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Salient Features
?A multi-authored book with contributions from a group of leading and well-established 

investigators to cover a wide range of topics in biology and medicine.

?This resource book contains four major sections dealing with: (i) Immune System in General 
including the Cytokine Cascade, (ii) General Features of the Human MHC, including Population 
Database and Non-classical HLA Molecules, (iii) MHC and Disease Associations and, 
(iv) A Major Section dealing with the Transplantation Issues. 

?Special chapters deal with the History of HLA and its latest nomenclature as well as the biological 
significance of minor histocompatibility antigens. It carries a detailed description of the killer 
immunoglobulin-like receptors (KIRs) in health, disease and transplantation. Special emphasis 
has been given to the section on HLA and disease associations covering particularly the 
autoimmune, mycobacterial and rheumatological diseases. 

?Separate chapters deal with host determinants in HIV-1 infection and involvement of HLA in drug 
sensitivity. The section on transplantation deals not only with HLA matching strategies for 
long-term graft survival, but more importantly for antibody analysis, cross matching and 
post-transplant antibody monitoring. 

?The book has been designed to introduce the young doctors and researchers to comprehend the 
role of HLA in hematopoietic stem cell transplantation and the importance of unrelated donor 
marrow registries.

?This volume is invaluable for introducing graduate students to the full spectrum of HLA-related 
knowledge while serving also as a conceptual and technical source book for both those focused 
on or other aspect of HLA-related research and clinical/surgical practice. In addition, it will be a 
primary point of contact for individuals working in other areas who suddenly find that their 
research is drawing them into the complexities of HLA genetics. 

?The focus is essentially on the immunological role of HLA and how that relates to infectious 
disease resistance, autoimmunity, graft and organ transplantation. 

?This book thus serves those who need to understand how the HLA system impacts on medicine 
while at the same time providing accounts of practical issues relevant to tissue typing, transplant 
immunology and clinical immunogenetics. 
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