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Cassia javanica                     Fabaceae 
Apple Blossom Tree, Pink and White Shower Tree                                                           Flower Display: A+        

 Fort Myers, Florida                   Early June 

During the dry season, C. javanica becomes adorn in 
pink, creating one of the most spectacular effects in 
the plant world. Drooping stems, some more than 20 
feet long, are covered by masses of large pink flow-
ers. They flow gracefully downward to sweep the 
ground and to cloak the spectator. C. javanica devel-
ops a broad, flat-topped, arching crown; which is 
perfect for shade, but is not too dense so as to ex-
clude a well-kept lawn. Year after year, neighbor-
hood trees will flower in precise order. Tree-A will 
always flower before tree-B; tree B before tree C, 
and so on.  I like C. javanica for its long blooming 
period and unusual apple-like, slightly fragrant blos-
soms. It does have some distinct negatives, including  

brittle branches, so it is not tolerant of strong winds.  
It also requires full sun for its powerful flower dis-
play, and sufficient room to develop its broad canopy. 
Some leaf loss usually occurs before, during, or after 
flowering but is not long lasting. C. javanica responds 
well to pruning which, when necessary, is best done 
after flowering. Long cylindrical pods form during 
flowering. They change color from green to black and 
hang on the tree for many months, though not in large 
numbers. Propagation is by seeds though some trees 
are sterile or perhaps self-sterile.  
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Leaves: Even-pinnate, alternate, up to 27 inches long with 5 to 17 
pairs of opposite, glossy, elliptic to oblong-elliptic leaflets. Young 
leaves are densely downy 
Flowers: Pink fades to pale pink.  Slightly fragrant. Ten unequal, 
yellow stamens. Arranged on stiff raceme to 7 inches long 
Fruits: Pods, cylindrical, narrow, to 25 inches long 

Cassia Javanica 
Incorrect: C. agnes 
Origin: Indonesia 
Zone: 9b—12b, 25°F 
Growth Rate: Fast 
Flowering Month(s): April —September 
Flowering Days: 46 
Leaf Persistence: Briefly Deciduous                                  Tropical Flowering Trees List  
Messiness: Medium when flowering                                   Questions/Comments: 
Salt Tolerance: Medium                                                            Email:  brownsh@leegov.com
Drought Tolerance: Medium 
Nutritional Requirements: Medium 
Typical Dimension: 40’x50’ 
Uses: Garden, Park, Shade, Specimen 
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