
RACE	
  ONE	
   	
   1973	
  -­‐	
  74	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  
Winner	
  	
   	
   Sayula	
  II	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  
Skipper	
  	
   	
   Ramón	
  Carlin/MEX	
  
Boat/Design	
   	
   Swan	
  65	
  (Sparkman	
  &	
  Stephens)	
   	
   	
  
	
   	
  
Flag	
   	
   	
   Mexico	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  
Elapsed	
  time	
   	
   152:09:00	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  
Corrected	
  time	
   	
   133:13:00	
   	
  
	
  
Podium	
  positions	
  (on	
  corrected	
  time)	
  
1	
   	
   	
   Sayula	
  (133:13:00)	
  
2	
   	
   	
   Adventure	
  (135:08:00)	
   	
   	
  
3	
   	
   	
   Grand	
  Louis	
  (138:15:00)	
  
	
  
COURSE	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  
Leg	
  1	
   	
   	
   Portsmouth	
  -­‐	
  Cape	
  Town	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  
Leg	
  2	
   	
   	
   Cape	
  Town	
  -­‐	
  Sydney	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  
Leg	
  3	
   	
   	
   Sydney	
  -­‐	
  Rio	
  de	
  Janeiro	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  
Leg	
  4	
   	
   	
   Rio	
  de	
  Janeiro	
  –	
  Portsmouth	
  
Distance:	
   	
   27,000	
  nm	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  
Entries:	
  	
   	
   19	
  boats	
   	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
  
	
  
LEG	
  START	
  DATE	
   LEG	
  DISTANCE	
   	
   LEG	
  WINNER	
  
08-­‐Sep-­‐73	
   	
   6,650	
   	
   	
   Adventure	
  
07-­‐Nov-­‐73	
   	
   6,550	
   	
   	
   Sayula	
  II	
  
29-­‐Dec-­‐73	
   	
   8,370	
   	
   	
   Adventure	
  
6	
  -­‐	
  11-­‐March-­‐74	
  	
   5,430	
   	
   	
   Adventure	
  
	
  
	
  
1973-­‐74	
  Overview	
  
	
  

• Five	
  boats	
  did	
  not	
  complete	
  the	
  course	
  
• Three	
  were	
  dismasted	
  (Pen	
  Duick	
  IV	
  twice,	
  Great	
  Britain	
  II,	
  Otago)	
  
• Three	
  lives	
  were	
  lost:	
  	
  	
  

o Bernie	
  Hosking/Great	
  Britain	
  II/Chay	
  Blyth	
  on	
  Leg	
  2	
  
o Paul	
  Waterhouse/Tauranga/Eric	
  Pascoli	
  	
  on	
  Leg	
  2	
  
o Dominique	
  Guillet/33	
  Export/co-­‐skipper	
  on	
  Leg	
  2	
  

• The	
  race	
  was	
  run	
  on	
  corrected	
  time	
  
• Leg	
  4	
  was	
  a	
  pursuit	
  race	
  to	
  ensure	
  the	
  fleet	
  crossed	
  the	
  finish	
  together	
  
• The	
  start	
  gun	
  was	
  fired	
  by	
  Sir	
  Alec	
  Rose,	
  the	
  famous	
  sailor	
  who	
  had	
  five	
  years	
  earlier	
  (1967-­‐

68)	
  sailed	
  round	
  the	
  world	
  singlehanded,	
  stopping	
  only	
  twice	
  
• The	
  winner’s	
  trophy	
  was	
  presented	
  by	
  Admiral	
  of	
  the	
  RNSA,	
  HRH	
  Prince	
  Philip	
  to	
  Ramón	
  

Carlin	
  
	
  
Leg	
  1	
  Portsmouth	
  to	
  Cape	
  Town	
  
	
  
The	
  reality	
  of	
  offshore	
  sailing’s	
  dangers	
  became	
  apparent	
  early	
  on	
  when	
  Great	
  Britain	
  II	
  was	
  hit	
  at	
  
night	
  by	
  a	
  ferocious	
  squall	
  just	
  a	
  few	
  days	
  out	
  from	
  Portsmouth.	
  Bernie	
  Hosking	
  was	
  thrown	
  
overboard,	
  but	
  after	
  a	
  frenzied	
  search,	
  his	
  silhouette	
  was	
  picked	
  out	
  in	
  beam	
  of	
  the	
  searchlight.	
  The	
  



seas	
  were	
  cold	
  and	
  rough,	
  but	
  he	
  was	
  pulled	
  back	
  on	
  deck	
  by	
  the	
  crew	
  and	
  given	
  a	
  ‘hot’,	
  rather	
  than	
  
a	
  ‘stiff’	
  drink.	
  There	
  was	
  no	
  brandy	
  to	
  administer	
  since	
  skipper	
  Chay	
  Blyth	
  was	
  operating	
  a	
  dry	
  boat,	
  
but	
  that	
  was	
  to	
  change	
  in	
  subsequent	
  legs.	
  
	
  
Eric	
  Tabarly’s	
  Pen	
  Duick	
  VI,	
  became	
  the	
  first	
  boat	
  to	
  suffer	
  a	
  dismasting	
  in	
  the	
  Whitbread	
  Race.	
  There	
  
was	
  no	
  possibility	
  of	
  repairs	
  so	
  a	
  jury	
  rig	
  was	
  built	
  and	
  the	
  crew	
  headed	
  to	
  Rio	
  de	
  Janeiro,	
  some	
  
1,200	
  miles	
  to	
  the	
  southeast.	
  By	
  the	
  time	
  they	
  arrived,	
  a	
  new	
  spar	
  had	
  arrived	
  from	
  France	
  and	
  after	
  
it	
  was	
  fitted	
  Pen	
  Duick	
  VI	
  set	
  off	
  across	
  the	
  Atlantic	
  once	
  more,	
  arriving	
  two	
  days	
  before	
  the	
  restart	
  
from	
  Cape	
  Town.	
  
	
  
Despite	
  the	
  lack	
  of	
  accurate	
  tracking	
  software,	
  it	
  was	
  clear	
  that	
  Burton	
  Cutter	
  was	
  a	
  class	
  apart	
  in	
  the	
  
first	
  leg.	
  Williams’	
  crew	
  was	
  the	
  first	
  to	
  cross	
  the	
  finish	
  line	
  in	
  Cape	
  Town,	
  taking	
  just	
  over	
  six	
  weeks	
  
to	
  complete	
  the	
  leg,	
  but	
  fell	
  to	
  sixth	
  on	
  corrected	
  time.	
  	
  It	
  was	
  the	
  Royal	
  Navy’s	
  Adventure	
  skippered	
  
by	
  Patrick	
  Bryans	
  who	
  finished	
  just	
  over	
  24	
  hours	
  later	
  who	
  won	
  overall.	
  	
  In	
  second	
  place	
  was	
  
Adventure’s	
  main	
  rival	
  Sayula	
  II,	
  whom	
  she	
  beat	
  by	
  more	
  than	
  three	
  days	
  on	
  corrected	
  time.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
Leg	
  3	
  Cape	
  Town	
  to	
  Sydney	
  
	
  
If	
  the	
  first	
  leg	
  was	
  seen	
  as	
  a	
  bit	
  of	
  a	
  blast,	
  the	
  second	
  quickly	
  turned	
  into	
  a	
  reality	
  check	
  as	
  the	
  fleet	
  
was	
  battered	
  as	
  soon	
  as	
  they	
  reached	
  the	
  southern	
  ocean.	
  
	
  
Burton	
  Cutter	
  started	
  to	
  break	
  up	
  and	
  was	
  forced	
  into	
  Port	
  Elizabeth	
  for	
  repairs.	
  	
  The	
  stringers	
  and	
  
welding	
  work	
  were	
  coming	
  apart	
  from	
  the	
  hull	
  while	
  the	
  crew,	
  which	
  included	
  Peter	
  Blake,	
  pumped	
  
to	
  keep	
  her	
  afloat.	
  The	
  yacht	
  ran	
  off	
  to	
  Port	
  Elizabeth	
  where	
  repairs	
  were	
  put	
  in	
  hand.	
  	
  They	
  cruised	
  
to	
  Rio	
  and	
  re-­‐joined	
  the	
  race	
  for	
  Leg	
  4.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Paul	
  Waterhouse	
  had	
  gone	
  below	
  on	
  Tauranga	
  and	
  as	
  he	
  came	
  back	
  up	
  Tauranga	
  broached	
  violently.	
  
The	
  spinnaker	
  boom	
  broke	
  at	
  the	
  mast	
  end	
  causing	
  it	
  to	
  thrash	
  around	
  on	
  the	
  clew	
  of	
  the	
  sail.	
  He	
  
rushed	
  forward	
  to	
  control	
  the	
  sails	
  and	
  retrieve	
  what	
  was	
  left	
  of	
  the	
  boom,	
  but	
  as	
  he	
  went,	
  the	
  boat	
  
changed	
  direction	
  once	
  more	
  and	
  the	
  sail	
  suddenly	
  took	
  off.	
  The	
  sheets	
  went	
  taut	
  under	
  
Waterhouse	
  and	
  threw	
  him	
  in	
  the	
  air,	
  dumping	
  him	
  back	
  on	
  deck	
  and	
  then	
  overboard.	
  
	
  
The	
  crew	
  searched	
  for	
  almost	
  four	
  hours	
  without	
  success.	
  Since	
  he	
  made	
  no	
  effort	
  to	
  grab	
  a	
  lifeline	
  
when	
  he	
  came	
  down,	
  it	
  is	
  likely	
  Waterhouse	
  was	
  unconscious	
  when	
  he	
  went	
  overboard	
  and	
  would	
  
have	
  drowned	
  immediately.	
  
	
  
Three	
  days	
  later,	
  as	
  the	
  fleet	
  battled	
  against	
  gales	
  and	
  heavy	
  seas	
  350	
  miles	
  west	
  of	
  the	
  Kerguelen	
  
Islands,	
  33	
  Export	
  skippers	
  Dominique	
  Guillet	
  and	
  Jean-­‐Pierre	
  Millet	
  decided	
  to	
  replace	
  the	
  foresail	
  
with	
  a	
  smaller	
  one.	
  During	
  the	
  manoeuvre,	
  both	
  were	
  hit	
  by	
  a	
  breaking	
  wave,	
  which	
  slammed	
  the	
  
boat	
  over	
  to	
  starboard.	
  Guillet	
  was	
  missing.	
  
	
  
Thirty	
  minutes	
  were	
  spent	
  looking	
  for	
  him,	
  but	
  deteriorating	
  conditions	
  forced	
  Millet	
  to	
  abandon	
  the	
  
search	
  to	
  preserve	
  the	
  safety	
  of	
  boat	
  and	
  crew.	
  They	
  withdrew	
  from	
  the	
  race,	
  the	
  crew	
  traumatised	
  
by	
  Guillet’s	
  death.	
  
	
  
Adventure	
  suffered	
  problems	
  with	
  her	
  rudder,	
  depriving	
  her	
  crew	
  of	
  a	
  second	
  leg	
  victory,	
  and	
  Great	
  
Britain	
  II	
  lost	
  her	
  mizzenmast.	
  Otago	
  also	
  lost	
  the	
  top	
  section	
  of	
  her	
  mizzenmast.	
  
	
  



Sayula’s	
  fifth	
  place	
  across	
  the	
  finish	
  in	
  Sydney	
  resulted	
  in	
  a	
  win	
  for	
  the	
  leg	
  and	
  an	
  aggregate	
  first	
  on	
  
the	
  two	
  legs	
  so	
  far.	
  	
  Quite	
  different	
  boats	
  were	
  in	
  the	
  frame	
  at	
  this	
  time,	
  with	
  Grand	
  Louis	
  in	
  second	
  
beating	
  Kriter	
  by	
  five	
  hours	
  on	
  corrected	
  time.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
Leg	
  3	
  Sydney	
  to	
  Rio	
  de	
  Janeiro	
  
	
  
Within	
  a	
  few	
  miles	
  of	
  leaving	
  Sydney	
  on	
  Leg	
  3,	
  Pen	
  Duick	
  VI	
  was	
  dismasted	
  for	
  the	
  second	
  time	
  in	
  the	
  
race.	
  
	
  
Also	
  for	
  the	
  second	
  time,	
  Bernie	
  Hocking	
  disappeared	
  overboard	
  Great	
  Britain	
  II.	
  This	
  time,	
  with	
  
winds	
  blowing	
  force	
  5-­‐6,	
  the	
  crew	
  did	
  not	
  recover	
  him	
  despite	
  a	
  search	
  that	
  lasted	
  more	
  than	
  two	
  
hours.	
  
	
  
Blyth	
  and	
  his	
  crew	
  expressed	
  their	
  loss	
  by	
  sailing	
  the	
  boat	
  hard	
  and	
  fast	
  to	
  Rio,	
  taking	
  line	
  honours	
  
for	
  the	
  first	
  time	
  in	
  the	
  race.	
  
	
  
The	
  focal	
  point	
  of	
  the	
  leg	
  was	
  always	
  going	
  to	
  be	
  Cape	
  Horn.	
  The	
  most	
  famous	
  landmark	
  of	
  all	
  filled	
  
many	
  crews	
  with	
  dread.	
  In	
  1973,	
  the	
  number	
  of	
  sporting	
  yachts	
  that	
  had	
  survived	
  this	
  rounding	
  
numbered	
  less	
  than	
  10.	
  That	
  number	
  would	
  be	
  more	
  than	
  doubled	
  when	
  the	
  Whitbread	
  fleet	
  passed	
  
through.	
  
	
  
At	
  Cape	
  Horn,	
  HMS	
  Endurance	
  was	
  standing	
  by	
  and	
  a	
  wad	
  of	
  a	
  blank	
  round	
  fired	
  as	
  a	
  salute	
  to	
  their	
  
colleagues	
  pierced	
  Adventure’s	
  headsail.	
  
	
  
The	
  ride	
  to	
  Cape	
  Horn	
  was	
  not	
  the	
  downwind	
  slide	
  many	
  had	
  expected	
  –	
  though	
  there	
  were	
  
sightings	
  of	
  150-­‐metre	
  tall	
  icebergs.	
  	
  With	
  Cape	
  Horn	
  behind	
  them,	
  the	
  fleet	
  turned	
  north	
  towards	
  
the	
  warmth	
  of	
  Rio	
  de	
  Janeiro.	
  Great	
  Britain	
  II	
  was	
  the	
  first	
  to	
  finish,	
  followed	
  by	
  Second	
  Life	
  and	
  
Sayula	
  II.	
  
	
  
	
  
Leg	
  4	
  Rio	
  de	
  Janeiro	
  to	
  Portsmouth	
  
	
  
The	
  start	
  on	
  the	
  last	
  leg	
  had	
  been	
  staggered	
  so	
  the	
  larger	
  boats	
  started	
  later	
  than	
  the	
  smaller	
  ones.	
  	
  
In	
  theory,	
  this	
  would	
  ensure	
  the	
  fleet	
  finished	
  together.	
  	
  To	
  win	
  the	
  overall	
  race,	
  the	
  British	
  navy	
  
entry	
  Adventure	
  had	
  to	
  beat	
  its	
  Mexican	
  rival	
  Sayula	
  II	
  by	
  three	
  and	
  a	
  half	
  days.	
  
	
  
With	
  1,600	
  miles	
  to	
  go	
  to	
  Portsmouth,	
  Adventure	
  was	
  becalmed	
  for	
  six	
  hours,	
  but	
  then	
  began	
  to	
  
make	
  progress	
  in	
  the	
  right	
  direction.	
  	
  She	
  made	
  good	
  use	
  of	
  local	
  knowledge.	
  	
  Off	
  the	
  Isle	
  of	
  Wight,	
  
she	
  was	
  again	
  nearly	
  becalmed	
  and	
  this	
  time	
  in	
  a	
  foul	
  tide,	
  so	
  the	
  crew	
  dropped	
  anchor	
  with	
  only	
  37	
  
miles	
  to	
  go	
  to	
  the	
  finish.	
  Then	
  some	
  wind	
  south	
  of	
  the	
  Island	
  was	
  found	
  and,	
  in	
  the	
  darkness,	
  
Adventure	
  crossed	
  the	
  finish	
  line	
  in	
  third	
  place,	
  giving	
  her	
  the	
  overall	
  runner-­‐up	
  prize.	
  Sayula	
  II	
  
arrived	
  in	
  fourth	
  place	
  to	
  take	
  the	
  first	
  Whitbread	
  Trophy	
  title.	
  
	
  
Five	
  days	
  earlier	
  Great	
  Britain	
  II	
  had	
  claimed	
  line	
  honours,	
  completing	
  the	
  course	
  in	
  144	
  days	
  -­‐	
  a	
  
record	
  for	
  a	
  round-­‐the-­‐world	
  passage	
  at	
  that	
  time.	
  Realising	
  that	
  the	
  handicap	
  system	
  did	
  not	
  favour	
  
Great	
  Britain	
  II	
  for	
  overall	
  victory,	
  Chay	
  Blyth’s	
  aim	
  had	
  been	
  to	
  win	
  line	
  honours	
  for	
  each	
  leg.	
  On	
  
three	
  of	
  the	
  four	
  legs,	
  she	
  was	
  the	
  fastest	
  boat	
  and	
  on	
  corrected	
  time	
  she	
  finished	
  sixth.	
  


