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2010 23.0

Japanese population was 65 and over, it was the lowest proportion of 

older people in Okinawa (1-9 No.47) in the most south part of Japan 

(17.3%). The oldest prefecture was Akita (29.7%) in Tohoku region in the 

north-east part of Japan (1-9 No.05).

2011
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2012 51,376
1992 4,152
1972 405 253,000

657,000

2012

Kishie Yoshida  
Born in 1912 (Gifu)

Kishie, the youngest daughter of four sisters, was born in the family which mainly engaged 
in forestry, burning charcoal and gathering firewood. She worked in a velveteen factory 
from 12 through 25 years old. Being able to spend all her salary on her own, she could buy 
kimonos and enjoy Nikkatsu (one of the major Japanese movie companies) cinemas, etc.

Married at 25, she had 4 children.
In the past she worked with her husband with the horse and wagon, buying in charcoal 

and firewood in the mountain regions to sell them on the plain, while buying in rice, 
vegetables, sake (Japanese liquor), groceries, etc. on the plain to sell them in the mountain 
regions.

She has a denture now, but she eats same meals with her family—such as a cutlet or 
meat, and also has hips and legs strong enough to weed or sweep.
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