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It's amazing where intense focus and a complete repertoire of shots can take you. 
No female skip breathing throws a better takeout than Homan. Combined with the 
fantastic sweeping combination of Courtney and Weagle, and the cunning strategy 

of Miskew, you're bound to see shots that challenge the possible.

team
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THE DOMINATOR
Manitoba on roll and into Sunday’s Scotties final

Manitoba skip
Michelle Englot
continued her run
of great curling
Friday night by
defeating Ontario’s 
Rachel Homan
(inset) 9-8 to advance 
to Sunday’s final of 
the Scotties
Tournament 
of Hearts.
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2017 Scotties TOURNAMENT OF HEARTS

PAGE 1-2 GAME

Finesse over power

Twenty-eight years ago, Michelle Englot won the 
bronze medal at the Scotties Tournament of Hearts. 
She will have a medal of a different colour Sunday, 

all these years later, when she plays for gold.
Manitoba scored deuces in the first and third ends, 

snagged three in sixth end and another in a key eighth 
end on the way to a 9-8 win over Ontario’s Rachel Homan 
on Friday in the Scotties Tournament of Hearts Page 1-2 
game. That summary is over simplifying what was an 
entertaining game between teams with vastly different 
styles of play.

Englot is a finesse player through and through, while 
Homan is the master of the up-weight game. Finesse won 
Friday night. 

Englot, who is 53, is happy to be in the Scotties final.
“It’s just amazing,” she said. “The girls have played 

so well all week and to come out and have such a solid 
game tonight feels really good. We’ll just keep on doing 
what we’re doing and hopefully play as strong on Sunday 
night.”

She said winning the Scotties would be a crowning 
achievement in a long career.

“It would be incredible. I have put a lot of time into it. 
I have such a solid team and we’re hoping to just stay the 
course and stay focussed and relaxed and come out and 
do what we do.”

Englot said playing her game is the key to beating 
Homan.

“We keep putting the pressure on and eventually 
she’s going to miss,” said Englot who has a supporting 
cast of vice-skip Kate Cameron, second Leslie Wilson, 
lead Raunora Westcott, alternate Krysten Karwacki and 
coach Ron Westcott. “We got a couple of misses and took 
advantage of it. We’ve been taking advantage of every 
opportunity.”

Homan gave Manitoba full credit for the win.
“They played awesome and kudos to them making the 

final,” said Homan, who is backed by vice-skip Emma 
Miskew, second Joanne Courtney, lead Lisa Weagle and 
coach Adam Kingsbury. “Hopefully we will see them 
there again.”

After losing to Manitoba on consecutive nights, 
Homan would like another shot.

“The first game was kind of a writeoff,” Homan said 
of the 9-5 loss in the final round-robin game. “This was a 
tight game. They played really well, but if we would have 
got one or two shots here or there, it would have been a 
different game. We’ll be back strong.”

Homan drops to the semi-final Saturday night at 7:30 
p.m. ET at the Meridian Centre. She will face the winner 
the Page 3-4 game between Canada’s Chelsea Carey and 
Northern Ontario’s Krista McCarville. That game will be 
played at 2:30 p.m. Saturday.

The bronze-medal game will be played at 2:30 p.m. 

Englot one
win away
from glory

 SCOREBOARD
1-2 GAME

Manitoba (Englot) ...........202 103 010 0 — 9
Ontario (Homan)...............020 020 201 1 — 8

MAN SH P % ONT SH P %
Westcott 20 62 78 Weagle 20 74 93
Wilson 20 64 80 Courtney 20 67 84
Cameron 20 69 86 Miskew 20 61 76
Englot 20 69 86 Homan 20 64 80
Team Totals 80 264 83 Team Totals 80 266 83

By CAM HUTCHINSON
HeartChart Associate Editor

Ontario skip
Rachel Homan 
has yet to figure 
out how to beat 
Team Manitoba.

Manitoba’s
Leslie Wilson.
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Deals

SCORE GREAT 
SAVINGS IN 

DOWNTOWN ST. CATHARINES WITH

mydowntown.ca
Holiday Inn & Suites  |  327 Ontario Street  |  St. Catharines  |  905.688.2324

Sunday

brunch$16.95
Per Person
& Taxes & Gratuity

ALL YOU CAN EAT

ABOVE: Team Manitoba has won two big games against Ontario’s RachelHoman, and now needs one more win to clinch the Scotties title Sunday.Manitoba’s Kate Cameron has had a heck of 

a tournament this week.

2017 Scotties TOURNAMENT OF HEARTS

Manitoba’s Kate Cameron has had a heck of 
Manitoba’s Kate Cameron has had a heck of 
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Northern Ontario skip Krista McCarville qualified for playoffs.

McCarville punches ticket
It’s a final four that will feature no shortage 

of compelling Page playoff matchups at the 
2017 Scotties Tournament of Hearts.
Northern Ontario’s Krista McCarville rolled to 

a 10-6 win over Kerry Galusha of the Northwest 
Territories (5-6; Yellowknife) on Friday morning at 
the Meridian Centre in the final round-robin draw 
to clinch the fourth and final playoff spot.

With the win, McCarville, vice-skip Kendra 
Lilly, second Ashley Sippala, lead Sarah Potts, 
alternate Oye-Sem Won Briand and coach 
Lorraine Lang advance with their 8-3 record to 
today’s Page playoff 3-4 game.

And awaiting them there will be the 
defending champs — Chelsea Carey’s Team 
Canada foursome from Calgary, who finished 
third in the round robin with a 9-2 record 
thanks to their 7-4 win over Alberta’s Shannon 
Kleibrink (5-6; Okotoks).

That game, of course, would be a rematch of 
last year’s Scotties gold-medal game in Grande 
Prairie, Alta., where Carey, vice-skip Amy 
Nixon, second Jocelyn Peterman, lead Laine 
Peters, alternate Susan O’Connor and coach 
Charley Thomas prevailed in a thrilling final.

This time, the stakes will be a berth into 
tonight’s 7:30 semifinal.

“We obviously wanted to get into the 
playoffs, so we’re happy and we’re playing 
well,” said McCarville. “This is what we’re 
really looking forward to, playing the top teams 
in the Scotties, playing at this elite level and 
feeling the excitement of the fans.”

Northern Ontario won the round-robin 
roundup on Thursday over Team Canada, 8-4 on 
Thursday, but Carey said Saturday was a new 
opportunity for her team.

“I think it’s a fresh start; the ice is way 
different than it was yesterday and we’re excited 
to get out and play,” said Carey. “We know 
they’re a good team, and we’ll have to be at our 
best, but we feel like we’re playing pretty good.”

“We know its coing to be a close game, we know 
they’ll probably play better against us than they did 
yesterday,” added McCarville. “But it’s all we can ask 
for. We’ll just go out and play our own game.”

The winner will face Ontario’s Rachel 
Homan, who lost 9-8 to Manitoba’s Michelle 
Englot in Friday’s 1-2 game. Englot advances 
directly to Sunday’s 7:30 p.m. final.

Alberta’s loss likely ended the Scotties career 
of Kleibrink. A five-time Alberta champ who won 
Hearts silver in 2008 and Olympic bronze in 2006, 
Kleibrink’s participation in 2017 was very limited 
due to a back injury. After sitting out most of the 
games here, she started Friday morning’s game 
against Team Canada before giving way to Heather 
Nedohin in the early ends, leaving the game to a 
round of applause from the fans.

In the other Friday morning games, 
Prince Edward Island’s Robyn MacPhee (3-
8; Charlottetown) defeated Saskatchewan’s 
Penny Barker (1-10; Moose Jaw) 9-5; and 
Newfoundland/Labrador’s Stacie Curtis (5-6; 
St. John’s) was a 7-4 victor over Nova Scotia’s 
Mary Mattatall (2-9; Halifax).

Northern Ontario in playoffs
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Pre-shot routine? Always 
low �ves Joanne Courtney 

and spins the rock

Ottawa’s 
Female 
Athlete 
of the 
Year in 

2013

202020 things things things
youyouyou may may may  know know know

 things things things
 know

 things things things
 know

 things things things
 know

 things things things
 about about about RachelRachelRachel Homan Homan Homan

or may not Youngest 
skip to 

ever win 
back-

to-back 
Scotties 

titles

Won the 2014 Scotties 
undefeated without ever 

having to throw her last rock

Loves 
to play 
soccer

Represented Ontario  
with her brother Mark at 

2012 Canadian Mixed

Got married 
in Las Vegas

Loves 
playing 
in front 
of loud, 
�red-up 
crowds

She’s a 
big Ottawa 

Senators fan

Grew 
up in 

Orléans, 
a suburb 

of 
Ottawa

Favourite 
curling 

moment: 
2015 

Canada 
Cup win

Tells 
people 
curling 

is harder 
than it 
looks

Studied 
at 

University 
of 

Ottawa 
and 

University 
of 

Alberta

Has competed in every province  
and one territory (Yukon)

Won 
Canada 
Winter 
Games 
Gold in 

2007

Travelled to Ethiopia 
on a humanitarian 

mission

Has a tattoo on her sliding foot in honour 
of her grandfather who served in the Royal 

Canadian Air Force. ‘Per ardua ad astra’ 
(through adversity to the stars).

Listens to 
a lot of 

different music

Loves all board 
games, especially 

Catan

Hates scary 
movies!
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Jones: Is end in sight?
All great careers in sports  end.

And it will, too, for
the most amazing curlers

down the ice.

13th appearance at the Scotties. 
There was just a matter of her 
rolling through the Manitoba 
provincials as she always 
seemed to do and it would be on 
with the show.

Only sports doesn’t always
Jones Express was derailed in the semifinal game in Winnipeg by 
former Manitoba champion
the reigning Olympic gold-medal

the 

event,  Team Canada, in 11 more 
of  possible appearance in 
2014  an Olympic gold medal 
for

 think of it.
 her career, but the 
 twilight last? It will 

 despite her loss in Manitoba 
 Hortons Roar of the 
 Trials in December in 

Ottawa, for which she has already qualified. 
Remember,  the lure of another chance 

 gold medal that spurred 
 keep her team together 

 another run at the Holy 
Grail after her Olympic 
triumph in Sochi, Russia.

No Canadian curling 
 repeated as Olympic gold 

 Jones wanted to be the 
first woman to do it.

 there is no trip back to the 
 then? Does she carry on, or 
 exit?

 the Manitoba playdowns, 
 the Tim Hortons Roar 

 World Curling Tour her 

 expect her to say?

 OPPOSITE PAGE

 curlers

Jones Express was derailed in the semifinal game in Winnipeg by 

 gold-medal

 Team
 possible

 twilight
 despite

Ottawa, for which she has already qualified. 
 the

 keep

Grail
triumph

 repeated

first woman to do it.
 there
 then?
 exit?

 the

 expect

 OPPOSITE

 end. end. end.

Jones Express was derailed in the semifinal game in Winnipeg by 

thethethethe

event,event,
ofof  possible
20142014
forfor

 despite

Ottawa, for which she has already qualified. 
Remember,Remember,  the

 keep

 repeated

first woman to do it.

 then?
 exit?

 expect

 OPPOSITE
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Curling legend enters crossroads of her career
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National in Scope.
Local in Focus.
Proudly supporting 2017 Scotties 
Tournament of Hearts

Contact our St. Catharines offi ce at 905.641.0846 
or our Burlington offi ce at 905.333.9888
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Team Niagara

FROM PAGE 6

Sportwriters are always eager 
to tell athletes when they’re done: 
they’ve stayed too long at the party; 
they can’t cut it any more, etc.

That’s not the case here. Jones, 
despite a few knee problems in the 
past, is still in great physical shape, and 
performing at a very high level. There 
have been no major cracks in her game 
or mental sharpness. She still has the 
drive, effort and talent to win. Look no 
further for evidence this season than her 
victories at the Home Hardware Canada 
Cup two months ago in Brandon, Man., 
her stellar play in Team North America’s 
winning effort at the World Financial 
Group Continental Cup last month in 
Las Vegas, and her victory at Pinty’s 
All-Star Skins Curling Game in Banff 
earlier this month.

In that sense, she can certainly 
continue to play for several more years.

So it won’t be Father Time rapping 
on the door that compels the Manitoba 
legend to leave the game competitively. 
If anything, it will be life away from the 
game that could bring the curtain down 
on one of the greatest curling careers 
of all time. Jones is 42 now, with two 
young children at home in Shanty Bay, 
Ont., where she now lives with husband 
Brent Laing. She’s also a corporate 
lawyer who undoubtedly will want to 
get on with her career on a full-time 
basis. She has been, and will continue 
to be, a great spokesperson for events, 
causes and products. And somebody 
will surely want her for the broadcast 
booth.

Would she really want to drag 
out her curling career too much 
longer when there are so many other 

wonderful things going on in her life 
away from the game?

Besides, she’s already one of the 
most decorated curlers in history, 
with five national titles, a world 
championship and an Olympic gold 
medal on her resume. What else is 
there to prove? What other mountains 
are left to climb?

None that we know of, unless 
there’s an intergalactic championship 
yet to be won.

Plenty of female curlers have 
carried on into their late 40s and 50s. 
Alberta skip Shannon Kleibrink, a 
former Olympian, is 48. Regina’s 
Michelle Englot, who is skipping the 
Manitoba team this year, is 53.

But neither is Jennifer Jones, who 
has been there, done that.

Then there is this not-so-little 
question about her teammates. Who 
knows where they will stand at the end 
of this latest run. Second Jill Officer is 
41 and a mother. Third Kaitlyn Lawes is 
still in her prime, but who knows if she 
wouldn’t mind skipping her own team. 
And lead Dawn McEwen? Perhaps 
she’s thinking of giving up the women’s 
game for a chance to take a serious 
run with husband Mike at the doubles 
format, which finally has Olympic 
status.

Then again, maybe that’s also in 
the picture for Jones and Laing. They 
currently sit No. 2 in the Canadian 
Mixed Doubles Rankings, and would 
seem to be a lock to play at the 
Canadian Mixed Doubles Trials in 
January 2018 if their four-play team 
aspirations don’t pan out.

And consider this: if Jones and Co. 
make another four-year commitment 
to the Olympic dream, that would be 
12 years with the same group. Teams 
just don’t stay together that long. The 
Beatles didn’t last that long. Curling 
teams break up more often than 

Hollywood couples.
If her team starts to unravel, would 

Jones want to start again with a rebuilt 
lineup?

The point is, anything is possible, 
and the rest of this season, a summer to 
reflect and the Tim Hortons Roar of the 
Rings in December will tell us a lot.

Jones is an indelible part of 
curling history. She has delighted 
fans for years with her achievements, 
memorable games and brilliant 
shotmaking.

And she’ll likely have more 
highlights before the year is out.

But after that, who knows for sure?

The good news is she’s still in the 
game, competing at the highest level, 
doing the amazing things she always 
does.

So enjoy the time you still have 
watching her play the game she loves, 
because the end of her career could 
come sooner than you think.

Jones

Jennifer Jones still has the drive, effort and talent to win.
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LUNCH AND DINNER BUFFET
& MORE!SANDWICHES    CHILI   HOT DOGS 

WRAPS    SALADS 

If you missed them last night, don’t worry - The Carpet Frogs are back tonight for the 

last night of music at the HeartStop, alongside the Duelling Pianos. Make sure you’re 

there to celebrate - we’ll need your help �nishing all the Barley Nectar!

“The fun & games continue in the Patch! Today starts the Semi-�nals  

of the Cool Shots tourney! Compete for bragging rights & the chance 

to win a $250 pot! Just think of all the barley nectar!”                       

            — Angus McStone

GET SOCIAL!
The feel of the ice, the roar of the game, and the cold, cold barley nectar! 

We want to hear about all of your stories at this year’s Scotties Tournament 

of Hearts! Great shots, triumphs or moments of awe — immortalize them 

into legend. Join your voice to the roar on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram!
O�cial 

tags: #STOH2017 #AngusMcStone
CurlingCanada
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back in the HeartStop for an encore!
Start o� the evening followed by -

DON’T  
MISS  
OUT!

TONIGHT IS THE LAST NIGHT FOR LIVE MUSIC!  
While the music might be over tomorrow, the HeartStop still has plenty to o�er! 

Fun activities, refreshments & of course, barley nectar await you!

FREE SHUTTLE SERVICE TO THE ST. CATHARINES GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB
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YOUR STORIES! They will sing songs of this day! Here’s what you’ve 
been saying so far at the Scotties Tournament of Hearts!

Dave Mitchell @mitchee69 
We went sparkly for our favourite 
ladies this #STOH2017 #GlitteryAddie 
@TeamHoman @RHoman89  
@CurlingCanada @TSNCurling

ebritz 
Last full day of curling and 
I’ve got the double shift! 
#workingvacation #stoh2017

NTWMelinda 
Just ran into this man from 
Saskatchewan showing some 
Garden City spirit in downtown 
#StCatharines. #STOH2017

DEC. 2 - 10, 

2017
CANADIAN TIRE

CENTRE

THIS IS
OUR
SPORT

WEEKEND PACKAGES
 ARE SELLING FAST. 
GET YOURS TODAY!

CURLING.CA/TICKETS

SASKATCHEWAN HAS THE HIGHEST NUMBER OF GOLD MEDALS. WITH 11 GOLDS, 
6 SILVERS AND 7 BRONZES.  ONLY TWO PROVINCES BEAT THEIR MEDAL COUNT -  

MANITOBA (28) AND BRITISH COLUMBIA (27).

DID YOU KNOW!?
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LINESCORES
Draw 17

9:30 a.m.

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10  Total 
Canada (Carey) *1 0 0 1 0 2 0 2 0 1  —    7
Alberta (Kleibrink)  0 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0  —    4

Saskatchewan (Barker) 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 2 0  —    5
PEI (MacPhee) *0 1 1 0 2 1 0 1 0 3  —    9

Nova Scotia (Mattatall) 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 2 0 x  —    4
NL (Curtis) *0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 3 x  —    7

NWT (Galusha) 0 0 1 0 2 0 2 1 0 x  —    6
N. Ontario (McCarville) *3 1 0 2 0 3 0 0 1 x  —    10

Page Playoff
One-Two Game

Manitoba (Englot) *2 0 2 1 0 3 0 1 0 0  —    9
Ontario (Homan) 0 2 0 0 2 0 2 0 1 1  —    8

* — Last rock

SCHEDULE
TODAY

2:30 a.m. Draw
Page 3-4

Canada (Carey) vs. N. Ontario (McCarville)
7:30 p.m.

Ontario (Homan) vs. winner of 3-4 Game.

STANDINGS
F I N A L

 W L
M a n i t o b a  ( E n g l o t )  1 0  1
O n t a r i o  ( H o m a n )  1 0  1
C a n a d a  ( C a r e y )  9  2
N .  O n t a r i o  ( M c C a r v i l l e )  8  3
Q u e b e c  ( B é l i s l e )  7  4
A l b e r t a  ( K l e i b r i n k )  5  6
N L  ( C u r t i s )  5  6
N W T  ( G a l u s h a )  5  6
P E I  ( M a c P h e e )  3  8
N o v a  S c o t i a  ( M a t t a t a l l )  2  9
S a s k a t c h e w a n  ( B a r k e r )  1  1 0
B . C .  ( M a l l e t t )  1  1 0

Team Canada’s Chelsea Carey, who finished with a 
9-2 record, plays in today’s 3-4 game.
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Thank
You!

Your morning start is 
     right on the button 

    with Post.

#postrocks

Proud Sponsor of the 2017 

Postconsumerbrands.ca

DAY 4

905-659-1094 1-800-875-6219

YOUR
LEGAL HAMMER

Look for our

2017 Special

Edition Pin!

Days 2, 5, 8

sales@ineedpins.com

www.ineedpins.com

Q&A

Eugene Trickett has been a busy man this past week. Besides coaching Team 
Newfoundland and Labrador at the Scotties Tournament of Hearts, he’s had to 
deal with his responsibilities as facilities chairman for the Tim Hortons Brier in St. 
John’s. Trickett took a little time out of his day to discuss preparations for the Brier.

 
Q. THE SCOTTIES ARE OVER AND NOW IT’S ON TO THE BRIER. YOU 

MUST BE EXCITED?
A. Out of all due respect to the girls, I can’t wait to get home and work on the 

finishing touches of the Brier.

Q. WILL THIS BE THE BIGGEST SPORTS EVENT HELD IN ST. JOHN’S?
A. I would say short of Canada Games, this might be the biggest event.

Q. THE BRIER WAS LAST HELD IN 1972. HOW DID THE CITY GET IT TO 
RETURN?

A. This all started when Curling Canada announced they were going to 
Kamloops, almost five years ago. Brad Gushue tweeted that if they can do 
Kamloops, why not St. John’s? And I tweeted back that I would help out and get 
some momentum going. A committee was formed, and I came in a few months 
later to work with Curling Canada to make it a reality.

Q. WHAT KIND OF BRIER DID YOU HOPE TO PUT ON?
A. We wanted it to be a community Brier. For the last three months it’s been 

full-speed promotion, and we’ve had great support. It’s all you hear all day long — 
talk of the Brier. 

Q. HOW IMPORTANT IS IT THAT BRAD GUSHUE WILL BE 
REPRESENTING NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR?

A. I think we still would have had very good attendance at a Brier without him, 
but he’s raised the anticipation that he has a very good chance to win the Brier.

Q. WHAT’S THE TICKET SITUATION?
A. There are still some tickets for Newfoundland and Labrador games that 

will be made available to the public, tickets that some teams didn’t pick up or 
restricted viewing seats. Most, if not all Newfoundland and Labrador games will 
be sold out. Most of the other draws will have tickets available, for sure.

Q. ARE HOTELS FULL?
A. Most of the hotels downtown are full. But there are still room available at 

some boutique hotels, and there are bed and breakfasts. Just go on the St. John’s 
website and you can find what rooms are available.

Q. WHY SHOULD CURLING FANS COME TO THE ST. JOHN’S BRIER?
A. No. 1, to see great curling. But also to experience the whole event. It’s truly 

a downtown Brier — everything is downtown. There’s the famous George Street, 
the festival, the harbour, the hospitality, Cape Spear, and you can experience all 
kinds of weather. I think we’re going to put on a great show.

Eugene Trickett
Coach of Newfoundland and Labrador and 
2017 Tim Hortons Brier committte member
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ALL-STAR TEAMS

THIRD
EMMA
MISKEW
ONTARIO

THIRD
SHANNON
ALEKSIC
B.C.

LEAD
BLAINE
De JAGER
B.C.

LEAD
LISA
WEAGLE
ONTARIO

SKIP
RACHEL
HOMAN
ONTARIO

SKIP
CHELSEA
CAREY
CANADA

SECOND
JOANNE
COURTNEY
ONTARIO

SECOND
SARAH
WILKES
ALBERTA

FIRST TEAM SECOND TEAM

2017 Scotties TOURNAMENT OF HEARTS

(Determined by shooting percentages during the round robin)
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800 - 80 King Street,
St. Catharines, ON  L2R 6Z1

905.641.1551 | TF: 1.866-835-3934
www.lbwlawyers.com 

Serving Niagara  
for 135 years!

At Meridian you’re not just a customer, you’re a 
Member and an Owner. 
That means we work for you. It also means that we 
can take our profits and return them to you with some 
of the best rates and services in the marketplace.

™Trademarks of Meridian Credit Union Limited. 

Visit us in-branch or online

meridiancu.ca

Meridian is proud to support the volunteers at 
the Scotties Tournament of Hearts.

AWARDS

The Marj Mitchell Sportsman-
ship Award was presented
Friday to Northwest Territories 
skip Kerry Galusha. The cher-
ished award is voted on by the 
curlers and is named in honour 
of the late Saskatchewan skip 
who won the first world wom-
en’s title for Canada in 1980. The 
award honours an individual 
who the competitors feel exem-
plifies the spirit of curling. 

The Joan Mead Builder Award 
was presented Friday to
Wendy Morgan of Burlington, 
Ont. The award is presented 
to an individual who has made 
a significant contribution to 
the growth and development 
of women’s curling in Canada. 
The Builders Award is named 
after Joan Mead, the late CBC 
producer who is credited with 
many innovative developments 
in curling broadcasting. 
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Proud 
sponsor 
of  the 
2017 

Scotties 
Tournament 

of Hearts

brocku.ca

A...is for Accessibility. Go ahead. Name an-
other sport whereby the athletes take a daily 

timeout during their hectic and grinding national 
championship to sign programs, clothing, 
photos, equipment and body parts for the faithful 
who flock to the arena. You can’t, because only 
curlers do it, with official autograph sessions and 
Up Close and Personal town hall-type inter-
views.

B...is for Breakfast with Bryan and Cathy. 
That would be Brian Mudryk and Cathy 

Gauthier, the TSN gab guy and gab girl who’ve 
kept me entertained and informed with their tit-
for-tat humor and curling know-how during the 
morning draws this week.

C...is for Calendar Girls. The 2017 Women 
of Curling Calendar features, among others, 

Team Canada skip Chelsea Carey, her second 
Jocelyn Peterman, Ontario third Emma Miskew 
and second Joanne Courtney. Proceeds go to 
various charities.

D...is for “D’oh!” Quebec second Trish Hill 
tossed the wrong colour rock in a match 

against front-running Ontario on Thursday 
morning. But, hey, stuff happens when they 
roust you out of bed so early. Oh, wait. Turns 
out it happens in the afternoon, as well. Jocelyn 
Peterman did it later the same day.

E...is for Englot. Regina import Michelle 
Englot didn’t have a 100 per cent approv-

al rating when she won Manitoba, but there 
probably wasn’t a discouraging word in the 
Keystone Province when she finished first in the 
round-robin with a 10-1 record.

F...is for Ford Hot Shots. Ontario skip Rachel 
Homan won the keys to a fancy, schmancy 

vehicle for beating teammate Emma Miskew in the 
pre-event skills contest final.

G...is for the Golden Girls. Mary Mat-
tatall (57), Margaret Cutcliffe (61), Jill 

Alcoe-Holland (57) and Andrea Saulnier (60) 
turned back the hands of time in winning Nova 
Scotia, and let’s not forget Englot (53).

H...is for the HeartStop Lounge, of course. 
Salute!

I...is for Ink. Tattoo girl Kate Cameron has 
more ink on her body than most newspapers.

J...is for Jennifer Who? In case there was any 
doubt (there shouldn’t have been), the Keystone 

Province is much deeper than the Jennifer Jones 
team. For evidence, see: Englot, Michelle; Camer-
on, Kate; Wilson, Leslie; Westcott, Raunora.

K...is for Kids. They got to skip school during 
the morning draws and they raised a ruckus.

L...is for Long Haul. Quick. Someone break 
open a case Bengay or Rub A535 for Kerry 

Galusha and her gal pals from the Northwest 
Territories. They were obliged to go through the 
pre-Scotties qualifying skirmishes, thus they played 
15 games compared to 11 for the other outfits.

M...is for Merk. Ice guru Dave 
Merklinger’s four sheets of pebble 

had more swing than Count Basie and Duke 
Ellington during the Big Band Era, but a mid-
week breakdown in equipment produced serious 
frost buildup and the curlers were making snow 
angels on Thursday. Merk worked his magic, 
though, and he and his crack staff provided the 
curlers with a playable, albeit tricky, freeze.

ABCs
OF CURLING

See ABCs
Opposite page

H is for
Hot Shots.

2017 Scotties TOURNAMENT OF HEARTS

By PATTI DAWN SWANSSON
HeartChart Contributor
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HOW DO WE WINTER
IN NIAGARA CANADA?
WONDERFULLY.
Discover winter in the official 8th Wonder of the World – where you can experience snow-covered natural beauty, 
thrilling attractions and tucked-away, cozy escapes, that are sure to warm you up. Like a beautiful evening with 
two million shimmering lights along the Niagara Parkway. 250,000 sq. ft. of always-balmy indoor waterparks. 
Or unwinding with someone special at some of Canada’s most-awarded spas and hotels. From fun-filled 
family trips to romantic weekends, this is a place that never stops… except to fill you with wonder 
all over again. That’s how we winter in Niagara Canada.

Start planning at visitniagaracanada.com
Proud Sponsor of the 2017 Scotties Tournament of Hearts

#The8thWonder 

N...is for Nix. Team Canada third Amy 
Nixon is a delightful bundle of “hell ya!”

O...is for Over and Out. One never 
knows for certain, but we might have 

seen the last of Shannon Kleibrink at the 
Scotties, and it’s a shame an owie forced 
the former Olympian into a spectator’s 
role.

P...is for Pffffffft. That was the sound 
of the air seeping out of the Meridi-

an Centre scant seconds after Manitoba 
cracked a four in the first end of their 
Thursday night showdown with Rachel 
Homan’s unbeaten Ontario outfit. That 
big four was the springboard to a 9-5 
paddywhacking.

Q...is for the pre-Scotties Qualifying 
Round, which disappears after this 

year. Adios and good riddance.

R...is for Relationship. Unlike many 
other sports, the to-and-fro between 

curlers and the media isn’t adversarial. 
Some of the curlers actually like news 
scavengers.

S...is for Super Sub. Team Alberta be-
came Team Nedobrink when two-time 

Scotties champ Heather Nedohin took 
the wheel after skip Shannon Kleibrink’s 
wonky back put her on the shelf.

T...is for Thief. Somebody should have 
called a cop this week, what with all 

the bandits in the Meridian Centre. There 
were more than 100 stolen points before 
the halfway mark of the round-robin.

U...is for Under the Radar. That’s 
where Chelsea Carey and her de-

fending champions from Calgary spent 
most of the week. Even as they were 
winning seven games in succession, 
most of the focus was on Homan and 
Englot.

V...is for Vic Rauter, the main TSN 
talking head who really likes to 

count rocks in the house and allows Russ 
Howard and Cheryl Bernard to spew bad 
puns at will.

W...is for Wisdom. Team Nova Scotia 
had it in abudance, even if it didn’t 

show in the standings.

X...is for X Factor. Certain athletes 
have that special something and 

Rachel Homan is one of them.

Y...is for Yadda, Yadda, Yadda. Putting 
microphones on curlers was a genius 

innovation and the main reason the game 
is so watchable on TV. Over the years, a 
few F-bombs and other four-letter blips 
have been dropped, but that’s OK. It’s 
reality TV.

Z...don’t be silly. Everyone knows 
there are no Zzzzzzzzzzs during a 

curling game.

Patti Dawn Swansson is a longtime jour-
nalist who has written about curling at 
every level and was a childhood friend of 
Chelsea Carey’s dad Dan and her Uncle 
Bill. So she cheers for Chelsea.

ABCs
FROM PAGE 14

S is for Super Sub, Heather Nedohin of Alberta.

2017 Scotties TOURNAMENT OF HEARTS
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Rankin Construction Inc. is an 
innovative and diverse company 
that has a reputation for providing 
solid and dependable work.  The 
company specializes in a wide 
range of heavy civil construction 
projects that include roads, bridges, 
sewer and water main, marine and 
renewable energy. 
Every member of the Rankin 
Construction team adheres to a 
simple but effective philosophy. 
Their first priority is to do the best 
possible job for the client. Tom 
Rankin always says that “Our word 
is our bond", our first priority is 
to perform efficiently and to 
the best of our abilities. 

We make sure that every project is 
completed to the satisfaction of our 
client. This philosophy translates into 
long-term relationships because 
clients value our work and contact us 
for future projects as well as 
recommend us to their business 
associates. Anyone can make one 
project profitable but we believe in 
developing a professional 
relationship with our clients and 
providing them with consistent work 
of the highest calibre that they can 
depend on.

rankinconstruction.ca

O� w�d is �r b�d.

Exceeding Client Expectations


