
Dieffenbach’s Rail (Moeriki) Gallirallus dieffenbachii (G.R. Gray 1843), Endemic
July 1840 Chatham Islands

Ernst Dieffenbach (1843) collected the only known specimen between May and July 1840. There is reput-
edly another specimen in the Bremen Museum. It weighed nearly twice as much as the Banded Rail, and 
was flightless. Cats had wiped it out by 1872.
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