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LIBRARY SERVICES IN NORTHTRN RHODESIA
UISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Although the first public librery in Central Africa
was oprencd in Bulawayo, Southern Rhodesia in 1896, it wcs not
until 19282 that in Livingstone, then the capital of Northorn
Rhodcsia, a small mublic librggy was started.

L}

Fiscwhere in the Territory therc werc a few lihraries
in clubs or Women's Institutes, hcgun and maintained by
loczl initiative, financcd by local subscrirtions, staffed
by untrained though cnthusiastic leeal voluntary staff. It
was this pattern of small 10ca1 librarics, mainly fictinn,
which characteriscd the services of the ;erritory over tnc
1‘1\,Xt d( Cd.d €.

Even to-day in the rural areas it is usually the club
library which scrves the small pockcts of European settlements,
while thc occasicnal Welfare Hall library is svailable for
the African popnulation around tho District or Provineial
Hcodquartcrs, Excert in the schools of the Tcrritory, it is
along the Tine-of-rail ths t there has becen most development,
alb01t unco-ordinated, in “ibrary facilities.

EXISTING SERVICES

The coxisting serviccs mey he grouncd under the following
heads:- :

(a) National ILibrary Systcm

(b) Netional Reference Centres

(¢) DN-tional Lending Scrvice

(a) Librarics of Informetion and Research

(¢) Libraeries of Formal Education



BA/Sem 23 s Page 2

(f) Libraries of Informal Educatioﬁ and Recrecation

(g) Librarics for Spccial Categorics of Readers

(2) National Librory Svstenm

With the exccption of the National Free Library.
Service, mentioned beclow, therc is no national library
systerm in any of the fthree territories of Central Africa.

(b) XNational Reference Library

By Orﬂlnanco, a copy of all prlntod material published
in Northern Rhodesia must bc dcposited in the Archives. For
gonvenience, the Archives of Northern Rhodesia, Southecrn
Rhodesia and Hyasaland arc centralised and situveted in.
galisbury, Southern Rhodesia.

(¢) National Lending Scrvicc

Although there is no scrarate national lending service
in the Territory, Northern Rhodesia may meke use of the
National Free Library Scrvice of Southern Rhodesia, a part
of tho Bulawayo Public Library. Essentially a student
service, the library is free though users must pay the
roturn postage aind a rcturnable dO“Oalt cquel to the va'ue of
the books borrowed.

(d) Libraries of Informetion =nd Rescarch

Thé Secretariat Library at Lusakso, which is designed
to serve all Government Denartments with current adminigtrative
matecrial, and has attached to itsclf the nucleus of a
postal scrvice to public scrvants throughout the Terr1tory,
is a very good onc and has a full-time librarian in cherre..
There is also a small libr-.ry for the use of members of the
Legisletive Couneil. In addition, riany of the Government
Departments have small technical libreries for the use of
. their own staff.

The library of the Central African Archives at Salisbhury
scrving all three territorics, is vcry complete and well
organised.

Scattered throughout the Territory are certain other
technical libhrariecs, such as those at the Mines, at Ma; istratecs
Courts, etc. though there irs inadequate catecloguing of these
Tesources.
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At the Rhodes~Livingstone Museum at Livingstone, and at
the Rhodes-Livingstonc Instltutc in Lusaka, there are very
good libreries with traincéd librarians in chargc.

(¢) Libraries of Forral Education

Virtu2lly no library cxists for cither Higher Efucation
or Technical Education though it may be assumcd that this
situation will altcr with the growth of the Central Afr:can
University now being set up.

School libraries, though by no mcans pcrfect, are growving
raridly and, though accommodation is difficult, arc playing a
increasing part in the curricuvlum of the schools. To the
Euroncan, Indian and Coloured Schools grants are mede annually
by the Furopean Education Department for the extension and
maintenance of the school libraries and, in addition to basic
grants, £1-for-£1 grants arc madc to those schools where Parent-
Teachers Assnciations have ralscd funds through their own initiative.
At Headguarters therc exists a technical library for the use of
the staff of thc schools : 1d also therc is a spc01a1 library
holding scts of Readers, sunprlcmentary to the normal Enrlish
cource, which may be borroved by the schools For use as
additional rcaders for the class. oimilerly, thc African
Education Denartment mokes grants both to Government and
aidcd schools for the provision and mrintenancc of g~hool
libraries. Munali Scondary School, the African Secondary
School at Lusaka, hcs one of the most adcguate libraries of formal
education in the counfry. Educational f1¢mu £film strip and
picture librarics are also maintained by both Denwrtmeﬂtg of
Education.

(f) Libraries of Informal Tducation and Recreation

Free libraries exist at Livingstone, Lusaka and Ndola
whilet on thc Coprerbelt the minc librarics are oncn to the '
general public. Thosc at Livin~rctonc and Ndola sre zrant~aided
by the local authority, that at Lusaka is wholly rate-
supported, the mine librearics arc walntalned by the mine clubs
thgmsclvcs. Also along the linc-of-rail trcre exist o fcw
cormerelal librarics, e.g. that of the Astonian Press =t Lusake.

Elsowhere, as has alrcady been mentioned, club or
institute libraries exist, maintained by eubucrlhtlons.

(g) or Spocial Catcrorics of Reade

Most hospitals have libreries; most prisons have
librarices organised by local welfare associationsy there is at
prescant no library for the blind.
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Although the scervices outlincd before can serve the
needs of the well-educated African, for the vast majority of the
African population, with 1little English or literacy in the
vernacular only, & scparate scrvice has grown up. This aims
at providing books cither in simple English or in the
vernaculars.

In the urban arcas the provision of library facilit-
ies at Welfare Centrcs isc the resvonsihility of the local
autherity. Through the recently formed Department of Welfare
and Probation Serviccs the local authority can receive 50%
grants from Government for this purposc. Although the adequacy
of provision varies with the onthusiasm of the local Welfare
Officer, most Wclfare Centres have libraries and well-equinncd
reading and writing rooms. '

In the rural. areas, although funds are available from
Provincial sourccs, progrecss has been slower owing to the lack
of any central organisation.

It is the intenvion of the Department of Welfare and
Probation Scrvices to turn its attention to the provision of
really adequate library facilitics in both urban and rural
arcas as soon as astaff bccomes available.

Mention herc must be made of the work of tl.e Joint
Publications Burcau of Northern Rhodesia and Nyasaland. This
Bureau was formed (i) to producc books of general interest
to Africans (il) to cnecurage African authorship (iii) to
co-operate with other departments in producine books rc:uired
for Community Development and (iv) to co-operate with Eritish
publishers in producing sound books in the vernaculars and
English.

In 1937, when the African Litcrature Committec was
first formed, the necd for books rroduced for this specialised
reading public was antieipatcd. Since then the Committee and.
the Bureau, which took over the work of the Committec in 1947,
have bcen rcsponsible for the nroduction of over 4O books in
Simple English and over 100 in the vernaculars. Thus a supply
of suitable bhooks has been available for the static libraries
of the Territory and this yecar the Publications Bureau is
starting a system of distribution, by vans, of books both for
salc and for library use, intended in the main for Africans
in the remoter rural arcas.

Thus, although the Bureau cxists primarily for "the
production of books for sale to Africans, by encouraging the
desire to recad,its work is complcomcntary to, and not corpetit-
ive with,library services and forms a link between the trade
on the one hané and the Ed:.cation and Welfare Services on the
other.
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Although it can be said that therc is no National
Library Service, co-ordinated as such, in Northern Rhodesiza
the separate elemonts of such a service 8o exist, cither in
the Territory itself or, with comparatively easy asses:; in
the neighbouring territory of Southern Phodcsia.

Sources of Inforrmation

"Library Scrvices in the Rhodesias and Fyasaland!
a report by D. H. Varley 1951.

‘ Additional information obtained from the Departments
of African Education; Furopean Education; Welfare and
Probation Services: Commissioner fTor Native Development and
Publications Bureau.



