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TWO LA TÈNE BRONZE DISCS 

FROM TÂRGU MUREŞ, TRANSYLVANIA

Sándor Berecki

Mureş County Museum, Târgu Mureş

Keywords: Celts, disc, triskele, helmets, harness-mounts, scabbards

 In the yard of the Elementary School nr. 2 from Târgu Mureş, in a drainage trench, 
two discs were incidentally discovered. Th e exact date and circumstances of the discovery are 
not known, the pieces were inventoried in the 21st of January 1981 in the collection of the 
Mureş County Museum, and they were published for the fi rst time in 1994.1 Regarding their 
functionality, the discs were interpreted as clothing appliqués or harness ornaments. Later, 
in the archaeological repertory of the Mureş County,2 the village Miceşti3 is mentioned as 
their place of discovery, a village that was merged with Târgu Mureş in 1564 (!). Th e author 
refers to the paper of V. Zirra from 1971, where neither the piece nor the information can be 
found. Th erefore, these dates of the repertory can be considered erroneous by any means. Th e 
pieces went through conservation-restoration processes in the ninth decade of the last century, 
when they acquired a blackish colour. Besides the qualitative and aesthetic upgrading, the 
recent reconditioning of the artefacts brought to light some possible aspects relevant for their 
functionality (Fig. 1).

Description of the discs

 1. Domed, hemispherical disc, made by lost-wax casting – ‘á cire perdue’ – method, of 
bronze, decorated with continuous whirling or triskele in relief, with a globular knob at each of 
the three terminations of the spirals, creating a tricorne4 in the middle of the plate. Th is main 
ornament was completed at its extremities by other three, smaller globular knobs; each of them 
was placed at the end of a semi-spiral, composing the so called comma-leaves or stud-throwns,5 
in relief. Th e whole margin of the ornament was bordered by a curved line in relief. Six cavities 
of the knobs can be observed on the inside. Th e attaching of the piece could be determined

1 Petică 1994, 34, pl. 3/7, 8.
2 Lazăr 1995, 256, LXXXVI.1.A.r.
3 Hungarian: Kisfalud.
4 Jope 2000, 384.
5 Jope 2000, 380, 384.

MARISIA XXX, p. 69‒75
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before the recent conservation, aft er the restoration of the artefacts: it was realised with a pin and 
a perforated rivet on the centre of the inner side of the piece, broken in antiquity. On this rivet 
a rusted, poorly preserved iron plate could be observed. Th e iron core could be detected in the 
engraving of the bronze rivet, too. Diameter: 43.88 mm, thickness: 1.83 mm, weight: 30 gr.

 2. Domed, hemispherical disc, smaller than the previous one, cast of bronze using the 
same lost-wax method, with slightly diff erent ornament: whirling or triskele formed by three 
meanders in relief, one of their end with globular, ‘impressed’ cordon and the other with three 
other, smaller knobs in relief, as well. Th e attaching of the piece was realized with a rivet placed 
on the inside of the disc, chipped in antiquity. Th e piece had smoothened surface on the inside. 
Diameter: 26.82 mm, thickness: 2.00 mm, weight: 13 gr. 

 Both artefacts are in the collection of the Mureş County Museum, inventory nr. 7008 and 
7009.

Functionality
 

In many cases such artefacts were catalogued as phalera or appliqués, clothing or harness 
ornaments, while their exact role could not be determined. However, their form and fastening 
system indicate some possibilities. Hereinaft er we will enumerate some interpretations of the 
domed, hemispherical discs which present technical and attaching similarity with the artefacts 
from Târgu Mureş.

 Th e artefacts considered clothing ornaments usually have a mobile pin, like the piece 
from Krakow, Poland.6 Th ree such bronze pieces were discovered at Curtuiuşeni.7 Similar, but 
6 Poleska 2006, fi g. 21/23.
7 Nánási 1973, 34, 36, VII/3–5.

Fig. 1. Th e bronze discs 
from Târgu Mureş.
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fl at buttons were considered shoes accessories.8 In the grave 
from Cristuru Secuiesc an analogously shaped and stylisti-
cally similar button is mentioned, interpreted as a decorative 
linchpin from a wagon,9 or more probably harness-mount 
(Fig. 2). However, its dimension is diff erent, since the head 
of the pin is smaller. At the beginning, the pieces from Târgu 
Mureş were interpreted as harness-mounts, too. Th e fastening 
of these discs is multiple; some of these ornaments were 
attached with rivets,10 like in the case of the pieces from Târgu 
Mureş. Usually these artefacts are larger, such as the one from 
Hořovičky, Bohemia11 of 12 cm in diameter. In some cases the 
determination of their functionality was possible due to the 
special conditions of discovery, like in the case of the harness-
mounts from Wintrich, Kr. Bernkastel-Wittlich, Germany.12

 In the warrior grave from Ciumeşti two similarly 
bronze casting appliqués were found (diameter 57 mm),13 
attached to the horizontal, closing iron plate of the chain mail 
with a central rivet (Fig. 3).14 Considering its dimensions as 
well as the technique, it is a proper analogy for the larger disc 
from Târgu Mureş. Another such chain mail decorated with 
hemispherical buttons is known from Matochnika (Bulgaria).15

 Along with the engraved ornaments, on the Celtic 
scabbards, decorative hemispherical metal plates can be 
observed. Th ese embellishing elements appear usually in 
pairs, on the upper frontal reinforce below the mouth, as well 
as on the inset discs of the chape-end. Th ese are of diff erent 
dimensions; some have less than 10 mm in diameter while 
others are larger. Th e pieces from Târgu Mureş probably 
were not inset discs of the chape-end, because usually 
these are smaller. Th e width of the mouths of the scabbards 
generally measure 45–55 mm, and the ornament from the 
reinforcement has similar dimensions to the smaller discs 
from Târgu Mureş. Analogies for buttons on scabbards, 
decorated in the plastic style can be mentioned from 
Balassagyarmat or Szob, Hungary.16 Th ese ornamental 
elements were frequently attached with rivets, reason why 
they easily detached, like in the case of the scabbard from 
8 Megaw 2003, 231.
9 Roska 1929, 315, fi g. 83; Ferencz 1997, 6, pl. I/10.
10 Schönfelder 2002, 258, Abb. 161.
11 Filip 1976, VIII/3.
12 Schönfelder 2002.
13 Rusu 1969, 276, Abb. 5; Rusu–Bandula 1970, 7–8, pl. VIII; XIV.
14 Rustoiu 2006, 51.
15 Lazarov 2006, 171, 178, fi g. 11.
16 Szabó–Petres 1992, 58, 85, 121, pl. 3, 71; Szabó 2005, 142.

Fig. 2. Th e grave inventory from 
Cristuru Secuiesc, Romania 

(aft er Roska 1929).

Fig. 3. Bronze disc from Ciumeşti, 
Romania (aft er Rusu 1969).
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Aiud,17 or from Gáva–Katóhalom 
(Fig. 4) and Szob18 in Hungary.

Similar artefacts with a 
functional as well as decorative role 
appear on the helmets of the period; 
the separate buttons from the top of 
the bowl are a specifi c element of the 
Celtic helmets, while for example in 
the case of the Etruscan type these 
are organic part of the metal plate.19 
On the bowl and cheek-guard of 
the helmet from Ciumeşti unorna-
mented knobs fi xed with rivets can 
be observed (Fig. 5/1). Th eir purpose 
was to enforce the bowl as well as to 
fi x the leather to which the mobile 
cheek-guards were attached.20 A disc 
with a similar role can be observed 
on the helmet from Lagole di Calalzo, 
Italy, where for fastening, the plate was 
entirely perforated with the rivet.21 
Together with unornamented discs, 
on the helmet from Apahida (Fig. 5/2) 
a lateral button with a triskele in relief 

appears,22 but the attaching method cannot be reproduced.23 Presumably the button had the 
same functions as the discs on the helmet from Ciumeşti.

 Th e helmet from Silivaş (Fig. 5/6) also has two domed hemispherical buttons: a fl atter one 
on the lower part of the bowl, probably with the functional role of attaching the cheek-guard, too, 
and another on the top of the helmet. Both are abundantly ornamented with Waldalgesheim style 
motifs.24 From the widely known helmet from Amfreville, France, the upper ornamental button 
detached itself (Fig. 5/5), but the binding rivet and the pin were preserved.25 Similarly attached 
ornaments can be observed on the helmet from Monterenzio-Monte Bibele26 and Castelrotto 
in Italy (Fig. 5/3),27 or Trbinc, Slovenia28 (Fig. 5/4). Th e artefacts from Sitzerath were also inter-
preted as helmet attachments, in a fi rst instance and reconsidered later as harness-mounts.29

17 Ferencz 2007, pl. XI.
18 Szabó–Petres 1992, pl. 13, 72, III/1.
19 Schaaff  1988b, 319, Abb. 1.
20 Rusu 1969, 269, Abb. 2; Rusu–Bandula 1970, 4, pl. IX.
21 Gambacurta 2001, 317, fi g. 1/1.
22 Rusu 1969, 291–3, fi g. 10/1–3; Rusu–Bandula 1970, pl. XVII.
23 Zirra 1976, 143–4, fi g. 11/1, 1a.
24 Rusu 1969, 287, 299, fi g. 9 / a–d; Rusu–Bandula 1970, pl. XIX; Crişan 1973, 61, fi g. 4/a–b.
25 Duval et al. 1986, IV/2.
26 Müller 1989, 50, Abb. 17.
27 Schaaff  1974, 158, Abb. 8–10, T. 48–53.
28 Schaaff  1988a, 296, Abb. 7–8.
29 Megaw 2003, 231.

Fig. 4. Th e scabbard from Gáva, Hungary (aft er Szabó–Petres 1992).



Two La Tène Bronze Discs from Târgu Mureş, Transylvania 73

Fig. 5. 1. Th e section of the helmet from Ciumeşti (aft er Rusu 1969); 2. Th e fragments of the helmet from Apahida 
(aft er Zirra 1976); 3. Th e section of the helmet from Castelrotto, Italy (aft er Schaaff  1974); 4. Th e section of the 
helmet from Trbinc, Slovenia (aft er Schaaff  1988a); 5. Th e section of the helmet from Amfreville, France (aft er Duval 
et al. 1986); 6. Th e helmet from Silivaş (photo provided by A. Rustoiu).

* * *

 Due to the diff erences of the attaching modalities (by rivet with pin in one case and 
simple rivet in the other), the dimensions and the casting (the inner part of one piece is smooth, 
the other has cavities – the ‘negatives’ of the ornamental knobs), as well as the diff erent ornament 
(diff erent ornamental knobs, triskele realized by three lines) we consider that the two discs from 
Târgu Mureş were not part of the same suite. However, the same place of discovery and close 
technique of casting indicate a common workshop and a single owner.

 Most probably the larger artefact was the ornament from the fi xing plate of a chain mail. 
Accordingly, the amorphous rusted iron piece from the inner part of the piece could be from the 
fi xing plate of the chain mail. Th e interpretation is also plausible because of its size, similar to the 
analogous piece from Ciumeşti. Th e combination of iron and bronze elements was a common 
practice of the La Tène workshops as it is shown by the iron pins with bronze buttons from 
Courte, Belgium or Paris (?), France.30

 Based on its attaching method and size, the smaller piece from Târgu Mureş could be 
an ornament from the bowl of a helmet, such as the ones from Amfreville or Silivaş, or a fi xing 
element of the leather to which the mobile cheek-guard was attached, like in the case of the 
helmet from Ciumeşti. It is also probable that this smaller artefact was a decorative element of 
the enforcement from the mouth of a scabbard or a harness-mount.

30 Megaw 1970, nr. 149, 166.
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 Regarding the chronology of the discs, one can observe that the artefacts from Târgu 
Mureş as well as the helmet from Apahida or the chain mail with ornamental discs from the 
inventory of the grave unearthed at Ciumeşti are the creation of the craft smen accustomed to the 
plastic style from the La Tène B period,31 (approximately 3rd century BC).32 Th is artistic style is 
widely generalized in time and space; therefore, scholars properly considered that such artefacts 
can only be dated more precisely when they turn up from well defi ned feature, along with other 
objects with chronological relevance.33

 Th e ornamental discs from Târgu Mureş are exceeding aesthetic artefacts of the La Tène 
artistic creations from the eastern parts of the Carpathian Basin.34 Th ey probably decorated a 
weapon or armour of a Celtic warrior, probably lost in a presently unsolvable conjuncture.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Berecki 2008 Berecki S., Th e Chronology of the Celtic Discoveries from Transylvania, 
IN: Sîrbu, V.–Vaida, D. L. (ed.), Funerary Practices of the Bronze and 
Iron Ages in Central and Sounth-Eastern Europe, Proceedings of the 9th 
International Colloquium of Funerary Archaeology from Bistriţa, May 
9th–11th, 2008, Cluj-Napoca, 47–65.

Crişan 1973 Crişan, I. H., Aşa numitul mormânt de la Silivaş şi problema celui mai 
vechi grup celtic din Transilvania, Sargetia, 10, 45–76.

Duval et al. 1986 Duval, A.–Lehóczky L.–Schaaff , U., Zum Keltischen Helm vom 
Amfreville, ArchKorr, 16, 83–84.

Ferencz 1997 Ferencz, I. V., Nouvelles considérations sur la tombe celtique à char de 
Cristurul Secuiesc, EphemNap, 7, 5–10.

Ferencz 2007 Ferencz, I. V., Celţii pe Mureşul Mijlociu, BB, XVI, Sibiu.
Filip 1976 Filip, J., Celtic Civilisation and Its Heritage, Praha.
Gambacurta 2001 Gambacurta, G., Ea quae bello ceperint, plerumque devovent (Caes., De 

bello Gallico, VI, 17) Armi celtiche dal santuario di Lagole di Calalzo 
e dal Cadore, IN: Vitri, S.–Oriolo, F. (ed), I Celti in Carnia e nell’ arco 
Alpino Centro Orientale, Atti della Giornata di studio Tolmezzo 30 aprile 
1999, Trieste, 303–320.

Jacobsthal 1944 Jacobsthal, P., Early Celtic Art, Oxford.
Jope 2000 Jope, E. M., Early Celtic Art in the British Islands, Oxford.
Lazăr 1995 Lazăr, V., Repertoriul arheologic al judeţului Mureş, Târgu Mureş.
Lazarov 2006 Lazarov, L., New fi ndings of Cavar’s coins and Celtic materials from the 

archaeological complex of Arkovna, IN: Sîrbu, V.–Vaida, D. L. (ed.), 
Th racians and Celts, Proceedings of the International Colloquium from 
Bistriţa, 18–20 mai, 2006, Cluj-Napoca, 167–182.

Megaw 1970 Megaw, J. V. S., Art of the European Iron Age, Bath.
Megaw 2003 Megaw, J. V. S., From Hungary to the Hunsrück-Eifel? Th e Bronze Buttons 

from Sitzerath, Kr. St Wendel, ArchKorr, 33, 229–237.
Müller 1989 Müller, F., Die Frühlatènezeitlichen Scheibenhalsringe, Mainz am Rhein.
Nánási 1973 Nánási Z., Descoperiri în necropola celtică de la Curtuiuşeni, Crisia, 3, 

29–46.

31 Jacobsthal 1944, 97–105.
32 Berecki 2008, 63.
33 Szabó 2005, 140.
34 Conservation: Tihamér András, drawing Ana Alfi anu, translation supervised by Coralia Crişan.



Two La Tène Bronze Discs from Târgu Mureş, Transylvania 75

Petică 1994 Petică, M., Materiale celtice afl ate în colecţiile arheologice ale Muzeului 
judeţean Mureş, Marisia, XXIV, 31–37.

Poleska 2006 Poleska, P., Celtycki mikroregion osadniczy w rejonie podkrakowskim, 
Kraków.

Roska 1929 Roska M., A Székelyföld őskora, IN: Emlékköny a Székely Nemzeti 
Múzeum 50 éves jubileumára, Sepsiszentgyörgy, 258–326.

Rustoiu 2006 Rustoiu, A., Peregrinations of a Celtic Warrior from Transylvania, 
StudiaUBB, 51, 1, 42–85.

Rusu 1969 Rusu, M., Das keltische Fürstengrab von Ciumeşti in Rumänien, BerRGK, 
50, 267–300.

Rusu–Bandula 1970 Rusu, M.–Bandula, O., Mormântul unei căpetenii celtice de la Ciumeşti, 
Baia Mare.

Schaaff  1974 Schaaff , U., Keltische Eisenhelme aus vorrömischer Zeit, Jahrbuch RGZM, 
21, 1, 149–204.

Schaaff  1988a Schaaff , U., Keltische Helme, IN: Antike Helme. Sammlung lipperheide 
und andere bestände des Antikemuseum Berlin, Mainz, 293–317.

Schaaff  1988b Schaaff , U., Etruskisch-Römische Helme, IN: Antike Helme. Sammlung 
lipperheide und andere bestände des Antikemuseum Berlin, Mainz, 293–
317.

Schönfelder 2002a Schönfelder, M., Das Spätkeltische Wagengrab von Boé (Dép. Lot-et-
Garonne). Studien zu wagen und Wagengräbern der jüngeren Latènezeit, 
Mainz.

Schönfelder 2002b Schönfelder, M., Le premier cavalier de l’Hunsrück: un harachement 
de parade de Wintrich (Kr. Bernkastel-Wittlich, D), Bulletin EAF, 20, 
19–21.

Szabó 2005 Szabó M., A keleti kelták. A késő vaskor a Kárpát-medencében, Budapest.
Szabó–Petres 1992 Szabó M.–Petres É. F., Decorated Weapons of the La Tène Iron Age in the 

Carpathian Basin, Budapest.
Zirra 1971 Zirra, V., Beiträge zur Kenntnis des keltischen Latène in Rumänien, 

Dacia N. S., 15, 171–238.
Zirra 1976 Zirra, V., La nécropole La Tène d’Apahida, Dacia N. S., 20, 129–165.

LIST OF FIGURES

Fig. 1.  Th e bronze discs from Târgu Mureş.
Fig. 2.  Th e grave inventory from Cristuru Secuiesc, Romania (aft er Roska 1929).
Fig. 3.  Bronze disc from Ciumeşti, Romania (aft er Rusu 1969).
Fig. 4.  Th e scabbard from Gáva, Hungary (aft er Szabó–Petres 1992).
Fig. 5.  1. Th e section of the helmet from Ciumeşti (aft er Rusu 1969); 2. Th e fragments of the helmet 

from Apahida (aft er Zirra 1976); 3. Th e section of the helmet from Castelrotto, Italy (aft er Schaaff  
1974); 4. Th e section of the helmet from Trbinc, Slovenia (aft er Schaaff  1988a); 5. Th e section of 
the helmet from Amfreville, France (aft er Duval et al. 1986); 6. Th e helmet from Silivaş (photo 
provided by A. Rustoiu).


