor swimming pool shðwèi yòuyóngchî 
outdoors; in the open country yëwèi 
outdoors; outside the building 
— [located] outdoors 

shðwèi (See also: yëwèi) 
— [zèi] shðwèi 

outer garment on the chest; jacket; 
overcoat 

shèngyí 

outer layer; skin; peel; bark; hide; leather pî 
outer space wèicêng kñngjiån 
outer space tèikñng 
outer space wèicêng kñngjiån 
outer space; empty space kñngjiån 
outside (the outside) wèimièn 
outside (to bring … outside) bç … bånchõlai 
outside … [zèi] … wèibian 
outside of … … de wèibian 
outside 
— outside of … 

wèimièn 
— … de wèimièn 

outside; exterior; foreign country wèi 
outside; external; other; foreign wèi 
outside; out 
— [located] outside of … 

wèi 
— [zèi] … wèi 

outside; out 
— [located] outside of … 

wèibian (See also: wèimian) 
— [zèi] … wèibian 

outside; out 
— [located] outside of … 

wèimièn (or: wèimian. See also: wèibian) 
— [zèi] … wèimièn 

outside; out 
— [located] outside of … 

wèimian (or: wèimièn. See also: wèibian) 
— [zèi] … wèimian 

outstanding (=out+face); excellent chõsì 
outwards; out … chõqu (after a verb) 
oval (the shape) tuóyuænxîngde 
oven kçolö 
oven kçoxiång 
over there nìibiån 
over there; over that side nè biån 
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over there; over that side nèbiån 
over to; after guô 
over 
— over X 

yïshèng 
— X yïshèng 

over; above 
— [located] over 

shèngfång 
— [zèi] shèngfång 

over; above; on; above; overhead yïshèng 
over; to turn over fån'guôlæi 
overall; comprehensive; all-embracing zñnghê 
overcast; clouded over; cloudy; shady yín 
overcast; cloudy duñyön 
overdose guôlièng yông yèo 
over-ripe; rotten; worn out; very well 
cooked 

lèn 

overseas Chinese people huæqiæo 
overseas Chinese people Huæ-rên 
overseas student liöxuêshéng 
overturned dçfån 
overweight chåozhông 
owl måotòuyíng 
own self; oneself; one's own zð 
own support zðshî-qîlð 
own; self; oneself zðjï 
owner; host; hostess zhørên 
oyster hæo 
oyster mölð 
paddy rice shuïdèo 
page yîyð 
page 
— [located on] page three 

yì 
— [zèi] dðsånyì 

page; face of sheet mièn 
page; leaf yì 
pain; ache; to be painful; ache têng 
pain; agony; suffering; to be in pain; 
suffer 

tôngkø 

pain; sadness; sorrow; to pain; ache; hurt tông 
painful; bitter; miserable; very unhappy tôngkø 
painful; distressing tôngkø 
painful; sore suåntông 
painful; sore; aching têngtông 
paint; to paint (buildings, furniture) yòuqí (See also: huè, yòu ) 
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paintbrush (for painting decoration) shuåzi (MW is [yð]bç  ) (See also: huèbï ) 
paintbrush (for painting pictures) huèbï (MW is [yð]zhí ) (See also: shuåzi ) 
painter (for decorating. See also: artist) yòuqíjièng (See also: huèjiå ) 
painting; drawing (activity) huðhuè (See also: huè ) 
paintkiller zhïtôngyèo 
Pakistan Båjístçn 
palace gñngdièn 
pale (face, etc.) cångbæi 
pale (moon) èndèn 
pale; post; pole; stake gån 
pan; pot; saucepan guñ 
pancake bæojiånbïng 
panda xiòngmåo 
pangs of distress chçntông 
panic jínghuång 
panic kónghuång 
panorama quænjïng 
pants; trousers (USA); [under]pants 
(British) 

kùzi (MW is [yð]tiæo) 

pantyhose jïnshénkù 
paper (writing paper, drawing paper) zhï 
paper; document; letter wênjièn 
parachuting tièosçn 
parade (procession) yòuxîng (MW is [yî]cð) 
paradise lìyuæn 
paragraph duèn 
paralysed tånhuèn 
paralyzed tånhuèn 
parcel; package båoguó (MW is [yî]jièn) 
parent; relative; next-of-kin; marriage qín 
parents fùmø 
Paris Bålî 
park; a common; gardens gñngyuæn 
park; garden yuæn 
parking lot tîngchéchçng 
parking meter tîngché jðshîqð 
parliament guòhuð; yðhuð 
parliament yðhuð; guòhuð 
parrot yíngwø (MW is [yð]zhí ) 
part (mechanical) bùjièn; lîngjièn 
part (mechanical) lîngjièn 
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part of male sex organ yíngjíng 
part; portion; section bù fen 
part; portion; section bùfìn; bùfen 
part; section; phase; zone; area; 
department 

bù 

partial; biased; one-sided piènmièn 
particle at the end of a sentence 
expressing admiration, warning or request 

å 

partly yíbùfìn 
partner (dance) wøbèn 
partner (in business) hêhuórên 
partner in business; business partner hêzuôzhë 
part-time féi quænrð 
party; gathering event liænhuånhuð 
passage; access; way through tñngdèo  (MW is [yð]tiæo) 
passageway; passage; corridor zóulæng 
passenger chêngkì 
passenger cabin kìcång 
passenger ship kìlön (MW is [yð]sñu) 
passing beyond 
— … over (becoming abnormal) 

guôqu 
— …guôqu 

Passover ånxírð 
Passover Yöyuìjiê 
passport hùzhèo  (MW is [yð]bën) 
past (o'clock) guô 
past; former guôqù; guôqùde; guôqù de 
pasta Yðdèlð fën 
pastime xiåoqiçn 
pastry (to be baked) miènhö 
patch (mending holes in things) bøding 
paternal grandfather zøfù 
paternal grandmother zømø 
paternal grandparents zøfùmø 
path; alley; narrow lane xiçodèo 
path; footway; walkway zóudèo 
path; route; way (for things to get 
through) 

guïdèo (MW is [yð]tiæo) 

patience; strength; stamina nèilð 
patient; calm nèifæn 
patient; calm; patiently; calmly; patience nèixín 
patient; sick person bðngrên 
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patrol xönluò 
patrol car xönluò ché (MW is [yî]lièng) 
pattern (system evident in form) tö'èn 
pattern(shape followed for making things) yèngbçn 
pattern; model mòxîng 
pattern; model; example mòfèn 
pattern; model; sample yèngzi 
pattern; model; sample; form; look yèng 
patterned fçngzèode 
paved road; pavement põguo de dèolù 
paved road; pavement põguo de lùmièn 
paved surface; pavement põguo de dðmièn 
pavement (footway); sidewalk rênxîngdèo 
paving põguo 
pay attention liöyð 
pay; wages; salary xínshuï 
payment zhífù 
pea wèndôu (MW is [yî]lð ) 
peaaceful hêpîngde 
peace hêpîng 
peace (stability) ånnîng 
peace; pacific tèipîng 
peace; peaceful pîng'ån 
peaceful (quiet) ånjðng 
peaceful (secure; content) ån 
peaceful; impartial; objective pîng 
peaceful; still; calm; quick; silent jðng 
peaceful; undisturbed; quiet qíngjðng 
peacefully; in peace pîngpîng-ån'ån 
peach tæo[zi] 
peach tæozi 
peacock kóngquì 
peak; summit dïngféng 
peak; summit shåndïng 
peanut huåshéng[mï] (MW is [yî]lð) 
pear lî 
pearl zhénzhõ; zhìnzhu  (MW is [yð]ké ) 
pearl zhìnzhu; zhénzhõ 
peas wåndôu 
pebble ê'luçnshî 
pebble shîzï 
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pebble; stone; rock shî 
pedestrian crossing rênxîng hêngdèo (MW is [yð]tiæo) 
pedestrian; walker xîngrên 
Peking opera jíngjù 
Peking opera jíngxð 
penalty chùfæ 
penalty (football) diçnqiö 
pencil qiånbï 
pencil case qiånbïhê 
pencil sharpener qiånbï dåo 
penfriend bïyóu 
penguin qï'ê 
penknife xiåobïdåo 
pensioner tuðxiõ de rên 
people (in general) rênmen 
people of the world shðjiì rênmîn 
pepper höjiåo 
pepper 
— X pepper (colour specified by X) 

jiåo 
— Xjiåo 

peppers; capsicums (generally) qíngjiåo 
per cent 
— X per cent 

bçifënzhí 
— bçifënzhí X 

per; according to; to seize; occupy jù 
per; by; according to, on the basis of èn 
per; in accordance with; in view of yízhèo 
percentage bçifénbï 
perfect zhìngyð 
perfect; flawless wænmëi [de]; wöxiæ [de] 
perfect; flawless wöxiæ [de]; wænmëi [de] 
perfectly; fully; completely wænquæn 
performance; showing; production 
(theatre) 

yçnchõ 

performer; actor [næn] yçnyuæn 
performer; actor [næn] yçnyuæn 
performer; actress [ný] yçnyuæn 
performer; actress [ný] yçnyuæn 
perfume xiångshuï 
perfume aroma xiångwìir 
permanent yóngjiø[de] 
permission xøkë 
permit xøkëzhìng 
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permit; license zhîzhèo 
persecution pôhèi 
persistent; to insist; persist; cling to; stick 
to 

jiånchî 

person on disability allowance lîngqø føxùjín de rên 
person; people rên 
personal character; morality; quality of 
work 

pïng'ê 

personal; one's own; private gìrên de 
personal; own zðjïde; zðjï de 
personal; private sírên[de] 
personality; personal character gìxðng 
personnel; members of staff rênyuæn 
person's information on record lýlð 
perspicacity; insight; understanding xíndê 
perspiration; sweat hèn 
pessimism béiguånzhøyð 
pessimist béiguånzhë 
pessimist béiguånzhøyðzhë 
pessimistic béiguån 
pessimistic béiguånzhøyðzhë de 
pestilence dëng 
pet animal chóngwù 
petrol station jiåyòuzhèn 
petrol station qðyòuzhèn 
petrol; gasoline qðyòu 
petroleum; oil (from underground 
deposit) 

shîyòu 

petty thief; pickpocket xiçotñu 
Pharisee Fçlðsaðpèi 
pharmacy yèofæng 
phase; stage; step (of development 
process) 

jiéduèn 

phenomenon xiènxièng 
Philippines Féilþbín 
Philippino; Filipino (in general) Féilþbínde 
Philippino; Filipino (people) Féilþbínrên 
Philippino; Filipino language (esp. 
spoken) 

Féilþbínyø 

philosopher; expert in philosophy zhêxuêjiå 
philosophy zhêxuê 
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photocopier (machine) fùyðnjí 
photocopy fùyðnjièn 
photographer shìyïngshí 
physical jiènkång 
physical (of the body) shéntï de 
physical (scientific study of nature) wùlï de 
physical attraction; sexual passion; sex sì 
physical change of state wùlï biènhuè 
physical education tïyù kì 
physical examination shéntï jiçnchæ 
physical eye rôuyçn 
physical strength; vitality; spirit; vigour jðn 
physical training; physical education; 
sports 

tïyù 

physical; energy; power; effort; strength lðqi 
physically disabled cænfìi 
physics wùlï 
physics (study of physics) wùlïxuê 
piano gångqin 
pickpocket pæshóu 
picnic yëcæn 
picture ([a] picture); drawing; painting huèr ([yðfö] huè(r)) (fö here is a MW) 
picture; diagram; plan; map; scheme tö 
picture; drawing; painting (result) huè[r] (MW is [yð]fö) 
picture; image; portrait; to look like; be 
like 

xièng 

picture; photograph xièngpièn; zhèopièn (MW is [yð]zhång) 
picture; photograph zhèopièn (MW is [yð]zhång) 
piece (chunk as of cheese) kaùi 
piece; section; portion (thin fragment) suðpièn 
piercing (in shape or sound); sharp; 
pointed 

jiån 

pig; hog zhõ 
pigeon gêzi 
piles (disorderly heaps) 
— … piles 

duí 
— … duí 

pill lð 
pillow zhëntou 
pills; tablets yèowçn 
pilot (flying) féijí jièshïyuæn (MW is [yð]mîng) 
pilot (flying) féixîngyuæn (MW is [yð]mîng) 
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pilot (on water) lïnghængyuæn (MW is [yð]mîng) 
pin biêzhén (MW is [yð] gén) 
pin dètòuzhén 
pin; needle; stitch; injection zhén 
pineapple bñluò 
ping-pong; table tennis píngpångqiö 
pink colour[ed] fënhòngsì 
pink; rosy fënhòng 
pint pïntuñ 
Pinyin; Chinese syllabic phonetic system pínyín 
pious jðng 
pipe (used for smoking) yåndóu 
pirate hçidèo 
pitch (for games) chçngdð 
pitiful; miserable cçn 
pity liçnmïn 
pity; shame; regrettable; sad këxí 
pity; shame; regrettable; sad yîhèn; këxí 
pizza bïsèbïng 
pizza Yðdèlð bïsèbïng 
place (at university, hospital, in a 
company) 

zhîwìi 

place (to place; to arrange) ånfèng 
place (to place; to arrange; to allocate 
places) 

ånzhð; ånfèng 

place for people to gather; court; ground chçng 
place to sit; seat; allocated place zuôwìi 
place to sit; seat; to sit zuô 
place; feature; office chù 
place; position; post wìizhi 
place; space; locality; zone dðfang 
place; station; site; office suó 
placed [thought of in …] zèi [… shèng] (or: shang) 
plague ìjî 
plain (not fancy) dånchönde 
plain; plateau; flat lands; level ground pîngyuæn 
plain; simple pøsù 
plain; straight forward; unsophisticated pøshî[de] 
plait biènzi 
plan (to plan; to arrange; to organize) ånpæi 
plan; plot; scheme fång'èn 
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plan; scheme; intention; to plan [to]; 
intend 

dçsuèn 

planet xîngxíng 
planned activities (arrangements) ånpæi 
plant (to plant) ånchå 
plastic bag sùlièodèi 
plastics; plastic sùlièo 
plate; board; plank bçn 
plate; dish; tray; board pænzi 
plate; tray; games board pæn 
platform zhèntæi 
platform (raised) for speakers jiçngtæi 
platform (raised); stage; terrace; support tæi 
play; drama xðjù 
play; drama; opera jù 
play; drama; opera xð 
player (musical instrument in a show) yçnyuæn 
player (musical instrument in a show) yçnzôuzhë 
playing card zhïpæi  (MW is [yð]zhån) 
playing field; games ground; playground yòuxð chçngdð 
pleasant to the ear hçotíng 
Please …X…! (…X… is a verb) Qïng …X…! 
please give me your attention qïngwìn 
please sit [down] qïng zuô [xiè] 
pleasing; pleasant; enjoyable lðng rên yökuèi de 
plot (secret plan) mðmð jðhuè 
plug (electric) chåtòu 
plug (in bath , basin) såizi 
plum lïzi 
plumber guçnzigñng 
pocket money lînghuåqiæn 
pocket money lîngyôngqiæn 
pocket money; small change lîngqiæn 
pocket; bag kóudèi 
poem; poetry; verse shí 
poet shírên 
point in time; moment shîhou 
point of idea diçn  
point of view; way of thinking kènfç 
point; thought; idea (in a conversation) lùdiçn 
point; tip; sharp end; hook jiån 
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poison (drug) döyèo 
poison (poisonous substance) döwù 
poisonous yóudöde 
pole; stick gùn 
police gñng'ånjö 
police officer jïngchæ 
police station jïngchæjö 
policy zhìngcì 
policy; key principle fångzhén 
polite; courteous; modest; humble kìqi 
political zhìngzhð de 
political zhìngzhð shang de 
political party dçng 
political party zhìngdçng 
political party member dçngyuæn 
political power; regime; power of the 
state 

zhìngquæn 

politician zhìngjiì 
politician (derogeratorily) zhìngkì 
politician; statesman zhìngzhðjiå 
politics; state affairs; political zhìngzhð 
pollution; contamination; to pollute wõrçn 
pond chîtæng 
ponytail (hairstyle) mçwëi fèxîng 
pool (table game) dènzixð 
pool of water shuïkéng 
poor (not rich); in poor condition pînqiòng 
poor (pitiful); meagre; pitiful; to pity këliæn 
poor; hit by poverty pînkø 
poor; on hard times; impoverished qiòng 
popular; fashionable liöxîng 
popular; folk mînjiån 
popular; widely favoured by … shôu … huånyîng 
popular; widely favoured by … shôu … xïhuan 
pork zhõrôu 
port hçigçng 
portrait huèxièng 
portrait xiåoxièng 
Portugal Pötæoyæ 
Portuguese (language, especially spoken) Pötæoyæyø 
Portuguese (language, especially written) Pötæoyæwên 
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Portuguese (people) Pötæoyærên 
Portuguese (things in general) Pötæoyæ de 
position; place (allocated ) fångwìi 
positive; constructive; active; vigorous jíjî 
positive; constructive; active; vigorous jiènshìxðng de 
positiveness; optimism; positive; 
optimistic 

lìguån 

positiveness; optimism; zeal jíjîxðng 
possibility kënêngxðng 
possibility; possible; perhaps kënêng 
possible (action X: i.e. similar action Y is 
possible) 

de (X de Y)  

possibly huô 
possibly kënêngde 
possibly 
— [very] possibly 

kënêng 
— [hën] kënêng 

post office yòujö 
postage stamp yòupièo 
postbox; mailbox xðntóng 
postcard mîngxðnpièn 
poster; hoarding; billboard guçnggèo pæi 
postman; postwoman yòudðyuæn 
pot (vessel used for preserving things) guènzi 
potato tødôu 
potato crisps tødôupièn 
potter tæojiang 
poultry jiåqîn 
pound (weight) bèng 
powder fën 
powerful; energetic; strong yóulð 
powerful; strong qiængdè[de] 
powerful; strong; better qiæng 
practical (can work) këxîng de 
practical (pertaining to the actual 
situation) 

shîjð de 

practical (putting into practice) shîjièn de 
practical; of useful potential shîyông de 
practically; in reality shðshîshang 
practice; exercise drill; to practise; 
exercise 

liènxî 

practice; to practise; put into practice shîjièn 
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praise zèn 
praise; to praise; sing praises for zènmëi 
prayer dçowên 
prayer qîdço 
prayer; to pray dçogèo 
preaching (way) chuændèo 
precaution yùfæng cuôshí 
precious; valuable bçoguð 
precious; valuable zhén'guð; bçoguð 
precise jíngquì 
predecessors; ancestors; forefathers zøxiån 
prediction yùgèo 
preferential treatment; priority yñuxiånquæn 
prejudice; preference piån'èi 
preliminary; possible; initial chõbù 
preparation; readying zhønbìi 
prepared; ready zhønbìihço[le] 
pre-school; kindergarten; nursery school yôu'êryuæn 
prescription chùfång 
prescription yèofång 
present; current; contemporary; at present dångqiæn 
present; gift; reward shçngcð 
president (college); chairman; director yuènzhçng 
president (of a panel) huðzhçng 
president (of a republic) zóngtóng 
president; principal; headmaster 
(academic) 

xièozhçng 

press (to press by hand – e.g. a button) èn 
press (to press; to depress; to put pressure 
on) 

èn 

pressure yå 
pressure yålð 
pressure (to put pressure on); to depress 
to press 

èn 

pretty (said of women) qièo 
previous qiæn'ge  (ge is a typical MW) 
previous qiæn ge  (ge is a typical MW) 
previous … qiæn X …  (X is a MW like ‘ge’) 
previous … qiæn ge  (ge is a typical MW) 
previous; past jiù 
previously; before; formerly còngqiæn 
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previously; once; formerly cêngjíng 
price wùjiè 
price payable; cost (pain for the gain) dèijiè 
price; cost; tariff jiçgê 
pride zðhæo 
pride; arrogance; proud; conceited; 
haughty 

jiåo'èo 

pride; self-respect zðzõnxín 
priest jièoshð 
priest (Roman Catholic) shênfù 
priest; minister of religion (Protestant) mùshí 
priesthood jðsítuæn 
primary chõbuð 
primary school; elementary school xiçoxuê 
primary schoolchild; elementary 
schoolchild  

xiçoxuêshéng (See: zhñngxuêshéng) 

prime minister shóuxièng (MW is [yî]wìi) 
prime minister; premier zónglï 
prince wængzï 
princess gñngzhø 
principle yuænzê 
principle; doctrine; teaching dèolï 
priority; main focus of attention zhôngdiçn 
prison jiånyù 
private (not public) sílð 
private detective síjiå zhéntèn 
private detective síjiå zhéntèn 
private school síli xuêxièo (MW is [yð]suó) 
private; not state-owned síyóu 
private; not state-run síyîng 
private[ly] sí xiè 
privately; in private; secretly síxiè 
prize; praise; award; to praise; reward jiçng 
probably; maybe kóngpè 
probably; maybe; very likely dègèi 
problem xîguèn 
process; procedures; formalities shóuxù 
processed; preserved; cured jiågñng chùlï 
produce; goods; wares; load huôwù 
produce; yield; product chçnpïn 
production (of films) shìzhð; påishì 
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production (of films); to shoot (films) påishì 
production; output (things manufactured) shéngchçn 
products; goods huô 
profession; field of specialization; 
speciality 

zhuånyì 

professional zhíshð 
professional zhuånyì de 
professor jièoshôu 
profit lðrùn 
profit; benefit yðchù 
profit; gain; advantage hçochù 
programme (program – for a course, 
studies) 

ånpæi 

programme; program chêngxù 
programme; program for a show jiêmùdån 
programme; schedule; item; piece 
performed 

jiêmù 

programme; schedule; series of events jiê 
progress; advancement; to progress; 
advance 

jðnbù 

progressive; liberal kåimîng 
project; scheme; plan; map; arrangement jðhuè 
prominent; notable wëidè 
prominent; outstanding; salient; 
projecting 

tõchõ 

prominently; conspicuously tõchõ 
promise nuôyæn 
promise; to promise yønnuô 
promised yíngxø 
pronunciation yøyín 
pronunciation; to pronounce fåyín 
proof; certification; documentation; 
evidence 

zhìngmîng 

propaganda; to disseminate; propogate xuånchuæn 
proper; suitable; appropriate; due shðdèng; shðdang 
properly qièdèng de 
properly; suitably; appropriately shðdèngde; shðdang de 
property cæichçn 
property (house owned) fængchçn 
property (land owned) dðchçn 
prophecy yùnæn 
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prophet xiånzhí 
proportion; ratio bïlð 
prostitute jðný 
protection; to protect; guard bçohù 
protector; guardian bçohùrên 
protest; to protest kèngyð 
protester kèngyðzhë 
proud; arrogant; haughty èomèn 
provided; so long as … then … zhïyèo … jiù … 
province; to omit; leave out; to save; 
spare 

shëng 

psychiatrist jíngshêngbðng yíshéng 
psychologist xínlï yíshéng 
pub jiøguçn[r] 
public (for the public, e.g. public holiday) gñngdðng 
public security gñng'ån 
public square guçngchçng 
public telephone gñngyông diènhuè 
public transport gñnggñng jiåotñng 
public; common; of the community gñnggông 
public; public use; for use by the public gñngyông 
publications shõkån 
publicly declaring xuånyæng 
publishers; publishing organization chõbçnshì 
pudding bùdíng 
puddle xiço shuïkéng 
pullover tèoshån 
pump bìng 
pumpkin nån'guå 
punctual; on time zhønshî 
punctual; punctually; according to time; 
on time;  

ènshî 

punctuation biåodiçn 
punctuation mark biåodiçn föhèo 
puncture cðkóng 
punishment chëngfæ; chùfæ 
punishment chùfæ; chëngfæ 
punishment; disciplinary measure chøfìn 
pupil; student xuêsheng (Use with “næn” or “ný” ) 
puppet mù'óu 
pure chönde 
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pure (describing form of language, 
accent) 

chönzhìng 

pure (unadulterated; unmixed) chön 
pure (without bad ideas) chönjiê 
pure; clean chönjðng; jiêjðng 
pure; clean water chönjðng de shuï 
pure; innocent; naive tiånzhén 
pure; plain; sheer; utter; complete chöncuð 
purple zï 
purple zïsì 
purpose; practical function yôngchõ 
purse; wallet qiænbåo 
pushcart shóutuíché 
pushchair yínghæi tuíché 
pushchair yínghæi tuíché 
puzzle of a question næntî 
puzzled mîhuô 
puzzled shôu mîhuô 
pyjama trousers shuðkù 
pyjamas; nightclothes shuðyí 
qualification zígê 
qualified yóu zígê de 
quality tìzhð 
quality (extent of goodness) zhðlièng 
quality; school grade jî 
quality; special characteristic tìxðng 
quality; style; character pïnzhð 
quantity; amount; volume; capacity lièng 
quarter of an hour; 15 minutes kì 
queen nýwæng 
question; issue; problem; trouble  wìntî 
question; query; doubt yîwìn 
quickly hënkuèide 
quickly jïnkuèi 
quiet (peaceful; silent) ånjðng 
quiet; not talkative wênjðng 
quite a long time; half a day bèntiån 
quite; fairly; rather tïng 
quiz wìndæ bïsèi 
Rabbi Låbï 
rabbit; hare tùzi 
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rabies kuængquçnbðng 
race; competition; contest; to race; 
compete 

jðngsèi 

race; match; competition sèi 
racehorse bïsèi yông de mç (MW is [yð]pî ) 
racetrack (animals) pçodèo 
racetrack (for cars) chédèo 
racetrack (for cars) sèihédèo 
racism zhóngzö qîshð 
racism zhóngzö zhøyð 
racket; racquet qiöpåi 
radical part of a Chinese character pæng 
radio shñuyínjí 
radio show; radio programme guçngbñ jiêmù 
radio station; broadcasting station dièntæi; guçngbñ dièntæi 
radish; turnip luòbo 
rage dènù 
rage kuængnù 
raid xîjí 
rail (hand rail) föshóu 
railway line tiëlùxièn (MW is [yð]tiæo) 
railway station huóchézhèn 
railway; railroad tiëdèo (MW is [yð]tiæo) 
railway; railroad tiëlù (MW is [yð]tiæo) 
rain yø 
rainbow cçihòng (MW is [yî]dèo] 
raincoat yøyí (MW is [yî]jièn) 
RAM (of a computer) nìicön 
range (extent) födù 
range (mountain range) shånmèi 
range; magnitude; scale guímò 
range; scope; area fènwêi 
range; stove lözèo 
rank; social status; station in life; position dðwìi 
ranking dðwìi gåo de 
ranks; troops duðwu 
ransom juðshö 
ransom shöjiè 
rapid; fast; quick; rapidly; fast; quickly xùnsù 
rare (seldom met) hçnjièn 
rare (seldom met) xíyóu 
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rare; uncooked bènshöde 
rarely; seldom lçoshð bù 
rarely; to lack shço 
raspberry mùmêi 
rat; mouse hèozi 
rat; mouse shø 
rather than nîngkë 
rather; but is êrshð; êr shð 
rather; somewhat; a bit shåo 
rather; somewhat; a bit; slightly shåowéi 
raw materials yuæn cæilièo 
raw white rice dèmï 
razor guåhödåo (MW is [yð]bç ) 
razor guåliçndåo (MW is [yð]bç ) 
razor blade dåopièn 
re-; again chòng 
re; regarding; per; according to jiù 
re; respecting; regarding duðyö 
re-… …guôlai 
reactionary fçndông 
read aloud [something] niæn … 
reading (process) döshõ 
reading (process) yuìdö 
reading room yuìlçnshð 
ready; happy (willing) lìyð 
ready; happy (willing) yuènyð 
ready; prepared; all set zuôhço zhønbei 
realism xiènshî zhøyð 
reality shîtï 
reality; practicality; realistic; practical xiènshî 
really shî-shî zèi-zèi 
Really, …; finally [then] dèodï … 
really; in fact; actually bðng 
really; indeed; very much dîquì 
rear (part behind) hoùbù 
rear; back; tail hôumièn 
reason qînglï 
reason ([the] reason [is] …) yuænyín … 
reason (connection) 
— X being the cause or reason; because 
of X 

guånxi 
— X de guånxi 
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reason (pattern of thought) dèolï 
reason; ground yuænyín 
reasonable (in price) gñngdèo 
reasonable (not a bad price) böguð 
reasonable; logical; reasoning hêlï 
reassurance (comfort; consolation) ånwìi 
reassured fèngxín 
receipt shñujù (MW is [yð]zhång) 
receipts; income; revenue; to receive shñurù 
recent; last zuðjðn de 
recent; late (of recent time) jðnlæi de 
recently; lately jðnlæi 
recently; lately zuðjðn 
reception föwùtæi 
reception (event); welcoming party zhåodèihuð 
reception (receiving, welcoming); hosting jiédèi 
reception facility; reception area jiédèichù 
receptionist jiédèiyuæn 
recipe péngtiæo fångfç (MW is [yð]zhóng) 
recipe shîpø 
recklessly; hastily; thoughtlessly höluèn 
recollection; remembrance; memories huîyð 
recommendation; to recommend (as 
suitable) 

tuíjièn 

record (of a musical performance) chèngpièn 
record (of details concerning a process) jðlù 
record player diènchèngjí  (MW is [yð]tæi ) 
record player liöshéngjí  (MW is [yð]tæi ) 
recorder (flute-like instrument) dîzi (MW is [yð]tæi ) 
recovery; re-establishment; restoration huífù 
rectangle chængfångxîng 
red hòng (de) 
red banner; red flag hòngqî 
red colour[ed] hòngsì [de] 
red wine hòng pötaojiø 
redeemer jiùshözhø 
reduction jiçnshço 
reduction suñjiçn 
redundant (from work) bìi cæijiçn de 
redundant; excess to requirements guôshìng 
referee (character) jièndðngrên (MW is [yð]mîng) 
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referee (character) shënchærên (MW is [yð]mîng) 
reference item; to refer to; consult cånkço 
reflection (mirroring) dèoyïng 
reflection; deep thinking jiènjië; xiçngfç (MW is [yð]zhóng) 
reflection; deep thinking xiçngfç (MW is [yð]zhóng) 
reflection; mirroring fçnyðng 
reflection; shadow; impression yïngzi 
reform; reformation; to reform gçigê 
refreshed; invigorated zhénzuô de 
refreshing (slightly cooling) liængshuçng; qíngshuçng 
refreshing (slightly cooling) qíngshuçng; liængshuçng 
refrigerator bíngxiång; diènbíngxiång (MW is [yð]tæi ) 
refrigerator diènbíngxiång 
refugee bðnènzhë 
refugee nènmîn; bðnènzhë 
refusal; to refuse; reject jùjuê 
refuse; garbage fìiwù 
regarding; re; with respect to; about; on; 
for 

duð  

regimented jõni 
regional dðqõ de 
regional jöbù de 
register (written record) déngjðbù (MW is [yð]bën) 
registered letter; registered post guèhèoxðn 
regret (to regret; to repent) aôhuï 
regret; pity; to regret (feel sorry) yîhèn 
regrettably yîhènde 
regular; regularly (as a rule) yóu guílþ de 
regular; regularly (as a rule) guízê de 
regulation; requirement; rule guízê 
regulation; rule zê 
rehearsal (practice before performance) pæilièn; pæiyçn (MW is [yî]cð ) 
rehearsal (practice before performance) pæiyçn; pæilièn (MW is [yî]cð ) 
related xièngguån 
related; kin (of mother, sister, or 
daughter) 

wèi 

relation (in relation to; according to; on 
the basis of) 

ènzhèo 

relationship; connection; relevance; 
import 

guånxi 

relationship; friendship yóuyð 
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relative; kin; family qínqi (MW is [yî]ge) 
relatively; fairly; quite; rather bïjièo 
relaxed; less severe huçnghê de 
relaxed; light qíngsñng 
relaxed; loosened; eased off fèngsñng de 
relevant; concerned; involved yóuguån 
reliability; sureness bçwô 
reliable  (trustworthy) këyï xðnlai de 
reliable; dependable; one to be trusted këkèo 
reliable; safe; sure yóu bçwô 
relieved kuånwìi 
religion zñngjièo 
religious education zñngjièo kì 
reluctantly; narrowly; unconvincing miçnqiçng 
remain jiånshóu 
remainder; rest; what is left shìngxiè[de] 
remaining solemnly quite sùjðng 
remarkable féifæn 
remarkable zhuòyuì 
remarkable; notable wëidè 
remote control (device) yæokôngqð 
remove (to remove); to move house; to 
move 

bån 

renowned; famous; well known yóumîng 
rent; hire fængzõ 
rental payment zõjín 
repeatedly fçnfù 
repeatedly; again and again; over and 
over 

zèisån 

repent (to repent; to regret) aôhuï 
repetition chòngdço 
report; summary; to report; summarize zóngjiê 
reporter baôgèorên 
reporting of news; to report on news bèodèo 
representation; emblem; symbol xièngzhéng 
representative; to represent; act on behalf 
of 

dèibiço 

republic gônghêguò 
request; to request; ask qïngqiö 
requirement; rule; regulation; to regulate guídðng 
research academy; research institute yænjiõyuèn 
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research fellow yænjiõyuæn 
research institute yænjiõsuó 
research student; postgraduate yænjiõshéng 
resentment bùmçn 
reservation; booking yùdðng 
reservation; to retain; reserve; hold on to bçoliö 
reserve (for animals) bçoliödð 
resources; wherewithall; natural resources zíyuæn 
respect zõnyæn 
respect; to respect; honour; esteem zõnzhông 
response by letter; response to a letter huîxðn 
response; reaction; to react fçnyðng 
responsibility; task; assignment rìnwù; rìnwu 
responsible; conscientious fùzê 
restaurant cån'guçn 
restaurant fèn'guçn 
restaurant; canteen; dining hall cåntíng 
restaurant; hotel fèndièn 
restrain (to restrain; to control; to restrict) èn 
restrict (to restrict; to restrain) èn 
restriction; limit; control; to restrict; limit xiènzhð 
rest-room; bathroom xïshóujiån 
result; as a result; finally; in consequence jiêguó 
result; fruit; effect; outcome xièoguó 
results jiéguó 
rêsumê (curriculum vitae) jiçnlð  (MW is [yî]fìn) 
resurrection; ressurected fùhuò 
return ticket læihuîpièo 
return ticket wçngfçn pièo (MW is [yð]zhång) 
reunion (family) tuænyuæn 
Revelations Génjù qïshðlù 
revenge; desire to get  back bèofù 
revenge; payment back; reward bèochòu 
reverse side; back of bìimièn 
reversed; backwards fçnxièngde 
revision; amendment; adjustment; revamp tièozhëng 
revision; amendment; modification xiõgçi 
revolution; to revolt gêmðng (MW is [yð]chçng) 
reward chòujín 
reward; fruitage; results; harvest shñuhuô 
rhythm jiìpåi 
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rhythm jiìzôu; jiìpåi 
rib (human body part) lìigø (ME is [yð]gén) 
rib (spare) pæigø (ME is [yð]gén) 
ribbon sídèi 
rice (cooked rice) mïfèn 
rice (plant) dçozi 
rice (uncooked, raw) dèmï 
rice fields dèotiæn 
rich; wealthy; well off fùyù; fùyùde 
rich; well off; wealthy fù 
rid; to get rid of bæituñ 
riddle; puzzle; conundrum mîyø 
ridiculous huångmiù 
ridiculous huångtæng 
rifle bùqiång (MW is [yð]zhí ) 
right (not left); right-wing; right hand yôu 
right (the direction to the right ) yôu; yôubiån 
right (the direction to the right ) yôubiån; yôu 
right (towards the right hand side) yôubiån de 
right answer zhìngquì de dæ'èn 
right at the present moment mùqiænde 
right away; without delay; immediately lðjî 
right away; without delay; immediately lðkì 
right hand yôu shóu 
right now; in just a moment; just about to gång 
right now; just a moment ago gång 
right side (of his body ) (tå shéntï de ) yôu cì 
right side; right hand side yôubiån 
right then dångchçng 
righteous yð 
righteous yðrên 
righteousness; justice; just; righteous zhìngyð 
rights; right; entitlement quænlð 
ring (ornamentation) jiìzhi (MW is [yð]zhí ) 
ring (to ring a bell) ènlîng 
ring (to ring a bell; ting-a-ling – on a 
bicycle or door) 

èn lîng 

ring; circle; enclosure; to encircle; enclose quån 
ripe shöde 
rise to heaven; ascension shéngtiån 
river hê 
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river jiång 
riverside beach hêtån 
road tiæo 
road sign; signpost lùbiåo 
road to X X de lù 
road; avenue; street mçlù 
road; highway; avenue; way; street jié 
road; pathway; method; way dèo 
road; street; way; route lù 
road; thoroughfare; street; way jiédèo 
roadway lùshèng 
roadworks xiõ lù gñngchêng 
roar (of a machine) hñngmîng 
roar (of an animal) hóu; hóujièo 
roar (of an animal) hóujièo; hóu 
roar (of the wind) hõxièo 
roast duck kçoyå 
robber; bandit qiængdèo 
robbery qiçngjiê [èn] (MW is [yî]cð ) 
robin zhígéngniço(MW is [yð]zhí ) 
rock pænshî 
rock climbing pånshî yùndông 
rock music yæogøn yínyuì 
rock; large stone (construction material) yænshî (MW is [yî]kuèi ) 
rocket huójièn 
rod; stick; baton gùnzi 
rogue; gangster; hooligan liömæng 
role juêsì 
role (part in theatrical performance) jiçosì 
roller coaster yòulì tiånché 
roller skate hènbíng xiê 
roller skating huæ hènbíng 
romantic lèngmèn 
romantic luòmèndðkì 
romantic (imaginative, passionate) fùyö huènxiçng 
romantic (imaginative, passionate) xiçngrùféiféi 
Rome Luòmç 
roof fængdïng 
roof wõdïng 
room shð 
room wõzi 
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room (chamber) fængjiån 
room (in a hotel) fångjiån 
room (opportunity) yödð 
room (part of a house); house wõ 
room mate tòngwõ 
room on a ship; cabin cång 
room under ground; basement; cellar dðxièshð 
room; available space kñngjiån 
room; chamber jiån 
root (origin, cause) gényuæn 
root; base; foot; foundation gén 
root; base; foundation; fundamental; basic génbën 
rope; string shêngzi 
rose (flower) mêiguðhuå 
rose (plant) mêiguð 
rosy; rose-coloured mêiguðsì de 
rotten følèn; følèn de 
rotten føxiø de 
rough (condition due to weather) bñtåo xiñngyóng de 
rough (difficult to cope with) jiånnæn 
rough (not a smooth road) qîqõ bù pîng 
rough (tough area) zhð'ån chè de 
rough (treatment); impolite; rude cõlø; cõløde 
rough (treatment, handling) cõbèo 
rough; not smooth bù guånghuæ; bù pîng 
rough; not smooth bù pîng 
roughly; approximately cõlúìde 
round (on the circumference, edge of) wêizhe 
round journey; up down; to and fro læihuî 
roundabout (junction) huænxîng lùkóu 
roundabout (rotating ride) mùmç 
route (of planes, ships) hængxièn 
route number X [bus] X lù [qðché] 
route; approach lùxièn 
routine chængguí 
routine; schedule guènlð 
row (e.g. of seats); to set in a line; arrange pæi 
row; line; profession; trade hæng 
rowing (using oars) huæ chuæn 
rowing boat; rowboat huætïng 
Royal Family huængjiå 
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Royal Family wængshð 
Royal Highness Diènxiè 
Royal Navy Huængjiå Hçijõn 
royal palace (of a king) wænggñng (See also: huænggñng) 
royal palace (of a queen) huænggñng (See also: wænggñng) 
royalty wængquæn 
rubber (material) xièngjiåo 
rubbish bin låjítóng 
rubbish; garbage låjí 
rubbish; thing of no value fìiwù 
rucksack bìibåo 
rude; naughty; vulgar díjî 
rude; naughty; vulgar xièliö; díjî 
rug; mat xiço dðtçn 
rugby gçnlçnqiö 
ruin (dilapidated state) fìixõ 
ruined; destroyed cuíhuï 
rule; ruler (for measuring length) chïzi 
ruler; governor; controller tóngzhðzhë 
rules guíjù 
rumour (a story spread or handed down) chuænshuñ 
rumour; unconfirmed statement yæoyæn 
runner (a person running) pçobù de rên 
runner (in a race) sèipço yùndôngyuæn (MW is [yð]mîng) 
running; jogging; to run; jog pçobù 
rush hour (traffic period) jiåotñng gåoféng shîjiån 
rushed; hastily; in a hurry cñngmæng 
Russia Êguò 
Russian (language especially spoken) Êyø 
Russian (language especially written) Êwên 
Russian (person) Êguò-rên 
rusty shéngxiù de; xiù de 
rusty xiù de; shéngxiù de 
s' (…s'; …'s; of …)  …de (See Study 18 on transformative 

uses of ‘de’) 
s (plural ending) 
— …s 

men 
— …men 

sack [of]; bag [of] dèi 
sacred shênshìng[de] 
sacrifice jðpïn 
sacrifice xí shéng 
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sacrifice; to sacrifice xíshéng 
sad; sorrowful; distress béishång 
sad; unfortunate; ‘unlucky’ böxðng 
saddened; grieved béitông 
saddening; grave lðng rên béishång 
saddening; grave lðng rên næn'guô 
saddle ånzi 
Sadducee Sådõgåipèi 
safe (security) ånquæn 
safety belt ånquændèi 
sahmpoo xiångbñ 
sail (a sheet, vane) fån 
sailing (doing it) chêng chuæn hængxîng 
sailing boat; sailboat fånchuæn (MW is [yð]sòu) 
sailing; travelling by use of a boat chêng chuæn lýxîng 
sailor hçiyuæn (MW is [yð]mîng) 
sailor shuïshóu; hçiyuæn (MW is [yð]mîng) 
saint shìngrên 
saint shìngtö 
salad xícån liængbèncèi 
salad sìlå 
salad xícån liængbèncèi 
salary; wages gñngzí 
sale (at reduced prices) dè jiènmèi 
sales assistant tuíxiåoyuæn 
sales assistant xiåoshôuyuæn 
salmon guíyö 
salmon sånwênyö 
salt yæn 
salty xiæn 
salty biscuit; cracker xiæn bïnggån 
salty soy sauce bæi jièngyòu 
salty soy sauce xiæn jièngyòu 
same yíyèng; yðyèng 
same; alike; similar; identical tòngyèng 
sample yèngbën 
sand shå 
sand; sand grains; grit; pellets shåzi 
sandals liængxiê 
sandwich sènmîngzhð 
Santa Claus Shìngdèn lçorên 
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sardine shådíngyö 
satellite wìixíng 
satellite TV wìixíng diènshð 
satisfactory lðng rên mçnyð de 
satisfied; content; filled; full mçn 
satisfying answer mçnyð de dæ'èn 
Saturday lïbèiliù 
Saturday Xíngqíliù 
sauce jièngzhí (MW is [yð]zhóng) 
sauce tiæowìizhí 
saucepan chængbïng pîngdïguñ 
saucepan chængbïng pîngdïguñ 
saucer chæbéidiê 
sausage xiångchæng 
savings chøxù 
saw jù (MW is [yð]bç) 
saxophone sèkìsíguçn 
scale (size) shð 
scales tiånpîng 
scales; balance chìng 
scales; balance chìngpæn 
scandal chóushð 
scandal chóuwên 
scandal fìnkçi 
scarce bùzöde 
scarce; rare quéfæde 
scarce; rare xíyóude 
scarf; shawl; wrap wêijín 
scene jïngxièng 
scene; scenery; landscape; view jïngsì 
scenery zðræn féngjïng 
scenery; view; landscape; panorama féngjïng 
scent; fragrance; aroma; perfume; incense xiång 
scented; fragrant; aromatic; appetizing xiång 
schedule; timetable shîkìbiço 
scheme jiånjð 
scholarship award jiçngxuêjín 
school xuêxièo 
school bus xièoché (MW is [yîlièng) 
school class; duty shift; team; work group bån 
school; grade; academic institution xuê 
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science kéxuê 
science and technology kéjð (=kéxuê jðshù) 
scientific research kéyæn (=kéxuê yænjiõ) 
scientist kéxuêjiå 
scissors jiçndåo 
scissors jiçnzi (MW is [yð]bç ) 
score (game points) chêngji 
Scot; Scotsman Sõgêlænrên 
Scotland Sõgêlæn 
Scottish (in general) Sõgêlænde 
screen (cinema) yînmù 
screen (monitor) pîngmù 
screen; curtain; act; scene (theatrical) mù 
screw luòsí; luòsídíng 
screwdriver luòsídåo 
screwdriver; opener qïzi (MW is [yð]bç ) 
script of a theatrical play jùbën 
script; answer book; exam sheet shðjuèn 
scroll; roll; to roll up; sweep along juçn 
sculpture; to sculpt diåosù 
sea (to post by sea) hçiyùn 
sea beach hçitån 
sea; high sea; ocean hçi 
seafood hçixiån 
seagull hçi'ñu 
seal (creature) hçibèo 
seal (impression marker) tözhång (MW is [yð]mêi ) 
seal; stamp zhång 
search; to find zhçodèo 
searching out; examining; inspecting tènchæ 
seashell bìikê 
seaside; bank; shore; coast èn 
season[s] jð 
season[s] jðjiê 
seat (rightful place on a committee) xîwìi 
seat; place wìizi 
secluded; dark; dull; dim; hidden; secret èn 
second (in order) dð'ìr 
second (instant of time) miço 
Second Book Hôushõ 
second-class (ticket) ìrdëng 
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second-hand; used ìrshóu 
second-hand; used yôngguo de 
second-hand; worn biêren chuån'guo de 
secret; confidential; private; selfish; 
illegal 

sí 

secret; dark; dull; dim; hidden; secluded èn 
secret; secretly; privately mðmð 
secretary (political) shõjð 
secretly, slyly; stealthily; illegally tñutñu 
secretly; confidentially; privately; 
illegally 

sí 

secretly; stealthily tñu 
section; department (as in a hospital) ké 
section; division; part; piece jiê 
secure (peaceful) ån 
security (safe) ånquæn 
see you later! huîtòu jièn 
see you tomorrow mîngtiån jièn 
See you tomorrow! mîngtiån jièn! 
see 
— just ask and see 

kèn 
— wìnwìn kèn 

see 
— just X and see [what happens] 

kèn 
— XX kèn 

see; watch; glimpse; meet; visit; go to see jièn 
seed zhóngzi 
seldom; not often bù chæng 
seldom; rarely hën shço 
seldom; rarely hënshço 
seldom; rarely; occasionally óu'ër 
seldom; scarcely; rarely nændê 
self; oneself; on one's own jï 
self-; private; individual gìtï 
self-confidence zðxðnxín 
self-confident yóu zðxðnxín 
self-esteem; self-respect zðzõn 
self-funded; at one's own expense zðfìi 
selfish zðsí 
self-sacrifice zðwó xíshéng 
senior high school gåozhñng; gåojî zhñngxuê 
sense (attitude of mind, approach) gçn 
sense (body's sensory faculties) juê 
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sense of hearin tíng juê 
sense of hearin tíng juê 
sense of honour ròngyù gçn 
sense of humour yñumô gçn 
sense of justice zhìngyð gçn 
sense of sight shð juê 
sense of sight shð juê 
sense of smell xiù juê 
sense of smell xiù juê 
sense of taste wìi juê 
sense of taste wìi juê 
sense of touch chù juê 
sense of touch chù juê 
sense; feeling; to sense; realize tïhuð 
sensible hêqînglïde 
sensible (proposal, plan, decision) mîngzhð 
sensitive; easily touched or affected mïn'gçn 
sentence (criminal) pènxîngpènjuê 
sentence (criminal); to sentence pènjuê 
sentence (of words) jùzi 
sentence; line of verse jù 
separate fénlîde 
separate; different; distinct bù tòng 
separately; apart; separated fénkåi de 
September jiøyuì 
sequence of priority; order of precedence xiånhôu 
sequence; order shùnxù 
sequence; order; serial arrangement zhðxù 
sequence; series [of] xðliì (MW is [yî]bù) 
serial (of a novel, story) liænzçi xiçoshuñ (MW is [yî]bù) 
serial (of a periodical) qíkån (MW is [yî]fìn) 
serial; series (episodes) liænxùjù 
serious; solemn; earnest; no laughing 
matter 

yænsù 

servant pörên 
servant yôngrên 
service yîshð 
service (act, work for someone) föwù 
serving; portion; to serve; distribute yí fìn 
sesame oil mæyòu 
sesame seeds zhímæ 
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set (during tennis match) pæn 
set of values jièzhîguån 
set; collection (group) tèo 
settle (to settle down; to calm down; to 
stabilize) 

åndðng 

settle (to settle in) åndùn 
settle down (to settle down; to install) ån 
seven computers qítæi jðsuènjí  (tæi here is a MW) 
seven ideas qídiçn yðjièn  (diçn here is a MW) 
seven; 7 qí 
seventy qíshî 
several grains of sand jïlð shåzi  (lð here is a MW) 
several; a number of ruôgån 
several; some jïge (-ge is a MW: replace as necessary) 
several; some; a few yóuxié 
severe; harsh yænlð 
sewing fêngrìn 
sewing machine fêngrìnjí (MW is [yð]tæi ) 
sex; gender; nature; quality; character xðng 
sex; sexual activity xðng xîngwêi 
sexual intercourse xðngjiåo 
shack pêngliæo 
shack; hut pêngwõ 
shade yínliængchù 
shade (from the sun) yín 
shade (from the sun) yínliængchù 
shade of a tree shùyín 
shade; umbrella; sunshade sçn 
shadow play pîyïngxð 
shame (due to feeling humiliated) xiõkuð 
shampoo xïfèjð 
Shanghai Shånghçi 
shape; appearance möyèng 
shape; form xîng; xîngzhuèng 
share (unit sharing company ownership) 
— [a] share 

gø; gøpièo 
— [yð]gø 

share (unit sharing company ownership) 
— [a] share 

gøpièo; gø 
— [yð]gøpièo 

share; portion fìnr 
shark shåyö 
sharp (pain) jùliì 
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sharp bend; curve jî zhuçnwån 
sharp; acute (sense) jiån 
sharp; incisive (blade) kuèi 
sharp; intelligent jíngmîng 
sharp; piercing; incisive; acute jiånruð 
she tå 
she is younger than you tå bï nï xiço 
sheep miænyæng 
sheep; goat yæng 
sheet (of paper) zhïzhång 
shelf jièzi 
shell kê 
shelter (at a bus stop) hôuchétîng 
shelter (from weather, risk) duóbðchù 
shin xiçotuï 
shining chên 
shiny; reflective; smooth; bald; used up guång 
ship; boat chuæn (MW is [yð]tiæo, [yð]sñu) 
shirt chìnshån 
shock (disturbing experience) dçjí 
shock (electric) diènjí 
shock; disturbing experience zhìnjíng 
shoe; shoes xiê 
shoes; footware xiêzi 
shop assistant; sales assistant shôuhuôyuæn 
shop window chöchuång 
shop; store; hotel dièn 
shopkeeper diènzhø 
shopping area jié 
shopping centre; shopping mall gôuwù zhñngxín 
shopping trolley; shopping cart gôuwù shóutuíché (MW is [yî]lièng) 
shore; bank; seaside; coast èn 
short (not high; not tall; low) çi 
short cut jiêjðng 
short period of time duçnqí 
short period of time; moment; brief duçnzèn 
short story; novel; fiction xiçoshuñ 
short trousers; shorts duçnkù 
shortcoming; defect quédiçn 
shortcoming; flaw; weakness duçnchù 
shortly (a little while before or after) bùjiø 



  

Pinyin Mandarin Introductory Course - Dictionary for Theocratic Use - English to Mandarin 
 

 

© B. J. Burford and E. J. Burford 2005-2013  164 www.jaspell.co.uk   10 May 2013 

shortly; “in a second”; in a mo'; in a little 
while; later 

yîhuðr 

shot (at goal in football) shìmên 
Should … ? yínggåi bù yíng[gåi]? ; yíng bù yínggåi 
should; if it should turn out to be that wènyí 
should; ought to yíng[dång]; yíng[gåi] 
should; ought to  yíngdång 
should; ought to; have to gåi 
should; to be expected to be such that kënêng huð 
should; to be expected to be such that yínggåi huð 
shoulder jiån; jiånbçng 
shoulder jiånbçng 
shouldn't; to be expected not to be such 
that 

kënêng bö huð 

shouldn't; to be expected not to be such 
that 

yínggåi bö huð 

shout; call hçnjièo; hõhçn (MW is [yð]shéng) 
shovel tiëchçn; tiëxiån (MW is [yð]bç ) 
shovel tiëxiån (MW is [yð]bç ) 
show; performance (live) biçoyçn 
show; performance; to act; perform biçoyçn 
shower guånfõ 
shower (for washing under) lînyùjiån 
shower (rain) zhìnyø (MW is [yð]chçng) 
shower (to wash under) lînyù 
showjumping (horse-riding) qî mç yuì zhèng yùndông 
shrimp; prawn xiå  (See also: prawn: duðxiå) 
shrimp; prawn xiçoxiå 
Shut up! Be quiet! bð zuï! 
shut; closed; closed down guånbð 
sick; ill bðng; shéngbðng 
sick; ill shéngbðng; bðng (See: shõfu; ìxín; óutù) 
sick; unwell; ill yóubðngde 
sickness yóubðng 
side in a conflict fång 
side in a conflict; team pèi (See also: fång; duð ) 
side of one's body cì 
side of the road lù pæng 
side; border; edge biån (See also: mièn) 
side-; secondary; subsidiary fù 
side; team duð 
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sight; scene; situation; circumstances qîngjïng 
sightseeing guångguång (See also: yòulçn ) 
sightseeing guån'guång 
sightseeing yòulçn (See also: guångguång ) 
sign; evidence; indication jðxièng  (See also:  biåozhð,  zhìnghèo ) 
sign; evidence; indication zhìnghèo  (See also:  biåozhð,  jðxièng ) 
sign; mark; symbol föhèo 
sign; symbol; traffic sign biåozhð  (See also: zhåopæi, pæizi ) 
sign; symptom biåo zhéng 
sign; symptom zhéng xièng 
signature qiånmîng 
signboard; sign for advertising; shops zhåopæi (See also: biåozhð, pæizi ) 
significant; important; major zhôngyèo 
silence; quietness; silent; very quiet jðjðng 
silent chênmôde 
silent (peaceful) ånjðng 
silent; not talkative chênmô 
silk sí; síchòu 
silk síchòu 
silly yöchøn; hötu 
silver (coins) yînbð 
silver (metal) yîn 
silvery; silver; made of silver yîn 
similar xiångsðde 
similar; alike; the same xiångtòng 
similar; almost the same (differ not much) chèbuduñ 
similar; like; alike xièng 
similar; like; same; in the same manner tòng 
simple; plain (modest; not complicated) jiçndån 
simple; plain; unsuspecting dånchön 
simultaneously; together qî 
since …; after … zð[công] … yïlæi 
since X (some reason); therefore Y jðrån X; suóyï Y 
since X (time) I have from then on … zðcòng X wó yðzhî … 
since X on (X is a particular time) zðcòng X yïhôu 
sincere; true zhénchêng 
Singapore Xínjiåpñ 
Singaporean (general things) Xínjiåpñde 
Singaporean (person) Xínjiåpñrên 
singer (professional ) géshóu (MW is [yð]mîng ) 
singer (renowned ) géchèngjiå (MW is [yð]mîng ) 
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singing géchèng; chènggé 
single (just one) dånyí 
single (not married) dånshén 
single room dånrên fængjiån 
single toned; monotonous; boring; bland dåndièo 
single; odd-numbered dån 
singly; alone; separate dåndö 
sinner zuðrên 
Sir; uncle; grandpa (respect for older 
man) 

dèye; lçodèye 

Sir; uncle; grandpa (respect for older 
man) 

lçodèye 

Sister X X Jiëmìi 
sister[s] jiëmìi 
sitting room; living room kìtíng 
situation; state; condition; stage; step; 
pace 

bù 

six liù 
six telegrams liùféng diènbèo  (féng here is a MW) 
sixty liùshî 
size dèxiço 
size; dimension; measurements chïcùn 
skeleton götou jièzi 
skewer chuènrôuqiån 
skill; art; method; technique jðshù 
skilled; proficient; adept; expert shölian 
skillful shöliènde 
skin pîfõ 
skirt qönzi 
slave; to work hard; hardworking; 
diligently 

nölð 

sleeping quarters; dormitory sùshì 
sleepy; tired; in difficulty; to surround kùn 
sleeve xiù[zi] 
slender; thin miæotiæode 
slight shóuxiçode 
slight xiéwéi 
slightly cooked; rare bèn shö de 
slim xðchængde 
slimy; slippery; smooth; crafty huæ 
slippers tuòxiê 
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slope; mountainside shånpñ 
slow huçnmèn 
slow; slowly mèn 
slowly mènmånde 
small amount 
— [as a] small amount 

shçolièng  
— shçolièng[de] 

small hotel; lodge; guest house kìzhèn 
small hotel; lodge; inn xiçolýguçn 
small knife dåozi 
small; little; young xiço 
smashed; broken; shattered dçpôle 
smell (ability) xiù 
smile (little smile) wéixièo 
smile (to smile slightly) wéixièo 
smoke; to smoke tobacco chñuyån 
smoke; tobacco; cigarette yån 
snack bar; little shop xiçomèibù 
snake; serpent; asp shê 
sneeze péntð 
snow xuë 
snow is falling xiè xuë le 
snowflake xuëhuå 
snowpeas hêlændôu 
so (to such an extent); by this means; thus nème (See also: zhìme) 
so (to such an extent); by this means; thus zhìme (See also: nème) 
so as to wìiyèo 
so as to; in order to yï 
so busy that can't X mæng bù X 
so expensive zhìme gui 
so much so that; even; so much as to; 
mental 

shìnzhð 

so that; in order to; in order that yïbièn (mid-sentence) (See also: wêile) 
so; therefore; and for that reason … suóyï …; yíncï … 
so; therefore; for this reason yíncï …; suóyï … 
so; therefore; for this reason; as a result yín'êr 
soap fêizèo 
social communication; to be busy socially jiåojð 
social customs and traditions féngsö 
social gathering; to have a social party liænhuån 
social; community; society shìhuð 
socket (electric) chåzuô 
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socks wèzi 
sofa; couch shåfå 
soft seat ruçnzuô 
soft sleeper ruçnwô 
sold mèidièo 
sold out mèiwæn 
soldier shðbîng 
solid gùtïde 
solid; deep (foundations, relationship, 
etc.) 

shénhôu 

solid; deep; profound (impressions) shénkì 
solution; way out chõlù 
some …; a number of … yóu … 
some …; a number of … yóude … 
some …; but others … yóude … yóude … 
some announcements jïxièng shéngmîng  (xièng here is a MW) 
some clouds jïduó yön  (duó here is a MW) 
some place; somewhere móu ge dðfang 
some; a little … (a small quantity of …) yídiçn[r] fèn …; yðdiçn[r] fèn … 
some; a little … (a small quantity of …) yðdiçn[r] fèn …; yídiçn[r] fèn … 
some; certain; particular; so-and-so móu 
some; one or two; a couple of; both lièng 
some; several; a few jï 
some; several; a few; a bit of; a bit; a little xié 
some; several; a few; a bit; a little yðxié 
some; several; a little; a few yíxié 
someone móurên 
something to drink hé de 
something to eat chí de 
something to eat chíde 
sometime ago; ever before; have already cêng 
sometimes; at times yóu[de] shîhôu 
sometimes; on some occasions yóu shî[hou] 
somewhat; a little; slightly yídiçn[r]; yðdiçn[r] 
somewhat; a little; slightly yðdiçn[r]; yídiçn[r] 
somewhere móuchù 
somewhere shênme dðfang 
son êrzi 
son ìrzi 
son zï 
Son of Man rênzï 
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son 
— “son of destruction” 

zï 
— “miìwæng zhí zï” 

song gé 
song géqø 
song; melody; tune qøzi 
son-in-law nýxu 
sons and daughters; children zïný 
soon; before long; soon after; not long 
after 

bùjiø 

soon; shortly lðkì 
soon; shortly mçshèng 
sorrow béi'åi 
sorry you were troubled mæfan nï le 
sorry! bèoqièn 
sorry; to apologize; say sorry bèo 
soul pié 
sound; noise xiçngshéng 
sound; voice; utterance; Chinese word 
tone 

shéng 

soundly; deeply (asleep) shö 
soundness of mind; completeness jiènquæn 
soup; spicy stew; broth tång 
source chõchù 
source material; raw material yuænlièo 
south  nænbiån 
South Korea Hæn'guò 
South Korean (person) Hæn'guòrên 
South Pole; Antarctic nænjî 
south side; the south  næn bian 
south side; the south  næn mièn (See also: nænbian) 
south side; the south  nænbian 
south side; the south  nænmièn 
south; southern; south næn 
south-east dñngnæn 
South-East Asia Dñngnænyè 
southerly direction; south; the southern 
part 

nænfång 

southern area nænbù 
southwest; southwestern; southwest xí'næn 
souvenir jðniènpïn 
souvenir; to keep as a souvenir liönièn 
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sovereign zhðgåo-zhøzçi 
soya sauce; soy sauce jièngyòu 
space to 
— not to have space to Y (Y is a verb) 

xiè 
— Y bö xiè 

space to 
— to have space to Y (Y is a verb) 

xiè 
— Y xiè 

spacious kuånchang 
spacious; broad guçngkuôde 
Spain Xíbånyæ 
Spaniard Xíbånyærên 
Spanish language (especially spoken) Xíbånyæyø 
Spanish language (especially written) Xíbånyæwên 
spare time; leisure time gñngfu 
speaking a language kóu 
speaking in public gñngdèohuè 
special shølîng 
special express train tìkuèi 
special occasion tìshõ chçnghe 
special occasion tìshõ chçnghe 
special quality; characteristic; feature tìdiçn 
special; exceptional tìshõ 
special; feature; characteristic tìsì 
special; specialized zhuånmên 
special; unique; particular tìbiê 
speciality; special; specialized zhuånké 
specifically mîngmîng-bæibæi de 
spectacles; glasses yçnjðng 
speech; language; word; words huè 
speech; to converse; talk; speak jiçnghuè 
speech; to make a speech yçnjiçng 
speech; to make a speech yçnshuñ 
sphere; circle; range; limits; boundary jiì 
spherical; round qiöxîng de 
spices xiånglièo 
 spicy jiå xiånglièo de 
spicy beancurd or tofu mæpò dôufu 
spinach bñcèi 
spine jîliænggø 
spiral luòxuænxîngde 
spirit lîng; xínlîng 
spirit (one's spirit) xínlîng 
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spirit body lîngtï 
spirit; a god; mind; basic disposition; look shên 
spirit; attitude; disposition jíngshên 
spirit; disposition xðngqîng 
spirit; mind; “soul” lînghön 
spirit; mind; essence; spiritual; mental jíngshên 
spiritual help liængzhù 
spiritual 
— “spirit body” 

lîng de 
— “lîng de shéntï” 

spiritual; supernatural shên 
spirituality lîngxðng 
splendid; brilliant; wonderful jíngcçi 
spoiled (children) chónghuèide 
spoiled (food) biènhuèi 
spoiled (food) biènwìide 
spoken language kóuyø 
sponge hçimiæn 
spoon; scoop; ladle shæo[zi] 
spoon; scoop; ladle shæozi 
sports arena; stadium tïyùchçng 
sports court; field qiöchçng 
sports ground; playground; school field cåochçng 
sports meeting; games; contest yùndônghuð 
sports; exercise; athletics; movement; 
motion 

yùndông 

sports; to take exercise yùndông 
spot; speck; dot; decimal point; o'clock diçn 
spotted (markings) yóu båndiçn de 
spouse pìi'óu 
spouse; partner (in ‘love’) bènlý 
spray pénwùqð 
spring (bouncy metal device) tænhuæng 
spring (season) chõn 
spring (season); springtime chõntiån 
spring onion; young onion còng 
spring season chõnjð 
spring; water source quæn 
square fång 
square fångxîng  (MW is [yî]ge) 
square (in shape) fångxîngde 
square (in shape) zhìngfångxîng 
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square (measurement of area) pîngfång 
square; town square guçngchçng 
squid yòuyö 
stability (peace) ånnîng 
stabilize (to stabilize; to calm down; to 
settle down) 

åndðng 

stack; orderly pile yðluò (luò is a MW) 
staff (of firm) gñngzuô rênyuæn 
staff member; office worker zhîyuæn 
staff officer; adviser; to advise; give 
advice 

cånmòu 

staff; personnel; workers zhîgñng 
stain wõdiçn 
stairs lòutí 
stairs; steps tæijié 
stake; pole; post; column zhù 
stall; stand; booth; trolley (for sales) tån 
stall; stand; booth; trolley (for sales) tånzi 
stamina quì 
stamp (using ink) gèizhång 
stand (stop or station for buses or trains) zhèn 
standard; level; to a high standard biåozhøn 
standard; to a high standard biåozhøn 
standardization biåozhønhuè 
standardization biåozhønhuè 
stanza fén ... zø 
star xíng 
star (celestial body) xíngxíng 
star; celebrity; famous person mîngxíng 
start point; the beginning chõfådiçn 
starter (course) tòupæn 
starting point qïdiçn 
state of fitness; “shape” qîngkuèng; zhuèngtèi 
state of fitness; “shape” zhuèngtèi; qîngkuèng 
state-run guòyîng 
stationery wênjù 
statistics; numerical analysis; to summate tóngjð 
statue diåoxièng 
status; position in society (who + 
position) 

shénfen 

steadfastly qiì'êrbùshë 
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steady; stable wën 
steady; stable; firm; to steady; stabilize wëndðng 
steam qð 
steam zhéngqð 
steamed zhéngde 
steamed bread mæntou 
steamship lönchuæn 
steel gång 
steel gångtië 
sticky zhånzhùde 
stiff yðngde 
still; also; fairly; ever so hæi 
stimulation; inspiration; to stimulate; 
inspire 

qïfå 

stir-fried noodles chçomièn 
stir-fry chço 
stiring; exciting; moving; excited jídông 
stomach wìi 
stone; rock (construction material) shîtou (MW is [yî]kuèi ) 
stone; rock; pebble shîtou (MW is [yî]kuèi ) 
stool; bench dìngzi 
stool; seat; bench dìng 
stop X! quit X! (X contains a verb) shço X 
store; shop shångdièn (MW is [yð]jiå) 
storehouse cångkù 
storey; floor; building  lòu 
storm féngbèo 
story line; plot; situation; circumstances qîngjiê 
story; tale gùshi 
stout zhuèngshî 
straight (not bent) zhîde 
straight ahead yízhî 
straight away; at once; hurriedly gçnkuèi 
straight line zhî xièn 
straight; directly; frankly; 
straightforwardly 

zhî 

straight; linear; frank; straightforward zhî 
straight; right; upright; correct side up (or 
out) 

zhìng 

strange shéng 
strange; surprising qîguèi 
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stranger môshéngrên 
strategy; ploy; tactics cìlúì 
straw; grass cço 
strawberry cçomêi 
strength; power; force lðliang 
strict; rigid; stern; rigorous; severe yæn'gê 
strictly; rigidly yæn'gê 
stringed instrument qîn 
striped (pattern, marks) yóutiæowênde 
stroke (in Chinese characters) huè 
strong qiængzhuèng 
strong alcohol bæijiø 
strong point; merit; good aspect yñudiçn 
strong; firm; solid; to strengthen gónggù 
strong; great; powerful; deep nòng 
strong; tough; durable; firm jiéshi 
structure; erection; construction; stand; 
rack 

jiè 

structure; make-up; composition jiêgôu 
struggle xiêlîng 
struggle; fight; to struggle; fight zhèndèo 
stubborn; determined jiånjuê 
stuck; won't shift xiènzhù 
student of psychology xílïxuêjiå 
study course; study programme kìchêng 
study of internal medicine nìiké 
study of psychology xílïxuê 
study topic; research topic; project kìtî 
study year; form niænjð 
study; research yænjiõ 
stuffy mén 
stumble xðncòng 
stupid chøn 
stupid yömìi 
stupid; foolish; silly shç 
stupid; senseless; boring; bored wöliæo 
style; manner fénggê  (MW is [yð]zhóng) 
sub-; branch (office) fén 
subject; theme; main point qiæng dièo 
subjective zhøguån 
substance; matter; material; physical wùzhð 
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suburbs jiåoqõ 
success; successful; to succeed chênggñng 
success; victory; to win; conquer; excel shìng 
successful; smooth; trouble-free; 
unhindered 

shùnlð 

successfully; smoothly; without hindrance shùnlð 
such zhìyèngde 
such as; for example xièng … zhì zhóng de 
sudden tõröqîlæi 
suffer shôukø 
suffer (to suffer; to endure) æi 
suffer from hunger (to s…)  æi jí dï ì 
suffering; hardship; pain; guilt; crime zuð 
suffering; tribulation; problems; 
difficulties 

huènnèn 

sugar; sweeties; candy; sweets tæng 
sugarcane gånzhì 
sugarcane zhìtæng 
suggestion; proposal zhøzhång 
suit (worn for business) yí tèo xífö 
suitable; compatible; fitting hêshðde 
suitable; fitting; appropriate; right; proper qièdèng 
suitable; meeting wishes hê 
suitable; proper; right (appropriate) hêshð 
summer xiètiån 
summer break; summer holidays shøjiè 
summer camp xièlðngyîng 
sun; sunlight; sunshine tèiyæng 
Sunday lïbèirð (See also: xíngqírð ) 
Sunday lïbèitiån 
Sunday Xíngqírð 
Sunday Xíngqítiån 
sundown; sunset rðluô 
sunlight; sunshine yængguång 
sunny [day] qîngtiån 
sunny; clear; fine qînglçng 
sunscreen lotion fængshèiyòu 
sunup; sunrise rðchõ 
supermarket chåojî shðchçng 
superstition mîxðn 
supply; nourish bø 
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support; stand; tray; to support; hold on 
hand 

tuñ 

support; to support; back up zhíchî 
sure këndðng 
surf chñnglèng 
surface mail; by sea/road hçi/lù yòujð 
surface; outer appearance; countenance biçomièn 
surfing on the internet shèngwçng qù chñnglèng 
surgical department wèiké 
surname; to be surnamed xðng (See also: mîngzi) 
surprise development; accident; mishap yðwèi 
surprisingly; actually hæi 
surrounding; around 
— [located] surrounding … 

zhñuwêi  
— [zèi] … zhñuwêi 

surroundings zhñuwìi de shðwù 
survival; continuation alive shéngcön 
suspicion yîxín 
sweet (flavour, sensation, sound sleep) tiæn [de] 
sweet and sour suåntiæn 
sweet and sour tængcù 
sweet biscuit; cookie xiçotiænbïng 
sweet dumplings yuænxiåo 
sweet soy sauce héi jièngyòu 
sweet soy sauce tiæn jièngyòu 
sweet; dessert tiænshî 
sweets; candies tængguó 
swimming costume yòuyóngyí 
swimming pool yòuyóngchî 
swimming; to swim yòuyóng 
switched on (light, T.V.); engaged; 
working 

kåizhe 

sword; arrow (missile) jièn (MW is [yð]zhí ) 
synthetic hêchêngde 
system xðtóng 
system zhðdù 
system; pattern tïxð 
system; world shðjiì 
table mat diènzi 
table 
— [a] table 

zhuñzi 
— [yðzhång] zhuñzi  (zhång is a MW) 

tablecloth zhuñbù 
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tablet; stone (for commemoration) béi 
tablets pièn(r) 
tablets piènr 
tablets; pills yèopièn 
Taijiquan; shadow boxing tèijîquæn 
tail wëiba 
tail; end wëi 
tailor; clothier; dressmaker cæifeng 
Taiwan Tæiwån 
Take care! (lit. walk slowly; saying 
goodbye) 

mèn zóu 

take the opportunity chìn zhìge jíhuð … (ge is a MW) 
take the opportunity jiì zhìge jíhuð … (ge is a MW) 
take your book back home bç nïde shõ næ huî jiå 
taking into account; in the light of ; per zhénduð 
talent; gift; talented person rêncæi 
talented student cæizï 
talk; negotiation; to talk; negotiate huðtæn 
talking of nonsense; to talk nonsense höshuñ 
talks; negotiation; to talk; negotiate tænpèn 
tall and big gåodè 
tall; high; superior; loudly; in a high voice gåo 
tame xönföde 
Taoism Dèo jièo 
Taoism; Daoism Dèojièo 
Taoist; Daoist dèo 
tap water; running water zðlæishuï 
tap; faucet shuïlòngtòu 
tape (magnetic) cîdèi 
tape (sticky, adhesive) jiåodèizhï 
tape recorder lùyínjí (MW is [yð]tæi ) 
tape recording lùyîn 
task; job assignment zhîze 
taste; flavour wìi[dao] 
taste; flavour wìidèo; wìidao 
tasty yóuzíyóuwìide 
tax shuð 
taxi (vehicle on hire) chõzõ(qð)ché 
tea chæ 
tea leaves chæyì 
tea with nibbles chædiçn 



  

Pinyin Mandarin Introductory Course - Dictionary for Theocratic Use - English to Mandarin 
 

 

© B. J. Burford and E. J. Burford 2005-2013  178 www.jaspell.co.uk   10 May 2013 

teach yourself; self-study; study alone zðxuê 
teacher jièoshí (MW is [yð]mîng) 
teacher lçoshí 
teacher; trainer; instructor jièoyuæn 
teaching aids (textbooks, etc.) jièocæi 
teaching assistant zhùjièo 
teaching place; classroom jièoshð 
teaching; doctrine jièoyð 
teaching; lesson learned; moral jièoxùn 
teaching; to do teaching; teach jièoxuê 
teacup chæbéi 
teahouse chæguçn 
team leader; captain duðzhçng 
team member duðyuæn 
team; group; organization tuæntï 
team; group; organization; lump; ball tuæn 
team; school class; duty shift; work group bån 
teapot chæhö 
teardrop; tears lìi 
tears yçnlìi 
technician jðshùyuæn 
teeshirt hènshån 
telegram diènbèo 
telephone diènhuè 
telephone book diènhuèbù 
telephone booth diènhuètîng 
telephone number diènhuè hèomç 
telephone operator diènhuè jiéxiènyuæn 
television diènshð 
television set diènshðjí 
television station diènshðtæi 
temperature (as in the weather) qðwén 
temperature (warmth) wéndù 
temperature; fever; to run a high 
temperature 

shåo 

temple mièo 
temple (Chinese) sðyuèn 
temple captain shóudièn 
temporary lînshî 
temporary; passing; temporarily; for now zènshî 
ten bulbs of garlic shîtòu suèn  (tòu here is a MW) 
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ten bunches of flowers shîshù huå  (shù here is a MW) 
ten laws shîtiæo fçlþ  (tiæo here is a MW) 
ten lines of cutomers shîhæng gùkì  (hæng here is a MW) 
ten million; many millions qiånwèn 
ten newspapers shîzhång bèo  (zhång here is a MW) 
ten shops shîjiå shångdièn  (jiå here is a MW) 
ten; 10; tens -teen shî 
tendency; trend qõshð 
tennis; tennis ball wçngqiö 
tens of; multiples of ten jï shî 
tense jïnzhångde 
tense; nervous; in short supply; scarce jïnzhång 
tent zhènpeng 
term yôngyø 
terrorism kóngbù huòdông 
test; examination; to sit a test; to set a test kçoshð 
test; to test cìyèn 
test; try; trial; experiment; to test; 
experiment 

shðyèn 

text (passage taken from a book) kìwên 
textbook kìbën 
textile making; weaving; spinning fçngzhí 
textile; fabric bùlièo 
Thai (in general) Tèiguòde 
Thailand Tèiguò 
Thank you! Xiìxie nï! 
Thank you! (politely) Xiìxie nîn! 
thanks for the compliment: I don't deserve 
it 

bù gçn dång 

thanks for the compliment: I don't deserve 
it 

bùgçndång 

Thanks! xiìxie! 
Thanksgiving Day Gçn'énjî 
that (conj.) [omit] 
that (pronoun) nè 
that (pronoun) nìi 
that [one] (pronoun) nè (followed by a measure word) 
that … nège … 
that … nìige … 
that article nèpiån wênzhång  (piån here is a MW) 
that deal nèbï jiåoyð  (bï is a MW) 
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that hat nèdïng mèozi  (dïng here is a MW) 
that lamp nèzhçn déng  (zhçn here is a MW) 
that mirror nèmièn jðngzi  (mièn here is a mirror) 
that of which [he spoke] [tå shuñ] de 
that office nèjiån bèn'gòngshð  (jiån here is a MW) 
that ship nèsñu chuæn  (sñu here is a MW) 
that smiling face nèfù xièoliçn  (fù here is a MW) 
that time jiêshù [shî] 
that train service nèbån huóché (bån is a MW) 
that; those (with a number) … nè (number) (measure word) … 
that's right duð; nè shð duð de 
the [4] tones used in Chines Mandarin [sð]shéng 
the aforementioned qiænmian 
the area below; the bottom; next; 
following 

xièbian 

the arts and literature 
 

wênyð 

the arts; liberal arts wênké 
the back bìibù 
the background (of a picture); setting 
(story) 

bìijïng 

the backof someone or something bìi 
the cinema is showing … diènyïngyuèn yçn … 
the Communist Party Gôngchçndçng 
the day after tomorrow hôutiån 
the day before [yesterday] qiæntiån 
the dead sïrên 
the dog is barking góu zað jièo 
the earth; the planet; the globe dðqiö 
the engineering profession gñngchêng 
The fact is: Shðshî shð: 
the female sex ný xðng 
the field of medicine (field of study) yíxuê 
the first issue of this magazine zhìbën zæzhð de dðyðqí  (qí here is a MW) 
the floor at ground level yîlòu 
the flu; a cold; to have a cold gçnmèo 
the former (not the latter) qiæn zhë 
the former (not the latter) qiæn zhë 
the four seasons sð jð 
the future wìilæi 
the future; in [the] future jiånglæi 
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The Great Wall Chængchêng 
the Han people Hènzö-rên 
the heavens; sky tiånkñng 
the holy word; holy shênshìng 
the individual (abstractly); one; oneself gìrên 
the latter zê 
the Law Lþfç 
the lights are off; the lights are out dièndéng miì le 
the living huòrên 
the main point; nub of the matter; key; 
crux 

guånjièn 

the male sex næn xðng 
the maximum amount zuð dè lièng 
the maximum speed zuð gåo sùdu 
the maximum temperature zuð gåo wéndù 
the maximum volume zuð dè kñngjiån 
the maximum; the greatest zuð dè 
the maximum; the highest zuð gåo 
the minimum amount zuð shço lièng 
the minimum amount zuð xiço lièng 
the minimum amount [of …] zuð xiço […] lièng 
the minimum speed; the lowest speed zuð dí sùdu 
the minimum volume zuð xiço kñngjiån 
the minimum; the lowest zuð dí 
the more … the more … yuì … yuì … 
the most … [of] zuðduñ 
the most …; (e.g. maximum, minimum) zuð … (… has to suit the detail) 
the natural science field of study lïké 
the next article xiè yi piån wênzhång 
the next coach service to Beijing qù Bëijíng de xiè yîtèng qðché (tèng: 

MW) 
the next in order qîcð 
the next one (in sequence, series, line) xiè [yí] ge  (ge is a typical MW) 
the next session of study xièjiì xuêxî  (jiì here is a MW) 
the next type of question xièlìi wìntî  (lìi here is a MW) 
the north side; the North; on the north bëibiån 
the north; the northern part bëifång 
the northern part bëibù 
the one that [is small] [xiço] de 
the one which …? yèng de dñngxi 
the only one who; the only one that wêiyí 
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the opposite xiångfçn 
the opposite side or party duðfång 
the other(s); other qîtå 
the outside; outside; exterior wèibian 
the Pacific Ocean Tèipîngyæng 
the past; time over; previous; former guôqù 
the people (of a country) rênmîn 
the People's Republic of China Zhñnghuæ Rênmîn Gônghêguò 
the pictures (cinematic) diènyïng  
the present age; contemporary period dångdèi 
the previous sentence xiæn jù huè  (jù here is a MW) 
the public; the people; the masses qönzhông 
the railway (system, network) tiëlù xðtóng 
the reason why X did Y is Z X suóyï Y shð Z 
the remainder; remnant qîyö 
the Republic of China Zhñnghuæ Mîn'guò 
the reverse; opposite side; wrong side fçnmièn 
the right one (correct one) duð 
the same; just as; general; common; 
ordinary 

yðbån 

the same; the same way; manner; equally yîyèng; yíyèng 
the smallest quantity zuðshço 
the Spring Festival; Chinese New Year Chõnjiê 
the Truth xiçnshð 
the truth zhénxiång; zhénshî 
the truth; actuality; fact zhénshî 
the tube; underground train; subway dðtië 
the underground dðxiè 
the whole week [thorough] zhënggì xíngqí [dñu] 
the whole; all; everything; whole; all; 
every 

yîqiì; yíqiì 

the world shìshang 
the year after next hôuniæn 
the year before [last]; two years ago qiænniæn 
theatre jùchçng 
theatre (dramatic) jùyuèn 
their (females) tåmen[de] … (de is omitted for closeness) 
their (male) tåmen[de] … (de is omitted for closeness) 
their (neuter, animals, things) tåmende 
theme zhøtî 
then (If X, then Y) zê 
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then (particle implying agreement or 
confirmation) 

ba 

then; at that [current] time dångshî 
then; at that moment nèshî; nèshîdångshî 
then; at that moment nèshî; dångshî 
then; at the time when; convenient bièn 
then; in that case; on that condition jiù 
theoretical concept; theory lïlùn 
there be/ have wöbï 
there isn't much …; there's little … mêi yóu duñshço … 
there 
— [located] there 

nèlï 
— [zèi] nèlï 

there 
— [located] there 

nèli 
— [zèi] nèli 

there 
— [located] there 

nèr 
— [zèi] nèr 

thereafter jiêzhe 
there's more … hæi yóu … 
these zhìixié; zhìxié 
these balls of wool zhìtuæn mæoxièn  (tuæn here is a MW) 
these; these … zhìxié; zhìxié … 
they do say; according to what one hears jùshuñ 
they; them (females) tåmen 
they; them (neuter, animals, things) tåmen 
they; them; their (male) tåmen 
thick (of fluids) nòng 
thick; careless cõ 
thief zêi 
thigh dètuï 
thin (of low viscosity) xí 
thin; lean (flesh); tight (clothes) shôu 
thin; slight bæo 
thing; object dñngxi 
third (in order) dðsån 
thirsty kë 
thirteen shîsån 
thirty sånshî 
this (pronoun) zhì; zhìi 
this [one] (pronoun) zhì; zhìi (followed by a measure word) 
this [one] (pronoun) zhìi; zhì (followed by a measure word) 
this [one] (pronoun, emphasized) zhìgì 
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this … cï … 
this … zhìge … 
this grass zhìké cço  (ké here is a MW) 
this human life zhìtiæo rênmðng  (tiæo here is a MW) 
this is my business zhì guån wóde shð 
this one; that one; the one just mentioned gåi 
this packet of magazines zhìbåo zæzhð (båo is a MW) 
this rope zhìgén xhéngzi  (gén here is a MW) 
this science zhìmên kéxuê  (mên here is a MW) 
this section of highway nèduèn gñnglù 
this side; over this side; over here zhìbiån 
this sum of money zhìbï qiæn  (bï is a MW) 
this time of the end; these last days zhìiduèn zuðhôu de rðzi 
this video tape zhìpæn lùxièngdèi  (pæn here is a MW) 
this year jínniæn 
thorough; complete chìdï 
thoroughly; carefully hçohçor [de] 
thoroughly; completely génbën 
those [ones]; those … nèxié; nèxié … 
thought of; considered to be 
— thought of [in …] 

shèng (or: shang) 
— [zèi] … shèng 

thoughts yðnièn 
thousand; numerous qiån 
three bombs sånké zhèdèn  (ké here is a MW) 
three cats sånzhí måo  (zhí here is a MW) 
three coats of paint såncêng yòuqí (cêng here is a MW) 
three elephants såntòu xièng  (tòu here is a MW) 
three flocks of birds sånqön niço  (qön here is a MW) 
three illnesses (whole process) sånchçng bðng  (chçng here is a MW) 
three married couples sånduð fõqí  (duð here is a MW) 
three minutes sån fén zhñng 
three o'clock sån diçn zhñng 
three periods såntæng kì  (tæng here is a MW) 
three pianos sånjiè gångqin  (jiè here is a MW) 
three rows of seats sånpæi zuôwìi  (pæi here is a MW) 
three schools sånsuó xuêxièo  (suó here is a MW) 
three songs sånshóu gé  (shóu here is a MW) 
three sorts of clothes sånzhóng yífu  (zhóng here is a MW) 
three; 3 sån 
throat hòulòng 
throne lðdðng 
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through (by way of; via); to pass through 
… 

tñngguô … 

through (from one side to the other) chuån'guô … 
through (in the name of) fìng … de mîng 
through (in the name of) fìng … de mîng 
through; due to; by jíngguô 
through; from ; by; to obey; follow; let yòu 
throughout one's life; all thorough life yðshéng 
throughout the whole world; all of China tiånxiè 
throughout; all the while; from start to 
finish 

shïzhñng 

thunder dçlêi 
thunder lêi 
thunderstorm lêiyø 
Thursday Xíngqísð 
thus (-ly—used to adapt an adjective as 
an adverb) 
— …-ly 
— cleanly 

de 
 
— … de 
— lðluode 

thus; so; that manner nèyèng 
Tian An Men; the Gate of Heavenly 
Peace 

Tiån'ånmên 

Tibet Xízèng 
ticket pièo 
ticket for bus or train chépièo 
tie (neck-tie) lïngdèi 
tiger lçohø 
tight budget; austerity; to save; 
economize 

jiêyué 

tight; tense; urgent; near; tightly; urgently jïn 
time (abstractly); time period; duration shîjiån 
time (on time; according to time; 
punctual; punctually) 

ènshî 

time (point in time; moment) shîjiån 
time of the end duèn zuðhoù de rðzi 
time of the end môqí 
time of youth; a youth; young person shèoniæn 
time period shîqí 
time period; date; set time; project phase qí 
time zone shîjiån 
time; duration; length of time; time shîhou 
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o'clock 
time; era; age; period shîdèi 
times; occasions 
— X-fold (where X is a number) 

bìi 
— X bìi 

timetable; schedule shîjiånbiço 
tiny jîxiçode 
tip; gratuity xiçofìi 
tired out; worn out; exhausted pîlæo 
tired; weary pîjuèn[de] 
tired; worn out; tiring lìi 
title (of book, film) biçotî 
title (person's) tòuxiæn 
title; subject; topic tî 
title; subject; topic; theme; heading tîmù 
to (a place) dèo … 
to (speaking with) tòng …; gén … 
to (speaking with) hê…; tòng …; 
to (speaking with) tòng …; gén … 
to [pay a] compliment zènyæng 
to … (“Bottoms up for …!”) wìi … gån béi 
to … away; to … off (… is a verb) …xièlai 
to … down (… is a verb) …xièlai 
to abandon; forsake; desert påoqð 
to abase; overthrow dçdço 
to abound in; have plenty of; not lack … yóudeshð … 
to abound with chñngmçn 
to accept; admit; confess chêngrìn 
to accept; believe; trust; believe in; rely 
on 

xiångxðn 

to accept; receive; get; suffer; endure; 
bear 

shôu 

to accommodate; hold (capacity) ròngnè 
to accompany; follow with gén 
to accuse kñnggèo 
to accuse zhïzê 
to accuse someone of … zhïzê móurên … 
to accuse; sue gèo 
to ache shï têngtông 
to achieve by going via the back door zóu hôumên 
to achieve; attain; reach dædèo 
to achieve; realize [one's|your] goal shîxièn [zðjï|nï]de mùbiåo 
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to act as; have the role as; become; work 
as 

zuô 

to act in the position of; be responsible 
for 

dånrìn 

to act; perform; show (theatrically) yçn 
to act; perform; show (theatrically) yçnchõ 
to activate; animate; enliven huòyuì 
to activate; arouse; start; move; put to use dông 
to add; plus; do addition (+) jiå 
to admire qínpìi 
to admire zènshçng 
to admit; receive; welcome (guests) jiédèi 
to adopt cçinè 
to adopt gån 
to advance to; press on close to bí 
to advance; promote cùjðn 
to advise chõ zhøyð 
to advise xièng … tî yðjièn 
to advise; recommend; suggest jiènyð 
to advise; urge; persuade quèn 
to affect xíxí-xiångguån 
to afford fùdèndeqï 
to agree tòngyð 
to agree zèntòng 
to agree jointly on a decision shångdðng 
to agree; accept; agree with; concur; 
approve 

zènchêng 

to allow yönxø 
to allow to …; let gëi …; rèng … 
to allow to pass; to miss cuôguô 
to allow; let; let happen; cause to happen rèng; gëi 
to allow; permit zhøn 
to allow; permit zhønxø 
to allow; permit; allowed to; permitted to ròngxø 
to allow; permit; consent to; promise xø 
to allow; permit; tolerate; restrain; contain ròng 
to ameliorate; improve; change gçiliæng 
to amend; rectify; correct gçizhìng 
to answer the phone jié diènhuè 
to answer the telephone jié diènhuè 
to answer; reply; repsond (verbally)  huîdæ 
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to answer; respond in kind dæ 
to answer; take the telephone call jié 
to apologize dçoqièn 
to apologize dèoqièn 
to appear; arrive; show up; turn up xiçnchõ; xiçnlù 
to appear; arrive; show up; turn up xiçnlù 
to appear; come to light; become visible chõxièn 
to appear; seem; look like xiçnde 
to apply; fix using gèi 
to apply; utilize; wield yùnyông 
to appoint; employ rìnmðng 
to appreciate; enjoy xínshçng 
to approach kèo 
to approach (a certain time) læilîn 
to approach; to come near to; get near to jiéjðn 
to approve; may; be allowed; can kë 
to approve; to agree to a request pízhøn 
to argue biènlùn 
to arise; happen; exceed; air chõ 
to arouse; call to action huènqï 
to arrange chòubèn 
to arrange in sequence; enumerate; list liì 
to arrest dèibø 
to arrest; seize; grasp zhuñ 
to arrive; go to; attain dèo 
to ascend; come up shènglai 
to ascend; go up shèngqu 
to ascend; mount; board (a vehicle); come shèng 
to ascend; rise (an object) shèngshéng 
to ask about; enquire xönwìn 
to ask; ask about; question; enquire wìn 
to assassinate; murder cðshå 
to assault; jump on; givee all for; put all 
into 

põ 

to assemble together; gather jîhê 
to assemble; gather; get together côuhe 
to assemble; to put together zhuångpìi 
to assess; decide; judge pènduèn 
to assign; be responsible rìn 
to assimilate; absorb; admit; enrol xíshñu 
to associate; mix with hùlð-hùmiçn 
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to attack; go stealthily; steal tñu 
to attack; hit; strike; shock dçjí 
to attain; measure up to; hit (a standard) gôu 
to attempt to; try; try out; examination; 
test 

shð 

to attempt; try chængshð 
to attend (present at a meeting, gathering) chõxî 
to attend (present at a meeting, gathering) dèochçng; chõxî 
to attend […] regularly shèng […] 
to attend lectures; teach a class shèngkì 
to attend meetings cånjiå jùhuð 
to attend; participate in; join; take part in cånjiå 
to attract; appeal to dçdông 
to attract; draw in xíyïn 
to auction påimèi 
to avail oneself of; take advantage of chìn 
to avoid bð 
to avoid bðkåi 
to avoid; avert; prevent bðmiçn 
to avoid; dodge; flash (like inspiration, 
light) 

shçn 

to avoid; elude; hide from duó[kåi] 
to await; wait dëngdèi 
to babysit zhèokèn hæizi 
to back up; reverse dçotuî 
to bake; roast; grill; heat kço 
to bar; make a barrier pæichð 
to bar; obstruct; hinder læn 
to bargain jiçngjiè 
to base on; according to génjù 
to be (am; is; are; be); exist shð  (See also: jiùshð ) 
to be (be present; be located; be alive; 
exist) 

zèi 

to be [what is] X by Y (passive voice) bëi Y suó X (See also: wêi) 
to be [what is] X-ed by Y (passive voice) wêi Y suó X  (See also: bëi) 
to be a guest zuô kì 
to be a guest zuôkì 
to be a remnant; remain; be left over shìngxialai 
to be able to see; meet jièn[dèo] 
to be able to understand by hearing tíngdedóng 
to be able to X (X is another verb) X de qï 
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to be about the same as yóu 
to be about to … jiùyèo … le 
to be about to … kuèiyèo … le 
to be about to …; just going to …; will; 
shall 

jiångyèo … 

to be abroad zèi guòwèi 
to be admitted to hospital zhùjðn yíyuèn 
to be affected by …; to undergo …'s 
effect 

shôu … yïngxiçng 

to be afraid; fear; be worried lest; afraid pè 
to be aimed at; directed against zhénduð 
to be amazed; shocked; astonished chíjíng 
to be anxious over; concerned about guè 
to be anxious; concerned; to fear; worry 
about 

dånxín 

to be ashamed gçndèo hèisèo 
to be awake (after sleeping) xïngle  (See: shuð bù zhåo: not sleeping) 
to be aware of; realize; know liçojië 
to be based in … chæng zhù [zèi] … 
to be based in … (location) chæng zhù [zèi] … 
to be blown away chuízóu le 
to be blown down chuídço le 
to be born chõshéng 
to be born shéng 
to be bound to …; to be sure to … këndðng huð … 
to be busy or occupied (doing) … zhìng mæng … 
to be called; named …; called; named … jièo … 
to be called; named; termed as jièozuô 
to be careful of; pay attention to zhùyð 
to be careful; be wary; look out xiçoxín 
to be careful; watch out dångxín 
to be certainly in the situation where … shð … de 
to be complete; be whole zhëng ge 
to be conditional on; depend on zèi 
to be defeated; wither bèi 
to be determined by; depend on; lie with zèiyö 
to be doing X (X is a process) zhìngzèi 
to be especially yòuqí shð 
to be familiar with; know well shöxí 
to be fascinated by; to admire a lot; to be 
lost 

mî 
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to be for X's attention to guí 
to be good at huð 
to be grateful; appreciative; thanks; 
gratitude 

gçnxiì 

to be in a position chøyö 
to be in hospital; be hospitalized zhùyuèn 
to be in love zèi tæn lièn'èi 
to be in love; go steady (lit. talk love) tæn lièn'èi 
to be in the middle of (some process) dångzhñng 
to be in the process of … zhìngzèi … 
to be in the situation in which […] shð […] de 
to be independent; to become independent dölð 
to be interested [in …X…] [duð …X…] gçn xðngqù  
to be interested in gçn xðngqù 
to be interested in xðngqù 
to be jealous dùjð 
to be late; late chî 
to be late; late chîdèo 
to be left over; leave over; remain shìngxia 
to be like; look like; resemble xièng 
to be like; resemble; like; similar lìisð 
to be located in; lie in; be situated in wìiyö 
to be made redundant (from work) bìi cæijiçn 
to be manifest; to show; manifest; appear jièn 
to be not exactly countable shø bù qíng 
to be not working properly; not that good bùxîng 
to be obliged to … bìipô … 
to be on duty zhðbån 
to be on the telephone zèi dç diènhuè 
to be part of; belong to; relate to shøyö 
to be realistic; to search for truth shîshð qiöshð 
to be related (to); concern; involved in yóuguån 
to be responsible; to take care of fùzê 
to be sanctified zhång xiçnwêi shìng 
to be seasick yõnchuæn 
to be short of; to lack qué; quéshço 
to be similar to; match; according to rö  (See also: bùrö) 
to be studying at school zèi shèngxuê 
to be submissive; subordinate föcòng 
to be submissive; subordinate; obedient to fö còng 
to be tricked; swindled; fooled; trapped shèngdèng 
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to be unable to understand by hearing tíngbudóng 
to be unable to X (X is another verb) X bù qï 
to be used up; be gone mêi [yóu] le 
to be vegetarian chí sù 
to be vegetarian chí sù 
to be wanting; lacking; falling short of chè 
to be worth …; to be worthwhile zhîde 
to be; become; act as; function as; treat as zuô 
to be; match; act; serve as; act as wêi 
to be; prove to be; is; proves to be; really 
be 

jiùshð  (See also: shð ) 

to be; to act or work as dång 
to bear; carry (a load) béi 
to beat; bang; knock; tap; knock on the 
door 

qiåo 

to beat; strike qiåodç 
to become qïlai 
to become (followed by an adjective) bièn[de] 
to become awake; to cause to be awake xïng 
to become awake; to cause to be awake xïnglæi 
to become relaxed; feel less tense sñngxiì 
to become; develop into; succeed; achieve chêng 
to become; get (a condition, state) få 
to become; prove to be (followed by a 
noun) 

chêngwêi 

to beg; request qîquî 
to beg; request earnestly; implore qïqiö 
to behave biçoxièn 
to bend one's body down; stoop wånxiè 
to bet with money; gamble tòng … dçdu 
to betray others chõmèi biêrên 
to bicker; quarrel; argue; row chçojiè 
to bid farewell; see off; send off sôngxîng 
to bid farewell; separate; part fénshóu 
to blame guíjiù 
to blame zêguèi 
to blame; reprove zêbìi 
to blame; unusual; strange; odd guèi 
to bleed liöxuì 
to blind someone shï moørên shímîng 
to blind someone shï moørên shímîng 
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to blink zhç yçnjíng 
to blink zhç yçnjíng 
to block a road zøsåi 
to bloom kåi 
to blow a whistle chuí shèo 
to blow one's nose xïng bîzi 
to blow up; magnify in size; to enlarge fèngdè 
to blow; breath out chuí 
to blush liçnhòng 
to board; get on; get off from (a vehicle) déng 
to boast; brag chuíniö 
to boast; brag chuíxõ 
to boil kåi 
to boil water shåo kåishuï 
to bolt; gallop off shíqù kôngzhð 
to book (a ticket); reserve dðng 
to book a room dðng fængjiån 
to book; reserve (a room, meal, table) yùdðng 
to borrow; lend; use to advantage jiì 
to bother about; mind; concern oneself 
over 

guçn 

to bother; disturb dçjiço 
to bow one's head; lower one's head díxia 
to brag (i.e. puff a lot) chuí 
to break away from; separate from; 
divorce 

tuñlî 

to break into (a house) chuçngrù 
to break out; erupt (violence) bèofå 
to break up; disperse (a crowd) qõsèn 
to break up; fail (i.e. to run out of breath) chuí 
to break; destroy; broken; ruined; worn-
out 

pô 

to break; sever; cut off; lop duèn 
to break; smash; shatter nônghuèi 
to break; violate (the law) fèn 
to breathe in; breathe; inhale; absorb; 
suck 

xí 

to breed; cultivate pêiyù 
to breed; rear (animals) sðyçng 
to brighten up; be switched on lièng 
to bring dèilæi 
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to bring nælæi 
to bring … outside bç … bånchõlai 
to bring … outside bç … bånchõlai 
to bring about; to come about chçnshéng 
to bring back dèihuîlai 
to bring forward (an appointed time) tîqiæn 
to bring into use; to develop; elaborate on fåhuí 
to bring out; exhibit xiçnchõ 
to bring up (children) föyçng 
to bring up (e.g. children); to lead (guide) dèi 
to bring up; rear; raise (children) yçngyù 
to broadcast bñyín 
to brush one's teeth shuå yæ 
to build up knowledge about xiõ 
to build up the body bø shéntï 
to build up; accumulate jílëi 
to build; construct; deck; cover gèi 
to build; erect; make; construct jiènzhù 
to bump into; bump pìngzhuèng 
to burn rænshåo 
to burn; scald; perm (hair); iron (clothes) tèng 
to burst (balloon) bèo 
to burst (dam burst) kuðjuê 
to burst (water pipe, etc.) liì 
to burst its banks (river banks) juê kóu 
to burst; explode; blow up; to bomb; blast zhè 
to bury mæi 
to bury mæizèng 
to bury zèng 
to button up kóushang 
to buy [for someone] [gëi móurên] mçi(lai) 
to buy; purchase cçigôu 
to calculate; count; count in; be counted 
as 

suèn 

to call (as in prayer) hõhuèn 
to call off; cancel; abandon; abolish qøxiåo 
to call out hello [to someone] [gén móurên] dç zhåohu 
to call to wake up; to cause to wake up jièoxïng 
to call; name as chéng 
to call; summon zhèojièn 
to call; summon; call out; tell jièo 
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to capture bøhuô 
to capture; grasp; seize bæ 
to care about; have concern for; focus on guånxín 
to care for; manage; attend to; consider gù 
to carry zèi 
to carry a load; to bear; sustain chêngdån 
to carry by hand; butter up; flatter pëng 
to carry on one's head; press the head 
against 

dïng 

to carry on shoulders kæng 
to carry on; keep on continue jðxù 
to carry out; implement; practise shîxîng 
to carry out; launch; develop kåizhçn 
to carry out; practise; go; walk; journey xîng 
to carry out; put into practice; implement guènchê 
to carry; grasp hold; take; fetch; bring næ 
to carry; pass; approve; adopt (by a vote) tñngguô 
to carry; to bring along dèi 
to cash a cheque (or check) duðxièn 
to cast; throw at; put in; to plunge oneself tòu 
to catch the bus gçn ché 
to catch up on gçnshèng 
to catch up on missed study sessions bøkì 
to catch; succumb to; suffer due to 
(illness) 

huèn 

to catch; take in hand jié 
to cause to be awake; to become awake huènxïng 
to cause; bring about; give rise to yïnqï 
to cause; bring about; make; to get; obtain nông 
to cause; make shï 
to cease; stop; quit; halt tîngzhï 
to celebrate; congratulate qðnghì 
to centralize; pool; concentrate jîzhñng 
to change (vehicles on a journey) zhuçnché 
to change for another dço 
to change money huèn qiæn 
to change one's mind gçibièn zhøyð 
to change; be changed; be transformed bièn 
to change; exchange (money) duðhuèn 
to change; replace; to exchange; trade huèn 
to change; transform (situation, gçibièn 
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conditions) 
to change; turn; shift; turn around zhuçn 
to change; turn; transform zhuçnbièn 
to chase out; chase away gçnchõ 
to chase; drive away; rush; hurry; catch gçn 
to chat liæotiån[r] 
to chat; discuss; talk tæn 
to cheat; deceive pièn 
to check a list of items over guô 
to check in (for transport service) zhùdièn 
to cherish shén'ai 
to chew jøjuê 
to chew juê 
to choose; select; elect xuçn 
to choose; select; pick xuçnzê 
to clarify; explain; instruct; express; 
indicate 

shuñmîng 

to clarify; specify; clear; specific; definite mîngquì 
to clean nông gånjðng 
to clean (the house) dçsço 
to clean; sweep; wipe sço 
to clean; wipe; spread; polish cå 
to climb (steep terrain) påndéng 
to climb onto; mount pæshèng 
to climb; creep; crawl pæ 
to close eyes bðshèng yçnjíng 
to close the door guån mên 
to close the door; to close for business guånmên 
to close up; seal féng 
to close; cover hêqï 
to close; lock; close down guån 
to close; shut bð 
to coerce; compel; force qiængpô 
to coil; coil around; go around; bypass rèo 
to collate; compile; gather; collect huð 
to collect news material cçifçng 
to collect payment shñukuçn 
to collect; assemble jî 
to collide xiångzhuèng 
to collide; knock into; bump into zhuèng 
to combine sounds into syllables pínyín 
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to combine; join; bring together; close hê 
to come [here] chõ[lai] 
to come and go; deal læiwçng 
to come back huî læi 
to come down xièlai 
to come from læi zð 
to come from læi zð 
to come in jðnlæi 
to come or go out; to issue; produce chõ 
to come out chõlai 
to come over; come back guôlæi 
to come to a stop in doing X (X is a verb) X zhù 
to come to birth; emerge; come to be dènshéng 
to come to more than can be counted shø bù guôlai 
to come true; actualize (a plan, wish) shîxièn 
to come; bring; bring to fruition; do læi 
to command; order mðnglðng  (MW is [yî]xièng) 
to commemorate; observe a memorial jðnièn 
to commend; praise chéngzèn 
to commend; praise kuåjiçng 
to comment on; review; discuss pînglùn 
to comment; discuss; opine; talk yðlùn 
to commit sin; commit a crime fènzuð 
to communicate with …X… through 
…Y… 

yø …X… tñngguô …Y… liænxð 

to compare; comparatively; relatively jièo 
to compare; contrast bïjièo 
to compare; contrast duðbï 
to compare; emulate; make a comparison bï 
to compare; emulate; make a comparison bïbï 
to compare; emulate; make a comparison bïyibï 
to compensate; reimburse; indemnify pêi 
to complain; grumble bèoyuèn 
to complete doing … … liçô[le] 
to complete doing … (an action) … dèo 
to complete X-ing (X is another verb) Xqïlai 
to comply with; obey; observe; follow zõnshóu 
to compose a musical piece zuô qø 
to comprehend; understand; know; 
inquire 

liçojië 

to compress yå 
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to comprise; constitute gôuchêng 
to comprise; constitute; hold; occupy; 
grab 

zhèn 

to compute; calculate jðsuèn 
to conceive a scheme, devise a solution zhð 
to conclude; finish; complete; end jiêshù 
to conduct; hold (a discussion, meeting) jøxîng 
to confess rêngræn 
to confirm quìrìn 
to confiscate môshñu 
to confuse hùnxiæo 
to congratulate zhùhì 
to consent to do; agree to do yíngyön 
to consider kènzuô 
to consider tèntço 
to consider xiçngxiang 
to consider; believe; think [that]; opine rìnwêi 
to consider; look at the circumstances kèn 
to construct jiènzèo 
to construct; build; build up; establish; 
make 

jièn 

to consult; talk over with à gén … shångliang 
to consume much time fìi shîjiån 
to consume; use up xiåofìi 
to contact; get in touch with … gén … liænxð 
to contact; make a connection; liaise liænxð 
to contain; to hold by the mouth hæn 
to continue going forward; be allowed in jðnxîng 
to continue to be … rêngræn … 
to control (vehicle, situation) kôngzhð (See also: guçnlï , tóngzhð ) 
to control an area kôngzhð yîge dðqõ 
to control traffic guçnlï jiåotñng 
to control traffic guçnlï jiåotñng 
to control; bring under control; treat; cure zhð 
to control; hold; hold back kôngzhð 
to convene; hold (a meeting, conference) zhèokåi 
to converse shuñhuè 
to converse with; share dialogue with huðhuè 
to converse; chat; natter jiåotæn 
to cook zuô [fèn] 
to cook zuôcèi 
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to cook zuôfèn 
to cook; boil zhø 
to cook; prepare [food] zuô 
to cool lëngquì 
to cool; let cool lièng 
to co-operate; work together; co-ordinate pìihê 
to cope jiëjuê 
to cope (with situation) yðngfu 
to cope with; handle; deal with; manage 
with 

duðfù; duðfu 

to copy; imitate; write a copy chåo 
to correct jiçozhìng 
to correct; change; alter; rectify; 
transform 

gçi 

to correspond; write letters to each other tñngxðn 
to counsel; advise; exhort; urge; 
recommend 

quèn'gèo 

to count as; to be counted as; known for shø 
to count off in a list; mark; punctuate; 
touch 

diçn 

to count; calculate hêsuèn 
to count; list; enumerate shø 
to create chuèngzuô 
to create; make; manufacture; establish; 
build 

zèo 

to criticise; to mark work assignments pí 
to criticize; irritate; prick; stab cð 
to cross [the road]; go across chuån'guô [mçlù] 
to cross over (a mountain, etc.) fån'guò 
to cross over; traverse guô  (See also: chuånguô) 
to crush and put an end dçsuð-miìjuê 
to cultivate; develop yçnchêng 
to cultivate; grow zhôngzhî 
to cure bçokuô zhðhço 
to cut down; curtail xuéjiçn 
to cut; fell; chop kçn 
to cut; slice (food) qié 
to cycle; ride (on a bike) qî zðxîngché 
to damage sønhèi 
to damage the environment sønhèi huænjðng 
to dare; be sure; have courage to gçn 



  

Pinyin Mandarin Introductory Course - Dictionary for Theocratic Use - English to Mandarin 
 

 

© B. J. Burford and E. J. Burford 2005-2013  200 www.jaspell.co.uk   10 May 2013 

to daydream få bæirðmèng 
to daydream zuô bæirðmìng 
to deal with matters bènshð 
to deal with official matters bèn'gñng 
to deal with one another xiångchø 
to deal with; finish doing; handle chølï 
to deal with; handle; treat; behave 
towards 

duðdèi 

to deal with; overcome kìfö 
to deal with; treat; cope with; face duð 
to deceive; cheat; fool qípièn 
to decide; conclude; judge duèndðng 
to declare (at customs) bèoguån 
to declare formally; protest (in defence) duènyæn 
to decline (get less) jiçnruô 
to decline; get less xièjièng 
to decorate zhuångshð 
to decorate; fix up; assign; arrange bùzhð 
to decrease; reduce; lessen; diminish jiçnshço 
to dedicate; devote gôngxièn 
to deep-fry zhæ 
to defeat dçbèi 
to defeat; overcome; be victorious; win 
(war) 

zhènshìng 

to defecate dèbièn 
to defend (verbally) biènhù 
to defend; guard; protect wêihù 
to delay dån'ge 
to deliver yùnsông 
to demonstrate; show; make clear; express biçomîng 
to deny fóurìn 
to deny; negate; decide against fóudðng 
to depart from; leave; quit; retire (move 
away) 

lîkåi 

to depend on (circumstances) kèn 
to deposit (money in a bank) cönkuçn 
to deposit money cön qiæn 
to descend for landing; touch down; land  jièngluô 
to descend; come down (weather); decide xiè 
to describe miæoshù 
to describe xîngròng 
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to describe; delineate; outline miæoxië 
to deserve; be qualified; fit pìi 
to desire; hope; would like to … xíwèng … 
to desire; want; wish; have a lust for yùwèng 
to despise; look down on kènbuqï 
to destroy zhèhuï 
to destroy; spoil; damage pôhuèi 
to destroy; to blow up zhèdièo 
to destroy; wipe out; extinguish xiåomiì 
to detail clearly; list; itemize; prescribe kåi 
to develop film chóngxï 
to develop into (followed by a noun) chêngwêi 
to develop; evolve jðnhuè 
to develop; evolve; form; form into xîngchêng 
to develop; grow; be brought up shéngzhçng 
to dial the telephone bñ diènhuè 
to die as a result of X (X is a verb) X sï 
to die; (=go to death) sïqù 
to die; dead; inflexible; stagnant sï 
to differentiate qõbiê 
to differentiate; distinguish qõfén 
to dig; excavate wå 
to direct; conduct; command zhïhuí 
to disappear; vanish xiåoshí 
to discard; throw; cast away réng 
to discuss tængguo 
to discuss; consult shångliang 
to discuss; talk about tænlùn 
to dislike yènwù 
to dismiss the class; close the class xièkì 
to disobey wêikèng 
to dispose of; get rid of; remove chö 
to dispute; fight over; compete; argue 
[about] 

zhéng 

to distribute; allocate; assign fénpìi 
to disturb; hassle; trouble; bother dçrço 
to dither; procrastinate; drag; haul tuñ 
to divide chö 
to divide (something into so many parts) féngchêng 
to divide; separate; distinguish fén 
to divide; separate; section gê 



  

Pinyin Mandarin Introductory Course - Dictionary for Theocratic Use - English to Mandarin 
 

 

© B. J. Burford and E. J. Burford 2005-2013  202 www.jaspell.co.uk   10 May 2013 

to divide; to be divided into fénchêng 
to divorce; to get divorced lîhõn 
to do … while doing … (at the same 
time) 

yðbiån … yðbiån … 

to do a job; to do some [work] gço [gñngzuô] 
to do a job; to do some [work] gço [gñngzuô] 
to do both … and … (at the same time) biån … biån … 
to do both … and … (at the same time) yðbiån … yðbiån … 
to do business yîngyì 
to do chigong zuô qðgñng 
to do construction; be getting constructed shígñng 
to do interviews (for the media) cçifçng 
to do one's best; do whatever one can jðn suó nêng 
to do subtraction; minus (-); subtract jiçn 
to do Tai Chi dç tèijîquæn 
to do washing; laundry xï yífu 
to do with a struggle; be barely able to miçnqiçng 
to do work gèn huòr 
to do; be busy in; engaged in zuô 
to do; make; compose; create; write zuô 
to do; work; make do gèn 
to doubt; be suspicious of; suspect huæiyî 
to drag; trawl; dredge læo 
to drain; discharge pæidièo 
to draw lå 
to draw (lines, etc.) huè 
to draw close to; approach; deal 
intimately 

qínjðn 

to draw close to; press against; surge on bí 
to dream; have a dream zuô mìng 
to dream; have a dream zuômìng 
to drift along; muddle through; coast hùn 
to drill a hole through … zuåntôu … 
to drink; to consume alcohol hé 
to drive kåi 
to drive (a vehicle) kåi ché 
to drizzle; to fall (a little rain) xiè mæomaoyø 
to drizzle; to fall (a little rain) xiè xiço yø 
to drop; fall down dié 
to drop; fall; go down; reduce; bring 
down 

jièng 
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to drop; fall; lower; bring down luô 
to drown yånnð 
to drown yånsï 
to dry nônggån 
to dry out in the sun liènggån 
to duplicate; replicate; repeat (say again) chòngfù 
to dust … (clean the dust of the …) qùdièo … shang de huíchên 
to dye the hair (of one's head) rçn tòufa 
to ease; loosen; relax (ease grip, tension) fèngsñng 
to eat chí 
to eat breakfast chí zçofèn 
to eat dinner chí wçnfèn 
to eat lunch chí wøfèn 
to eat; be having a meal; eating chí fèn 
to eat; be having a meal; eating chífèn 
to edit; compile; arrange; set in order; 
weave 

biån 

to email få diènzi yòujièn 
to embark; set off kåi 
to embrace cånyù 
to emigrate yîjõ 
to emit mèo 
to emit; broadcast; transmit guçngbñ 
to emit; radiate; shoot out; shoot shì 
to emprison guånjðn jiånyù 
to encounter; bump into unexpectedly pìngjièn 
to encourage; build (a person) dç 
to end; finish; terminate; stop; come to an 
end 

zhñngzhï 

to endeavour; try lðtö;  jðnlð 
to endure suffering; go through a tough 
time 

shôu zuð 

to endure; bear rënxín 
to endure; bear up with chêngshôu 
to endure; put up with; tolerate rënshôu 
to enfold; embrace; wrap in arms; harbour bèo 
to engrave diåo 
to engrave kìshèng 
to enjoy oneself guôde kuèihuò 
to enjoy; have; be in line for xiçngyóu 
to enquire; ask about dçting 



  

Pinyin Mandarin Introductory Course - Dictionary for Theocratic Use - English to Mandarin 
 

 

© B. J. Burford and E. J. Burford 2005-2013  204 www.jaspell.co.uk   10 May 2013 

to ensure bço 
to enter jðnrù 
to enter; be allowed in jðnrù 
to enter; bore; drill; auger zuån 
to enter; go in; be admitted to; join up to rù 
to enter; move forward jðn 
to entrust tuñfù 
to envelop; enclose; surround wêi 
to envy; be jealous chícù 
to envy; to admire xiènmù 
to erect; assemble; construct då 
to erect; put up; set up dåqï 
to escape tæoshéng 
to establish chênglð 
to establish; arrange; be involved in gço 
to establish; set shùlð 
to establish; set up (organizations, etc.) shìlð 
to establish; set up; stand; stand up; erect lð 
to exaggerate kuåzhång 
to exaggerate; to flatter guôjiçng 
to examine; investigate; research; ‘look 
up’ 

chæ 

to exceed guôrên 
to excel at shènyö 
to exchange; swap jiåoliö 
to exchange; trade (clothes) huèn 
to exercise or train physically duènlièn 
to exercise; manifest lðqiö 
to exhale hõchõ 
to exist; be in place cönzèi 
to expand; get larger pêngzhèng 
to expel; send away qõzhö 
to experience guô 
to experience; cross; pass through; go 
over 

dù 

to experience; pass through (hard times) dùguô kùnnan shîqí 
to explain; make clear; interpret jiëshð 
to explode bèozhè 
to express ideas; feelings biçodæ 
to express praise zèntèn 
to extend; popularise; spread tuíguçng 
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to extend; stretch; open zhång 
to exterminate; wipe out miì 
to extinguish; be extinguished miì 
to extract … from X còng X shang jiçnxiè … 
to extract by hand tåo 
to extract; pull out; select; choose bæ 
to fabricate; invent; make up (a rumour, 
lie) 

zhðzèo 

to face; confront; to look out over lîn 
to face; face up to; confront; stand up to miènduð 
to fade (colour) tuðsì 
to fade (plant life) kõwëi 
to fail bù jîgê 
to fail to hear clearly tíngbuqíngchu 
to fail to manage to hear tíngbujièn 
to fail to resist or avoid rën bö zhù 
to faint hõndço 
to faint yõndço 
to fall dièoxiè 
to fall luôxièlæi 
to fall asleep; go to sleep; be asleep shuðzhæo 
to fall ill; become sick hèi bðng 
to fall over dèoxièlæi 
to fall over shuèidço 
to fall pregnant; to be pregnant; pregnant huæiyùn 
to fall; collapse kuç 
to fall; collapse; go bankrupt dço 
to fall; run out; to lose; turn; exchange dièo 
to fast shóuzhåi 
to fast zhåijiì 
to fear that; be afraid that; regret that kóngpè 
to feed wìi[bço] 
to feed wìibço 
to feel huíxín 
to feel appreciation; thankful; grateful gçnjí 
to feel ashamed gçndèo cænkuð 
to feel astonished; feeling astonished gçndèo jíngyè 
to feel at ease; relieved fèngxín 
to feel bad; embarrassed bù hçoyðsi 
to feel bad; embarrassed bùhçoyðsi 
to feel excited; feeling excited gçndèo xíngfìn 
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to feel guilty nìijiù 
to feel nervous gçndèo jïnzhång 
to feel not well or sick juêzhe bù shõfu 
to feel O.K. (feel there's no health 
problem) 

gçnjö böcuô 

to feel O.K. (feel there's no health 
problem) 

gçnjö böcuô 

to feel O.K. (feel there's no health 
problem) 

gçnjö böcuô 

to feel regret; to regret gçndèo yîhèn 
to feel shocked gçndèo fìnkçi 
to feel sorry for; be merciful and gracious 
to 

këliæn 

to feel sympathetic towards; sympathize; 
pity 

tòngqîng 

to feel; sense gçn 
to feel; to think juêde 
to feel; touch; grope for; try to discover mñ(mo) 
to fetch water dç shuï 
to fight; struggle dôuzhéng 
to figure; be important; count as 
important 

suèn 

to fill zhuångmçn 
to fill (a void); fill in a form tiæn 
to fill out (a form) tiænbiço 
to find zhçodèo 
to finish … (… is a verb) …wæn 
to finish at school; graduate bðyì 
to finish doing; complete zuòwèn 
to finish; be finished; bring to a finish wæn 
to finish; complete; accomplish; perform wænchêng 
to fire somebody; dismiss; send away jiëgù 
to fish dièo 
to fish (by a rod) dièoyö 
to fish (by net) bø yö 
to fit with; conform to; coincide föhê 
to fit; install; pack; load; pretend; play a 
role 

zhuång 

to fit; make fit; adapt; adjust (to new 
circs.) 

shðyðng 

to fix (an appointment, a time) yuédðng 
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to fix (an appointment, a time) yuéhço 
to fix an agreement; confirm a 
relationship 

dðng 

to flare up; flare up into a temper få huó 
to flee; escape; avoid; evade tæo 
to flee; hide from; take refuge bðnèn 
to flee; run away; escape; run pço 
to float (in the air); to be wind-blown piåo 
to float; drift fö 
to float; drift (on water) piåo 
to flow; pour (stream, rush) tång  
to flutter; fly piåoyæng 
to fly féi 
to focus on; give particular attention to jiçng 
to fold zhêdiê 
to fold; bend zhê 
to follow gén 
to follow zhuísuî 
to follow along yænzhe 
to follow along with; follow behind génzhe 
to follow; accord with; go along with suî 
to follow; catch; go on; just afterwards jiézhe 
to follow; obey zõnzhèo 
to fool yönông 
to forbid; ban jðnzhï 
to force (X to do Y) miçnqiçng 
to force; press; compel; extort bí 
to forget wèngjð 
to forgive; pardon; excuse yuænlièng 
to form a shape xîngchêng 
to form sentences zèojù 
to form; increase; develop; get; acquire; 
gain 

zhçng 

to forward baggage tîqiæn yùnsông xîngli 
to forward; send on (baggage, etc.) tîqiæn 
to forward; send on (mail) zhuçnsông xðnjièn 
to freeze dông 
to freeze jiêbíng 
to freeze to death dôngsï 
to frown about … duð … zhôu mêitou 
to frown; express dissatisfaction biçoshð bùmçn 
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to fry jiån 
to fulfil lýxîng 
to function to work qï zuôyông 
to function; operate; run; work 
(machinery) 

yùnxîng; yùnzhuçn 

to function; run; go (a vehicle, machine) xîngshï 
to gain weight zéngjiå tïzhông 
to gain; obtain; achieve; succeed in 
getting 

qødê 

to gain; obtain; get; reap; win huôdê 
to gain; reap; win huô 
to gather shñujî 
to gather; collect; pick up shî 
to gaze up; to hope for; await wèng 
to gesture no (by shaking one's head) yæo 
to get a lift in the car of … (someone) då …de ché qù  
to get along together [with] hùn [gén] 
to get an electric shock chù dièn 
to get better hçozhuçn 
to get better; improve biènhço 
to get better; improve jðnbùle hënduñ 
to get broken; fail; go bad; get spoiled huèi 
to get by with; make do with côuhe 
to get dressed chuånbèn 
to get dressed; dress up; decorate dçbèn 
to get drunk; be drunken hézuð 
to get engaged dðng hõn 
to get heated up quickly (in anger); ‘fly 
into’ 

bòræn 

to get hold of; grasp; seize; catch; arrest; 
mark 

zhuå 

to get off (boat) xièchuæn 
to get off (bus, train, etc.) xièché 
to get off (plane) xièféijí 
to get off or down (from a vehicle) xiè ché 
to get on board (bus, train) shèngché 
to get on with (a job or person) dç 
to get one's hair cut lïfè 
to get rich fùqïlai 
to get rich zhðfù 
to get rid of; remove; clean off qùdièo 
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to get smaller; shrink; withdraw; shrink 
back 

suñ 

to get started; mobilize dôngyuæn 
to get to see kènjièn 
to get up (from bed) qïchuæng 
to get up; rise; raise; grow; begin; start qï 
to get up; rise; rise from bed; stand up qïlai 
to get; achieve; hit; fight against; destroy dç 
to get; be mêng 
to get; find de 
to get; obtain dê 
to get; seize on dêzhæo 
to give gëi 
to give an instruction; tell; order fénfù 
to give back a balance; give change zhço 
to give back; return guíhuæn 
to give back; return tuð 
to give birth to; provide for; support; 
nurture 

yçng 

to give change zhço qiæn 
to give off a certain taste (spicy; sour; 
salty) 

chængwìi 

to give rise to; give birth to; be born shéng 
to give someone a lift by car rèng móurên dåché 
to give to you sông gëi nï 
to give up smoking jiì yån 
to give up smoking jiìyån 
to give up; stop doing jiì 
to give X Y's regards dèi Y xiçng X wìnhôu 
to glimpse; get a sight of; notice kèndèo 
to glow fåguång 
to glow; shine; radiate; emit light; reflect få guång 
to go [to]; to depart qù 
to go aboard a plane shèng féijí 
to go abroad chõguò 
to go across the road guô mçlù 
to go against; offend; violate wêifçn 
to go ahead; advance; go forward qiænjðn 
to go along; join in cånyø 
to go around; revolve; rotate; stroll about zhuèn 
to go back huî qù 
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to go back; return; answer; respond; turn huî 
to go bankrupt; close business dçobð 
to go beyond; exceed; overtake chåo 
to go beyond; exceed; overtake chåoguô 
to go beyond; in excess of one's ability chåochõ 
to go by plane zuô féijí 
to go by train zuô huóché 
to go deep; penetrate; thorough; 
penetrating 

shénrù 

to go down; descend xièqu 
to go for a little ride; go for a spin [on a 
…] 

qù qî yîhuðr […] 

to go for a ride qù qî 
to go for a walk chõqù zóuzou 
to go home huîjiå 
to go looking around the shop; window 
shop 

guèng shångdièn 

to go off on holiday; take time off fèngjiè 
to go on …; to continue … (… is a verb) …xièqu 
to go on strike bègñng 
to go out (fire, candle) xímiì 
to go out; get out; exit chõqù; chõqu 
to go past … còng … pængbiån guôqu 
to go shopping; shop mçi dñngxi 
to go smoothly; to go successfully shùnlð 
to go through; experience; to pass nearby jíngguô 
to go through; pass via; convey meaning 
to 

tñng 

to go to a disco tièo dîsíké 
to go to bed (retire to bed) jiùqïn 
to go to market gçn jî 
to go to the convenience; toilet fångbièn 
to go to work; start work; go to the office shèngbån 
to go to; lead to; passable for travel tñng 
to go up; ascend; climb déngshèng 
to go up; climb shèngqù 
to go; previous; gone by wçng 
to govern; rule; manage zhð 
to grab by force; to seize duòqø 
to grab; rob; seize; snatch; fight for; win duò 
to grasp in doing X (X is a verb) X zhù 
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to greet politely; to doff; sign politely dç zhçohu 
to greet; give a salutation; sign off 
"Yours…” 

jðnglï 

to grill shåokço 
to grill zhð 
to grip; seize; grasp; cling on to wô 
to grow rich fåcæi 
to grow ripe; mature; ripe; mature chêngshö 
to grow up (through childhood) zhçngdè 
to grow up; become adult chêngniæn 
to grow; develop; expand; continue fåyæng 
to grow; get bigger (as a plant) zhçng  
to guarantee dånbço 
to guarantee; assure båo 
to guess cåi 
to guide (somebody somewhere)  dçoyòu 
to guide; direct; advise; counsel zhïdço 
to hail; greet; say hi; to proclaim; inform; 
call 

zhåohu 

to halt; stop; cease; stay over; park; berth tîng 
to hand in; surrender; meet; befriend jiåo 
to hand over yîjiåo 
to handle; deal with; treat; wait for dèi 
to handle; manage chùlï 
to handle; set up; manage; operate; run bèn 
to hang up; hang (pictures) guè 
to happen to; chance to; by chance zhìnghço 
to happen; occur fåshéng 
to harm the environment sõnhèi huænjðng 
to harm; damage; trouble; kill; murder hèi 
to hate bù xïhuan 
to hate bùxïhuan 
to have (the required qualifications) jùbìi 
to have [a meeting] kåi [huð] 
to have … as a setting; be set in … yï … wìi bìijïng 
to have a chance to …; may … kënêng …; yëxø … 
to have a heaadache tòutông 
to have a look kènkèn; kèn[yi]kèn 
to have a look kèn[yi]kèn 
to have a necessity (particular need) to … yîdðng yèo … 
to have an interest in … xïhuan … 
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to have an interest in …; like to; prefer xï'èi … 
to have an interview with; meet jièn 
to have an obligation to; must bðxõ …; yîdðng dêi …; bùdêbù … 
to have an obligation to; must yîdðng dêi … 
to have an obligation to; must yîdðng dêi … 
to have an obligation to; must; cannot but bùdêbù …; bðxõ …; yîdðng dêi … 
to have an operation kåidåo (See also: zuô shóushù) 
to have an operation zuô shóushù (See also: kåidåo) 
to have an operation zuô shóushù (See also: kåidåo) 
to have been in some place qùguo 
to have confidence yóu xðnxín 
to have diarrhoea lå dùzi 
to have diarrhoea lå dùzi 
to have done something already zuôguo 
to have eaten one's fill chíbço le 
to have formerly wrongly thought yïwêi 
to have hiccoughs; hiccups dçgêr 
to have indigestion xiåohuè bùliæng 
to have long-sightedness huèn yuån shð 
to have no use yông bö zhèo 
to have on; wear (an article of clothing) chuånshang 
to have sexual intercourse with X 
(someone) 

hê X xðngjiåo 

to have short-sightedness huèn jðn shð 
to have the ability to; can nêng; dèo 
to have the bill jiê zhèng 
to have the capability of yóu nênglð 
to have to must; to call for; require dêi 
to have; be equipped with; possess jùyóu 
to have; hold a meeting; assemble; meet kåihuð 
to have; possess; there is/are; exist yóu 
to heap things up; lay over  chòngdiê 
to hear; get to hear; perceive tíngjièn; tíngjian 
to heart's delight; till heart's content; 
frankly 

tôngkuai 

to heat jiårì 
to heat; cook; bake; roast; stew; burn shåo 
to heat; warm up; scalding; hot tèng 
to heed; obey; listen to tíng 
to help lðng 
to hide cængqïlæi 
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to hide; store up cæng 
to hinder zø'èi 
to hire; charter båo 
to hire; rent; charter; to hire out; rent out; 
let 

zõ 

to hoist; suspend; hang dièo 
to hold; grasp zhuåzhù 
to honour; respect; esteem zõnjðng 
to hope for; wish for; yearn for pèn 
to hope for; wish for; yearn for pènwèng 
to hope; anticipate; look forward to; wish 
for 

qídèi 

to hope; await; expect; anticipate qíwèng 
to hug; cuddle; embrace  yñngbèo 
to hunt dçliì 
to hunt; go hunting dç liì 
to hurry; quicken; urge cuí 
to hurt … (pinching due to tightness) jï … tông 
to hurt; injure; hurt; injury; wound shång 
to identify; distinguish; make out biènbiêchu 
to ignore bögù 
to ignore; overlook hõshð 
to illuminate; put light on; shine on zhèo 
to imitate kènfç 
to imitate; copy xièofç 
to include båo 
to include suènshang 
to include; comprise; included; including båokuô 
to increase in level; rise zhçng 
to increase; grow; get larger zéngzhçng 
to inculcate jièoyù 
to indicate; imply biçomîng 
to indicate; point out zhïshð 
to infect; to be infected by; catch chuænrçn 
to inflate; blow up; pump up chñngqð 
to inflate; pump up (tyres, etc.) dç qð 
to inform; notify; publish a notice tñngzhí 
to inhale xírù 
to insert; immerse; plunge; throw into tòurù 
to insert; interject;interpolate; plant chå 
to inspire qïshð 
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to instigate; start; touch off; touch dôngshóu 
to insult wõrø 
to insult wørø 
to intend; mean yôngyð 
to interfere lïhuð 
to interrupt dçrço 
to interrupt (arrest continuity of flow) zhñngduèn 
to interrupt; break dçduèn 
to intervene chåiqiçn 
to intimidate dônghì 
to introduce (someone formally); 
recommend 

jiìshèo 

to introduce oneself zðwó jiìshèo 
to invade qínfèn 
to invade qínrù 
to invent; make up biånzèo 
to investigate; examine; be examined kço 
to invite guests qïngkì 
to invite; request; please qïng 
to involve shìjî 
to involve shï xiènrù 
to involve a loss while … …dièo 
to involve; concern; be a matter for guån 
to involve; have a major bearing on guåndèo 
to iron (clothes) yùn yífu 
to irritate; annoy; irritated; bothered; 
annoyed 

fæn 

to issue (a proclamation or decision) xiè 
to issue; release; publish; announce fåbù 
to issue; release; publish; express fåbiço 
to itch fåyçng 
to jam; block; hinder; obstruct dø 
to jeer; mock chæoxièo 
to join cån 
to join a queue cånjiå pæi duð 
to join the army cån jõn 
to join together liænjiéqïlæi 
to judge (court of justice) shënpèn 
to judge; referee (competitions) pîngpèn 
to jump a queue chåduð 
to just achieve pass marks in an jîgê 
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examination 
to just have to; can only; have only … left 
to 

zhïhço 

to keep a secret bçomð 
to keep on böduèn 
to keep sticking to jïnjïn yífù 
to keep; continue; stay; maintain bçochî 
to keep; save; stay; let stay; leave behind liö 
to keep; store; preserve cön 
to keeping on going jðxù xièqu 
to keeping on going jðxù xièqu 
to kick; play (by kicking) tí 
to kid; tease; amusing; funny dôu 
to kidnap bçngjiè 
to kill shåsï 
to kill by … …sï 
to kneel guð 
to kneel down guðxia 
to knit; type; make a phone call dç 
to knit; weave; spin zhí 
to knock on the door qiåomên 
to know xiçode 
to know (be acquainted with); recognize rìnshi 
to know (facts); notice zhídao; (zhídèo) 
to know well a business or profession dónghæng 
to know; be aware; understand qíngchu 
to labour; toil; work læodông 
to lack; be short of quéshço 
to land (plane touching down) zhuòlù 
to last; endure chîxù 
to laugh at qøxièo 
to laugh; smile; to laugh at; ridicule xièo 
to lay (eggs); to give birth to xiè 
to lay the table bçi zhuñzi 
to lead to; result in dçozhð 
to lead; command; head shuèi 
to lead; guide dèilïng; lïng 
to lead; guide lïng; dèilïng 
to leak out; disclose; omit; lack lôu 
to leak; leak water loùshuï 
to learn (by experience, practice, tïyèn 
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observing) 
to learn (pick up) xuêhuð 
to learn; study xuê[xî] 
to learn; study xuêxî 
to leave (a bus or train) kåiché 
to leave behind by mistake diõxiè 
to leave behind by mistake låxiè 
to leave behind for safekeeping bç … jiåo gëi 
to leave behind for safekeeping liöcön 
to leave duty. finish work xièbån 
to leave hospital chõyuèn 
to leave out; omit; briefly; a bit lúì 
to leave the country; go abroad chõguò 
to leave to dry lièng 
to leave under somebody's care and 
keeping 

cönfèng 

to leave; depart; to go; walk; to function; 
tick 

zóu 

to lend jiìgëi 
to let … off; set … off (make … explode) shï … bèozhè 
to let go; emit; throw så 
to let off fireworks rænfèng yånhuå 
to let off; set off; ignite [fireworks] rænfèng [yånhuå] 
to let out of school classes fèngxuê 
to let X (me/us) see; to show X (me/us) 
… 

gëi X kèn … 

to let X see …; to show zuôgëi X kèn … 
to let; hire out; rent out chõzõ 
to let; permit; allow tíng 
to level out; pacify; bring peace; calm pîng 
to liberate; free; release; emancipate jiëfèng 
to lick tiçn 
to lie down tçngxiè 
to lie on one's side cìzhe shénzi tçngzhe 
to lie; lie back; be lying tçng 
to lie; to tell an untruth shuñhuçng 
to lift; avail of tæiqï 
to lift; pick up shîqï 
to lift; pick up (something) jiçnqïlai; shîqï 
to lift; raise jøqï 
to like to; prefer; be fond of … xïhuan … 
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to limp; to take a turning along the route guçi 
to line up chêng yízhîxièn 
to line up pæichêng yíxièn 
to line up; queue pæi duð 
to line up; queue pæiduð 
to link up with; join; board; mount; go 
using 

då 

to link; be related (subject) liænxð 
to link; join; connect together (physically) liænjié 
to listen to a discourse; to attend a lecture tíngjiçng 
to listen to; obey; heed; to attend (a 
concert) 

tíng 

to listen; obey tíngcòng 
to live (our life); be live; alive shénghuò 
to live one's life; to lead one's life guô 
to live until huò dèo 
to live; be alive; alive huòzhe 
to live; dwell; reside jõzhù 
to live; stay; reside [at] zhù [zèi] 
to load up zhuånghuô 
to lock suóshèng 
to look at; see look upon qiæo 
to look down on qiæo bù qï 
to look for; seek zhço 
to look up (something) chæ 
to look up to qiæo de qï 
to lop off; cut; fell gé 
to lose a job; be unemployed shíyì 
to lose confidence; despair; lose hope shíwèng 
to lose control of a vehicle duð ché shíqù kôngzhð 
to lose face diõ liçn 
to lose money shõqiæn 
to lose money; lose financially pêi 
to lose weight jiçnfêi 
to lose; misplace diõshí 
to lose; misplace (an article, potential) shíqù 
to lose; to be defeated shõ 
to lose; to throw; throw away; lay aside diõ 
to love a lot; have affection for têng 
to lower a … bç qî qièngxialai  … 
to lower; fall; drip; drop  
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to lower; let down; bring down luôxiè[læi] 
to mail; post; send a letter xðn 
to make (i.e. wrap dumplings) båo 
to make … angry; to annoy … shï … shénqð 
to make a [good] copy chåoxië 
to make a home; get married (by a man) chêngjiå 
to make a hubbub; to be troubled by nèo 
to make a mistake fèn cuôwu 
to make a movement; to displace dông 
to make a parcel; wrap båo 
to make a quarrel or fuss chçonèo 
to make a report zuô bèogèo 
to make a speech fåyæn 
to make a surprise attack; to blitz a job tõjí 
to make allowances; concessions rèngbù 
to make an appointment; fix a time to 
meet 

yué 

to make an attempt; make the effort zuôchõ nølð 
to make an impression gëi rên shénkì yðnxièng 
to make an offer of a job; a treat; a drink tígông; gëi 
to make available këyôngde 
to make complete wænquæn 
to make friends jiåo pêngyou 
to make jokes; fun kåi wænxièo 
to make love zuô èi 
to make love zuô'èi 
to make money (through dealings) zhuènqiæn 
to make plentiful; plenty of; abundant féngfù 
to make prosperous fænròng 
to make public; publically gñngkåi 
to make solid; to reinforce; strengthen jiåqiæng 
to make something become … nèo … 
to make up; invent xõgôu 
to make use of shïyông; yông 
to make use of yông; shïyông 
to make; construct; cause shí 
to make; create; produce; manufacture zhðzèo 
to make; do; commit (an error, a wrong) fèn 
to make; earn zhìng 
to make; produce; manufacture; give birth shéngchçn 
to manage to … shìfç … 
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to manage to finish … (something) shìfç zuòwèn … 
to manage to X; to be able to X (X is a 
verb) 

Xshènglai 

to manage; deal with; handle chø 
to manage; supervise; run guçn 
to manufacture; produce; make create zuô 
to march xîngjðn 
to marry jiê hõn 
to marry someone gén mórên jiêhõn 
to marry; get married jiéhõn 
to master; grasp; control zhçngwô 
to match; blend in; blend; mix; mate pìi 
to matter; be a reason to worry or mind yóu guånxi 
to mean; represent; signify; imply yðwìizhe 
to measure cìliæng 
to measure liæng 
to measure up föhê biåozhøn 
to meet jièn mièn 
to meet jiènmièn 
to meet a visitor; receive a guest huðkì 
to meet by chance fêng 
to meet with agreement; to equal; add up 
to 

hê 

to meet; chance upon; face yù[dèo] 
to meet; chance upon; face yùdèo 
to meet; chance upon; face yùjièn 
to melt; cause to melt; become melted rònghuè 
to mend (sewing, stitching) fêngbø 
to mend a tyre bø chédèi 
to mend; patch; repair xiõbø 
to mend; patch; repair; replace bø 
to menstruate læi yuìjíng 
to mention tîdèo 
to mention; raise; suggest; propose tî 
to mind (be unhappy about something) jiìyð 
to mislead mihuô 
to miss (a beat) tièo 
to miss (a bus, train or flight) mêi gçnshèng 
to miss; think of; remember with dearness huæinièn 
to mix hùnhê 
to mix around with; accompany pêi[tòng] 
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to mix around with; accompany pêitòng 
to mix up (different things as the same) gçohùn 
to mix up (different things at the same 
time) 

gçohùn 

to mix; alter; adjust; mediate tiæo 
to motivate; prod; promote tuídông 
to move … out of the way bç … bånkai 
to move away (to go and live elsewhere) bånzóu 
to move house bån jiå 
to move; be moved; emote; touch gçndñng 
to move; change position; shift yîdông 
to move; shift; change; alter yî 
to move; touch gçndông 
to mow gé 
to mow the grass gé cço  (See also: xiõjiçn) 
to mow the lawn xiõjiçn cçopîng (See also: gé ) 
to multiply (in maths); times (in maths)  chêng 
to murder mòushå 
to name; call by name; state; weigh chéng 
to neaten; arrange; tidy up; put in order zhënglï 
to need; lack; owe qièn 
to need; must; have to; be supposed to dëi 
to not get to sleep shuð bù zhço  (See also: xîngle) 
to not let; forbid; not allow; not be 
allowed 

bùxø 

to not let; not allow; not be allowed bù xø 
to note down jðxièlæi 
to number; amount to zóngjð 
to obey the law zõnshóu fçlþ 
to obey; be obedient to föcòng 
to object to; oppose bö zènchêng 
to object; protest fçnduð 
to oblige  to … qiængpô X … 
to observe; examine; watch carefully guånchæ 
to obstruct; hinder; bar dçng 
to obtain; get; take; fetch qø 
to occupy time; space zhènyông 
to occupy; take over a place zhènjù 
to occupy; take over a place zhènlïng 
to offend chùfèn 
to offend kåizuð 
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to offend; upset; anger; displease chùnù; dêzuð 
to offend; upset; anger; displease dêzuð 
to offer (suggestion; tender resignation) tîchõ (See also: chõjiè, tîgông) 
to offer to do … biçoshð yuènyð … 
to offer to do … biçoshð yuènyð … 
to open (be made open:e.g. a door) dçkåi 
to open (eyes) zhéng 
to open (make open: e.g. a letter) dçkåi 
to open [a door] kåi [mên] 
to open for public use; be open; open kåifèng 
to open one's eyes zhéngkåi yçnjíng 
to open the show; start a performance kåiyçn 
to open up a route; country; potential kåipð 
to open; augurate; start the performance kåimù 
to open; remove; lift (restrictions) kåi 
to open; set up; run (business, exhibition) kåi 
to open; to be opened zhångkåi 
to operate on … gëi … zuô shóushù 
to operate on … gëi … zuô shóushù 
to operate on … gëi … zuô shóushù 
to operate on … gëi … zuô shóushù 
to operate; control the workings of cåozuô 
to operate; run; work (machinery) yùnzhuçn 
to oppose a scheme fçnduð yîge jðhuè 
to order (food) diçncèi 
to order a meal (restaurant service) diçn cèi 
to order good from a … xièng yîge … dðnggôu huôwù 
to order something xiè dðngdån 
to organize (make into an organized unit) zøzhí 
to organize; run bèn 
to originate [from]; come [from] læiyuæn [yö] 
to overtake a car; pass a car chåoguô yîlièng ché 
to overtake a vehicle chåo ché 
to overtake; pass chåoyuì 
to owe money to … qièn … qiæn 
to own; possess yñngyóu 
to pack in … bç … zhuångjðn 
to pack up … for moving shoõshi … 
to pack; wrap up; bundle båozhuång 
to paddle; row; scratch; be cut huæ 
to paint (house, furniture) yòu (See also: huè, yòuqí ) 
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to paint (picture) huè (See also: yòu, yòuqí ) 
to paint a picture huèhuèr (See also: huè, yòu, yòuqí ) 
to pardon; forgive ræo 
to park (a vehicle) tîngché 
to part; leave; bid farewell fénbiê 
to part; leave; separate lî 
to pass (examination) jiêgê 
to pass (spend one's time) yông 
to pass across; hand over; give dð 
to pass an examination tñngguô yîcð kæoshð 
to pass away; die qùshð 
to pass back to; go back to guí 
to pass by; pass; spend  dù[guô] 
to pass close to; pass through lùguô 
to pass entrance tests kçoshang 
to pass excrement jië dèbièn 
to pass on (a message); forward zhuçn'gèo 
to pass one's time doing … bç zðjïde shîjiån yòng læi … 
to pass through; experience; endure; 
manage 

jíng 

to pass urine jië xiçobièn 
to pass; cross; pass over; pass through guôqu 
to pass; go past yuìguô 
to pass; pass on (an object, word) chuæn'gëi (chuån-gëi) 
to pass; spend (time); celebrate guô 
to pasture; care for; tend; herd fèng 
to pay fùqiæn 
to pay (money) fù qiæn 
to pay (rent, interest, etc.) fù 
to pay a little visit; to stop by shùnlù bèifçng 
to pay back (debts) chænghuæn 
to pay back (gratefully) bèodæ 
to pay bills fù zhèng 
to peel (by hand) båopî; båo … pî (See also: xiåo … pî ) 
to peel (using a knife) xiåo … pî (See also: båo … pî ) 
to perform a small role qï dè de zuôyông 
to permeate through; penetrate; pass 
through 

tôu 

to permit; allow; grant permission to yønxø 
to permit; let; allow jièo 
to perspire chõhèn 
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to perspire; sweat chõ hèn 
to persuade shuñfö 
to persuade; win over zhéngqø 
to pet chóng'èi 
to phone; hang up the phone receiver guè 
to pick on and criticise tiåochõlai pípîng 
to pick on; have a go at; by picky at tiåotð 
to pick up (a baby) bèoqïlai 
to pick up (someone); meet; receive; 
collect 

jié 

to pick up; to lift (something) jiçnqï 
to pick; harvest; gather cçi 
to pickpocket pæ 
to pickpocket tñu qiænbåo 
to pierce; penetrate cðchuån 
to pierce; puncture chuåndông 
to pierce; puncture chuånkóng 
to pierce; put in a needle; to do 
acupuncture 

zhå 

to pile up; heap (disorderly) duí 
to pinch (squeeze) nîng 
to pinch (squeeze) nié 
to pirate; publish illegally dèoyðn 
to pitch; throw (a ball as in baseball) tòuzhð qiö 
to place; put down; let go of; let off; 
shoot 

fèng 

to place; put down; set aside; shelve gé 
to plant; grow zåi 
to play (musical instrument in a show) yçnzôu 
to play (strings, piano); pluck; strum; tap tæn  (See also: lå, chuí ) 
to play a joke with someone gén móurên kåi wænxièo 
to play a recorded tape dèo cîdèi 
to play a role bènyèn 
to play a wind instrument chuí  (See also: lå, tæn ) 
to play around; play chase zhuíqiö xiçngshôu 
to play by bow (some musical 
instruments) 

lå  (See also: tæn, chuí ) 

to play by hand (games and instruments) dç 
to play cards dç pæi 
to play tricks on … zhuñnông … 
to play with; amuse oneself doing nông 
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to play; have fun with; participate in 
(games) 

wænr 

to play; put on (recorded music) bñfèng 
to play; put on (recorded music) fèng; bñfèng 
to play; show (a recording) fèng 
to plead kënqiö 
to pluck ; pick; to remove; take off; pick 
off 

zhåi 

to point (something at someone) duðzhøn 
to point out; indicate zhïchõ 
to poison; corrupt (someone's mind) döhèi 
to polish cålièng 
to post; despatch; mail; send; to have sent jð 
to postpone yænqí 
to postpone zèishuñ 
to postpone; put off; defer; delay tuíchî 
to pour down [with …] (e.g. rain) xiè dè … 
to pour in (many people) yóngjðn 
to pour out (many people) yóngchu 
to pour out; to reverse dèo 
to pour; rinse; flush; rush chñng 
to praise biçoyæng 
to praise biçoyæng 
to praise; commend; speak well of zènyæng 
to prance; jump; leap; skip; hop tièo 
to prefer bïjièo xïhuan 
to prefer X to Y xïhuan X; bù xïhuan Y 
to prepare (as for a study session or 
lesson) 

yùxî 

to prepare; get ready yùbìi 
to prepare; ready; get ready; plan; intend zhønbìi 
to present (a gift) zìngsông 
to present (a present); to deliver; 
accompany 

sông 

to present (a programme, media item) jiìshèo 
to present (an award) fågëi 
to present (an award) jïyø; fågëi 
to present a report tîchõ 
to present; hand over (formally) dðjiåo 
to press; put pressure; suppress; control yå 
to press; struggle fìnlð 
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to pretend jiçzhuång 
to prevent fængzhï 
to prevent; guard against; take precautions yùfæng 
to prevent; hinder; obstruct; stop zhðzhï 
to prevent; repel bð 
to prevent; stop; hinder; obstruct zøzhï 
to print yðnshuå 
to print (develop from a negative) xï 
to print (develop from a negative) xïyðn 
to print (using a computer) dçyðn 
to print photographs (develop from 
negatives) 

xï zhèopièn 

to print; copy; replicate; engrave yðn 
to print; publish déng 
to process raw materials into products jiågñng 
to produce; result in jiéchõ 
to produce; result in yïnqï; chçnshéng 
to produce; result in; bring about chçnshéng 
to prohibit jðnzhï 
to project; scheme; plan; map; arrange jðhuè 
to promise; agree; consent (to do 
something) 

dåyðng; dåying 

to promote; advocate tîchèng 
to pronounce … få … de yín 
to prop up by hand fö 
to protect; defend (as in war) bçowìi 
to protect; to maintain; keep bço 
to prove zhìngshî 
to prove to be none other than jî  (c.f. jiùshð) 
to prove; certify zhìngmîng 
to provide; supply gñng 
to publish chõbçn 
to publish chuæn'gëi (chuån-gëi) 
to puff out a candle chuímiì lèzhö 
to pull down; demolish chåidièo 
to pull in; implicate; draw closed lå 
to pull out; extend; widen; space apart; 
open 

lå 

to pull the curtains låshang 
to pull; lead manually qiån 
to pull; tow; haul; transport; drag lå 
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to punch (hit using fist) yông quæn dç 
to punish chøfæ 
to punish fæ 
to punish; measure out discipline chøfìn 
to pursue; follow; chase zhuí 
to pursue; seek tö 
to pursue; seek; court; woo zhuíqiö 
to push; pack; crowd; packed; crowded; 
busy 

yñngjï 

to put … at risk mèo … [de] wéixiçn 
to put away in a suitable place fènghço 
to put back in its proper place fènghuî 
to put back; replace fènghuî yuænchù 
to put clothes on chuånshang yífu 
to put down the telephone guèduèn diènhuè 
to put down; lay down; place down fèngxiè 
to put off the switch; switch off guånshang 
to put off; postpone; shrug; shirk tuí 
to put on (an article of clothing) chuånshang 
to put on a CD fèngshang yðzhång guångpæn 
to put pressure on kèozhe 
to put right; sort out; tidy; repair; fix shñushî; shñushi 
to put to death; kill; to break down; 
weaken 

shå 

to put together; assemble zøzhuång 
to put up … (give them a place to stay) gëi … tîgông zhùchù 
to put up with; tolerate; bear; endure ròngrën 
to put up; post (a sign) guèqï 
to qualify; fit; count; be counted shø de shèng 
to quarrel; row; argue chçozuï 
to question (a suspect) shënwìn 
to question (someone) xönwìn 
to question (someone) xùnwìn 
to quit; resign (from a job) cî zhî 
to quit; resign (from a job) cîzhî 
to race; compete; rival; surpass; overtake sèi 
to rain xièyø 
to rain (to descend rain) xiè yø 
to raise föqi 
to raise (=up+come); bring out; show tîchõ 
to raise; bring into the picture; lift; hold jø 
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up 
to raise; elevate; lift; improve; increase 
pitch 

tîgåo 

to raise; grow (plants, animals) yçng 
to raise; increment; increase jiå 
to raise; lift tîqï 
to raise; lift (e.g. a lid) xiån 
to raise; lift; carry tæi 
to raise; lift; carry tî 
to raise; rear; bring up (children) føyçng 
to reach (a standard) gôu 
to reach (by extending out to) gôu 
to reach a point; reach a limit mçn 
to reach out; extend in order to touch shénchõ 
to react qï fçnyðng 
to read yuìdö 
to read (study at university) xuêxî 
to read books; study books; to attend döshõ 
to read out loud lçngdö 
to read silently (look at and under stand) 
… 

kèn … 

to read; look at book kènshõ 
to read; read aloud; to study dö  (See also: lçngdö) 
to realize …; have … occur to one xiçngchõ … 
to realize …; have … occur to one xiçngdèo … 
to realize; be aware of; understand (a fact) rìnshi 
to realize; wake up to; become aware of juêwù 
to reap; harvest; gather shñuhuô 
to reason jiçng lï 
to recall hæi jðde 
to recall (from memory); remember jðde 
to receive dêxiçng 
to receive (by delivery system) shñudèo 
to receive; accept jiéshôu 
to receive; accept; get shñu 
to receive; draw a benefit lïng 
to receive; get (by delivery system) jiédèo 
to receive; manage to get dêdèo 
to receive; serve; entertain (visitors) zhåodèi 
to receive; welcome; meet (visitors, 
guests) 

jiéjièn 
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to reclaim; open up; develop (land, route) kåi 
to recognize rìnde 
to recognize (know) rìnchõ 
to recognize; acknowledge chêngrìn 
to recognize; identify; know; admit rìn 
to record by sound; to tape lùyín 
to record; copy; tape lù 
to recount; narrate xùshù 
to recount; remember; reminisce huîyð 
to recount; tell (a story) jiçng 
to recover (return to good health) huífù 
to recover from an illness or injury kångfö 
to recover; get back; find again; regain zhçohuî 
to recover; re-establish; restore huífù 
to recycle (for re-use) huîshñu chølï 
to recycle … (for re-use) xönhuæn shïyông … 
to reduce jièngjiè 
to reduce prices jiçn jiè 
to reduce; bring down; lower; drop jièngdí 
to reduce; lighten; ease; mitigate jiçnqíng 
to reduce; take away; decrease; lessen; 
lower 

jiçn 

to reflect light; reflective; shiny fålièng 
to reflect; express; make known; report fçnyðng 
to reflect; view a reflection; take (photos) zhèo 
to refuse to accept jùjuê jiéshôu 
to regard as important; value; view 
seriously 

zhôngshð 

to register (sign in, sign up) bèomîng 
to register; book in; registered; booked guèhèo 
to register; check in; report for duty bèodèo 
to register; record guè 
to register; take the register déngjð 
to regret; feel remorse; have after-
thoughts 

hôuhuï 

to rehearse pæi 
to rehearse (practise before performance) pæilièn; pæiyçn 
to rehearse (practise before performance) pæiyçn; pæilièn 
to reject (not approve a proposal) fóujuê 
to reject; refuse bùkën 
to relax (ease strictness) fèngkuån 



  

Pinyin Mandarin Introductory Course - Dictionary for Theocratic Use - English to Mandarin 
 

 

© B. J. Burford and E. J. Burford 2005-2013  229 www.jaspell.co.uk   10 May 2013 

to release (free from detention) shðfèng  (See also: fèngkåi) 
to release … (an emotion) nèo … 
to release grip; let go; stop holding fèngkåi  (See also: shðfèng) 
to release; bring out on issue (films, etc.) fåxîng 
to release; to ease; adjust fèng 
to rely (depend on) zhïwèng 
to rely on …X…for a living kèo X shénghuò 
to rely on; depend on; lean on (as a prop) yíkèo 
to rely on; depend on; lean on; lean 
against 

kèo 

to rely on; to use as the basis; base on pîng 
to remain close to; be attached to  tié 
to remain; stay liùxiæ; liù xia 
to remain; stay (in a place) dåi; liù xiæ; liùxia 
to remember (put and retain in the 
memory) 

jðzhu 

to remember; miss; long for xiçngnièn 
to remember; recall xiçng qïlai 
to remember; recall xiçngqï 
to remember; record; note jð 
to remind; cause to remember shï … xiçngqï 
to remove (clothing); to evade; escape 
from 

tuñ 

to remove (part of a building) chåichö 
to remove (take away by hand) bånzóu 
to remove (take away by hand) nækåi 
to remove from office chìdièo 
to remove; clean off (dirt, etc.) nôngdièo 
to rent zõyông 
to repair; maintain; build xiõ 
to repair; mend; fix (device or furniture) xiõlï 
to repeat (do again) chongzuô 
to repent huïgçi 
to repent; change behaviour; to turn the 
head 

huîtòu 

to replace; stand in for; substitute for  tðhuèn 
to replenish; supplement; supplementary bøchñng 
to reply (in writing) fùxðn 
to reply; respond dåying 
to report huðbèo 
to report (someone to an authority) gèofå 
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to represent; symbolize; signify; stand for xièngzhéng 
to request shð 
to request advice; to consult qïngjièo 
to request time off; request leave qïngjiè 
to request; ask to; demand yåoqiö 
to request; seek to obtain qiö 
to require in effect; have as an effect yðwìizhe 
to require; need to; it is necessary that … xõyèo … 
to rescue qiçngjiù 
to rescue yîngjiù 
to rescue (from dangerous situation) yuænjiù 
to rescue; save; help jiù 
to resemble xiångxièng 
to resemble … xièng … yîyèng  (or: xièng … yðbån) 
to resent … duð … bùmçn 
to resign; give up cîqù 
to resist (e.g. a water current) nð 
to resist (e.g. the wind) dïng 
to resist; avoid rënzhù 
to resist; struggle against dïkèng 
to resist; struggle against fçnkèng; dïkèng 
to resist; withstand kèng 
to resist; withstand nèi; kèng 
to rest; have a rest; relax xiõxi 
to rest; take a rest xié 
to restrain yðzhð 
to resume; recover huífö 
to retire (from work); retired tuðxiõ 
to retire; resign; quit; cancel tuð 
to retrieve; recoup; recover shñuhuîlai 
to return (start back again at classes, 
school) 

fù kì 

to return from abroad còng guòwèi huîlai 
to return something to huæn 
to return to one's own country huî guò 
to return to work (start back again at 
work) 

huífù gñngzuô 

to return; come back; bring back; restore huîlæi; huîlai 
to return; go back; take back; restore huîqù; huîqu 
to return; refund; repay; give back huæn 
to reveal jiéshð 
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to reveal (mystery, secret) xiìlù 
to reveal; expose; uncover; make visible zhçnxièn 
to revise; amend; adjust; revamp tièozhëng 
to revise; amend; modify; correct xiõgçi 
to revise; review; check fùxî 
to reward (make an award for help 
received) 

chòuxiì 

to reward; give (in return for help 
received) 

jiçngshçng 

to rewind (a recording tape) dèo [cî]dèi; dèozhuèn [cî]dèi 
to rewind (a recording tape) dèozhuèn [cî]dèi; dèo [cî]dèi 
to rid; get rid of chöqù 
to rid; get rid of; relieve; release jiëchö 
to ride (using transport) chêngché 
to ride [a …] qî […] 
to ride a horse qîmç 
to ride; avail of chêng 
to ring; phone guè diènhuè 
to rinse chñngxï 
to rinse qíngxï 
to rip open síkåi 
to rip open; undo chåi 
to rise (heavenly body) shéngqï 
to rise (temperature) shénggåo 
to rise (water level; prices) shèngzhçng 
to rise [up] qï[lai] 
to rise; ascend; promote shéng 
to risk all; to one's utmost pínmðng 
to risk one's life; as far as death pínmðng 
to risk; take risks; face bravely; to falsify mèo 
to rob qiçngjiê 
to rob ; loot; grab; contend; rush to get qiçng 
to rob a bank qiçngjiê yînhæng 
to rob X of his money qiçng X de qiæn 
to rob; steal qiçng; qiçngjiê 
to roll up (an object) juçnqï; juçnqïlai 
to roll; get rolling; buzz off gøn; gøndèo; gøndông 
to round up; lump together; unite tuæn 
to row a boat (sport) huæ chuæn bïsèi 
to row a boat (transportation) huæ chuæn sông 
to rub ròu 
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to rub down; wear away; grind; sharpen mò 
to rub out cådièo 
to ruin; destroy; crush huï 
to ruin; spoil gçozåo 
to rule zuôwæng 
to rule; decide; determine; decree cæidðng; cæijuê 
to rule; decide; determine; decree cæijuê 
to rule; govern; control tóngzhð 
to run (in a race) sèipço 
to run about; run all over the place dèochù pço 
to run about; run all over the place sðchù pço; dèochù pço 
to run across the road pçoguô mçlù 
to run across the road pçoguô mçlù 
to run away; escape; run off tæopço 
to run past pçoguôqu 
to run; go; travel (transport services) xîngshï 
to run; hold (a show, exhibition, 
competition) 

jøbèn 

to rush (pressure to speed up) cuí 
to rush (pressure to speed up) cuícù 
to rush around busily; do jobs; errands pço 
to rush home gçn huî jiå 
to rush; go hastily; go in a hurry cñngcñng 
to rush; go hastily; in a hurry cñngmæng 
to rush; go hastily; in a hurry; be in a rush jîmæng; cñngmæng 
to sail hængxîng; chêng chuæn hængxîng 
to sail kåichuæn 
to sail away kåihæng 
to sail away; seet sail chõhæng 
to satirize fëngcð 
to satisfy; fulfill; be satisfied; satisfied mçnzö 
to save (computer data) chøcön 
to save (computer data) cön 
to save (money; to keep on safe deposit) cön 
to save (not spend) chøxù 
to save (not waste) jiêshëng 
to save (not waste) jiêyué 
to save up money; save money(not spend)  zçnqiæn 
to save up; save (not spend)  zçn (See also: zçnqiæn) 
to say …; speak; talk; explain; rebuke shuñ 
to say goodbye dèobiê 
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to say hello dèi wìnhço 
to say thank you dèoxiì 
to say to; tell; inform gèosu; (gèosù) 
to say; discuss; explain; interpret jiçng 
to scare … away bç … xièpço 
to scare away xièpço 
to scare; frighten; to be scared; frightened jíngxiè; xiè 
to scare; frighten; to be scared; frightened xiè; jíngxiè 
to scrape; to blow guå 
to scratch (an itch) næo 
to scratch (caused by vegetation) guå 
to scratch (caused by vegetation) huæ; guå 
to scratch (to relieve an itch) såo 
to scream dèjièo; jiånjièo 
to scream jiånjièo 
to scream; yell jièohçn 
to scrub cåxï 
to search; examine (person, things, place) sñuchæ 
to search; go over; to increase; multiply fån 
to see a doctor; to be seen by a doctor kèn bðng 
to see a sight; see; get to see and notice kènjièn; kèn-jièn 
to see the doctor; to see the patient kènbðng 
to see; understand; know dóng 
to seek advice; consult; solicit opinions zhéngqiö 
to seek asylum bðnèn 
to seek; explore; pay a visit on tèn 
to seek; look for; search for xönzhço 
to seem to X like …(X is another verb) Xqïlai 
to seem; appear; look kènshèngqù 
to seem; be like; resemble hçoxièng 
to select; admit (candidate); to choose 
(way) 

qø 

to select; choose jiçn 
to select; nod diçn 
to select; pick out; choose tiåoxuçn 
to select; pick out; choose tiåoxuçnchu 
to select; pick out; pick up; carry; 
shoulder 

tiåo 

to sell [to someone] mèi [gëi móurên] 
to sell well mèi chõqu 
to sell; push (drugs) fènmèi 
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to send (an email, fax etc.); despatch; 
issue 

få 

to send a fax få chuænzhén 
to send an email få yímìir 
to send back; return (materials recieved) tuðhuæn 
to send off (on their way) huånsông 
to send out a command; order xiè mðnglðng 
to send out; develop; start new growth or 
state 

få 

to send out; issue; emit fåchõ 
to send over (away from the speaker) sông qù 
to send over (to the speaker) sông læi 
to send wishes; give regards to; enquire 
after 

wìnhço 

to send; send off; despatch pèiqiçn 
to send; send off; despatch; appoint; 
assign 

pèi 

to sense; feel gçndèo 
to sentence (criminal) pèn 
to separate lîkåi 
to separate (a couple splits) fénshóu 
to separate (couple breaking up) fénjõ 
to separate; put apart; part; split up fénkåi 
to serve (shop customers) jiédèi 
to serve (tennis, other court games) fåqiö 
to serve … (part of a meal) shèng …; gëi … 
to serve as; to be used as zuô 
to serve; work for … wìi …föwù 
to set aside for the future; save; reserve chøbìi 
to set aside for the future; save; reserve chøcön 
to set back (clock, timer) wçng huî bñ 
to set fire to … fèng huó shåo … 
to set forward (clock, timer) wçng qiæn bñ 
to set off; embark; depart dôngshén 
to set up and run (a system) kåibèn 
to set up; establish shù 
to set; establish lðxia 
to set; go down luô 
to set; lay place settings (on table) bçi cånzhuñ 
to settle (stay dwelling) dðngjõ 
to settle a contract dðng hêtong 
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to settle on a time; schedule a date; 
regularly 

dðng qí 

to settle on; determine; fixed; sure; settled quìdðng 
to settle; clear up (account); clear; distinct qíng 
to settle; resolve (a problem or issue) tiæotîng 
to setup; erect; place in position; locate shùqï 
to setup; erect; place in position; locate tåqï 
to sew fêng 
to sew fêngzhð 
to shake (something) yèodông; yèohuèng; yèo 
to shake (something) yæohuçng; yèo 
to shake hands (greeting someone) wô 
to shake hands with someone hê móurên wô shóu 
to shake hands; to grip hands wôshóu 
to shake one's head to say no yæo tòu 
to shake; reverberate (following a bang) zhìndông 
to shake; shiver; tremble; quiver; quake fådóu 
to share hêyông 
to share (a house) hêzhù; hêyông 
to share (split the benefits) fénxiçng 
to share (split the costs) féndån 
to share; give a share; get a share; 
distribute 

fén 

to shave guå hözi; guå liçn 
to shave guå liçn; guå hözi 
to shave tð xõ 
to shine (sun) zhèoyèo 
to shine (sun); to sunbathe; dry in the sun shèi 
to shiver duñsuo 
to shock … shï … gçndèo fìnkçi 
to shock … shï … gçndèo fìnkçi 
to shock; disturb; upset; make … upset shï … zhìnjíng 
to shoot (hit a target) jízhông 
to shoot (hit a target) shìzhông; jízhông 
to shoot forth; flick (with fingers) tæn 
to shoot X dead (fire a shot at and kill X) kåi qiång dçsï X 
to shoot; fire at kåiqiång 
to shop; go shopping gôuwù 
to shout out shuñchõlai; dèshéng shuñchõlai 
to shout out; call out hçnchõlai 
to shout; call out loudly; cry out hçn 
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to shout; call out; to breathe out hõ 
to shout; roar (by a person) dèhçndèjièo 
to shout; roar (by a person) hõhçn; hçnjièo (MW is [yð]shéng) 
to shout; yell rçng 
to shove; push forward; recommend tuí 
to show … on television diènshð shang yçn … 
to show … on television diènshð shang yçn … 
to show care for guånhuæi 
to show off mèinông 
to show off xuènyèo 
to show off; behave biçoxièn 
to show self-restraint; be patient; endure rënnèi 
to show; betray; reveal lôu (more commonly lù) 
to show; betray; reveal lù 
to show; display chênliì 
to show; display; manifest biçoxièn 
to show; exhibit; display zhçnchõ 
to show; expose jiéchuån 
to show; expose jiélù 
to show; indicate; express biçoshð 
to show; to let X see how to use … gëi X shðfèn zënme yông … 
to shrink (clothing getting smaller) shuñshuñ 
to shut; close (e.g. closing the door) guånshèng; guånshang 
to sigh tènqð 
to sigh tènxí 
to sign (an agreement) qiåndðng 
to sign … (with one's signature) zèi … shang qiån (mîng/zð) (See: zhípièo) 
to sign by name; give one's autograph qiånmîng 
to sign; put one's signature qiånzð 
to sing chèng 
to sing a song; singing chènggé 
to sing peking opera chæng jíngjù 
to sing peking opera chængjíngjù 
to sink; deep; heavy chên 
to sit zuôxiè; zuôxia 
to sit down zuôxièlai 
to sit; ride on; travel on; go by zuô 
to ski huæxuë 
to slacken; relieve; dissolve jië 
to sleep shuðmian 
to sleep; asleep shuð 
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to sleep; be asleep; to go to bed (retire to 
bed) 

shuðjièo 

to slide out; draw out; draw up; whip chñu 
to slow down; reduce [speed] jiçn [sùdù] 
to smash; break shuåiduèn 
to smash; break; tamp; thump zæ 
to smear on; apply; to wipe; erase mó 
to smear; apply; deface; delete; efface tö 
to smell; hear; sense wên 
to smoke ( a cigarette) chñu (yån) 
to smoke (tobacco, cigarettes, cigars) xíyån 
to smuggle (transacting illegal goods) zóuzí 
to snap at; bite yço 
to snap; break zhêduèn 
to sneeze dç péntð 
to snip; trim; cut off jiçn 
to snow xièxuë 
to snow (to descend snow) xiè xuë 
to soak jðn 
to soak; immerse jðnpèo 
to solve; resolve; settle; dispose of; finish jiëjuê 
to sow; plant; cultivate zhông 
to speak [=a] Beijing dialect shuñ yðkóu Bëijíng huè  (kóu here is a 

MW) 
to speak with a quiet voice; speak quietly qíngshéng de jiçnghuè 
to speak; tell dèo 
to spell pínxië 
to spell yông zðmø pínxië 
to spend (money) huåqiæn 
to spend; use up; consume; expend huå 
to spit; spit out; struggle to express 
feelings 

tø 

to spoil; defeat bèihuèi 
to spray; sprinkle; spill sç 
to spread out; lay; pave; cover põ 
to spread; disseminate; propagate; preach chuænbñ 
to spread; pass on; circulate liöchuæn 
to spread; transmit; pass on; preach chuæn 
to squabble; be noisy; noisy chço 
to squat dõn 
to squirt; gush; spray pén 
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to stabilize; fix; settle; resolve dðng 
to stage; put on produce (e.g. a drama) shèngyçn 
to stall (vehicle) xíhuó 
to stand zhèn 
to stand against [the wall] kèozhe [qiæng] zhènzhe 
to stand on side of; to side with … zhèn zèi … de yð biån 
to stand up zhèn qilai 
to stand up zhènqilai (See also qïlð!) 
to stand; erect; support jiè 
to start (machinery) qïdông 
to start a fight (physically) dçjiè 
to start a term kåi xuê 
to start opposition; rebel; resist; oppose qïlai 
to start school; open school kåixuê 
to start to X; to continue to X (X is a 
verb) 

Xshang 

to start to X; to continue to X (X is a 
verb) 

Xshang 

to start X-ing (X is another verb) X qï 
to start X-ing (X is another verb) X qïlai 
to start; launch; mobilize fådông 
to starve to death ìsï 
to state an example; for example bïfång [shuñ] 
to state an example; for example bïrö [shuñ] 
to state; say chéngqî 
to stay a while; abide (somewhere) dôuliö 
to stay overnight guôyì 
to stay overnight liösù 
to stay; to leave behind deliberately liöxiè 
to steer jièshï 
to step astride; to mount; to go beyond kuç 
to step on; stand on cçi 
to step over mèiguô 
to stick on; paste  tié 
to stick to zhñngyö 
to stick; glue; paste; affix; sticky zhån 
to stick; glue; sticky niæn (See also: zhån: same character) 
to stink fåchôu 
to stir up; incite gødông 
to stop; pull up (vehicle) tîngxia 
to store chøzæng 
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to store away; put away shñuqïlai 
to store up; hoard; accumulate zçn 
to strengthen; strong qiæng huè 
to stress; emphasize; highlight; to stick 
out 

tõchõ 

to stretch; extend shén 
to stride; step out mèi 
to strive; win by fighting; gain zhéngqø 
to stroll sèn bù 
to stroll sènbù 
to struggle along; saddened; sad; 
sorrowful 

næn'guô 

to struggle to achieve a purpose fìndôu 
to study abroad liöxuê 
to study at university dö dèxuê 
to study intensively; drill zuån 
to study with books niènshõ 
to study; research; to assess (problems) yænjiõ 
to subdue zhïxí 
to submit jiåodèi 
to subscribe for or order a magazine dðng zæzhð 
to substitute for; be in place of; replace dèitð 
to succeed jðchêng 
to succeed in … (verb); manage to … 
(verb) 

zhæo … 

to succeed in getting dê zhæi 
to succeed; benefit dêyi 
to suffer shôu tôngkø 
to suffer; undergo; be subjected to zåoshôu 
to suffer; undergo; unhappily meet with  zåodèo 
to suffocate shï zhðxí 
to suggest; propose; suggestion; proposal tîyð 
to suggest; propose; support; advocate zhøzhång 
to suit; be appropriate; match; fit shðhê 
to summarize; synthesize zònghê 
to summon; call chuænxùn 
to sunbathe shèi tèiyæng 
to supply gñngyðng 
to support föchî 
to support qîlð 
to support; provide for; provide; supply gñngjï 
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to support; recommend; endorse yñnghù 
to suppose jiçdðng 
to suppose jiçshì 
to suppose; suspect; guess cåixiçng 
to surrender; give in; capitulate tòuxiæng 
to surround; move around; revolve wêirèo 
to survive huòxièlæi 
to survive; exist; live; live on cön 
to swallow tõn 
to swallow yèn 
to swap for; change into (followed by a 
noun) 

biènchêng 

to swear; curse; to scold mè 
to swing yæobçi 
to swing; sway; fling; throw away shuçi 
to switch kåiguån 
to symbolize; represent biçoshð 
to take … for … rìn … zuô … 
to take a bath; take a shower; bathe xïzço 
to take a holiday dù jiè 
to take a photograph of … gëi … zhèo yðzhång xièng 
to take a photograph; have a picture taken zhèoxièng 
to take a shower xï lînyù 
to take a shower xï ge lînyù 
to take a shower xï ge lînyù 
to take action; do something xîngdông 
to take away; carry off; remove næqù 
to take care of zhèoguçn 
to take care of; look after; tend kån 
to take control of a situation kôngzhð jöshð 
to take down; pick out and take næxiè 
to take leave of; bid farewell to gèobiê 
to take medicine chí yèo 
to take medicine chí yèo 
to take minutes; notes; to record (in 
writing) 

jðlù 

to take note of; to notice; observe zhùyð 
to take off one's clothes; undress tuñxia yífu 
to take off; start flying qïféi 
to take out; withdraw (banked money) tî 
to take shelter (from weather, risk) duóbð 
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to take supplementary study sessions bøxî 
to take the blame fùzê 
to take the blame shôuguô 
to take the bus zuô qðché 
to take the car zuô ché 
to take the car zuôché 
to take; adopt; take steps cçiqø 
to take; lead dèizhe 
to take; remove næzóu 
to talk a bit about tænyitæn 
to talk about tæntæn 
to tap; clap; beat; fire; fire off; send off påi 
to taste chæng[chang] 
to teach jiåo 
to teach jièo(dço) 
to teach jièodço 
to teach … a lesson; give … a lecture jièoxùn … 
to teach a study course; to begin a term kåikì 
to tease; annoy; provoke; incite; draw rë 
to telephone X gëi X dç diènhuè 
to telephone; ring; call (phone) dç diènhuè 
to tell jíjî 
to tell untruth; lie; false words huçnghuè 
to tell; inform gèo 
to tend towards; side with xièng 
to tend; look after; care for; consider zhèogu 
to tend; look after; care for; keep 
watching 

zhèokèn 

to tend; watch over; look after guånzhèo 
to thank gçnxiì 
to thank xiìxie 
to the limit; to the utmost jïn 
to the utmost extent; exclusively jðn 
to the utmost; as much as one can jïnlièng 
to the utmost; as much as one can jðnlièng 
to think over; consider; ponder; plan xiçng 
to think; assume yínwêi 
to think; assume; consider; regard; treat yïwêi 
to threaten; intimidate kónghì 
to threaten; intimidate xiè 
to throw away; dipose of; throw out réngdièo 
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to tie jð 
to tie shùjïn 
to tie one's shoelaces jð xiêdèi 
to tighten jïn(yi)jïn 
to tolerate; endure; be patient rën 
to toll [a large bell] qiåo zhñng 
to top up with; add; put extra on tiån 
to touch chù 
to touch; bump into; meet; have a try pìng 
to touch; to catch (a sickness); catch (fire) zhæo 
to trail; lag behind; decline; leave behind luô 
to train; develop; nurture pêiyçng 
to transfer chuæn 
to transfer to X for attention guí 
to transfer; assign huè 
to transfer; forward; (to another phone) zhuçn 
to transform; alter; melt huè 
to transform; change huèwêi 
to transform; change; alter bièn 
to transform; reshape; reform gçizèo 
to translate bïyð 
to transport; convey; ship; move yùnshõ 
to travel; tour lýyòu 
to tread; put one's foot on; step on tè 
to treat as; consider that; to be equal to dèng 
to trick; confuse; con; pretend to be; pass 
as 

hùn 

to trigger; set off [a burglar alarm nôngxiçng [fængdèo jïngbèoqð] 
to trip; stumble; fall; throw down; smash shuåi 
to trouble; harass; make disorder; 
confusion 

rçoluèn 

to trust xðnlèi 
to trust; have confidence in xðnrìn 
to try [out] shðshð 
to try [out] and see shðshð kèn 
to try on (clothes) shðchuån 
to try out in use shðyông 
to try out in use shðyông 
to try the taste; sample chæng 
to turn guçi 
to turn and observe gù 
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to turn around and change ways gçiguo-zðxín 
to turn back; go back; return fçnhuî 
to turn off; shut off guåndièo 
to turn on; open (switchgear) kåi 
to turn over fåndço 
to turn over; to leaf through; translate; 
cross 

fån 

to tutor; train; coach; advise fødço 
to twist; wrestle; swing; sway niø 
to type; key; do word processing dçzð 
to understand dóng; mingbai; lïjië 
to understand lïnghuð 
to understand well; get to know dóngdê 
to understand; see; realize mîngbai; lïjië; dóng 
to unfold; open up; develop zhçnkåi 
to unite together; unify; unified tóngyí 
to unite; join jié 
to unite; join together; link liænhê 
to unravel; solve; explain; answer jiëdæ 
to unravel; understand; solve; explain jië 
to urge quènmiçn 
to urge quènyù 
to urge; press; strongly persuade dõncù 
to urge; push for cuícù 
to urinate xiçobièn 
to use as a basis for … yï … wêi jíchø 
to use one's power; exert full effort yônglð 
to use the internet shèng wçng 
to use up; be used up; do all one can jðn 
to use up; consume; waste fìi 
to use wisely; watch carefully; hold 
firmly 

zhuåjïn 

to use; apply; cause; make; enable shï 
to use; consider; take; take [as]; take [for] yï … [wêi] 
to use; take advantage of lðyông 
to use; take on for use; adopt cçiyông 
to videotape shìxièng 
to view … seriously duð … hën zhôngshð 
to view as; consider as dèngzuô 
to view as; treat as kènchêng 
to view; regard; treat kèndèi 
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to visit; tour; look at; go around cån'guån 
to vomit; be sick ëxín (See: shéngbðng) 
to vomit; be sick óutù (See: shéngbðng) 
to vomit; be sick yèo óutù 
to vomit; regurgitate tù 
to vote tòupièo 
to wait [for] dëng 
to wait; await dënghôu 
to walk around; roam; stroll guèng 
to walk past zóuguôqu 
to walk; going on foot zóu [lù] 
to walk; going on foot zóulù 
to want to …; to miss; to long for xiçng … 
to war dçzhèng 
to warm by the fire kçohuó 
to warn; admonish gèojiì 
to warn; caution; to warn jïnggèo 
to wash up (the dishes, etc.) xïwçn 
to wash; clean xï 
to waste time; bother; hassle; torment mò 
to watch shóuwèng 
to watch out; to be on guard zhènggçng 
to watch over; guard; look after kån'guçn 
to watch; look at; view guånkèn 
to watch; look; look at kèn 
to wave zhåoshóu 
to wave; sway; rock; wag; shake; row; 
ring 

yæo 

to wave; swing; wield huí 
to wear make-up huèzhe zhuång 
to wear; put on; pierce through; cross 
over 

chuån 

to wear; wrap on dèi 
to weave biånzhð 
to weep kõqð 
to weep; cry kõ 
to weigh out chéngchõ 
to weigh up; consider; take into account kçolþ 
to welcome; meet; greet; receive yîngjié 
to whisk; beat jiçobèn 
to willing to kën 
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to win; gain; beat yîng 
to wipe cåqù 
to wipe kåigån 
to wish [you]; to give wishes zhù [nï] 
to wish to …; want to këwèng … 
to wish; hope; desire yuènwèng 
to withdraw money qø 
to withdraw money qø qiæn 
to withdraw; step back; recede; subside tuð 
to witness qínyçn mùdø 
to work full-time quænrð gñngzuô 
to work on something gèn huò(r) 
to work well (e.g. vehicle brakes) lîng 
to worry chòu 
to wrap round; wear as a shawl pí 
to write a caption; etch a label tî 
to write a letter xië xðn 
to write a reply; to reply to a letter huîxðn 
to write; compose; author xië 
to X off; to X up and go away (X is a 
verb) 

Xshèngqu 

to X to the death (X is a verb) sï shóu X 
to X up (X is a verb) Xshang 
to X up (X is a verb) Xshang 
to X up (X is another verb) X qï 
to X up; to X over here (X is a verb) Xshènglai 
to X upwards (X is another verb) X qïlai 
to yawn dç héqièn 
to; for; on behalf of (the one who 
benefits) 

wìi (…); gëi (…) 

to; towards (a person) duð 
today; nowadays jíntiån 
toe jiçozhï 
together yíqï; yðqï 
together yîkuèir 
together; along with; at the same place; 
time 

yðqï; yíqï 

together; altogether; in total gông 
together; in the same place at the same 
time 

yðtòng 

together; jointly with others hê 
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toil; hard labour; hardship; laborious; 
hard 

xínkø 

toilet soap; perfumed soap xiångzèo 
toilet; bathroom cìsuó 
tomato fånqiê 
tomato xíhòngshð 
tomorrow mîngtiån 
tone (in Chinese Mandarin) shéng 
tone; implication kóuqð 
tone; manner of speaking yøqð 
tongue shêtou 
tonight jínwçn 
too …! excessively …!  tèi … le! 
too …; excessively … guô … 
too bad! ‘bad luck!’ zåogåo 
too much tèi duñ 
tooth; teeth yæ 
toothbrush yæshuå 
toothpaste yægåo 
top; peak; highest; extremely; most; very dïng 
top; the top; surface of; upper section; 
above 

shèngbian 

topic huètî 
torch; flashlight shóudièntóng 
torment jiån'æo 
torture køxîng 
torture stake køxîngzhù 
touching; emotive; moving gçndñng 
tough; hard; stubborn; by force; 
stubbornly 

yðng 

tourist group lýxîngtuæn 
tourist; sightseer; visitor yòukì 
tourist; sightseer; visitor; excursionist yòurên 
tourist; traveller lýyòuzhë 
toward (a grammatical tool that enables 
the normal word order to be reversed, so 
that the object that would normally be 
located after the verb can be put before 
the verb, but it is still the verb's object) 

bç 

toward (a grammatical tool that enables 
the normal word order to be reversed, so 

jiång (Compare similar bç) 
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that the object  that would normally be 
located after the verb can be put before 
the verb, but it is still the verb's object) 
toward; [acting on] gén 
towards; along; to obey; follow; submit to shùn 
towards; per; according to zhèo 
towards; to; in the direction of wèng 
towel mæojín 
tower; pagoda tç 
town shðzhìn 
town zhìn 
town centre shðzhñngxín 
town; city [yîzuô] chêngshð  (zuô is a MW) 
toy (thing) wænjù 
tract 
— [a] tract 

chuændån 
— [yðzhang] chuændån  (zhang is a MW) 

trade jiåoyð 
trade union gñnghuð 
trade; commerce mèoyð 
tradition (a practice handed down) chuæntóng 
tradition; custom xîsö 
traditional chuæntóngde 
traffic (to be in a traffic jam) dø ché 
traffic lights hòng lþdéng 
traffic lights hònglþdéng 
traffic lights jiåotñng déng 
traffic; transportation; communication jiåotñng 
train liìché 
train (on railway) huóché 
train conductor; attendant liìchéyuæn 
train conductor; ticket collector chêngwùyuæn 
trainer; instructor; coach jièolièn 
training (for physical fitness) jiènshén duènlièn 
training; to train; instruct; drill xùnlièn 
tram (electric vehicle) diènché 
transfiguration gçibièn xîngmèo 
transform (to transform; to modify; to 
convert) 
— to …-ize; to …-ise 

huè 
— …huè 

transformation; change (of conditions) gçibiçn 
transformation; reformation; change gçizèo 
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transistor; semi-conductor bèndçotï 
translation; interpreter; translator fånyð 
translator; interpreter; to translate; 
interpret 

fånyð 

transport conductor; ticket office clerk shôupièoyuæn 
transportation; transport; conveyance yùnshõ 
travel agency lýxîngshì 
travel guidebook lýyòu zhïnæn 
travel; journey lýtö 
travel; to travel; journey; trip lýxîng 
travels; journey; trip; behaviour; conduct xîng 
tray tuñpæn 
treasure zhénbço 
treat (special favour) lìshð 
tree 
— [a] tree 

shù 
— [yðke] shù 

trials; trial; test kçoyèn 
triangle sånjiçoxîng 
tribe bùluô 
trip; journey lýchêng 
trivial; unimportant; minor (small) xiço 
troops; soldier(s) bíng 
trouble; to trouble; troublesome mæfan 
troublesome fænnçode 
troublesome mæfande 
truck; lorry kçché 
true face; true character zhénmiènmù 
true; actual; real xiènshî 
true; actual; real zhénshî 
true; genuine; real zhénzhìng 
true; genuine; real; truly; really zhén 
truly shénshén 
truly; really (in fact) zhénde 
truly; really; honest; true; real shîzèi 
truly; sincerely zhénchêngde (See: zhñngchêng; zhñngxín 

) 
truly? really (in fact)? zhén de ma? 
trust; confidence xðnrìn 
trustworthy; reliable këkèo 
trustworthy; reliable këyï xðnlai de 
tube; pipe guçn 



  

Pinyin Mandarin Introductory Course - Dictionary for Theocratic Use - English to Mandarin 
 

 

© B. J. Burford and E. J. Burford 2005-2013  249 www.jaspell.co.uk   10 May 2013 

tube; pipe (for water, gas) guçnzi 
Tuesday Xíngqíìr 
tuition; school fees xuêfìi 
turkey huójí 
turtle (marine) hæiguí 
turtle (terrestrial) wõguí 
tutor jiånhù 
TV show; TV programme diènshð jiêmù 
twelve shî'ìr 
twenty ìrshî 
twice liçng cð 
two ìr  (See also liçng used with a MW) 
two (measure: a couple of; not the 
number) 

liçng 

two batteries; a couple of cells liçngjiê diènchî  (jiê here is a MW) 
two ladies liçngwìi nýshð  (wìi here is a MW) 
two trains liçngliì huóché  (liì here is a MW) 
two way conversation; dialogue duðhuè 
two; several; a few liç 
type; kind; sort zhónglìi 
type; seed; kind; species; breed; ethnic 
group 

zhóng 

typewriter dçzðjí 
typhoon tæiféng 
typical diçnxîngde 
tyre chédèi 
ugly chóu 
ugly; looking awful; pale; embarrassing nænkèn 
ugly; unpleasant; shameful; foul smelling chôu 
umbrella yøsçn 
unable to see kènbujièn 
unable to see clearly kènbuqíngchu 
unable to understand (when reading) kènbudóng 
unavoidable miçnbùliço 
uncle (father's younger brother) shõshu 
uncle (on father's side or of his 
generation) 

shõshu 

uncle; father's elder brother bòbo 
uncle; father's elder brother bòfù 
uncle; mother's brother jiùjiu 
uncooked; raw; rare shéngde 
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under heaven; the whole world; all of 
China 

tiånxiè 

under; underneath 
— [located] under … 

xièbian 
— [zèi] … xièbian 

under; underneath; below; with 
— [located] under … 

xièmian (See: xièbian) 
— [zèi] … xièmian 

underneath; under; below 
— [located] underneath … 

xièbian 
— [zèi] … xièbian 

underpants nìikù (MW is [yð]tiåo) 
underpants; shorts duçnnìikù 
underpants; shorts hènkù 
Understand? Dóngbödóng? 
understood (when reading) kèndóngle 
underwear; shirt chìnyí 
underwear; undershirt nìiyí 
undeserved kindness fìnwèi éndiçn 
unemployment; unemployed shíyì 
unexpected; sudden; abruptly; suddenly tõræn 
unexpectedly mêixiçngdèo 
unfair; unjust; resentful; indignant bùpîng 
unfamiliar; strange môshéng 
unforeseen; unexpected; surprising yðwèi 
unfortunate circumstances; misfortune böxðng 
unfortunate; having “bad luck” dçomêi 
unhappy bù gåoxðng 
unhappy; upset fænmìn 
uniform; costume fözhuång 
United Nation Liænhêguò 
unity; to rally; unite tuænjiê 
universe tiåndð 
universe yøzhôu 
university; college dèxuê 
unless chöféi 
unlimited; infinite; infinitely wöxièn 
unmarried; single döshén 
unnecessary; surplus to requirements duñyöde 
unnumbered; countless; innumerable wöshù 
unoccupied; idle; free xiæn 
unprecedented; in a manner not met 
before 

kñngqiæn 

unprejudices; unbiased; open-minded mêiyóu piånjièn 
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unrighteous böyð 
unripe wìichêngshöde 
until …; to … dèo … 
until now yïlæi 
until; to come to læi dèo 
until; to come to læidèo 
until; up to; to zhð 
untruth; lie; false words huçng 
untruth; lie; false words huçnghuè 
unusual; exceptional; abnormal; 
extraordinary 

yðchæng 

unusually; exceptionally; exceedingly yðchæng 
up to now; so far; thus far; until now zhðjín 
up to; as far as; until zhîdèo 
up; high; higher; first; previous; 
preceding 

shèng 

up; upward xièngshèng 
upbringing chõshén 
upon; above 
 
— [located] upon … 

shèngmièn (or shèngmian) (See: 
shèngbian) 
— [zèi] … shèngmièn 

upset; annoyed èonço 
upside down dçozhuèn 
upside down diåndço 
upstairs lòushèng 
urban chêngshðde 
urgent jî 
urgent; critical jïnjî 
urgent; urgently pôqiì 
urgently còngshð 
US dollar mëijín 
USA Mëiguò 
use; (a benefit); to use; to need yông 
used up; finished (all gone) yôngguångle 
useful yóu yông 
useful yóuyông; yóu yông 
useful yóu yông; yóuyông 
useless mêi yông 
useless wöyôngde 
useless mêi yông 
useless; waste; scrapped; discarded; fìi 
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dumped 
using all one's power; with whole strength yônglð 
usual wçngchæng 
usual; common; ordinary; plain pîngchæng 
usually; normally yðbån 
usually; normally; ordinarily pîngchæng 
usually; normally; ordinarily pîngshî 
uterus zïgñng 
utmost jðn dñu 
utmost jðndñu 
vacant space; spare time; leisure kóngr 
vaccination dç fængyðzhén 
vague hænhöde 
valley shån'gø 
value; significance; cost; merit; price jièzhî 
vanity kñngxõ 
variety; strain pïnzhóng 
various; mixed; miscellaneous zæ 
vase huåpîng 
vegetable(s) shõcèi 
vegetables qíng cèi 
vegetables qíngcèi 
vegetarian chísùde 
vehicle (bike; bus; car) ché 
vehicle or car for dining; restaurant 
carriage 

cånché 

vehicle 
— [a vehicle] load 

ché 
— [yí ché] huôwù 

vehicle; bus; car; automobile qðché 
velocity; speed sùdù 
verse jiê 
verses jíngwên 
vertical chuîzhîde 
very cold; wintery cold; bitter hænlëng 
very precious guðzhông de 
very; extremely; unusually; exceptionally féichæng 
very; indeed; surely; much; quite hën 
very; quite hço 
vest; undershirt bìixín 
vexed; worried; troubled; bothered fænnço 
via jíngyòu 
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vice-; sub-; deputy; assistant fù 
victoriously; successfully; excellently shìnglð 
victory; win; be victorious; be successful shìnglð 
video cassette shìxièngdèi 
video cassette recorder (VCR) lùxièngjí 
video recorder shìlùjí 
video recording; to record a video; tape lùxièng 
video tape; video cassette lùxièngdèi 
Vietnam Yuìnæn 
Vietnam Yuìnæn 
Vietnamese (See: German- of, person, 
lang.) 

Yuìnæn[-de|-rên|-wên|-yø] (See: Dê) 

view (-point) quåndiçn 
viewpoint; point of view; standpoint; 
angle 

guåndiçn 

viewpoint; standpoint; position lðchçng 
vigour; vitality; liveliness; energy jínglð 
village cõn 
village cõnzhuång 
village cõnzi 
village; the countryside; country xiång 
vinegar cù 
violent (wind, water) jî 
violin xiçotîqîn 
visa qiånzhìng 
vision; foregleam yðxièng 
visit tènfçng 
visit; see (e.g. a doctor) kèn 
visit; to call on; to visit (formally) fçngwìn 
visiting times huðkì shîjiån 
visitor; guest kìren 
visitors' room; reception room huðkìshð 
vocabulary cîhuð 
voice; sound; noise shéngyín 
voice; throat; larynx sçngzi 
voicemail diènhuè liöyæn 
volcano huóshån 
volleyball pæiqiö 
volume; (physical) tïjí 
voluntary; of one's own volition zðyuèn 
voracious; greedy tånchí 
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voracious; greedy tånzuï 
vulnerable; helpless (due to being sick, 
weak) 

gõruô de 

waist; small of one's back yåo 
Wales Wéi'ërshð; Wéi'ërsí 
walking zóudêdèo de jùlî 
wall qiæng 
walnut hötao 
wardrobe yíguð 
wares; goods; commodities; products shångpïn 
warfare; war; fighting zhènzhéng 
warm wén 
warm; cosy; to get warm; to make warm nuçnhuo 
warm; friendly; to get warm; to make 
warm 

nuçn(huo) 

warmhearted; affectionate qínrì 
warmth; warm wénnuçn 
warning; to remind; warn tîxïng (See also: shï … xiçngqï) 
washing machine xïyíjí 
wast; excess; wasteful; to waste; fritter 
away 

lèngfìi 

waste; barren; deserted huång 
watchful; fully attentive; concentrating 
totally 

zhuånxín 

water buffalo shuïniö 
water[s]; liquid; juice shuï 
waterfall pùbù 
watermelon xíguå 
wave (of sea) bñlèng 
wax lè 
way in jðnlù 
way in which 
—the way in which X is done is Y 
e.g. The way in which you speak 
Mandarin is very good. 

de 
—X de Y 
e.g. Nï pøtñnghuè shuñ de hën hço. 

way in; entrance rùkóu 
way of life niænjð 
way of living shénghuò fångshð 
way of thinking; opinion; point of view xiçngfç 
way; manner yèng 
ways töjðng 
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ways; side; aspect; angle; hand; respect fångmièn 
we are older than he wómen bï tå dè 
we knocked at the door twice wómen qièole liçngxiè mên (xiè: ver. 

MW) 
we sincerely hope wómen zhñngxín xíwèng (See zhénchêng 

) 
we; us wómen 
weak ruçnruô 
weak; of poor standard; inferior ruô 
weakness (=flesh-point) ruôdiçn 
weakness; failing; fault duçn 
wealth cæifù 
wealth; prosperity; prosperous fænròng 
wealthy fùyóude 
wealthy; well-off xiçokång 
wealthy; well-to-do; rich yóuqiæn 
weather tiånqð 
weather activity; climatic events qðxièng 
weather forecast tiånqð yùbèo 
web; net; network wçng 
website wçngzhèn 
wedding hõnlï 
wedding ring jiéhõn jiìzhi (MW is [yð]zhí ) 
Wednesday Xíngqísån 
week lïbèi 
week xíngqí 
weekend zhñumô 
weight zhônglièng 
weight; weighty; serious; important; 
heavy 

zhông 

Welcome! huånyîng! 
welcome; to welcome; greet huånyîng 
Well done! zuôde hço! 
Well; clearly …; clear; distinct qíngchu 
well; pit jïng 
well-behaved guíjùde 
well-done; well-cooked zhødetôude 
well-known; famous; renowned; 
prominent 

zhùmîng 

well-mannered; polite yóu lïmèo de 
Welsh (person) Wéi'ërsírên 
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Welsh (things in general) Wéi'ërsíde 
west xíbiån 
west; the West; western Xífång 
west; western; west xí 
Western (things generally) Xífångde 
Western food xícån 
Western medical doctor Xíyí 
Western medicine Xíyèo 
western side xíbian 
western side xímian  (See also: xíbian) 
Western- style clothes xífö 
Westerner Xífångrên 
Western-style clothing xízhuång  (See also: xífö) 
wet shí[de] 
wet; damp; humid shí 
what …? pardon me? shênme …? 
what a ...! such a ...! duñme …! 
what a pity! a real shame! zhén yîhèn! 
what a real shame! zhén diõliçn! 
what happened fåshéng shênme shð? 
what happened? how come? zënme huî shð? 
what is called; what you call; so-called suówìi 
what is left remaining; remainder shìngyö[de] 
what is right; right; correct zhìngquì (See also: zhønquì) 
what kind of? nç yí zhóng? 
what kind? shênme yèng de? 
what something; the thing shênme 
what time? jï diçn? 
what you say nï shuñ shênme 
what!; what? shênme 
what; any shênme 
what; whatever X (X is a verb) suó X 
whatever …; everything fænshð … [dñu] 
whatever are you doing? nï gènmæ? 
whatever 
— whatever X then Y; [whatever] that 
[is] 

shênme 
— X shênme jiù Y shênme 

whatever; everything; all the things shênme dñu 
whatever; no matter what suîbièn 
what's up? what happened? now what? zënme le? 
wheat mèi 
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wheat mèizi 
wheat xiçomèi 
wheel lönzi 
when hêshî 
when jïshî 
when ([at the time] when …) de (… de shîhou) 
when you eat nï shênme shîhou chí 
when; at which time? shênme shîhou 
when? what time? shênme shîhou? 
whenever wölùn hêshî 
whenever; at any time suîshî 
where? nçlï? 
where? nçr? 
wherever nçli dñu 
whether shðfóu 
whether there is yóumêiyóu 
which [one]? which X? nçge [X]? 
which is it? 
— [is it] X or Y? 

shð 
— [shð] X hæishð Y? 

which kind? nç zhóng? 
which kind? nëi zhóng? 
which number? jï hèo? 
which? (plural) which ones? nçxié? 
which? (sing.) nëi [yî]ge? (change ‘ge’ to ‘bën’, etc. as  

necessary) 
which? (singular) nç [yî]ge? (change ‘ge’ to ‘bën’, etc. as 

necessary) 
while …; when … dång … shîhou 
while on the way; in passing; en route shùnbièn 
whilst (at the time when) dång 
white colour(ed) bæisì [de] 
white; pure; blank; plain; vernacular bæi [de] 
who …? shêi …? shuî …? 
who all; everybody shêi dñu 
who; anyone who shêi 
who? shuî?  (See: shêi?) 
whole; all; satisfactory; fairly; quite mçn 
whole; complete; all quænbù 
whole; complete; entire; perfect wænquæn 
whole; complete; wholly; all; completely quæn 
wholehearted; warm-hearted; enthusiastic rìxín 
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wholly; all; completely; in its entirety quænbùde 
whose? shêi de? shuî de? 
whose? shêide? shuîde? 
whose? shuî de?  (See: shêi de?) 
whose? shuîde?  (See: shêide?) 
why bother doing …? …hêbð 
why? for what? wêishênme? 
why? for what? wêishênme? 
why? for what? what for? wìishênme? 
why? What on earth is the reason? gèn 
wicked xiê'ì[de] 
wide-ranging; covering a wide range guçngdè 
widow guçfù 
widowed sèngfõ 
widower sèngqí 
width kuåndù 
wife qízi 
wife (formal); madam fõren 
wife of brother; sister-in-law jiùsço 
wife of father's younger brother; aunt shênmø 
wife of husband's younger brother (s'r-
inlaw) 

dðxî 

wife of husband's younger brother (s'r-in-
law) 

dðmìi 

wife of mother's brother; aunt jiùmø 
wife; Mrs.; madam; married woman tèitai 
wife's father; father-in-law yuìfù 
wife's mother; mother-in-law yuìmø 
wife's mother's sister (older or younger); 
aunt 

yîmø 

wife's older brother; frother-in-law nìixiñng 
wife's older sister; sister-in-law yîjië 
wife's older sister's husband; brother-in-
law 

jiëfu 

wife's younger brother; brother-in-law nìidð 
wife's younger sister; sister-in-law yîmìi 
wife's younger sister's husband; bro'-in-
law 

mìifu 

wild yëshéngde 
will (shall) jiång; jiångyèo 
will … (future); to be likely to; be sure to huð … 
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will; to be about to jîjiång 
will; to be expected to (happen / cause) yèo 
will; wish; purpose zhïyð 
willfully; stubbornly piån 
willfully; stubbornly; unexpectedly piånpiån 
wind power; power of the wind fénglð 
wind; storm; customary practice; habit féng 
window (in a building) chuånghu 
window (of ticket counter, payment desk) chuångkóu 
windy (blow wind) guå féng 
wine pötaojiø 
wing chðbçng 
winner huóshéngzhë 
winter dñng 
winter break; holiday hænjð 
wintertime; winter dñngtiån 
wise zhðhuð 
wise; having understand; sensible dóngshð 
wish; will; will power; intent yðzhð 
wishes yîyuèn 
wishes 
— “good luck!” 

zhù nï hçoyùn 

with ({along} with …) gén … {yðcï} 
with ({to learn X} with Y; {to learn X} 
from Y 

gén Y {xuê X} 

with (by using) [zèi] yông … 
with (company) tòng …; gén … yðqï 
with (company) hê … (yðqï); gén … yðqï 
with (in company) 
— [along] with 

hê …; tòng … 
—hê … [yðqï] 

with (in company) 
— [along] with 

tong 
—tòng … [yðqï] 

with the undesirable result that; so that yïzhð 
with two common non-paternal 
grandparents 

biço 

with X; having taken X næ X 
with; for; to; and yø 
with; using; by means of yông 
within … zèi … dångzhñng 
within reason bù chåochõ qînglï zhíwèi 
within reason zèi qînglï zhí nìi 
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within reason zèi qînglï zhí nìi 
within X time X nìi 
within; in  [zèi] … dångzhñng 
without (not having …); no; not mêiyóu … 
without hesitation; even if; even though 
[…] 

jïn'guçn [… dñu]; (jïn'guçn [… hæi, yë] ) 

without the least bit of hæowö 
witness jiènzhìng 
witness lïjù 
witness zhìngrên 
witness (do witnessing) zuô-jiènzhìng 
witness (person) jiènzhìng(rên) 
wolf læng 
woman fùný 
woman ný 
woman nýrên 
woman's period (monthly cycle) yuìjíngqí 
womb; belly fù 
wonderful qîmièo 
won't have to; to be unnecessary böbð 
wood; timber; log mùtou 
wooden mùzhðde 
woods shùlîn 
wool mæoxièn 
wool yængmæo 
woollen pullover; sweater; jumper mæoyí 
Word huèyø 
word (a group of letters, not the message) dåncî 
word (My word!) åiyå 
word; prophecy; prediction yùyæn 
word; speech; talk; statement cî 
work group; school class; duty shift; team bån 
work instrument; tool gñngjù 
work of art yðshùpïn 
work unit; unit of measure dånwìi 
work; activity; product huòr 
work; effort; skill gñngfu 
work; employment; job; ministry; to work gñngzuô 
-worker; -er; -ist (in an organisation) [-]yuæn 
worker[s] gñngrên 
works wëijø 
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works; writings zhùzuô 
workshop chéjiån 
worn out 
— [to feel] worn out 

pîfæ 
— [gçndèo] pîfæ 

worn out; in tatters (clothes, machines) chênjiù 
worried; concerned; flustered; annoyed jî 
worse gìnghuèile 
worship; to worship chòngbèi 
worst zuðhuèide 
worthwile hêsuèn 
would better (do something else) nðngkë 
would better (do something else) nðngkën 
would better (do something else) nðngyuèn 
would like xiçngyèo 
would like to xiçng 
would like to; to be willing to yuèn[yð] 
would like to; to be willing to; prefer yuènyð 
wouldn't favour; would not go as far as to zhðyö 
wounded at heart; sad; broken-hearted shångxín 
wrist shóuwèn 
wristwatch; watch shóubiço 
writer zuôjiå 
writer; author zuôzhë 
writing brush mæobï 
writing; composing; composition xiëzuô 
writing; script; characters; written 
language 

wênzð 

wrong (morally); immoral bödèodêde 
wrong; incorrect bö zhìngquì 
wrong; mistaken cuôde 
X [can completely] Y X Y de liço 
X [cannot at all] Y X Y bö liço 
X any more! (X is Don't …) X le! (X is böyèo … or biê …) 
X beat Y X zhènshìng le Y 
X by Y (passive voice, X is done by Y) X rèng Y 
X gets Y; X is subjected to Y (passive 
form) 

X shôu Y 

X hither; towards; near (where X is a 
verb)  

X læi 

X hither; towards; near (where X is a 
verb)  

Xlai; X læi 
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X inwards; in (where X is a verb)  X jðn 
X is as Y as Z X hê Y yðbån Z 
X of Y parts of the whole Y fén zhí X 
X on up; X on down; X on over (X is a 
verb)  

X læi  (læi is added for emphasis) 

X towards; near (where X is a verb)  X jðnlæi 
X with a bad effect (X is a verb) (e.g. 
foul-) 

næn X 

X, is it so? (turns a statement into a 
question) 

X ma? 

X, isn't it obvious! X ma! 
X-ing; continuing to X (X is a verb) X zhe 
X-ist (person famed for specializing in X) Xjiå  (See also: …shóu) 
X-ist (person who plays X, but not famed 
so) 

Xjiå  (See also: …jiå) 

Xth day of the week (Monday is weekday 
1) 

LïbèiX 

Y = scores Y = jï shî bù (jï 10 bù) 
Yangtze River Chængjiång 
year; New Year; age in years; annual niæn 
yellow huæng (de) 
yellow colour(ed) huængsì (de) 
yellow colour[ed] huængsì[de] 
Yellow River Huænghê 
Yes, it is, as you say! Indeed! 
[Note that normally “Yes” is achieved by 
repeating the verb that was in the 
question. For example,  
  “Do you know?” 
gets the affirmative response,  
  “(I) know!”] 

shð(de) 

Yes, that idea is correct, as you say! 
(confirming negative words) 
(Note that normally  “Yes” or “No” are 
achieved by repeating the verb that was in 
the question. For example, if asked,  
“Do you not know?”  
and you know, the answer is,  
“I do know!”) 

shðde! duð! 

yesterday zuòtiån 
yet; as before; still rêng[ræn] 
yet; as before; still rêngjiù 
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yet; as before; still rêngræn 
yet; but; however quì 
yet; not yet hæi mêiyóu 
yolk huæng 
you nï 
you (polite form) nîn 
YOU (you in the plural case) nïmen 
you are three years older than I nïmen bï wó dè sån suð? 
you are welcome (i.e. not stand on 
ceremony) 

bö kìqi 

you can try three more times nï nêng zèi shð sånhuî  (huî as a verbal 
MW) 

young niænqíng 
young person; youth qíngniæn 
younger brother dðdi 
younger female cousin biçomìi 
younger male cousin biçodð 
younger sister mìimei 
youngster; teenager; adolescent qíngshèoniæn 
your nïde 
YOUR (your in the plural case) nïmende 
your father was seen by me nï bèba gëi wó kènjièn lê 
Yours sincerely Nînde zhñngchêng de  
youth(s) niænqíngrên 
zeal; love; passionate feelings; 
enthusiasm 

rìqîng 

zealous shïtömen 
zealous; loving; warm-hearted; 
enthusiastic 

rìqîng 

zero; nil; nought; nowt lîng 
zoo dôngwùyuæn 
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