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TO

THE HOPE
OF GREAT
PBrittaine, Prince
CH ARLES.

Y& all Ares, iz per-

: ,“." feétion of Praiz is
4 ' g8 onclyin Emine.s,
which bcgcts Et.zmp.’s and A
miration, Seeing chen | gress.
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'The Epittle

Prince) your Birth giues youthe

befi priviledge to cxp?w the
worthineffe of Vertue, § [ee not
bu ber followers, eyther in Art
or Aftion,fbould necefJarily flie
to your High Patronage. This
confideration makes my low de-
Jerts looke cvpward, which in
this at leaft will merit your
- view, that the Science of De-
fence,not ymworthily (filed No-
ble, ( if eyrher rruely practifed,
or rightly vnder{tood ) was ne-
uer before in our Language
brought toany Method. The
Profeffors thereof being (o ig-
norant_., thatthey could yather
doe, then make demonfiration,

or

Dedicatorie,

o ireduce their doing to -any

certaintic of principle.
Many are the inspwtations
laid wpon this Art, (for fuch I
dare now affirme it ) the chiefe
whereof i, the increafing our
bloudy and ( trrelzgzom Duels
which if the' name of this Sci-
ence, being called of Defence,
will not anoyd, yet the moft li-
centious age of the Romanes
fball fufficiently cleare : No Hi-
flory of thofe times making men-
tion of any Duello or fingle fight
to the loffe of any Noble Perfon
in that State , or difreputation
of the publique Tuflice. Yet thas
this kinde of battell was knowne
A4 and



“The Epitle
and in fome cafes approued a-
mong$t the Romanes. The Hi-
pcrducls betweene the Curatij
and the Horatiy, and that fa-

oS Duell berweene T orqua~

‘tus and the French-man, appa-
rantly [peake. |
It is not then the publique
profefion of this Science, nor
the mulriplicitic of  Profeffors
that incyeafe thefe defperate af-
Jafinations : for Knowledge be-
gets Wiledome 5 and Wifedome

by bow wauch it participates of

skill with Difcretion, mifdoubt-
eththe amein another and con-

eludes [afety as the fumme of

,;ber abilitie.  This is manifeft
n

Dedicatorie.
in the Italians, the firf} intien-
ters of Foyle-weapon, and the
cunningt Praltifersysehere not-

: 'Witbﬂdﬁdiﬂg t’.’c:[é ﬁnglé Coii~

bats are rather reported then
Jeeney and yet in ruder Cotintries
as Poland, &c. nothing more
common; which J imputre swholy
to adaring Ignorance. Neyther
badthis knowledge of Dctence,
if infHytaxs with any fo wicked
effects,becn graced with fo many
Authentick priviledgesimallwell
gouerned States,noi the Profef~
fors thereof had receined fuch
honor and refpect, infomuch tha
among§t the Romancs fome of
them had their Statucs ereted,
as



TheEpiftle
arPlutarch witneffeth . Thefe
Reafors (if my iudgement faile
not) forcing the fame.

Firft, Neceflitie at home,

as a Remedie to an ”mauoydcd

Difeafe, in oppofing fodaine af~

ﬁm[ts,'wbzcb from Caine,plea~

ding Antiquitic , will nor now
lofe their plantation. And fince
Innocence is no proteltion a-
gainft murtherous intents, God
and Nature tollerate this De-
fence.

The [econd is,Publiquegood

abroad, for awyding bloud, if

the flate of a War [bould require
a fingle Tryall, swhich bowfocser
wasprefumptionin Goligh,was
' rrue

Dedicatotie.
true-valorinDauid ; the imi-

‘tasion of this example , hath

beene frequent in great Per-
Jons in forraigne, and memo-
rable in our owneCountry : s
berweene Edmund, firnamed
Ironfide, and’ King Canute ,
to a bappy zﬂue Neythor canl
forget anoffer inthe fame kinde
madein more late_ yeeres, be-
tweene Yrances tbe firf}, King of
France, and Chatles the fif,
Emperowr , though witheu ef-
fett. '

The laft Reafon és, Com-
mendable and profitable Ex-
cecife.  Firfly no other re-
creation carries [o generall im-

Ploymens



TheEpiftle

ployment. both of body and
minde, as this .doth : for bere
the Feete labour equally with
the Hands , the Eye and the
Iudgement walke together : and
for the profit, it leads to as much
Vfe in making the perfon veady
and daring to the Svarre; as
Horfemanfbip begets dexteritie
for the fbocke.The Schoole of our
private Prattife being the fame
to the Bartell, that the Muze
#sto the Troope : for with what
confidence fball hee goe on cupon
many , that hath no knowledge
¢0 gine bim hope of [afety from

one.
Pardonmytedious difcourfe_
(mof

Dedicatorie.

(moft Excellent Prince)if it be
a Crime,notError but Zeale of-
fends: for bow can I choofe but
fpeake much of Armes to you,
whom wee all expett the wmoft
Heroyicke Proféfjor and Defen~
der of the fame': to which yotr
furure-abilitie-in your Ligh At-
chiesements , if my poore ende-

Hours may gitlgz theleaft furthe-

rance_ (as I promife my felfe_

much berein) I returne from

Jour Acceptance_, loaden with
full reward and bappiefl ex-
pebtance : whom no fecond

refpeét could induce to the yu-

dertaking this fo difjicule. a

Labour, which my Perfois fball

in
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in yosr command,in all bumble
[ferusce, be euer at attendance vo
make good, refling

“Themoftdenoted

Seruant to you and

your Princely Vertues,

G, H. Gcnto

THE
Private Schoele of
Defence.

Tus INDVvecTION

Omc hold opinion
< Gomer thae Skill auayleth
' "\ little or nothing in
NP ﬁght; andih_ctc%orc

fhall fee this Title,
will caft away the Difcourfe, as an
vnprofitable Argument. Heethat
is the moft obftinate enemice to
himfelfe, in reicQing the bcncﬁstkﬁf



The Private Schoole

¢kill , muft needes confefle it no
vaine Bxercife, if the apmefle and
facilitiebe onely thought on, to
which the a&ive pra&ife of it
bringsithe body, and enabiesit for
enduring in fight. But to the point
of materiall vic.

Ot fuch mens vnderftandings
I wou'd know how comes it (then)
- thatan ignorant handlerofa Wea-
pon meeting vvith an ordinaric
Profeflor of Deferice at Foyles, can
neyther certainely giue offence,nox
anoid ir.

They will anfwere mee, that at
blunt, 2 man comes boldly on,and
is not troubled with any fuch con-
fiderations, as at fharpe muft of
neceffitie diforder his remems-
brance,and put him out of fight.

To that,thus; Al rules (indeed)
mult admit fomeexceptions: heat
~or cold may fomewhat diftrat a

fighter;

of Défence..
fighter; heate in cafting him 00
forwardly vpon a danger : cold-
nefle in not preparing it to fol-

- low an aduantage of offence, yet

thefe come neuer wholy to preiu-
dice the vic of skill : for, fpeaking
of fuchan hca\t/c asalwayes falsvp-
on this perill; wee muft not vnder-
fland icto be fimply thatheat need-
fully belonging to courage; for
then itis an orderly Vertuc, and

lofeth no ftrength eyther borne

withit, ortaught it; but it muft be
forced vp into much anger (which
fcldome happens in the Defen-

dant, for whofe caufe oncly wee

profefle teaching) before it can
turne a2 man into that weaknefle,
Where it doth happen,itis akinde
of madnefle, which (for the time)
lofeth all reafon, as much as that
partofskill : and fhall good aduice
be altogether negleCted becaule

B a



The private Schoole

a madde man is vncapable of it ?
Then touching Coldncs, though
it be brought downe into the very
bafenefle of Feare in one, vet itis
impoffible to make Skill veterly of
no vie to him. For the gefture of
the body vpon fuch a danger, will
naturally fall into thofe motions
that it hath got by pradtife.
So that skill to euery reafonable
man is fomething a friend. . But

when it is entertained by one na-

turally of a good temper, it canby
no meanes fall vnder any of their
‘Obietions that difpife it; for fich
a man brings no more fury,, nor
lefle affurance with him into the
Ficld,then the Schoole,andthere-
fore will haue as much aduantage
of an ignorant man in fight, as
there is difference betweene them

- inpra&ife. ’
‘To exemplific this, you may
| sead

of Defence...

read of one Coranfo,a Noble man,
who from two and twenty Duellses
returned Conquerour : Being de-
manded the reafon by fome that
confidered the equalitie of his ad-
uerfaries in fhew, and the vncer-
tainc chancesof the field: hec an-
fwered , Strengeh, Length, Cou-
rage, Tempérand Cunning.So he
concluded Nature in Art, and at-
tributed the managing of thofe
parts hee was borne with, to the
abilitic of thofe heewas taught.

Since therefore that the Science
of Defence 1s vnderftood to be a
profeffion of vfe, it followes to ex-
amine rhe defe@s of Teachers, and
to refolue vpon the worth of the
knowledge : whichfollowesimme-
diatcly after our Defnition.

B 2 The
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The Definition of the
Science of Defence, with
the parts theretorequired.

.

: Science of Defence
it ) S ﬁ,:’ H E f

L3 {S"‘f is an Art Geometricall,
Ez? wherewith the body is
BNt onardedwith a fingleor
double weapon from wrong of the
Offender, or the greatelt difaduan-
tageof his Offence.

The Parts thereto required are

Strengthand ludgement.

Vnder §¢rengthare comprehen-.

ded fwiftneffe of motion and quick-
neffe of Eye: whereabilitic is with-
out perfedion of thele, it is but a
fupply of defeéts,drawne from the
Tudiciall part or Judgement.
Voda

of Defence..
~ Vnder Judgemen: fall the confi-
derations of Tame, Place, and Di-

Slance,

It hath feemed to many that
there tsnocertainty inthis Science,
which granted, it muft lofc his ty-
tle; in whofg’{f behalte vice cannot
but with grear reafon aucrre , thac
as the body is punQuall, {o it hath
2 iuft circumference 1n the hands
and fect, which todefence and fafe-
guard thereof, runne in an equall
line, which extended with ftrenath
ina iuft proportion, make the bo-
dy the fame as the Poyrt is in Cir-

cle, vatoucht or impoffible to be

violated.

To them that obie& Example
againft Knowledge, in that nonc or
few, haue cuer attained this heighe
of affurance, I can make no other
anfwere, then argue from their
owne Schoole,and {ay,thatnonc -

B3 or



The private Schoole

or few, in difputation, cuer gaue
fausfaQion without fome doubt,
thercfore Logicke is no Artoftrue
difputing. Truc it is,all Arts and
Sciences haue their 1uft and abfo-
Vute bound, to whichthough inthe
fpeculatiue part or Theoric , many
haue arriued,none euer did 1n pra-
Qife. Since as in thofe of words,
many {ubtiltics and nimble inuen-
tionsopprefle and wreft the beft ex-
pofitions : fo in thofe of exercife
of the body, the inequalitic of
place, as the flipping of ground,
dazeling of fight, many times dif-
order the belt and fureft way of
Defence and Knowledge. Where-
fore though by the weaknefle of
mans cafuall nature, wee can pro-
mife to our Scholler no pofitive
fecuritic, yet the imperfetion in
the learner, makes the Art no whit
Iefle certaine or fingular.

To

of Defence...

Tothofe that reiect the Sciengg,
becaufe they cannot  promife
themfelues fupreame excellence,is
to reietthe ftudy of Phyficke, be-
caufe hee cannot be 2 Galen, or a
Paracelfus; or if any (hall from the
fall of fome han of the fword (as
ourword men tearme them)by the
vaskilfull arme of fome rude affai-
ler, contemne our inftruction, I
would hauefuch ayouth turne Mu-
letor, becaule Vemtidins that rubd
Afles,cameto be Confull, and #a-

derins Cate the Grammarian be-

came 2 hackney-man : Fortume not
Scienceherein is to be blamed.
Notwithftanding, that the ex-
cellence of this Science may not
want Example; I cannot forget the
memorable perfe@ionof the two,
Romanes Byshus and Bacchus, who
hauing fought cighteene feuerall
Combats or Duelloes , returned
| B 4 both



The prinate Schoole

both without hurt, and at the laft
were both, -at one Paffage , runne
through and {liine, leauing no
place to ludgement, that could
giue preeminence to eyther:where-
vpon it became a Prouerbe in Tri-
als ot cqualtic, B:thus contra Bac-
¢him, But] hauce digreft too farre
In magris velies voluiffe fat effy In
high matrers it {lall fuffice to fit in
J'ba bus Chayre, though wee can-
not runnc his full dayes journey :
wherefore wee returne againe to
handlc the parts derined, which
mhe toapproucour Defmitionsthe
Eje and the Foste,
Thatwhichwee call Stremoth, is
not oncly a Bucke-beating abilitie
of thearinesfor the point,towhich
a'lvie of weapon isnow with great
" reafon reduced, is not fo blunt
berimalifoice makes it enter :nete
therin Lonpe or Paffaseis theforce
required

of Defence..

required (o much as fhift of bedy,
to whichthe Eyemuft likc a faith-
full Centinell giue warning, and
the Feéte nimbly giue perfors
mance : forifthe £ye faile in per-

.cciuing opportunitic, or the Feete

intaking it, in ydine isthe force of
arme:on thefctwo then weground
Abilitie,to which the Zudpement

giues the crowne or conquett,
Now for Judgement, as wee faid
before, Time muft be obferied
when, Diffance where, Place how.
Occaflion of Time and Diffancemay
fceme faire to the cye, yet the
Place may iuftly barreit. As where
openway is giuen to a Paflage with
aduantage, the incertaintic of foo-
ting may caft you too forward,and
diforder your weapon by vnfetled
motion. Againe,Plsceand Diffance
may both draw youon, yet Time
may promife by letting flip thae
occafion
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pecafionforae opener vy o gres-

ter aduantage : for vpon euery
fleich daring of che arme, it is
berter ta make ofter of hure co that
part.then pid hame: tor fuch prof-
ﬂ-, mam fimes diawes the aduer-
fam rc 2 Guoard, that negleds a
nlasc of more deadly danger. Laft-
Yo Tom anc Tlace mav both {uc-
czedste vour wihes, vet Diflamee
ma* sufih checke vour refolution ¢
-~z 1w no obiesuands more then
tis ¢ e Jwaoement required,
~wnict bang from our purpofe to
iz aowns 11 noure, | referre youto
et iaporious worke of Gissen de
‘Grals: tos1zakar, who handles this
pomiar ge, anc hath tooke vp
mutzn grounc i the expreflion
L thizreof, -
Tou et for our {ueculatiue
parsantoe Sncuce wheeein [ konow
Cou G Gliagiee witl ine : which

I

of Defence.,.

could not omit to fet downe, be-
caufe it makes to the honour of the
worthy Profeflors of this Science,
whom 1 defire the courteous Rea-
der by no meanes to imagine thae
I am fo igriorant to meane, where
any queftion is madeof their fuf-
ficiencic in this Booke : for 1 dare
boldly affirme, for generall YV ea-
ponsno Country can afford more
able and fufficient profeflors then
this our owne in their perfor-
mance; whofe tcaching 1 will noe
difpraife, if it come no¢ within
compaffeof thefe following Taxa-
tions, which by way of Cb:e&tion
and Refolution, 1 prelume, 1 haue
madc apparantly worthy of cenfuse
to all indifferent pralifess.

The



Defence. Silionared l}}" way
Oibgecirom, %3 the tyue zﬁ
thasecot izt douns 1ntl.e

I\ tinliok,

Ty,

O ef tLe common Teach-
ers v'e Lus enme rorme of
| play,amatecin ol menalike

—m Lrnont ol ferutny 1he na-
‘tireon i Scoolery w beeker ue be
¢ ol fuiril ot g colas or i ser bee
haK! Ganonlagr er oifazuanisye in
Imite, fooren ffe, firenptss or weak-
nefye of arme or bagy.

Refo-

of Defence...

Resorvriow.

HEE that fhall reach a fteong

man with 2 finglc weapon to
runne Puffageswith fhift.takes from
him the aduantage of his {tzength,
who fhould eytherarcend theClofe,
or hauing length to his ftrength,
fhould ftanding offend to the nez-
relt,as in this Booke you (hali finde
vader the title Order for fizk:. Or
hee that {tall teach a weake man

Jingle weapom or binding Paffage for

the Clofe of adwantage forfeites him
to a ftrong mans mercy though he
hath much lefle courage or skill
Whereby the defet in thie Obice.
Qion plaincly appeares, as in ma.-
ny other, rifing from this ex-
arnlﬂCo'

Obiestion
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fn

OBIECTI'ON I

TH E publike Teachers teash, at
miamy weapens asthey pise st out
in their Challenges, at thosgh eaery
Weapon were vfed with fewerall
- Guards and Defences, one contrary
" 20 amother. |

ResoirvrioN,

His ismeere deceipt, toblinde

the eves of their fpectators in
publicke, as they doe their Schol-
Jers in private : for all mentioned
in the defe& are contayned in two
weapons, that is {ingle Rapierand
Quarter-fiatfe, and their defences,
as you {lll finde in the rules of
Practde.

Obic&.

 of Defence.

Ostection Il

TH:J veach dll men to lye at 4 fer.-
; la‘ifumi with their whole breft

- bowards their enemies, and doe like-

wife make them truft to & Dagpers

defence.

RisorLvrion,

TO giue the whole breft, when
the more thin the body offers

it {clfe to the offender, the more
free it is frombeing husr,is nolefle
abfurd, then it they (hould teach
only to guardcthe head, & leauethe
breft open: for of dangers choole
the leaft. Laftly for defence,he thac
trufts to his Dagger, cannot poffi-
bly at that inftant offend with the
fame. And there is no furer prin-
ciple then this; there is no good de-
fence without offence: neither good
offence



The Priuate Schoole

offence withour defending , which
fince oncly the Rapicr or Sword
can moft certainly doe, the mayne

of both mufl neceilarilie be catt vp-
on them.

= e - = —— e ey

T;’;‘E rulicke Trefcflors of this
cHenee . teach 0! bing af Backe-
fycrs, and Sword end Dagoer,but
I iave Licww,

'\ - e wa ‘v -
R SLNVTT 9N

F the point beates the blowin
ngh: s iefie ingaging him that
proffers & thruft, then him that of-
iends with edge,which ] know and
“they cannor deny,itis as much pres
udicial: to their Schollers.to teach
“thern the bare blow at Sword and
‘Dagger, acif they fbould teach at
- Rapier oncly to theuft and not dif-
order;

#Ddéﬁco.
order : the neceflary vie whereof

you (hall finde in the next Ref&lu-
tion.

OpicrevionV,
N [ingle Rapier , and Rapier and
Dapgper, they teach all theyr Schol-
lers as they call them, Stucks ,otker-
‘wife Longe, to throw them inte bit
without difordering tieir aduerf?
Rapier : and doe likewife 1e1ch Paf-

fagrcs s £0 runne them rizrs forward
Vpos their enemie,

Resorvrion,

O my knowledge there is nc
offeading Lewge, ocherwite
Stuck,vpon any mau,with any fafe-
tic,without diferder : and no Puf-
Jagethat Is done without /b2, can

bewithout great danger.
\ C Obiext.
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S g e

Omircrion VI

Hey will fuffer thesr Schollers
Tu fce ome amothers praclife, and
Likevife they themfelues will difeoner
euery mans play 1o axy man.

ResoLvTioN.

O let any man fee anothers

pra&ife, giveth much aduan-
tage to the fpeator, and is much
preiudiciall vato him whole pra-
&ife is feene: and meft murthe-
rous and damnable in the Teacher
to betray their owne Schollers to
death.

OrrecrioN VIL

Hey will [eldome or meser fighs

in the fame guard they teach
#3bers : mor fo much ai bold the fame
guwrd

 of Defence..
%nrd 200d 0 merrew they vfed ye- .

erdsy.
Resorvrion.

T Heic knowledge is accidentall,

not materiall, they haue fome
gencrall notions, which (wanting
Art) they cannot reduce to heads
and principles : how can hee then

* be conftant in one guard, that can-

not fet downe any for belt, and
yeeld a reafon thereof?

Hence it comes that [ was taught
more ina weeke by an vnderftan-
ding Artift, then I could learne in
feauen yeares pra&ife in publique
Schooles.  And if any of their
Schollers happen to be excellent,
it proceedes rather out of their
owne wittic and induftrious obfer-
uance vpon the accidents of pra-
Qifc , then from any certaine de-

Ca moaftra
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monfteation of their Teachers,
Confidering all thefe aduanta-
gesand difaduantages, let euery
man make his owne Praltile pri.
vate,and wich thofe hee may haue
nocaufe to dealewithall : for their
nice trickes in Schooles, or Player-
like fights at many Weapons vpon
Stages. are merc thadowes without
jubftance. Thercfore let Art and
Na:ure be jovned in one.
Graer in fight.
TH E managing of a Quarrellis
halfc the performing thereof,

lez cuzrv man be rather Defender,
for hee haththe aduantage of the

Ofiender in choyfe of Weapons..

Le: him 1f hee bee ftrong make
choife of 2 fingle Weapon, eyther
being 2 long Rapier, or 2 long
Sword : for the Challenger hath
therby the difaduanatgeof a firong

man

 of Defence_..

 man; for hee cannot command his

point to help his weakenefle vpon
the Clofe. Ot likewifc a Twrkey $a-
matorie;for he is crooked,and hath
a broad point that will not enter,
and therein is the leaft danger of
all; and is much ava feable for 2
ftrong man for the Clofe of aduan-
tagetodifarme.,

Let himthat is weake of bad~,
and hath a fhort reach, maie chotfe
of a doublc VWeapon being a ihor:
Rapier and Dagger, or (hort Sword
and Dagger : {o may he che cafter
command them to help his weake-
nefle; for he muft keepe lus enemie
fromthe Clofe. Therefore ler him
giue a litele ground, for thac will
encourage his enemic (a ftrong
man defirous to clofe)to comefor-
wards. Then is your Paffage, or
Croffe-Pafflage with fuft vnexpe-
&ed: or if he hathlengh and not

C; ftrengch
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firength,lechim offend to the nighe

cft parts, otherwifeanfwere.
Likewifc if a firong man be of-

fender,and hath along reach, lct

him offend atlength to the nighelt

part,orelfe to fecke for the Clofe of
aduantage as aforefaid.

To brelp the length of 4 fbort man:

IF a weake man be offender ha-
ving a {hort reach,let him runne
Paffages vpon his enemic, with as
* much /bfr of bodyas he can:Shun
the Clofe; for if hee fecke to hitat
length, heegiues aduantage to his
enemic tohurt him;for his enemic
hath aduantageatlength by reach,
and aduantage of ftrength vpon
the Cleofeotif hee beftrongthough
fhort of reach , let him make choyfe
ofa fingle Weapontodifarme,

Te

of Defence_..
- Tobelp the firengsbof 4

weake man.

THrce things help the ftrength
of a weake man : change the

point when the aduerle feckes to
takeit; change backe to recouer it;

or clfe open your fide,and then it
is not well to betaken.

A pood Guard

I? hee that lyeth with the righ,
fide as thinnc ashee can towards
his enemie, and the point no high-
cr then the {houlder, trufting to
your Rapier or Swords defence;for
thereby your enemie hath lirtle
roome to hit, and you the lefle to
defend. And alfoagood guard dif-
courageth the enemic to offend,
and is ready alwayes ro defend. He
that dazels muc{x neuer defends

‘well: for if you offend when hee

Cy dazels,
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dazefs, ke can neytha vertainly de-
Lent: ?umr*‘"\ N offend Vo

=k }X.ﬁ tha, &~k W a8 tf. EDIY
b;-na'i b, & mofi ammnnh co -
ftan: ic nanglane s hg hat be-

heaons ane mafi @ o B conflant in
wpAte gnata, :n.*' om0 P out
withon, greal adnaniage @ tor hee
tha offengs o .h‘-““\‘ (he caler
BaTT AR 1D von oftend R RIS
a3 hes ashe gnsta a¥end toth
MIgRZl DAL DT INET VAR MAY 20¢
suwizke of  anc 1 vou ofend to
ey nine: pass hat vedh further
0% vou: cftanze ¢ {1ow. and tmoft
commony tai: recousry, if 1t doe
A or nouTor @ navrs enters,and
‘oot e Fovie e, bdpc
e Oferras Of ags agamue, bu rather
ARTEEUY S nmielie.
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blay ne Innger witkin regrty 24
your enémie then yoni aes cffar.
dmg. A
Offend alwayes 1pomrhe scves’s
comiming forward.
In offending g e ow 1
weapons, point frra phe 1o e
enemics breft, for ther. - AT R
waycs ready to defend jour fiis)
and offend your eremize.
- Many trickes doe v e
trouble the minde: ncw ul. &

few; three defends the accie.
R_I-IU lf Pra=iie.

*Hereisbut theee cerzness 1 :
fingleweapon,
1 Lugr
3 Puflige.
(‘lunx Qi ik DoUC . e
lﬁu backe tv swur (s u.
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And likewife three Offences.

1 Ditorder Longe.

2 Diforder Pdﬁ{ge.

3 Your binding Paflage for the
Clofe of aduantage.
~ The Dagger helpes the Rapier

cfpecially in twothingsin Offence.

1 Faflage.

3 Croj};t- Pafjace.

And two in Detence.

1 IWhen the Rapicr bindes bigh the
Darcer bimdes bow.

‘s Or when the Dagger Bind.ﬂ(:igb
ibe Tap:er bindes low.

The chiefeflt way to force aman
to goud pralife for play or fight,
i« =2 make him maintaine a fingle
v.zapon againft alladuantages. -

Fisft, let him learne fingle Ra-

et sthen to maintaine ﬁnglc Ra-~

pier ugainft Rapier and Dagger 3
“un? hikewife againft Sword and
Dapaer @ and laftly, to maintaine

] {hort

of Defence...

fhort Sword againft all the afore-
faid aduantages. .
I haue concluded my rules of
Pratife, and thewhole Booke with
the moft necellary inftruction be-
longs tothis Science,and the leaft
obfcrued in Schooles, which is the
maintaining of Defeéts:this bein
the fcope and trueend of ourskiIE
to help the weake,whereinthe ffrora
gelt fhall alfo confefle himfelfe s
want this knowledge, if he cerfider
the viethereof in accidenrall cuaz.
rels,which cannot be denied much

to exceede occafions forthe feld

for fuppofing himfelfe inciden o
fodaine on-fets, how is hee prouis

‘ded with his wearingwearon, bes

ing for the moft part, 2 fingle Rz«
picr or fhort Sword to defend him-
felfefrom theaduantage of 3 Sword
and Dagger, Rapier and Dagger,
or Halberd ? whereas by pri::iafc

azainit
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againt thisvnequall oppofition (as
in the Chapter before prefcribed)
he {hall finde himfelfe enabled not
onely for defence in this extremity,
but alfo may offend his aduerfarie,
as I haue feenc vpon the publique
Stage, afingle Rapicr moft{hame-
fully foyle both Halberd and halfe
Pike. To adde to this fupply of de.
fe&,1 would haue a man wanting
one hand,or onceye,by practife,to
helpe his imperfeion : or being
lame in both armes , with his feete
and thift of body , to cleare that
defedt (all cunning in this Arecon-
{ifting more in feete then hands.)
Further, fhould one be lameinfeet
hauing eyes and armes, I would
haue him pra&ife thofe Weapons
-and Guards may beft perfe@ his
condition, being neyther ableto
purfue nor retyre. This I could ex-
preflc; being a man' my felfe ‘des
SR feiue,

of Defence...

feQive,but thatat and demonfira-
tion, not words , mult make this
apparant, wherein | referre my
fclfe toiudicious tryall concluding
with an Anfwere to one Obicétion,
that will arife from meaneft vnder-
ftanding,bcing this.

Why fhould fo few of our Fen-
cers ariué to this knowledge, or
to no more height of doing, then
thisdifcouery of their defe@s hath
manifefted ? |

- 1 anfwere, thefe two conditions
muft concurre to make a Fencer
abfolute, 477 and Nusare;now for
Art examine theequalitic of thofe
Vfhers our Mafters brings vp, you
{hall finde moft of §bemButchers,
Byt-makers, Shooc-makers , or
Truncke-makers, men envred 0
the hide, rather able tobear blowes
then avoyd them. \Whencewee fee
a Genteman or Artiltwho can re-

duce
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duceknowledge vnto rule, in fmall
ume out-goes his Teachier hauing
boch Hands, Artand Nature, his
Schoole-mafter wanting one, and
many times both of them. Not
that this my taxation reacheth to
all Mafters of Defence : for I haue
feene fome, whom 1 muft confefle
to be both knowing and able, who
deteft our commonly applauded,
rude, and buffeting play ; whofe
Iudgements willbe as far from de-
prauing mee or my worke,as I {hall

be from the leaft enuy towards’

~ them, -whom 1 confefle

muchworthy of efteeme
and reward.

INTIS.
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