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wucni‘m:,
rghabﬂiﬁaﬁon center fdr
tecnagers ny ietta, won
A gespite ivils first court
Appeiirkiive 135t week, but
“#uestions Taised- about the .
eenter’s treatinent methods

- gersist.

The program severely resticts the ac-
tions of its ‘néwcomers,’ or. beginning mem-
bers, because these teens are considered
to be still ‘chemically dependent.’ * )

"Older ‘members hold newcomens by
#heir balt loopsat all times — even on frips
to the bathroom. Supporters call this ‘com-

The American van
, Liberties Unien, acting on
" the complaints of a former
X Am‘member - ac-

s "

“atilized in'the program.”

. “been, emyplrarily resolved
in court, the controversy
.-ever- STRAIGET's treat-
ent program continmes °

zamong some observe
Sevenfeen-year-oldm*

Davzs, the son of a
wyer, spent 13
zmmﬂzs at theeventer. .
>Fhile he ecredited the
gragram w;th making him
getting him
‘ofi drugs — Da?iscba ed,

~that—-STRAIGET -violztes- Sk

the civil rights of the teen-
, Agers it {reals.

“No matter what corfits
of the. hearings; 1 won't...
give np until something's
ﬁone," he said “There are
other avenues fo purspe.” ,

forting, knowing someone is. there.” Detrac-

While the guestion has

tors say it is humiliating, ‘ p

peet ‘pressiire mentioned by
STRAIGHT. proponenis is
broughf into play.
“We say, ‘If peer pres-
sure -can ~get them into
] ‘pressure can

ko
: get%%em ofﬁ'”STRAfGﬂT

Director Dave Tilley said.
Seme believe the tough
phregunenfcrea:::l an_ atmm-i
ere of mutual responsi-
.bility and concern. Others,
like Davis, .call it “child
abuse” and “brainwashing.”
A simple transgréssion
dvanced m

“I cara enouglr tode any-

thing,"
Tida of raw emotmn are

rogram to an assemblynf'

some 350 parents and rela-
tives.
At one such meeting, at-

tended by a Journal-Consti-.
tution reporter, a-hoy stood -

and simiply told :his family
he loved them = a 1and-
mark eccurrence in-a home
spht by. alcohel and drug

A delicate blond gxrl. ‘her
innocent face belying her
_words, talked about her ex-

iments with gﬁ}gL mari-

independent image;” others

said, or “I couldn't lower
.my pride and.reach out. 1. _the

was lookmg for someone $0-
care.”

The" names-of- the—fivé--sobs. Or fhere IS angef, as

feemagers that ACLU went
éwmn 1o free were sup-
#plied by Davis. He told
TACLU lawyeis that the five.
ﬁm his friends and that
23 knew fiiky wanited to get
Zomt of the the.p

i

the ACLU and others has

401

many of whom
the organization with
ig’fi’smg

their  children’s
g@c:?e t depends ot how ek

M aﬁemlmé%‘ - STRAIGHT's .

whed a parent publicly
seolded his son for back-
sliding.
“T feel really disap-
that yon have
“wasted the past four

‘sitting in

“I had to.put on thnsreal

“newcomersr," or heginning
members, hécause these

* Older membem hold
“newcomers” by their belt-
loops at all times — even
on trips to the bathreom.
Supperters cail this “com-
forting, knowing someone
is there.”. Detractors say if
rs humiliating.

"~ The” program sevemly :
mtﬁcts the actions of its _

o gef“

mem-
ber back into “first phase.”
“Oﬁa my dad asked me
bed out,” Davis
tryﬁ?‘!f ¥ thought he was just
to trick me so I'd
auble and go back

to phase ope, . .

“So 1 told hitn no.”

Davis said many. teens
enter the STRAIGHT cen-
ter unwillingly and that
some are tricked iste
entering with false com-
mitment papers.

Director Tilley canceled
an interview with The .

Davis, the former mem- _ Journal-Constitution at the

ber said other restrictions
include keeeging teenagers

stretches with few batlz-
room breaks and “jumping

on them” or physically -
- abusing them if they talk

out of turn.

-officials-

deny any of its members
used.

are abi

- the first phase,
“peweomers”--are - -not--
-permitted to call or contact

their parents unless they ~ harmful
have “earned falk. mumﬁ@m

leges.”

They iive with “foster”
- families, the' paremts of 3
more expenenced member;
and fheir  Poimings and
gomgs, ‘even their meal-
tlmm, are dzctated by the -

' morning.
afrs “for ‘lofig

' gram S current status.

--s2id. -**But ~we're -dealing

STRAIGHT center Friday -

Tilley said- he did ‘not
want to discuss the pro-

“We have ome.of the
most open-door drug pro-
grams in_the couniry,” he |

with sick kids, chemically
dependent kids.”

Tilley said pubhcxty
generated -by—the_ACLUPs--|
court action had® been

ing that he was concerned,
““not for my profection, but |
for the protection of the
kids. The needs of my 140
kids have to come first,

1 want the issme re-
snlved, and 1 feel that what

: rograrm. . .. months the parent saie
e criticism, by Davis, ~ihere 5ot & 1ot of Gme to

waste.”

pre; lets members
“oarn™ hack the

of living with their {amilies
‘and attendifg sehool, while
they learn to do withoit -

They may net atien
‘school or Imld a job until

five-phase . the siaff. is-satisfied with. + Merﬂeeuwvauﬁm-has‘-' .

their progress, whether it
takes-weeksor months: ——

The {eenagers,. d
hours a day in ‘h@%
sions”, resemblirif, enconn-

T

good resolve "io
tion,”

€ Situa-

heen postpored, 'pending ’ i

pendent stud, ﬂzl"
'S hcensmg
by state Department of

ter groups, in ich the
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