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PROFESSOR DR. K.V. SARMA:
AN ACADEMIC PROFILE

Prof. S.G. Kantawala

Former Director, Oriental Institute,
Shri-Ram, Kantareshwar Mahadeo Pole,
Baroda 390 001.

Let me, at the very outset, convey my thanks to the Editors of this volume for
inviting me to wrile a brief academic note on Professor Dr. K.V. Sarma, whom I
know since long from our meetings at the various sessions of the All-India
Oriental Conference and national and international seminars.

The 81* birthday of Prof. Dr. K. Venkateswara Sarma falls on 22" December,
1999, as he was born on 22™ December, 1919, in Chengannoor (Dist. Kollam,
Kerala State) in a family of traditional Vedic and Sanskrit pandits. He had his
early education in his home-town Attingal. His father Shri S. Krishna Aiyar
was an Inspector of Schools. This family background had the seeds of love and
interest for Sanskrit and Indian Culture and administrative skill sown in him to
bear brilliant fruits in the years to come.

He took his early college education in Trivandrum (now Thiruvananta-
puram), the capital of Kerala, and obtained his B.Sc. degree with Physics and
Chemistry in 1940 from the Maharaja’s College of Science. For his post-
graduate studies his family tradition of Sanskritic studies predominated and he
joined the Maharaja’s College of Arts for M.A. in Sanskrit and obtained the
M.A. degree in the First Class with a First Rank from the Kerala University in
1942. In 1978 he obtained the D.Litt. degree from the Panjab University on his
valuable thesis: Contributions to the study of the Kerala School of Astronomy
and Mathematics. 1t is significant to note that Dr. Sarma’s teachers Dr. K.
Goda Varma and Prof. V.A. Ramasvami Sastri may be mentioned here. During
the course of his studies it became apparent to him that much of the critical writ-
ing of European scholars were in German and French and this prompted him to
study German and French leading to his obtainment of the Diploma in French
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with Distinction in 1953 and the Diploma in German in 1954 from the Univer-
sity of Madras, Madras (now Chennai). He has a small family consisting of his
wife and two children, one son and one daughter. His son A.V.K. Murthy is
Deputy General Manager, Bharat Heavy Electricals Ltd., New Delhi, and his
daughter T.S. Girija is a happy housewife.

After his postgraduation he joined the Kerala University Oriental Research
Institute and Manuscripts Library in 1944 in the capacity of the Supervising
Pandit of the Manuscripts Section. This position afforded to him a fertile field
for acquiring practical knowledge, training and glimpses into the problems of
manuscripts, reading and editing, as well as good initiation into Textual Criti-
cism. Indeed, the seeds of his future specialisation in Manuscriptology and
Textual Criticism were sown here. His scientific training turned out very fruit-
ful and helpful. With six Assistant Pandits he prepared an analytical catalogue
of 50,000 Sanskrit manuscripts of this Library.

In 1951 he joined the Department of Sanskrit, University of Madras, where
he worked for about 12 years in the project of the New Catalogus Catalogorum
of Sanskrit Works and Authors which was being directed by the internationally
renowned scholar, Dr. V. Raghavan. For about twenty years thereafter he was
with the Vishveshvaranand Research Institute, Hoshiarpur (Panjab), working
in different capacities. Thus, in 1962 at the invitation of Acharya Dr. Vishva
Bandhu, Founder-Director of the renowned Vishveshvaranand Vedic Research
Institute (1921) he took charge of the General Indological Research and Library
Departments as Curator. In 1963, when the Institute started its own research
periodical, the Vishveshvaranand Indological Journal, he assumed the addi-
tional charge of its executive Assistant Editor. Later on he became its Editor.
The succeeding years were his years of rise and promotion. In 1965 he was
appointed as Lecturer in Sanskrit Research, on the integration of the V.V.R.L
(1965-72) with the Panjab University, when it was renamed as ‘Vish-
veshvaranand Vishva Bandhu Institute of Sanskrit and Indological Studies’. He
was, later, promoted successively to Readership in Sanskrit Research (1972),
Acting Directorship (1975) and Director-Professorship (1978), respectively.
On 1" January, 1980 he retired after full 35 years of service in academic
research institutions and Universities. Later, a Felicitation Volume entitled
Bharati-bhanam (Light of Indology), ed. by S. Bhaskaran Nair, Hoshiarpur,
1980, was presented to him at a special function presided over by the Vice-
Chancellor of the Panjab University, at his 61* birthday. The Volume, interest-
ingly enough, carried 61 research papers on Indology.
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During the said period of institutional service, apart from performing his
administrative and allied duties efficiently, Prof. Sarma had been pursuing
assiduously his academic and research work, including studies on the manu-
scripts of ancient texts, inscribed on palmleaf and paper, their critical edition
and translation and also research guidance. More than 50 of his books were
published during this period, the more important among them being A History
of the Kerala School of Hindu Astronomy and Astrology, the Grahacara-
nibandhanam of Haridatta and the Drgganitam of Parame$vara, being the basic
texts of Kerala astronomical computations, texts which were thitherto consi-
dered lost, and four volumes of Index to Papers submitted to the All-India
Oriental Conference, being an analytical recording of nearly 30,000 research
papers presented before 31 sessions of the Conference held during 1919 to
1982. He discovered and edited critically the available text of Sarikarsa-
kanda-siitras which forms the four chapters, XIII to X VI, of Mimamsa-darsana
of twenty chapters, the other two of its sections being the Dvadasalaksant, Chs.
I-X1I, forming the Pirva-Mimdamsa, and the Brahmasiatra formed by Chs.
XVII-XX.

During his tenure at the Vishveshvaranand Institute, Prof. Sarma could also
fulfil one of the cherished desires of Acharya Dr. Vishva Bandhu, the Founder
of the Institute, being the installation of a 13 feet statue of the Vedic sage
Visvamitra, seer of the sacred Gayatri-mantra (Rgveda 3.62.10), who, as is
known from Vedic sources, resided in the region of Hoshiarpur.

Following his formal retirement from the Panjab University, Prof. Sarma
was at Varanasi for an year (1980) as Academic Advisor to the wellknown
Indological publishers, M/s. Motilal Banarsidass, engendering scholarly contacts
for the firm, when he was invited back to Hoshiarpur as Honorary Professor of
Research in the Vishveshvaranand Vedic Research Institute. In 1983, at the
behest of the Adyar Library and Research Centre, Madras, he took over as
Honorary Professor of Sanskrit at this Centre, which assignment continues to
date.

The greatest achievement of Prof. Sarma is the establishinent by him of the
Sree Sarada Education Society Research Centre towards fostering studies in
Sanskrit, Ancient Sciences of India and Indian Culture. Holding a library of
over 10,000 volumes of books and bound volumes of periodicals, including a
large number of reference books, the Centre has identified several research pro-
jects on Indianistic subjects which it is pursuing with a complement of qualified
scholars. The Centre functions also as a disseminator of information and train-
ing ground for research.
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A consideration of the quantum of research work and publications of Prof.
Sarma during the last 20 years, since his formal retirement in 1980, tends to
show that relief from organisational and administrative officialdom, though
bereft of its attendant fringe benefits, has not dampened his spirits or stemmed
his academic enthusiasm. Indeed, being divested from official responsibilities
only afforded greater freedom of work to him and was a fillip to wholesome
work. The cooperation of institutions where he had worked formerly had always
been forthcoming and the bonhomie he had cultivated with a number of schol-
ars stood in his good stead in his literary and research pursuits. This period had
been highly productive in the academic life of Prof. Sarma and witnessed the
completion of more than 35 books. The major ones among these might be
mentioned here: Indian Astronomy: A Source Book (1984), Observational
Astronomy in Ancient and Mediaeval India (1990), Paficasiddhantika of
Varahamihira (1993), Vedanga Jyotisa (1985), Descriptive Catalogue of
Manuscripts in Astronomy, Astrology and other Sciences in the Adyar Library,
Sadratnamala of Sarikaravarman, critically edited, Research in Sanskrit
(1993), Manuscripts Collection of the DeSamangalam Variyam (1993), Manu-
scripts Repositories in India : An Analytical Survey, Science Texts in the Manu-
scripts Repositories of Kerala and Tamil Nadu (1997), Brhatsamhita of
Vardhamihira with the Commentary of Bhdskara Yogi (Critically edited),
Brahmdnda Mahdpurana, Rev. edn. (1983), Varaha Mahapurana, Rev. edn.,
(1984), Word and Letter Numerals in Sanskrit (1999) and Science Manuscripts
in Sanskrit: Methods for their Study and Critical Edition, a Project of the Indian
National Science Academy. An important work in which he is at the moment
engaged is the preparation of Sanskrit Texts produced in Tamil Nadu: A Docu-
mented Survey: (From Ancient Times to Modern Days). A few other projects
remain to be completed.

Among the Encyclopaedias which have articles got written by Prof. Sarma
are the Encyclopaedia Britannica (4 articles), Encyclopedia of Hinduism and
Indic Religions, (South Carolina, U.S., 140 articles), Encyclopaedia of the -
History of Science, Technology and Medicine in Non-Western Cultures,
(Dordrecht/Boston/London, 38 articles) and Bharatiya Sastra-Manjisa,
(Trivandrum, 40 articles).

By now Prof. Sarma has served the cause of Sanskrit and Indology for over
55 years and has put forward a prolific literary output of over 100 books and
over 400 articles in various branches of Indiantistic studies, but his areas of
specialisation are Indian Astronomy, Mathematics, Manuscriptology and
Textual Criticism,
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Prof. Sarma has been the recipient of several honours and awards and amongst
them a mention may be made of ‘President’s Certificate of Honour’ (Govern-
ment of India, 1992), ‘Maharani Sethu Parvathi Bai Prize’- (for Sanskrit
Research, 1972) on his work ‘A History of the Kerala School of Hindu Astron-
omy’, ‘Vidyabhushanam’ (Kerala Sanskrit Academy, 1992), ‘2000 Millennium
Medal of Honour’ (American Biographical Institute, 1999), ‘Aryabhatiya 1500
Year Award, (1999), Appreciation Award as an ‘Internationally recognised
Scholar and Researcher in Sanskrit Indology, Manuscriptology and Ancient
Sciences’, (Sree Sarada Education Society) and Pattattanam (Bhattasthdanam)
from the Zamorin of Calicut ( Kozhikode). His name is included in several
biographical directories of India and the abroad. He was also the President of
the ‘Technical Sciences and Fine Arts Section’ of the Goldern Jubilee Session
of the All-India Oriental Conference held at Pune in 1978. He is associated with
several renowned and learned bodies like All-India Oriental Conference,
Encyclopeadia of Hinduism Project of the India Heritage Research Foundation
etc. He has been a member of several committees and has visited various coun-
tries including France, Germany, Italy, U.S., Canada, Japan, U K., Austria, Nor-
way, Finland, Switzerland, Holland, Belgium and Philippines on academic
work.

Prof. Sarma carries his scholarship lightly with his courteous nature and
affable manners. He is soft-spoken but firm. He is hale and hearty, ever active,
advanced in age but young in spirit with enthusiastic nature. He is always ready
to help friends and colleagues with a smiling face.

Before I close let me wish Prof. Sarma a hapy birthday and happy returns of
the year on his 81" birthday and a long, healthy, active and fruitful life in the
years to come.






PROFESSOR K.V. SARMA AS I KNOW HIM

P. Janardana Aiyar
Vice-Chairman,

Sree Sarada Education Society,
40/339, II Puthen Street,
Thiruvananthapuram 695 009.

It was the first week of July, 1936, almost 65 years back. The Maharaja’s
College of Science (now called University College, Thiruvananthapuram) had
just reopened after the mid-summer vacation. Students for the new academic
year in the Intermediate (now called Pre-Degree), B.Sc. and B.A. (Hons.) were
gradually assembling for admission in the College. It was then that I came into
contact with Sri. K. Venkateswara Sarma who had come to the College for
getting admission in the Intermediate class after having finished his school edu-
cation in the English High School, Attingal, in the Trivandrum District of the
erstwhile State of Travancore. I too had come for admission in the same class
having passed out of the English High School at Kayamukulam in the Quilon
District of the State. Both of us had opted for the Group I in the Intermediate
class which taught as special subject Physics, Chemistry and Mathematics.
English was a common subject but, as optional language subject, both of us had
chosen Sanskrit.

During his college life Sri Sarma was living with a few friends in a rented
house at a place called Pazhavangadi in the Fort Area of the city. My house was
in the Second Puthen Street, hardly a kilometre away. Sri Sarma used to come
to my house almost on all days after 7 P.M. when we studied our lessons
tcgether. And, my parents and brothers treated Sri Sarma as a member of our
own family. Two years passed by swiftly when both of us completed our Inter-
mediate course and joined the B.Sc. in the same college, being the very first
batch for the course in the newly started Travancore University. As subjects of
study for the B.Sc., while Sri Sarma opted for Physics as the Main and Chemis-
try as Subsidiary, I had chosen Chemistry as Main and Physics as Subsidiary.
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Both of us cortinued to have Sanskrit as the Second language of study. We still
continued to have combined studies in my house. On account of our close asso-
ciation our class fellows and friends considered as inseparables. We had still
another common friend in Sri S. Venkitasubramania Iyer and we three were
called the “Trio’ by our friends. In the final B.Sc. Examination in 1940 both Sri
Sarma and Venkitasubramania Iyer were bracketted for the Frist rank while I
held the First Rank in Sanskrit. After the B.Sc. course both Sri Sarma and
Venkitasubramania Iyer opted for the M. A. course of Sanskrit at the Instance of
Dr. K. Goda Varma, the then Head of the Department of Sanskrit in the
Maharaja’s College of Arts, while I joined the course of M.Sc. in Chemistry at
the invitation of Dr. K.L.. Moudgill, the then Professor of Chemistry and later
Director of Research in the Travancore University. Both Sri Sarma and Sri
Venkitasubramania Iyer passed the M.A. examination in the First class and
what is interesting was that both of them were bracketted in the First Rank.

When, after completing our college education, the three commenced their
professional career, it was a strange coincidence that all the three joined the
service of the Travancore University itself, Sri Sarma and Venkitasubramania
Iyer in the Oriental Research Institute and Manuscripts Library, while I entered
service in the Department of Applied Chemistry in the Research Department. In
his assignment as Supervising Pandit with six assistants under line Sarma could
acquire ample experience in the handling, deciphering and study of ancient
Indian manuscripts and also expertise in the discipline of Manuscriptology
which stood him in good stead during his future professional life involving
studies and research in Indology.

in July 1943 Sri Sarma married Smt. L. Sarada, daughter of Sri L. Narayana
Iyer, Retd. Headmaster of the Chalai English High School and who came of a
highly disciplined and cultured family. Smt. Sarada is a loving and affectionate
lady of religious temperament who manages Sri Sarma’s family. The couple
have two children, the elder, a son, Sri A.V.K. Murthy, who works in New
Delhi as the Deputy General Manager of Bharat Heavy Electricals Ltd., and the
second, a daughter Smt. T.S. Girija, housewife, whose housband, Dr. K.S.
Ayyar, recently retired as a Senior Scientist in the Forest Research Institute,
Dehra Dun.

In 1951, at the instance of Prof. V. Raghavan, Head of the Dept. of Sanskrit,
University of Madras, Sri Sarma left the service of the Travancore University
and joined the New Catalogus Catalogorum Section of the Sanskrit Dept. of the
Madras University. In order to equip himself better for his work Sri Sarma
studied French and German and earned University Diplomas in those two
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languages of the West in which substantial work on Indology has been done by
Sanskrit scholars of France and Germany. In 1962 at the invitation of Acharya
Vishva Bandhu, Founder-Director of the renowned Vishveshvaranand Vedic
Research Institute, Hoshiarpur, in Panjab, Sri Sarma joined that institution as
Curator of the Library and Research Departments. When, in 1965, the Institute
was integrated with the Panjab University, Sri Sarma was appointed Lecturer,
then Reader (1972), then Asst. Director (1975) and finally as Director-Professor
of the Institute (1978). In the meanwhile he also earned the highly deserved
degree of D. Litt. in Sanskrit of the Panjab University. Even after formal retire-
ment in 1980, Dr. Sarma was requested to continue as Honorary Professor and
in 1983 he left Hoshiarpur to take up the position of Honorary Professor of -
Sanskrit Research in the renowned Adyar Library and Research Centre, a position
which he still holds.

In 1980, when Dr. Sarma visited Thiruvananthapuram, seven of us, friends,
met one evening and one of the subjects discussed related to the need of providing
financial support to brilliant students who could not pursue higher studies on
account of the lack of funds. We decided to start an organisation for the pur-
pose, by name Sree Sarada Education Society bearing the apellation of Sarada,
being the Goddess of Learning Sarasvati worshipped at the Sree Sankaracharya
Mutt at Sringeri. The Society was duly registered under the T-C Literary,
Scienctific and Charitable Societies Act, 1955, with Prof. Sarma as Chairman
and I as Vice-Chairman. As at present, the Society has about 280 members, of
whom more than 100 are professors or principals of Colleges, top Executives,
Engineers and the like. During the last 20 years the Society has helped over 220
students, 44 of whom are now Engineers, 4 medical Doctors, over 100 teaching
in universities and academic bodies and others holding covetable positions in
life, in India and abroad. Merit Awards and Certificates have been given to
nearly 200 University rank holders and an equal number to prominent citizens
for Professional Excellence, Distingushed Social Service and on similar
consideration. It needs to be added that this Society was, ultimately, the brain-
child of Prof. Sarma.

In 1997 Prof. Sarma established a Research Centre towards prosecuting
studies and research relating to Indian culture, science and literature. With Prof.
Sarma as the Director and assisted by a Research Committee of 12 members,
the Centre is active in several spheres of study and research. A collection of
more than 6000 books donated by Prof. Sarma formed the nucleus of the
Centre’s growing Library. The Centre has also established contacts with other
institutions like the Indian National Science Academy and the Indira Gandhi



Xxii PROF. K.V. SARMA

National Centre for the Arts, New Delhi, and CESMEOQ: International Centre
for Advanced Asian Studies, Turin (Italy), for collaborative work. The Centre’s
library holds a number of reference volumes, forming a potential source of
information on all Indological disciplines sought after by local and outside
scholars. It might be added that Prof. Sarma has authored more than 100 books,
big and small, including original writings, editions from ancient manuscripts,
translations, studies and reference literature. His writings on Indian Astro-
nomy, Manuscriptology and general literature have made his name known far
and wide, with the result that biographies on him have appeared in several direc-
tories of scholars, including the World Directory of Historians in Mathematics
(Toronto, 1972), Who is Who of Sanskrit Scholars in India 1992 (New Delhi
1994), Dictionary of International Biography (Cambridge, 1999), Five
Hundred Leaders of Influence (American Biographical Institute, 1998), Encyclo-
pedia of Malayalam Literature: Kerala Sahitya Sarvasvam (Trichur, 1987) and
Who is Who of Malayalam Writers: Kerala Sahihityakara Directory (Trichur,
1976). Earlier Prof. Sarma had been included in the directory of Qutstanding
People of the 20" Century (International Biographical Centre, Cambridge,
1998) and also selected as International Man of the Year 1997. He is also the
recepient of the 2000 Millennium Medal of Honor awarded by the American -
Biographical Institute (1999) and the Lifetime Achievement Award of the
United Writers’ Association (Madras, 1998). Perhaps the most prestigeous
award bestowed on Prof. Sarma is the Certificate of Honour for Sanskrit by the
President of India (1992). It might be added that this the highest award for scho-
larship in Sanskrit which a citizen on India can get from the Government of the
country.

It was my plesant privilege, a few months back, to attend the three-day
National Seminar, well-arranged and well-attended on the ‘Scientific Contri-
butions of the renowned Indian astronomer Aryabhata (b.A.D. 476), called
Aryabhateeyam 1999, organised by the Swadeshi Science Movement in
Tiruvananthapuram. Most of the speakers referred to the work on Aryabhata
done by Prof. K.V. Sarma and quoated extensively from his books. A set of 35
books of K.V. Sarma had been displayed on the occasion which attracted the
attention of all the participants of the Seminar. Eminent scientists including Dr.
G. Madhavan Nair, Director, VSSC, Dr. V. Rajasekharan Pillai, Vice-Chancellor
of the Mahatma Gandhi University, Kottayam, Dr. K.L. Vasu, Dr. C.S.P. Iyer,
Dr. V.B. Panikkar and others who visited the Exhibition spoke in high
appreciation of the work done by Prof. Sarma. At the Valedictory function of the
Seminar the Swadeshi Aryabhateeya Puraskaram was awarded to Prof. Sarma,
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and in his absence I had the privilege to receive the award, on his behalf. That
was one of the happiest moments in my life.

The close association and fast friendship between me and Prof. Sarma for
the last nearly 65 years now has been sustained and, if I might say so, our
mutual understanding and appreication have been growing all these years. For
this reason, if not for any other, I feel that I am most qualified to introduce the
present Felicitation Volume before the world of scholars, on the occasion of
Prof. Sarma completing 80 years, the bulk of which has been devoted to sus-
tained and continuous academic work. I pray to the Almighty God to spare for
him many more years of life with sound health to continue his scholarly work
for the benefit of India.
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Khiste, MM Narayan Shastri, Obituary Notice. JOR 28, p. 168.
Airavata. Ency. Hindu.

Urmila, (Mithila princess, queen of Laksmana brother of Lord Rama).
Ency. Hindu.

Bali-cakravarti, (Asura king who gifted the worlds to God Visnu in His
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Devahiti, (Daughter of Manu and Satariipa). Ency. Hindu.
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Dhruva, (Prince devotee of God Visnu who turned to be the pole star).
Ency. Hindu.
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Hindu.

Kamalakara, (Astronomer of Varanasi, 1658 A.D.). Ency. Hindu.

Karkotaka, (Serpent caught in forest fire who was saved by King Nala).
Ency. Hindu.

Kamsa, (King of Mathura, uncle of Lord Krsna). Ency. Hindu.
Kausika. Ency. Hindu.

Krtya, (Evil spirit). Ency. Hindu.

Kunti, (Senior queen of King Pandu). Ency. Hindu.

Laksmidhara Bhatta, (Smrti writer of Mithila, 12th cent. A.D.). Ency.
Hindu.

Lallacarya, (Astronomer, 8-9 cent A.D.). Ency. Hindu.

Lomasa, (Sage, friend of the Pandavas). Ency. Hindu.

Madri, (Second queen of King Pandu). Ency. Hindu.
Muni$vara, (Astronomer of Varanasi, 1603 A.D.). Ency. Hindu.

Nakula, (The fourth of the Pandava brothers, expert in the equestrian
science). Ency. Hindu.

Nala, (King of Nisadha). Ency. Hindu.
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Nilakantha Somayaji, (Reputed Kerala astronomer, b. 1443 A.D.).
Ency. Hindu.

Salya, (King of Madra and brother of queen Madri). Ency. Hindu.
Siirpanakha, (Sister of demon Ravana). Ency. Hindu.

Sibi, (A magnanimous monarch). Ency. Hindu.

Sikhandi, (Eunuch offspring of King Drupada). Ency. Hindu.
Sisupala, (King of Cedi, inimical to Lord Krsna). Ency. Hindu.
Sukracarya, (Preceptor and advisor of the demons). Ency. Hindu.
Pandu, (Father of the five Pandava brothers). Ency. Hindu.
Pandavas, (The heroes of the Mahabharata). Ency. Hindu.

Pariksit, (Pandava descendent for whom sage Suka narrated the
Bhigavatapurana). Ency. Hindu.

Parame§vara, (Reputed Kerala astronomer, 1360-1460 A.D.). Ency.
Hindu.

Révana, (Demon, counter-hero of Ramayana). Ency. Hindu.
Renukaradhya, (Vira$aiva saint of Karnataka). Ency. Hindu.
Rtuparna, (King of Ayodhya, expert in dice). Ency. Hindu.
Rukmini, (Queen of Lord Krsna). Ency. Hindu.
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Safijaya; (Minister of King Dhrtarastra who narrated to his master the
great Kuruksetra War). Ency. Hindu.

Sahadeva, (Youngest of the Pandava brothers). Ency. Hindu.
Sakuni, (The schemer uncle of Duryodhana). Ency. Hindu.
Sankarsana. Ency. Hindu.

Satyaki, (Devoted friend of Lord Krsna and Arjuna). Ency. Hindu.

Satyavan. (Salva prince wrested from death by his Queen Savitri). Ency.
Hindu.

Satyavati, (Queen of King Santanu and mother of sage Vyasa). Ency.
Hindu.

Savitri, (Chaste queen of King Satyavan). Ency. Hindu.
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