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Description and Reasons for Notification

This siteis of interest for the lichen flora associated with a large number of naturally situated sarsen stones. Twenty
species of lichen have been recorded, many of which are uncommon in the area. Some of these species have declining
populations as aresult of air pollution, loss of suitable habitat and the effects of modern agricultural practices. In most
areas where sarsens occur the stones have been removed or buried to permit ploughing and access for farm machinery.
Ashdown Park is considered to be the best site for sarsen lichens surviving outside Wiltshire and Dorset.

Ashdown Park is situated at an altitude of 170 metres at the foot of the Berkshire Downs. The soils consist of sandy
loams overlying chak, on which lie the scattered stones. These boulders are relicts of an Eocene stratum of hard, acid
sandstone. Native acid rock isextremely locd inthis area, occurring in only afew locditiesin Berkshire, Buckinghamshire
and Oxfordshire.

The stones occur within grasdand which is heavily grazed to ensure that they do not become overgrown and shaded. The
parkland area has been planted with a number of ornamental trees.

The sarsens at Ashdown support a rich cryptogamic flora with a characteristic association of species known as the
Parmelion conspersae. The following lichens are particularly noteworthy: Aspicilia caesiocinerea which is frequent
around weathering pits, Buellia saxorum which is frequent on vertical surfaces and in Britain apparently confined to
sarsens, Candelariella coralliza and Rinodina atrocinerea, both of which are common at Ashdown, and Parmelia
loxodes which is at the eastern edge of itsrange. The lichen floraon this site may have taken many centuries to develop.
Sarsen stones which have been moved elsewhere, asat Ashbury, Lambourn Church, Parkplace and Whiteknights Park,
do not exhibit this flora.



