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The Heritage Act (1995) describes our “National Heritage”

“architectural heritage” “archaeological object”      “fauna” 

“flora” “geology” “heritage gardens and parks” 

“heritage objects” “inland waterways” “landscape” “monument” 

“seascape” “wildlife habitat”   “wreck”

Music, folklore, language, sporting heritage – further considerations  

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

Heritage is a combination of all of the above - it is our past, present and future 

HERITAGE: A definition  



Heritage Through a Visitor’s Eye

“You don’t just stumble on your heritage, its there, just waiting to be explored and shared”

       (Robbie Robertson)  



Cork County Council’s Heritage Unit 

Heritage Plan (3 main objectives):  

•Objective 1: To raise awareness and to promote appreciation and enjoyment of the 
heritage of Co. Cork 

•Objective 2: To develop and encourage best practice in relation to the management 
and care of heritage in Co. Cork and to deliver practical actions to achieve this 

•Objective 3: To gather and disseminate information about Heritage in Co. Cork 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

Typical activities include:  

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT  

Advice to applicants 

Reports to inform planning 
decisions 

Advising on Council 
Development and Policy

PARTICIPATION 

Works with a number of partners 
in the promotion of heritage 

Adds value by organising a 
number of heritage events and 

participating in many others 

NETWORKING & INFORMATION 
SHARING 

Building contacts and engaging 
with media 

Management of website 
(www.corkcoco.ie/heritage) with 

regular email updates 

http://www.corkcoco.ie/heritage
http://www.corkcoco.ie/heritage


Cork County Council’s Heritage Tourism Assets

Audit of Heritage Tourism Assets owned/maintained by CCC: 

Initial audit undertaken in 2013 with support of Heritage Council 

A need for signage at a number of sites identified and with the 
support of the Heritage Council, signage to be put in place shortly 

It is proposed to bring out a publication in 2015 on a great 
selection of the sites included in this initial audit, some West Cork 

features including: Baltimore Harbour, The Rock Skibbereen, 
Michael Collins House Clonakilty, Schull Church and walkway, etc. 

Schull Church and Walkway Baltimore Harbour 



Heritage Unit Publications

Heritage Bridges of County Cork: 

launched on 17th December 2013 
and now almost entirely sold out 

Tells the story of the bridge in Cork

Buingea Bridge, Macroom Clapper Bridge, Ballingeary   Bandon Skew Bridge Heritage Houses of County Cork –
Dec 2014



Rose Carroll, Tourism Officer Cork County Council 

•Mizen Bridge Footbridge Replacement

•Beara Breifne Way

•Historic Towns Walking Trails Initiative  
(Bantry, Clonakilty & Kinsale in West Cork)

•Kinsale Signal Tower Restoration Project

•Michael Collins Country Project

•Potential redevelopment of disused Railway Lines 

•Lusitania 2015

•Wild Atlantic Way

HERITAGE TOURISM PROJECTS IN WEST CORK



In 2014, over 130 events took place in 53 different locations throughout the County  

HERITAGE WEEK 2014



“History is the version of past events that people have decided to agree upon” 
– Napoleon Bonaparte 

“A concerted effort to preserve our heritage is a vital link to our cultural, educational, aesthetic, 
inspirational, and economic legacies - all of the things that quite literally make us who we are”

– Steve Berry 

“We, of our time, have played our part in the perseverance, and we have pledged ourselves to the dead 
generations who have preserved intact for us this glorious heritage, that we, too, will strive to be 
faithful to the end, and pass on this tradition unblemished” 

– Eamon de Valera  

“Most of us spend too much time on the last twenty-four hours and too little on the last six thousand 
years”

– Will Durant  

“People tend to believe that to be modern you have to disengage from your heritage, but it's not true”
– Mozah bint Nasser Al Missned  

HERITAGE QUOTES:



Heritage Unit 
Cork County Council

•Archaeology 
•Architecture  
•Natural  
•Cultural 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/52/Lough_Hyne.jpg




Archaeology is the study of past societies 
through the  

material remains left by those societies 

c. 3,662 West 
Cork Inventory 



19,000 sites in Sites and Monuments Record (SMR) for County Cork 

www.archaeology.ie

All recorded archaeological monuments (RMP) are protected 
under the National Monuments Acts 1930-2004. Minister of  Arts 
Heritage & Gaeltacht must be notified at least two months in 
advance of any works at or near a Recorded Monument  



Bronze Age Prehistoric – Bronze Age 



Early Medieval /Medieval



Post Medieval



Public realm  
State  
Local Authority  
Traditional/ritual 
Commercial  
Community 

Public access 



State owned/guardian of National Monuments  West Cork 
Ownership 
Cahervaglier Ringfort 
Carrigaphooca Tower House 
Clodagh standing stones 
Sherkin Friary 
Knockdrum Stone Fort 
Kilcrea Abbey 
Cairn and Ring barrow Drimoleague Forest 
Timoleague Abbey 
Kinnegh Round Tower 
Derryarkane Stone Circle 

Guardianship  
Ardskeagh Church 
Ballinacarriga Tower house 
Coolcoulaghta Standing stones 
Drombeg stone circle and fulacht fiadha 
Kilnaruane Pillar stone 
Knockakilla Stone circle 
Castledonovan Tower house 

Local Authority  
• Churches and Graveyards 
• Public buildings 
• Public Amenity  
• Highways  
• Individual sites 

• Camden, Spike, Mallow Castle, 
Bridgetown abbey etc 

Public  Ownership 



Guide to National Monuments in Ireland 
Peter Harbison 

Guides 

http://www.google.ie/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=A8nbVxccbYOjAM&tbnid=d_AFK-EWwBpS1M:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.ireland.com/what-is-available/natural-landscapes-and-sights/coastal-beaches/articles/follow-the-waw&ei=GyASVNu1Ouer7AaNl4GACA&bvm=bv.74894050,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNEx1eEGtGDi8zzLpaLsQ-I6k79JDw&ust=1410560422153943


Heritage through Visitors eyes 



Architectural Heritage 



Architectural Heritage 

Vernacular to spectacular 



Towns 



Churches 
Architectural Heritage 



Architectural Heritage 



National Inventory of Architectural 
Heritage NIAH 

www.buildingsofireland.ie 

Architectural Heritage 



Protected Structures 



An Architectural Conservation Area (ACA)is defined as a place, area , group of 
structures or townscape that is of special architectural, historical, archaeological, 
artistic, cultural, scientific, social or technical interest  or contributes to the 
appreciation of protected structures

Architectural Conservation Area (ACA)



  Protected Structures  
   NIAH structures 

Architectural Heritage 



Public realm – urban/roadside 
Public access – religious, civic & public buildings 
Rural – commercial enterprises/roadside 

Public access 
Architectural Heritage 



•Planning, Development management 
and policy 
•Advise/Guidelines  
•Compliance with legislation 
•Ensure best practice 
•Raise awareness  

Heritage Unit

 Context 
 Connectivity 
 Authenticate 



NEED TO: 
• Provide information – urban and rural 

• Comprehensive 
• Location    
• Connectivity  
• Context 
• Authentic 
• Accurate information 

      gazetteer, booklets, maps & apps 

Built Heritage – Heritage Tourism Resource  



Enable visitors and residents  
to experience the places and activities that 

authentically represent the stories and people of West Cork’s past 
and develop in a sustainable manner 

as a social, cultural and economic asset  

Thank you 


